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To Mx DILLY Bookſeller in LonDo+N. 


« $ I R, 


8 you are deſirous to have our opinion concerning the late 

REVEREND MR WAR DE N's Bo Ok, intituled, 
« A SYSTEM of REVEALED RELIGION, Oc. WE 
© think it proper to acquaint you, That WE approve of the general 
Plan upon which it is formed, and of the Manner wherein it is 
& executed. Wk have read a good part of the Work, and think 
« jt preferable to any thing of that ſort which hath been hitherto 
« publiſhed :—So that, in oux opinion, it may be of conſiderable 
« benefit to Private Chriſtians in their reading the ScrRIPTURES ; 
« and be particularly uſeful to thoſe, whoſe inclination or pro- 
« feſſion leads them to an accurate ſtudy of theſe SacxzD Books. 
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« WE are, 


EDINBURGH, «SIR, 
OZ. 14. 1167. 


4 Your moſt obedient humble Servants,” 


"> Wm. RoBxRTsS0N, D. D. Principal 
of the College of Edinburgh. 
DANIEL McauztEN, D. D. 
HuGH BLaik, D. D. 
JohN ERSK INE, D. D). 
GEORGE WIS HART, D. D. 
ALEXANDER WEBSTER, D. D. 
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HEN a performance is offered to the PuBL1 e, on 


W a plan which is thought to be entirely new, ſome 
account of the deſign and nature of the Bo o k becomes ne- 


ceſſary. 


To draw mankind from religious diſſenſions; to lay before 
them the great things pertaining to Gop and Sa LVAT ION in a 


plain and perſpicuous manner, and in the very expreſſions 


which the Hol Y GrosrT hath dictated; and to engage them to 
a proper attention to the Word of Gop, is the principal de- 


fign of the following ſheets. 


Ir has been juſtly obſerved, That the Chriſtian Religion has 
ſuffered more by diſputes and animoſities among its profeſſors, 
than by all the attacks made upon it by its moſt violent ene- 
mies.—In theſe diſputes, the Holy, Scriptures are appealed to as 
the ſupreme judge of controverſy ; But, inſtead of being con- 


ſiulted, in order to direct and form the ſentiments of men, they 


have been called in to ſupport opinions already fixed by pre- 
judice and attachment to a party. Could mankind be per- 
fuaded candidly to ſearch the Scriptures, theſe diſputes might 
be happily ended: For, where the Scriptures have decided, 

A 2 there 


E = 
there our aſlent is due ;—where they have not decided, we 
may at leaſt conclude, that. the debate is not of importance. 


v 


A Worx of this kind cannot be eaſily executed. The 
Scriptures are written on a variety of ſubjects, and contain in- 
ſtructions given to men upon different occaſions, and living 
under different diſpenſations. Hence we frequently find the 
moſt important doctrines and precepts, the moſt illuſtrious 
promiſes and awful threatnings, intermixed with a narrative, 
a prayer, or a hymn of praiſe. Tho? it be difficult, yet it is 
certainly practicable, to bring together the whole that the 
Scriptures contain, on the great articles of our Holy Religion, 
under their ſeveral heads :—And, when the paſſages are pro- 
perly arranged, they will throw a light on each other ; and 
the meaning will be, in this manner, often found with more 

" and certainty, than by the moſt elaborate expoſitions of 
many commentators. The greateſt part of Chriſtians beſtow 
but little time and labour in ſearching the Scriptures — But, 
when the Truths of Gop are ſet before them in the manner 
propoſed, this might have the happy effect of engaging their 
attention, of increaſing their knowledge of divine things, of 
aſſiſting their devout meditations, and of animating them in 
the practice of their Chriſtian duty. 


THESE are the great objects the AuTH ok had in view in 
the following undertaking. The benefit which the public 
Teachers of Religion may receive from it, he will not inſiſt 
upon ; becauſe the uſefulneſs of the Work in this light, if 


rightly executed, 1s ht 


Ix order to gain the important purpoſes now mentioned, 
he apprehended, that theſe three rules were to be. obſeryed :: 


3/?, That all which the Scriptures contain, relating to any one 
article 
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{ 1 . 
article of faith or practice, ſhould be fairly quoted under its 
reſpective head. This the AurHox has attempted ; ſo that 


every chapter may be conſidered as a ſeparate diſcourſe. 20%, 


That the texts be arranged in a proper order, ſuch as may 
add to their perſpicuity, and, at the ſame time, illuſtrate the 
ſubject. 3dly, It will be of great conſequence, in a Worx 
of this kind, that it be executed in ſuch a manner, as may ren- 
der the reading connected and agreeable ; and that every 
chapter be in the form of a regular and continued diſcourſe. 
Very often in the ſame chapter, and ſometimes in a few verſes, 
we find the inſpired AurRHON addreſſing himſelf to men, di- 
recting his prayer to God, and introducing the AL MIGHTY, 
as declaring his will. Where the ſubject would admit of it, 
each of theſe are carefully diſtinguiſhed. 


By not attending to theſe rules, many valuable collections 
of Scripturc-texts do not ſeem rightly to anſwer the purpoſes 
for which they were deſigned. Of this ſort of collections are, 
Scripture-ſufficiency, publiſhed anno 1676; A common place-book to 
the Bible, publiſhed anno 1697 ; and ſome others that have ap- 
peared ſince that time. 


Tu collection which the AurHOR moſt approved of, was 
The Chriſtian Inſtitutes, by Dr GasT REL, late Biſhop of Cheſter; 
but the ſmall ſize of that book plainly ſhows he had no view of 
taking in the whole that the Scriptures reveal on the ſeveral ar- 
ticles of religion; and he hath ſaid in his preface, that he hath 


not attempted to lay them before us in the form of a continu- 
ed diſcourſe. 


TRE AUTHOR of the following ſheets, therefore, looked on 
this as a Work, in ſome reſpects, entirely new, Whether he 


vii } 
hath obſerved the rules laid down, muſt be ſubmitted to the 
READ ER. For more than ſix years, he employed in it every 
hour he could ſpare from his miniſterial duties, and other ne- 
ceſſary affairs :—He ſought the advice of the moſt accurate 
and judicious DVI NES he could have acceſs to ;—and, with 
the warmeſt gratitude, he acknowledges the peculiar care with 
| which they reviſed his compoſitions, and the friendly candour 
- with which they communicated their remarks. : 
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Be I. 


Or GOD any Hs PERFEC TIONS. 


. 


That there is but one God. 


SECT. 1. The teſtimony of the prophets and apoſtles to this purpoſe. 2. This 
truth delivered to us as from God himſelf. 3. The adoration of the ſaints is 
directed to him as the only Lord. : 


SECT. 1. The teſtimony of the prophets and apoſtles to this purpoſe. 


EAR O Ifracl, the Lord our God is one Lord“; unto thee it was 
ſhewed, that thou mighteſt know, that the Lord he is God; there is 
none elſe beſides him. Know therefore this day, and conſider it in 
thine heart, that the Lord he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth be- 
neath ; there is none elſe d. All the gods of the people are idols; but the Lord 
made the heavens e. Their idols are ſilver and gold, the work of mens hands; 
they have mouths, but they ſpeak not; eyes have they, but they ſee not; they 
have cars but they hear not; noſes have they, but they ſmell not; they have 
hands, but they handle not; feet have they, but they walk not ; neither 
{peak they through their throat: they that make them are like unto them; 
ſo is every one that putteth his truſt in them a: they are altogether brutiſh and 
fooliſh ; the ſtock is a doctrine of vanities. They are vanity, and the work of 
errors; in the time of their viſitation they ſhall perith *. Thus ſhall ye ſay unto 
them, the gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they ſhall 
periſh from the earth, and from under thele heavenst; but the Lord is the 
true God; he is the living God, and an everlaſting King ; at his wrath the 
earth ſhall tremble, and the nations ſhall not be able to abide his indignations, | 


St. Deut. vi. 4. 1 22 » Deut. iv. 35, 39. NY Chron. xvi. 26, 4 Plal. cxv. 4,—$- 
” Jer. X. 8, I 5» . Jer. x. 11. 5 x Jer, x. 10. 8 
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2 Of Gop and his PERFECTIONS. PART I. 


— We know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none 
other God but one ; for though there be that are called gods, whether in hea- 
ven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many) but to us there is but 
one God the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him ; and one Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, by whom are all gb; and we by him n. There is one God and 
one Mediator between God and men. There is one lawgiver, who is able to 
ſave, and to deſtroy * ;--who is the bleſſed and only potentate, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords; who only hath immorrtality!; the one God and Fa. 
ther of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you alla. Who is God fave 
the Lord ? or who is a rock ſave our God® ? There is none like unto the God 
of Jeſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help; and in his excellency 
upon the ſky e. Let them praiſe the name of the Lord; for his name alone is. 
excellent; his glory is above earth and heaven”, 


SECT. 2. This truth delivered to us, as from God himſelf. 


Tnrvs ſaith the Lord that created the heavens, God himſelf that formed 
the earth and made it, I am the Lord, and there is none elſe. They have no 
knowledge that ſet up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a god 
that cannot ſave. Tell ye, and bring them near; yea let them take counſel to- 
gether; who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that 
time? have not I the Lord? and there is no God elſe ; a juſt God and a ſavi- 
our; there is none beſide me; for I am God, and there is none elfe *, See now 
that 1, even I am he, and there is no God with me : I kill and I make alive ; I 
wound, and I heal; neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand d. I am 
the Lord thy God ; and thou ſhalt know no god but me © : thou ſhalt have none 
other gods before me 9, 

Thus ſaith the Lord, the king of Ifriel, and his redeemer, the Eo of hoſts; 
I am the firſt, and I am the laſt, and befides me there is no gods. I am the 
Lord that maketh all things ; that ſtretcheth forth the heavens alone, that 
ſpreadeth abroad the earth by myſelt ?. Ye are my witneſſes, faith the Lord, 
and my ſervant whom I have choſen ;/ that ye may know and believe me, and 
underſtand that I am he: before me there was no god formed, neither ſhall 
there be after me. I, even I am the Lord, and beſide me there is no ſaviour. 
Yea, before the day was, I am he, LI am the Lord your holy One; the creator 
of Iſrael, your king f. — 


SECT, 
h 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5, 6. 11 Tim, ii. 5. * James Iv. 12. 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16: 
u Eph. iv. 6. » Pſal. xviii. 31. » Deut. xxxiii. 26. Þ Pſal. cxlviii. 13. 
8 2, » Iſa. xlv. 18, 20, 21, 22. Deut. xxxii. 39. e Hol, xiii, 4. 4 Deut. v. 7. 


e Ila. xliv. 6, 24. f Ia, xliii. 10, 11, 13, 15. * See Ia, Xv, 5 
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CAP. II. That God is inviſible, 3 


S Ec r. 3. The adoration of the ſaints is directed to him as the only Lord. 


O Loxp God of Iſrael, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the king- 


doms of the carth*; for thou art great O Lord God; there is none like 
thee, neither is there any God beſide thee v. Among the gods there is none 


like unto thee, O Lord, neither are there any works like unto thy works. 
Are there among the vanitics of the Gentiles that can cauſe rain? or can the 
heavens give ſhowers? Art not thou he, O Lord our God? therefore we will 
wait upon thee 4. There is none holy as the Lord; for there is none beſide 
thee ; neither is there any rock like our God*, O Lord our God, other lords 
beſide thee have had dominion over us,; but by thee only will we make mention 
of thy name f. Aſhur ſhall not ſave us, we will not ride upon horſes, neither 
will we ſay any more to the work of our hands, ye are our gods*. "We will re- 


Joice in thy ſalvation; and in the name of our God we will ſet up our banners u. 


Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods! Who is like thee ! glorious 
in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders i. Lord God of Iſrael, there is 
no god like thee in heaven above, or on earth beneath *, Thou whoſe name 


alone is Jehovah, art the moſt high, over all the carth!, 


— 


. 
That God is inviſible. 


| OD is a ſpirit; and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit 
and in truth *. He is the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only 
wiſe God d; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man 
can approach unto ; whom no man hath ſeen, nor can ſee :. Ye have neither 
heard his voice at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape 4. To whom then will ye liken 
God? or what likeneſs will ye compare unto him © ? 
O that I knew where I might find him ! that I might come even to his ſcat ! 
I would order my cauſe before him, and fill my mouth with arguments. Be- 
hold I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive 
him; on the left hand where he doth work, but I cannot behold him; he hideth 
himſelf on the right hand, that I cannot ſee him. Lo he goeth by me, and 
I ſee him not; he paſſeth on alſo, but I perceive him not s. He holdeth back 


A 2 the 
$ 3. 2 Kings xix. 15. > Sam. vii. 22. © Pſal. Ixxxvi. 8. 4 Jer. xiv. 22. 
* 1 Sam. it. 2. I Tia, xxvi. 13. r Hoſ. xiv. 3. * Pſal. xx. 5. 
1 Exod. xv 11. * 1 Kings viii. 23. I Plal. Ixxxiii. 18. 
Ch. IT, * John iv. 24. | d 1 Tim. i. 7. © 1 Tim. vi. 16. « John v. 37. 


* Tia, Xl. 18. Job xxiii, 3, 4,8, 9. Job ix. 11, 
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the face of his throne and ſpreadeth his cloud upon it &: But he knoweth the 
; way that I take l. | 

No man hath ſeen God at any time*. But the inviſible things of him from 
. the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead !, The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament ſheweth his handy work. Day unto day uttereth 
ſpeech, and night unto night ſheweth knowledge. There is no ſpeech nor lan- 
guage where their voice is not heard. Their line is gone out through all the 
carth, and their words to the end of the world s. Not that any man hath ſeen 
the Father, ſave he who is of God, he hath ſeen the Father a. The only be- 
gotten Son, who is in the boſom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


— 
— —— ——ꝛů ů 


VVV 


That God is incomprehenſible, or infinitely. great. 


— 


SHT Z= 1. This truth teſtihed by the prophets and apoſtles. 2.— Delivered 
| to us as from the mouth of God himſelf. 3.—And aſſerted in the praiſes of 
his ſervants. 


SECT. 1. This truth teſtified by the prophets and apoſtles. 


— * 
„„ — 5 


EHOLD God is great, and we know him not * ; touching the Almighty, 

we cannot find him our : He is excellent in power, and in judgment, and in 

plenty of juſtice d. Canſt thou by ſearching find out God? Canſt thou find out 

the Almighty unto perfection ? It is as high as heaven ; What canſt thou do? 

deeper than hell ; What canſt thou know ? The meaſure thereof is longer than 

| the carth, and broader than the ſea<. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 

l praiſed : His greatneſs is unſearchable 4,—Fe filleth all in all -. The heaven, and 

| heaven of heavens cannot contain him f : The whole earth is full of his glory s. 
His glory covereth the heavens ; and the earth is full of his praiſe b. 

Great things doth he, which we cannot comprehend i : Great things paſt 

1 finding out, yea, and wonders without number *. Who hath meaſured the 

waters in the hollow of his hand ? and meted out heaven with the ſpan, and 

comprchended the duſt of the carth in a meaſure, and weighed the mountains 


In 
* Job xxvi. 9. i Job xxiii. 10. * John 1. 18. 1 Rom, i. 20. 
m Pſa]. xix. 1,—4- » John vi. 46. © John i. 18. 
$ 1+ Job xxxvi. 26. b Job xxxvil. 23. © Job xi. 7, 8, 9. 4 Pal. calv. 3. 
6 Eph. i. 23. f 2 Chron. ii. 6. 5 Iſa. vi. 3. i Hab. ili. 3. 


Job xxxvii. 5. * Job ix. 10. 


Cray. III. That God is incomprehenſible. 5 


in ſcales, and the hills in a balance !? Behold the nations are as a drop of a 
bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of a balance: Behold, he taketh up 
the iſles as a very little thing. All nations before him are as nothing ; and they 
are counted to him leſs than nothing and vanity ®. Have ye not known ? Have 
ye not heard? Hath it not been told you from the beginning? Have ye not 
underſtood from the foundations of the carth? It is he that ſitteth upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as gralshoppers ; that ſtretcheth 
out the heavens as a curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell ins. 
Lift up your: eyes on high, and behold who hath created theſe things, that 
bringech out their hoſt by number: He calleth them all by names; by the 
greatneſs of his might, for that he is ſtrong in power, not one faileth *, O 
the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ! How un- 
ſearchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out o! His name alone 
is excellent: His glory is above the earth and heaven. 
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SECT. 2. Delivered to us as from the mouth of God himſelf. 


Tnvs faith the Lord *, I AM THAT I AM ».—The heaven is my throne, 
and the earth is my footitool : Where is the houſe that ye build unto me ? 
3 and where is the place of my reſt? For all theſe things hath mine hand made ée. 
2 8 Am Ia God at hand, faith the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can any hide him- 
2 ſelf in ſecret places, that I ſhould not ſee him? Do not I fill heaven and earth ? 
EL ſaith the Lord 69, | 


SECT."3. Aſerted in the praiſes of his ſervants, 


O Lord our Loxy, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who haſt 
ſet thy glory above the heavens . Bleſſed be thy glorious name, which is exalt— 
ed above all bleſſing and praiſe. Thou, even thou art Lord alone: Thou haſt 
made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their hoſt ; the earth, and all 
things that are therein; the ſeas, and all that is therein; and thou preſerveſt 
them all, and the hoſt of heaven worſhippeth thee >». | 

O LoxD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and ma- 
jeſty. Who covereſt thyſelf with light as with a garment ; who ſtretcheſt out 
the heavens like a curtain. Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters; 
who maketh the clouds his chariot ; who walketh on the wings of the wind <. 


The 
1 Tſa. xl. 12. = Tia. xl. 15, 17. Ia. xl. 21, 23. » Iſa. xl. 26. 
Rom. xi. 33. 7 Pſal. cxlviii. 13. 
$ 2. * Ifa. vi. 1. b Exod, iii. 14. © Ia. Ixvi. 1, 2. 4 Jer, xxiii, 23, 24. 


$ 3. * Pal, viii. 1. d Neh, ix, 5, 6. * Pial, civ. 1, 2, 3. 
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The mountains ſaw thee, and they trembled; the overflowing of the water 
paſſed by; the deep uttered his voice, and lift up his hands on high; the 
ſun and moon ſtood {till in their habitation “. 

Thou God ſeeſt mee: O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me, and known me; 
thou knoweſt my down-ſitting, and mine up-riſing ; thou underſtandeſt my 
thought afar off; thou compaſſeſt my path, and my lying down; and art ac» 
quainted with all my ways t. Thou haſt beſet me behind and before, and laid 
thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me: It is high, I 
cannot attain unto it. Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit ? or whither ſhall I 
fly from thy preſence ? If I aſcend up into heaven, thou art there; if I make 
my bed in hell, behold thou art there; if I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwcil in the uttermolt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand ſhall hold me. If I ſay, ſurely the darkneſs.ſthall cover me; even 
the night ſhall be light about me: Yea the darkneſs hideth not from thee ; but 


the night ſhineth as the day: The darkneſs and the light are both alike to thee 8, 
When I wake, I am {till with thee b. 


C: n m 


That God is eternal. 


SECT. 1. This article taught by prophets and apoſtles. 2. Revealed as in the 


words of God himſelf. 3. Devoutly acknowledged even by a heathen prince, 
4. Celebrated in the praiſes of his ſaints, 


SECT. 1. This article taught by prophets and apaſtles. 


EHOLD God is great and we know him not, neither can the number 

of his years be ſearched out:. He liveth tor ever and ever d. His goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlaſting ©. One day is with the Lord as 
a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one day 4. He is, and was, and is to 
come ©. The true God, the livin, God, and an everlaſting King f. His kingdom 
is an everlaſting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generations. 


Halt thou not kno'vn ? hatt thou not heard? that the everlaſting God the Lord 


fainteth not, neither is weary b, The Lord ſhall endure for ever!; The 


Lord 
d Hab. iii. 10, 8 Gen. xvi. 13. f Pſal. cxxxix. 1, 2, 3. r Pſal. cxxxix. 5, — 12. 
b Plal. cxxxI. 18. 
$ 1. * Job xxxvi. 26. b Rev. iv. 9. Micah v. 2, 4 2 Pet. iii. 8. 
6 Rev. * 4. f Jer. X. 10. 8 Dan, IV. Zo Þ Iſa. xl. 28. 


1 Plal, ix. 7 | 
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Cray. IV. That God is eternal, 7 


Lord ſhall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations . Hap- 


py art thou O Iſrael i. The eternal God is thy refuge; and underneath are the 
everlaſting arms ®. 


Sec r. 2. Revealed as in the words of God himſelf. 


Tu us faith the Lord*. I AM THAT I AM;—this is my name for ever, 
and this is my memorial unto all generations>: For I lift up my hand to 
heaven, and fay, I live for ever ©. Hearken unto me O Jacob, and Iſrael my 
called, I am he, I am the firſt, I alſo am the laſt a; I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord who is, and who was, and who 
is to come, the Almighty *.—The high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whoſe name is holy? Truſt ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah 
is eyerlaſting ſtrength s. 


—* 


SEC r. 3. Devoutly acknowledged even by a heathen prince. 


I NeBUCHADNEZZAR lift up mine eyes unto heaven, and I bleſſed the Moſt 
High, and I praiſed and honoured him, that liveth for ever ; whoſe domini- 
on is an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to genera- 
tion * ; for he is the living God, and ſtedfaſt for ever, and his kingdom that 
which ſhall not be deſtroyed ;. and his dominion ſhall be even unto the end e. 


SECT. 4. Celebrated in the praiſes of his ſaints, 


LorD thou haſt been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the moun- 
tains were brought forth, or ever thou hadſt formed the earth and the world; 


even from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God *, A thouſand years in thy 


ſight are but as yeſterday when it is paſt, and as a watch in the night d. Art 


thou not from everlaſting, O Lord, my God, mine holy one? Thy throne is 


eſtabliſhed of old, thou art from everlaſting 4. Thy name O Lord endureth for 
ever; and thy memorial throughout all generations. Of old haſt thou laid 
the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure; yea all of them ſhall wax old like 
a ATR; ; as a veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they ſhall be changed. But 


thou 
* Pſal. cxlvi. 10. Deut. xxxiil. 29. = Deut. xxxiii. 27, 
$ 2. * Iſa. xvi. 1. | e Exod. iii. 14, 15. Deut. xxxil. 40. 4 Iſai. xlviii. 12. 
Rev. i 8. ; f Iſa. Ivii. 15. 8 Ia. xxvi. 4. 
$ 3. Dan. iv. 34. | b Dan. vi. 26. 
$ 4 * Pal. xc. 1, 2 b Pal, xc. 4. Hab. i. 12, A Paal. xcill. 2 


» CXXNV, 13. 
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thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall have no endf, Thou O Lord remaineſt 
for ever, and thy throne from generation to generation . Now unto the King 
eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be honour and glory for ever 
and ever. Amend, 


. 0s ; 
That God is unchangeable. 


SECT. 1. The teſtimony of prophets and apoſtles on this head. 2, This doc- 
trine delivered to us, as by God himſelf, | 


SECT. 1. The teſtimony of prophets and apoſtles on this head. 


O D willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the immu- 
tability of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath ; that by two immutable 


\ things in which it was impoſſible for God to lie, we might have a ſtrong conſola- 


tion who have fled for retuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet before us*. God 


is not a man that he ſhould lie, neither the ſon of man that he ſhould repent : 


hath he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? or hath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make 


it good o? The Lord of hoſts hath purpoſed, and who ſhall diſanul it? and his 


hand is ſtretched out, and who fhall turn it back ©? He is the ſame yeſterday, 
and to day and for ever 4: The Father of lights with whom is no variableneſs, 
neither ſhadow of turning ©. The counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for ever, and 
the thoughts of his heart to all generations f, 


SES r. 2. This doctrine delivered to us, as by God himſelf. 


\ 


Tu us faith the Lord of hoſts, I] am the Lord, I change not- ;—my counſel 
ſhall ſtand, and I will do all my pleaſure s. Surely as i have thought, ſo ſhall jt 
to come paſs; and as I have purpoſed, ſo ſhall it ſtand e. Hearken unto me, my 
people, and give ear unto me, O my nation 9, Lift up. your eyes to the heavens, 
and look upon the earth beneath; for the heavens ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoke, 
and thexearth ſhall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein ſhall die 
in like manner ; but my ſalvation ſhall be for ever, and my righteouſneſs ſhall 


ty Fees not 
f Pſal. cii. 25, 26, 27. Lam. v. 19. dj; Tim. i. 1). 
$ 1. * Heb. vi. 17, 18. b Numb. xxiii 19. © Ifa. xiv. 27. 4 Heb. xiii. 8, 
James i. 17. f Pſal. xxxiil. 11. | 


$ 2 Mal. iii. 6, d Iſa. xlvi. 10. c Ila, xiv. 24. d Ila IAN. 
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Cn ap: VI. That Cod is independent, Re. | "4 


not be aboliſhed. Hearken unto me, ye that know righteouſneſs, the people 
in whoſe heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid 
of their revilings ; for the moth ſhall eat them up like a garment, and the worm 
ſhall eat them like wool ; but my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and my falya- 
tion from generation to generation“. 


C H A P. VI. 
That God is i ndependent, and that all things depend on him. 


Sc r. 1. He is the author and poſſeſſor of all things. 2. He has no need of the 
ſervices of his creatures. 3. Theſe truths revealed as by the mouth of God. 
4. They depend entirely on him for every tomporal comfort. 5. And for e- 
very ſpiritual bleſſing 


SECT. 1. He is the author and poſſeſſor of all things. 


10D that made the world, and all things therein, ſeeing that he is Lord 
of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; neither 
is worſhipped with mens hands, as though he needed any thing, ſecing he gi- 
veth to all, life, and breath, and all things *. Behold the heaven, and the heaven 
of heavens is the Lord's thy God; the earth alſo with all that therein is *. In whoſe 
hand thy breath is, and whoſe arc all thy ways © ; who holdeth our ſoul in life, 
and ſuffereth not our feet to be moved“: Who giveth food to all fleſh ; for 
his mercy endureth for ever“. He is the moſt high God, poſſeſſor of heaven 
and.ecarth f ;—the bleſſed and only potentate ; the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords* : for of him, and through him, and to him are all things; to whom be 


glory for eyer®, 


SECT, 2. He has no need of the ſervices of his creatures. 


Look unto the heavens, and ſee, and behold the clouds which are higher 
than thou. If thou ſinneſt, what doeſt thou againſt him? or if thy tranſgreſſions 
be multiplied, what doeſt thou unto him? If thou be righteous, what giveſt thou 
him ? or what receiveth he of thine hand ? thy wickedneſs may hurt a man as 
thou art, and thy righteouſneſs may profit the ſon of man*. Can a man be 
Profitable unto God, as he that is wiſe may be profitable untqhimſelf ? Is it any 


| B | pleaſure 
e IIa. Ii. 6, 7, 8. 
$ 1. Ads xvii. 24, 85. » Deut. x. 14. © Dan. v. 23. 4 Pal. Ixvi. 9. 
© Pſal, cxxxvi. 25. Gen. xiv. 19. 1.1 Tim. vi. 15. b Rom. xi. 36. 


S2. Job xxxv. 5—8. D 


10 Of Gop and his PERNTECTIONS. Par Iv 


pleaſure to the Almighty that thou art righteous ? or is it gain to him, that thou : 
makeſt thy way perfect? will he reprove thee for fear of thee ?. will he enter 
with thee into judgment »? 


SECT. 3. Theſe truths revealed as by the mouth of Cod. | 


Hear, O my people, and I will ſpeak ; O Iſrael, and I will teſtify againſt 
thee : I am God, even thy God. I will not reprove thee for thy ſacrifices, or 
thy burnt offerings to have been continually before me. I will take no bullock 
one thy houſe, nor he-goats out of thy folds: For every beaſt of the foreſt 
is mille, and the cattle upon a thouſand hills. I know all the fowls of the moun- 
tains, and the wild beaſts of the field are mine. If I were hungry; I would.not 
tel} thee, for the world is mine, and the fulneſs thereof. Will L cat the fleſh 
of bulls ? or drink the blood of goats ? Offer unto God thankſgiving, and pay 
thy vows unto the moſt High. And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will 
deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me b. 


SECT. 4. They depend entirely on him for every temporal comfort. 


O Loxp of hoſts, God of Iſrael, that dwelleſt between the cherubims, 
thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou haſt 
made heaven and earth *. Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the power, and. 
the glory, and the victory, and the majeſty : For all that is in the heaven, 
and in the earth is thine ; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted. 
as head above all. Both riches and honour come of. thee ; and thou reigneſt 
over all, and in thine hand is power and might, and in thine hand it is to make 
great, and to give ſtrength unto all >; for thou haſt created all things, and for thy 
pleaſure they are and were created ©. O God, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh a, 
O Lord, thou preſerveſt man and beaſt e, the eyes of all wait upon thee, and 
thou giveſt them their meat in due ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thine hand, and ſatiſ- 
fieſt the deſire of every living thing f. Thou haſt granted me life and fayour,, 
and thy viſitation hath preſerved my ſpirit #.. 2 


SECT, 5. And for every ſpiritual heſſing. 


BLESSED is the man whom thou chooſeſt and cauſeſt to approach unto thee, 
that he may dwell in thy courts ; We ſhall be fatisfied with the goodneſs of 


if thy 
> Job xxii. 2, 3, 4. | 
$ 3 8 Pſal. J. 7,——12. $ Pſal. J. 13,—15; 4 
8 4. * Iſa, zxxvii. 16, d 2 Chron. xxiz. 11, 12. © Rev. iv. 11. s Num, 2yi, 22¹ 


* 


| 2 Pſal, xxxvi. 6. 1 Pſal. cxlv. 155 16. 8 Job X. 12. 


* 


Cnay. VII. That God is infinite in knowledge. 504 


thy houſe, even of thy holy temple * : They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with 


the fatneſs of thy houſe ; and thou ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy 


pleaſures ; for with thee is the fountain of life >, Thou wilt ſhew me the path 


of life ; in thy preſence is fulneſs of joy ; at thy right hand are pleaſures for 
evermore e. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 


bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, in heavenly places, in Chriſt 4, 


G. VL 


That God is infinite in knowledge. 


SECT.1, He knoweth perfectly every thing that hath being, 2. He diſcern- 


eth betwixt the righteous and the wicked. 3. He looks particularly to the 
hearts and intents of men, 4. God introduced as declaring theſe truths ; 
5,—His knowledge of future events. 6. This attribute acknowledged and 
adored by his ſervants, 7. Daniel's doxology. 


. 


SE. 1. He hnoweth perfedtly every thing that hath being. 


OD is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all* ; his underſtanding is infi- 
nite d. Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the 
world © : Neither is there any creature that is not maniteſt in his ſight ; but all 
things are naked and open. unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do?. 
Secret things helong unto the Lord eur God © : He diſcovereth deep things out 
of durkneſs, and bringeth out to light the Aae of death. He cutteth out 
rivers among the rocks, and his eye ſeeth every precious thing: For he looketh 
to the end of the earth, and ſeeth under the whole heaven s Hell is naked be- 
fore him, and deſtruftion hath no covering *. He ſetteth an end to darkneſs, 
and ſearcheth out all perfection. He is perfect in knowledge; he is mighty in 
ſtrength, and in wiſdom k. Times are not hidden from the Almighty ': For 
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro wanne the whole earth“: And he 
en. 8 things “. 


B 2 SECT. 2. 
55. Pfal. Bev. 4. * Plat. vrrvi. 8, 9. e Pſal. xvi. 11. 4 Eph, i. 3. 
$1, 1 John i. 5. | » Pfal, cxlvii. 5. © Acts xv. 18. 1 Heb. iv, 13, 
Deut. xxiz, 29. # Job xi, 22. Job xxvilii. 10, 24. b Job xxvi. 6. 
z Job xxvili. 3. K Job xXxvi. 4z 5. I Job XXIV» I, 1 2 Chron, xvi. 9» 


1 John iii. 20, 
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SECT. 2. He diſcerneth betwixt the righteous. and the wicked. 


THe eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good *. 
The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the ſons of men. From the. 


place of his habitation he look eth upon all the inhabitants of the earth: He fa- 


ſhioneth their hearts alike ; he conſidereth all their werks“: His eyes behold, 

his eye-lids try the children of men ©, The ways of a man are before the eyes 
of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings 4; for the Lord is a God of know- 
ledge, and by him actions are weighed *, The Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteousf: He knoweth them that truſt in him s. The eye of the Lord is up- 
on them that fear him; upon them that hope in his mercy; to deliver their ſoul 
from death, and to keep them alive from famine >. He knoweth vain men; he 


_ ſeeth wickedneſs alſo : Will he not then conſider it i ?—The Spirit ſearcheth all. 


things, yea the deep things of God : For what man knoweth the things of a: 
man, fave the ſpirit of man which is in him? even ſo the things of God know. 
eth no man, but the Spirit of God k. 


* 


SECT. 3. He looks particularly to the hearts and intents of men. 


ThE word. of God. is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged 


- ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints 


and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Hell: 


and deſtruction are before the Lord: How much more then the hearts of the 


children of mend. The Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts © : For the Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth; for man 
looketh on the outward: appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart 4. 
Every way of a man is right in his own eyes; but the Lord pondefeth the 
hearts © : The Lord weigheth the ſpirits 7: The proud he knoweth afar off * ; 
God knoweth your hearts“: For the righteous God trieth the hearts and 
reins *. 
When thou doeſt alms, Tet not thy left hand know what thy right hand do- 
eth ; that thine alms may be in ſecret, and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret: 
{hall reward thee openly, And when thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: For they love to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues,. and in the. 


COTNers- 
$ 2, Prov. xv. 3. | d' Pſal. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15. Pſal. xi. 4. 4 Prov. v. 21. 
21 Sam. ii. 3. 1 Pſal. i. 6. 5 Nah. i. 7; * Pſal. XXIili. 18, 196. 
Job xi. 11. k 1 Cor. it. 10, 11. | 
$ 3.. * Heb. iv. 12. Prov. xv. 11. * x Chron. xxvili. 9. 41 Sam. zvi. 7. 
Prov. Xi. 2. 1 Prov. xvi. 2. © Pfal. cxxxviii. 6. > Luke, vi. 35+. 
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corners of the ſtreets, that they may be ſeen of men. But thou, when thou 


prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy 


Father who is in ſecret, and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 
openly. When ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for your 
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye aſk him“. Moreover, 
when ye faſt, be not as the hypocrites of a ſad countenance z but anoint thine 
head, and waſh thy face ; that thou appear not unto men to fait, but unto thy 
Father who is in ſecret ; and thy Father who ſceth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 
openly “. 

Unto the angel of the church of Epheſus, faith he that holdeth the ſeven ſtars 
in his right hand, I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience; and I 
know the blaſphemy of them which ſay they are Jews, and are not, but are of 
the ſynagogue of ſatan ®, Behold I will caſt them into great tribulation ; and all. 


the churches ſhall know that I am he who ſearcheth the reins and hearts “. 


But they ſay, How doth God know ? and is there knowledge in the moſt 
High * ? Can he judge through the dark cloud? Thick clouds are a covering to 
him, that he ſeeth not, and he walketh in the circuit of heaven“: The Lord 
ſhall not ſee ; neither ſhall the God of Jacob regard it. Underſtand ye bru— 
tiſn among the people; and ye fools, when will ye be wiſe ? He that planted 
the ear, ſhall he not hear ? He thar formed the eye, ſhall he not ſee ? He that 
chaſtiſeth the heathen, ſhall not he correct? He that teacheth man knowledge, 
ſhall not he know *? He formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and de- 
clareth unto man what is his thought“: For his eyes are upon the ways of man, 
and he ſeeth all his goings : There is no darkneſs nor ſhadow of death where the 
workers of iniquity may hide themſelves: For he knoweth the ſecrets of the: 
heart. 


SECT. 4. God introduced as declaring theſe truths ; 


Tu us faith the Lord, the heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, who can know it? I the Lord ſearch the heart, I try the reins; even 
to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his do- 
ings : For mine eyes are upon all their ways; they are not hid from my face, 
neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes b. I know their imagination which 
they go about ©. I know the things that come into your minds, every one of 
mo 4, Wo unto them that ſeek deep to hide their counſel from the Lord, and 


their. 
* Matt. vi. 2,8. Matt. vi. 16, 17, 18. = Rev. ii. 1, 2, 9. » Rev. ii. 22, 23. 
* Pſal. bxxiii. 11. Job xxii. 13, 14. 1 Pſal. xciv. 7,10. Amos iv. 13. 


1 Job xxxiv. 21, 22. t Pſal. xliv. 21. | 
$4 * Jer, xvii. 3, 9, 10. er. xvi. 17. Deut. xxxi, ar. 4 Ezek, xi. 5. 
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SECT. 2. He diſcerneth betwixt the righteous. and the wicked. 


Tux eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good . 
The Lord looketh from heaven ; he beholdeth all the ſons of men. From the. 
place of his habitation he look eth upon all the inhabitants of. the earth: He fa- 
ſhioneth their hearts alike ; he conſidereth all their works d: His eyes behold, 
his eye-lids try the children of mene. The ways of a man are before the eyes 
of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings 4 ; for the Lord is a God of know- 
ledge, and by him actions are weighed © The Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteous f: He knoweth them that truſt in him . The eye of the Lord is up- 
on them that fear him; upon them that hope in his mercy; to deliver their ſoul 
from death, and to keep them alive from famine b. He knoweth vain men; he 
ſcetli wickedneſs alſo : Will he not then conſider it : The Spirit ſearcheth all: 
things, yea the deep things of God : For what man knoweth the things of a: 
man, fave the ſpirit of man which is in him? even ſo the things of God know. 


eth no man, but the Spirit of God *. 


* 


SECT. 3. He looks particularly to the hearts and intents of men. 


THe word. of God is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged! 8 
ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joints * 
and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart“ Hell: . 
and deſtruction are before the Lord: How much more then the hearts of the 

children of mend. The Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts © : For the Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth; for man 
looketh on the outward: appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart d. 
Every way of a man is right in his own eyes; but the Lord pondereth the 
hearts © : The Lord weigheth the ſpirits! : The proud he knoweth afar off:; 
God knoweth your hearts“: For the righteous God trieth the hearts and: 


reins “. ö 
When thou doeſt alms, Tet not thy left hand know what thy right hand do- f 
eth; that thine alms may be in ſecret, and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret: £ 
{tall reward thee openly. And when thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as the . 
hypocrites are: For they love to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues,. and in the. 
corners : 
$ 2, Prov. xv. 3. | d' Pſal. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15. * Pal. xi. 4. 4 Prov. v. 21. 
1 Sam. ii. 3. 7 Pfſal. i. 6. 1 Nah. i. 7; d Pſal. XXIiii. 18, 194. 
Job xi. 11. * 1 Cor. ir. 10, 11. 
$ 3. * Heb. iv. 12. Prov. xv. 11. * 1 Chron. xxviii.g, #4 « Sam. zvi. 7; 
* Prov. xxi. 2. 'Proy, xvi. 2. © Pfal. cxxxviii. 6. a Luke, xvi. 15% 
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corners of the ſtreets, that they may be ſecn of men. But thou, when thou 


prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray to thy 


Father who is in ſecret, and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecrer, ſhall reward thee 
openly, When ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for your 
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye aſk him“. Moreover, 
when ye faſt, be not as the hypocrites of a ſad countenance z but anoint thine 
head, and waſh thy face ; that thou appear not unto men to fait, but unto thy 
Father who is in ſecret ; and thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 
openly “. 

Unto the angel of the church of Epheſus, faith he that holdeth the ſeven ſtars 
in his right hand, T know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience ; and I 
know the blaſphemy of them which ſay they are Jews, and are not, but are of 
the ſynagogue of ſatan “. Behold I will caſt them into great tribulation z and all. 
the churches ſhall know that I am he who ſearcheth the reins and hearts “. 

But they ſay, How doth God know ? and is there knowledge in the moſt 
High * ? Can he judge through the dark cloud? Thick clouds are a covering to 
him, that he ſeeth not, and he walketh in the circuit of heaven “: The Lord 
ſhall not ſee ; neither ſhall the God of Jacob regard it. Underſtand ye bru- 
tiſn among the people; and ye fools, when will ye be wiſe ? He that planted 
the ear, ſhall he not hear? He that formed the eye, ſhall he not ſee ? He that 
chaſtiſeth the heathen, ſhall not he correct? He that teacheth man knowledge, 
ſhall not he know *? He formeth the mountains, and createth the wind, and de- 
clareth unto man what is his thought * : For his eyes are upon the ways of man, 
and he ſeeth all his goings : There is no darkneſs nor ſhadow of death where the 
workers of iniquity may hide themſelves; For he knoweth the ſecrets of the: 


heart. 


SECT. 4. God introduced as declaring theſe truths. ; 


Tu us faith the Lord, the heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked, who can know it? I the Lord ſearch the heart, I try the reins; even 
to give every man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his do- 
ings : For mine eyes are upon all their ways; they are not hid from my face, 
neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes >; I know their imagination which 
they go about. I know the things that come into your minds, every one of 
* a, Wo unto them that ſeek deep to hide their counſel from the Lord, and 


their. 
* Matt. vi. 2,8. 1 Matt. vi. 16, 17, 18. = Rev. ii. 1, 2, 9. » Rev. ii. 22, 23. 
* Pſal. Ixxiii. 11. Job xxii. 13, 14, I  Pfal. xciv. 79,—-10, Amos iv. 13. 


Job xxxiv. 21, 22. t Pſal. xliv. 21. | 
$ 4. Jer, xvii. 37 9, 10. * Jer. xvi. 17. 2 Deut. xxx. 21. 4 Ezek, xi. * 
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their works are in the dark; and they ſay, Who ſeeth as? and who knoweth 
use? Behold, even I have ſeen it, ſaith the Lord f. They have committed vil- 
lany in Iſrael, and have ſpoken lying words; even I know, and am a witneſs, 
Con any hide himſelf in ſecret places, that I ſhall not ſee him? Do not I fill hea» 
ven and earth, faith the Lord u? | 


SECT. 5.—His knowledge of future events, 


—THEY have no knowledge that ſet up the wood of their graven image, 
and pray unto a god that cannot fave, Tell ye, and bring them near; yea let 
them take counſel rogether : Who hath declared this from ancient time ? Who 
hath told it from that time? Have not I the Lord? Produce your cauſe, faith 
the Lord ; bring forth your ſtrong reaſons, ſaith the King of Jacob. Let them 
bring them forth, and ſhews us what ſhall happen; let them ſhew the former 
things what they be, that we may conſider them, and know the latter end of 
them; or declare us things for to come. Shew the things that are to come here- 
after, that we may know that ye are gods : Yea, do good, or do evil, that we 
may be diſmayed, and behold it together. Behold ye are of nothing, and your 
work of nought ; an abomination is he that chuſeth you >. Behold the former 
things are come to paſs, and new things do I declare,: Before they ſpring forth, 
I tell you of theme. Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and 
there is none elſe, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times, the things that are not yet done; ſaying, my counſel ſhall ſtand, and J 
will do all my pleaſure 9, 


SecT. 6, This attribute acknowledged and adored by his ſervants. 


O LoxD of hoſts, that trieſt the righreous, and ſeeſt the reins and the heart *, 
thou, even thou only knoweſt the hearts of all the children of men d: For 
thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the ſons of men ©. I know thou canſt 
do every thing, and that no thought can be with-holden from thee 4. Doth not 
he ſee my ways, and count all my ſteps e? O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me, and 
known me. Thou knoweſt my down fitting, and mine up-riſing ; thou under- 
ſtandeſt my thought afar off, Thou coinpaſſeſt my path, and my lying down, 
and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue, 
but lo! O Lord, thou knowelt it altogether f. Whither ihall J go from th ſpi- 


rit ? 
. Iſa. xxix. 15. f Jer. vii. 11. £ Jer. xxix. 23. | > Jer. XXith 24. 
8 5. a Iſa. xlv. 20, 21. b Iſa. xli. 21, — 24. 6 Iſa. xlii. 9. ON & Ia. xlvi. 9, 10. 
S 6. 6 Jer. XX. 12, bl Kings vil. 39. c Jer, xXIXII. 19. ; * Job XII. 2. 


Job xxxi. 4. t Pſal, cxxxix. 1,—4. 
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rit? or whither ſnall I fly from thy preſence ? If I aſcend up into heaven, thou 
art there; if I make my bed in hell, behold thou art there; it I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. If I fay, ſurely the darkneſs 
ſhall cover me; even the night ſhall be light about me. Yea the darkneſs hideth 
not from thee ;. but the night ſhineth as the day: The darkneſs and the light 
are botlvalike to thee : For thou haſt poſſeſſed my reins ; thou haſt covered me 
in my mothers wombs. My ſubſtance was not hid from thee, when I was made 
in ſecret ; and curiouſly wrought in the lowelt parts of the earth. Thine eyes 
did {ee my ſubſtance, yet being imperfect ; and in ahi book all my members 


were written b. 
SECT. 7. Daniels doxology. 


* BrLEssED be the name of God for ever and ever; for wiſdom and might are 
his. He giveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and knowledge to them that know un- 
derſtanding. He revealeth the deep and ſecret things; he knoweth what is in 


the darkneſs, and the light dwelleth with him *. 


— 


E ‚ HRA ͤ· 
That God is unerring in wiſdom. 


8E c r. 1. He is the fountain of wiſdom, 2. His wiſdom is unſearchable. 3. 
The wiſdom of man is fooliſhneſs with God. 4. He giveth wiſdom to them 
that rightly wait on him. 5. The praiſes and prayers of his ſaints on this head. 


SECT. 1. He is the fountain of wiſdom, 


HE RE ſhall wiſdom be found? and where is the place of underſtand- 
ing *? Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept cloſe from 
the fowls of the air d. God underſtandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth 
the place thereof: For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and ſeeth under the 
whole heaven, to make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters 


by meaſure. When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lighten- 
ing 


8 Plal. cxxxiz. 7—1g. * pfal. ix. 15, 16, 
S. 7. * Dan, ii. 20, 21, 224 g 
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ing of the thunder: Then did he ſee it, and declare it; he prepared it; yea, 

and ſearched it out. And unto man he ſaid, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 

is wiſdom ; and to depart from evil is underſtanding ©, 3 5 
Doth not wiſdom cry ? and underſtanding put forth her voice? Unto you, 


O men, I call; and my voice is to the ſons of men“. Counſel is mine, and 


ſound wiſdom : I am underſtanding, 1 have ſtrength*. The Lord poſſeſſed me 
in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was ſet up from ever- 
laſting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, 
I was brought forth ; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Be- 
fore the mountains were ſettled ; before the hills was I brought forth. While 
as yet he had not made the carth, nor the fields, nor the higheſt part of the duſt 
of the world; when he prepared the heavens, I was there. When he ſet a com- 
paſs upon the face of the depth; when he eſtabliſhed the clouds above; when 
he ſtrengthened the fountains of the deep; when he gave to the ſea his decree, 
that the waters ſhould not paſs his commandment ; when he appointed the foun- 
dations of the earth; then was I by him, as one brought up with him; and 1 
was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him ; rejoicing in the habitable 
parts of his earth; and my delights were with the ſons of men !. If any of you 


lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 


braideth not. Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights e. Fain 


SECT. 2. His wiſdom is original and unſearc hable. 


TE Lord of hoſts is wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working # a, 
He is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength *. He hath made the earth by his 
power; he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his wiſdom, and hath ſtretched out the 
kcavens by his diſcretion . The Lord by wiſdom hath founded the earth; by 
underſtanding hath he eſtabliſhed the heavens. By his knowledge the depths 
are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew 4, Who hath directed the 
ſpirit of the Lord, or, being his counſellor, hath taught him ? With whom 
took he counſel ? and who inſtructed him, and taught him in the path of judg- 
ment, and taught him knowledge, and ſhewed to him the way of underſtand- 


ing“? O the depth both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! Hi maar 
able are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out ! For who hath known - 


4he mind of the Lord, or who hath been lis counſellor ? | 
SECT. 3, 
Job vill. 23.—88. 4 Prov. vili. 1, 4. o Prov. viii. 14. f Prov. viii. 22,31, 
« James i. Sy 17. 
$ 2. * Iſa, xxviii. 29. Job ix. 4. © Jer, x. 12. Prov. iii. 19, 20. 
* Ifa, xl. 13, 14. if Rom, xi. 33, 34. * See Jer. xxxli, 198 
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S EKO. 3. The wiſdom of man is fooliſhneſs with God. 


THrERE is no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, nor counſel, againſt the Lord *. 
The Lord bringeth the counſel of the heathen to nought ; he makéth the de- 
vices of the 5 of none effect. He diſappointeth the devices of the crafty, 
ſo that ther hands cannot perform their enterprize : He taketh the wiſe 
in their own craftineſs, and the counſel of the froward is carried headlong © +. 
The wiſdom of the wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the underitanding of the pru- 
dent men ſhall be hid ©, Where is the wiſe ? Where is the ſcribe ? Where is the 
diſputer of this world? Hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world © ? 
Becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of God is 
ſtronger than menf. But God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world to 
confound the wiſe; and God hath choſen the weak things of the world, to con- 
found the, things which are mighty s. 


SECT. 4. He giveth wiſdom to them that rightly wait on him. 


W1rTH him is wiſdom and ſtrength : He hath counſel and underſtanding *. 
He giveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and knowledge to them that know underſtand- 
ing. - Where is God my maker, who teacheth us more than the beaſts of the 
earth, and maketh us wiſer than the fowls of heaven ? Who hath put wiſdom 
in the inward parts? or who hath given underſtanding to the heart“? The Lord 
giveth wiſdom ; out of his mouth cometh knowledge and underſtanding : He 
layeth vp ſound wifdom for the righteous ©. He openeth the ears of men, and 
ſcaleth their inſtruction 7. The only wiſe Gods, giveth to a man that is good 
in his ſight, wiſdom, and knowledge, and joy b. To the intent that now unto 


the principalities and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the church, 
the manifold wiſdom of God i. 


War. . Fi he praiſes and prayers of his ſervants on this head. 


O Lox, how manifold are thy works! In wiſdom haſt thod made them all 
the earth is full of thy riches *. Thy righteouſneſs is like the great mountains; 
thy judgments are a great deep*. Thy way is in the ſea, and thy path in the 


C . | great 
$ 3. Prov. xxi. 30. b Pſal. xxxiii. 10, © Job v. 12, 13. + See Job xii. 16, 17, 20. 
4 Iſa. xxix. 14. 6 x Cor. ji. 20. f 1 Cor. i. 25. £ Cor. i. 27. 
$ 4. Job xii. 13. b Dan. ii. 21. © Job xxxv. 10, 11. 4 Job xxxviii. 36. 


* Prov. ii. 6, 7. Job xxxiii, 16. s Jude 25. b Ecclel. ii. 26. 
i Eph. iii. 10. | 


$ 5. * Plal, ci. 24 -* Plal, Avi. 6, 4 
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great waters ; thy footſteps are not known ©. Yet juſtice and jadgment are the 
habitation of thy throne ; mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face . I eſteem 
all thy precepts, concerning all things, to be right *. Give me underftanding, 
that I may learn thy commandments f. Behold thou deſireſt truth in the inward 
paris; and, in the hidden part, thou ſhalt make me to know wiſdom s. To God 
only wiſe be glory, through Jeſus Chriſt, for ever b. 


| E IX. 


That God is of almighty power* © 


SECT. 1. The teſtimony of the ſacred writers on this head. 2. His power is: 
terrible to his enemies. 3.— None can withſtand it. 4.—Celebrated in the 
praiſes and prayers of his ſaints, 5. The doxology of the apoſtle Paul. 


Szcr. 1. 7. he teſtimony of the ſacred writers on this head: 


ING unto the Lord, bleſs his name ; ſhew forth his ſalvation from day to: 
diy. Declare his glory among the 8 his wonders among all people. 
For the Lord is great, and greatly to be praiſed : He is to be feared above all: 
gods. Honour and majeſty are before him y ſtrength and beauty are in his., 
ſanctuary . Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the 
Lord glory and ſtrength+*. Aſcribe ye ſtrength unto God: His excellency is: 
aver Iſrael, and his ſtrength is in the clouds ©. The Lord äs clothed with ma- 
jeſty; the Lord is clothed. with ſtrength, wherewith he hath girded himſelf “. 
With God is terrible majeity ; touching the Almighty, we cannot find him out: 
He is excellent in power and in judgment ©. If I ſpeak of ſtrength, lo he is 
{trong f : He is wile in heart, and mighty in, ſtrength : Who hath hardened: 
himſelf againſt him, and hath proſpered s? Behold God is mighty; he is mighty. 
in ſtrength and wiſdom *. Great. is our Lord, and of great power. He doth 
great things paſt finding out; yea, and i without number x. For the in- 
viſible things of God, from the creation of the world, are clearly ſeen, being 


_ underſtood by the things that are made; even his eternal power and Godhead i. 


: God 
„ Pfal. Ixzvii. 19. 2 Pfal. Ixxaix, 14. Pfal. cxix: 128, — b pfal. exiz. 73. 
8 Pſal. li. 6. u Rom. xvi. 27. | 
$ 1, * Pſal. xcvi. 2, 3, 4» d Pfal. xevi. 6, 7. < Pſal. Izviii. 34. 4. Pal. xciii. r. 
Job xxxvii. 22, 23. f Job ix. 19. Job ix. 4. Job xxavi. 5. 
i Pfſal. exlvii. 5. * Job ix. i. Rom. i. 20 


I Chron, xvi. 27. + Paal. xxix. 2 1 
\ 


* 
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God hath ſpoken once; twice have I heard this, That power belongeth unto 
God a. Haſt thou not known? haſt thou not heard, that the everlaſting God 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the carth, fainteth not neither is wea— 
ry ? He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he in- 
creaſeth ſtrength ®. The Lord will give ſtrength unto his people o. God is my 
ſtrength and power; and he maketh my way perfet e #, The Lord is my 
{ſtrength and my ſhield ; and he is the ſaving ſtrength of his anointed a. My 
fleſh, and my heart faileth ; but God is the ſtrength of my heart and my por- 
tion for ever *,—Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might Truſt 
ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength *, 


SECT. 2. His power is terrible to his enemies. 


Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy works! through the greatneſs of 
thy power ſhall thine enemies ſubmit themſelves unto thee :. Who knoweth the 
power of thine anger®*? Thou ſhalt break them with a rod of iron; thou ſhalt 
daſh them in pieces like a potter's veſſel *.—The Lord is the true God, and an 
everlaſting king ; at his wrath the earth ſhall tremble, and the nations ſhall not 
be able to abide his indignation 4, He ruleth by his power for ever, his eyes 
behold the nations; let not the rebellious exalt themſelves*, If God will not 
withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do ſtoop under him f. 


SECT. 3.— Mone can withſtand it. 


Tus ſaith the Lord, is my hand ſhortened at all that it cannot redeem ? or 
have I no power to deliver“? I am the Almighty God*. I am the Lord, the 
God of all fleſh ; is there any thing too hard for me ©? See now that I, even 1 
am he; and there is no God with me; I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I 
heal; neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand“. Who then is 


able to ſtand before me * f. 


C 2 Aer. 
= Pſgl, Iii. 21. » Iſa. l. 28, 29. * Pſal. xxix. 11. r 2 Sam. xxii. 33. 
2 Plal. xxvili. 7, 8. r Pſal. Ixxiii. 26. 1 Eph. vi. 10. © Ila. xxvi. 4. 
$ 2. * Pſal. Ixvi. 3. % Pſal, xc. 11. « Plal. ii. 9. 4 Jer. x. 10. 
© Pſal. Ixvi. 7. f Job ix. 13. 
$3. IIa. I. 1, 2. Gen. xvii. 1. Jer. xxxii. 27, d Deut. xxxii. 39. 
Job xli. 10. See Hab. iii. 19. and Plal, xxvii. 1. + Ezek, xxii. 14. 
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S EC T. 4,—Celebrated in the praiſes and prayers of his ſaints. 


An Lord God, there is nothing too hard for thee, the great, the mighty God, 
the Lord of hoſts, great in counſel, and mighty in work“; I know that thou 
canſt do every thing 
ven? and ruleſt not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine 
hand is there not power and might, ſo that none is able to withſtand thee*®? In 
thine hand it is to make great, and to give ſtrength unto all“. O Lord God 
thou haſt ſher wn thy greatneſs, and thy mighty hand: For what God is there in 
heaven or in carth that can do according to thy works, and according to thy 


might ©? Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like thee? 


glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders * ? Who in the heaven can 
be compared unto the Lord ? Who among the ſons of the mighty can be likened 
unto the Lord? O Lord God of hoſts, who is a ſtrong Lord like unto thee s? Thou 
haſt a mighty arm; ſtrong is thy hand, and high is thy right hand“! Bleſſed is 
the people that know the joyful ſound; for thou art the glory of their ſtrength ; 
and in thy favour our horn ſhall be exaltedi: For the Lord is our defence, and 
the holy One of Iſrael is our king *, 

Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord; neither are there any 
works like unto thy works; ; for thou art great, and doeſ wondrous things !. 
Give car, thou that dwelleſt between the cherubims; ſhine forth; ſtir up thy 
ſtrength, and come and ſave us”. My ſoul thriſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth 
ſor thee, to ſec thy power and thy glory, ſo as I have ſeen thee in the ſanQuary®, 
Be thou exaltcd O Lord in thine own ſtrength?. Gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, 
O molt mighty, with thy glory and majeſty; and thy right hand ſhall teach thee 
terrible things. The Lord ſhall ſend the rod of thy ſtrength out of Zion; thy 
people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power“. 


Scr. 5. The doxology of the apoſtle Paul. 


Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly, above all that we 


aſk or think, according to the power that worketh in us; unto him be glory in 


the church by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen“. 


AF. 


E 4. Jer. xxxil. 175 18, 19. d Job xlii. 2. © 2 Chron. xx. 6. 
Deut. iii. 24. f Exod. xv. 11, * Pal. Ixxxix. 6, 8. 
1 Pal. Ixxxix. 15, 17. 
» Pſal. Ixiii. 1, 2. 


$ 5. 6 Eph. 111. 205 21. 


4 x Chron. xxix. 12. 
b Pſal. Ixxxix. 13. 


* Pſa]. lzxxix. 18. 1 Pfal. Ixxxvi. 8, 10. m Pal. Ixxx. 1, 2. 
q Pſal. CX. 2, Jo 


o Plal, xxi. 13. ? Plal, Av. 3, 4. 


O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in hea- 
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— 


Co HA; . bs 


Of the power of God as manifeſted in the creation of the univerſe. * 


SEC r. 1. That God is the Creator of all things. 2. The account of the crea- 


tion given by Moſes. 3. His account of the creation of man. 4. The hea- 
vens called to praiſe him as their Maker. 5. The vanity of idols when com- 
pared with the Creator of the heavens and earth. 6. Scriptural repreſenta- 
tions of the power of God creating this world. 7. The obligation on reaſon- 
able creatures to worſhip their Maker. 8. God repreſented as declaring him- 
ſelf the maker of all things. 9. The adoration and praiſes of his ſervants rela- 
tive to this great character of the Deity. 


\ 
SECT. 1. That God is the Creator of all things, 


Hroven faith we underſtand, that 'the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, fo that things which are ſeen, were not made of things which do 
appear*. The Lord by wiſdom hath founded the earth; by underſtanding hath he 
eſtabliſhed the heavens», By him were all things created that are in heaven, 
and thar are in earth; viſible and inviſible; whether they be thrones, or domi- 
nions, or principalities, or powers; all things were created by him and for him“ 
For of him, and through him, and to him are all things 4. | 


* 


SECT. 2. The account of the creation given by Moſes. 


In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was 
without form and void; and darkneſs was upon the face of the deep; and the 
ſpirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God faid, Let there be 
light; and there was light*. And God faid, Let there be a 1 in the 


midſt of the waters; and let it divide the waters from the waters; and it was 


ſob. And God ſaid, Lat the waters under the heaven be gathered cher un- 


to one place, and let the dry land appear; and it was ſo* And God ſaid, Let the 


earth bring forth graſs, the herb yielding ſeed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit 
after his kind, whoſe ſeed is in itſelf upon the earth; and it was ſo d. And 
God ſaid, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven, to divide the day 


from 
$ 1, * Heb. xi. 3. b Prov. ili. 19, © Col. i. 16. d Rom. xi. 36. 


$ 2» 0 Gen. i. I, 27 30 5 Gen, i, 6. 7. by Gen, l, 9, | 0 Gen. i. II, 
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ſrom the night; and let them be for ſigns and for ſeaſons, and for days and 
years; and it was ſo. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule 
the day, and the leſſer light to rule the night. He made the ſtars alſo; and ſet 


them in the firmament of the heaven, to give light upon the carth*. And God 


ſaid, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, 
and fowl that may fly above the carth in the open firmament of heaven. And 
God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the 
waters brought forth abundantly ; and every winged fowl after his kind f, And 
God ſaid, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind; cattle and 
creeping thing, and beaſt of the carth, after his Kind; and it was fo. And God 
ſaw that it was good s. 


Ser. z. His account of the creation of man, 


Anp God faid, Let us make man in our image, after our likeneſs ; and let 
them have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creep- 
eth upon the earth. And the Lord God formed man of the duſt of the ground, 
and breathed into his noſtrils the breath of life, and man became a living ſoul b. 
And the Lord God ſaid, It is not good that the man ſhould be alone: I will 
make him an help meet for him. And the Lord God cauſed a deep flecp to fall 
upon Adam, and he ſlept ; and he took one of his ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh 
in{tcad thereof. And the rib which the Lord God had taken from man, made 
he a woman, and brought her unto the man ©, So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them 4, 


SECT. 4. The heavens called to praiſe God as their maker. 


By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the hoſt of ho 
by the breath of his mouth. Ile ſpake and it was done, he commanded and it 


ſtœod faſt *. He alone ſpreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves 


of the ſea; he maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the 


ſouth ». Praiſe ye the Lord from the heavens ; praiſe him in the heights. Praiſe 


ye 75 all his angels; praiſe ye him all his hoſts. Praiſe ye him ſun and moon ; 
praiſe him all ye ſtars of light, Praiſe him ye heavens of heavens, and ye . 
ters that be above the heavens. Let them praiſe the name of the Lord; for he 


commanded and they were created: he hath alſo eſtabliſhed them for 55 and 


| ever: 
© Gen. i. 14.—17. Gen. 1. 20, 21. & Gen. i. 24, 25. 


$ 3. Gen. i. 26. d Gen. ii. 7. 


© Gen. ii, 18, 21, 22. J Gen. i. 27. 


$ 4. * Pal. xxxili. 6, 9. d Job. ix, 8, 9. 


* 


By? 
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ever: he hath made a decree which ſhall not paſs ©. He appointeth the moon 


for ſeaſons; the ſun knoweth his going down d. All thy works {hall praife thee 


O Lord, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee '. 


SECT. 5. The vanity of idols whin compared with the Creator of the 
heavens and earth, 


EvERY man is brutiſh in his knowledge; every founder is confounded by 
the graven image; for his molten image is falſehood, and there is no breath in 
them: They are vanity and the work of errors; in the time of their viſitation 
they ſhall periſh *. The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, 
even they ſhall periſh from the earth, and from under theſe heavens*. The 
portion of Jacob is not like them ; for he is the former of all things e: He hath 
made the earth by his power; he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his wiſdom, 
and hath ſtretched out the heavens by his diſcretion *. Lift up your eyes on high, 
and behold jwho hath created theſe things, that bringeth out their hoſt by 
number; he calleth them all by names; by the greatneſs of his might, for that 
he is ſtrong in power, not one faileth*, Vhierefore we preach unto you, that 


ye ſhould turn from theſe vanities unto the living God, who made heaven, and 


earth, and the ſea, and all things that are therein f. 


S x C r. 6. Scriptural repreſentations of the power of God creating this world. 


Tux earth is the Lord's, and the. fulneſs thereof; the world, and they that 
Jwell therein: For he hath founded it upon the ſcas, and eſtabliſhed it upon 
the floods. He ſtretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth 
the earth upon nothings. He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds, and 
the cloud is not rent under them. He hath compaſſed the waters with bounds,. | 
until the day and night come to an ende. He gathereth the waters of the ſea 
together as an heap ; he layeth up the deep in ſtorehouſes 4, Who hath gather- 
ed the winds in his fiſts? who hath bound the waters in a garment ?- who hath: 
eſtabliſhed all the ends of the carth*? Who hath meaſured the waters in the. 
hollow of: his hand? and meted out heaven with the ſpan ? and comprehended:. 
the duſt of the earth in a meaſure? and weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the 
hills in a balance? that ſtretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and ſpreadet!y 
them out as a tent to dwell inf? Thy God, O Iſrael, is he that formeth the 


moun=- 
* Pſal. cxlviii. 1,— 6. 4 Pfal. civ. 19. © Pſal. cxlv. 10. 
$5, Jer. x. 14, 15. * Jer. x. 11. © Jer. X.. 16. d Jer. x. 12. 
* Iſa. xl. 26. Acts xiv. 15. 
S6. fal. xxiv. 1, 2. Job xxvi. 7. * Job xxyi. 8, 10, #4 Plal, xxxiil, 7- 


6 Prov. XXX. 4. f Iſa. xl. 12 22. 
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monntains, and createth the wind, that maketh the morning darkneſs, and 
treadeth upon the high places of the earth; the Lord of hoſts is his names, 
He layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters; he maketh the clouds his 
clariots; he walketh upon the wings of the wind“. He divideth the ſea with 
his power, and by his underitanding he ſmiteth through the proud. By his 
ſpirit he hath garniſhed the heavensi ; the earth he hath eſtabliſhed for 
cverk, 


SEC T. 7. The obligation on reaſonable creatures to worſhip their Creator. 


Gop who made the world and all things therein, ſecing that he is Lord of 
beaven and earth, giveth to all life and breath and all things; and hath made 
of one blood all nations of men tor to dwell on all the face of the earth *® The 
Lord he is God ; it is he that hath made us, and not we ourſelves», Happy is he 
that hath the God of ob tor his help; whole hope is in the Lord his God, 
who made heaven, and earth, the ſea and all that therein is 4. O come and let us 
ſing unto the Lord; for the Lord is a great God, and a great king above all 
gods; in his hand are the deep places of the earth; the ſtrength ot the hills is 
his alſo. The ſea is his, and he made it; and his hands formed the dry landau. 
O come, let us worſhip and bow down; let us kneel bctore the Lord our 
maker*®© : Fear God, and give glory to him; and worthip him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the ſca, and the tountains of waters *, 


Sec r. 8. Cod repreſented as declaring himſelf the maker of all things. 


Tus faith the Lord, the holy One of Iſrael, and his Maker * ; the Loid that 
created the heavens, God himſelf that tyrmed the earth and made it, he hath e- 
ſtabliſhed it; he created it not in vain; he formed it to be inhabited >. I have 
made the earth and created man upon it; I, even my hands have {ſtretched out 
the heavens, and all their hoſts have I commanded. Mine hand alſo hath laid 
the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath ſpanned the heavens ; when 
I call unto them they ſtand up together“. I am the Lord that maketh all things; 
that {tretcheth forth the heavens alone; that ſpreadeth abroad the earth by my- 
ſcli* ; that giveth the ſun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and 
of the ilars, for a light by night f. I form the light, and create darkneſs ; I 


make 
Amos iv. 12, 13. b Pſal. civ. 3. i Job xxvi. 12, 13, * Pſal. Ixxvili. 69. 
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make peace and create evil; I the Lord do all theſe things * b. J am the Lord 
your holy One, the Creator of Iſrael, your king b. 

Thus faith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and ſtretched them 
out; he that ſpread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that 
giveth breath unto the people upon it, and ſpirit to them that walk therein i ; 
the Lord who ſtretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the 
carth, and formeth the ſpirit of man within him *: I have made the earth, the 
man and the beaſt that are upon the ground, by my great power, and by my 
outſtretched arm 1.—I have created him for my glory, I have formed him, yea 
I have made him'®. This people have I formed for myſelf ; they ſhall ſhew forth 
my praiſe a. Who art thou that thou ſhould be afraid of a man that ſhall die, and 
of theſon of man which ſhall be made as graſs ? and forgetteſt the Lord thy maker 
that hath ſtretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth * ? Fear 
ye not me, ſaith the Lord? will ye not tremble at my preſence ; who have placed 
the ſand for the bound of the ſea by a perpetual decree that it cannot pals it; 
and though the waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet can they not prevail; 
though they rore, yet can they not paſs over it v? 


Sz cr. 9. The adoration and praiſes of his ſervants, relative to this great 
character of the Deity. 


Tuo art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power; for 
thou haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were created“. 
O Lord, how manifold are thy works? in wiſdom haſt thou made them all »! 
Of old haſt thou laid the foundation of the earth ©, that it ſhould not be remo- 
ved for ever: thou coveredit it with the deep as with a garment 4; and the hea- 
vens are the work of thy hands *. Bleſſed be thy glorious name, which is ex- 
alted above all bleſſing and praife ; for thou, even thou art Lord alone. Thou 
haſt made heaven, the heaven of heavens with all their hoſt, the earth and all 
things that are therein; the ſeas, and all that is therein; and thou preſerveſt 
them all; and the hoſt of heaven worſhippeth thee f. Thy word is ſettled in 
heaven; thou haſt eſtabliſhed the earth, and it abideth ; they continue this day 
according to thine ordinances ; for all are thy ſervants . The heavens are thine; 
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* This text and ſome ſimilar paſſages in ſcripture are ſtated in oppoſition to the opinions of the Magi, 
« (which prevailed i in the eaſtern countries, particularly in Perſia, and was like io creep in among the 
„ Jews) concerning two oppoſite principles maintaining a continual ſtruggle in all nature; the one, the 


author of good, of light, and peace; the other, of evil, darkneſs, and miſery.” 
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the earth alſo is thine ; as for the world and the fulneſs thereof thou haſt found- 
ed them. The north and ſouth thou haſt created them. The day is thine, 
the night alſo is thine ; thou haſt prepared the light and the ſun : thou haſt ſet 
all the borders of the earth; thou haſt made ſummer and winter 1. O Lord 
our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth; who haſt ſet thy glory a- 
bove the heavens ! When I conſider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers; the 
moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; what is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him? and the ſon of man that thou viſitelt him * ? 

O Lord thou art our father, We are the clay, and thou our potter ; and we 
| all are the work of thy hand!. I will praiſe thee; for I am fearfully and won- 
| derfully made: For thou haſt poſſeſſed my reins ; thou haſt covered me in my 
mother's womb. My ſubſtance was not hid from thee when I was made in ſe- X 
6 cret; and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt parts of the earth. Thine eyes did ** 
fee my ſubſtance, yet being imperfect ; and in thy book all my members were | 
written, which in continuance were faſhioned, when as yet there was none of 
1 them n. Thine hands have made me, and faſhioned me together round about ;— 
it thou haſt made me as the clay; thou haſt clothed me with ſkin and fleſh ; and haſt 
fenced. me with bones and ſinews*®. The ſpirit of God hath made me; and 
the breath of the Almighty hath given me life®. Thy hands have made me, 
and faſhioned me; give me underſtanding that I may learn thy commandments v. 


AN 


CH A © Al 
Of the power of God manifeſted in his Providence. 
W S Er. 1. This power diſplayed in the clouds. 2. In the ſtormy winds, in 


| froſt and ſnow. 3. In the thunder. 4. In the animal tribes, 5. This power 
10 declared as in words of the Almighty. 6. The praiſes of the ſaints of God 


— — — — — * 


i"! in the view of his power. 7,—And as it was diſplayed in bringing Iſrael out of 
[i] Egypt. 
| [ — SECT. 1. The power of God diſplayed in the clouds. 


Know. that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is above all gods: Whatſo- 
ever the Lord pleaſed that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the ſeas, and: 


all deep places :. Great things doth he which we cannot comprehend o Who 
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in the heaven can be compared unto the Lord ©? Doſt thou know the balancing 
of the clouds, the wondrous works of him which is perfect in knowledge? Haſt 
thou with him ſpread out the ſky 4? Can any underſtand the ſpreadings of the 
clouds, or the noiſe of his tabernacle © ? He cauſeth the vapors to aſcend from 
the ends of the earth; he maketh the lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the 
wind out of his treaſuries*, He maketh ſinall the drops of water; they pour down 
rain according to the vapor thereof; which the clouds do drop and diſtil upon 
man abundantly s. By watering he wearieth the thick cloud; he ſcattereth his 
bright cloud; and it is turned round about by his counſels ; that they may do 
whatſoever he commandeth them upon the face of the world in the earth. He 
cauſeth it to come whether for correction, or for his land, or for mercy n. He 
covereth the heavens with clouds; ke prepareth rain for the earth; he maketh 


graſs to grow upon the mountains ; he giveth to the beaſt his food, and to the 
young ravens which cry i, 


* 


SECT, 2. In the ſtormy winds, in froſt and ſnow. 


PRAISE the Lord from the earth ye dragons and all deeps ; fire and hail, 
ſnow and vapors, ſtormy wind fulfilling his word '. For he faith to the ſnow, 
Be thou upon the earth; likewiſe to the ſmall] rain, and to the great rain of his 
ſtrength >. Out of the ſouth cometh the whirlwind z and cold out of the north. 
By the breath of God froſt is given; and the breadth of the waters is ſtraitned e. 
He ſendeth forth his commandment upon earth; his word runneth very ſwiftly : 
he giveth ſnow like wool; he ſcattereth the hoar froſt like aſhes; he caſteth 
forth his ice like morſels ; who can ſtand before his cold? He ſendeth out his 
word and melteth them ; he cauſeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow *. 


SECT. z. In the thunder, 


0 


Lo theſe are parts of his ways; but how little a portion is heard of him ? 
the thunder of his power who can underſtand *? Hearken unto this, O man, 
ſtand ſtill and conſider the wondrous works of God > | Hear attentively the 
noiſe of his voice, and the ſound that goeth out of his mouth. He directeth it 
under the whole heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of the earth. After it a 
voice roreth ; he thundreth with the voice of his excellency ; God thundreth 
marvellouſly with his voice. When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude 
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of waters in the heavens, and he cauſeth the vapors to aſcend from the ends of 
the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of 


his treaſures4, The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory: 


thundeicth, The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full 
of Majeity. The voice ot the Lord divideth the flames of fire; the voice of the 
Lord thaketh the wilderneſs*®. He removeth the mountains, and. they know 
not; he overturneth them in his anger. He ſhaketh the earth out of her place; 
and the pillars thereof treniblef , He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he 
overturneth the mountains by the roots. He bindeth the floods from over- 
flowing; and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light 6. Tremble thou 


earth, at the preſence of the Lord, at tne preſence of the God of Jacob; who. 


turned the rock into a ſtanding water, the flint into a fountain of waters b. 


, 


SECT. 4. In the animal tribes. 


As k now the beaſts, and they ſhall teach the; and the fowls of the air, and 
they ſhall tell thee ; or ſpeak to the earth, and it ſhall teach thee; and the fiſhes: 
of the-ſea ſhall declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all theſe that the hand 
of the Lord hath wrought this?? Let every thing that hath breath praiſe the 
Lord*, Praiſe the Lord from the earth ye mountains, and all. hills, fruitful 
trees and all cedars; beaſts and all cattle, creeping things, and flying fowl; for 
his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven e. He ſend- 
eth the ſprings into the valleys, which run among the hills: they give drink to 
every beaſt of the field; the wild aſſes quench their thirſt. He watereth the 
hills from his chambers ; he cauſeth the graſs to grow for the cattle, and herb- 
for the ſervice of man; that he may bring forth food out of the earth 4: Up- 
holding all things by the word of his power“. 


SECT. 5. This power declared as in words of the Almighty: 


Gixp up now thy loyns like a man; for I will demand of thee, and anſwer 


thou me. Where waſt thou when laid the foundations of the earth? who 


hath laid the meaſures thereof? or who hath ſtretched. the line upon it? where- 
upon are the foundations thereof faſtened: or who laid the corner ſtone there- 
of *; Who ſhut up the ſea. with doors, when it broke forth as if it had iſſued out 


of. 
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of the womb ? When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkneſs 

a ſwaddling band for it; and brake up for it my decreed place, and ſet bars 

and doors; and ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no further; and here ſhall 

thy proud waves be ſtaid d. Haſt thou commanded the morning ſince thy days? 

and cauſed the day ſpring to know his place * ? Haſt thou entered into the 

fprings of the ſea ? or haſt thou walked in the ſearch of the deep? have the 

gates of death been opened unto thee ? or hatt thou feen the doors of the ſlia— 

dow of death“? Haſt thou entered into the treaſures of the ſnow? or haſt thou 

ſeen the treaſures of the hail ©? Who hath divided a water courſe for the over— 

flowing of waters? or a way for the lightning of thunder“? Hath the rain a fa- 
ther ? or who hath begotten the drops of the dew? out of whoſe womb came 
the ice? and the hoary froſt of heaven, who hath gendered it ?? Canſt thou 

bind the ſweet influences of Pleiades, or looſe the bands of Orion? Canſt thou 

bring forth Mazzaroth in his ſeaſon; or canſt thou guide Arcturus with his ſons? 

Knowelt thou the ordinances of heaven! canſt thou ſer the dominion thereof in 

the earth? Canſt thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters 

may cover thee ? Canſt thou ſend lightnings that they may go, and ſay unto 
thee, here we are >! Who can number the clouds in wiſdom? or who can ſtay 
the bottles of heaven i. | 

Who hath ſent out the wild aſs free? or who hath looſed the bands of the 
wild aſs *?—Will the unicorn be willing to ſerve thee, or abide by thy crib! ? 
—Gavelit thou the goodly wings unto the peacock ? or wings and feathers un- 
to the oſtrich *? Haſt thou given the horſe {trenpth ? haſt thou clothed his 
neck with thunder *?—Doth. the hawk fly by thy wiſdom ?. Doth the eagle 
mount up at thy command, and make her neſt on high*? 

Haſt thou an arm like God? or canſt thou thunder with- a voice like him? 
Deck thyſelf now with majeſty and excellency ; and array thy ſelf with glory 
and beauty; caſt abroad the rage of thy wrath ; and behold every one that is 
proud, and abaſe him; look on every one that is proud and bring him low ; 
and tread down the wicked in their place v; hide them in the duſt together, and. 
bind their faces in ſecret; then will 1 alſo confeſs unto thee, that thine own right. 


hand can ſave thee . 


SES r. 6. The praiſes of the faints of God in the view of his power. 


O Lord my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and 
majeſty :. who covereſt thyſelf with light as with a garment; who ſtretcheſt 
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out the heavens like a curtain“; who laid the foundations of the earth that it 
ſhould not be removed for ever, Thou coveredſt it with the deep as with a 
garment ; the waters ſtood above the mountains, At thy rebuke they fled ; at 
the voice of thy thunder they haſted away. They go up by the mountains; they 
go down by the valleys unto the place which thou haſt founded for them *. The 
carth is ſatisfied with the fruit of thy works ©; the earth is full of thy riches. So 
is this great and wide {ea wherein are things creeping innumerable, both ſmall 
and great 4. Theſe wait all upon thee ; that thou mayeſt give them their meat 
in due ſeaſon. Thou openelt thine hand, they are filled with good, Thou hideſt 
thy face, they are troubled ; thou takeſt way their breath, they die and return 
to their duſt, Thou ſendeſt forth thy ſpirit ; they are created; and thou re- 
neweſt the face of the earth“. 


SECT, . Aud as it was diſplayed in bringing Iſrael out of Egypt. 


Tuo art the God that doſt wonders ; thou haſt declared thy ſtrength a- 
mong the people. Thou haſt with thine arm redeemed thy people, the ſons of 
Jacob and Joſeph. The waters ſaw thee, O God, the waters ſaw thee ; they 
were afraid; the depths alſo were troubled *. With the blaſt of thy noſtrils the 
waters were gathcred together; the floods ſtood upright as an heap; and the 
depths were congealed in the heart of the fea d. The clouds poured out water, 
the ſkies ſent out a ſound; thine arrows alſo went abroad. The voice of thy 
thunder was in the heaven; the lightnings lightned the world; the earth trem- 
bled and ſhook. Thy way is in the ſea, and thy path in the great waters, and 
thy footſteps are not known e. Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in 
power : Thy right hand, O Lord, hath daſhed in pieces the enemy. And in the 
greatneſs of thine excellency thou haſt overthrown them that roſe up againſt 
thee. The enemy faid I will purſue, I will overtake, I will divide the ſpoil : 
Thou didſt blow with thy wind, the ſea covered them; they ſank as lead in the 
mighty waters 4. God came from Teman, and the holy One from mount Paran, 
His glory covercd the heavens, and the earth was full of his praiſe. He beheld 
and drove aſunder the nations, and the everlaſting mountains were ſcattered, the 
perpetual hills did bow : His ways are everlaſting *, 


CHAP, 
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. 


Of the power of God diſplayed in the government of the world, or, of the 
dominion of God. 


S Ec r. 1. He ruleth over all things in heaven and carth. 2, All the human 
race are ſubje& to him. 3. Every thing relating to them is diſpoſed of accord- 
ing to his will. 4. Of the decrees and purpoſes of God. 5. Though his ways 
cannot be fully known, yet they mult be perfectly righteous. 6. The Al— 
mighty introduced aſſerting his ſupreme dominion. 7. That ſupreme domini- 
on belongs to him only. 8. His dominion over kingdoms and nations. 9. His 
dominion over individuals. 10. He delivers them that truly ſeek him. 11. He 
will diſappoint and conſume his adverſaries. 12. Threatenings againſt his ad- 
verſaries denounced as from his own mouth. 13. His promiſes to ſuch as re- 
turn and ſubmit to him. 14. The joy of the ſaints in the view of the domini- 
on of God. 15. He aſſures his people of his protection and favour. 16. His 
people worchip him as Lord over all. 17. The exalted idea that is given of 
the ſupreme dominion of God in our Lord's prayer. 


SECT. 1. He ruleth over all things in heaven and earth. 


HE. Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ru- 
| leth over all'. A thouſand thouſands miniſter unto him, and ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand tand before him d. Bleſs the Lord, ye his angels that 
excel in ſtrength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his 
word. Bleſs ye the Lord, all ye his hoſts, ye miniſters of his that do his plea- 
ſure © ;—who maketh his angels ſpirits ; his miniſters a flaming fire % Praiſe 
him in the firmament of his power © : For the Lord is a great God, and a great 
King above all gods. In his hand are the deep places of the earth; the ſtrength 
of the hills is his alſof. Honour and majeſty are before him; ſtrength and beau- 
ty are in his ſanctuary s. He doth great things and unſearchable ; marvellous 
things without number vd. Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed that did he, in heaven 
and in earth, in the ſeas, and all deep places*, He looketh on the earth, and 
it trembleth; he toucheth the hills and they ſmoke* : The pillars of hea- 
ven tremble, and are aſtoniſhed at his reproof i. The Lord is the true God, and 
an everlaſting King; at his wrath the earth ſhall tremble, and the nations ſhall 
not be able to abide his indignation *. 
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SECT. 2. All the human race are ſubjed to him. 


Tux moſt High liveth for ever; whoſe dominion is an everlaſting domini- 


on, and his kingdom is from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of 


the earth are reputed as nothing ; and he doth according to his will, in the ar- 
my of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can ſtay his 


hand, or ſay unto him, what doſt thou“? He is the King of heaven, all whoſe 


works arc truth, and his ways judgment, and thoſe that walk'in pride he is able 
to abaſe d. For the kingdom is the Lord's; and he is the governor among the 
nations. All they that be fat upon the earth ſhall worſhip; all they that go 
down to the duſt ſhall bow before him*. Dominion and fear are with him, 
Such as be bleſſed of him ſhall inherit the earth ; and they that be curſed of 
him ſhall be cut off © ? | 


SECT. 3. Every thing relating to them is diſpoſed of according to his will. 


Gop that made the world, and all things therein, is Lord of heaven and earth, 
and hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of 
the carth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation . The race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong ; 
neither bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to men of underſtanding, nor yet fa- 
vour to men of ſkill ; but time and chance happeneth to them all s. The lot 
is calt into the lap, but the whole diſpoſing thereof, is of the Lord. There 
are many devices in a man's heart ; nevertheleſs the counſel of the Lord that 
ſhall ſtand. The horſe is prepared againſt the day of battle; but ſafety is of 
the Lord ©. Affliction cometh not forth out of the duſt, neither doth trouble 
ſpring out of the ground ?; promotion cometh neither from the eaſt, nor from 
the welt, nor from the ſouth; but God is the judge; he putteth down one, and 
ſetteth up another s. He is in one mind; who can turn him? and what his ſoul 
deſireth, even that he doth *. If he cut off, and ſhut up, or gather together, 
then who can hinder himi, who worketh all things after the counſel of his own 
will“? When he giveth quietneſs, who can make trouble? and when he hideth 
his face, who then can behold him? Whether it be done againſt a nation, or 


againſt a man only!. Behold he taketh away; who can hinder him? Who 


will ſay unto him, what doeſt thou“? The Lord hath done that which he had 
{deviſed ; 


$ 2. Dan. iv. 34, 35. b Dan. iv. 37. * Pſal. xxii. 28, 29. 4 Job xxv. 2. 


Pſal. xxxvii. 22. 
$ 3. Acts xvii. 24, 26. b Eccleſ. ix. 1 f. © Prov. xvi. 33. 4 Prov. xix. 21. 
© Prov. xxi. 31. Job v. 6. 8 Plal. Ixxv. 6, 7. * b Job xxiii. 13. 


Job xi, 10. * Eph. i. 11. Job xxxlv. 29. m Job ix. 13. 
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deviſed ; He hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded a. The counſel of 


the Lord ſtandeth for ever; and the thoughts of his heart to all generations“. 


SECT. 4. Of the decrees and purpoſes of God. 


We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpoſe : For whom he did foreknow, 
he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of his fon. Moreover, 
whom he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom he called, them he 
alſo juſtified; and whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified. What ſhall we 
then ſay to theſe things? If God be for us, who can be againſt as *? —Many 
be called but few choſen d: For I tell you of a truth, many widows were in 
Iſrael in the days of Elias: but unto none of them was Elias ſent, ſave unto Sa- 
repta a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow, And many lepers were 
in Iſracl, in the time of Elizeus the prophet ; and none of them were cleanſed, 
ſave Naaman the Syrian ©, What then? The election hath obtained it, and the 
reſt were blinded ; according as it is written, God hath given them the ſpirit 
of lumber, eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and ears that they ſhould not hear un- 
to this day 3. And not only this, but when Rebecca alſo had conceived by one, 
even by our father Iſaac, the children being not yet born, neither having done 
any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God according to election might ſtand, not 
of works, but of him that calleth, it was ſaid unto her, the elder ſhall ſerve the 
younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated. What 
ſhall we fay then? Is there unrighteouſneſs with God? God forbid ! For he 
ſaith, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy ; and I will have compaſ- 
ſion on whom I will have compaſſion, So then it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God that ſheweth mercy ©. For the ſcripture ſaith 
unto Pharaoh, even for this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that I might 
ſhew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the 
earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth. Thou wilt ſay then unto me, why doth he yet find fault? for 
who hath reſiſted his will? Nay but, O man, who art thou, thou that replieſt 
againſt God f ?—I will anſwer thee, that God is greater than man, Why doeſt thou 
{trive againſt him? for he giveth not account of any of his matters *. Shall 
the thing formed ſay to him that formed it, why haſt thou made me thus? Hath 
not the potter power over the clay, of the ſame lump to make one veſſel unto 
honour, and another unto diſhonour ? What if God willing to ſhew his wrath, 
and to make his power known, endured with much long- ſuffering the veſſels of 


E wrath 
Lam. ii. 17. * Pſal. xxxiii. 11. 
$4. *® Rom. viii. 28,.—31. b Matth. xx. 16. © Luke iv. 25, 26, 27. 4 Rom. xi. 7, 8, 
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wrath fitted to deſtruction; and that he might make known the riches of his: 
glory on the velle]s of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory“? As he 
ſaith alſo in Oſce, I will call them my people, which were not my people, and 
beloved, which was not beloved: And it ſhall come to paſs, that in the place 
where it was ſaid unto them, ye are not my people; there ſhall they be called 
the childien of the living God', 


Sec T. 5 Though his ways cannot be fully known, yet they muſt be perfectly 


righteous, 


O Tax depth of the riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! how 
unſcarchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt finding out! for who h.th: 
known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counſeller “?? Who hath. 5 
enjoined him his way ? or who can ſay, thou haſt wrought iniquity >? Who | 
l hath directed the ſpirit of the Lord, or being his counſeller hath taught him? 
With whom took he counſel ? and who inſtructed him ©? Men know not the 
thoughts of the Lord, neither underitand they his counſels *? As thou knoweſt 
not what is the way of the ſpirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of | 
her that is with child; even ſo thou knoweſt not the works of God who ma- 5 
keth all ©, , 
Wo unto him that ſtriveth with his Maker. Let the potſherd ſtrive with 
the potſherds of the earth: Shall the clay ſay to him that faſhioned it, what ma- 
keit thou? or thy work, He hath no hands f. Aſcribe ye greatneſs unto our 
God; for all his ways are judgment; a God of truth and without iniquity, juſt 
and right is hes. The eyes of the Lord preſerve knowledge; and he overthrow- 
eth the words of the tranſgreſfor ®. The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord's 
throne is in heaven; his eyes behold, his eye-lids try the children of men. The 
Lord trieth the righteous ; but the wicked and him that loveth violence his ſoul 
hateth*', The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works *. 
There is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking 
of gifts!, Clouds and darkneſs are round about him; righteouſneſs and judg-- 


ment are the habitation of his throne * *. 
SECT, 
„ Rom. ix. 20,23» 1 Rom. ix. 25, 26. 
$ 5. Rom. xt. 33, 34. d Job xxxvi. 23, © Iſai, xl. 13, 14. à Mic. iv. 294 
* Ecclel. xi. 5. - f Iai. xlv. 9. Deut. xxxil. 3, 4. b Prov. xXii. 12. 
5 Pal. xi, 4, 5: * Pla). cxlv. 17. 2 Chron, xix. 7. = Pſal. xcvii. 2. 


* More texts might have been added on this important ſubject: But as this would have anticipated 
what will be found in the chapter“ on the righteouſnels of God”, the reader is referred to that, 
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Sx c T. 6. The Almighty introduced aſſerting his ſupreme dominion. 


Trxvs faith the Lord, the heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footſtool“. 
Counſel is mine, and ſound wiſdom; I am underſtanding ; I have ſtrength: By 
me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth>. I am the Lord 
that maketh all things ; that ſtretcheth forth the heavens alone, that ſpreadeth 
abroad the earth by myſelf; that fruſtrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh 
diviners mad; that turneth wiſe men backward, and maketh their knowledge 
fooliſh ; that confirmeth the word of his ſervant, and performeth the counſel of his 
meſſengers; that ſaith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers e. I ap- 
pointed the ancient people; and the things that are coming, and ſhall come 9. I 
form the light, and create darkneſs; I make peace and create evil; I do all theſe 
things*. Surely as J have thought, ſo ſhall it come to paſs; and as I have pur- 
poſed ſo ſhall it ſtandf, My counſel ſhall ſtand; and I will do all my pleaſures, 
am the Lord which exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the 
carth; for in theſe things do I delight ſaith the Lord >, Be ſtill and know that 
I am God. I will be exalted among the heathen; I will be exalted in the 
earthi, I have ſworn by myſelf, the word is gone out of my mouth in righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſhall not return; that unto me every knee ſhall bow, every 


tongue ſhall ſwear k. 


SECT. 7. That ſupreme dominion belongs to him only. 


ThE Lord reigneth ; he is clothed with majeſty: The Lord is clothed with 
ſtrength wherewith he hath girded himſelf*, He is the living God, and ſtedfaſt 
for ever; and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed ; his dominion 
ſhall be even unto the end®*. He is the bleſſed and only potentate; the King of 
kings, and the Lord of lords“; the one lawgiver who is able to fave and to de- 
ſtroy a. The God of gods, and Lord of lords; a great God mighty and ter- 


rible, who regardeth not perſons nor taketh reward *. 


SECT. 8. His dominion over kingdoms and nations. 


THz moſt high ruleth in the kingdom of men; and giveth it to whomſoever 
he will!: Wiſdom and might are his; he changerh the times and the ſeaſons ; 


E 2 he 
$6. * Ia. Ixvi. 1. b Prov. viii. 14, 15, 16. © Ta. zliv. 24.—27. 4 Ta, xliv. 7 
© Iſa. xlv. 7. f Iſa. xiv. 24» * Ia. xlvi. 10. d Jer. ix. 24. 
I Pſal. xl vi. 10. k Iſa. xlv. 23. 
S7. * Pfal. xciii. tr, Dan. vi. 26, © 1 Tim. vi. 15. „ et. 
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he removeth kings, and ſetteth up kings o. With him is ſtrength and wiſdom: 
he leadeth counſellors away ſpoiled, and maketh the judges fools: He 
looſeth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle : he leadeth 
princes away ſpoiled, and overthroweth the mighty. He removeth away 
the ſpeech of the truſty, and taketh away the underſtanding of the aged. 
He poureth contempt upon princes “, and weakeneth the ſtrength of the mighty “*. 
He encreaſcth the nations, and deſtroyeth them; he enlargeth the nations and 


{traitencth them again. He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of 
the earth, and cauſeth them to wander in a wilderneſs where there is no way *. 


The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord; as the rivers of waters he turneth 


it whitherſoever he will ©. 


Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let men ſay among the 
nations, The Lord reigneth*. God is the king of all the earth: Sing ye praiſes 
with underſtanding. God reigneth over the heathen; God ſitteth upon the throne 
of his holineſs : for the ſhields of the earth belong unto God; he is greatly ex- 
alteds, The Lord of hoſts hath purpoſed ; who ſhall diſanul it? his hand is 
{ſtretched out; who ſhall turn it back s? Who hath hardened himſelf againſt 
him, and hath proſpered '? The floods have lifted up, the floods have litted up 
their voic e; the floods lift up their waves. The Lord on high. is mightier than. 
the noiſe of many waters; yea than the mighty waves of the ſea*, The Lord 
ſitteth upon the flood; yea the Lord ſitteth king for ever 1. He ſtilleth the noiſe 
of the ſeas, the noiſe of their waves, and the tumulr of the people n. The hea- 
then raged, the Kingdoms were moved; he uttered his voice, the earth melted a. 
Come, behold the works of the Lord; what deſolations he hath made in the earth! 
He maketh wars to ceaſe unto the ends of the earth; he breaketh the bow and 
cutteth the ſpear in ſunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. In Judah is 
God known; his name is great in Iſrael. There brake he the arrows of the bow, 
the ſhield and the ſword and the battle . The bows of the mighty men are bro- 


ken; and they that ſtumbled, are girt with ſtrength 2. Through. God we ſhall 


do valiantly ; for he it is that ſhall tread down our enemies*, Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates ; and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors; and the king of glory 


hall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord, ſtrong and mighty: The 
Lord mighty in battle *. 


S E T.9. His dominion. over individuals. 


TnEx Lord killeth, and maketh alive; he bringeth down to the grave, and 
bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor, he bringeth low and lifteth up. He rai- 


ſeth 


b Dan. ii, 20, 21. * See Pfal. cvii. 39, 40. © Job xii. 16,— 21. 4 Job xii. 23, 24. 
* Prov. xxi. 1. * 1 Chron. xvi. 31. "Pal. xlvil. 7, 8, 9. b Iſa. xiv. 27. 

i Job ix. 4. * Pal. xciii. 3, 4. I Pfal. xxix. 10. m Plal. xv. 7. 

* Pſal. xlvi. 6, o Pal. xlvi. 8, 9. ? Pſal. IXxvi. 1, 3. 
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ſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghil, to 
| ſet them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory *. He that 
is mighty hath done great things, and holy is his name, He hath ſhewed ſtrength 
with his arm; he hath ſcattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts; 
he hath put down the mighty from their ſeats, and exalted them of low degree. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath ſent empty a- 
way *. God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble *. He poureth 
contempt upon princes, and cauſeth them to wander in the wilderneſs where 
there is no way; yet ſetteth he the poor on high from affliction, and maketh him 
families like a flock 4. The Lord lifteth up the meek ; he caſteth the wicked 
down to the ground*. He exalteth the horn of his people, the praiſe of all his 
ſaints . He hath ſtrengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath bleſſed thy chil- 
dren within thee 8. 


SECT. 10. He delivers them that truly ſeek him. 


Tat Lord is great in Zion, and he is high above all people *. God hath power 
to help and to caſt down o: He is able to ſave and to deſtroy ©. Call upon me, 
faith the Lord, in the day of trouble : 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify 
me“. I ſought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears. 
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and ſaved him out of all his 
troubles ©, The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call 
upon him in truth: He will fulfil the deſire of them that fear him: He alſo will 
hear their cry, and will fave them f.—But we had the ſentence of death in our» 
ſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God which raiſeth the dead; 
who delivered us from ſo great a death, and doth deliver ;. in whom we truſt | 
that he will yet deliver uss. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you“: 
Caſting all your care upon him, for he carcth for you i. The Lord knoweth. 
how to deliver the. godly out of temptations, and to reſerve the unjuſt unto the 
day of judgment to be puniſhed *. Such as fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
death, being bound in affliction and iron; becauſe they rebelled againſt the 
words of God, and contemned the counſel of the moſt High, therefore he brought 
down their heart with labour ; they fell down, and there was none to help :— 
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he ſaved them out of their 
diſtreſſes; he brought them out of darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, and brake 
their bands in ſunder '. Oh that men would praiſe the Lord for his wonderful 


works 
$ 9. 1 Sam. 14, 6, 7, 8. Luke. i. 49, 51, 52, 33. James iw, 6. 4 Pfal. cvii. 40, gt. 
* Pſa]. cxlvii. 6. 5 Pſal. cxlviii. 14. 4 Pſal. cxlvii. 13. 
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works to the children of men ! For he hath broken the gates of braſs, and cut 


the bars of iron in ſunder. Fools, becauſe of their tranſgreſſion, and becauſe 
of their iniquities, are afflicted: Their ſoul abhorreth all manner of meat, and 
they draw near unto the gates of death.—Then they cry unto the Lord in their 
trouble, he ſaveth them out of their diſtreſſes. He ſent his word, and healed 
them, and delivered them from their deſtructions *. 

Oh that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs ! and let them ſacrifice 


the ſacrifices of thankſgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing”. He exe- 


cuteth judgment for the oppreſſed ; he giveth food to the hungry: The Lord 
looſcth the priſoners ; the Lord openeth the eyes of the blind; the Lord raifeth 
them that are bowed down; the Lord preſerveth the ſtrangers ; he relieveth 
the fatherleſs and widow : But the way of the wicked he turneth upſide down '. 
The Lord doth build up Jeruſalem ; he gathereth together the outcaſts of Iſrael : 
He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds”, It is God who 
quickeneth the dead, and calleth thoſe things which be not as tho” they were “. 
His way is perfect: The word of the Lord is tried; he is a buckler to all thoſe 
that truſt in him. It is God that girdeth me with ſtrength, and maketh my way 
perfect *.—The Lord ſhall reign for ever; even thy God, O Zion, unto all ge- 
nerations *. | 


SECT. 11. He will diſappoint and conſume his adverſaries. 


Tux Lord reigneth, let the people tremble ; he ſitteth between the cherubims, 
let the earth be moved“. The Lord ſhall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue 
that ſpeaketh proud things: Who have ſaid, with our tongue will we prevail; 
our lips are our own 3 Who is lord over us*? Who is the Lord, that we ſhould 
obey his voice e? The Lord bringeth the counſel of the heathen to nought ; he 


maketh the devices of the people of none effects, Why do the heathen rage? 


and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth ſet themſelves, 
and the rulers take counſel together againſt the Lord, and againſt his anointed, 
ſaying, Let us break their bands aſunder, and caſt away their cords from us. 
He that ſitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh; the Lord ſhall have them in deriſion. 
Then ſhall he ſpeak to them in his wrath, and vex them in his ſore diſpleafure e. 
Is not deſtruction to the wicked ? and a ſtrange puniſhment to the workers of 
iniquity “? Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous 
into life eternal s: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againſt all un- 


podlineſs 
m Pfal. cvii. 15,20, * Pſal. cvii. 21, 22. „ fal. cxlvi. 7, 8, 9. v Pfal. cxlvli. 2, 3. 
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godlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. Becauſe of theſe, cometh the wrath of 
God upon the children of diſobedience . Enter into the rock, and hide thee in 
the duſt, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majeſty, For the day 
of the Lord of hoſts ſhall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon 
every one that is lifted up, and he ſhall be brought low ; and the loftineſs of 
man ſhall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of man ſhall be made low; and 
the Lord alone ſhall be exalted x. Shall not his excellency make you afraid? 
and his dread fall upon you!? For lie bringeth down them that dwell on high ® : 
He ſhall cut off the ſpirits of princes ; he is terrible to the kings of the earth“. 
Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings; be inſtructed, ye judges of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiſs the Son, leſt he be 
angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is Kindled bur a little; 
Bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in him *, 


SECT. 12. Threatnings againſt his adverſaries denounced as from his 
own mouth. 


YouRk words have been ſtout againſt me, faith the Lord; ye have ſaid, It is 
vain to ſerve God; and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance * ? 
What is the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve him? and what profit ſhould we 
have, if we pray unto him e? They ſay unto them that deſpiſe me, Ye fhall 
have peace; and they ſay unto every one that walketh after the imagination of 
his own heart, No evil ſhall come upon you“. Do they provoke me to anger, 
ſaith the Lord? Do they not provoke themſelves to the confuſion of their own 
faces“? Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, I will bring evil upon them, which they 
ſhall not be able to eſcape ; and though they ſhall cry unto me, I will not hear- 
ken unto them ©. Though they dig into hell, thence ſhall mine hand take them; 
though they climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down ; and though 
they hide themſelves in the top of Carmel, I will ſearch and take them out 
thence. The Lord of hoſts is he that toucheth the land, and it ſhall melt - and 
all that dwell therein ſhall mourn f. — For I am a great king, faith the Lord of 
hoſts ; and my name is dreadful among the heathen . | 

Wilt thou alſo diſanul my judgment? Wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayeſt 
be righteous* ? I even I am the Lord, and there is none that can deliver out of 
my hand: I will work, and who ſhall let iti ? Behold, as the clay is in the 
potter's hand, ſo arc ye in mine hand *, Can thine heart endure, or can thine 


F | g hands 
„ Rom. i. 9. 1 Eph. v. 6. * Iſa. ii. 10, 12, 17. 1 Job xiii. If. 
n Ia. xxvi. 5. * Pſal. Ixxvi. 12. * Pal. ii. 10, 11, 12. 
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hands be ſtrong in the days that I ſhall deal with thee? I the Lord have ſpoken 
it . Though thou exalt thyſelf as the eagle, and though thou ſet thy neſt among 
the ſtars, thence will I bring thee down, faith the Lord“: For thus ſaith the 
Lord, My ſervants ſhall eat, bur ye ſhall be hungry: My fervants ſhall drink, 
but ye ſhall be thirſty : My ſervants ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall be aſhamed : My 
ſervants ſhall ſing for joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, and ſhall 
how! for vexation of ſpirit “. | 


SECT. 13. His promiſes to ſuch as return and ſubmit to him. 


AT what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; if that nation, againſt whom 
I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought 
to do unto them: And at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it ; if it do-evil m my fight, that it 
obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good wherewith I ſaid I would be- 
nefit them *. Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Repent, and turn from your 
idols, and turn away your faces from all your abominations ; that the houſe of 
Iſrael may be my people, and I may be their God d. If ye be willing and obe- 
dient, ye ſhall cat the good of the land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be 
devoured with the ſword ; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it *. Return, 
thou backſliding Iſrael, faith the Lord, and I will not «cauſe mine anger to fall 
upon you: For I am merciful, ſaith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for 
ever 4. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, ſaith the Lord of hoſts ©, 
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your ſins may be blotted out t. 
Let the.wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let 


him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon, 


SECT. 14. The joy of the ſaints in the view of the dominion of God. 


Tu Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of the iſles be 
glad *, For the Lord will not caſt off his people; neither will he forſake his in- 
heritance : But judgment ſhall return again unto righteoufneſs ; and all the up- 
right in heart ſhall follow it > : For the Lord is our defence; the Holy One of 
Iſrael is our King ©, God is my King of old, working falvation in the midſt of 


the 
1 Ezek. xxii. 14. m Obad. 4. * Ia. Izv. 13, 14. | 
$ 13. Jer. xviii. 7,—10, » Exek. xiv. 6, 11. © Ia. i. 19, 20. d Jer, iii. 12. 
- © Mal. iii. 7. Acts ili. 19. b Ia. lv. 7. N 
$ 14. Pal. xcvii. 1. b Pſal. xci v. 14, 15. Pal. Ixxxix. 18. 
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CuAP. XII. Of the dominion of Cod. 41 
the earth 3. He ſhall chooſe our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob 
whom he loved“. The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawpiver, the Lord 
is our King; he will fave us“. Cry out, and ſhout, thou inhabitant of Zion; 
for great is the Holy One of Iſrael in the midſt of thee 2. Salvation, and ho- 


nour, and power unto the Lord our God! Alleluia! for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth ! Let us be glad, and rejoice, and give honour to him, 


SECT. 15. He aſſures his people of his protection and favour. 


TRE Lord hath choſen Zion; he hath deſired it for his habitation, This is 
my reſt for ever: Here will I dwell, for I have deſired it. I will abundantly 
bleſs her proviſion ; I will ſatisfy her poor. with bread : I will alſo clothe her 
prieſts with ſalvation ; and her ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy. All they that 
were incenſed againſt thee ſhall be aſhamed, and confounded ; they ſhall be as 


nothing; and they that ſtrive with thee ſhall periſh. Thou ſhalt ſeck them, and 


ſhalt not find them. They that war againſt thee ſhall be as nothing, and as a 
thing of nought ; for I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, ſaying unto 
thee, Fear not, I will help thee >. Thou ſhalt know, that I the Lord am thy 
Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob*®. Fear thou not, for 
I am with thee : Be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee, 
yea I will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righte- 
ouſneſs *,— The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth theme. He hath ſaid, L will never forſake thee ; ſo that we 
may boldly ſay, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man ſhall do 
unto mef. The Lord is my rock, my fortreſs, and my deliverer : He is a 
buckler to all them that truſt in him s. If God be for us, Who can be againſt us“? 
Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world Let all thoſe that 
put their truſt in thee rejoice ; let them ever ſhout for joy, becauſe thou de- 


fendeſt them : For thou, Lord, wilt bleſs the righteous ; with favour wilt thou 


compaſs him as with a ſhield -. -The Lord God is a ſun and ſhield ; the Lord 


will give grace and glory ; no good thing will he with-hold from them that walk 
uprightly l. 


1 SECT. 
4 Plat. ae. 12. „Paal. xlvii. 4. f Iſa. xxx. 22. x Iſa, xii, 6. 
* Rev. XIix. I, 6, 7. 
$ 15. * Pfal. cxxxii. 13,16. Þ Iſa. xli. 11, 12, 13, © Ta. Ix. 16. 4 Iſa. xli. 10. 
*. Pſal. xxxiv. 7, f Heb. xiii. 5, 6. & 2 Sam. Xxii, 2, 31. * Rom. viii. 31. 


11 John iv. 4. k Pfal. v. 11, 1a. 1 Pſal, Ixxiv. 11. 
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42 Of Gop and his PxREECTIONS, PART I. 


SECT. 16. His people worſhip him as Lord over all. 


O Lonp my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and 
majeſty . Thy throne is eſtabliſhed of old; thou art from everlaſting v. 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majeſty ; for all that is in the heaven, and in the earth, is thine : Thine 
is the kingdom, O Lord ; and thou art exalted as head above all. Both riches and 
honour come of thee : Thou reigncit over all ; and in thine hand is power and 
might : In thine hand it is to make great, and to give ſtrength unto all. O 
Lord God of our fathers, Art not thou God in heaven? and ruleſt not thou over 
all the kingdoms of the heathen, ſo that none is able to withſtand thee ©? 
There is none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art great, and thy name is great 
in might. Who would not fear thee, O King of nations ? For to thee doth it 
appertain®: And the hoſt of heaven worſhippeth thee “. | 
O Lord God, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the Kingdoms of 
I" the earth, Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear : Open, Lord, thine eyes, 

and ſee : Save thou us, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou 
f art the Lord God, even thou only s. Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee; 

the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain b. Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and. 
Wu grant us thy falvation *: 
1 I will extol thee, my God, O King; and I will bleſs thy name for ever and 
| | ; | ever *. All thy works ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee : 
Wl They ſhall ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power; to make 
known to the ſons of men thy mighty acts, and the glorious majeſty of thy 
11/98 kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and thy dominion endureth 
[18 throughout all generations 1. I will praiſe thee, O Lord, with my whole heart ;. 
fl I will ſhew forth all thy marvellous works; I will be glad, and rejoice in thee ; 
0 F will ſing praiſe to thy name, O thou Moſt High : For thou haſt maintained 
1 my right and my cauſe; thou ſatteſt in the throne, judging right. Thou haſt 
rebuked the heathen; thou haſt deſtroyed the wicked; thou haſt put out their 
name for ever and ever n. And they that know thy name will put their truſt 
in thee : For thou, Lord, haſt not forſaken them that ſeek thee 2. All my 
bones ſhall ſay, Lord, Who is like unto. thee ? who delivereſt the poor from. 
him that is too ſtrong for him; yea, the poor and the needy from him that 
ſpoileth him e. For lo! thine enemies, O Lord, thine enemies ſhall periſh ; all 
the workers of iniquity ſhall be ſcattered ?. Great and marvellous are thy works, 


Lord 
$ 16, * Pfal. civ. 1. * Pſal. xcili. 2. © 1 Chron. xxix. 11, 12. 4 2 Chron. xx. 6. 
e Jer. x. 6, 7. f Neh. ix. 6. 8 2Kinps xix. 15, 16, 19. V Pal. Ixxvi. 10. 
1 Pſal. Ixz xv. 7. * Pſal. cxlv. 1. 1 Pſal. cxlv. 10, —13. m Pſal, ix. 1, 2, 4, 5+ 


5 Pſal. ix. 10. @ Pſal. XXV. IQ, P Plal, xcii. 9. 


CHar, XIII. Of the holineſs of God, &e. - 43 


Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints 2. Now, 
unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, be honour and glory for ever and 


ever. 


SECT. 17. The exalted idea of the ſupreme dominion of God, that is given 
in our Lord's prayer. 


Oux Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name: Thy kingdom 
come: Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven, Give us this day our 
daily bread : And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors : And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: — For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen *, 


E RN A F. ANIL 
Of the holineſs of God, or the abſolute refitude and perfection of his nature. 


SECT. 1. The holineſs of God adored by the heavenly hoſt. 2. Dccl ired by 
his prophets and apoſtles. 3. Teltified as by the Almighty himſell. 4. Cele- 
brated in the praiſes and prayers of his ſaints. . 


SE CT. 1. The holineſs of God adored by the heavenly hoſt. 


19 the year that King Uzziah died, I ſaw the Lord fitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. Above it ſtood the ſeraphims : 
each one had ſix wings; with twain he covered his face, with twain he cover- 
ed his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and ſaid, 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hoits, the whole carth is full of his glory *. 
They reſt not day and night, ſaying, Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glo- 


rify thy name, for thou only art holy *, 


S Er. 2. Declared by his prophets and apoſtles. 


THERE is none holy as the Lord ; neither is there any rock like our God * ; his 
way is perfect; the word of the Lordis tried d. The law is holy, and the command- 


F 2 ment 
Rev. xv. 3. 1 Tim. i. 17, | 
$ 17. Matth. vi. 9,.— 13. 
$1, IIa. vi. 1, 2, 3. d Rev. iv. 8. © Rev, xv. 4. 


$ 2, 1 Sam. ii. 3. » Pſal, xvili. 30. 2 
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44 Of Gop and his PERTYESTTOo&NVsSV. PART I. 


ment holy, and juſt, and good e. As he who hath called you is holy, ſo be ye 
holy in all manner of converſation 4. The law of the Lord is perfect, convert- 
ing the foul; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, cnduring for ever; the judgments of the Lord are 
true, and righteous altogether ©, Every word of God is pure f. The Lord is 
riphteous in ll his ways, and holy in all his works*. God judgeth the righte- 
ous ; and God is angry with the wicked every day >. The ſacrifice of the wick. 
ed, the wiy of the wicked, even his prayer, is an abomination to the Lord“; 
but the prayer of the upright is his delight; for-the righteous Lord loveth righ- 
teouſneſs 3 his countenance doth behold the upright *, Holy and reverend is 
his name 1. Sing unto the Lord, O ye ſaints of his, and give thanks at the re- 
membrance of his holineſ. *. Glory ye in his holy nume; let the heart of them 
rejoice that ſeek the Lord; bring an offering, and come before him, worſhip the 
Lord in the beauty ot holineſs”. Ex4ilt the Lord our God, and worſhip at his 
holy hill; for the Lord our God is holy e. The Lord is our defence, and the 
holy One of Ilrael is our king?. Cry out and ſhout thou inhabitant of Zion; 
tor cat is the holy One of Iſrael in the midſt of thee *, 


* 


SECT. 3. Teſtified as by the Almighty himſelf. 


Trvs ſaith the Lord your redeemer, the holy One of Ifrael.. I am the Lord. 
your holy One, the Creator of Iſrael, your king *, the high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy place b. 
I will make my holy name known in the midit of my people Iſrael ; and I will 
not let them pollute my holy name any more; and the heathen ſhall know, that 
I am the Lord, the holy One in Ifrael -. Ye ſhall be holy unto me; for I the 
Lord am holy, and have ſevered you from other people, that ye ſhould be mine 4. 
the Lord which ſanctify you, am holy *. Be ye holy for I am holy ? ;—and- 
thou thalt rejoice in the Lord, and ſhalt glory in the holy One of Iſrael s. | 


SECT. 4. Celebrated in the praiſes and prayers of his ſaints. 


Tnov art holy, O thou that inhabiteſt the praiſes of Iſrael * ; and holineſs be- 
cometh thine houſe, O Lord, for ever *. For thou art not a God that hath plea- 
ture in wickedneſs ; neither ſhall evil dwell with thee, The fooliſh ſhall not 

ſtand 


© Rom. vii. tz, — 2 x Pet. i. 15. © Pſal xix. 7, 8, 9. Prov. xxx. 5. 
1 Plal. cxlv. 17, b Pfal. vii. 11. 1 Prov. xv. 8. 9. and chap. xxviii. 9. 
* Pfal. xi 7. 1 Plal, cxi. 9. m Pal. xxx 4. » x Chron, xvi. 10, 29. 
© Plal. xcix 9. ? Pſal. Ixxxix. 18. IIa. xi. 6. | | 
$ 3. IIa. aliii. 14, 15, v Iſa. lvii. 15. * Ezek. xxxix. 7, d Lev. Au. 26. 
© Lev. xxi. 8. 1 1 Pet. i. 16. g Ila. Ai. 16. | 
$ 4+ Pſal. xxii. 3. b Plal. x6iii, 5. 
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Cup. XIV. Of the goodneſs of Cod. 45 


ſtand in thy ſight ; thou hateſt all workers of iniquity. Thou ſhalt deſtroy 
them that ſpeak leaſing; the Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful man ©. 
Let the people tremble ; let them praiſe thy great and terrible name ; for it is 
holy“. According to thy name, O God, ſo is thy praiſe unto the ends of the earth; 
thy right hand is full of righteouſneſs :. Look down from heaven, and behold 
from the habitation of thy holineſs, and of thy glory. Save us, O God of our 
ſalvation, and gather us together; that we may give thanks to thy holy name, 
and glory in thy praiſe “. My mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and 
thy ſalvation all the day. Thy righteouſneſs, O God, is very high! O God, 
who is like unto thee ? I will praiſe thee with the pſaltery, even thy truth, O 
my God; unto thee will I ſing with the harp, O thou holy One of Iſracl bd. My 


mouth ſhall ſpeak the praiſe of the Lord; and let all fleſh bleſs his holy name tor 
ever and ever i, 


VF 
Of the goodneſs of God. 


SECT. I. A general view of this attribute, 2. His goodneſs to all his crea- 
tures. 3. His beneficence to the ſons of men. 4. His goodneſs diſplayed to- 
wards them in their various neceſſities. 5. His diſtinguiſhed goodneſs to them 
that truly fear him. 6. His delight in his people. 7. His promiſes to them. 
8. The divine goodneſs moſt illuſtriouſly diſplayed in the redemption of man- 
kind. 9. The praiſes of the ſaints for his goodneſs in nature, and to the ani- 
mal tribes. 10,-For his peculiar goodneſs to the children of men. 11.—For 
his loving kindneſs to his people. 12. The prayers of his ſervants entreating 
his favour. 13. Their ſure hope of being heard. 


SECT. 1, A general view of this attribute, 


W1LL mention the loving kindneſſes of the Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord, 

according to all that he hath beſtowed on us; and his great goodneſs towards 
us, according to the multitude of his loving kindneſles *. How great is his 
goodneſs ! how great is his beauty *. He giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things. The earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord d. | 


SECT. 


„Pfl. v 4, 3, 6 4 Pſal. xcix. 7, 3. * Pſal. vin. 16. Ifas lid. 25. 
8 1 Chron, xvi. 35. _ Þ Pial. Ixxi. 15, 19, 22. Plal. cxlv. 21. TIEN 


Tx Ila. lil 7. Zech. ix. 17. 9 Ads xvil. 25. 4 Pfal. xxxiii. 5, 


46 Of Gon and his PERFECTIONS, PART I. 


SECT. 2. His goodneſs to all his creatures. 


Sins unto the Lord with thankſpiving ; ſing, praiſe unto our God; who co- 
vereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh 
40 graſs to grow upon the mountains . He ſendeth the ſprings into the valleys, 
which run among the hills: they give drink to every beaſt of the field ; the 
ö wild aſſes quench their thirſt'. The trees of the Lord are full of ſap; the ce- 

ö dars of Lebanon which he hath planted; where the birds make their neſts: as 
| for the ſtork the fir-trees are her houſe. The high hills are a refuge for the wild 
. goats, and the rocks for the conies ©. He giveth to the beaſt his food, and to 
Fo the young ravens which cry 4. The young lions roar after their prey, and ſeek 
their meat from God ©, Behold the fowls of the air; for they ſow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns z yet your heavenly Father feedeth them“. 
He giveth food to all fleſh ; for his mercy endureth for ever s. 5 


SECT. 3. His beneficence to the ſons of men, 


THnrRE is none good but one, that is God*, The ſame Lord over all, is rich 
unto all that call upon him o. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above; 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableneſs, nei- 
ther ſhadow of turning e; that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not“. 
Your Father who is in heaven, maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the 
good? and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt ©; he is kind to the un- 
thankful and to the evil f, He left not himſelf without a witneſs, in that he did 
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with 5 
food and gladneſs *. The Lord is good to all; and his tender mercies are over all 
his works k. He watereth the hills from his chambers ; the earth is ſatisfied with 
the fruit of his works. He cauſeth rhe graſs to grow for the cattle, and herb 
| for the ſervice of man; that he may bring forth food out of the earth; and wine 

that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to make his face to ſhine, and bread 
which ſtrengthneth man's heart i, But none faith, Where is God my Maker, 
| who giveth ſongs in the night * ? Neither ſay they in their heart, Let us now 
| fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain; both the former and the latter in his 
| 
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ſcaſon ; he reſerveth unto us the appointed weeks of harveſt i. O man, deſpiſeſt 


| thou the riches of his goodnel> and forbearance, and long-ſuffering; not know- 
| ing 
| | 
l $ 2. * Pfal. cxlvii. y, 8. b Pſa). civ. 10, 11. © Pfal. civ. 16, 17, 18. d Pal, cxlvii. 9. 
by e Pſal. civ. 21. f Matt. vi. 26. 8 Pſal. cxxxvi. 25, 
| : | | 

"WL $ 3. Matt. xix. 17. b Rom. x, 12, * James i. 17. 4 James i. 5. 

| Matt. v. 45. f Luke vi. 35. 8 Acts xiv. 17. > Pal. cxlv. 9. 

if „ Pal. civ,r3, 14,15, * Job xxxv. 10, 1 Jer. v. 24. | 
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CAP. XIV. Of the goodneſs of God. 47 


ing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance ®, Fear the Lord and 
his goodneſs a; who holdeth our ſoul in life, and ſuffereth not our feet to be 
moved o. His mercies are new every morning, great is his faithfulneſs?,—Be not 
high minded ; nor truſt in uncertain riches, but in the living God who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy “. 


SECT. 4. His goodneſs diſplayed towards them in their various neceſſities, 


O Give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for 
ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord ſay ſo*. They wandered in the wilderneſs, 
in a ſolitary way; they found no city to dwell in; hungry and thriſty, their 
foul fainted in them : Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he de- 
livered them out of their diſtreſſes: And he led them forth by the right way; 
that they might go to a city of habitation. Oh, that men would praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! For he 
ſatisfieth the longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry ſoul with goodneſs d. They 
that go down to the ſea in ſhips, that do buſineſs in great waters; theſe ſee the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep: For he commandeth, and 
raiſeth the ſtormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They mount up to 
the heaven, they go down again to the depths, their foul is melted becauſe of 
trouble. They reel to and fro, and ſtagger like a drunken man, and are at their 
wits end. Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble; and he bringeth them 
out of their diſtreſſes. He maketh the ſtorm a calm, ſo that the waves thereof 
are ſtill. Then are they glad, becauſe they be quiet; ſo he bringeth them into 
their deſired haven. Oh that men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for 
his wonderful works to the children. of men © ! Let them ſacrifice the ſacrifice 
of thankſgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing, Let them exalt him alſo 
in the congregation of the people; and praiſe him in the aſſembly of the elders9. 
Sing unto God, ſing praiſes to his name; extol him that rideth upon the hea- 
vens by his name IAH; a father of the fatherleſs and a judge of the widows is 
God in his holy habitation. God ſetteth the ſolitary in families; he bringeth 
out thoſe which are bound with chains ©. Bleſſed be God, eyen the father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation f. The Lord executeth righteouſneſs and 
Judgment for all that are opprefſeds: He giveth food to the hungry ; the 
Lord looſeth the priſoners. The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind; the Lord 


raiſeth 
= Rom. ii. 3,.4 » Hol, iii. 5. © Pſal. Ixvi. 9. Lam. iii. 23. 
11 Tim. vi. 17. 
4. * Pfal. cvii. r, 2. o Pſal. cvii. 4,9. Pſal. cvii. 23,—3:, 4 Pfal. cvü. 22, 32. 


a Pſal. Ixvili. 47 $1 6. 1 2 Cor. i. 37 5. 6- Pal. cili. 6. 
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raiſeth them that are bowed down; the Lord loveth the righteous; the Lord 
preſerveth the ſtrangers; he relieveth the fatherleſs and widow ;- but the way 
of the wicked he turneth upſide down b. 


SECT. 5. His diſtinguiſhed goodneſs to them that truly fear him. 


Goop and upright is the Lord: therefore will he teach ſinners in the way: 
the meek will he guide in judgment; and the meek will he teach his way“. 
What man is he that feareth the Lord? him ſhall he teach in the way that he 
ſhall chooſe. His ſoul ſhall dwell at eaſe; and his ſeed ſhall inherit the earth. The 
ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will ſhow them his co- 


venant o. The Lord upholdeth all that fall, and raiſeth up all thoſe that be bowed 


down“. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him; to all that call upon 
him in truth. He will fulfil the defire of them that fear him ; he alſo will hear 
their cry and will fave them“. Behold the eye of the Lord is upon them that 
fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy ; to deliver their ſoul from death; 
and to keep them alive in famine . O taſte and fee that the Lord is good; bleſ- 
ſed is*the man that truſteth in him. O fear the Lord ye his ſaints; for there is 
no want to them that fear him: the young lions do lack and ſuffer hunger ; but 
they that ſeek the Lord ſhall not want any good thing t. The eyes of the Lord 
are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers 2. The good- 
neſs of God endureth continually», The Lord is good, a ſtrong hold in the day 
of trouble, and he knoweth them that truſt in himi, O give thanks unto the 
Lord for he is good“: For the Lord God is a ſun and ſhield; the Lord will give 
grace and glory ; no good thing will he with-hold from them that walk upright- 
ly!., We are his people and the ſheep of his paſture a. He that is our God is 
the God of ſalvation; and unto God the Lord belong the iſſues from death®, 
He is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him o. 

I had fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land 
of the living *®. He comforteth thoſe that are caſt down a. The Lord is my 
light and my falvation ; whom ſhall I fear: The Lord is the ſtrength of my 
life; of whom ſhall I be afraid” ? My goodneſs and my fortreſs, my high tower 
and my deliverer, my ſhield, and he in whom I truſt Come and hear, all ye 
that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my ſoul. I cried unto 
him with my mouth, and he was.extolled with my tongue. If I regard iniquity 


in 
b Pal. cxlvi. 7, 8, 9. | | 
$ 5. * Pſal. xxv. 8, 9. » Pfal. xxv. 12, 13, 14. © Pfal. caly, 14. 4 Pal. cv. 18, 19, 
© Pſal. xxxiii. 18, 19. , Pfal. xxxiv. 8, 9, 10. & 1 Pet. iii. 12. Þ Pſal. Iii. 1. 
Nah. i. 7. * Pſal. cv. 1. 1 Paal. læxxiv. 11. m Pſal. c. 3. 


» Pſal, Ixvili. 20, „ Heb. xi. 6. ? Plal, xxvii. 13, 1'2 Cor, vii. 6, 
© Pſal, xxvii. 1, £ Pſal, cxliv, 2, | 
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Char. XIV. Of the goodneſs of God. 49 


in my heart, the Lord will not hear me, But verily God hath heard me; he 
hath attended to the voice of my prayer. Bleſſed be God, who hath not turned 
away my prayer, nor his mercy from me“. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul; and 
all that is within me bleſs his holy name, and forget not all his benefits. Who 
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diſeaſes; who redeemeth thy 
life from deſt ruction; who crowneth thee with loving kindneſs and tender mer- 
cies®. If ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 
how much more ſhall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them 
that aſk him“? Eye hath not ſeen, nor car heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man the things which God hath prepared tor them that love him“. 


SEC r. 6. His delight in his people. 


Tur Lord loveth the gates of Zion *, more than all the dwellings of Jacob “. 
For the Lord hath choſen Zion; he hath defired it for his habitation. This is 
my reſt for cver; here will I dwell ; for I have deſired it. I will abundantly 
bleſs her proviſion; I will ſatisfy her poor with bread. I will alſo clothe her 
prieſts with ſalvation ; and her ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy®, The prayer of 
the upright is his delight. The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs ; his 
countenance doth behold the upright 4, I am the Lord which exerciſe loving- 
kindneſs, judgment and righteouſneſs in the earth; for in theſe things I delight, 
ſaith the Lord e. He taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in thoſe that hope in 
his mercy t. I will rejoice over them to do them good, ſaith the Lord 5, Walk 
about Zion, and go round about her ; tell the towers thereof ; mark ye well her 
bulwarks, conſider her palaces ; that ye may tell it to the generation following. 


For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even unto 
death. 


S E C r. 7. His promiſes to them, 


Tuus faith the Lord thy redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael, I am the Lord thy 
God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou 


G ſnouldſt 
t Pſal. Ixvi. 16,.—20. v Pſal. ciii. t. —4. * Matt. vii. IT. 7 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
$ 6. * Pfal. Vll. 2a. » Pal. cxxxii. 13,16, Prov. xv, 8. 4 Pſal. xi. 7. 
* Jer. ix. 24. f Plal. cxlvii. 11. 6 Jer, xxxii. 41. b Pſal. xlviii- 12, 13, 14. 


* © It may be proper to obſerve here, that theſe words Jacob, Iſrael, Judah, Jeruſalem, Zion, &c. are 
<* underſtood to ſignify the church of God; and before our Lord's aſcenſion, the church of God ſubſiſted 
< chiefly in the houſe of Jacob: And now, that the bleſſings of Abraham are come upon the Gentiles, 
© all the inſtructions, exhortations, complaints, threatnings and promiſes delivered to them, may be con- 

+* Lidered as directed to all the people of God, in all periods, when in like circumſtances.” 
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ſn ouldſt go. O that thou hadſt hearkned to my commandments! then had thy 
peace been as a river, and thy righ teouſneſs as the weves of the ſes *. Thus faith 
the Lord to Iſrael, I have loved thee with an everlaſting love; therefore with 
loving kindneſs have I Urawn thee b. I will receive you, and will be a Fatherunto 
you, and ye thall be my ſons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty © Sing 
with gladneſs for Jacob, and ſhout among the chief of the nations; for the Lo1d 
hath redeemed Jacob, and ranſomed him from the hand oi him that was ftronger 
than he Theicfore they ſhall come, and (ing in the height of Zion, and ſhall 
flow together to the goodneſs of the Lord; and their foul thall be as a watered 
garden, and they ſhall not ſorrow any more at all: For I will turn their mourn» 
ing into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from their ſorrow *.. 
And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beaſts of the field, and 
with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground; and I will 
break the bow, and the ſword, and. the battle out of the earth, and will make 
them to ly down fafely, And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea I will 
betroth thee unto me in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and in loving Kindneſs 
and in mercies*. And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, I will hear, faith the 
Lord, I will hear the heavens, and they ſhall hear the earth, and the earth ſhall 
hear the corn and the wine, and the oil, and they ſhall hear Jezrcel, And I will 
have mercy upon her that had not obtained mercy; and I will ſay unto them 
which were not my people, Thou art my people; and they ſhall fay, Thou art 
my God*. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and I will be his God t. 
There-are given unto us exceeding great and precious promiſes “. Godlineſs is. 
profitable unto all things, having promiſe of the lite that now is, and of that. 
which is to come 1, All things are yours, whether life or death, or things pre- 
ſent, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's x. 


SE T. 8. The divine goodneſs moſt illuſtriouſly diſplayed in the redemption: 
of mankind. | 


BLESSED be God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all;comfort *, the God of patience and conſolation >; 
who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt ; ac-- 
_ cording as he hath choſen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
ſhould be holy and without blame before him in love; having predeſtinate us 
unto the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good 


pleaſure- 
$ 7. * Ifa. xlviii. 17, 18; fer. xxxi. 2; 3: © 2 Cor. vi. 17,18, 4 Jer. xxxi. 7, 11,13, 
* Hol. ii. 18, 19, f Hol. ii. 21, 22, 23. # Rev, xxi. 7. d 2. Pet, i. 4. 
11 Tim. iv. 8. * 1 Cor. iti. 22, 23. 
$8 * 2 Cor. i. 3. V Rom, xv. 5. 


Cn. XIV. Of the goodneſs of Cold. Fr 


pleaſure of his will; to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the Beloved; in whom we have redemprion through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the riches of his grace. As his di- 
vine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godlineſs, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue; whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious promiles, that by theſe you might 
be partakers of the divine nature, having eſcaped the corruption that is in the 
world through luſt . God who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in fins, hath quickned us together in 
Chriſt, and hath raiſed us up together, and made us lit together in heavenly 
places in Chriſt Jeſus, That in the ages to come, he might ſhew the excecding 
riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards us through Chriſt Jeſus e. God is love. 
In this was manifeſted the love of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his 
only begotten ſon into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is 
Jove ! not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and {cnt his fan to be the 
propitiation for our ſins t. He that ſpared not his own fon, but delivered him up 
far us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things 8 * ? 


SECT. 9. The praiſes of the ſaints for his goodneſs in nature, and 
to the animal tribes, 


OTLoxp our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who haſt ſet 
thy glory above the heavens*, Thou makeſt the outgoings of the morning 
and evening to rejoice, Thou viſiteſt the earth and watereſt it, thou greatly 
enricheſt it with the river of God which is full of water; thou prepareſt them 
corn, when thou halt ſo provided for it. Thou waterelt the ridges thereof abun - 
dantly ; thou ſettleſt the furrows thereof; thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers ; 
thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof. Thou crowneſt the year with thy goodneſs, 
and thy paths drop fatneſs. They drop upon the paſtures of the wilderneſs ; 
and the little hills rejoice on every ſide, The paſtures are cloathed with flocks ; 
the valleys alſo are covered over with corn; they ſhout for joy, they alſo ſing b. 

O Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wiſdom haſt thou made them all; 
the earth is full of thy riches, So. is this great and wide ſea, wherein are things 
creeping innumerable, both ſmall and great. Theſe wait all upon thee ; that 
thou mayeſt give them their meat in due ſeaſan, That thou giveſt them they 


G 2 gather; 
* Eph. i. 3.—7. 0 2 Pet. i. 3, 4. * Eph. il. 4,— 7. f 1 John iv. 8, 910. 
Rom, viii. 32. 
59. * Pal. viii. 1. b Pfal. Izv. 8, —13. © Pſal, civ. 24, 25. 


Many more texts might have been quoted on this important article: But this would have anticipated 
What will be found in the diſcourſe on . the redeeming love of God”, 


— 


— — 
n —— — —— mg 
. — 
i - = — — —— — — — —— = * 
— - E CSE. . - 5 F 


"IO — 
— 
- — — — 
—————__  - — 
* _ 


——  — 
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gather; thou openeſt thine hand, they are filled with good a. Thou ſatisfieſt 
the deſire of every living thing *. 


SECT 10,—Por his peculiar goodneſs to the children of men. 


IT is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing praiſes unto thy 
name, O moſt high; to ſhew forth thy loving kindneſs in the morning, and thy 
faithfulneſs every night. For thou Lord hatt made me glad through thy works ; 
I will triumph in the works of thy hands *. When I conſider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou hatt ordained, What is 
man, that thou art mindful of him? and the fon of man that thou viſiteſt him ? 
For thou haſt made him a little lower than the angels, and hatt crowned him 
with glory and honour :: Thou madeſt him to have dominion over the works of 
thy hands; thou haſt put all things under his feet v. Many O Lord my God, 
are thy wonderful works which thou haſt done; and thy thoughts which are to 
us-ward, they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee * ; if I would declare 
and ſpeak of them, they are more than can be numbred © : For thou preventeſt 
7s with the bleſſings of goodneſs 4. Becauſe thy loving kindneſs is better than 
life, my lips ſhall praiſe thee; thus will I bleſs thee while I live; I will lift up my 
hands in thy name. My ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs; and 
my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips ; when I remember thee upon my. 
bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches ©, For all things come of thee ;. 
both riches and honour come of thee ; in thine hand is power and might; and. 
in thine hand it is to make great, and to give ſtrength unto all f. 


4 


SECT. 11.—For his loving kindneſs to his people. 


Tnov, O God, didit fend a plentiful rain, whereby thou didſt confirm thine 
inheritance, when it was weary. Thy congregation hath dwelt therein; thou, 
O God, haſt prepared of thy goodnels for the poor. Thou haſt aſcended on 
high, thou haſt led captivity captive; thou haſt received gifts for men; yea: 
for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell among them. Blefſed be 
the Lord who daily loadeth us with benefits d. Salvation is of the Lord; thy 
bleſling is upon thy people. They ſhall abundantly utter the memory of thy 
great goodneſs, and ſhall ſing of thy righteouſneſs 4. All thy works ſhall praiſe 
tice, O Lord, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee :. And we have known and belie- 


ved 
d Pſal. civ. 27, 28. e Plal. cxlv. 16. 
6 10. * Pſal. xcii. 1, 2, 4. d Plal. viii. 3.— 6. *- See Pſal. cxxxix. 17, 18, © Pſal. xl. 3. 
4 Pſal. xxi. 3. * Pal. Ixiii. 3,—6. f i Chron, xxix. 14, 12. 
$ 11, * Pal. Izviii. 9, 10. » Pal, lzviii, 18, 19, © Pal in. 8, _ 4 Plal, clxv. 7. 
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der the ſhadow of thy wings. 


Of the goodneſs of God. 53 


ved the love that God hath to us, God is love f. Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redeemed his people: to perform the mercy pro- 
miſed to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenants, How excellent is 
thy loving kindneſs, O God ! therefore the children of men put their truſt un- 
They ſhall be abundantly fatisfied with the fat- 
neſs of thy houſe ; and thou ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy pleaſures : 


for with thee is the fountain of life; in thy light ſhall we fee light . We ſhall 
be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy holy temple i, O how 
great is thy goodneſs, which thou haſt luid up for them that fear thee | which 
thou haſt wrought for them that trult in thee, before the ſons of men * | Since 
the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear; nei- 
ther hath the eye ſeen, O God, beſides thee 3 what he hath prepared for him 
O continue thy loving kindneſs to them that know 


+ that waiteth for him i. 
It thee ; and thy righteouſneſs to the upright in heart *. Bleſſed be the God and 


' Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which according to his abundant mercy hat 
begotten us again unto a lively hope ®; who hath loved us, and hath given us e- 
verlaſting conſolation, and good hope through grace. For I am perſuaded, that 


2 neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 


preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall 
be able to ſeparate us from the love of God which is in Chritt Jeſus our Lord“. 


SECT. 12, The prayers of his ſaints entreating his favour. 


Is alp in my haſte, I am cut off from before thine eyes; nevertheleſs thou 
heard!t the voice of my ſupplications, when I cried unto thee . Thou halt 
dealt with thy ſervant according to thy word. Thou art good, and doſt good; 
teach me thy ſtatutes. Quicken me, O Lord, according to thy loving kindneſs b. 
With-hold not thou thy tender mercies from me O Lord; let thy loving Kind- 
neſs and thy truth continually preſerve me ©. Cauſe me to hear thy loving kind- 


K 12, 


ciouſly |, 


unto us, we have waited for thee *® : 


1 John iv. 16. 
* Pſal. xxxi. 19. 


® 2 Theil. ii. 16. 


* Pſal. xxl. 22. 
e Plal. Ixiz, 16, 
d Hoſ, XIV, 2» 


Luke i. 68, 72. 

1 Ia. Iziv. 4. 

?P Rom. viii. 38. 39. 

bd Pal. cxix. 65, 68, 159. 
f Pal. cxix. 58. 


neſs in the morning, for in thee do I truſt. Thy ſpirit is good, lead me unto the 
land of- uprightneſs a. Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving kindneſs is good; turn 
unto me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies © I intreated thy fa- 
vour with my whole heart: Be merciful unto me according to thy wordt. 
Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy ſalvation 3. O Lord be gracious 
Take away all iniquity and receive us gra- 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favour that thou beareſt unto thy 


people: 
d Pſal. xxxvi. 7, 8, 9. Pſal Ixv. 4. 
m Pſal. xxxvi. 10. 5 Pet. i, 3. 
© Pſal. xl. 11. d Pal. cxhii. 8, 10. 
s Pal, Ixxxv. 7. bd Iſa, xxxlii. 2. 


- 


— —— 


— 
— — — 


—— pom pag * — 


* 2 
— — — 1 
ä ——— —— 


74 
people: O viſit me with thy ſalvation; that T may ſee the good of thy choſen ; 


that I may rejoice in the gladneſs of thy nation; that I may glory with thine in- 
heritance k. 


and my glory rejoiceth; my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope. 


Of Gon and his PER TE eTIo NS. 


Part I. 


SECT. 13. Their ſure hope of being heard. 


O my God, my foul is caſt down within me; deep calleth unto deep at the 
noiſe of thy water-ſpouts ; all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 
Yet the Lord will command his loving kindneſs in the day-time ; and in the 


night his ſong ſhall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul ? and why art thou diſquieted within me? hope 
thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health of my countenance 


and my God. Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee 3 for thou haſt delivered my ſoul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling*<. The Lord is the portion of mine inheri- 
tance, and of my cup; thou maintaineſt my lot. Therefore my heart is glad, 
Thou wilt ſhew me 
the path of life; in thy preſence is ſulneſs of joy; at thy right hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore dl. Yea though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff they 
comfort me. Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me all the days of my life ; 
and I will dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever ©. Now unto him that is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we aſk or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us. Unto him be glory in the church by Chriſt Jeſus, 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen k. 


C H A P. 


* Pſal. evi. 4, 5+ 


, 


b Pſal. xlii. Ir, 
\f Eph. iii. 20. 21+ 


« Pſal zlii. 6, 7, 8. e Plal, cxvi. 7, 8. % Pſal. xvi. 5, 9, 11, 


* Pſal, xxiii. 4, 6. 
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Cup. XV. Of the mercy of Cot. 


„ 


Of the Mercy of God. 


Y SECT. 1. General calls to celebrate his mercy. 2. His long-ſuffering towards 
ſinners. 3. His calls to repentance. 4. His joy over ſincere penitents. F. | 
The boundleſs extent of his mercy to them that really fear him. 6. The af- 
flictions of his people are no juſt objection againſt the tenderneſs of his mercy. 
7. The fulleſt aſſurance of mercy given in the goſpel. 8. The prayers, and 
the praiſes of his ſaints, for his mercy and compaſſions. 


SECT, I, General calls to celebrate his mercy. 


G1ve thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; becauſe his mercy endureth 

for ever. Let Iſrael now ſay, That his mercy endureth for ever. Let 

the houſe of Aaron now ſay, That his mercy endureth for ever. Let them now 

that fear the Lord ſay, That his mercy endureth for ever*. The Lord is pra- 

eious, and full of compaſſion ; ſlow to anger, and of great mercy, The Lord 
is good to all; and his tender mercies are over all his works. 


Sg r. 2. His long-ſuffering towards ſinners. 


Tax Lord is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance . He will have all men to be ſaved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth *, He endureth with much long-ſuffer- 
ing the veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtrution *. The children of Ephraim kept 
not the covenant of God, and refuſed to walk in his law; and forgat his works, 
and his wonders that he had ſhewed them ©. And they ſinned yet more againſt 
him, by provoking the Moſt High in the wilderneſs ©. But he being full of 
compaſſion, forgave their iniquity, and deſtroyed them not; yea, many a time 
turned he his anger away, and did not ſtir up all his wrath : For he remember- 
ed that they were but fleſh, a wind that paſſeth away, and cometh not again f. 
Therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you; and therefore 
will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you : For the Lord is a God 


of judgment; bleſſed are all they that wait for him. : 
. 


S1. * Plal, cxviil. 1-4. Pſal. calv. 8, 9. 


$ 2. 2 Peter iii. 9. b 1 Tim. ii. 4. © Rom. ix. 22. 7 Pſal, Ixxvili. 9, 10, 11. 
* Pal, Ixxviii. 17. # Pal. Ixxvili. 38, 39. „IIa. xxx. 18. 
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Ser. 3. . calls to repentance, 


Turvs ſaith the Lord *, For my name's fake will I defer mine anger, and for 
my praiſe will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not offb. O Jeruſalem, Wilt 
thou not be made clean? When ſhall it once bee? Have J any pleaſure at all 
that the wicked ſhould die ? faith the Lord God ; and not that he ſhould return 
from his ways and live“? As live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleaſure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and live. Turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ©? 
Come, and let us return unto the Lord; for he hath torn, and he will heal 
us; he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up; and we ſhall live in his ſight ?: 
For the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy 2. Repent, and turn your- 
ſclyes from all your tranſgreſſions ; ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. Caſt a- 
way from you all your tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed ; and make 
you a new heart, and a new ſpirit; for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? For 
I have no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, faith the Lord God ; Where- 
fore, turn yourſelves, and live ye“. Return thou backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the 
Lord, and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon you : For I am merciful, 
{faith the Lord, and I will not Keep anger for cver i. Return unto me, and I 
will return unto you, faith the Lord ©. Turn ye even to me with all your heart, 
and with weeping, and with mourning ; and rent your heart, and not your gar- 
ments, and turn unto the Lord your God: For he is gracious and merciful, 
{low to anger, and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil“. Therefore, 
now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your 
God; and the Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced againſt 
you ", Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand; and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance “. The Son of man is come to ſeek and to ſave that which 
was loſt o, and to call ſinners to repentance ? ;—that repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins ſhould be preached in his name among all nations s. Repent ye, therefore, 
and be converted, that your fins may be blotted out *, Scek ye the Lord, while 
he may be found; call ye upon him, while he is near. Let the wicked forſake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the 


Lord, and he will have mercy 0 him; and to our God, for he will abun» 
dantly pardon, 


Ss e. 

$ 3. »Iſa. xlviii. 17. b Tia. xlviii. 9. © Jer. Xill. 27. d Ezek. xviii. 23. 
„ Ezek. xxxili. 11. f Ioſ. vi. 1, 2. e James v. Ir. b Ezek. xvili. 30, 31, 32- 

1 Jer. iii. 12. * Mal. iii. 7. 1 Joel ii 12, 13. m Jer, xxvi. 13. 

2 Matth. ili. 2, 8, * Luke xix. 10. Þ Matth, iz. 13. 4 Luke xxiv. 47. 


r Acts iii. 19, 7 Ia, Iv. 6, 7. 
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SEC T 4 His joy over ſincere penitents, 


How ſhall I give thee up, O Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee, Tſracl ? 
"How ſhall I make thee as Admah ? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart 
is turned within me; my repentings are kindled together: I will not execute 
the fierceneſs of mine anger; for I am God, and not man. I fay unto you, 
that likeways joy ſhall, be in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth>,—And 
when he came to himſelf, he ſaid, How many hired ſervants of my father's have 
bread enough and to fpare, and I periſh with hunger? I will ariſe and go to my 
father, and will fay unto him, Father, IJ have ſinned againſt heaven, and be- 
fore thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon; make me as one of thy 
hired ſervants. And he aroſe, and came to his father. —But when he was yet a 
great way off, his father ſaw him, and had compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kiſſed him ©, I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf thus: 
Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the 
yoke : Turn thou me, and 1 ſhall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God. 
Is Ephraim my dear ſon ? Is he a pleaſant child? Since ] ſpake againſt him, I do 
carneſtly remember him ſtill; therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will 
ſurely have mercy upon him, faith the Lord e. For thus faith the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, I dwell in the high and 
holy place; with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit ; to revive the 
ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones e. The Lord 
hath called thee, as a woman forſaken and grieved in ſpirit, faith thy God. For 
a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather thec. 
In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment ; but with everlaſting 
kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer e. 


SECT. 5. The boundleſs extent of his mercy to them that really fear him. 


Tux Lord ſaid unto Moſes, I will make all my goodneſs paſs before thee ; 
and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee *. And the Lord deſcend- 
ed in the cloud, and proclaimed the name of the Lord: The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, 
keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving iniquity and tranſgreſſion and ſin; and 
that will by no means clear the guilty . O praiſe the Lord all ye nations; 
praiſe him all ye people: For his merciful kindneſs is great towards us, and the 

H truth 


$ 4. * Hof, xi. 8, 9. d Luke XV. 7. © Luke xv. 17.20. 6 Jer. AMI. 18, 20. 
© Ifa, Ivil. 45. t Ia, liv. 6, 7, 8, | 
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truth of the Lord endureth for ever ©. The Lord is merciful and gracious, flow 
to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always chide; neither will he 
keep his anger for ever. He hath not dealt with us after our fins ;. nor reward- 
ed us according to our iniquities : For, as the heaven is high above the earth, 
ſo great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the eaſt is from the 
weſt, ſo far hath he removed our tranſgreſſions from us. Like as a father pitieth 
his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him: For he knoweth our frame; 
he remembereth that we are duſt l. The mercy of the Lord is from everlaſtiug 
to everlaſting upon them that fear him; and his righteouſneſs unto childrens 
children; to ſuch as keep his covenant, and to thoſe that remember his 
commandments to do them ©, Let Iſrael hope in the Lord: For with the Lord 
there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption ; and he ſhall Tedeem It- 
racl from all his iniquities f. 


S Ee r. 6. The alſlictions of his people are no juſt objection againſt the ten- 
derneſs of his mercy. 


I REMEMBERED God, and was troubled : T commune with mine own heart, 
and my ſpirit made diligent ſearch *, Will the Lord caſt off for ever? and will 
he be favourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone for ever? Doth his pro- 
miſe fail for ever more ? Hath God forgotten to be gracious ? Hath he in an- 
ger ſhut up his tender mercies ds? Know, that God exacteth of thee leſs than 
The Lord will not caſt off for ever: But though 
he cauſe grief, yet will he have compaſſion according to the multitude of his 
Deſpiſe not thou the chaſtning of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him : For whom the Lord loveth, he chaſtneth : and ſcourgeth 
every ſon whom he receiveth. Now no chaſtning for the preſent ſeemeth to 
be joyous, but grievous: Nevertheleſs, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
of righteouſneſs unto them which are exerciſed thereby e. For he doth not af- 
flict willingly, nor grieve the children of men ?. For his anger endureth but a 
moment; in his favour is life: Weeping may endure for a night; but joy co- 
meth in the morning s. When thou art in tribulation, if thou turn to the Lord 
thy God, and ſhalt be obedient unto his voice, the Lord thy God is a merciful 
God; he will not forſake thee, neither deſtroy thee “. | 


q Pſal. ciil. 8.—14. 


b Plal, Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9. 
f Lam, iii. 33. 


* Pſal. ciii. 17, 18. 


© Job xi. 6. 
8 Pal, xxx. 5. 


© Pfal., cxvil. 1, 2, 


8 6. 6 Pſal. Izzvii. 35 6. 
© Heb, Xi. 5, 6, 7, 11, 


t Pſal. cxxx. 7, 8. 


4 Lam. iii. 31, 32. 
d Deut. iv. 30, 31. 
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SEgcT. 7. The fulleſt aſſurance of mercy given in the goſpel, 


BIEss ED be the Lord God of Iſrael; for he hath viſited and redeemed his 
people ; and hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of his ſervant 
David ; to perform the mercy promiſed to our fathers, and to remember his 
holy covenant * : To give knowledge of ſalvation unto his people, by the remiſ- 
ſion of their ſins, through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the day- 
| ſpring from on high hath viſited us d. God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in fins, hath quickened 
us, together with Chriit ©; whom God hath ſer forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood; to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins 
that are paſt through the forbearance of God 4, The kindneſs and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt e. —Blefſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us 
again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead t. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace; that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need s. 


S EC r. 8. The prayers and the praiſes of his ſaints for his mercy and com- 
paſ/ions, 


If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities ; O Lord, who ſhall ſtand? but there is 
forgiveneſs with thee that thou mayeſt be feared *. O Lord, to us belongeth 
confuſion of face; becauſe we have ſinned againit thee. To the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgiveneſſes; though we have rebelled againſt him; neither 
have we obcyed the voice of the Lord our God b. O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, 
for thine own ſake, O my God. For we do not preſent our ſupplications be- 
fore thee, for our righteouſneſſes, but for thy great mercies e. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord, according io thy loving kindneſs; according 
unto the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out my tranſgreſſions a. Remem- 
ber, O Lord, thy tender mercies, and thy loving Kkindneſſes; for they have been 
ever of old. Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my tranſgreſſions; ac- 
cording to thy mercy remember thou me, for thy goodneſs ſake, O Lord*, O 
turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give thy ſtrength unto thy ſervant, 


H 2 and 
$ 7. *'Lukei. 68, 69, 72. Luke i. 77, 78. © Eph. ii. 4, 5. 4 Rom. iii. 25. 
N.. f 1 Pet. i. 3. 1 Heb. iv. 16. 


$ 8, * Pſal. cxxx. 3, 4. „ Dan, ix. 8, 9, 10. © Dan, ix. 19, 18, d Plal, Ii. 1. 
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ö and ſave the ſon of thine handmaid f: For thou Lord, art good, and ready to 

forgives; a God full of compaſſion, and gracious; long ſuffering, . and plenteous 

1 in mercy and truth », Let I pray thee, thy merciful kindneſs, be for my com- 

fort, according to thy word; and let thy tender mercies come unto me that I 

1 may livei, Shew us thy mercy O Lord, and grant us thy falvation*, O fatisfy 
us early with thy mercy ; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days!. 

. I will praiſe thee, O Lord, among the people; I will ſing unto thee among 
$i | the nations: for thy mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto the 
| clouds», I will praiſe thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart; for great is 
thy mercy towards me: and thou haſt delivered my ſoul from the loweſt hella. 
WI. | | O Lord God of Iſrael, there is no god like thee in the heaven or in the earth; 

| 14 who keepeſt covenant, and ſheweſt mercy unto thy ſervantsꝰ: A God ready to- 
$4 pardon, gracious and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of great kindneſs, who for- 
M ſakeſt them not v. Who is a God like unto thee? that pardoneth iniquity, and 
| 1 paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his 
| anger for ever; becauſe he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again; he will 
have compaſſion upon us; he will ſubdue our iniquities; and thou wilt caſt all 
their ſins into the depths of the ſea 9. 
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. 85 Of the juſtice of God. 


1 SE C T. 1. A general view of this attribute. 2. The proſperity of the wicked- 
affords no ſolid objection againſt the juſt ice of God. 3. Nor is the delay of. 
judgment to be admitted as an objection. 4. Of the impartiality of the divine 

| Juſtice. 5. The juſtice of God will be fully vindicated at his appointed time. 

| 6. This attribute celebrated in the praiſes of his ſervants. 7. And it is con- 
| : ſpicuous in all his ſtatutes. 8, The doxology of the redeemed. ; 
| 


SECT. 1. £ general view of this attribute. 


| I 1 HE Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord's throne is in heaven ; his eyes 
| | behold, his eye-lids try the children of men. The Lord trieth the righteous ; 


0 ö | but the wicked and him that loveth violence, his ſoul hateth. For the righte- 
T | | | ous 
1 : 

Pi |: [ f Pal. Ixxxvi. 16, © Pſal. IXxxvi 5. b Pſal. Ixxxvi. 15. 7 Pfal. cxix. 76, 77, 
| 5 * Pal. Izxxv. 7. 1 Plal, xc. 14. w Pal, Ivii. 9, 10. * Plal, IXxxvi. 12, 13. 
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: Ke ous Lord loveth righteouſneſs ; his countenance doth behold the upright*. A 

oh father of the fatherleſs, and a judge of the widows is God in his holy habitation b. 

God is no reſpecter of perſons ; but in every nation, he that feareth him, and 

worketh righteouſneſs is accepted with him*. He accepteth not the perſons of 

princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor; ſor they are all the works 

of his hands s. He is a great God, mighty and terrible; who regardeth not per- 

fons, nor taketh reward. He doth execute the judgment of the fat herleſs and 

widow *, He is excellent in power, and in judgment, and in plenty of juſtice f, 

Without reſpect of perſons he judgeth according to every man's works s. For 

| the work of a man ſhall he render unto him; and cauſe every man to tind ac- 

3 5 cording to his ways». Whatſoever good any man doth, the ſame fhall he re- 

ceive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free“: of the Lord he thall receive 

the reward of the inheritance; but he that doth wrong ſhall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done; and there is no reſpect of perſons æ. 


$E CT. 2. The proſperity of the wicked affords no ſolid KID againſt the 
Juſtice of God. 


RionTeovs art thou, O Lord, when Tplead with thee ; yet let me talk with 
thee of thy judgments : Wherefore doth the way of the wicked proſper? where- 
fore are all they happy that deal very treacherouſly? Thou hatt planted them, 
yea they have taken root; they grow, yea they bring forth fruit. The raber- 
nacles of robbers proſper ; and they that provoke God are ſecure v. I have 
heard the check of the reproach; and the ſpirit of my underſtanding cauſeth me 
to anſwer®.. Ye have wearied the Lord with your words, when ye ſay, every 
one that doth evil is good in the ſight of the Lord, and he delighteth in them; 
or where is the God of judgment 4 ? Shall he that contendeth with the Almigh- 
ty-initruct-him<? Shall mortal man be more juſt than God? Shall a man be 
more pure than his makerf ? What is man that he ſhould be clean? Or he who 
is born of a woman, that he ſhould be righteouzs ! Doth God pervert judgment? 
or doth the. Almighty pervert juſtice“? Far be it from God, that he ſhould do 
wickedneſs ; and from the Almighty that he ſhould commit iniquity: Yea ſurely 
God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgment. Shall 
ſhall not the judge of all the earth do right *? Knoweſt thou not this of old, ſince - 
man was placed upon the carth, that the triumphing ol the wicked is ſhort, and. 

the 


$ rt. * Pal. 11. 4, 5, 7. b Pſal. Ixviii. 5. Acts x. 34, 35. a Job xxxiv. 19. | 
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the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment ? Though his excellency mount up to 
the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds; yet he ſhall periſh for ever; they 
that have icen him ſhall ſay, Where is he? He ſhall fly away as a dream, and 
ſhall not be found; yea he ſhall be chaſed away as a viſion of the night. The 
eyc % which ſaw him, ſhall ſee him no more; neither ſhall his place any more 
behoid him 1, His bones are full of the fin of his youth, which ſhall ly down 
Wir him in the duſt. Though wiekedneſs be ſweet in his mouth, though he 
hide ir under his tongue; though he ſpare it and forſake it not; but keep it {till 
within his mouth: yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of aſps 
within him ®, When the wicked ſpring as the graſs, and when all the workers 
of iniquity do flouriſh ; it is that they ſhall be deſtroyed for ever“. But know, 
that the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly for himſelt ® My detence is of 
God, which ſaveth the upright in heart. God judgeth the righteous; and God 
is angry with the wicked every diy”. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and 
truth, unto ſuch as keep his covenant, and his tettimonies*. He withdraweth 
not his cycs from the righteous ; and it they be bound in fetters, and be holden 
in cords of affliction ; then he ſheweth them their work, and their tranſgreſſions, 
He opencth alſo their car to diſcipline, and commandeth that they retuin from 
iniquity *, But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath; they cry not when he 
bindeth them: they die in youth, and their life is among the uncieanf, | nave 
ſcen tac wicked in great power; and ſpreading bimſelf ike a green bay tree; yet 
he paſſed av ay, and lo Le was not; yea I ſought him but he could not be tound, 
Mark the periect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that man is peace. 
But the tranſgreſſors ſhall be deſtroyed together; the end of the wicked ſhaull be 
cut oF, But the ſalvation of the righteous js of the Lord; he is their ſtrength 
in the time of trouble *, 


SECT. z. Nor is the delay of judgment to be admitted as an objection. 


Becavst ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore 
the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet 11 them to do evil *, They ſay, the 
Lord ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God or Jacob regarditÞ: All things come a- 
like to all; there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the good, 
and to the clean, and to the unclean 3 to him that ſacrificeth, and to him that 
ſaerificeth not; as is the good, ſo is the ſinner ; and he that ſweareth, as he that 
feareth an oath £.— Wilt thou alſo diſunul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, 
that thou mayeſt be righteous 4? Talk no more ſo exceeding proudly. Let not 


arrogancy 
1 Joh xx. 4,- -9. m Job xx. 11,—14. v Pſal. xcii. 7. © Pſal. iv. 3. 
Þ Plal. vii. 10, 11. 4 Plal. xxv. 10. T Job xxxvi. 7, — 0. f Job xxxvi. 1314. 


t Pſal. xxxvii. 35,39. 
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arrogancy come out of your mouth ; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and 
by him actions are weighed ©. Doth not he that pondereth the heart, conſider 
it? and he that keepeth thy ſoul, doth not he know it ? and ſhall he not render 
to every man according to his works f ? Clouds and darkneſs are round about 
him; righteouſneſs and judgment are the habitation of his throne s; yet ſurely 
I know, that it ſhall be well with them that fear God; but it ſhall not be well 
with the wicked *. Although thou ſayeſt, thou ſhalt not ſee him, yet judgment 
is before him. God ſhall wound the head of his enemies; the hairy ſcalp of 
ſuch a one as goeth on ſtill in his treſpaſſes*. Say ye to the righteous that it 
ſhall be well with him ; for they ſhall eat the fruit of their doings. Wo unto. 
the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him; for the reward of his hands ſhall be given 
him i. The Lord will take vengeance on his adverſaries; and he reſerveth 
wrath for his enemies, he will not at all acquit the wicked v. Yea though hand 
join in hand, the wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed“; for he that is higher than 
the higheſt regardeth *, and repayeth them that hate him. One day is with 
the Lord as a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one day 4, 


SECT. 4. Of the impartiality of the divine juſtice. 


WHAT mean ye, that ye uſe this proverb, ſaying, the fathers have eaten 
ſour grapes, and the children's teeth are ſet on edge? As I live, faith the Lord 
God, ye ſhall not have occaſion any more to uſe this proverb in Iſrael . The 
ſoul that ſinneth it ſhall die; the ſon ſhall not bear the iniquity of the father, nei- 
ther ſhall the father bear the iniquity of the ſon ; the righteouſneſs of the righ- 
teous ſhall be upon him, and the wickedneſs of the wicked. ſhall be upon him. 
It the wicked will turn from all his fins that he. hath committed, and keep all 
my ſtatutes, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die d. But when the righteous turn- 
eth away from his righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, ſhall he live? all his 
righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be mentioned; in his treſpaſs that he 
hath treſpaſſed, and in his ſin that he hath ſinned, in them. ſhall he die. Yet 
faith the houſe of Iſrael, the way of the Lord is not equal. O houſe of Iſrael, 
are not my ways qual? are not your ways unequal ? Therefore will 1 judge 
you, O houſe of Iſrael, every one according to his ways, ſaith the Lord God 9, 
I will do unto them after their way, and according to their deſerts will I judge 
them; and they ſhall know that I am the Lord e; a juſt God and a ſaviour ; there 


is none beſide me ?. b Unto 
1 Sam. ii. 3. t Prov. xxiv. 12. 5 Plal. xcvii. 2. b Eccleſ. viii. 12, 13. 
i Job xxxv. 14. k pfſal. Ixvili. 217. 1 Iſa. iii. 10, 17. m Nah. i. 2. 3. 
Prov. xi. 21. o Feclef. v. 8. Deut. vii. 10. 4 2 Pet. iii. 8. 

$-4+ „ Ezek. xviii. % 2 d Ezek. xviii. 20, 2l, © Ezek. xviii, 24. d Ezek, xviii. 29, 30. 
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Unto the wicked God ſaith, what haſt thou to do, to declare my ſtatutes, or 
that thou ſhouldſt take my covenant in thy mouth? ſeeing thou hateſt inſtruc- 
tion, and caſteſt my words behind thee ; thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, and thy 
tongue frameth deceit t:. Theſe things thou haſt done, and I kept ſilence; thou 
thoughteſt that T was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf : but I will reprove thee, 
and ſet them in order before thine eyes*. For we know him that hath ſaid, 
Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompenſe, faith the Lord: And again, the 
Lord ſhall judge his people, 


SECT. 5. The juſtice of God 4will be fully vindicated at his appointed time. 


Gop hath appointed a day in the which he ſhall judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given aſſurance un- 
to all men in that he hath raiſed him from the dead a. Verily I ſay unto you, 
There is no man that hath left houſe, or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, or mo- 
ther, or wife, or children, or lands for my ſake, but he ſhall receive an hun- 
dred fold, now in this time, and in the world to come eternal life b. Then ſhall 
ye return and.diſcern between the righteous and the wicked; between him that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not?. So that a man ſhall ſay, verily, there 
is a reward for the righteous; verily, he is a God that judgeth in the carth 9, 
For we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. So then every one of 
us ſhall give account of himſelf to God e. He hath committed all judgment un- 
to the Son; and the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves ſhall 
hear his voice, and ſhall come forth ; they that have done good, unto the reſur- 
rection of lite; and they that have done evil, unto the reſurrection of damna- 
tion t. Sceing it is a righteous thing with God to recompenſe tribulation to them 
that trouble you; and to you who are troubled, reſt with us, when the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, ta- 
king vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the poſpel of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift ; who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from 
th p:conce of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; when he ſhall come 
to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be admired in all them that believe 3. 


SECT. 


e Pſal. J. 16, 17, 19. * Pal. I. 21, i-Heb. x. 30. 


$ 5. Act n. 31. > Mark x. 29, 30. © Mal. iii. 18. d Pſal. Iviii. 12+ 
© Rom. XIV. 10, 1a. f John v. 22, 28, 29. & 2 Theſf, i. 6, — 10. | 
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Sr r. 6. This attribute celebrated in the praiſes of his ſervants : 


O Los, thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil; and canſt not look on 
iniquity *. Thou hateſt all workers of iniquity >. Art thou not from everlaſt— 
ing, O Lord my God, mine Holy One? O Lord, thou haſt ordained them for 
judgment; and, O mighty God, thou halt eſtabliſhed them for correction e. 
Surely thou didft ſet them in ſlippery places; thou caſtedſt them down into de- 
ſtruction. How are they brought into deſolation, as in a moment! They are 
utterly conſumed with terrors! As a dream when one awaketh; ſo, O Lord, 
when thou awakeſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their image d. Thou doſt eſtabliſh equity; 
Thou executeſt judgment and righteouſneſs in Jacob :: For thou rendereſt to 
every man according to his work f, With the merciful, thou wilt ſhew thyſelf 
merciful ; and with the upright man, thou wilt ſhew thyſelf upright : With the 
pure, thou wilt ſhew thyſelf pure; and with the froward, thou wilt ſhew thy- 
ſelf unſavory. The afflicted people thou wilt ſave ; but thine eyes are upon the 
haughty, to bring them down s. O let the wickedneſs of the wicked come to 
an end ; but cſtabliſh the juſt : For the righteous God trieth the hearts and the 
reins b. 


SECT. 7. And it is conſpicuous in all his ſtatutes, 


RiGnuTEovs art thou, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments ; thy teſti- 
monies that thou haſt commanded are righteous, and very faithful *, The law 
is holy, and the commandment holy, juſt, and good d. The ſtatutes of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart: The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlight- 
ning the eyes: The judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether ; 
and in keeping of them, there is great reward ©. I know, O Lord, that thy 
judgments are right 4. Thy righteouſneſs is an everlaſting righteouſneſs, and 
thy law is the truth e. The ways of the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk 
in them t. The way of the juſt is uprightneſs ; thou moſt upright doſt weigh 
the path of the juſt #, ; 


S EC r. 8. The doxology of the redeemed. 


GxEAr and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty : Juſt and true 
are thy ways, thou King of ſaints, Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glo- 


1 rity 


$6. * Hab. i. 13 b Pſal. v. 5. e Hab. i. 12. 4 Pſal. Ixxiii. 18, 19. 20. 
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rify thy name ! All nations ſhall worſhip before thee; for thy judgments are 
made manifeſt . Alleluia! falvation, and honour, and power, unto the Lord 
our God; for true and righteous are his judgments », 


. XVII. 


Of the truth and faithfulneſs of God. 


SECT. 1. General teſtimonies on this head. 2. Every word of God ſhai! 
receive its full accompliſhment. 3. This declared as in the words of the Al- 
mighty himſelf. 4. The ſaints adore his ſaithfulneſs as the ſtable foundation 
of their comfort and hope. 


SECT. 1. General teſtimonies on this head. 


WII publiſh the name of the Lord; aſcribe ye greatneſs unto our God. 

He is the rock ; his work is perfect ; all his ways are judgment : A God: 
of truth, and without iniquity ; juſt and right is he*. For the word of the 
Lord is right, and all his works are done in truth d. The works of his hands are 
verity and judgment; all his commandments are ſure : They ſtand faſt for ever, 
and are done in truth and uprightneſs ©. He hath remembred his covenant for 
ever, the word which he commanded to a thouſand generations 4: And ye know 
in all your hearts, and in all your ſouls, that. not one thing hath failed, of all the 
good things which the Lord your God ſpake concerning you ; all are come to 
paſs unto you, and not one thing hath. failed thereof. Know, therefore, that 
the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and mer- 
cy with them that love him, and keep his commandments, to a thouſand gene- 
rationsf, All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto ſuch as keep his 
covenant and his teſtimonies s. The Lord is good, his mercy is everlaſting, and 
his truth endureth to all generations . 


SECT. 2. Every word of God ſhall recetve its full accompliſhment. 


KN o W, that there ſhall come in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after their own: 
luſts, and ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his coming? For, ſince the fathers. 


fell 
$ 8. Rev. xv. 3, 4. d Rev. xix. 1, 2. 
© 1, Deut. xxxli. 3, 4. b Pfal. xxxili. 4; e Pſal. cxi. 7, 8. Pfal. cy. 8. 
6 Joſh, ZX111, 14. e Deut. Vil, 9, * Pſal. XXV. 10. bs Plal, C. 5+ 
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fell aſleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation *, 
The Lord is not flack concerning his promiſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs; 
but is long- ſuffering to us- ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to repentance d. He is faithful that promiſed *.—Alfo the ſtrength 
of Iſracl will not lied. God is not man that he ſhould lie; neither the fon of man 
that he ſhould repent. Hath he ſaid ? and ſhall he not do it? Or hath he ſpo- 
ken? and ſhall he not make it good ©? Yea let God be true, but every man a 
liarf, If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful; he cannot deny himſelf s.— 
For men verily ſwear by the greater; and an oath for confirmation is to them 
an end of all ſtrife : Wherein God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the 
heirs of promiſe the immutability of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath ; that, 
by two immutable things in which it was impoſſible for God to lie, we might 
have a ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 
ſct before us; which hope we have as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſted- 
faſt, and which entereth into that within the vail d. Wherefore let us commit 
the keeping of our ſouls to him in well-doing, as to a faithful creator; in hope 
of ctcrnal life, which God who cannot lie promiſcd before the world began * : 
For verily till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or one title ſhall in no wiſe paſs 
from the law, till all be fulfilled !, 


SECT. 3. This declared as in the words of the Almighty himſelf. 


Tux Lord of hoſts hath ſworn, ſaying, Surely as I have thought, ſo ſhall it 
come to paſs ; and as I have purpoſed, ſo ſhall it ſtand *. I am the Lord; 
I change not d. My counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will do all my pleaſure. I have 
ſpoken it; I will alſo bring it to paſs : I have purpoſed it; I will alſo doit © : 
For I am the Lord; I will ſpeak, and the word that I ſpeak ſhall come to pals : 
I ſay the word, and will perform it 4. I have ſpoken it, I have purpoſed it, 
and will not repent ; neither will I turn back from it ©, For as the rain cometh 
down, and the ſnow from heaven, and returneth not thither ; but watereth the 
carth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, 
and bread to the eater; ſo ſhall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
It ſhall not return to me void ; but it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it 
ſhall proſper in the thing ee I ſent it e. 

Thou ſpakeſt in viſion to thy Holy One, and ſaidſt, I have laid help upon one 
chat! is mighty; I have exalted one choſen out of the people, with whom my 


I 2 hand 
$ 2. 2 Pet, iii. 3, 4. b 2 Pet iii. 9. © Heb. x. 23. d 1 Sam. xv. 29. 
Num. xxiii. 19. f Rom. iii. 4. g 2 Tim. ii. 13. b Heb. vi. 16,—19. 
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hand ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; mine arm alſo ſhall ſtrengthen him. My faithfulneſs 
and my mercy ſhall be with him; and in my name ſhall his horn be exalted s. 
My mercy will I keep for him for ever more, and my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt 
with him. His ſeed alto will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the 
days of heaven. If his children forſake my law, and walk not in my judgments ® : 
Then will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes. 
Nevertheleſs, my loving kindneſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer 
my faithfulneſs ro fail, My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that 
is gone out of my lips. Once have I ſworn by my holineſs, I will not lie, his 
ſeed ſhall endure for ever, and his throne as the ſun before me. It ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witneſs in heaven i. 

But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me x. 
Will the Lord caſt off for ever? Doth his promiſe fail for ever more“? Cana 
woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon 
of her womb ? yea, they may forget; yet will I not forget thee, Behold I 
have graven thee upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls are continually before 
men. Heaven and carth ſhall paſs away; but my words ſhall not paſs away n. 
For the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed ;. but my kindneſs ſhall 
not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith 
the Lord that hath mercy on thee %. Fear not, for thou ſhalt not be aſhamed; 
neither be thou confounded, for thou ſhalt not be put to ſhame: For thy Ma- 
ker is thine Huſband, the Lord of hoſts is his name ; and thy Redecmer is the 
Holy One of Iſrael, the God of the whole earth ſhall he be called . Lift up 
your cyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath; for the heavens 
ſhall vaniſh away like ſmake, and the earth ſhall wax old like a garment, and 
they that dwell therein ſhall die in like manner; but my falvation fhall be for 
ever, and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed 3. He who bleſſeth himſelf in 
the earth, fhall bleſs himſelf in the God of truth; and he that ſweareth in the 
earth, ſhall ſwear by the God of truth *, 


SECT. 4. The ſaints adore the faithfulneſs of God as the ſtable foundation 
their comfort and hope. 


I wILL ſing of the mercies of the Lord for ever; with my mouth will I 
make known thy faithfulneſs to all generations: For I have ſaid, mercy ſhall be 
built up for ever; thy faithfulneſs ſhalt thou eſtabliſh in the very heavens : And 
the heavens ſhall praiſe thy wonders, O Lord; thy faithfulneſs alſo in the con- 


gregation 
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gregation of the ſaints. O Lord God of hoſts, who is a ſtrong Lord like unto 
| thee? or to thy faithfulneſs round about thee * -” and judgment are the 


habitation of thy throne; mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face >, I will wor- | 


ſhip towards thy holy temple, and praiſe thy name for thy loving kindneſs, and 
for thy truth; for thou haſt magnified thy word above all thy name; and thy 
faithfulneſs reacheth to the clouds 4. Thy word is true from the beginning © ; 
and thy counſels of old are faithfulneſs and truth f. Lord God of Ifrael, there is 
no God like thee in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepeſt covenant 
and mercy with thy ſervants, that walk before thee with all their heart . For 
_ ever, O Lord, thy word is ſettled in heaven: Thy faithfulneſs is unto all gene- 
rations b. Stablith thy word unto thy ſervant, who is devoted to thy fear. Re- 
member the word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope * : 
For thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord God of truth x. 


E HM A FP. XVIII. 


Of God as the ſupporter and preſerver of all his creatures. 


SECT. 1. All that exiſts, holds its being of God. 2. In his protection is ſafety 
and happineſs. 3. His peculiar care of his people. 4. Nothing that relates 
to them is overlooked by him. g. His gracious promiſes of protection to 
them that truly wait on him. 6. His ſervants adore him as the preſerver of 
every creature. 7. Their prayers and thankſgiving for his protection. 


SECT. 1. All that exiſts, holds its being of God. 


LESS the Lord, O my ſoul, who laid the foundations of the earth that it 

ſhould not be removed for ever“; who made heaven and earth, the ſea, 
and all that therein is>. He compaſſed the waters with bounds, until day 
and night come to an end ©; and while the earth remaineth, ſeed-time and har- 
velt, cold and heat, and ſummer and winter, and day and night ſhall not ceaſe 9, 
O give thanks unto the Lord, who giveth food to all fleſh*, The young lions 
roar after their prey, and ſeek their meat from God t. Sing unto the Lord with 


thankſ- 
$ 4. * Pſal. Ixxix. 1, 2, 5, 8 b Pſal. Ixxxix. 14. © Pſal. cxxxviii. 2. 4 Pſal. xxxvi. 5. 
* Plal. cxix. 160, EE + - 4 1 Kings viii. 23. » Plal. cxix. 89, 90. 
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thankſgiving; ſing praiſes upon the harp unto our God; who covereth the heaven 
with clouds; who prepareth rain for the earth; who maketh graſs to grow up- 
on the mountains; he giveth to the beaſt his food, and to the young ravens 
which cry ; He is the God in whoſe hand thy breath is, and whoſe are all 
thy ways d; in whoſe hand is the foul of every living thing, and the breath of 
all mankind ; If he ſet his heart upon man; if he gather unto himſelt his ſpi- 
rit and his breath; all fleſh ſhall periſh together, and man ſhall turn again unto 
duſt*. In him we live, move, and have our being“. 


SECT. 2. In his protection is ſafety and happineſs. 


Happy art thou, O Ifrael; who is like unto thee, 'O people ſaved by the 
Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is the ſword of thy excellency * ? There 
is none like unto the God of Jeſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, 
and in his excellency on the ſky, The cternal Ged is thy refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlaſting armsd. Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his 
help, whoſe hope is in the Lord his God; who executeth judgment for the op- 
preſſed, who giveth food to the hungry. The Lord loofcth. the priſoners ; the 
Lord raiſeth them that are bowed down; the Lord preſerveth the ſtrangers ; he 
relieveth the fatherleſs and widow ©. The living God delivercth and reſcueths, 


When he giveth quietneſs, who then can make trouble ©? The horſe is prepared 


againſt the day of battle; but ſafety is of the Lord t; for there is no reſtraint to 


the Lord to fave by many or by few*. There is no king ſaved by the multi- 
tude of an hoſt ; a mighty man is not delivered by much ſtrength ; an horſe is 
a vain thing for ſafety, neither ſhall he deliver any by his great ſtrength. Be- 
hold, the cye of the Lord is upon them that fear him; upon them that hope in 
his mercy ; to deliver their ſoul from death, and to keep them alive in famine“. 
He hath ſaid, I will never forſake thee: So that we may boldly ſay, The Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear what man ſhall do unto mei. The beloved of 
the Lord ſhall dwell in ſafety by him; and the Lord ſhall cover him all the day 
long*. The name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower; the righteous runneth into it, 


and is ſafe i. For thou, Lord, wilt bleſs the righteous ; with favour wilt thou 
compaſs him as with a ſhield “. 


SECT; 


s Pfal. cxlvii. 7, 8, 9. d Dan. v. 23. i Job xii. 10. * Job xxxiv. 14, 15. 
1 Acts xvii. 28. 
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SECT. 3. His peculiar care of his people. 


Tux angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and deli- 
vereth them. The Lord forſaketh not his ſaints ; they are preſerved forever b. 
The falvation of the righteous 1s of the Lord, he is their ſtrength in the time of 
trouble. The Lord ſhall help them, and deliver them; he ſhall deliver them 
from the wicked, and ſave them, becauſe they truſt in him *, ©, Many are the at- 
fictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivercth them out of them all. He 
keepeth all his bones; not one of them is brokens, They cry unto the 
Lord in their trouble, he ſaveth them out of their diſtreſſes e. He ſhall deli- 
ver thee in ſix troubles; yea, in ſeyen there ſhall no evil touch thee. In fa- 
mine, he ſhall redeem thee from death ; and in war from the power of the 
word. Thou ſhalt be hid from the ſcourge of the tongue; neither ſhalt thou 
be afraid of deſtruction when it cometh. At deſtruction and famine thou ſhalt 
laugh; neither ſhalt thou be afraid of the beaſts of the earth; for thou ſhalt be 
in league with the ſtones of the field; and the beaſts of the field ſhall be at 
peace with thee . 

The Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion, and upon her 
aſſemblies a cloud, and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night: 
For upon all the glory ſhall be a defence. And there ſhall be a tabernacle, for a 
thadow in the day time from the heat; and for a place of refuge, and for a co- 
vert from ſtorm and from rain :. And a man fhall be as an hiding place from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as 
the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land. They that truſt in the Lord ſhall 
de as mount Zion, which cannot be removed bat abideth for ever. As the moun- 
tains are round about ANT, ſo the Lord is round about his people, from 
henceforth, and for ever ', God is our refuge and ſtrength ; a very preſent help 
in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midſt of the fea; though the waters 
thereof roar and be troubled; though the mountains ſhake with the ſwelling there- 
of. There is a river, the ſtreams whereof ſhall make glad the city of God; the 
holy place of the tabernacles of the moſt High. God is in the midit of her, ſhe 
mall not be moved; God ſhall help her, and that right early. The Lord of hoſts 
is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge x. Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world!, If God be for us, who can be againſt us ®. The 
Father himſelf loveth yous. Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not diſmay- 
ed, for I am thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I will 


uphold 
$ 3 * Pfal. xxxiy. 7. b Pſal. xxxvii. 28. - * Pal. xxxvii. 39, 40. d Pſal. xxxiv. 19, 20. 
* Pal. cvii. 19. f Job v. 19, —23- g Iſa. iv. 5, 6. b Ila. xxxii. 2. 
3 Plal. cxxv. 1, 2. Pfal. XlVi. 1,—5, 7- Matth. xxviii. 20. Rom. viii. Zr. 


* John xvi. 27» 
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uphold thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs *.—God, even our Father, 
hath loved us, and hath given us everlaſting conſolation, and good hope through 
grace“. 1 | 

He that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt High, ſhall abide under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty. I will ſay of the Lord, He is my refuge and my for- 
tres; my God, in him will I truſt. Surely he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare 
of the fowler, and from the noiſome peſtilence. He ſhall cover thee with his 
fe.thers, and under his wings ſhalt thou truſt; his truth ſhall be thy ſhield and 
buckler. Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the terror by night ; nor for the arrow 
that flieth by day; nor for the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs ; nor for the 
deſtruction that waſteth at noon day, A thouſand ſhall fall at thy ſide, and ten 
thouſand at thy right hand; but it ſhall not come nigh thee 4. Becauſe thou haſt 
made the Lord who is my refuge, even the moſt High thy habitation; there ſhall 
no evil befal thee, neither {hall any plague come nigh thy dwelling :. For he 
ſhall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They ſhall 
bear thee up in their hands, leſt thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone ©. Thou ſhalt 
dig about thee, and thou ſhalt take thy reſt in ſafety ; alſo thou ſhalt ly down, 
and none ſhall make thce afraid*, Yea thou ſhalt ly down, and thy ſleep ſhall be 
{weet k. | 3 5 085 

The Lord is my light and my ſalvation; whom ſhall 1 fear? The Lord is 
the ſtrength of my life; of whom hal! I be afraid“? For in the time of trouble 


he ſhall hide me in his pavilion; in the ſecret of his tabernacle ſhall he hide me, 
he ſhall ſer me upon a rock *. The Lord is my rock, and my deliverer; my God, 


my ttrength, in whom I will truſt, my buckler, the horn of my ſalvation, and 
my high tower J. I laid me down, I flept, I awaked; for the Lord ſuſtained me*, 
The Lord is my ſtrength, and my ſhield ; my heart truſted in him, and I am 
helped. I will lift up mine eyes to the hills whence cometh my help. My help 
cometh from the Lord who made heaven and earth, He will not ſuffer thy foot 
to be moved ; he that keepeth thee will not ſlumber. Behold he that keepeth 
Iſrael, ſhall neither ſlumber nor ſleep. The Lord is thy keeper ; the Lord is thy 
ſhade, upon thy right hand. The ſun ſhall not ſmite thee by day ; nor the moon 
by night. The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all evil; he ſhall preſerve thy ſoul. 
The Lord ſhall preſerve thy going out, and thy coming in, from this time forth 


and even for ever more >, Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul? and why art 


thou diſquieted within me ? hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is 
the health of my countenance and my God e. O bleſs our God, ye people; and 


make 
„ Ifa. xli. 10. P 2 Thell: ii. 16. 4 Pfal. xci. 1, —7. r Pſal. xci. 9,—12. 
Job xi. 18, 19. t Prov. iii. 24. » Pſal. zxvii. 1, * Pſal. xxvii. 5. 


y Pal. xviii. 2. 2 Pſal. i. 5. * Pfal. xxvili. 7. b Pſal. cxxi. 1,—8. 
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make the voice of his praiſe to be heard, who holdeth our foul in life, and ſuf- 


fereth not our feet to be moved“. 


St cT. 4. Nothing that relates to them is overlooked by him, 


Tax no thought for your life, what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink; nor 
yet for your body what ye ſhall put on: Is not the life more than meat; and 
the body than raiment ? Behold the fowls of the air: for they ſow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. 
Are ye not much better than they“? And why take ye thought for raiment ? 
Conſider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil not, neither 


do they ſpin; and yet I ſay unto you, that even Solomon, in all his glory, 


was not arrayed like one of theſe. Wherefore, if God ſo clothe the graſs 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the oven, ſhall he 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith >? Are not two ſparrows ſold for 
a farthing ? and one of them ſhall not fall on the ground without your Father, 
but the very hairs of your head are all numbred. Fear ye not therefore; ye 
are of more value than many ſparrows ©. . Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made 
known unto God : And my God ſhall ſupply all your need, according to his rich- 
es in glory, by Chritt Jeſus 4, He hath given meat unto them that fear him e. 
Yea the Lord ſhall give that which is good; and our land ſhall yield her increaſe t. 
Truſt in the Lord, and do good; ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the land and be fed*, 
O fear the Lord ye his ſaints; for there is no want to them that fear him. The 
young lions do lack, and ſuffer hunger; but they that ſeek the Lord ſhall not 
want any good thing“. They ſhall not be aſhamed in the evil time; and in the 
days of famine they ſhall be ſatisfied i. 


SECT. 5. His gracious promiſes of protection to them that truly wait 
| on him, : 


Tnvs faith the Lord, Behold I am the Lord the God of all fleſh *, I kill, and 

I make alive; I wound, and I heal d. but whoſo hearkneth unto me ſhall dwell 
ſafely, and ſhall be quiet from fear of evil. He that putteth his truſt in me 
ſhall poſſeſs the land, and ſhall] inherit my holy mountain 4, But thou Iſrael art 
K my 


d Pal. lxvi. 8, 9. 


$ 4+ Matth. vi. 25, 26, d Matth. vi. 28, 29, 30. © Matth. x. 29, 30, 31. 4 Philp. iv. 6, 19. 
e Pſa]. cxi. 5. f Pſal, IXXxV. 12. 8s Pſal. xxxvii. 3. > Pal. xxxiv. 9, 10. 
Pſal. xxxvii. 19. 


$ 5. Jer. xxxii. 29, Deut. ni. 39. © Prov, i. 33. 9 Iſa. Ivii. 13, 
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my ſervant; Jacob I have choſen thee ©. Behold I am with thee ; and will keep 
thee in all places whither thou goeſt; for I will not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have ſpoken to thee of f. Fear thou not, for I am with thee s? I the 
Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, ſaying unto thee, fear not, I will help 
N thee. Fear not thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael“; when the poor and needy 
11441 ſeek water, and there is none; and their tongue faileth for thirſt; I the Lord 
140 N will hear them, I the God of Ifrael will not forſake them. I will open rivers 
WH in high places, and fountains in the midſt of the valleys “; I will make the wil- 
1 derneſs a pool of water, and the dry land ſprings of water i, I will make a co- 
i venant for them with the beaſts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
| with the creeping things of the ground; and I will break the bow, and the ſword, 
and the battle out of the earth; and will make them to lie down fately . I wilt 
make with them a covenant of peace 1. He that walketh righteouſly, and ſpeak- 
eth uprightly ; he ſhall dwell on high; his place of defence ſhall be the muni- 
tions of rocks; bread ſhall be given him, his waters ſhall be ſure *. 

Thus faith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
Iſrael, fear not, for I have redeemed thee ; I have called thee by thy name, and: 
thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee ; 
and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee : When thou walkeſt through 
the fire thou ſhall not be burnt ; neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee. For 
I am the Lord thy God, the holy One of Iſrael thy ſaviour ®. Sing ye unto 
(Zion), a vineyard of red wine : I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every 
moment leſt any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. In that day ſhall this 
ſong be ſung in the land of Judah, We have a ſtrong city; ſalvation will God 
appoint for walls and bulwarks “. For I, faith the Lord, will be unto ZFeruſalem 
a wall of fire round about; and will be the glory in the midſt of her*%. No wea- 
pon formed againſt thee ſhall proſper ; and every tongue that ſhall ariſe againſt 
thee in judgment, thou ſhalt condemn*, For thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, he that. 
toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye , 


SECT. 6. His ſervauts adore him as the preſerver of every creature. 


O Gov, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh , thou haſt made the heavens with 
all their hoſt, the earth, the ſeas, aud all that is therein; and thou preſerveſt them 
all 6, They continue this day according to thine ordinances ; for all are thy ſer- 


| vants.. 
e Iſa. xli. 8. f Gen. xxviii. 15. E Ia. xli. 10. b Iſa. xli. 13, 14. 
Iſa. xli. 17, 18. * Hol. ii. 18. | 1 Ezek. xxxiv. 25. IIa. xxxiii. 15, 16. 
„ Iſa. xliii. 1. 2, 3. © Iſa. xxvii. 2, 3. P Iſa, xxvi. 1. 1 Zech. ii. 5. 
r Ia. liv. 17. | Zech. ii. 8, 
$ 6. Num. xvi. 22 d Neh. ix. 6. 


* « There is ſomewhat remarkably beautiful in this promiſe of ſupply to the people of God in times of 4 
© neceſſity. Rivers in hig/t places, where ſtreams are not to be found; and fountains in the clay of the vak 
& es which admit of no ſprings”, 
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vants*, O Lord, the carth is full of thy riches, fo is this great and wide ſea, 
wherein are things creeping innumerable, both ſmall and great 4. Theſe wait 
all upon thee; that thou mayeſt give them their meat in due ſeaſon. That thou 
giveſt them they gather; thou openeſt thine hand, they are filled with goed. 
Thou hideſt thy face, they are troubled ; thou takett away their breath, they 
die, and return to their duſt, Thou ſendeſt forth thy fpirit, they are created ; 
and thou reneweſt the face of the carth*. O Lord, thou preſerveſt man and 
beaſt. How excellent is thy loving kindneſs, O God ?? 


SECT. 7. Their prayers and thankſyivings for his protection. 


O LokDd God, by thee have I been holden up from the womb ; thou art he 
that took me out of my mother's bowels ; thou didſt make me hope, when I 
was upon my mothex's breaſts d. Thou haſt granted me life, and favour; and 
thy viſitation hath preſerved my ſpirit ©. And what ſhall I do unto thee, O thou 
preſerver of men“: From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee : When my 
heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is higher than I. For thou haſt 
been a ſhelter for me, and a ſtrong tower from the enemy. I will abide in thy 
tabernacle tor ever ; I will truſt in the covert of thy wings*. Let the ſighing 
of the priſoner come before thee ; according to the greatneſs of thy power, pre- 
ſerve thou thoſe that are appointed to die f. With-hold not thou thy tender mer- 
cies from me, O Lord: Let thy loving kindneſs and thy truth continually pre- 
ſerve mes. Preſerve me O God, for I put my truſt in thee “. Keep me as the apple 
of the eye; hide me under the ſhadow of thy wings i, Many there be which ſay 
of my ſoul, there is no help for him in God. But thou, O Lord, art a ſhield for 
me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head *, I will both lay me down in 
peace, and fleep; for thou Lord, only makeſt me dwell in ſafety 1, For this 
ſhall every one that is godly pray unto thee, in a time when thou mayeſt be found; 
ſurely in the floods of great waters they ſhall not come nigh unto him. Thou 
art my hiding-place; thou ſhalt preſerve me from trouble; thou ſhalt compaſs 
me about with ſongs of deliverance”, : 

O how great is thy goodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee ; 
which thou haſt wrought for them that truſt in thee, before the ſons of men ! 
Thou ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy preſence from the pride of man ; thou 
ſhalt keep them ſecretly from the ſtrife of tongues. O love the Lord, all ye 
his ſaints ; for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the 
proud doer *. For thou haſt been a ſtrength to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy 


K 2 in 
© Pſal. cxix. 91. 4 Pſal. civ. 24, 25. * Pal. civ. 27, —30. f Pſal. xxxvi. 6, 7. 
$ 7. 2 Pſal. lxxi. 5, 6. v Pſal. xxil. 9. © Job x. 12. d Job vii. 20. 
e Pſal. Ixi. 2, 3, 4. t Pſal. Ixxix. 11, £ Pſal. xl. 11. b Pſal. xvi. r. 
1 Pſal. xvii. 8. * Pſal. iii. 27 3. 1 Pſal. iv. 8. u Pal. xxxli. 6, 7. 


* Pal. xxxi. 19, 20, 23. 
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in his diſtreſs, a refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat, when the blaſt 
of the terrible ones is as a ſtorm againſt the wall 9. Let all thoſe that put their 


truſt in thee rejoice z becauſe thou defendeſt them. 


Tn next character of the Deity that naturally falls under our view, is that of 
Benefactor; but the texts relative to this ſubject have been already collected 
under the article “ of his goodneſs,” to which therefore I refer for the il- 


luſt ration of this character, p. 45—5 4+ 


His being Lord and Lawypiver, hath been alſo illuſtrated under the article, “ of 
the dominion of God,” p. 35—41: And what relates to the glorious cha- 
rater of Redeemer, will be afterwards found in the ſection, intituled, ** of the 


redeeming love of God“. 


THE laſt character then, to the conſideration of which I now proceed, is that of 
our Judge, 


Of God as judge of all the earth. 


SECT. 1. A general view of God as the righteous judge. 2. Similar diſpen- 
ſations of providence to the good and to the bad, afford no juſt objection a- 
gainſt this character. 3. Signal diſplays of the divine diſpleaſure againſt the 
wicked and ungodly in extraordinary puniſhments on earth, and hereafter, in 
the final judgment. 4. His judgments are righteous. 5. Theſe judgments 
proceed on God's perfect knowledge of their hearts and ways. 6. The equity 
of his procedure in judgment. 7. Of the time of the laſt judgment. 8. The 
faints adore him as the ſovereign judge. 9. They confeſs their fins, and 
plead for mercy. 10. The doxology of the redeemed. 


SECT. 1, A general view of God as the righteous judge. 


HE Lord ſhall endure for ever, he hath prepared his throne for judgment; 
and he ſhall judge the world in righteouſneſs ; he ſhall miniſter judg- 

ment to the people in uprightneſs . The Lord executeth righteouſneſs and 
judgment for all that are oppreſſed v. God judgeth the righteous; and God is 
angry 


o Iſa. XXV. 4. ? Pſal. v. 11, 12. : 


$ I, * Pla), ix. 77 8. Þ Pſal, ciii, 6. \ 
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angry with the wicked every day ©. He 3 the feet of his ſaints, and the 
| wicked ſhall be ſilent in darkneſs. The adverſaries of the Lord ſhall be broken 
in pieces; out of heaven ſhall he thunder upon them: the Lord ſhall judge the 
ends of the earth *. The Lord ſtandeth up to plead, and ſtandeth to judge the 
people ©; and we are ſure that the judgment of God is according to truth f : Who 
will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient 
continuing in well-doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal 
life : But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteouſneſs ; indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul 
of man that doth evil; of the Jew firit, and alſo of the Gentile. But plory, 
honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good; to the Jew firſt, and al- 
ſo to the Gentile; for there is no reſpe& of perſons with Gods. 
See further on this head, chap. xvi. ſect. 1. 


SECT. 2. Similar diſpenſations of providence to the good and to the bad, 
afford no juſt ob jection againſt this character. 


Is Alp in mine heart, God ſhall judge the righteous and the wicked. One 
dieth in his full ſtrength, being wholly at eaſe and quiet. His breaſts are full of 
milk, and his bones are moiſtned with marrow. And another dieth in the bit- 
terneſs of his ſoul, and never eateth with pleaſure. They ſhall lie down alike 
in the duſt, and the worms ſhall cover them . Wherefore do the wicked live, 
become old, yea are mighty in power? Their ſeed is eſtabliſhed in their ſight 
with them; and their offspring before their eyes. Their houſes are ſafe from 
fear; neither is the rod of God upon them*. —Hearken unto me ye men of under- 
ſtanding: Far be it from God that he ſhould do wickedneſs, and from the Almigh- 
ty that he ſhould commit iniquity *. Shall even he that hateth right govern ? 
And wilt thou condemn him that is moſt juſt ? Is it fit to ſay to a king, thou art 
wicked? and to princes, ye are ungodly ? How much leſs to him, that accepteth 
not the perſons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor ? for they 
all are the work of his hands ©. His eyes are upon the ways of man, and he ſecth 
all his goings. There is no darkneſs, nor ſhadow of death, where the workers of 
iniquity may hide themſelves. He will not lay upon man more than right; that 
he ſhould enter into judgment with God f. I ſaid unto the fools, deal not fooliſh- 
ly; and to the wicked, lift not up the horn. Lift not up your horn on high: 
ſpeak not with a Riff neck: but God is the judge; he putteth down one, and 
fetteth up another : For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is 


red ; 
* Plal. vii. 11. 4 x Sam. ii. 9, 10. © Iſa. iii. 13, f Rom. ii. 2. 
4 Rom. ii. 6,—11. | 
$ 2, Eccleſ. iii. 17. d Job xxi. 23,—26. Job xxl. 7, 8, 9. 4 ſob xxxiv. 10. 


Job xxxiv, 17, 18, 19. 7 Job iv. 21, 22, 23. | 
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red; it is full of mixture, and he poureth out of the ſame ; but the dregs there- 
of all the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them out, and drink them“. The 
earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth 
herbs meet for thoſe by whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from God : But 
that which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe 
end is to be burned ®, So, though a ſinner do evil an hundred times, and his 
days be prolonged, yet ſurely I know, that it ſhall be well with them that tear 
God, who fear before him; but it ſhall not be well with the wicked; becauſe he 
feareth not before God i. Rejoice, .O young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, 
and in the ſight of thine eyes; but know thou, that for all theſe things God will 
bring thee into judgment *. For God ſhall bring every work into judgment 
with every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil i; becauſe he 
hath appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs “. 


- 


SECT. 3. Signal diſplays of the divine diſpleaſure againſt the wicked 
and ungodly, in extraordinary puniſhments on earth, and hereafter in the 
Final judgment. 


THe mighty God, even the Lord hath ſpoken, and called the earth from the 
riſing of the ſun, unto the going down thereof. Out of Zion, the perfection of 
beauty, God hath ſhined. Our God ſhall come, and ſhall not keep ſilence; a 
fire ſhall devour before him, and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about him. 
He ſhall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his 
people, Gather my ſaints together unto me; thoſe that have made a covenant 
with me by ſacrifice. And the heaven ſhall declare his righteouſneſs; for God 
is judge himſelf . The Lord cometh out of his place, to puniſh the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity », The Lord ſhall be known towards his ſervants; 
and his indignation towards his enemies : For behold the Lord will come with 
fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and 
his rebuke with flames of fire? . He ſpared not the old world, whoſe wickedneſs 
was great; but ſaved Noah the eighth perſon, a preacher of righteouſneſs, bring- 
ing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly, and turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah into aſhes, condemned them with an overthrow, making them an 
enſample unto thoſe that after ſhould live ungodly. And the angels which kept 
not their firlt eſtate, but left their own habitation, he hath reſerved in everlaſt- 


ing 


5 Pſal lzxv. 4,—8. b Heb. vi. 7, 8. Eccleſ. viii. 12, 13. * Eccleſ. xi. 9. 
1 Eccleſ. xii. 14. m Acts xvii. 31. 


$ 3. * Pſal. I. 1.—6. b Ia, xxvi. 21. © Iſa, Ixvi. 14, 15. 4 Gen. vi. 5. and 2 Pet. ii. 5, 6. 
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ing chains, under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the great day*. O Jeruſa- 


lem, Jeruſalem, which killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto 


thee ; How often would I have gathered thy children together, and ye would 
not? Behold, your houſe is left unto you deſolate f. The abomination of deſo- 
lation ſpoken of by Daniel the prophet ſhall ſtand in the holy place s, and there 
ſhall be great diſtreſs in the land, and wrath upon this people ; and they ſhall fall 
by the edge of the ſword, and ſhall be led away captive into all nations: And 
Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled d. Enoch alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, propheſied of theſe, ſaying, 
Behold the Lord cometh with ten thouſands of his ſaints, to execute judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard ſpeeches, which 
ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt him i, Then the dead, ſmall and great 
ſhall ſtand before God. The ſea ſhall give up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell ſhall deliver up the dead which were in them ; and they ſhall be 
judged, every man according to their works*. The wicked ſhall be turned in- 
to hell, and all the nations that forget God I. For the wicked is reſerved to the 
day of deitruction ; they ſhall be brought forth to the day of wrath *. The un- 
godly ſhall not ſtand in the judgment, nor ſinners. in the congregation of the 
righteous”, Upon the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an 
horrible tempeſt ; this ſhall be the portion of their cupꝰ. For the Lord himſelf 


fnall deſcend from heaven”; he ſhall come in his glory, and all the holy angels 


with him*: Then ſhall the king ſay unto them on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world: And he ſhall ſay alſo unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cur- 


fed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. And theſe ſhall 


go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the righteous into life eternal *. 


SECT. 4. His judgments are righteous. 


Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance ? God forbid : For then low ſhall 
God judge the world *? For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven, againſt 
all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men d. And thinkeſt thou this, O man, 
that judgeſt them which do ſuch things, and doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape 
the judgment of God? or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, and forbear- 
ance, and long-ſuffering ; not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee 


» Plal i. 5. o Pſal. xi. 6. P 1 Theſl. iv. 16. 4 Matth. xxv. 31. 
* Matth. xxv. 34, 41; 46. 


4 4. a Rom. Ill, 55 6. f d Rom, i. 18. 
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to repentance? But after thy hardneſs, and impenitent heart, treaſureſt up unto 
thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God e. For if we fin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins; but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the adverſaries ; 
He that deſpiſed Moſes law, died without mercy, under two or three witneſles ; 
of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the Son of God ; and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done deſpite 
unto the ſpirit of grace? For we know him that hath ſaid, Vengeance belongeth 
unto me, I will recompenſe, faith the Lord. And again, the Lord ſhall judge 
his people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God 4. For 
the time is come, that judgment mutt begin at the houſe of God : And if it firſt 
begin at us, what ſhall the end be of them that obey not the goſpel of God © ? It 
is a righteous thing with God to recompenſe tribulation to them that trouble 
you? and to you who are troubled, reſt with us, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be 
revealed from heaven f. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 


temptations, and to reſerve the unjuſt unto the day of judgment to be puniſhed *. 
Shall not the judge of all the world do right », 


SECT. 5. Theſe judgments proceed on God's perfect knowledge of their 
hearts and ways. | | 


Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the ſtars, 
how high they are; and thou ſayeſt, How doth God know? can he judge 
through the dark cloud? Thick clouds are a covering to him that he ſeeth not; 
and he walketh in the circuit of heaven . the Lord fearch the heart; I try 
the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and according to the 
fruit of his doings® : For mine eyes are upon all their ways; they are not hid 
from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes ©, If thou doſt 
well, thalt thou not be accepted? and it thou doſt not well, fin lieth at the doors. 
Now is the end come upon thee ; and I will judge thee according to thy ways e. 
Judgment alſo will I lay to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet* : For 
we muſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad :. For the Lord cometh, who will bring to light the hidden 


things 


© Rom. ii. 3, 4, 5- 
& 2 Pet. ii. 9. 


d Heb. x. 26,31, 


* 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
b Gen. xviii. 25, 


f 2 Theſſ. i. 6, 7. 


$ 5, Job xxil. 12, 13, 14. 
e Ezek, vii. 3. 


d Jer xvii. ro. 


8 Jer. xvi. 17. 
f Ia, xxvili. 17. 
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things of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the counſcls of the hearts, in the 
day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt i. | Behold I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me; to give every man according as his works 
ſhall be*, 


SECT. 6. The equity of his procedure in judgment. 


A MAN is accepted according to that he hath ; and not according to that he 
hath not *. That ſervant who knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, 
neither did according to his will, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. But he that 
knew not, and did commit things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few 
ſtripes. For unto whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall much be required; 
and to whom men have committed much, of him they will aſk the morev, As 
many as have ſinned without law, ſhall alſo periſh without law; and as many as 
have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by the law. Be not deceived ; God is 
not mocked : For whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap : For he that 
ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; but he that ſoweth to the 
ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. Let us not be weary in well-do- 
ing; for in due feaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not 4. For God is not unrighte- 
ous to forget your work and labour of loves. H/herefore, look to yourſelves 
that we loſe not thoſe things which we have wrought ; but that we receive a full 
reward t. 


SECT, 7. Of the time of the laſt judgment. 


As Teſus ſat upon the mount of Olives, the diſciples came unto him pri vately, 
ſaying, Tell us, when ſhall theſe things be? and what ſhall be the ſign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world? And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, 
This goſpel of the kingdom ſhall be preached in all the world for a witneſs unto 
all nations, and then ſhall the end come. The ſun ſhall be darkned, and the 
moon ſhall not give her light, and the ſtars ſhall fall from heaven, and the pow- 
ers of the heavens ſhall be ſhaken :—And then ſhall appear the ſign of the Son 
of man in heaven; and then ſhall all the tribes of the earth mourn ; and they 
ſhall ſee the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory. And he ſhall ſend his angels with a great ſound of a trumpet ; and they 
ſhall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other >, But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father ©, As a ſnare ſhall it come 


L ON 
* 1 Cor. iv. 5. : i Rom. ii. 16. * Rev. xXii. 12. 
$6. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Luke xii. 47, 48. © Rom, ii. 12. 4 Gal. vi. 7, 8, 9. 
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on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth 4. For, in ſuch an 
hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh e. Y/herefore, let your loins be 
girded about, and your lights burning, and ye yourſclves like unto men that 

wait for their Lord f. | 
There ſhall come in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts ; and 
ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his coming?! for, ſince the fathers fell aſleep, 
| "IT all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this 
1 they are willingly ignorant of, that, by the word of God, the heavens were of 
N old, and the earth ſtanding out of the water, and in the water; whereby the 
| world that then was, being overflowed with water, periſhed. But the heavens 
| | and the earth which are now, by the fame word, are kept in ſtore, reſerved un- 
1444 to fire againſt the day of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men s. The Lord 
444 is not {lack concerning his promiſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs. But the day 
| | 199 of the Lord will come as a thief in the night ; in the which the heavens ſhall paſs 
| þ away with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat; the earth 

| 


alſo, and the works that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. Secing then that all 
theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, What manner of perſons ought ye to be in all ho- 
iy converſation and godlinels *? 


Sgr. 8. The ſaints adore him as the ſovereign judge. 


O Lo Rp of hoſts, that judgeſt righteouſly, that trieſt the reins and the heart +, 
Thine eyes are open upon all the ways of the ſons of men; to give every 
one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings d. Thou 
doſt eſtabliſh equity; thou executeſt judgment and righteouſneſs in Jacob e. 
Juſtice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne ; mercy and truth ſhall 
go before thy face 4, Thou, even thou art to be feared; and who may ſtand 
in thy ſight when once thou art angry? Thou didſt cauſe judgment to be heard 
from heaven: The earth feared, and was ſtill, when God aroſe to judgment, 
to ſave all the meek of the earth*. Ariſe, O Lord, lift up thyſelf, and awake 
for me to the judgment that thou haſt commanded t. O Lord God, to whom 
vengeance belongeth ; O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, ſhew thyſelf ; 
Lift up thyſelf, thou Judge of the earth ®. Ariſe, O God, judge the earth; 
for thou ſhalt inherit all nations“. Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever *. 


SECT. 
Luke xxi. 35. * Matth. xxiv. 44. ' Luke xii. 35, 36. 8 2 Pet. iii. 3.—7. 
u 2 Pet. iii. 9, 10, II. 
$8. Jer. xi. 20. b Jer. xxxil. 19. e Pſal. xcix. 4. d Pſal. Ixxxix. . 
* Pſal. Ixxvi. 7,8, 9. f Plal. vil. 6. 8 Pal, xciv. 1, 2. » Pſal. lzxxii, 8. 
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SECT. 9. They confeſs their fins, and plead for mercy. 


How ſhould man be juſt with God? If he contend with him, he cannot an- 
ſwer him one of a thouſand . If I juſtify myſelf, mine own mouth ſhall con- 
demn me: If I fay I am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe >.—For innume- 
rable evils have compaſſed me about; mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, 
ſo that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head, 
therefore my heart faileth me ©. Againſt thee, thee only have 1 ſinncd, and done 
evil in thy ſight ; that thou mighteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, and be 
clear when thou judgeſt 4. If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
ſhall ſtand ? But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared ee. 
Behold, O God, our ſhield ; and look vpon the face of thine anointed f : And 
enter not into judgment with thy ſervant ; for in thy ſight ſhall no man living 
be juſtified s. But I have truſted in thy mercy ; my heart ſhall rejoice in thy 
ſalvation “. Ariſe for our help, and redeem us for thy mercy's fake * : For by 
grace are we ſaved ®, and made accepted in the Beloved ei. Not by works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us ®, 
Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
By whom alſo we have acceſs, by faith, into this grace wherein we ſtand, and 


rejoice in hope of the glory of God a. 


SECT. 10. The doxology of the redeemed. 


Wr give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, who art, and waſt, and art 
ro come; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great power, and haſt reigned, 
The nations were angry; and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, 
that they ſhould be judged ; and that thou ſhouldſt give reward unto thy ſer- 
yants the prophets, and them that fear thy name, ſmall and great ; and ſhouldſt 
deſtroy them that deſtroy the earth *. Thou art righteous, O Lord, who art, 
and waſt, and ſhalt be; becauſe thou haſt judged thus. Even ſo, Lord God 
Almighty ; true and righteous are thy judgments ®, 


L 2 CHAP. 

$ 9. Job ix. 2, 3. b Job ix. 20. * Pal. xl. 12. a Pſal. li. 4. 
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Of Gop and his PERFECT1IONS. PART I. 


C A £5-; 6 


Of the majeſty and condeſcenſion of God; — and that he is the ſole object of 


adoration. 


SECT. 1. Calls to worſhip and adore him. 2. Of the infinite majeſty of God. 
3. This terrible to his enemies :—4. To the proud; and 5. To the oppreſſor. 
6. Of the condeſcenſion of God. 7. Joint views of the majeſty and conde- 
ſcenſion of God, —theſe diſplayed in behalf of his people: — 8. In bringing If 
rael out of Egypt: — 9. In protecting his church :—10. In working deliver- 
ance for them that truſted in him. 11. Repreſentations of the majeſty and 
condeſcenſion of God, given by his prophets. 1 2. Their pious ſenſe of theſe ;. 
and their prayers for further diſplays of theſe perfections. 13. Their joy 
and praiſcs for the diſplays he had made of theſe. 14. They declare all their. 

hope to be in God alone. 15, Their admiration of his condeſcenſion. 


SECT. 1. Calls to worſhip and adore him. 


IVE car, O ye heavens, and I will ſpeak ; and hear, O earth, the words 

of my mouth. My doctrine ſhall drop as the rain; my ſpeech ſhall diſtil 

as the dew ; as the ſmall rain upon the tender herb, and as the ſhowers upon the 

graſs, Becauſe I will publiſh the name of the Lord; aſcribe ye greatneſs anto 

our God *. Honour and majeſty are before him; ſtrength and beauty are in his 

ſanctuary. Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the 

Lord glory and ſtrength : Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: 

Bring an offering, and come into his courts. O worſhip the Lord in the beauty 
of holineſs; fear before him, all the earth b. 


SECT. 2. Of the infinite majeſty of God. 


IIx is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength : Who hath hardned himſelf a- 
gainſt him, and hath proſpered? He removeth the mountains, and they know 
not; he overturneth them in his anger. He ſhaketh the earth out of her place, 
and the pillars thereof tremble. He commandeth the ſun, and it riſeth not ; and 
ſealeth up the ſtars. He alone ſpreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the 

waves 
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waves of the ſea *. He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth ; he toucheth the 
hills, and they ſmoke d: The pillars of heaven tremble, and are aſtoniſhed at his 
reproof . Who hath meaſured the waters in the hollow of his hand? and me- 
ted out heaven with the ſpan, and comprehended the duſt of the earth in a mea- 
fure, and weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance? All na- 
tions before him are as nothing, and they are counted to him leſs than nothing, 


and vanity * *. 


SECT. 3. This terrible to his enemies: 


Tax Lord God of hoſts is he that toucheth the land, and it ſhall melt; and 
all that dwell therein ſhall mourn *. Behold the Lord cometh forth out of his 
place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth. And 
the mountains ſhall be molten under him, and the valleys ſhall be cleft : As wax 
before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a ſtcep place d. The 
Lord will take vengeance on his adverſaries ; and he reſerveth wrath for his 
enemies. The Lord is ſlow to anger, and great in power; and will not at all ac- 
quit the wicked. The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind, and in the ſtorm, 
and the clouds are the duſt of his feet. He rebuketh the ſea, and maketh it dry; 
and drieth up all the rivers.. The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, 
and the earth is burnt at his preſence ; yea, the world and all that dwell thercin. 
Who can ſtand before his indignation ? and who can abide in the fiercencſs of 
his anger ? With an over-running flood he will make an utter end ; and dark- 
neſs will purſue his enemies. God came from Teman, and the Holy One from 
mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his 
praiſe : His brightneſs was as the light. Before him went the peſtilence ; and 
burning coals went forth at his feet. He ſtood, and meaſured the earth: 
He beheld, and drove aſunder the nations; and the everlaſting mountains were 
ſcattered, the perpetual-hills did bow : His ways are everlaſting. I ſaw the tents 
of Cuſhan in affliction ; and the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. Was 
the Lord diſpleaſed againſt the rivers ? Was thine anger againſt the rivers ? Was 
thy wrath againſt the ſea, that thou didſt ride upon thine horſes, and thy cha- 
riots of ſalvation ? The mountains ſaw thee, and they trembled ; the over- 
flowing of the water paſſed by ; the deep uttered his voice, and lift up his hands 
on high. The ſun and moon {ſtood ſtill in their habitation : At the light of 
thine arrows they went, and at the ſhining of thy glittering ſpear 4+. Thou didſt 

| march 


8 2. Job ix. 4,—8. d Pal. civ. 32. Job xxvi. 17, * Iſa. xl. 12, 17. 


* See further chap. ix, x, xi, xii. concerning his power, providence, and dominion.” p. 18, to p. 43. 


$ 3- Amos ix. 5, b Mic. 1. 3, 4* © Nah. i. 2, — 6, 8. 4 Hab. iii. 3.—8, 10, It, 
T © Alluding to the ſignals from commanders, which give the whole hoſt ſuch movements as they will,” 
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march through the land in thine indignation: Thou wenteſt forth for the ſalya- 
tion of thy people, cven for ſalvation with thine anointed . Thou didſt walk 
through the ſca with thine horſes, through the heap of great waters. When I 
heard, my belly trembled ; my lips quivered at the voice: Rottenneſs entered 
into my bones, and I trembled in myſelf, that I might reſt in the day of trouble f. 


SECT. 4,—To the proud; and— 


Tur day of the Lord of hoſts ſhall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, 
and upon every one that is lifted up, and he ſhall be brought low. And upon 
all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and lifted up; and upon all the oaks of 
Baſhan ; and upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills that are lifted 
up; and upon cvery high tower, and upon every fenced wall; and upon all the 
ſhips of Tarſhiſh, and upon all pleaſant pictures kx. And the loftineſs of man 
ſhall be bowed down; and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low; and the 
Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day: and the idols he ſhall utterly aboliſh. 
And they ſhall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, 
and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of 
his majeſly, when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the carth *. 


Sr cr. 5. To the oppreſſor. 


How hath the oppreſſor ceaſed! the golden city ceaſed! The Lord hath bro- 
ken the ſtaff of the wicked, and the ſcepter of the rulers. He who ſmote the 
people in wrath with a continual ſtroke ; he that ruled the nations in anger, is 
perſecuted, and none hindereth *. Hell from beneath is moved for thee, to meet 
thee at thy coming; it ſtirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of 
the carth; it hath raiſed up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. 
All they ſhall ſpeak, and ſay unto thee, art thou alſo become weak as we? Art 
thou become like unto us? Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the 
noiſe of thy viols; the worm is fpread under thee; and the worms cover thee. 
How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer fon of the morning? how art thou 
cut down to the ground, which didſt weaken the nations! For thou haſt 
ſaid in thine heart, I will aſcend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the 
ſtars of God; I will lit alſo upon the mount of the congregation ; in the ſides 
of the north * 7 will aſcend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the 


2 moſt 
Hab. iii. 12, 13. Hab. iii. 15, 16. 

$ 4. Ia. ii. 12,— 19, 21. 

$ 5. Ia. xiv. 4, 5 6. b Ia, xiv. 9.—13. 


Pidtures.— The images worſhipped by idolaters. 4 
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moſt High; yet thou ſhalt be brought down to hell, to the ſides of the pit. 
They that ſee thee ſhall narrowly look upon thee, and conſider thee, ſaying, Is 
this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did ſhake kingdoms ? That 
made the world as a wilderneſs, and deſtroyed the cities thereof, that opened not 
the houſe of his priſoners ©? Litt ye up a banner upon the high mountain; exalt 
the voice unto them; ſhake the hand, that they may go into the gates of the 
nobles. I have commanded my ſanctified ones, I have alſo called my mighty 
ones for mine anger, even them that rejoice in my highneſs. The noiſe of a multi- 
rude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noiſe of the king- 
doms of nations gathered together; the Lord of hoſts muſtercth the hoſt of the 
battle, They, come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the Lord 
and the weapons of his indignation. Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at 
hand; it ſhall come as a deſtruction from the Almighty. Therefore {ſhall all 
hands be faint ; and every man's heart ſhall melt; and they ſhall be afraid. Pangs 
and ſorrows ſhall take hold of them; they ſhall be in pain as a woman that 
travaileth ; they ſhall be amazed one 5 another 4: For the ſtars of heaven, and 

the e thareat ſhall not give their light ; the ſun ſhall be darkened in 
his going forth, and the moon ſhall not cauſe her light to ſhine. And I will 
cauſe the arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe ; and will lay low the haughtineſs of 


the terrible ©, 


SECT. 6. Of the condeſcenſion of God. 


Trax Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. Who 
is like unto the Lord our God who dwelleth on high ? who humbleth himſelf ro 
behold the things that are in heaven, and in the carth*. What is man that thou 
art mindful of him? and the fon of man that thou viſiteſt him »? Like as a fa- 
ther pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him © : For the eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers «. 
He will regard the prayer of the deſtitute ; he hath looked down from the height 
of his ſanctuary, to hear the groaning of the priſoner, to looſe thoſe that are 
appointed to death*, The meek will he guide in judgment; the meek will he 
teach his way *, If a man love me, faid Jeſus, he will keep my words ; and my 
father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
bim®. Though the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect unto the WY d, to re- 
vive the ſpirit of the humble, and the heart of the contrite ones: And truly 
our fellowſhip is with the Father, and with his ſon Jeſus Chriſt *. 


SECT. 
© Ila. xiv. 14,—17. 4 Ta. xiii. 2,—8. e Iſa. xiii. 10, If. 
$6. »Pfal. cxiii. 4, 5, 6. » Pal. viii. 4. « pfal. ciii. 13. 4 1 Pet. iii. 12, 14. 
* Plal. cü. 19, 19, 20, * Plal. xxr. 9. s Jbhn xiv. 23. * Plal, cxxxvili. C. 
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SECT. 7. Point views of the majeſty and condeſcenſion of God,—theſe dif- 
played in behalf of hiis people : 


Tux Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance, He 
found him in a deſart land, and in the waſte howling wilderneſs ; he led him a- 
bout; he inſtructed him; he kept him as the apple of his eye. As an eagle 
ſtirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, ta- 
keth them, beareth them on her wings, ſo the Lord alone did lead him, and there 
was no ſtrange god with him *. In his love, and in his pity he redeemed them, 
and carried them all the days of old>. There 1s none like unto the God of Je- 
ſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency upon the 
ſky ©. Iſrael ſhall dwell in ſafety alone: Happy art thou, O Iſrael; who is like 
unto thee, O people, ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who is the 
ſword of thy excellency a. O give thanks to the Lord of Lords, for his mercy 
endureth for ever: To him who alone doth great wonders. To him that by 
wiſdom made the heavens, and ſtretched out the earth above the waters.—Who 
remembered us in our low eſtate, for his mercy endureth for ever, and hath re- 
dccmed us from our enemies, for his mercy endureth for ever *. 


SECT. 8.— In bringing 1ſrael out of Egypt: 


O c1ve thanks unto the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds 
among the people; ſing unto him, ſing pſalms unto him; talk ye of his wondrous 
works. He did great things in Egypt; wondrous works in the land of Ham; 
and terrible things by the Red Sca b. Marvellous things did he in the fight of 
their fathers in the field of Zoan. He divided the ſea, and cauſed them to paſs 
through; and he made the waters to ſtand as an heap®. I will ſing unto the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriouſly ; the horſe and his rider hath he thrown into 
the ſea, Pharaoh's chariots and his hoſt hath he caſt into the ſea ; his choſen 
captains alſo are drowned in the Red Sea, The depths have covered them ; they 
ſank unto the bottom as a ſtone. Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious 
in power; thy right hand, O Lord, hath daſhed in pieces the enemy. And in 
the greatneſs of thine excellency thou haſt overthrown them that roſe up againſt 
thee ; thou ſenteſt forth thy wrath, which conſumed them as ſtubble. With the 

| blaſt of thy noſtrils the waters were gathered together; the floods ſtood upright 
as an heap, and the depths were congealed in the heart of the ſea*, The enemy 
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faid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I will divide the ſpoil ; my luſt ſhall be ſatis- 
| fied upon them, I will draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them. Thou didſt 
blow with thy wind; the ſea covered them; they ſank as lead in the mighty 
waters. Who is like unto thee, O Lord, amongſt-the gods ? who is like thee, 
glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ©? Thou haſt with thine 
arm redeemed thy people, the ſons of Jacob and Joſeph. "The waters ſaw thec, 
O God, the waters ſaw thee; they were afraid; the depths alſo were troubledt. 
The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven; the lightnings lightned the world, 
the earth trembled and ſhook . The ſtout-hearted are ſpoiled, they have ſlept 
their ſleep; and none of the men of might have found their hands. At thy re- 
buke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horſe are caſt into a dead ſleep *. 


SECT. 9. In protecting his church: 


GRrEaT is the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed in the city of our God, in the 
mountain of his holineſs *. For lo, the kings were afſembled ; they paſſed by to- 
gether. They ſaw it, and ſo they marvelled ; they were troubled, and haſted 
away. Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail d. In 
Judah is God known; his name is great in Iſrael. In Salem alſo is his taber- 
nacle, and his dwelling place in Zion. There brake he the arrows of the bow; 
the ſhield, the ſword, and the battle*. A fire goeth before him, and burneth 
up his enemies round about. His lightnings enlightned the world; the earth ſaw 
and trembled. The hill; melted like wax at the preſence of the Lord; at the pre- 
ſence of the Lord of the whole earth The ſea ſaw it, and fled ; Jordan was 
driven back, The mountains ſkipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs. 
What ailed thee, O thou ſea, that thou fleddeſt? thou Jordan, that thou waſt 
driven back ? ye mountains that ye ſkipped like rams ? and ye little hills like 
lambs? Tremble thou earth at the preſence of the Lord, at the preſence of the 
God of Jacob z who turned the rock into a ſtanding water, the flint into a foun- 


tain of waters e. 


SECT. 10. In working deliverance for them that truſted in him, 


I Lov the Lord becauſe he hath heard my voice, and my ſupplications. 
Becauſe he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call apon him as long 
as I live*. The ſorrows of death compaſſed me; and the floods of ungodly 


, M | men 
„ Exod. xv. 9,—11. t Pfal. xxvii. 15, 16. « Pſal. Ixxvil. 18. v Pſal lxxvi. 5, 6, 
$ 9. * Pfal. xlviii. 1. b Pal, xlviii. 4, 5, 6. e Pſal. Ixxvi. f, 2, 3. © Pfal xcvii. 3, 4. 5. 


0 Pſal. cxiv. 3, —8.” 


$ 10, * Pſal, c. vi. 1, 2. 
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men made me afraid. In my diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my 
God; he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him. 
Then the earth ſhook and trembled; the foundations alſo of the hills moved, and 
were ſhaken, becauſe he was wroth. There went up a ſmoke out of his no- 
ſtrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured ; coals were kindled by it. He bow- 
ed the heavens alſo and came down ; and darkneſs was under his feet. And he 
rode upon a cherub, and did fly ; yea he did fly upon the wings of the wind. 
He made darkneſs his ſecret place; his pavilion round about him were dark 
waters, and thick clouds of the ſkies. At the brightneſs that was before him, his 
thick clouds pafſed, hail-ſtones and coals of fire. The Lord alſo thundered in 
the heavens, and the higheſt gave his voice. Yea he ſent out his arrows, and ſcat- 
tered them ; and he ſhot out lightnings and diſcomfited them. Then the chan- 
nels of waters were ſeen, and the foundations of the world were diſcovered, at 
thy rebuke, O Lord, at the blaſt of the breath of thy noſtrils. He ſent from 
above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters. He brought me forth alſo 
into a large place; he delivered me, becauſe he delighted in me*. This poor 
man cried; and the Lord heard him, and ſaved him out of all his troubles. The 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
| if them. O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good: Bleſſed is the man that truſteth 
e in him e. Thou haſt fully known what perſecutions I endured ; but out of them 
N. all the Lord delivered me 4. The Lord ſhall deliver me from every evil*. Who 
delivered us from ſo great a death, and doth deliver; in whom we truſt that he 
will yet deliver us f. Our God whom we ſerve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king®. O 
love the Lord, all ye his ſaints; for the Lord preſerveth the faithful, and plenti- 
fully rewardeth the proud doer, 


SECT, 11. Repreſentations of the majeſty and condeſcenſion of God given by 
his prophets. 
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O cLay your hands, all ye people, ſhout unto God with the voice of triumph; 
for the Lord moſt high is terrible; he is a great king over all the carth*, God 
is gone up with a ſhout ; the Lord with the ſound of a trumpet. Sing praiſes to 
God, fing praiſes; ſing praiſes unto our king, ſing praiſes : For God is the king 
of all the earth; ſing ye praiſes with underſtanding. God reigneth over the 
heathen ; God ſitteth upon the throne of his holineſs d. He ſitteth upon the 
circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as graſshoppers*. Behold the 


nations 


= — 


b Pfal. xviii. 4,—16, 19. © Pſal. xxxiv. 6, 7, 8. 4 2 Tim. iii. 10, II, e 2 Tim. iv. 18, 
f 2 Cor. i. 10. £ Dan. iii. 17. b Pſal. xxxi. 23, 


$ II, * Pſal xlvii. I, 2, * Pſal. xlvii. 5—8. 6 Iſa. xl. 22. 
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nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of a balance. 


| Behold he taketh up the iſles as a very little thing. All nations before him 


are as nothing, and they are counted to him leſs than nothing, and vanity 4, Let 
all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world ſtand in awe of 
him ©. Who art thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that ſhall die, and ot 


the ſon of man who ſhall be made as graſs? and forgetteſt the Lord thy maker, 


that hath ſtretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth * ? 


Neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of hoſts himſelf, 
and let him be your fear, and let him be your dreads. Fear this glorious and 
fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD, O fear the Lord, ye his ſaints; for 
there is no want to them that fear him 1, Ye that fear the Lord, praiſe him; 


all ye ſeed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him all ye ſeed of Iſrael x. In all their 


afflictions he was afflicted; and the angel of his preſence ſaved them i. He that 


toucheth them, toucheth the apple of his eye®. If they be bound in fetters, 


and holden in cords of affliction; then he ſheweth them their work, and their 


tranſgreſſions ; he openeth alſo their ear to diſcipline ; he delivereth the poor in 
his affliction, and openeth their ears in oppreſſion n. Though the Lord be high, 
yet hath he reſpect unto the lowly ; but the proud he knoweth afar off. Thus 
ſaith the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, 1 
dwell in the high and holy place; with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble 
Pirit, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones v. The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footſtool; where is the 
houſe that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my reſt? For all thoſe 
things hath mine hand made, ſaith the Lord. But to this man will I look, even 
to him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word a. Thus 
ſaith the Lord that created the heavens, God himſelf that formed the earth and 
made it, I am the Lord, and there is none elſe. I have ſworn by myſelf, the 
word is gone out of my mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall not return, that unto 
me every knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall ſwear” : That he who bleſſeth 
himſelf in the earth, ſhall bleſs himſelf in the God of truth; and he that ſwear- 
eth in the earth ſhall ſwear by the God of truth. For, from the riſing of the ſun 


even unto the going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great among the Gen- 


tiles; and in every place, incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, and a pure of- 


Fering ; for my name ſhall be great among the heathen, ſaith the Lord of hoſts *. 


2 
SECT, 
F | 
I Ta xl. 15, 17. * Pal. xxxiii. 8. f Iſa. Ii. 12, 13. t Iſa. viii. 12, 13. 
Deut. xxviii, 58, 1 Pſal. xxxiv. g. * Pſal, xxii. 23. Ia. Ixiii. 9. 
m Zech. ii. 8. Job xxxvi. 8, 9, 10, 15. * Pſal. cxxxviii. 6, P Ia. lvii. 15. 
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307-29; heir pious ſenſe of theſe, and their prayers for farther 
diſplays of theſe perfections. | 


ALL thy works ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee. They 
ſhall ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power *. One genera- 
tion ſhall praiſe thy works to another, and ſhall declare thy mighty acts. I 
will ſpeak of the glorious honour of thy majeſty, and of thy wondrous works: 
And men ſhall ſpeak of the might of thy terrible acts; and I will declare thy 
greatneſs. They ſhall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodneſs, and 
ſhall ſing of thy righteouſneſs». The heavens ſhall praiſe thy wonders, O Lord; 
thy faithfulneſs alſo in the congregation of the ſaints. For who in heaven can 
be compared unto the Lord ? who among the ſons of the mighty can be likened 
to the Lord? God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of the ſaints ; and to 
be had in reverence of all them that are about him. O Lord God of hoſts, who 
is a ſtrong Lord like unto thee? or to thy faithfulneſs round about thee ? Thou 
ruleſt the raging of the ſea; when the waves thereof ariſe thou ſtilleſt them. 
Thou haſt broken Rahab in pieces, as one that is ſlain ; thou haſt ſcattered thine 
enemies with thy ſtrong arm. Thou haſt a mighty arm ; ſtrong is thy hand, 
and high is thy right hand ©. Oh that thou wouldſt rent the heavens, that thou 
wouldſt come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy preſence ; tu 
make thy name known to thine adverſaries z that the nations may tremble at thy 
preſence. When thou didſt terrible things which we looked not for, thou cameſt 
down, the mountains flowed down at thy preſence 4. Awake, awake, put on 
ſtrength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations 
of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon ? 
Art thou not it which hath dried the ſea, the waters of the great deep, that 
hath made the deeps of the ſea a way for the ranſomed to paſs over? That led 
them with his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to make himſelf an 
everlaſting name © ? Look down from heaven, and behold. from the habitation 
of thy holineſs, and of thy glory : Where is thy zeal and thy ſtrength, the ſound- 
ing of thy bowels, and oi thy mercies towards me? are they reſtrained ? Doubt- 
leſs thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Iſrael acknow- 
ledge us not; thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer, thy name is fram e- 
vcrlaſting #, 


SECT, 


2 Pſal. czlv. 10, 11. o Pfal, cxlv. 4,—7. 


l hy ſhe 9 Iſa, lay, I, 27 3. 
© Ifa, Ii. 9, 10 and Ixlil. 12. 7 Iſa. ili. 15, 16. 
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CAP. XX. Of the majeſty and conde ſcenſion of God, &c. 93 


SxcT. 13. Their joy and praiſes for the diſplays he had made of theſe. 


O Loxp my God, thou art very great ; thou art clothed with honour and 
majeſty : Who covereſt thyſelf with light as with a garment ; who ſtretcheſt 
out the heavens like a curtain: . Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? 
Who can ſhew forth all his praiſe * ? How terrible art thou in thy works ? 
Through the greatneſs of thy power, ſhall thine enemies ſubmit themſelves unto 
thee©, My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the Lord: The humble ſhall hear thereof, 
and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
I ſought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears * My 
ſoul doth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour : 
For he that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is his name e. 
The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad t. I will joy in 
the God of my ſalvation . My foul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of ſalvation 3. O God, when thou wenteſt forth 
before thy people, when thou didſt march through the wilderneſs, the earth 
ſhook, the heavens alſo dropped at the preſence of God; even Sinai itſelf was 
moved at the preſence of God, the God of Iſrael . The chariots of God are 
twenty thouſand, even thouſands of angels: The Lord is among them, as in 
Sinai, in the holy place. Thou haſt aſcended on high; thou haſt led captivi- 
ty captive ; thou haſt received gifts for men, yea for the rebellious alſo ; 
that God the Lord might dwell among them x. O Lord our Lord, How excel- 
lent is thy name in all the earth 1! Lord, What is man, that thou takeſt know- 
ledge of him? or the ſon of man, that thou makeſt account of him a? For thou 
haſt made him a little lower than the angels, and haſt crowned him with glory 
and honour *. Bleſſed be thou, Lord God of Iſrael, for ever and ever. Thine, 
O Lord, is the greatneſs, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majeſty ; for all that is in the heaven, and in the earth, is thine : Thine is 
the kingdom, O Lord; and thou art exalted as head above all. Let all thoſe 
that ſeek after thee rejoice, and be glad in thee : Let ſuch as love thy ſalvation 
lay continually, The Lord be magnified v. 


SECT. 
$ 13, *® Pfal. civ. 1, 2. b Pfal. cvi. 2. © Pſal. Ixvi. 3. 4 Plal. xxxiv. 2, 3, 4. 
e Luke i. 46, 47, 49. f Pal. cxxvi. 3. Hab. iii. 18. b Iſa. Ixi. 10. 
i Pſal. Ixviii. 7, 8. * Pſal. Ixviii. 17, 18. * Pfal. viii- 1. m Pal. cxliv. 3. 


u Pſal. viii. 5, Y 1 Chron, xxix. 10, 11, ? Pfal. xl. 16. 
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is full of thy mercy vd. Who am J, O Lord God? and what is my houſe, that 
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SECT. 14. They declare all their hope to be in God alone. 


Give car, O Shepherd of Iſrael, thou that leadeſt Joſeph like a flock ; thou 
that dwelleſt between the cherubims, ſhine forth. Before Ephraim, and Ben- 
jamin, and Manafſeh, ſtir up thy itrength, and come and ſave us. Turn us a- 
gain, O God; and cauſe thy face to ſhine, and we ſhall be faved . Save us, 
O God of our ſalvation, that we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory 
in thy praiſe >. I will praiſe thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will ſhew 
forth all thy marvellous works e, My ſoul, wait thou only upon God; for my 
expectation is from him: He only is my rock, and my ſalvation 4. Truly in 
vain is ſalvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: 
Truly in the Lord our God is the falvation of Iſrael ©. I, even I, am the Lord, 
and beſide me there is no Saviour, ſaith the Lord f. Look unto me, and be ye 
ſaved, all the ends of the earth: For I am God, and there is none elſe s, I 
will be glad and rejoice in thee : I will ſing praiſe to thy name, O thou 
Moſt High b. 


SECT. 15. Their admiration of his condeſcenſion, 


Bur will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth! Behold the hea- 
ven, and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee * ; and the earth, O Lord, 


thou haſt brought me hitherto ? And is this the manner of man, O Lord God e? 
Thou art great, O Lord God ? there is none like thee ; neither is there any 
God beſide thee 9, When I conſider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him? and the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt him e. 


N 


8 Pſal. Ixxx. I, 2, 3. b 1 Chron. xvi. 35. © Pſal. ix. 1. 4 Pſal. Ixii. 57 6. 
© Jer, iii. 23. | f Iſa. xliii. 11. 8 Ia, xlv. 22. * Pfal. ix. 2. 


$ 15. * 2 Chron. vi. 18. v Pſal, cxix. 64. © 2 Sam. vii. 18, 19. 1 2Sam. vii. 22. 
© Pſal. viii. 3, 4+ 


„ II. 


Or HUMAN NAT UR E. 


. 


Of the origin and fall of man. 


SECT. 1. A general view of God as our Creator. 2. An account of the crea- 
tion of our firſt parents, 3. Their firſt ſtate of honour and happineſs, 4. 
God's ſpecial command given to them in Paradiſe, as a teſtimony of their 
daily ſubjection and gratitude to him. 5. They are deceived by the ſerpent. 
6. The judgment denounced on the ſerpent, on Adam, and on Eve. 7, 
Their fall affects all their offspring. 8. Of the remains of their original ex- 
cellency, 9. The acknowledgments and ſupplications of his ſervants on this 
article, 


SECT. 1. A general view of God as our Creator. 


gladneſs. Know ye that the Lord he is God: It is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourſelves: We are his people, and the ſheep of his 
paſture . He giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; and hath made of 
one blood, all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth; and 
hath dętermined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation : 
For in him we live, and move, and have our being ; for we are alſo his offspring », 


MI K E a joyful noiſe unto the Lord, all ye lands; ſerve the Lord with 


SECT. 2. An account of the creation of our firſt parents. 


In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth *, and all that there- 
in is v. And God ſaid, Let us make man in our image, after our likeneſs ; and 
let them have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, 

and 


$ 1. Pal. c. 1, 2; 3. Acts xvii. 25, 26, 28. 
$ 2. 8 Gen, i. 1. | * Pſal. cxlvi. 6. 
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96 Of HUMAN NATURE. Part II. 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the carth *, And the Lord God formed man of the duſt of the 
ground; and breathed into his noſtrils the breath of life; and man became a li. 
ving foul. And the Lord God faid, It is not good that the man ſhould be alone; 
I will make him a help meet for him 4. And the Lord God cauſed a deep fleep 
to fall upon Adam, and he flept; and he took one of his ribs, and cloſed up the 
fleſh inſtead thereof: And the rib which the Lord God had taken from man, 
made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam ſaid, This is 
now bone of my bone, and fleſh of my fleſh ; She ſhall be called woman, be— 
cauſe ſhe was taken out of man. Therefore ſhall a man leave his father and mo- 
ther, and ſhall cleave unto his wife; and they ſhall be one fleſh. And they were 
beth naked, and were not aſhamed ©,—So God created man in his own image: 
In the image of God, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, created he him: Male 
and female created he them ,. 


SECT. 3. Their firſt ſtate of honour and happineſs. 


Ap God bleſſed them, and God faid unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenijh the earth, and ſubdue it; and have dominion over the fiſh of the 
ſea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon 
the earth. And God faid, Behold I have given you every herb bearing ſeed, 
which is upon the face of all the earth; and every tree, in the which is the fruit 


of a tree yielding ſeed ; to you it ſhall be for meat *: And out of the ground 


the Lord God formed every bealt of the field, and every fowl of the air, and 
brought them unto Adam, to ſce what he would call them. And whatſoever 
Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof b. God hath made 
man upright ©* And God ſaw every thing that he had made, and behold it was 
very good 9, 


SECT. 4. God's ſpecial command given to them in paradiſe, as a teſti- 
mony of their daily ſubjection and gratitude. 


Axp the Lord God planted a garden eaſtward in Eden; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow 
every tree that is pleaſant to the ſight, and good for food; the tree of life alſo 
in the midſt of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil*. And 
the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden, to dreſs it, 

and 


e Gen. i. 26, d Gen. ii. 7, 18. e Gen. ii. 21,—25, 


s Ecclel, vii. 29. 


t Gen. i. 27. & Eph. iv. 24+ 
$ 3. Gen. i. 28, 29, * Gen. ii. 19, 4 Gen. i. 31. | 


5 4s 6 Gen. It, 8, 9. 
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and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ſaying, Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayeſt freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eateſt thereof, 


thou ſhalt ſurely die *, 


Sec T. 5. They are deceived by the ſerpent. 


Now the ſerpent was more ſubtile than any beaſt of the field which the Lord 
God had made; and he ſaid unto the woman, yea hath God ſaid, Ye ſhall not cat 
of every tree of the garden? And the woman ſaid unto the ſerpent, we may cat 
of the fruit of the trees of the garden ; but of the fruit of the tree which is in 
the midit of the garden, God hath ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of it, neither ſhall ye 
touch it, leſt ye die. And the ſerpent faid unto the woman, Ye ſhall not ſurely 
dic. For God doth know, that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes ſhall 
be opened ; and ye ſhall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the wo- 
man ſaw that.the tree was good for food, and that it was pleaſant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be deſired to make one wile ; ſhe took of the fruit thereof, and did 
eat; and gave alſo unto her huſband with her, and he did eat. And the eyes of 
them both were opened; and they knew that they were naked; and they ſew- 
ed fig- leaves together, and made themſelves aprons * . For Adam was firſt form- 
ed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was 
in the tranſgreſſion d. The ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſubtilty © : that old 
ſerpent called the devil and Satan 4, he was a murderer from the beginning : 
eh he ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father 
ot it ©, 


* 


SECT. 6. The judgment denounced on the ſerpent, on Adam, and on Eve. 


AnD they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themſelves from the preſence of the Lord 
God amongſt the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and 
ſaid unto him, where art thou? And he ſaid, I heard thy voice in the garden; 
and I was afraid becauſe I was naked; and I hid myſelf. And he ſaid, Who 
told thee, that thou waſt naked ? haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof I com- 
manded thee, that thou ſhouldſt not eat? And the man ſaid, The woman whom 
thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord 
God ſaid unto the woman, What is this that thou haſt done? And the woman faid, 

N The 
> Gen. Ii. 15, 16. 1). 


$ 5. ; Gen ili. 1.—7. b 1 Tim. 11. 13 14 | T2 Cor, xi. 3. 9 Rey, xii. 9. 
C John viii. 44. 2 
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The ſerpent beguiled me and I did eat. And the Lord God faid unto the ſerpent, 
Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art curſed above all cattle, and above every 
bealt of the field; upon thy belly ſhalt thou go, and duſt ſhalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life. And I will put enmity between thee and the woman; and be- 
tween thy ſeed and her ſeed; it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his 
hecl. Unto the woman he ſaid, I will greatly multiply thy ſorrow, and thy con- 
ception 3 in ſorrow thou ſhalt bring forth children; and thy deſire ſhall be to 
thy huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee, And unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe 
thou haſt hearkned to the voice of thy wife, and haſt eaten of the tree of which 
i commanded thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not eat of it; curſed is the ground for 
thy ſake; in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns 
alſo and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee ; and thou ſhalt eat the herb 
of the field. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
che ground: for out of ir waſt thou taken; for duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt 
thou return*. And the Lord God ſent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till 
the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed 
at the caſt of the garden of Eden, cherubims and a flaming ſword which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life b. 


SECT. 7. Their fall affects all their offspring. 


Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have 
{ought out many inventions. How is the gold become dim! how is the fine gold 
changed *! By one man fin came into the world, and death by ſin; and ſo death 
paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned. But not as the offence, ſo alſo is 
the free gift; for if by one man's offence, death reigned by one ; much more 
they who receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign 
in life, by one, Jeſus Chriſt ©. As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation ; even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto juſtification of life. As by one man's difobedience many were 
made ſinners; ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous a. For 
{ince by man came death, by man came alſo the reſurrection of the dead: For as 
in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive*. That which is born 
of the fleſh is fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit is ſpiritf. And you hath 


he quickned who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and were by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath even as others s. | 


3 SECT, 
8 6. * Gen. 111. 8, —19, b Gen. ili. 237 24. 


$ 7. Eccleſ. vii. 29. b Lam. iv. 1. e Rom. v. 12, 15. 17. d Rom. v. 18, 19, 
e 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. f John iii, 6. 6 Eph, ii. 1, 3. 


4 , | be 4 —. \ > - D * 8 
EET: pd , * 2 2 Y x 5 4 
CO PRI FAYE — 
2 * 9 K * a U 
b . 


Cunay, I. Of the origin and fall of man. 


SECT. 8. Of the remains of their original excellency. 


THERE is a ſpirit in man; and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth him 
underſtanding *. The ſpirit of God hath made me; and the breath of the Al- 
mighty hath given me life*® God my Maker giveth ſongs in the night: He 
teacheth us more than the beaſts of the earth, and maketh us wiſer than the 
fowls of heaven*. He hath put wiſdom in the inward parts; he hath given un- 


derſtanding to the heart®, For when the Gentiles which have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained in the law, theſe having not the law, are a law 


unto themſelves ; which ſhew the work of the Jaw written in their hearts ; thcir 
conſcience alſo bearing witneſs; and their thoughts the mean while accuſing, or 


elſe excuſing one another *. That which may be known of God, is manifeſt in 


them ; for God hath ſhewed ir unto them. For the inviſible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that 


are made, even his eternal power and godhead ; ſo that they are without excuſe, 


SECT. 9. The acknowledgments and ſupplications id his ſervants on this 
article. 


O Lo R our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth *! when I con- 
ſider thy heavens, the wor fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou 
haſt ordained; what is man that thou art mindful of him ? and the ſon of man 
that thou viſiteſt him? For thou haſt made him a little lower than the angels, 
and haſt crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madeſt him to have domini- 
on over the works of thy hands; thou haſt put all things under his feet; all ſheep 
and oxen, yea and the beaſts of the field; the fowl of the air, and the fiſh of the 
ſea, and whatſoever paſſeth through the paths of the ſeas d. O Lord, righteouſ- 
neſs belongeth unto thee; but unto us confuſion of faces, becauſe we have ſinned 
againſt thee s. If we ſay, we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth 
is not in usa. How then can man be juſtified with God? or how can he be clean 
that is born of a woman? Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not 
one, What is man that he ſhould be clean, and he that is born of a woman, that 
he ſhould be righteous *? The joy of our heart is ceaſed ; our dance is turned 
into mourning ; the crown is fallen from our head; wo unto us that we have 
ſinned. For this our heart is faint ; for theſe things our eyes are dimf. O 
Lord, enter not into judgment with hy ſervants; for in thy ſight ſhall no man 


N 2 living 
$8. Job xxxii. 8. b Job xxxiii. 4. © Job xxxv. 10,11. d Job zzxviil. 36. 
© Rom. ii. 13, 14, 15: f Rom. i. 19, 20. 
$9. * Pal. viii. 1. d Pal. viii. 3,—8. * Dan, ix. 7, 8. d 1 John I. 8. 
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living be juſtified s, If thou Lord ſhouldſt mark iniquities; O Lord, who ſhall ſtand ? 
but there is forgiveneſs with thee that thou mayeſt be feared b, With the Lord 
there is mercy and with him is plenteous redemption ; and he ſhall redeem Iſrael 
from all his iniquities :. To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveneſ- 
ſes, though we have rebelled againſt him*, O remember not againſt us for- 
mer iniquities: let thy tender mercies ſpeedily prevent us, for we are brought 


very low. Help us O God of our ſalvation, for the glory of thy name; and de- 
liver us, and purge away our fins, for thy name's ſake 1. 


C K 3 
Of the ignorance, folly, and obſtinacy of man. 


SECT. 1. Some general teſtimonies on this head. 2. The folly of human wiſ⸗ 
dom in the ſight of God. 3. The danger of entertaining a fond opinion of 
-our own wiſdom. 4. Our own wiſdom can neither direct our paths, attain, 
our purpoſes, nor ſecure us from ill. 5. That men are obſtinate and averſe 
to inſtruction. 6. The charge of ignorance, folly, and obſtinacy brought as 
by God himſelf againſt the ſons of men. 7. The reflexions of the ſaints on 
their former ignorance, and their ardent delires after true wiſdom. 8. Their 
prayers to this effect. 9. Their hope of obtaining their requeſts. 


SECT. 1. Some general teſtimonies on this head. 


AIN man would be wiſe, though man be born like a wild aſſes colt *; for 

we arc but of yefterday, and know nothing, becauſe our days upon earth. 
are a ſhadow». I ſaid, I will be wiſe; but it was far from me. That which 
is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out ? Tapplied mine heart to know, 
and to ſearch, and to ſeek out wiſdom, and the reaſon of things. Then I be- 
held all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done un-- 
der the ſun; becauſe, though a man labour to ſeek it out, yet he ſhall not find 
it ; yea further, though a wiſe man think to know it, yet ſhall he not be able to 
find it a. As thou knoweſt not what is the way of the ſpirit, nor how the bones 
do grow in the womb of her that is with child; even ſo, thou knoweſt not the 
works 


4 Pſal. cxliii. 1. 2. * Pſal. xxx. 3, 4. 1 Pſal, cxxx. 7, 8. * Dan. ix. 9. 
1 Pſal, Ixxix. 8, 9. 


$ 1. * Job xi, 12, Job viii. 9. Eccleſ. vii, 23, 24, 25+ Eccleſ. viii. 17. 


Cu Ap. II. Of the ignorance folly, and obſtinacy of man. 101 


works of God who maketh alle. Canſt thou by ſearching find out God? 


canſt thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ?? Teach us what we ſhall 
fay unto him ? for we cannot order our ſpeech by reaſon of darkneſs, 


SECT. 2. The folly of human wiſdom in the ſight of God. 


LET no man deceive himſelf ; if any man among you ſecmeth to be wiſe in 
this world, let him become a foo] that he may be wiſe. For the wiſdom of this 
world is fooliſhneſs with God : And the Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe, 
that they are vain . If any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth no- 
thing yet as he ought to know ». How beit we ſpeak not the wiſdom of this world, 
nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought®, For it is written, I will de- 
ſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing the underſtanding of the 
prudent. Whereis the wiſe? where is the ſcribe? where is thediſputerof this world? | 
hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world ? For after that in the wiſdom 
of God, the world by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of 
preaching to ſave them that believe d. Becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than 
men ; and the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men, For ye ſee your calling, 
brethren ; how that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called, But God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world to 
confound the wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty ; and baſe things of the world, and things 
which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen ; yea and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are; that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence . He leadeth 
counſellors away ſpoiled, and maketh the judges fools. He removeth away the 
ſpeech of the truſty, and taketh, away the underſtanding of the aged: They 
grope in the dark without light; and he maketh them to ſtagger like a drunken 
man f. He diſappointeth the devices of the crafty ; he taketh the wiſe in their 
own craftineſs, and the counſel of the froward is carried headlong. They meet 
with darkneſs in the day time, and grope in the noon day as in the night 8. 


SECT. 3. The danger of entertaining a fond opinion of our own wiſdom. 


SEEST thou a man wiſe in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than 
of him*, Wo unto them that are wiſe in their own eyes, and prudent in their 
Own 


* Ecclel. xi. 5. f Job xi. 7. 8 Job xxxvii. 19. 
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own fight»: They turn aſide into vain jangling, deſiring to be teachers of the 
law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm e. The way 
of peace they know not, and there is no judgment in their goings: They have 
made them crooked paths; whoſoever goeth therein ſhall not know peace, 
The god of this world hath blinded their minds*; they know not, neither will 
they underſtand ; they walk on in darkneſs t, profeſling themſelves to be wiſe, 
they became fools ; becauſe when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful ; but became vain in their imaginations, and 


their fooliſh heart was darkened s. Our fathers have inherited lies, vanity, and 


things wherein there is no profit *, Their way is folly; yet,their poſterity approve 
their ſayings. Therefore is judgment far from us; neither doth juſtice over. 
take us. We wait for light, but behold obſcurity; for brightneſs, but we 
walk in darkneſs. We grope for the wall like the blind; and we grope, as 
if we had no eyes. We ſtumble at noon-day as in the night &. 


SECT. 4. Our own wiſdom can neither direct our paths, attain our pur- 
poſes, nor ſecure us from ill. 


Tu E fooliſhneſs of a man perverteth his way*. Thy wiſdom and thy knows» 
ledge, it hath perverted thee ®, Behold thou art called a Jew, and reſteſt in 
the law, and makeſt thy boaſt of God, and knoweſt his will, and approveſt the 
things that are more excellent, being inſtructed out of the law ; and art confi- 
dent that thou thyſelf art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in 
darkneſs, an inſt ructor of the fooliſh, a teacher of the babes, which haſt the 
form of knowledge, and of truth in the law: Thou therefore who teacheſt an- 
other, teacheſt thou not thyſelf? Thou that makeſt thy boaſt of the law, 
through breaking the law diſhonoureſt thou God<? Ye know not what man- 
ner of ſpirit ye are of 4. All the ways of man are clean in his own eyes; but 
the Lord weigheth the ſpirits . The way of a man is not in himſelf ; it is not 
in man that walketh to direct his ſteps f. Man's goings are of the Lord; how 
can a man then underſtand his own ways? A man's heart deviſeth his way; 
but the Lord directeth his ſteps b. He is the God in whoſe hand thy breath is, 
and whoſe are all thy ways *. 

There is a way that ſeemeth right unto a man; but the end thereof are the 
ways of death *, Go to now, ye that ſay, To-day or to-morrow we will go in- 
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to ſuch a city, and continue there a year, and buy, and ſell, and get gain; 
whereas ye know not what ſhall be on the morrow ; for what is your life? it is 
even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vaniſheth away 1, Surely 
every man walketh in a vain ſhew ; ſurely they are diſquicted in vain; he heap- 
eth up riches, and Kknoweth not who ſhall gather them n. For man alſo knoweth 
not his time: as the fiſhes that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in the ſnare ſo are the ſons of men ſnared in an evil time, when it fall- 
eth ſuddenly upon them ®, 


* 
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SECT. 5. That men are obſtinate and averſe to inſtruction, 


Tn x natural man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God; for they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know“ them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned :. In the deglaning was the word b: 7 him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. And the light ſhineth in N and the darkneſs com- 
prehended it not. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not*®, And this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
were evil, For every one that doth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to 
the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved d. He that haterh reproof ſhall die e. 
Becauſe they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands; 
he ſhall deſtroy them, and not build them up*. For they are of thoſe that rebel 
againſt the light, they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the paths there- 
ofs. They walk in the vanity of their own mind; having the underſtanding 
3 darkned ; being alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance that is 
1 in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart“. They are altogether brutiſh 
2 and fooliſh*: A wiſe man will hear, and will increaſe learning ; but fools de- 
ſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruction. How long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity ? 
and the ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge *, O ye 
ſimple, underſtand wiſdom ; and ye fools, be ye of an underſtanding heart i. 


SECT, 
James iv. 13, 14. = Pal, xxxix. 6. = Fecleſ. ix. 12. 
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This cannot be underſtood of utter incapacity: but of ſuch a degree of averſion to ſpiritual things, 
as prevents their enquiring into them.” 
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SE r. 6. The charge of ignorance, folly, and obſtinacy, brought as by Cod 
himſelf againſt the ſons of men. 4 


* 


Wuro is this that darkeneth counſel by words without knowledge? How do 
ye ſay, We are wile, and the law of the Lord is with us? Lo, certainly in vain 
made he it, the pen of the ſeribes is in vain. The wiſe men are aſhamed, they 
are diſmayed and taken; lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord; and 
what wiſdom is in them»! My people are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge: 
Becauſe thou hatt rejected knowledge, I will alſo reject thee ; ſeeing thou haſt 
forgotten the law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy children ©. For my people 
is fooliſh, they have not known me; they are ſottiſh children, and they have 
none underſtanding; they are wiſe to do evil, but to do good they have no 
knowledge d. Yea the ſtork in the heaven, knoweth her appointed times; and 
the turtle, and the crane, and the ſwallow obſerve the time of their coming; 
but my people know not the judgmegt of the Lorde. They hated knowledge, 
and did not chooſe the fear of . they would none of my counſel, they 
deſpiſed all my reproof f. My people would not hearken to my voice; and Iſ- 
rael would none of mes. O that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
Iſrael had choſen my ways! I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their enemies, and turn. 
ed my hand againſt their ad verſariesd. To whom ſhall I ſpeak and give warn- 
ing, that they may hear? Behold their ear is uncircumciſed, and they cannot 
hearken ; behold the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach ; they have no 
delight in it. Be thou inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt my ſoul depart from thee*, 


SECT. 7. The reflexions of the ſaints on their former ignorance, and their 
_ ardent deſires after true wiſdom, 


We ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving di- 
vers luſts, hateful, and hating one another *. Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but 
now are ye light in the Lord; walk as children of the light: And have no fel- 
lowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them. For he 
ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
thee light», For this cauſe we do not ceaſe to pray for you, and to deſire that ye 
might be filled with the knowledge of his will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 
ſtanding ; being fruitful in every good work, and increaſing in the knowledge 


of Gods. 
SECT. 
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SECT. 5. Their prayers to this effect. 


SHEW me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in truth, and 
teach me; for thou art the God of my ſalvation, on thee do I wait all the day. 
That which I ſee not, teach thou me b. Who can underſt and his errors? cleanſe 
thou me from ſecret faultss. How many are mine iniquitics, and fins ? 
make me to know my tranſgreſſion and my fin d. Conſider and hear me, O Lord 
my God; lighten mine eyes, leſt I fleep the ſleep of death*. Teach me good 
judgment and knowledge. Open thou mine eyes, that J may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. I am a ſtranger in the earth; hide not thy command- 
ments from me f. Cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould walk; for lift 
up my ſoul unto thee. Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God. Thy ſpi- 
rit is good; lead me unto the land of uprightneſs*. Then will I teach tranſ- 
greſſors thy ways, and ſinners ſhall be converted unto thee “. Wherefore 1 
| ceaſe not to give thanks ſor you, making mention of you in my prayers ; that 
the God of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, the Father of glory, may give unto you the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation, in the knowledge of him; the cyes of your un- 
derſtanding being enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of his call- 
ing, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints !, 


SE CT. 9. Their hope of obtaining their requeſts. 


| G950D and upright is the Lord; therefore will he teach ſinners in the way. 
The meek will he guide in judgment; and the meek will he teach his way *. 
What man is he that feareth the Lord? him ſhall he teach in the way that he 
ſhall chooſe. The ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will 
ſhew them his covenant b. I will inſtruct thee, and teach thee in the way which 
thou ſhalt go ; I will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horſe or as the 
mule which have no underſtanding ©.—Behold thou deſireſt truth in the inward 
parts; and in the hidden part thou ſhalt make me to know wiſdom 4, If any 
of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God, that giveth to all men liberally and 
upbraideth not; and it ſhall be given him“. Aſk and it ſhall be given you . 
If thou crieſt after knowledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding, then 
ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord; and find the knowledge of God: for 
the Lord giveth wiſdom s. | | 
O CHAP. 
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EC AE MW 
Of the depravity of mankind. 


SECT. 1. General teſtimonies to this purpoſe. 2. The depravity of the hu- 
man heart hath diſcovered itſelf in all ages. 3. Of the criminal affections 
which prevail in the hearts of men. 4. Our Lord's teſtimony to this purpoſe, 
5. When theſe affections are indulged, they lead to the greateſt degrees of 
wickedneſs. 6. This ſubject continued and further illuſtrated by what is ſaid. 
concerning the ſinful behaviour of the people of IHrael. 7. That men are a- 
verſe to reformation. 8. God introduced charging men with depravity 
and obitinate wickedneſs, 9. That obſtinate . wickedneſs leadeth to judicial 
hardneſs of heart. 10. The ſubject continued. 1 1. The deſtruction of the 
tranſgreſſor is entirely owing to himſelf. 1 2. Our Lord's complaint of the ob- 
{tinacy of the Jews. 13. Nevertheleſs men every where called upon to re- 
pent. 14. The reflections of the ſervants of God on their ſtate before their 


converſion. 15. Their ſtruggles with the remains of depravity. 16. Their 
confeſſions and ſupplications on this ſubject, 


SECT. I. General teſtimonies to this purpoſe, 


HAT is man that he ſhould be clean? and he who is born of a woman, that 

he ſhould be righteous ? Behold, God putteth no truſt in his ſaints ; yea the 
heavens are not clean in his ſight, how much more abominable and filthy is man, 
who drinketh iniquity like water *?. There is not a juit man upon earth, that 
doeth good and ſinneth not b. Eſtranged from the womb, they go aſtray as ſoon- 
as they be born<. The way of a man is froward and ſtrange 4. Yea alſo the. 
heart of the ſons of men is full of evil, and madneſs is in their heart while they 
live e. The heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked; who. 
can know itt? for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth s, 


SECT. 2, The depravity of the human heart Rate diſcovered itſelf 1 in 
all ages. 


Tut Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men; to ſee if 
there were any that did underſtand, and ſeek God. And God ſaw that the 


wickedneſs 
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wickedneſs of man was great upon the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually b, The earth alſo was corrupt 
before God ; for all fleſh had corrupted his way upon the earth, and the carth 
was filled with violence through them*. They are corrupt; they have done 
abominable works 4; they are all gone aſide, they are altogether become filthy ; 
there is none that doth good, no not one”. Both Jews and Gentiles are 
under ſin. All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God's. 


Src T. 3. Of the criminal affections which prevail in the hearts of men. 


Lr no man ſay when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man. But every man is tempt- 
cd, when he is drawn away of his own luſts, and enticed. Then when luſt has 
conceived, it bringeth forth ſin; and fin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death“. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him ; for all that is 
in the world, the luſt of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world d. From whence come wars, and fight- 
ings among you? Come they not hence, even of your luſts, that war in your 
members? Ye luſt, and have not; ye kill, and deſire to have, and cannot obtain; 
ye fight, and war, yet ye have not, becauſe ye aſk not; ye aſk and receive not; 
becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that ye may conſume it upon your luſts. Ye adulterers and 
adultereſſes, know ye not that the friendſhip of the world is enmity with God ? 
Whoſoever therefore will be a friend of the world, is the enemy of God. Do 
ye think that the ſcripture ſaith in vain, the ſpirit that dwelleth in us luſteth to 
envy e. For ye are yet carnal; for whereas there is among you envying, and 
ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men 9? for they that are af- 
ter the fleſh, do mind the things of the fleſh; to be carnally minded is death, 
becauſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt God; for it is not ſubject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe 
God ©, Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe, adultery, for- 
nication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, 
and ſuch like f. Men ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves, coverous, boaſters, proud, 
| blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
truce-breakers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, traitors, hea- 
dy, high-minded, lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers of God; having a form 
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of godlineſs, but denying the power thereof e, men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith: from ſuch turn away; for they are enemies to the croſs. 
of Chriit : whoſe end is deſtruction, whole god is their belly; and whoſe glory 
is in their ſhame, who mind earthly things“. 


SECT. 4. Our Lord's teſtimony to this purpoſe. 


Now Jcſus knew all men; and needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man; 
for he knew what was in man*. And when he had called the people unto him, 
he ſaid unto them, Hearken unto me every one of you and underitand, there is 
nothing from without a man, that entering into him can defile him ; but the 
things which come out of him, thoſe are they that defile the man b. Do ye not 
perceive, That whatſoever thing from without entereth into the man, it cannot 
defile him: becauſe it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth 
out into the draught, purging all meats. That which cometh out of the man, 
that defileth the man; for from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetouſnefs, wickedneſs, de- 


ceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, fooliſhneſs ; all theſe evil things BY 
come from within, and defile the man ©, C 


* * 
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SECT. 5. When theſe affections are indulged, they lead to the greateſt 
degrees of wickedneſs. 


UNnTo the pure all things are pure; but unto them that are defiled, and un- 
believing, is nothing pure; but even their mind and conſcience is defiled. They 
profeſs that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable 
and diſobedient, and unto every good work reprobate . Becauſe that when 
they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankiul; but be- 
came vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was darkened, Profeſ- 
ſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools ; and changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four-footed beaſts, and creeping things. For this cauſe God gave them up unto 
vile affections“: And even as they did not like to retain God in their know- 
ledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things which are 
not convenient: being filled with all unrighteouſneſs, fornication, wickedneſs, co- 
vetouſneſs, maliciouſneſs ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whit- 

perers, 
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percrs, backbiters, haters of God, deſpiteful, inventers of evil things, without 
underſtanding, covenant-breakers, implacable, unmercitul e. 

The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to re— 
ſerve the unjuſt unto the day of judgment to be puniſhed. But chiefly them 
that walk after the fleſh in the Juſt of uncleanneſs, and deſpiſe government. 
Preſumptuous are they, ſelf-willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities“. 
Theſe as natural brute beaſts, made to be taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil of 
the thing that they underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh in their own cor— 
ruption ; and ſhall receive the reward of unrighteouſneſs, as they that count it 
pleaſure to riot in the day-time. Spots they are and blemiſhes, ſporting them- 
ſelves with their own deceivings ; having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot 
ceaſe from ſin; beguiling unſtable ſouls; an heart they have exerciſed with co- 
vetous practices; curſed children, which have forſaken the right way, and are 
gone aſtray, following the way of Balaam the fon of Boſor who loved the wages 
of unrighteouſneſs . Theſe are wells without water, clouds that are carried 
with a tempeſt, to whom the miſt of darkneſs is reſerved for ever. While they 
promiſe them liberty, they themſelves are the ſervants of corruption; for of 
whom a man is overcome, of the ſame is he brought in bondage f. Wo unto 
them for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam, for reward, and periſhed in the gainſaying of Core, Trees they arc whoſe 
fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots ; raging waves 
of the lea, foaming out their own ſhame; wandering ſtars, to whom is reſerved the 
blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, 
not having the ſpirit®, Wo unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, 
and fin as it were with a cart-rope. Wo unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs ; that put bitter for ſweet, 
and ſweet for bitter; who juſtify the wicked for reward, and take away the 
righteouſneſs of the righteous from him“. | 


SECT. 6. This ſubject continued, and further illuſtrated by what is ſaid 
concerning the ſinful behaviour of the people of Iſrael. 


The Lord hath a controverſy with the inhabitants of the land; becauſe there 
is no truth nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By ſwearing, and 
lying, and killing, and ſtealing, and committing adultery, they break out — 
Their throat is an open ſepulchre ; with their tongues they have uſed dereit ; 
the poiſon of aſps is under their lips; whoſe mouth is full of curling and birter- 

nels; 


Rom. i. 2, —3r. d 2 Pet. ii. 9, 10. e 2 Pet. it, 12,—15.. f 2 Pet, ii, 17, 19. 
© Jude 11, 12, 13, 19. * Ifa. v. 18, 20, 23. 
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veſs; their feet are ſwift to ſhed blood. Deſtruction and miſery are in their 
ways; and the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God 
belore their eyes . Being paſt feeling, they have given themſelves over unto 


laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanueſs with greedineſs . They ſleep not except 


they have done miſchief; for they eat the bread of wickedneſs, and drink the 
wine of violence 9. None calleth for juſtice, nor pleadeth for truth; they truſt in 
vanity and {peak lies. Their works are works of iniquity, and the act of vio- 
lence is in their hands. Their feet run to evil, and they make haſte to ſhed in- 
nocent blood. Their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity ; waſting and de- 
ſtruction are in their paths. The way of peace they know not, and there is no 
judgment in their goings. They have made them crooked paths; whoſoever 
goeth therein, ſhall not know peace © There is no faithfulneſs in their mouth; 
their inward part is very wickedneſs f. They encourage themſelves in an evil 
matter; they ſay who ſhall fee them? They ſearch out iniquities ; they accom- 
pliſh a diligent ſearch; both thc inward thought of every one of them, and the 
heart is deep 5. Pride compaſſeth them about as a chain, violence covereth them 
as a garment. They are corrupt, and ſpeak wickedly concerning oppreſſion ; 
they ſpeak loftily. They ſet their mouth againſt the heavens ; and their tongue 
walketh through the earth h. They {peak vanity every one with his neighbour ; 
with flattering lips, and a double heart do they ſpeak. The Lord ſhall cut off 
all flattering lips, and the tongue that ſpeaketh proud things: Who have faid, 
With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own, who is Lord over us i, 


The tranſgreſſion of the wicked ſaith within my heart, That there is no fear 


of God before his eyes. For he flattereth himſelf in his own eyes, until his ini- 
quity be found to be hateful. The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit; 
he hath left off to be wiſe, and to do good. He deviſeth miſchief upon his bed; 
he ſetteth himſelf in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil k. He ſpeak- 
eth vanity ; his heart gathereth iniquity to itſelf, Behold he travaileth with 
iniquity, and hath conceived miſchief, and brought forth falſhood *. For the 
wicked boaſteth of his heart's deſire; and bleſſeth the covetous whom the Lord 
abhorreth ; through the pride of his countenance, he will not ſeek after God; 
God is not in all his thoughts, His ways are always grievous ; thy judgments 


are far above, out of his ſight. He hath ſaid in his heart, I ſhall not be mo- 


ved. His mouth is full of curſing, and deceit and fraud ; ynder his tongue is 
miſchief and vanity. He hath ſaid in his heart, God hath forgotten; he hideth 
his face, he will never ſee it ®, But the Lord is known by the judgment which 
he executeth ; the wicked is ſnared in the work of his own hands“. | 
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Do ye indeed ſpeak righteouſneſs, O congregation ? Do ye judge uprightly, 
O ye ſons of men? Yea in heart you work wickedneſs, you weigh the violence 
of your hands in the earth ?. Your hands are defiled with blood, and your fin- 
gs with iniquity, your lips have ſpoken lies, your tongue hath muttered per- 
yerſeneſs%. Tet ye are they which juſtify yourſelves before men; but God 
knoweth your hearts“. | 


SECT, 7. That men are averſe to reformation. 


Tur Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance *, But 
Feſhurun forſook God who made him, and lightly eſteemed the rock of his ſal- 
vation. They provoked him to jealouſy with ſtrange gods, with abominations 
provoked they him to anger bd. They have corrupted themſclves ; their ſpot is 
not the ſpot of his children; they are a-perverſe and crooked generation ©. And 
when the Lord ſaw it he abhorred them, becauſe of the provoking of his ſons, 
and of his daughters. And-he ſaid, I will hide my face from them, 1 will ſce 
what their end ſhall be; for they are a very froward generation, children in 
whom is no faith 4. They are a nation void of counſel, neither is their any un- 
gerſtanding in theme. Their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of 
Gomorrah; their grapes are grapes of gall, their cluſters are bitter. Their wine 
is the poiſon of dragons, and the cruel venom of aſps. Is not this laid up in {tore 
with me, and fealed up among my treaſures ?? 

The Lord eſtabliſhed a- teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael ; 
that the generation to come might know them® ; and might not be as the fa- 
thers, a ſtubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that ſet not their heart 
arighr, and whoſe ſpirit: was not ſtedfaſt with God*. They kept not the cove- 
nant of God, and refuſed to walk in his law; and forgot his works, and his 
wonders that he had ſhewed them. Marvellous things did he in the ſight of 
their fathers ; and they ſinned yet more againſt him, by provoking the moſt 
High in the wilderneſs. Yea they ſpake againſt God; they ſaid, Can God fur- 
niſh a table in the wilderneſs * ? He opened the doors of heaven, and rained down 
Manna upon them to eat 1. He rained fleſh alſo upon them as duſt, and feather- 
ed fowls like as the ſand of the ſea. So they did eat and were filled. For all 
this they ſinned ſtill; and believed not for his wondrous works a. When he 
flew them, then they ſought him. Nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their 
mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues z for their heart was not right 
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with him, neither were they ſt cdfaſt in his covenant a. Yea they turned back 
and temptcd God, and limited the holy One of Ifrac] ; and dealt unfaithfully; 
they were turned afide like a deccitful bow. O Lord, thou haſt ſtricken 
them, but they have not gricved; they have refuſed to receive correction, they 
have retuſed to return And the Lord hath ſent unto you all his ſervants the 
prophets, but ye have not hearkned, nor inclined your ear to hear. They ſaid, 
Turn ye again, now every one from his evil way, yet ye have not hearkned 
unto me, ſaith the Lord*%. Ye ſtiff-necked and uncircumciled in heart and cars, 


ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt; as your fathers did, ſo do ye. Which of 


the prophets have not your fathers perſecuted ? And they have flain them who 


ſhewed before of the coming ot the juſt One, of whom ye have been now the 


betrayers and murderers", Who both killed the Lord Jeſus, and their own pro- 


phets; and have perſecuted us; and pleaſe not God, and are contrary to all men; 
to {ill up their ſins alway 


Sr cr. 8. Cod introduced charging men with depravity and obſtinate 
wickedneſs. 


* 


Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath-ſpoken, I have 
nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have rebelled againſt me. The ox 
knoweth his owner, and the afs his matter's crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, my 
people doth not conſider. Ah ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a feed 
ot evil doers, children that are corrupters, they have forſaken the Lord, they 
have provoked the holy One ot Iſrael unto anger, they are gone away back- 
ward*, The whole head is lick, and the whole heart faint ; from the ſole of the 
foot even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it ; but wounds and bruiſes and 
putrifying ſores ; they. have not bcen cloſed, neither bound np, neither mollified 
with ointment>. Hath a nation changed their gods, which yet are no gods? 
but my people have changed their glory, for that which doth not profit. Be aſto- 
niſhed, O ye heavens, at this: and be horribly afraid, be ye very deſolate, faith 
the Lord; for my people have committed two evils ; they have forſaken me the 
fountain of living waters; and hewed them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns that can 
hold no water ©. This people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart 4; their 
tranſgreſſions are many, their ' backlidings are increaſed ; the houſe of Iſrael *, 


and 
* Pfal. Izxviii. 34, 36, 37. * Pſal. lzzviii. 41. 57. Jer. v. 3. 1 Jer. xxv. 4, 5, 7. 
Acts vii. 51, 52. \ 1 Theſl. ii. 15, 16. 
5 9. * Ila; i. 23 4. v Tia. i. 3, 6. © Jer jt. 11, 12, 13. 1 Jer. v. 23. 


* [ſrae]. Though this and many other paſſages quoted in theſe ſections evidently relate to the degeneracy 


of the houſe of Jacob; and may thus ſeem an inſufficient proof of the general depravity of human nature; 


yet nothing will more effectually convince us of our own depravity, than to find a nation highly favoured 
of God, ſo prone to idolatry and ſin, and on different periods ſunk into the grolleſt vice and wickednels, 
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and the houſe of Judah have dealt very treacherouſſy againſt me, ſaith the Lords. 
As a fountain caſteth out her waters, ſo ſhe caſteth out her wickedneſs; vio- 
lence and ſpoil is heard in her; before me continually is grief and wounds. As 
they were increaſed, ſo they ſinned againſt me; they ſet their heart on their 
iniquity. Iſrael flideth back, as a backſliding heifer; Ephraim is joined to idolss ; 
and my people are bent to backſliding from me®, * good man is periſhed out 
of the earth, and there is none upright among men. Yet I had planted thee a 
noble vine, wholly a right ſeed; how then art thou turned unto the degenerate 
plant of a ſtrange vine unto me*? Wherefore, when I looked that it ſhould bring 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes f How ſhall I pardon thee for this? 
ſhall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, and ſhall not my ſoul be aven- 
ged on ſuch a nation as this“? O Jeruſalem, 8 thou that killeſt the 
prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behold your houſe is left unto you deſolate v. 


SEH T. 9. That obſtinate wickedneſs leadeth to judicial hardneſs of heart. 


Becavse ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedily; therefore 
the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evil *, Yea, when he hear- 
eth the words of the curſe he blefſeth himſelf in his heart, ſaying, I ſhall have 
peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenneſs to 
thirſt d. Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteouſ- 
neſs; in the land of uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the 
majeſty of the Lord, Lord, when thy hand is lifted up they will not ſee : But 
they ſhall fee and be aſhamed e. For thus ſaith the Lord, Behold I frame evil 
againſt you; return ye now every one from his evil way, and make your ways 
and your doings good. And they ſaid, There is no hope, but we will walk after our 
own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart 9, There- 
fore they ſay unto God, Depart from us ; for we deſire not the knowledge of 
thy ways. What is the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him ? and what profit 
ſhould we have if we pray unto him? This people's heart is waxed groſs, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have cloſed ; leſt at any time 
they ſhould ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and ſhould underſtand 
With their heart, and ſhould be converted, and I ſhould heal them f. In tranſ- 


P greſſing 
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greſſing and lying againſt the Lord, and departing away from our God, ſpeaking 
oppreſſion and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falthood ; 
judzment is turned away backward, and juſtice ſtandeth afar off; truth is fallen 
in the ſtreet, and equity cannot enter s. 


SECT. 10. The ſubjedt continued. 


HEAR, O my pcople, and I will teſtify to thee, O Iſrael, if thou wilt hearken 
unto me *; but my people would not hearken ro my voice; and Ifrae] would 
none of me. So I gave them up unto their own hearts Jufts ; and they walked 
in their own counſels d. To whom ſhall I ſpeak, and give warning that they 
may hear ? Bchold their ear is uncircumciſed, and they cannot hearken : Be- 
hold the word of the Lord is unto them a reproach ;' they have no delight in it. 
Hear, O carth, behold I will bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their 
thoughts; becauſe they have not hearkned .unto my words, nor to my law, 
but rejected it?. They refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the ſhoulder, and 
{topped their ears that they. ſhould not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as an 
:damant {tone, leſt they ſhould hear the law, and the words which the Lord of 
ſioſts hath ſent in his ſpirit by the prophets 4. Behold this was the iniquity of 
Sodom, pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs was in her; they were 
haughty and committed abomination before me; therefore I took them away as 
I {w good*. Yet haſt thou not walked after their ways, nor done after their 
abominations; but as if that were a little thing, thou waſt corrupted more than 
they, in all thy ways k. 


SEC r. II. The deſtruction of the tranſgreſſor is entirely owing to himſelf. 


I nave ſpread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walk- 
eth in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts; a people that provo- 
keth me to anger continually *. I hearkned and heard, but they ſpake not a- 
right; no man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I done? eve- 
ry one turned to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into the battle b, Were they 
:/hamed, when they had committed abomination ? Nay they were not at all 
aſhamed, neither could they bluſh*. I ſaid, It is a people that do err in their 
heart, and they have not known my ways 4%. Becauſe I have called and ye re- 


fuſed ; I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have ſet at 
nought 


8 Iſa. lix. 13, 14. 
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nought all my counſel, and would none of my reproof ; I alſo will laugh at your 
calamity 3 I will mock when your fear cometh*. Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but I wil! not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me; 
for that they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord: There- 
fore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own 
devices f: For my ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man s. Therefore, ſon of 
man, I ſend thee to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled againſt ine; they and 
their fathers have tranſgreſſed againſt me to this very day. For they are impu- 
dent children and ſtif-hearted*®. Now go, write before them in a table, and 
note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come, for ever and ever; that 
this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of 
the Lord; which ſay to the ſeers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophecy not 
nnto us right things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deccits i, 

O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto thee? O Judah what ſhall J do unto thee ? 
ſor your goodneſs is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew, it gocth away e. 
Your fathers have ſorſaken me, faith the Lo1d, and have not kept my law. 
And ye have done worſe than your fathers ; for behold, ye walk every one af- 
ter the imagination of his evil heart, that they may not hearken unto mel. I 
knew that thou art obſtinate, and thy neck is an iron ſincw, and thy brow braſs; 
yea thou heardſt not, yea thou knewelſt not, yea from that time that thine ear 
was not opened; for I knew that thou wouldſt deal very treacherouſty, and wall 
called a tranſgreſſor from the womb *. Thou hateſt inſtruction and caſteſt my 
words behind thee. When thou wel a thief then thou conſentedſt with him, 
and haſt been a partaker with adulterers. Thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, and 
thy tongue frameth deceit®, How canſt thou ſay I am not polluted? Sce thy 
way in the valley, know what.thou haſt done e. As I live, faith the Lord 
God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live: Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye 
die, O houſe of Iſrael?? O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroyed thyfelf, but in me is 
thine helps. 


* 


SECT, 12. Our Lord's complaint of the ohftinucy of the Fews. 


Taz world cannot hate you, but me it hateth ; becauſe I teſtify of it, that 
the works thereof are evil a. If J had not come * ſpoken unto them, they 
had not had fin; but now they have no cloke for their ſin. If I had not done 
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© Prov. i. 24, 25, 26. Prov. i. 28, 29, 31. 4 Gen. vi. 3. k Ezek. ii. 3. 4 
Iſa. xxx. 8, 9, 10. k Hof. vi. 4. 1 Jer. xvi. tr, 2. Ia. xiii. 4, 8. 
* Pſa]. I. 17, 18, 19. 0 Jer. 11. 23. 7 Ezek. xxxili. 11, 1 Ho. 135 9. 


$ 12. * John vii. 7. 


| thereth her chickens under her wings? and ye would not ©! Ye will not come 


116 Of Hu MAN NATURE. PART II. 


among them the works which none other man did, they had not had ſin; but 
now they have both ſeen and hated both me and my Father >. O Jerufalem, 
Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen ga- 


to me, that ye might have life! But I know you, that ye have not the love of 
Gin you“. Ye ſeek to kill me; becauſe my word hath no place in you. Ye 
are o your father the devil, and the luſts of your father ye will do; he was a mur- 
derer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth; becauſe there is no truth 
in him. When he ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his own; for he is liar and 
the father of it. And becauſe I tell you the truth, ye believe me not*®, And 
when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, ſaying, If thou 
hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong unto: 
thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes f. 


b 


SECT. 13. Nevertheleſs men every where called upon to repent.. 


O vk ſons of men, how long will ye love vanity, and ſeek after leaſing* ? 
Turn you at my reproof ; behold I will pour out my ſpirit upon you, I will make 
known my words unto you *. Let the wicked forſake his way, and the unrigh- 
teous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord: Mo cammandeth 
all men every where to repent 4. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your fins may be blotted out *. 


SECT. 14. The reflections of the ſervants of God on their ſtate before their 
converſion. 


Axp you hath he quickned who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins: wherein 
in time paſt ye walked, according to the courſe of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of 
diſobedience. Among whom alſo we all had our converſation in times paſt, in 
the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others ®. Wherefore remember 
that ye being in time paſſed Gentiles in the fleſh, were without Chriſt ; being a- 
liens from the common wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the covenants of pro- 

— | miſe, 
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miſe, having no hope and without God in the world». For we ourſelves alſo 
were ſometimes tooliſh, diſobedient, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living in 
malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another . And you being dead in 
your fins, and the uncircumciſion of your fleſh, hath he quickened together with 
him, having forgiven you all trefpaſſes s. You that were ſometime alienated, 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled e. 
This I fay therefore, and teſtify in the Lord, That ye henceforth walk not as 
other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind, having the underſtanding dark- 
ned, being alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in them, 
becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart . But that ye, put of concerning the 
former converſation the old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
juſts s, and have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs; for it is 
a ſhame even to ſpeak of thoſe things which are done of them in ſecret», Let 
not {in therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſts 
thereof; neither yield ye your members as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto 
ſin; but yield yourſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive from the dead ; and 
your members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God. As ye have yielded 
your members ſervants to uncleanneſs and to iniquiry, unto iniquity ; even ſo 
now, yield your members ſervants to righteouſneſs, unto holineſs“: For the time 
paſt of our life may ſuffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when 
we walked in laſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings, banquetings, and 
abominable idolatries; wherein they think it itrange that ye run not with them 
to the ſame excels of riot ſpeaking evil of you *. Save yourſelves from this un- 
toward generation 1. 


- 


SECT. 15. Their ſtruggles with the remains of depravity. 


Tae fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh ; and theſe 
are contrary the one to the other, ſo that ye cannot do the things that ye 
would . For we know that the law is ſpiritual ; but I am carnal, fold under 
fin: For that which I do, I allow not; for what I would, that I do not; but 
what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I would not, I conſent unto the 
law that it is good, but ſin dwelleth in me. For I know, that in me, that is in 
my fleſh, dwelleth no good thing; for to will is preſent with me; but how to 


perform that which is good I find not d. I find then a law, that when T would 


do good, evil is preſent with me. For I delight in the law of God, after 


* the 
b Eph. ii. rr, 12. c Tit. ii}. 3. a Col. ii. 13. e Col. i. 21. 
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the inward man; but I ſee another law in my members warring againſt the law 


of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin, which is in my 
members. O wretched man that I am! Who ſhall deliver me from the body of 


this death ©? I thank Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who enabled me, who was before a 


blaſphemer, and a perſecuter, and injurious ; but I obtained mercy, becauſe I did 
it ignorantly in unbelief 4, I therefore ſo run not as uncertainly : fo fight I, not 
as one that beateth the air. But I keep under my body and bring it into ſuh- 
jection . Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth t, ſtriving 
againſt ſin ; for if ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die: but if ye through the 


ſpirit do mortify tlie deeds of the body, ye ſhall live“. 


SECT 16. Their confeſſions and ſupplications on this ſubject. 


Wro hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord reve:! 


a 


ed *? O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou haſt ſtriken them, but 


they have not grieved; thou haſt conſumed them, but they have refuſed to re- 
ceive correction; they have made their faces harder than a rock; they have 
refuſed to return. Therefore I ſaid, ſurely theſe are poor, they are fooliſh ; 
for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their God. I wil! 
get me unto the great men, and will ſpeak unto them; for they have known 
the way of the Lord, But theſe have altogether broken the yoke, and burſt 
the bonds d. Deliver me O Lord, from the evil man; preſerve me from the vio- 
lent man: who imagine miſchicts in their heart. They have ſharpned thei: 
tongues like a ſerpent ; adders poiſon is under their lips ©. Send thine hand from 
above, rid me, and deliver me out of great waters; from the hands of ſtrange 
children; whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity ; and their right hand is a right hand of 
falſchoods. | 

O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them 
that love him, and to them that keep his commandments ; we have ſinned, and 
committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by de- 
parting from thy precepts, and from thy judgments; neither have we hearkned 
unto thy ſervants the prophets, who ſpake in thy name, to all the people of the 


land. O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee ; but unto us confuſion of fa- 


ces; to all that are near, and that are afar off, becauſe of their treſpaſſes*. To 
the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled a- 
gainſt him, neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in 


his 
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his laws which he ſet before us. Yea all have tranſgreſſed thy law, even by de- 
parting, that they might not obey thy voice, Yet made we not our prayer be- 
tore the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and underſtand 
thy truthf,, We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as 
filthy rags and we all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities like the wind have ta- 
ken us away . We have ſinned with our fathers; we have committed iniquity, 
we have done wickedly*, We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedneſs, and the 
miquity of our fathers; for we have ſinned againſt thee, Do not abhor us, 
fot thy name's ſake 1. Help us, O God of our ſalvation, for the glory of thy 
name; and deliver us, and purge away our fins for thy name's ſake*. O Lord, 
hear ; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own 
fake, O my God; for we do not preſent our ſupplications before thee for our righ- 
icouſneſſes, but for thy great mercies *.. 

I will declare mine iniquity; 1 will be ſorry for my fin ®, Bchold I was ſha- 
pen in iniquity 3 and in fin did my mother conceive me“. Behold I am vile; 
what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once have I 
ſpoken; but I will not anſwer; yea twice, but I will proceed no further . With- 
hold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord; for innumerable evils have 
compaſſed me about, mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, ſo that I am not 
able to look up ; they are more than the hairs of mine head, therefore my 
heart faileth me. Be pleaſed, O Lord to deliver me; O Lord make haſte to 
help me v. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right ſpirit with- 
in me. Caſt me not from thy preſence ; and take not thy holy ſpirit from me 2, 
Who can underſtand his errors? cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults; keep 
back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins, let them not have dominion 
over me: then ſhall I be upright ; and I ſhall be innocent from the great tranſ- 
grefſion *, If thou, Lord, ſhouldit mark iniquities, O Lord who ſhall ſtand *? 
Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant: for in thy fight ſhall no man 
living be juſtified *. And you hath he quickned, who were dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins ; wherein in time paſt ye walked according to the courſe of this world; 
for we ourſelves alſo were ſometime fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving di- 
verſe luſts and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one ano- 
ther. But after that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward man ap- 
peared ; not by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to 
his mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ; which he ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour*.. 
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a ere IV. 
Of man as guilty before God, and liable to puniſhment. 


SFE Cr. 1. General teſtimonies to this article. 2. That all mankind have ſin. 
ned either againſt the law of nature, or that of revelation. 3. That fin is the 
ſource of our ſorrows and various miſeries. 4. That it muſt ever ſtand in the 
way of our happineſs. 5. That it brings down the judgments of God. 6, 
—And expoſes to eternal miſery, 7. The Almighty is introduced charging 
men with guilt, and denouncing judgements and wrath. 8. Yet calling men 
to repentance. 9. The penitent confeſſions and ſupplications of his people. 


SECT. 1. General teſtimonies to this article. 


OST men will proclaim every one his own goodneſs ; but a faithful man 
M who can find *? There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and 
yet is not waſhed from their filthineſs d. For every way of a man is right in his 
own eyes; but the Lord pondereth the hearts. How ſhould man be juſt with 
God? if he will contend with him, he cannot anſwer him one of a thouſand 4. For 
who can ſay, I have made my heart clean? I am pure from my ſin ©? How can man 
be juſtified with God ? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman? Behold 
even to the moon, and it ſhineth not; yea the ſtars are not pure in his ſight; 
how much leſs man that is a worm; and the ſon of man who is a worm f ? 


SECT. 2. That all mankind have ſinned, either againſt the law of nature, 
or that of revelation, 


Ir we ſay, that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we ſay that we have not ſinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us. For all fleſh hath corrupted his way upon earth o. There is not a juſt 
man upon earth, who doeth good and ſinneth not*. For all have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God 4. For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all'. Aud in many things we offend 
all). By one man fin entered into the world, and death by fin ; and fo death 
paſſed upon all men, for that all have finned. For until the law, fin was in the 
world: 
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world : but ſin is not imputed where there is no law. Nevertheleſs death reign- 


ed from Adam to Moſes, even over them that had not ſinned after the ſimili— 
tude of Adam's tranſgreſſion s. For when the Gentiles who have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained in the law, theſe having not the law, arc a 
law unto themſelves ; which ſhew the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts the mean while accuſing 
or elſe excuſing one another db. Becauſe that which may be known of God, is 
manifeſt in them; for God hath ſhewed it unto them; ſo that they are without 
excuſe . For when we were in the fleſh, the motions of ſins which were by the 
law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. Was then that 
which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But ſin that it might appear 
ſin, working death in me by that which is good; that ſin by the commandment 
might become exceeding ſinful *, But the ſcripture hath concluded all under 
ſin i; that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God *. For as many as have ſinned without law, ſhall alſo periſh without 
law; and as many as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by the law. For 
not the hearers of the law are juſt before God, but the doers of the law ſhall 
be juſtified ®. For as many as are of the works of the law, are under the curſe ; 


for it is written, curſed is every one that continueth not in all things which are 


written in the book of the law, to do them ©. 


SECT. 3. That ſin is the ſource of our ſorrows, and various mijeries. 


KNoweEST thou not this of old, ſince man was placed upon earth, that the 
triumphing of the wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a mo- 


ment? though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto 


the clouds, yet he ſhall periſh for ever; they which have ſeen him ſhall ſay, 
Where is he? His bones are full of the ſin of his youth, which ſhall lie down 
with him in the duſt, Though wickedneſs be ſweet in his mouth, though he hide 
it under his tongue; yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of aſps 
within him d. His own iniquities ſhall take the wicked himſelf, and he ſhall 
be holden with the cords of his fins ©. The backſlider in heart ſhall he filled with 
his own ways4 : Trouble and anguiſh ſhall make him afraid; they ſhall prevail 
againſt him. For he ſtretcheth out his hand againſt God, and ſtrengtheneth 
himſelf againſt the Almighty. He runneth upon him, even on his neck, upon 
the thick boſſes of his bucklers ©, His roots ſhall be dried up beneath, and above 
mall his branch be cut off. His remembrance ſhall periſh from the earth, and he 


Q ſhall 


© Rom. v. 12, 13, 14. b Rom. ii. 14, 15. i Rom. 1. 19, 20. * Rom. vii. 5, 13. 
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ſhall have no name in the ſtreet f. This is the portion of a wicked man, and the 
heritage appointed unto him by Gods. They ſhall eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices", There is no peace faith my God, 
to the wicked. 


SECT, 4. That it muſt ever ſtand in the way of our happineſs. 


BEenoLD the Lord's hand is not ſhortned, that it cannot ſave ; neither his ear 
heavy that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have ſeparated between you and 
your God, and your fins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear +, 
This people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart ; they are revolted and gone, 
Neither fay they in their heart, Let us now fear the Lord our God that giveth 
rain, both the former and the latter rain in his ſeaſon : he reſerveth unto us the 
appointed weeks of the harveſt. Your iniquities have turned away theſe things; 
and your ſins have with-holden good things from you b. For the eyes of the 
wicked ſhall fail; and their hope ſhall be as the giving up of the ghoſt £, For 
when they ſhall ſay, peace, and ſafety; then ſudden deſtruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child ; and they ſhall, not eſcape 4, 


SECT. 5. That it brings down the judgments of God. 


Ix one man fin againſt another, the judge ſhall judge him; but if a man fin, 
againſt the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him * ? as for ſuch as turn aſide unto their 
crooked ways, the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity e. Is 
not deſtruction to the wicked, and a ſtrange puniſhment to the workers of ini. 
quity ©? The face of the Lord is againſt them that do evil, to cut off the remem- 
brance of them from the earth a. God ſhall wound the head of his enemies; 


and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch a one as goeth on {till in his treſpaſſes * The tranſ- 


greſſors ſhall be deſtroyed together, the end of the wicked ſhall be cut offf, 
The Lord tricth the rigliteous ; but the wicked and him that loveth violence, 
his ſoul hateth. Upon the wicked he ſhall rain, ſnares, fire, and brimſtone and 
an horrible tempeſt; this ſhall be the portion of their cup #, 


SECT. 
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SE C r. 6,—4nd expoſes to eternal miſery, 


Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God *, 
For without are dogs, and ſorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and i- 
dolaters, and whoſoever loveth and maketh a lie >, The'wicked ſhall be turn— 
ed into hell, and all the nations that forget God<, For the wrath of God is re- 
vealed from heaven, againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men ds; and we are ſure that 
the judgment of God is according to truth, againſt them who commit ſuch things. 
And thinkeſt thou this O man, that doeſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the 
judgment of God? or deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, 
and longſuſtering ? but after thy hardneſs, and impenitent heart, treaſureſt up un- 
to thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the rightcous judgment 
of God ; who will render to every man according to his deeds, Unto them 
that are contentious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufneſs in- 


dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of man that do 


eth cvil*. It is a righteous thing with God to recompenſe tribulation to them 
that trouble you, when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, with his 
mighty angels ; in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and the glory of his power*, 
His fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather 
the wheat into his garner ; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable s. 
The wickcd is reſerved to the day of deſtruction ; they ſhall be brought forth to 
the day of wrath *, For the time is come that judgment muſt begin at the houſe 
of God; and if it firſt begin at us, What ſhall be the end of them that obey 
not the goſpel of God * ? 

Go to now ye rich men, weep and howl for your miſeries that ſhall come up- 
on you, Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-caten ; your 
gold and ſilver iscankered ; and the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and 
ſhall eat your fleſh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treaſure together for the laſt 
days. Behold the hire of the labourers, which have reaped down your fields, 
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth; and the cries of them which have 
reaped, are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in 
pleature on the earth, and been wanton ; ye have nouriſhed your hearts, as in 
a day of ſlaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the juſt ; and he doth not 
reſiſt you*, Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep; let your laughter be turned 
to mourning, and your joy to heavineſs 1, Hear ye that are afar off, what I have 
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done; and ye that are ncar, acknowledge my might; the ſinners in Zion are 
afraid, fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the hypocrites; Who among us ſhall dwell 
with the devouring fire? Who amongſt us ſhall dwell with everlaſting burning =, 
Then ſhall he ſay to them on the left hand, depart from me, ye curſed, into 
evcrlaiting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. And theſe ſhall go away 
into cverlaſting puniſhment ; but the righteous into life eternal“. 


SECT. 7. The: Almighty is introduced, charging men with guilt, and de- 
nouncing judgments and wrath. 


Hear ye the word of the Lord, O houſe of Jacob, and all the families of the 
houſe of Iſracl. Thus faith the Lord *. The foul that ſinneth, it ſhall die >. Thy 
frlt father hath ſinned, and thy teachers have tranſgreſſed againit me © ; and be- 
hold ye are riſen up in your fathers ſtead, an increaſe of ſinful men, to augment 
vet the fierce anger of the Lord a. What iniquity have your fathers found in 
me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after vanity, and are be- 
come vain ©? The prieſts ſaid not, Where is the Lord? and they that handle the 
law; knew me not; the paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed againſt me, and the prophets 
walked aſter things that do not profit. Wherefore I will yet plead with you, 
ſaith the Lord, and with your children's children will I plead f. Thine own 
wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy backſlidings ſhall reprove thee ; know 
therefore and ſee, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt foriaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, faith the Lord God of holts. 
For though thou waſh thee with nitre, and take thee much ſoap, yet thine ini- 
quity is marked before me ſaith the Lord Gods, Yet thou ſayeſt, Becauſe I am 
innocent, ſurely his anger ſhall turn from me; behold I will plead with thee, be- 
cauſe thou ſayeſt, I have not ſinned *. For thus faith the. Lord of hoſts, the 
mighty One of Iſracl, Ah, I will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, and avenge me of 
mine enemies. And the deſtruction of the tranſgreſſors, and of the ſinners 
ſhall be together; and they that forſake the Lord ſhall be conſumed i. Their 
worm ſhall not die, neither ſhall their fire be quenched ; and they ſhall be an ab- 
horring to all fleſh . | 

Thoſe mine enemies, which would not. that I ſhould reign over them, bring 
hither and flay them before mei. For unto the wicked God faith, What haſt 
thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou ſhouldſt take my covenant in thy 
mouth? ſeeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my words behind thee. When 


thou 
m Iſa. xxxiii. 13, 14. » Matth. xxv. 41, 46. 
$ 7. Jer. ii. 4, 5 b Ezek. xvili. 4, e Tfa. xliii. 27, 4 Num. xxxil. 14. 
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thou ſaweſt a thief, then thou conſentedit with him; and haſt been a partaker 
with adulterers ; thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit u. 
Theſe things haſt thou done, and I kept ſilence; thou thoughteſt that ] was al- 
together ſuch a one as thyſelf ; but I will reprove thee, and ſet them in order 
before thine eyes. Now conſider this, ye that forget God; leſt 1 tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver®, Can thine heart endure, or thine band 
be ſtrong in the days that I ſhall deal with thee? ? For thou halt truſted in thy 
wickedneſs ; thou haſt ſaid, None ſceth me. Therefore ſhall evil come upon 
thee, and thou ſhalt not know from whence it riſeth; and miſchief ſhall fall up- 
on thee, thou ſhalt not be able to put it off; and deſolation ſhall come upon thee 
ſuddenly, which thou ſhalt not know. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, The 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves ſhall hear the voice of the 
Son of man, and ſhall come forth, they that have done good, unto the reſur— 
rection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the reſurrection of damna- 
tion. 


SECT. 8. Yet calling men to repentance. 


How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee Iſrael? How ſhall 
I make thee as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? mine heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kindled together *. Therefore will the Lord wait 
that he may be gracious unto you; and therefore will he be exalted, that he 
may have mercy upon youb. Seek ye the Lord, while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near. Let the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighte- 
ous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord and he will have mercy 


upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon ©. Caſt away from 


you all your tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and make you a new 
heart, and a new ſpirit, for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? For J have no 
pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, faith the Lord God; wherefore turn 


yourſelves, and live ye 4. Repent ye, and be converted, that your ſins may be 
blotted out e. 


SECT. 
= Pal. I. 16,19. „ Pſal. I. 21, 22. „ Ezek. XXil. 14. ? Iſa. xlvii. 10, 11, 
John v. 25, 28, 27, 29. | 
$8. Ho xi. 8, » Iſa, xxx. 18, * Ifa- Iv. 6, 7. 4 Ezek. xvili. 31, 32. 
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SECT. 9. The penitent confeſſions and ſupplications of his people, 


Give ear to my words, O Lord, conſider my meditation. Hearken unto 
the voice of my cry, my King and my God; for unto thee will I pray . For 
thou art not a God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with 
thee. The fooliſh {hall nor ſtand in thy fight ; thou hateſt all workers of iniqui- 
ty. Thou ſhalt dettroy them that ſpeak leaſing ; the Lord will abhor the bloody 
and deceitful mans. Thine hand ſhall find out all thine enemies ; thy right 
hand ſhall tind out thoſe that hate thee. Thou ſhalt make them as a fiery oven 
in the time of thine anger; the Lord ſhall ſwallow them up in his wrath, and 
the ire ſhall devour theme. | 

U Lord, our tranſgreſſions are multiplied before thee, and our ſins teſtify againſt 
us; 10r our tranſgreſlions are with us, and as for our iniquities, we know thema. The 
crown is fallen from our head, wo unto us, that we have ſinned. For this our heart 
is faint, tor theſe things our eyes are dim ©. We ly down in our ſhame, and our con- 
fuſion covereth us; for we have ſinned againſt the Lord our God, we and our 
fathers from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lord our God t. O remember not againſt us former iniquities; let thy tender mer- 
cies ſpeedily prevent us. Help us, O God of our ſalvation, for the glory of thy 
name, deliver us, and purge away our ſins for thy name's ſake. Let the ſighing of 
the priſoner come before thee, according to the greatneſs of thy power; preſerve 
thou thoſe that are appointed to dic s. 

Hear my prayer, O Lord, give car to my ſupplications ; and enter not into 
judgment with thy ſervant; for in thy ſight ſhall no man living be juſtified ö. If 
I juſtity myſelf, mine own mouth ſhall condemn me; if I fay I am perfect, it 
ſhall alſo prove me perverſel. Behold I am vile; what ſhall I anſwer * ? J have 
ſinned ; what ſhall I do unto thee, O thou preſerver of men? How many are 
mine iniquities and my fins? make me to know my tranſgreſſion and my fin *. 
Surely it is meet to be ſaid unto God, I have born chaſtiſement, I will not offend 
any more. That which I ſee not teach thou me; if I have done iniquity, I will 
do no moren. If thou Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities; O Lord, who ſhall 
{tand? but there is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayſt be feared. With the 


Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption s. Remember, 0 


Lord, thy tender mercics, and thy loving kindneſſes; for they have been ever 
of old. Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my tranſgreſſions; according 


to thy mercy remember thou me, for thy goodneſs fake, O Lord. For thy 
name's 


* Pſal. v. 1, 2. b Plal. v. 4 5, 6. « Pſal. xxi. 8, 9. d Iſa. lix. 12. 

e Lam. v. 16, 17. f Ter. iii. 25. z Pſal Ixxix. 8, 9, 11. b Pſa]. cxliii. 1, 2. 
Job ix. 20. k Job xl. 4. Job vii. 20. m Job xiii. 23. 
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name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for it is great“. Have mercy upon 
me, O God, according to thy loving kindneſs ; according unto the multitude of 
thy tender mercies blot out my tranſgreſſions. Waſh me throughly from mine 
iniquity, and cleanſe me from my ſin : For I acknowledge my tranſpreſlions ; 
and my fin is ever before me: (Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned and done 
this evil in thy fight ;) that thou mighteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, and be 
clear when thou judgeſt *. Purge me with hyſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh me 
and I will be whiter than the ſnow. Hide thy face from my fin ; and blot out 
all mine iniquities *, For thou deſireſt not ſacrifice, elſe would I give it; thou 
delighteſt not in burnt offering. The ſacrifices of God are a broken ſpirit ; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. 

Bleſſed is he whoſe tranſgreſſion is forgiven, whole ſin is covered. Bleſſed is 
the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is 
no guile*. I acknowledged my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid; 
1 {ajd I will confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord; and thou forgaveſt the ini- 
quity of my ſin *. As for me my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, in an acceptable 
time. O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy ſal- 
vation. Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving kindneſs is good ; turn unto me ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy tender mercies. Draw nigh unto my ſoul and 
redeem 1t*. | 


CA 5 Wo. 


All that can be poſſeſſed in this ſtate is both unſatiifying and uncertain. 


Sec T. 1. Even our honeſt labours, our cares and acquiſitions are precarious. 
and vain. 2. This illuſtrated by the experience of Solomon. 3. Still more 
fleeting and unſatisfying are enjoyments acquired by wickedneſs, —wealth and 
power filling the heart with pride and preſumption, and often abuſed to the 

- Purpoſes of fin, 4. This illuſtrated by the examples of the kings of Adyria, 
Babylon and Tyrus. 5. The final diſappointment that awaits the men of this 
world, 6. The acknowledgments and prayers of the ſaints on this ſubject. 


SECT. 1. Even our honeſt labours, our cares, and acquiſitions are precari- 
ous and vain. 


ANITY of vanities, faith the preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 
What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the ſun *, 
All things are full of labour, man cannot utter it; the eye is not ſatisfied with 


ſeeing, 
P Pſal. xxv. 6, 7, 11. 4 Pfal. li. 1,4... * Pſal. li. 7, 9. C Pſa). Ii. 16, 17. 
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ſecing, nor the car filled with hearing o. All the labour of man is for his mouth; 
and yet the appetite is not filled; for what hath the wiſe man more than the 
fool? this is alſo vanity and vexation of ſpirit . For what hath a man of all his 
labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the 
ſun? For all his days are ſorrows, and his travel grief; yea his heart taketh not 


reſt in the night 9. It is vain for you to riſe up early, to fit up late to eat the 


bread of ſorrows ©. Wherefore do you ſpend money for that which is not 
bread? and your labour for that which fatisfieth not ?? Seeing there be many 
things that increaſe vanity, what is man the better? for who knoweth what is 
good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life, which he ſpendeth as a 
ſhadow ? for who can tell a man what ſhall be after him under the ſun s? 

He that loveth ſilver, ſhall not be ſatisfied with filver ; nor he that loveth a- 
bundance, with increaſe; this is alſo vanity. When goods increaſe, they are in- 
creaſed that cat them; and what good is there to the owners thereof ſaving 
the beholding of them with their eyes ? If riches increaſe, {et not your heart 
upon them. Let not him that is deceived truſt in vanity; for vanity ſhall be 
his recompence x. Labour not to be rich. Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that 
which is not ? for riches certainly make themſelves wings ; they fly away as an 
cagle towards heaven 1. For we brought nothing into this world; and it is cer- 
tain that we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment, let us be 
therewith content. But they that will be rich, fall into temptation, «nd a ſnare, 
and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown men in deitruction and per- 
dition. For the love of money is the root of all evil; which while ſome coveted 
after, they have crred from the faith, and pierced themſelves through with ma- 
ny ſorrows w. 


' SE CT. 2. This illuſtrated by the experience of Solomon. 


I Tas the preacher was king over Iſrael in Jeruſalem. And I gave my heart 
to ſcek, and ſearch out by wiſdom, concerning all things that are done under 
heaven. I have ſeen all the works that are done under the ſun ; and behold all 
is vanity and vexation of ſpirit . And JI gave my heart to know wiſdom, and 
to know madneſs and folly ; I perceived that this alſo is vexation of ſpirit. For 
in much wiſdom, is much grief; and he that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth 
ſorrow d. I ſaid in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore 


enjoy 
b Eccleſ. i. 8. Eccleſ. vi. 7, 8, 9. 4 Eccleſ. ii. 22, 23. e Pſal. cxxvil. 2. 
f Ia. Iv. 2. s Eccleſ. vi. 11, 12. b Ecclef. v. 10, 11. Pſal Ixii. 10. 


* Job xv. 31. Prov. xxill. 4, 5. m 1 Tim. vi. 7,— 10. 
$ 2. Eccleſ. i 12, 13, 14. b Eccleſ. i. 17. 18. 


Many other texts to this purpoſe, will be found, Par. VII. ſect. 2. chap. 3. of ſpiritual affections, in 
oppoſition to covetouſneſs.“ 
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enjoy pleaſure; and behold this alſo is vanity. I ſaid of laughter, it, is mad; 
and of mirth, What doth it ? I ſought in mine heart, to give myſelf unto wine, 


yet acquainting mine heart with wiſdom. I made me great works ; I builded 


me houſes; I planted me vineyards; I made me gardens and orchards, and I 
planted trees in them of all Kind of fruits; I made me pools of water ; I got me 
ſervants and maidens, and had ſervants born in my houſe ; alſo I had great poſ- 
ſeſſions of great and ſmall cattle, above all that were in Jeruſalem before me. 
I gathered me alſo ſilver and gold, and the peculiar treaſure of kings, and of the 
provinces; I got me men-ſingers, and women-ſingers, and the delights of the 
ſons of men, as muſical inſtruments, and that of all ſortse. So I was great, and in- 
creaſed more than all that were before me in Jeruſalem; alſo my wiſdom re- 
mained with me. And whatſoever mine eyes deſired, I kept not from them. I 
with-held not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour, 
and this was my portion of all my labour. Then J looked on all the works that 
my hands had wrought, and on the labour that J had laboured to do, and bchold 
all was vanity and vexation of ſpirit, and there was no profit under the ſun!. 


SECT. 3. Still more fleeting and unſatisfying are enjoyments acquired by 
wickedneſs, —wealth and power filling the heart with pride and preſump: 
tion, and often abuſed to the purpoſes of ſin 


I nave ſeen the wicked in great power, and ſpreading himſelf like a green 
bay tree, Yet he paſſed away, and lo he was not; yea I ſought him but he 
could not be found *®. For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath 
gained, when God taketh away his foul? will God hear his cry when trouble 
cometh upon him o? He is green before the ſun, and his branch ſhooteth forth 
in his garden ©. But he ſhall not be rich, neither ſhall his ſubſtance continue, 
neither ſhall he prolong the perfection thereof upon the earth. He ſhall not de- 
part out of darkneſs, the flame ſhall dry up his branches, and by the breath of 
his mouth ſhall he go away 4. The hypocrite's hope ſhall periſh 3 whoſe hope 
hall be cut off, and whoſe truſt ſhall be a ſpider's web. He ſhall lean upon his 
houſe, but it ſhall not ſtand ; he ſhall hold ir faſt, but it ſhall not endure®. Lo 
this is the man that made not God his ſtrength, but truſted in the abundance of 
his riches, and ſtrengthened himſelf in his wickedneſs t. He bleſſed himſelf in 
his heart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine 
heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt. The Lord will not {pare him; the anger 
of the Lord ſhall ſmoak againſt that man ; and the Lord ſhall blot out his name 
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from under heaven ?. He faith to his ſoul, Thou haſt much goods laid up for 
many years ; take thine caſe, eat, drink, and be merry. But God ſaid unts 
him, Thou fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee : Then whoſe ſhal] 
theſe things be which thou haſt provided“? 

Ephraim feedeth on the wind, and followeth after the caſt wind; he daily in- 
creaſeth lies and deſolations'. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Conſider your 
ways. Ye have ſown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; 
ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none 
warm; and he that carneth wages, earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes. 
Ye looked for much, and lo it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I 
did blow upon it *, Wo unto them that join houſe to houſe, that lay field to 
keld, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in the midſt of the 
earth. In mine ears, ſaid the Lord of hoſts, of a truth many houſes ſhall be de- 
ſolate, even great and fair without inhabitant'. Thus faith the Lord God, An 
evil, an only evil, behold is come, The time is come the day draweth 
near, Let not the buyer rejoice nor the ſeller mourn; for wrath is upon all the 
multitude *. All hands ſhall be feeble, and all knees ſhall be weak as water. 
They ſhall alſo gird themſelves, and horror ſhall cover them, and ſhame ſhall be 
on all faces, and baldneſs upon all their heads, Their ſilver and their gold ſhall not 
be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lord; they ſhall not ſa- 
tisfy their ſouls, neither fill their bowels a. I will allo make the pomp of their 
ſtrong to ceaſe*: And I will cauſe the arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe, and will 
lay low the haughtineſs of the terrible v. 


SECT. 4. This illuſtrated by the examples of the kings of Aſſyria, Babylon, 
and Tyrus, 


O ASSYRIAN, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in their hand is mine in» 
dignation, I will ſend him againſt a hypocritial nation; and againſt the people of 
my wrath, will I give him a charge to take the ſpoil, and to take the prey, and 
to tread them down like the mire of the ſtreets . And it ſhall: come to pals, 
that when the Lord hath pertormed his whole work upon mount Zion, and on 
Jeruſalem, I will puniſh the ſtout heart of the king of Aſſyria, and the glory of 
his high looks. For he faith, By the ſtrength of my hand II have done it, and 
by my wiſdom ; for I am prudent. And I have removed the bounds of the 
people, and have robbed their treaſures, and have put down the inhabitants like 


4 
Deut. xxix. 19, 20. b Luke xii. 19, 20. 1 Hof. xii. 1. * Hag. i. 5, 6, 9- 
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2 valiant man. And my hand hath found as a neſt the riches of the people; and 


as one gathereth eggs that are left, have I gathercd all the earth, and there was 
none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth or peeped. Shall the ax boaſt 
itſelf againſt him that heweth therewith ? or ſhall the ſaw magnify itſelf againtt 
him that ſhaketh it ? as if the rod ſhould ſhake itſelf againſt them that lift it up; 
or as if the ſtaff ſhould lift up itſelf, as if it were no wood, Therefore ſhall the 
Lord, the Lord of hoſts, ſend among his fat ones leanneſs, and under his glory 
he ſhall kindle a burning, like the burning of a fire»; and ſhall conſume the glo- 
ry of his foreſt, and of his fruitful field. Behold the Lord, the Lord of hoſts, 
ſhall lop the bough with terror; and the high ones of ſtature ſhall be hewn down, 
and the haughty ſhall be humbled e. 

Thou ſhalt take up this proverb againſt the king of Babylon, and fay, low 
hath the oppreſſor ceaſed! the golden city ceaſed! the Lord hath broken the 
{af of the wicked, and the ſcepter of the rulers. He who ſmotc the people in 
wrath, with a continual ſtroke ; he that ruled the nations in anger is perſecuted, 
and none hindreth®., Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noiſe of 
thy viols; the worm is ſpread under thee, and the worms cover thee. How art 
thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning! how art thou cut down 
to the ground, which didſt weaken the nations! For thou haſt ſaid in thine 
heart, I will aſcend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the {ſtars of Gode; 
I will aſcend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the moſt High. Yer 
thou ſhalt be brought down to hell, to the ſides of the pit. They that ſee thee, 
ſhall narrowly look upon thee, and conſider thee, ſaying, Is this the man that 
made the earth to tremble, that did ſhake kingdoms? that made the world 
as a wilderneſs, and deſtroyed the cities thereof *? Sit thou ſilent, and get thee 
into darkneſs, O daughter of the Chaldeans; for thou ſhalt no more be called 
the lady of kingdoms. Thou ſaidſt I ſhall be a lady for ever; fo that thou didſt not 
lay theſe things to thy heart, neither didſt remember the latter endof it, There- 
fore hear now this thou that art given to pleaſures, that dwelleſt careleſly, that 
ſayeſt in thine heart, I ſhall not fit as a widow, neither ſhall I know the loſs of 
children. But theſe two things ſhall come upon thee in a moment, in one day. 
For thou haſt truſted in thy wickedneſs; therefore ſhall evil come upon thee, 
and miſchief ſhall fall upon thee, thou ſhalt not be able to put it off“. 

Son of man, ſay unto the Prince of Tyrus, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Becauſe 
thine heart is lifted up, and thou haſt ſaid, L am a God, I fit in the ſeat of God in 
the midſt of the ſeas; yet thou art a man, and not God, tho? thou ſet thine heart 
as the heart of God. Behold thou art wiſer than Daniel; there is no ſecret that 


they can hide from thee. With thy wiſdom and with thine underſtanding thou 
K 2 haſt 


b Iſa, x. 12,16, © Iſa. x. 18, 33. 4 Ila, xiv. 4, $5, 6. e Iſa, xiv, 11, 12, 13. 
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haſt gocten thee riches, and haſt gotten the gold and ſilver into thy treaſures, 
By thy great wiſdom, and by thy trathick haſt thou increaſed thy riches, and 
thine heart is lifted up becauſe of thy riches, Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord 
God, behold I will bring ſtrangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations; and 
they ſhall draw their ſwords againſt the beauty of thy wiſdom, and they ſhall 
defile thy brightneſs. They ſhall bring thee down to the pit, and thou ſhalt die 


the death of them that are ſlain in the midſt of the ſeas, Wilt thou yet ſay be- 
fore him that ſlayeth thee, I am a God b. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches. But 
let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that 


I am the Lord which exerciſe loving kindnels, judgment, and righteouſneſs in 
the earthi. 


SECT 5. The final diſappointment that awaits the men of this world, 


Or the times and ſcaſons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 
For yourſelves know perfectly, that the day of the Lord ſo cometh as a thief in 
the night. For when they ſhall ſay peace and ſafety ; then ſudden deſtruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they ſhall not 
eſcape *. And as it was in the days of Noe, ſo ſhall it alſo be in the days of the 
ſon of man. They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came and 
deſtroycd them all. Likewiſe alſo as it was in the days of Lot, they did eat, 
they drank, they bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded; but the ſame 
day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimſtone from heaven, and 


deſtroyed them all. Even thus ſhall it be in the day when the ſon of man is re- 
vcaled b. 


SECT. 6. The acknowledgments and prayers of the ſaints on this ſubjed. 


O Lob, my ſtrength, and my fortreſs, my refuge in the day of affliction, 
ſurely our fathers have inherited lies and vanity, and things wherein there is no 
protit a. Verily, every man at his beſt ſtate is altogether vanity. Surely every 
man walketh in a vain ſhew; ſurcly they are diſquieted in vain; he heapeth up 
riches and knoweth not who ſhall gather them. And now Lord, what wait 1 tor? 


my 
h Ezek. xxviil. 2,9, i Jer. ix. 23, 24. 
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my hope is in thee b. Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come down; ſend thine hand 
from above, rid me, and deliver me out of great waters, from the hands of ſtrange 
children whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and their right hand is a right hand of falſe- 
hood®. Deliver my ſoul from men which are thy hand, O Lord, from men of the 
world which have their portion in this life s. Remove far from me vanity and 
lies; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me; 
leit I be full, and deny thee, and ſay, Who is the Lord? or leſt I be poor and 
ſteal, and take the name of my God in vain -?. Lord, my heart is not haughty, 
nor mine eyes lofty z neither dol exerciſe myſelt in great matters, or in things 
too high for me. Surely I have behaved and quieted myſelf, as a child that is 
weaned of his mother; my ſoul is even as a weaned child f, Incline my heart 
unto thy teſtimonies, and not to covetouſneſs. Turn away mine eyes from be- 
holding vanity ; and quicken thou me in thy ways. There be many that ſay, 
who will ſhew us any good? Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon 


us. Thou haſt put gladneſs in my heart, more than in the time that their corn 
and their wine increated “. 


E 


Our preſent ſtate, a ſlate of mortality. 


SECT, 1. The original ſentence of death. 2. Death is an univerſal law which 
none can evade. 3. It will ſoon take place, though the time when, is uncer- 
tain. 4. The death of the wicked mult be attended with many aggravations 
of ſorrow. F. The righteous hath hope in his death. 6. Such a ſhort-lived 
creature as man, is neither a proper object of our hopes, nor of our tears. 
7. The reflections and ſupplications of the ſaints on this head. 


SECT. 1. The original ſentence of death, 


NTO Adam the Lord God ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt hearkned unto the voice 
of thy wife, and haſt eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, ſ.y- 


ing, Thou ſhalt not eat of it; curſed is the ground tor thy ſake ; in ſorrow ſhalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou cat 


bread, till thou return into the ground; for out of it waſt thou taken; for duſt 
thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return *. 


Sin 


» Pfal. xxxix. 5, 6, 7, e Pſal. cxliv. 5, 7, 8. 2 Pal. vil. 1 3, 14. e Prov. xxx. 8, 9. 
* Plal. cxxxl. 1, 2, s Pſal. cxix. 36, 37.  b Pſal. iv. 6, 7. 
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Sin entcred into the world, and death by ſin, and ſo death paſſed upon al} 
men b. 


SECT. 2. Death is an univerſal law which none can evade. 


Tux voice ſaid, Cry. And he ſaid, What ſhall I cry ? All fleſh is graſs, and 
all the goodlineſs thereof is as the flower of the field. The graſs withereth, the 


flower fadeth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. Surely the peo- 


ple is graſs a. Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted; but 


the rich in that he is made low; becauſe, as the flower of the graſs he ſhall paſs 


away, For the ſun is no ſooner riſen with a burning heat, but it withereth the 
grais, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the faſhion of it periſh- 
eth. So ſhall the rich man fade away in his ways d. They truſt in their wealth, 
and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their riches ; yet none of them can by 
any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ranſom for him ; that he ſhould 
{till live for ever, and not fee corruption ©, One generation paſſeth away, and 
another generation cometh a. But this I ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort ; it re- 
maineth, that they that weep, be as though they wept not; and they that 
rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they poſ- 
ſeſſed not; and they that ule this world, as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of 
this world paſſeth away e. It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 


the judgment. And what min is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death? Shall 


he deliver his ſou] trom rhe hand of the grave ®? If the Almighty ſet his heart 
upon man, if he gather unto himſelf his ſpirit, and his breath; all fleſh {hall 
periſh together; and wan ſhall turn again unto duſt ®, For there is no man that 
hath power over the ſpirit to retain the ſpirit; neither hath he power in the day 
of death; and there is no diſcharge in that war, neither ſhall wickedneſs deliver 
thoſe that are given to it“. Their love, and their hatred, and their envy is 
now periſhed ; neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing that 
is done under the ſun x. 

Bchold ke put no truſt in his ſervants ; and his angels he charged with folly. 
How much leſs in them that dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foundation is in the 
duſt, which are cruſhed before the moth? They are deſtroyed from morning to 
cvening; they periſh for ever without any regarding it. Doth not their exccl- 
lency which is in them go away? They die even without wiſdom !. All things 
come alike to all; there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; 
to the clean, and to the unclean ®, One dieth in his full ſtrengh, being who! 


b Rom. v. 12. 


$ 4% *® Ia. xl. 6,7. James i. 9, 10, 11. e Pſal. xlix. 6, 7, 9. 4 Eccleſ. i. 4. 
* 1 Cor. vil. 29, 30, 31. * Heb. ix. 27. s Pſal. Ixxxix. 48. 1 Job xxxiv. 147 13 
| Ecclef, viii. 8. k Eccleſ. ix. 6. 1 Jeb iv. 18, —21, = Eccleſ. ix. 2. 


- 
: 
* 
; 
7 


* 
* 
br 
« 
% 
* 


cnAP. VI. Our preſent ſtate, a ſtate of mortality. 135 


y at eaſe and quiet; and another dieth in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, and never 
exteth with pleaſure ; they ſhall lie down alike in the duſt, and the worm ſhall 
cover them. 

As the cloud is conſumed, and vaniſheth away; ſo he that gocth down to the 
grave, ſhall come up no more. He ſhall return no more to his houſe, neither 
ſhall his place know him any more e. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut 
down, that it will ſprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not ceaſe; 
though tlie root thereof was old in the earth, and the ſtock thereof die in the 
ground ; yet through the ſcent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like 
a plant. But man dieth and waſteth away; yea man giveth up the ghoſt ; and 
where is he? As the waters fail from the ſea, and the flood decayeth and dri- 
eth up; ſo man licth. down, and riſcth not till the heavens be no more: they 
{z}l| not awake, nor be raiſed out of their fleep “. O that they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this; that they would conſider their latter end“. 


Sr c T. 3. Death will ſoon take place, though the time when, is uncertain, 


Is there not an appointed time to man upon carth ? Are not his days alfo like 
the days of an hireling *? What is my ſtrength that I thould hope? and what is 
mine end, that I ſhould prolong my lite! Is my ſtrength the {trength of ſtones ? 
or is my fleſh braſs » my breath is corrupt, my days are cxtinct, the graves are 
ready for me, my days are paſt, my purpoles are broken off, even the thoughts 
of my heart ©. If I wait, the grave is mine houſe ; J have made my bed in 
the darkneſs. I have faid to corruption, Thou art my father; to the worm, 
Thou art my mother and my filter d. My days are ſwifter than a polt ; they flee 
away; they ſee no good. They are pailed away as the {wilt ſhips ; as the eagle 
that haſteth to the prey . My days are ſwifter than a weaver's ſhuttle, and are 
{ſpent without hope. Now ſhall I ſleep in the dult ?, with kings and counſellers 
of the earth; who built deſolate places for themſelves ; or with princes that 
had gold, who filled their houſes with ſilver *. There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling ; and there the weary be at reſt. There the priſoners reit together ; 
they hear not the voice of the opprefſor. The ſinall and great are there, and the 
ſervant is free. from his maſter *, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are 
an hundred and thirty years; few and evil have the days of my. life. been i. 
when a few years are come, then I ſhall go the way whence I ſhall nor return. 

Boaſt nor thyſelf of to-morrow ; for thou knowelt not what a day may 
bring forth!, For we are but of yeſterday, and know nothing ; becauſe our 


days 
» Job xxi. 23,—26. © Job vil. 9, 10. ? Job ziv. 7,.— 12. 1 Deut. xxxii. 29. 
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days upon carth arc a ſhadow "+ Man alſo knoweth not his time. As the fiſhes 
that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the ſnare; ſo 
are the ſons of men ſnared in an evil time when it falleth ſuddenly upon thema, 
Tue ground of a certain rich man, brought forth plentifully ; and he thought 
within himſelf, ſaying, What ſhall I do becauſe I have no room where to be. 
ſtow my fruits? and he ſaid, This will I do; I will pull down my barns, and 
build greater; and there will | beſtow all my fruits, and my goods. And I will 
fay to my ſoul, Soul, thou hait much goods laid up for many years ; take thine 
caſe, cat, drink, and be merry. But God ſaid unto him, Thou fool, this night 
thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee ; then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which thou 
haſt provided ®? Go to now, ye that ſay, To-day, or to-morrow, we-will go 
into fach a city, and continue there a year, and buy, and ſell, and get gain; 
whereas ye know not what ſhall be on the morrow ; for what is your life? It is 
even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vaniſheth away 'r. 
\Whatſocver thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, whether thou gocſt 5, 
Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day, nor the hour wherein the ſon of 
man cometh * : For when they ſhall ſay, peace and ſafety, then ſudden deſtruc- 
tion cometh upon them, and they ſhall not eſcape '. Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou {halt ſay, I have no pleaſure in them; while the ſun, or the light, or 
the moon, or the ſtars be not darkncd *; becauſe man goeth to his long home; 
or ever the filver cord be looſed, or the golden bow] be broken, or the pitcher 
be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the ciſtern. Then ſhall the 
duſt return to the earth as it was; and the ſpirit ſhall return unto God who gave 
it u. 


SE CT. 4. The death of the wicked muſt be attended with many aggravation: 
of ſorrow. 


Tat wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not ſeek after God; 
God is not in all his thoughts. He hath ſaid in his heart, I ſhall not be moved; 
for I ſhall never be in adverſity :. He ſeeth that wiſe men die, likewiſe the fool, 
and the brutiſh perſon periſheth, and leave their wealth to others. Their inward 
thought is, that their houſes ſhall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to 
all generations; they call their lands after their own names. Nevertheleſs, 


man 
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man being in honour abideth not; he is like the beaſts that periſh, This their 
way is their folly ; yet their poſterity approve their ſayings. Like ſheep they are 
laid in the gave, death ſhall feed on them; and the upright ſhall have dominion 
over them in the morning, and their beauty ſhall conſume in the grave from their 
dwelling *. When he dieth, he ſhall carry nothing away; his glory ſhall not 
deſcend after him. Though while he lived, he bleſſed his ſoul, he ſhall go to the 
generation of his fathers, they ſhall never ſee light ©. In all points as he came, 
ſo ſhall he go; and what profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind ©? Though 
his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, yet 
he ſhall periſh for ever; they which have ſeen him ſhall ſay, Where is he? he ſhall 
fly away as a dream, and ſhall not be found; yea he ſhall be chaſed away as a 
vition of the night ©. Though a ſinner do evil an hundred times, and his days 
be prolonged ; yet ſurely I know, that it ſhall not be well with the wicked, nei- 
ther ſhall he prolong his days which are as a ſhadowf., Yea the light of the 
wicked ſhall be put out, and the ſpark of his fire ſhall not ſhine 2. Terrors ſhall 
make him affraid on every fide; his ſtrength ſhall be hunger-bitten, and de- 
ſtruction ſhall be ready at his ſide ; it ſhall devour the ſtrength of his ſkin ; even 
the firſt-born of death ſhall devour his ſtrength. His confidence ſhall be rooted 
out of his tabernacle, and it ſhall bring him to the king of terrors . His roots 
ſhall be dried up beneath, and above ſhall his branch be cut off, His remem- 
brance ſhall periſh from the earth, and he ſhall have no name in the ſtreet. He 
ſhall be driven from light into darkneſs, and chaſed out of the world i. Drought 
and heat conſume the ſnow-waters; ſo doth the grave thoſe which have ſinned. 
The womb ſhall forget him, the worm ſhall feed ſwcetly on him, he ſhall be no 
more remembered, and wickedneſs ſhall be broken as a tree *. The wicked 
is driven away in his wickedneſs; but the righteous hath hope in his death 1. 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace: 
but the tranſgreſſors ſhall be deſtroyed together, the end of the wicked ſhall be 
cut off ®, He knoweth that the day of darkneſs is ready at his hand: Trouble 
and anguiſh ſhall make him afraid ®. But ye ſorrow not as others which have 
no hope e, upon whom ſudden deſtruction cometh”, and a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment, and fiery indignation which ſhall devour the adverſaries “. 


S EC r. 5. The righteous hath hope in his death. 


** On this head, See the following chapter”. 


8 SECT. 
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SECT, 6. Such a ſhort-lived creature as man, is neither a proper object of 
our hopes, nor of our fears. 


Tnus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, your fathers, where are they? and the pro- 
phets, do they live for ever “: Ceaſe ye from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils; 
for wherein is he to be accounted of? Put not your truſt in princes, nor in the 
ſon of man in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to 
his earth; in that very day his thoughts periſh ©. Curſed be the man that truſt- 
cth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from the Lord; 
for he ſhall be like the heath in the defart, and ſhall not ſce when good cometh«, 
When the Lord ſhall ſtretch out his hand, both he-that helpeth ſhall fall, and 
he that is holpen ſhall fall down, and they all ſhall fail rogether *. 

Who art thou, that thou ſhould{t be afraid of man that ſhall die, and of the 
jon of man who ſhall be made as graſs ? and forgetteſt rhe Lord thy maker? and 
haſt feared continually every day, becauſe of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he 
were ready to deſtroy ?? Hearken unto me, ye that know righteouſneſs, the peo. 
ple in whoſe heart is my law, Fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be a- 
fraid of their revilings ; for the moth ſhall cat them up like a garment, and the 
worm ſhall cat them like wool ; but my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever; and my 
{alvation from generation to generation 8, Be not affraid of them that kill the 


body, and after that have no more that they can do. But 1 will ftorewarn you 


whom ye ſhall fear; fear him who after he hath killed, hath power to caſt into 
hell; yea, I ſay unto you, Fear him b. 


SECT. 7. The reflections and ſupplications of the ſaints on this head. 


Lokp, what is man that thou takeſt knowledge of him? or the ſon of man, 
that thou makeſt account of him? Man is like to vanity ; his days are as a ſha- 
dow that paſſeth away *. Man that is born of a woman, is of few days, and full 
of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth alſo as 2 
ſadow, and continueth not >. If a man die, ſhall he live again? all the days of 
my appointed time will I wait, till my change come ©. Surely the mountain fal- 
ling cometh to nought ; and the rock is removed out of his place, The wa— 
ters wear the ſtones; thou waſheſt away the things which grow out of the duſt of 
the earth, and thou deſtroyeſt the hope of man. Thou prevaileſt for ever againſt, 
him, and he paſſeth ; thou changeſt his countenance, and ſendeſt him away“. 


What 
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What is man thou ſhouldſt magnify him? and that thou ſhouldit ſet thine 
hcart upon him? that thou ſhouldſt viſit him every morning, and try him eve— 
ry moment Wo are ſtrangers before thee, and ſojourners, as were all our fa- 
thers; our days on the earth are as a ſhadow, and there is none abidingf. Thou 
turneſt man to deſtruction ; and ſayeſt, Return ye children of men. For a 
thouſand years in thy ſight are but as yeſterday, when it is paſt, and as a watch 
in the night, Thou carrieſt them away as with a flood, they are as a ſleep ; 
in the morning they are like graſs which groweth up; in the morning it flou- 
riſheth and groweth up ; in the, evening it is cut down and withercths, We ſpend 
our years as a tale that is told. The days of our years, are threeſcore years and 
ten; and if by reaſon of ſtrength they be fourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength la- 
bour and ſorrow; for it is ſoon cut off, and we fly away. Who knoweth the 
power of thine anger! even according to thy fear, ſo is thy wrath. So teach 
us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom », 

For I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and ro the houſe appointed for 
all living i. Remember how ſhort my time is ©; for my days are conſumed like 
ſmoke; and my bones are burnt as an hearth ; my days are like a ſhadow that 
declineth ; and I am withered like graſs*, Lord make me to know mine end 
and the meaſure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am. Be- 
hold thou hatt made my days as an hand-breadth, and mine age is as nothing be- 
fore thee *. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give car unto my cry, for I am a 
ſtranger with thee, and a ſojourner as all my fathers were. O ſpare me, that J 
may recover ſtrength, before I go hence, and be no more a. Here have we no 
continuing city; but we ſeek one to come . Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon earth, that I deſire beſides thee. My fleſh and my heart 
*aileth : but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever“. 


82 CHAP. 
Job vii. 17, 18. f x Chron. xxix. 15. “ Pſal. xc. 3,—6. b Pſal. xc. 9,—12. 
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Of man as intended for immortality. 


i" SECT. 1. The doctrine of a future ſtate known in the moſt ancient ages, and 
itt under the diſpenſation of the law. 2. Life and immortality are fully brought 
| to light by the goſpel. 3. By this glorious proſpect the apoſtles and followers 
| | of our Lord were animated, and cheered in all their duties and ſufferings, 
N 4. The triumph of the ſaints in the view of immortality, 5. Their praiſes 
| to God for this bleſſed hope. 


4 SECT. 1. Zina doctrine of a future ſtate known in the moſt ancient ages, and 
f under the diſpenſation of the law 


| j | | NOCH walked with God; and he was not, for God took him *. By faith 
bk Enoch was tranilated, that he ſhould not ſee death; and was not found, be- 
U cauſe God had tranſlated him: For before his tranſlation, he had this teſtimony, 
15 that he pleaſed God d: And the Lord ſaid, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy 
„ | father, and the God of Iaac © : The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abr:- 
| ham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob a. As touching the reſurrection of WET 
1 the dead, have you not read that which was ſpoken to you by God, ſaying, I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob? God i 
| ö not the God of the dead, but of the living. I am thy ſhield, and thy excecd- 
[tt ing great reward f,— Jacob ſaid unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my 
1 pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: Few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been . —Theſe all died in faith, not having received the pro- 
miſes, and confeſſed that they were ſtrangers and pilgrims on the earth: For 
they that ſay ſuch things declare plainly that they ſeek a country, —a better 
country, that is an heavenly : Wherefore God is not aſhamed to be called their 
God; for he hath prepared for them a city“. I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my 
ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God. Therefore my 
heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth; my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in hope. For thou 
wilt not leave my ſoul in hell; neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy One to {ce 
corruption. Thou wilt ſhew me the path of life : In thy preſence is fulneſs of 


Joy; 
$ 1, Gen. v. 22, 24. b Heb. xi. 5. © Gen. xxviii. 13. 4 Exod, iii. 15. 
Matth. xxii. 31, 32, t Gen. xv. 1. s Gen. Xlvii. 9. d Heb, xi. 13,—-1% 
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joy; at thy right hand there are pleaſures for ever more x. Whom have Li n heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon earth that J deſire beſides t hee. My fleſh 
and my heart faileth: But God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for- 


A 
2 
* 

* 


: ever .I ſaid in my heart, God ſhall judge the righteous and the wicked v. 
& Then ſhall the duſt return to the earth as it was; and the ſpirit ſhall return 
unto God who gave it. —//ho ſhall bring every work into judgment, with 
; every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil®, The wicked is 
: driven away in his wickedneſs; but the righteous hath hope in his death 9. The 
: rightcous periſheth, and no man layeth it to heart; and mercitul men are taken 
* away; none confidering that the righteous is taken away from the e- 
! vil to come. He ſhall enter into peace, they ſhall reſt in their beds, 
oy 


cach one walking in his uprightneſs “. I will ranſom them from the power 
of the grave: I will redeem them from death, O death, I will be thy plague ; 
O grave, I will be thy deſtruction 23. Thy dead men ſhall live; together with 
my dead body ſhall they arife : awake and ſing, ye that dwell in duſt *, He will 
ſwallow up death in victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears trom off all 
faces . And many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall awake, ſome 
to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt *. I have hope 


towards God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a reſurrection 
of the dead, both of the jult and unjuſt *. 


„ - 
. . . 
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SECT. 2. Life and immortality are fully brought to light by the goſpel. 


Tux came to Feſus certain of the Saducees, which deny there is any reſur- 
rection, and they aſked him, ſaying, Malter, Moſes wrote unto us, if any man's 
brother die having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother ſhould 
take his wife, and raiſe up ſeed unto his brother. There were therefore ſeven bre- 
thren; and the firſt took a wife, and died without children. And the ſecond took 
her to wife, and he died childleſs. And the third took her; and in like manner the 
leven alſo; and they left no children, and died, Laſt of all the woman dicd al- 
o. Therefore in the reſurrection whoſe wife of them is ſhe? for ſeven had her 
to wife *, Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the ſcrip- 
tures nor the power of God d. The children of this world marry, and are given 
in marriage; but they which ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the reſurrefion from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage; 
neither can they die any more; for they are equal unto the angels, and are the 
children of God, being the children of the reſurrection. Now that the dead arc 
raiſed, even Moſes ſhewed at the buſh, when he calleth the Lord, the God of A- 


braham, 
K Pſal. XVi, 9,— 11. 1 Pfal. lzziii. 25, 26. mn Eccleſ. iii. 17. = Recleſ. xii. 7, 14. 
; Prov. xiv. 32. P Iſa. Ivii. 1, 2. . 3 Hof. xiii. 14. Ila. xxvi. 19. 
Ifa. xxv. 8. Dan. xii. 2. „Acts xxiv. 15. 
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braham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. For lic is not a God of 
the dead, but of the living; for all live unto him ©, 

came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that 
ſent me. And this is the will of him that ſent me, that every one which ſecth the 
ſon, and believeth on him, may have everlatting life; and I will raiſe him up at 
the laſt days, I am the reſurrection and the life; he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and wholvever liveth and believeth in 
me, ſhall never dic ©, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo f. Who hath faved us, ac- 
cordingito his own purpoſe and grace in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath aboliſhed death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light, through the goſpels. 


St CT. 3. By this glorious praſhect the apoſtles and followers of our Lord 
were aiimated and cheared in all their duties and ſufferings. 


Gon hath not appointed us to wrath ; but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord Je- 
ſas Chriſt, who died for us, that whether we wake or ſleep, we ſhould live toge- 
ther with him *, He alto himſelf likewiſe took part of fleſh and blood; that 
through death he might deſtroy him that had the power of death, that is the de- 
vil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime fſabject 
to bondage d Therefore we are always confident; knowing that whilſt we are 
at home in the body, we are abſent from the Lord; and willing rather to be ab- 
{ent from the body and to be preſent with the Lord, Wherefore we labour, 
that whether preſent or abſent, we may be accepted of him ©, For none of uz 
liveth to himſelf, and no man dieth to himſelf, For whether we live, we live 
unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord ; whether we live 
therefore, or dic, we are the Lord's. For to this end Chriſt both died, and roſe, 
and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living“. 

Here we have no continuing city; but we ſeek one to come; a city which 
hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God. For we know that if our 
carthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan earneſt- 
ly, deſiring to be clothed upon with our houſe which is from heaven; that mor- 
tality might be ſwallowed up of lifes. For which cauſe we faint not, but 
though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us an eternal 


weight 
© Luke xx. 34, —38. 4 John vi. 38, 40. e John xi, 25, 26. f John xiv. 19- 
s 2 Tim. i. 9, 10. 
$ 3. * 1 Theſl. v. 9, 10. d Heb. ii. 14, 15. © 2 Cor. v. 6, 8, 9. a Rom. xiv, 7, 87 ) 
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weight of glory ; while we look not at the things which are ſeen, but at the 
things which are not ſeen; for the things which are ſeen are temporal; but the 
things which are not ſeen are eternal *, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 


ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much 
a5 ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lordi. 


SECT. 4. The triumph of the ſaints in the view of immortality. 


| xnow that my Redeemer liveth; and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
upon the earth; and though after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, yet in my 
Heth ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, 
-nd not another, though my reins be conſumed within me *. For I know whom 
] have believed ; and I am perſwaded, that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him, againſt that day d. I have fought a good fight; I have 
finiſhed my courſe ; I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous judge ſhall give me at 
that day; and not to me only, but unto all them alſo that love his appearing *. 
For to me to live is Chriſt; and to die is gain. Yet what I ſhall chooſe, I wot not. 
For I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a deſire to depart, and to be with 
Chriſt ; which is far better; nevertheleſs, to abide in the flcſh is more ncedful for 


yous, O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be 


to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt e. 


SECT. 5. Their praiſes to God for this bleſſed hope. 


I wiLL praiſe thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart; and J will glorify 
thy name for ever more; for great is thy mercy towards me; and thou haſt de- 
tivered my ſoul from the loweſt hell*. Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, 
and afterwards receive me to glory d. Yea though I walk through the valley of 
the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy 
ſtaff they comfort mee. I will behold thy face in righteouſneſs ; I ſhall be ſatis- 
hed when I awake with thy likeneſs 9. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to an in- 


heritance 
b 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18, 11 Cor. xv. 58. 
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heritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in hea- 
ven for you, who are kept by the power of God, through faith unto ſalvation, 
ready to be revealed in the laſt time. 


GA © Va 


Man, in this ſtate of ignorance, guilt, vanity, and mortality, can neither 


extricate himſelf from his miſeries, nor entertain the hope of future hap- 
pineſs, without the divine interpoſition :—PFor, 


SECT. 1. He can have no merit on which he may plead with God. 2. He 
is unable to rectify his own nature, 3. He can make no atonement to God 
for paſt tranſgreſſions, 4. All this is acknowledged in the confeſſions and 
prayers of the moſt eminent ſaints of God. 5. But in God is our help found, 


* 


SECT. 1. Man can have no merit on which he may plead with God. 


OW ſhould man be juſt with God ? If he will contend with him, he can- 
| not anſwer him one of a thouſand * If thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou a- 
gainſt him? or if thy tranſgreſſions be multiplied, what doſt thou unto him? It 
thou be righteous, what giveſt thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand! 
Thy wickedneſs may hurt a man as thou art ; and thy righteouſneſs may profit 
the ſon of man v. Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wiſe may be 
profitable unto himſelf ? Is it any pleaſure to the Almighty, that thou art righte- 
ous ? or is it gain to him, that thou makeſt thy ways perfect? Will he reprove 
thee for fear of thee ? Will he enter with thee into judgment © ? 

Which of you having a ſervant plowing, or feeding cattle, will ſay unto him 
by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and fit down to meat? and will 
not rather ſay unto him, Make ready wherewith I may ſup, and gird thyſelf 
and ſerve me; and afterwards thou ſhalt eat and drink ? Doth he thank that ſer- 
vant, becauſe he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not.—So 


likeways 


© 3 Pet. i. 3, 4, 5+ 


* Any that would ſee more on this intereſting ſubjet, may turn to Part III. chap. iv. © Of the ſove- 


„ reign power of Chriſt,” Art. III. „ in conquering death, and giving eternal life to his followers," 
where they will find a great many texts relative to it, not quoted in this chapter, 


$ 1, Job ix, 2, 3. 


d Job xxxv. 6, 7, 8. © Job xxii. 2, 3, 4. 
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likeways ye, when ye ſhall have done all thoſe things which are commanded 
you, ſay, We are unprofitable ſervants ; we have done that which was our duty 
to do 4. | 

By grace are ye ſaved, through faith; and that not of yourſelves, it is the 
gift of God; not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt : For we are his work- 
manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we ſhould walk in them ©. Not by works of righteouſneſs which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt f. For, by the deeds of the law, there 
ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight ; for all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
glory of God 5. But now the rightcouſneſs of God without the law is manifeſt- 
ed, being witneſſed by the law and the prophets *. For we are the circumciſion, 
which worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rcjoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no con- 
fidence in the fleſh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 
truſt in the fleſh, I more. Bat what things were gain to me, thoſe I counted 
loſs for Chriſt. Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; for whom J have ſuffered the loſs of 
all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Chriſt, and be found in 
him; not having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law ; but that which 
is through the faith of Chriſt, the rightcouſneſs which is of God by faith *. 


SECT. 2. He is unable to rettify his own nature, 


A Man's heart deviſcth his way; but the Lord directeth his ſteps * Man's 
goings are of the Lord; How can a man then underſtand his own way es? A man 
can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven ©. Can the Ethiopian 


change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots ? then may ye alſo do good, that are 
accuſtomed to do evil 9, 


The fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh ; and theſe 
are contrary the one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do the things that ye would e. 
For I know that in me, that is, in my fleſh dwelleth no good thing ; for to will 
is preſent with me, but how to perform that which is good, I find not : For the 
good that I would, I do not; but the evil which I would not, that I dof. The 
ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh is weak e. But I can do all things through 
Chriſt which ſtrengthneth me*. Not that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think 
any thing as of ourſelves; but our ſufficiency is of God!: For it is God who 


T | worketh 
4 Luke xvii. 5,—t0. „ Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. f Tit. iii. 5. Rom. iii. 20, 23. 
> Rom, iii. 21. 1 Philip. iii. 3, 4. * Philip. iii. 7, 8, 9. 
$ 2, Prov. xvi. 9. b Prov. xx. 24. e John iii. 27. 4 Jer. xiii. 23. 
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worketh in you, both to will, and to do, of his good pleaſure *, Wherefore, 
liit up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make ſtraight 
paths for your feet; leſt that which is lame be turned out of the way, but let it 
rather be healed 1: And you hath he quickned who were dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins n. 

Abide in me, and J in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and J in him, the ſame bringeth 
forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing u. 

Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart 
Wait, I ſay, on the Lord e. 


SECT. 3. He can make no atonement to God for paſt tranſgreſſions. 


WHEREWITH ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the 
High God ? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year 
old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or with ten thouſands of 
rivers of oil? Shall I give my firſt-born for my tranſpreſſion, the fruit of my 
body for the {in of my foul ? He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God * : For it is not poſſible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
ſhould take away ſins. Wherefore, when he cometh into-the world, he faith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldſt not, but a body haſt thou prepared me: In 
burnt-offerings, and ſacrifices for ſin, thou haſt had no pleaſure D. While as 
the firſt tabernacle was yet ſtanding, in it were offered beth gifts and ſacrifices, 
that could not make him that did the ſervice perfect, as pertaining to the con- 
ſcience©: For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better 
hope 4. For if that firſt covenant had been faultleſs, then ſhould no place have 
been ſought for the ſecond ©. But what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the fleſh, God ſending his own ſon in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
and for ſin condemned fin in the fleſh ; that the righteouſneſs of the law might 
be fulfilled in us f : For when we were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt 
died for the ungodly s. | 


SECT. 


* Philip. ii. 13. | 1 Heb. xii. 12, 13 = Eph. il, 1. Jahn xv. 4, 5. 


o Pſal, xxvii. 14. 
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SECT. 4. Al this is acknowledged in the confeſſions and prayers of the 
moſt eminent Saints of God. 


O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himſelf : It is not in man 
that walketh to direct his ſteps *. We are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags ; and we all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, 
like the wind, have taken us away vd. O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto 
thee, but unto us confuſion of faces; becauſe wwe have treſpaſſed againſt thee . 
We do not preſent our ſupplications before thee for our righteouſneſſes, but for 
thy great mercies*, If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
ſhall ſtand ©? Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant ; for in thy ſight ſhall 
no man living be juſtifiedf. Turn us again, O God of hoſts, and cauſe thy 
face to ſhine, and we ſhall be ſaved e. Let thy hand be upon the man of thy 
right hand, upon the ſon of man whom thou madeſt ſtrong for thyſelf, So will 
not we go back from thee : Quicken us, and we will call upon thy name“. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lord': I am poor and needy, and my heart is 
wounded within me *. Help me, O Lord my God: O ſave me according to thy 
mercy !, With my whole heart have I ſought thee: O let me not wander from 
thy commandments. My ſoul melteth for heavineſs : Strengthen me according 
unto thy word *. For thou haſt delivered my ſoul from death: Wilt thou not 
deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk. before God in the light of the li- 
ving"? 1 am poor and needy ; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: Thou art my 
help, and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God '. 


SECT 5. In God our help is found. 


On this ſubject ſee the PaxT immediately following.“ 


T 2 | A N TE 
8 4+ Jer. x. 23. b Tſa, Ixiv. 6: e Dan. ix. 7: 4 Dan. ix. 18. 
* Pſal. cxxx. 3. t Pſal. cxliii. 2. s Pſal. Ixxx. 7. b Pſal. Ixxx. 17, 18. 
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Of the METHOD of MAN's RED EM YHTTON. 


"i A Fein *. 


| | { Of the redeeming love of God.. 
* 


18) 0 SECT, 1. This great purpoſe of redemption to all nations declared to the ſaints 

"BY from the earlieſt ages. 2. The character of the Divine Perſon by whom 
vo! this redemption ſhould be wrought. 3. This unſpeakable love of God to men, 
1 fulfilled by Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, who acted in the Father's name, and ap- 
| pcals to his works as a proof of his divine miſſion. 4. The praiſes and thankl- 
if | givings of the faints, on this great event. 
| 


| 
15 SECT. 1. Zis great purpoſe of redemption to all nations declared to the- 
ö ſaints from the earlieſt ages. 


HE glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together *. 
| Of which ſalvation the prophets have enquired, and ſearched diligently, 
0 who propheſied of the grace that ſhould come unto you b. The Lord ſaid 
| unto the ſerpent, I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
[18h | thy ſeed and her ſeed; and it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel“. 
9 4 The Lord ſaid unto Abraham, I will make of thee a great nation, and in thee 
ſhall all the families of the earth be bleſſed d. The ſceptre ſhall not depart from 
vl 1 Judah, nor a law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come, and unto him 
| | | ſhall the gathering of the people be ©. There ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, and 

a ſceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall have domi- 
nion f. I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter 
day upon the earth, and though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in 
my fleſh ſhall I ſee God . Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led captivity 
captive ; thou haſt received gifts for men, yea for the rebellious alſo, that the 


Lord God might dwell among them n. The ſtone which the builders refuſed. 
is. 


$1, * Ta. xl. 5. d pet. i. 10. © Gen. iii. 14, 15. a Gen. Xii. 1, 2, 3. 
* Gen, xlix. 10. Numb. xxiv, 17, 19. Job Alx. 25, 26. b Pſal. IXvili. 18. 
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is become the head of the corner?, His name {hall endure for ever, his name ſhall 
be continued as long as the ſun: and men ſhall be bleſſed in him, all nations 
all call him blefſed *, Behold my ſervunt whom I uphold, mine elect in whom 
my ſoul delighteth, I have put my ſpirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth 
judgment to che Gentiles, He ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged till he have tet 
judgment in the carth, and the iſles ſhall wait for his law 1, How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſſieth ſal- 
vation, that faith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth ®, I will ſhake all nations, and 
the detire of all nations ſhall come, and I will fill this houſe with glory, faith the 
Lord of Hoits ®, Behold the days come, faith the Lord, that I will make a new 
covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah. I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and 
they ſhall be my people. And they ſhall teach no- more every man his neigh- 
bour, ſaying, Know the Lord; for they ſhall all know me from the leaſt 
unto the greateſt of them, faith the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 


their fin will I remember no more e. I ſaw in the viſions of the night, and be- 


hold one like the Son of man-came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of days, and they brought him-near before him. And there was given 
him dominion and glory, and a kingdom that all people, nations, and languages 
ſhould ſerve him, his dominion is an everlaſting dominion which ſhall not paſs a- 
way, and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroycd?®., I the Lord have 
called thee in righteouſneſs, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and 


give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light to the Gentiles . Behold IL 


will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom ye ſeek, - ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, even the meſſenger of 


the covenant whom ye delight in. Then ſhall the offering of Judah and Jeru- 


falem be pleaſant unto the Lord. 


SEC r. a. The character of the Divine Perſon by whom this redemption ſhould 
be wrought, 


UNTo us a child is born, unto us a ſon is given, and the government ſhall be 
upon his ſhoulder, and his name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increaſe of 
his government and peace there ſhall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom to order it, and to eſtabliſh it with judgment, and with juſtice, 
from henceforth even for ever *. Behold the days come, faith the Lord, that I 
will 


Pſal. cxviii. 22; * Pal. Ixxii. 17. IIa. xlii. r, 4. = Ta. Iii. 7. 
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will raiſe unto David, a righteous Branch, and a King ſhall reign and proſper, and 
all execute judgment and juſtice in the earth. In his days Judak ſhall be ſaved, 
and Ifrael ſhall dwell ſafely. And this is his name, whereby he ſhall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS®*, He ſhall be great, and ſhall be 
called the Son of the Higheit, and the Lord God ſhall give unto him the throne 
of his father David, and he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of 
his Kingdom there ſhall be no ende. Behold the man whoſe nime is the 
BRANCH, and he ſhall grow up out of his place, and he ſhall build the temple of 
the Lord, and he ſhall bear the glory, and ſhall fit and rule upon his throng, nd 
he ſhall be a Prieſt upon his throne, and the council of peace ſhall be betw-n 
them both a. Rejoice greatly O daughter of Zion; ſhout O daughter of Jeru— 
ſalem, Behold thy King cometh unto thee ; he is juſt and having ſalvation, lowly, 
and riding upon an aſs, and upon a colt the fole of an aſs ©. He ſhall not cry, nor 
liſt up, nor cauſe his voice to be heard in the ſtreets, a bruiſed reed fliall he not 
break, a ſmoking flax ſhall he not quench ; he ſhall bring forth judgment unto 
truth f, To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed; for he thall grow up before 
him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground, and when we ſhall ſee 
hint, there is no beauty that we ſhould deſire him. He is brought as a lamb to 
the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep beforc her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
mouth. He ſhall ſee of the travail of his foul, and ſhall be fatisfied, by his know- 
ledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many, for he ſhall bear their iniquities; 
therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he ſhall divide the ſpoil 
with the ſtrong 2. He ſhall judge the poor of the people, and break in pieces 
the oppreſſor. The righteous ſhall louriſh in his days; he ſhall have dominion 
alſo from ſea to ſea. 'They that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before him, 
and his enemies ſhall lick the duit *> Hoſannah to the Son of David ; bleſſed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, Hoſannah in the higheſt !, 


SECT. 3. This unſpeakable love of God to men fulfilled by Chriſt Feſus our 
Sawour, who atied in the Father's name, and appeals to his works as a 
proof of his divine miſſion. 


Gop who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken to us by his ſon :. The 
Word was made fleſh and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory 


as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth. He came unto his 
| own 


b Jer xxiii. 5, 6. © Luke i. 32, 33- 4 Zech. vi. 12, 13. © Zech. ix. 9. 
f Iſa. xli i. 2, 3. s Iſa. Iii. 1, 2, 7, 11,12, * Pſal. IXxii. 4, 7, 8, 9. Matth. xxi. 9. 
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own, and his own received him not, but as many as received him to them gave 
he power to become the ſons of God, even to them that believe in his name b. 
Who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purity 
anto himſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works ©, Chriſt now once in the 
end of the world hath appeared to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. Unto 
them that look for him ſhall he appear the ſecond time without fin unto ſalvation, 
He humbled himſelf and became obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs, 
wherefore God hath allo highly exalted him and hath given him a name which is 
Above every name, That at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, and every 
congue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father ©. Jeſus 
{aid, my doctrine is not mine, but his that ſent me. I am not come of myſelf ; but 
he that ſent me is true t. J am one that bear witneſs of myſelf, and the Father 
that ſent me beareth witneſs of me. When ye have lift up the ſon of man, then 
Mall ye know that J am he, and that I do nothing of myſelf, but as my Father 
hath taught me, I ſpeak theſe things 2. It I do not the works of my Father, be- 
lieve me not: But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works, that ye 
moy know and believe that the Father is in me and I in him. John calling un— 
ro him two of his diſciples, ſent them unto Jeſus, ſ1ying, Art thou he that ſhould 
come, or look we for another? And in that fame hour he cured many of their in- 
firmitics and plagues, and of evil ſpirits, and unto many that were blind he 
gave fight, Then Jeſus anſwering, ſaid uuto them, Go your way and tell 
John what things you have ſeen and heard, how that the blind fee, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deat hear, the dead are raiſed, to che poor the 
goſpel is preached ; and bleſſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me i. 


SECT. 4. The praiſes and thankſgivings of the ſaints on this great event. 


BLESSED be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redeemed his peo- 
ple; and hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation tor us in the houſe of his ſervant 
David; as he ſpake by the mouth of his holy prophets ſince the world began, 
that we ſhould be ſaved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; 
to perform the mercy promiſed to our fathers, and to remember his holy cove- 
nant, the oath which he ſware to our father Abraham, that he would grant unto 
us, that we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve him 
without fear in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all the days of our life“. 


Blefled 


> John i. 14. 11, 12. e Tit. ii. 14. 4 Heb. ix. 26, 28. Phil. ii. 8, 9, 10, 1r. 
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Bleſſed be the God and Fat her of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, to an inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto ſalvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt time v. Blef. 
ſed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heayen- 
ly places in Chriſt ©, 4 12.8 


ARTICLE 


er Pets I, 3, 4, 5+ Erh. 1. 3, and a Cor. i. 3. 


Of the divinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


ARTICLE II. 


of our LORD JESUS CHRIS T. 


CC HE A Fs: 


Of the divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


4. Divine worſhip is appointed to be paid to him, 


John xx, 25, 27, 28. 


+ CT. t. That he is the eternal Son of God, and one with the Father. 2. Di- 
vine titles and attributes are given him. 3. Divine works are done by him. 


SECT. 1. That he is the eternal Son of God, and one with the Father. 


1 * the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The ſame was in the beginning with God *. Behold a virgin ſhall 
be with child, and ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they ſhall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted, is God with us b. The angel ſaid unto him, fear not 
Zacharias, thy wife Elizabeth ſhall bear a ſon, —and many of the children of Iſ- 
racl ſhall he turn to the Lord their God. And he ſhall go before him in the 
ſpirit and power of Elias, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord ©. Con- 
cerning the fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all God bleſſed for ever 4. Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his life for us ©.—Great is the 
myltery of godlineſs: God was manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 
into gloryf, And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
underſtanding that we may know him that is true. This is the true God and 
eternal life s. Who being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God", He ſaid, except I ſhall ſee in his hands the print of the nails, I will 
not believe. Then ſaid he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger; and Thomas 
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anſwered, My Lord and my God i. The Fews ſaid unto him, Where is thy Fa- 
ther? Jeſus anſwered, If ye had known me, ye ſhould have known my Father 
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alſo*, As the Father knoweth me, even ſo know II the Father. I and my Father 
are one. Ye may know and bclieve that the Father is in me and 1 in him'. F or 
in him dwelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily *. Unto which of the angels 
ſaid he at any time, thou art my Son. But unto the Son he ſaith, Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever, a ſcepter of righteouſneſs is the ſcepter of thy king. 
dom®. Take heed therefore to feed the church of God which he hath purcha- 
ſed with his own bloods. Looking tor the appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt v. 


SECT. 2. Divine titles and attributes are given him. 


Gop—hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath ap- 
pointed heir of all things, by whom alſo he made the worlds. Who being the 
brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, —when he had by 
himſelf purged our ſins, fat down on the right hand of the Majeſty on high, 
being made ſo much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they. For to which of the angels ſaid he at any 
time, Thou art my Son this day have I begotten thee, Again, I will be to him 
a Father and he ſhall be to me a Son. Sit on my right hand until I make thine 
enemies thy footitool a:. No man hath ſeen God at any time, the only begotten 
Son which is in the boſom of the Father he hath declared him. And no man 
hath aſcended up to heaven, but he that came down from heayen, even the Son 
of man which is in heaven, He that cometh from above is above all. —For 
God giveth not the Spirit by meaſure unto him. The Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into his hand e. As the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo 
hath he given to the Son to have life in himſelf u. Jeſus knew from the begin- 
ning who they were that believed not, and who ſhould betray him e. He knew 
all men, and needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man, for he knew what was in 
man f. Nathaniel ſaith unto him, Whence knoweſt thou me ? Jeſus anſwered 
and ſaid unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou waſt ander the fig- 
tree, I ſaw thee. Nathaniel ſaith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, 
thou art the King of Iſracl s. Philip faith unto him, Lord ſhow us the Father. ſe- 
ſus ſaith unto him, He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Father, Believe me, that 1 
am in the Father, and the Father in med. And whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my 
name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the fon '. And now, 


0 
* John viii. 19. John x. 15, 30, 38. = Col. ii. 9. a Heb. i. 5, 8. 
„ Acts xx. 28. * IN tho 13. 
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O Father, glorify thou me with thine own ſelf, with the glory which I had with 

thee before the world was. Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given 

me be with me, where I am, that they may behold my glory, which thou haſt 
iven me, for thou lovedſt me before the foundation of the world “. 

Chriſt both died, and roſe, and revived, that he might be the Lord both of 
the dead and living: For we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chritt : 
Every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall confeſs to God. So then every 
one of us ſhall give an account of himſelf to God ', We preach Chriſt crucified, 
— unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, the power of God, and the 
wiſdom of God *. Who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, 
and make manifeſt the counſels of the hearts a. Wherefore God alſo hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name, that at the name 
of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 


things under the earth; and that every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt 


is Lord, to the glory of God the Father *. He raiſed him from the dead, and ſet 
him at his own right hand in heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but alſo in that which is to come; and hath put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body, 
the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all v. Who is the image of the inviſible God, 
the firſt-born of every creature; and he is the head of the body the church, 
who is the beginning, the firſt-born from the dead ; that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence : For it pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſs 
dwell; and, having made peace through the blood of his croſs, by him to recon- 
cile all things unto himſelf ; by him, I fay, whether they be things on earth, or 
things in heaven 4. Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God, 
angels, and authorities, and powers, being made ſubje& unto him“. - Who is 
ſet down at the right hand of the Majeſty in the heavens . The ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever. Who is the faithful witneſs, and the firſt-begotten of 
the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the earth», I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which 


is to come, the Almighty. I am- the firſt and the laſt. T am he that liveth, and 


was dead ; and behold I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of hell, and 
of death*, And all the churches ſhall know, that IJ am he which ſearcheth the 
reins and the hearts; and I will give unto every one of you according to your 
works ). Theſe things faith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the 
key of David, he that openeth and no man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no man 


U 2 open- 
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openeth *, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty 
elders, which fat before God on their ſeats, fell upon their faces, and worſhip. 
ped God, ſaying, We give thee thanks, O Lord Almighty, which art, and watt, 
and irt to come; becauſe thou halt taken to thee thy great power, and haſt 
reigned *,—PFor he is Lord of lords, and King of kings v. 


SECT. 3. Divine works are done by him. 


ALL things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 
that was made*. To us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are al! 
things, and we in him; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, 
and we by him ».—For by him were all things created that are in heaven, and 
that are in carth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones or dominions, 
or principalities or powers; all things were created by him and for him. And 
he is before all things, and by him all things conſiit © ; upholding all things by 
the word of his power, —Unto the Son he ſaith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever, a ſcepter of rightcouſneſs is the ſcepter of thy. kingdom. And thou, 
Lord, in the beginning, haſt laid the ſoundation of the carth, and the heavens 
are the works of thine hands. They ſhall periſh, but thou remainelt ; and as a - 
veſture ſhalt thou fold them, and they ſhall be changed; but thou art the fame, 
and thy years ſhall not fail 4. My Father workcth hitherto, and I work ; what— 
ſocver things he doth, theſe alſo doth the Son likeways ©. That ye may know 
that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive ſins, he faith to the ſick of 
the pally, Atiſe, take up thy bed, and go to thine houſe f. Therefore doth 
my Father love me, becauſe I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myſelf. I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take it again.—And I give unto them cternal 
life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my hand!“. 
Behold 1 come quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man accord- 


ing as his work {hall. be *, 


SECT. 4 Divine worſhip is appointed to be paid to him. 


Tat Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son, 
that all men ſhould honour the Son even as they honour the Father. He that 
honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath ſent him *. The 


ſun 
* Rev iid. 76: Rev. xi. 15, 16, 17. b Rev. xvii. 14. 
$ 3. John i. 3. b 1 Cor. viii. 6. c Col. i. 16, 17. a Heb. i. 3, 8, 10, 11, 12. 
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ſan ſhall be turned into darkneſs, and the moon into blood, before that great and 
notable day of the Lord come. And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoe ver ſhall 


call on the name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved d. He being full of the Holy Ghoſt, 


looked up ſtedfaſtly unto heaven, and faw the glory of God, and Jeſus ſtanding 


on the right hand of God, and ſaid, P.chold I ſce the heavens opened, and the 


Son of man ſtanding on the right hand of God. 
ling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit. 


And they {toned Stephen cal- 
And he knecled down, 


an! cried with a loud voice, Lord lay not this fin to their charge ©, The {crip- 


ture faith, Whoſover believeth on him ſhall not be aſhamed ;—the ſame Lord 


over all is rich to all that call upon him: For whoſoever ſhall call upon the 
ſhall be ſaved *, And I thank Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who 
ach enabled me; for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the miniſtry *. b 
Now our Lord Jae Chriſt himſelf, and God, even our Father, which hath lo— 
ved us, and given us everlaſting Genditten and good hope, through grace, 
confort your hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every good word and work f: And the 
Lord direct your hearts unto the love of God, and unto the patient waiting for 
Chritt 8. And again, when he bringeth in the firſt-begotten into the world, he 


name of the Lord, 


{1ith, And let all the angels of God worſhip him“ 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the Holy Gholt *. 


Lamb, for ever and ever, 
kionad him that liveth for ever and ever!. 


Go ye therefore, and tcach 


Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and prieſts unto God and his Father; to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever *. And I beheld, and I heard the voice 
of many angels round about the throne, and the elders, and the number of them 
was ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands, ſaying with a 
loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb chat was flain to receive power, and riches, 
and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing; and every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as 
are in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard I ſaying, Bleſling, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 


upon the throne, and unto the Lamb u. 
from God the Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriit, the Son of the F ather, 


in truth and love *, 


> Ads ii. 20, 2t. 


f 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17, 


% Rev. i. 5, 6. 


Acts vii. 55, 56, 59, 60. 


2 Theſſ. iii. 5. 
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And the four Law twenty elders fell down, and wor- 


Salvation to our God that ſitteth 
Grace be with you, mercy and peace 


4 Rom. x. 11, 12, 13, 
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6 II. 


Of the peculiar circumſtances which preceded and attended his incarnation. 


SECT. I. The viſion of Zacharias in the temple. 2. The annunciation by 
the angel to Miry. 3. Mary's viſit to Elizabeth, and their hymns of praiſe, 
4. The birth of John the baptiſt, and the ſong of Zacharias on that occaſion, 
5. The birth of Jeſus Chriſt. 6. The reception given him by Simeon and 
Anna. 7. The wile men come to worſhip, and Herod ſecks to ſlay him. 
8. Some circumſtances of his yourh, 


SECT. 1. The viſion of Zacharias in the temple, 


HERE was in the days of Herod the king of Judea, a certain prieſt na- 

med Zacharias, of the courſe of Abia ; and his wife was of the daughters 
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth, And they were both righteous betore 
God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blamelck, 
And they had no child, becauſe that Elizabeth was barren ; and they both were 
now well ſtricken in years. And it came to paſs, that, while he executed the 
prieſt's office before God, in the order of his courſe, according to the cuſtom of 
the prieſt's office, his lot was to burn incenſe when he went into the temple of 
the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were praying without, at the 
time of incenſe. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord, ſtanding 
on the right ſide of the altar of incenſe. And when Zacharias ſaw him, he was 
troubled; and fear fell upon him. But the angel ſaid unto him, Fear not, Za- 
charias; for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elizabeth ſhall bear thee a ſon, 
and thou ſhalt call his name John. And thou jhalt have joy and gladnefs, and 
many ſhall rejoice at his birth: For he ſhall be great in the ſight of the Lord, 
and ſhall drink neither wine, nor ſtrong drink; and he ſhall be filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, even from his mother's womb. And many of the children of Iſracl 
ſh.ill he turn to the Lord their God. And he ſhall go before him in the ſpirit 
and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
diſobedient to the wifdom of the juſt, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. And Zacharias ſaid unto the angel, Whereby ſhall I know this ? For 
Jam an old man, and my wife well ſtricken in years *.—And the angel an{wer- 


ing, ſaid unto him, I am Gabriel, that ſtand in the preſence of God; and am 
ſent 


$ 1, Luke i, 5,——19. 
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ſent to ſpeak unto thee, and to ſhew thee theſe glad tidings. And behold, thou 
(halt be dumb, and not able to ſpeak, until the day that theſe things ſhall be 

formed; becauſe thou believeſt not my words, which ſhall be fulfilled in their 
ſenſon. And the people waited for Zacharias, and marvelled that he tarricd ſo 
long in the temple. And when he came out, he could not ſpeak unto them ; and 
they perceived that he had ſeen a viſion in the temple; for he beckned unto them 
and remained ſpeechleſs. And it came to paſs, that as ſoon as the days of his 
miniſtration were accompliſhed, he departed to his own houſe. And after thoſe 
days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and hid herſelf five months ſaying, Thus 
hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away 
my reproach among mend. 


SECT. 2. The annunciation by the angel to Mary. 


Axp in the ſixth month, the angel Gabriel was ſent from God, into a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin eſpouſed to a man whoſe name was Jo- 
ſeph, of the houſe of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the an- 
gel came in unto her, and ſaid, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is 
with thee * ; bleſſed art thou among women. And when ſhe ſaw him, the was 
troubled at his ſaying, and caſt in her mind, what manner of ſalutation this thould 
be. And the angel ſaid unto her, Fear not, Mary; for thou haſt found favour 
with God. And behold, thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a ſon, 
and ſhall call his name Jeſus. He ſhall be great, and be called the Son of the Hiph- 
eſt; and the Lord God ſhall give unto him the throne of his father David, and 


he ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall be 


no end. Then ſaid Mary unto the angel, How ſhall this be, ſeeing I know not 
a man ? And the angel anſwered, and faid.unto her, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee; therefore alſo 
thut Holy Thing which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of Gad. 
And behold thy couſin Elizabeth, ſhe hath alſo conceived a fon in her old age; 
and this is the ſixth month with her who was called barren, For with God no— 
thing ſhall be impoſſible. And Mary ſaid, Behold the hand-maid of the Lord, be 
it unto me according to thy word: And the Angel departed from her». 


SECT. 3. Mary's viſit to Elizabeth, and their hymns of praiſe. 


Aud Mary aroſe in thoſe days, and went into the hill-country with haſte, 
into a city of Jud h, and entered into the houſe of Zacharias, and ſaluted Eliza- 
beth. Andit came to paſs, that when Elizabeth heard the ſalutation of Mary, 


tlie 


* Luke L- 19. 25. 
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the babe leaped in her womb; and ſhe was filled with the Holy Ghoſt. And 
ſhc ſpake out with a loud voice, and ſaid, Bleſſed art thou among women, and 
bicfted is the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that the mother of 
my Lord ſhould come to me? For lo, aſſoon as the voice of thy ſalutation ſounded 
in mine cars, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. And bleſſed is ſhe that be. 
lic ved; for there ſhall be a performance of thole things which were told her from 
the Lord. And Mary ſaid, My ſoul doth magnity the Lord, and my ſpirit hath 
rcjoiced in God my Saviour *. For he hath regarded the low citate of his hand- 
maiden ; for bchold from henceiorth, all generations ſhall call me bleſſed. For 
he that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is his name. And his 
mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath ſheweg 
{lrcngth with his arm; he hath ſcattered the proud in the imagination of their 
lI.carts 3 he hath put down the mighty from their ſeats, and exalted them of low 
degree; he hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath ſent 
einpty away. He hath holpen his ſervant Ifracl in remembrance of his mcrey, 
as he ſpake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his ſeed for ever. And Mary 
abode with her about three months, and returned to her own houſe », 


* 


occaſion. 


Now Elizabetl!'s full time came that ſhe ſhould be delivered; and ſhe brought 
forth a fon. And her ncighbours and her couſins heard how the Lord had ſhew- 
cd great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. And it came to paſs, that 
on the cighth day they came to circumciſe the child; and they called him Zacha- 
rias alter the name of his father. And his mother anſwered, and ſaid, Not ſo; 
but he ſhall be called John. And they ſaid unto her, There is none of thy kin- 
dred that is called by this name. And they made ſigns to his father, how lic 
would have him called. And he aſked for a writing table, and wrote, ſaying, 
His name is John, and they marvelled all. And his mouth was opened immedi— 
ately, and his tongue looſed, and he ſpake and praiſed God. And fear came on 
all that dwelt round about them ; and all thoſe ſayings were noiſed abroad 
throughout all the hill-country of Judea. And all they that heard them, laid them 
up in their hearts, ſaying, What manner of child ſhall this be ? And the hand of 
the Lord was with him, And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy 
Glio!l, and propheſied, ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael ; for he hath 
viſited and redeemed his people, and hath raiſed up an horn of falyation 
for us in the houſe of his ſervant David * as he ſpake by the mouth of his 
holy prophets, which have been ſince the world began; that we ſhould be ſaved 

| from 
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from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us. To perform the mer- 
cy promiſed unto our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant ; the oath 
which he ſware to our father Abraham, that he would grant unto us, that we 
being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve him without fear, 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all the days of our life. And thou child 
{it be called the Prophet of the Higheſt ; for thou ſhalt go before the face of 
the Lord to prepare his ways; to give knowledge of ſalvation unto his people, by 
the remiſſion of their ſins through the tender mercy of our God ; whereby the 
day ſpring from on high hath viſited us, to give light to them that fit in dark- 
neſs, and in the ſhadow of death; to guide our feet into the way of peace, 
And the child grew, and waxed ſtrong in ſpirit ; and was in the deſerts till the 
day of his ſhewing unto Iſrael ?, 


SECT. 5. The birth of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


Now the birth of Jeſns Chriſt was on this wiſe ; when as his mother Ma— 
ry was eſpouſed to Joſeph, before they came together, ſhe was found with 
child of the Holy Ghoſt- Then Joſeph her huſband being a juſt man, and not 
willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. But 
while he thought on theſe things, Behold the angel of the Lord appeared unto 
him in a dream, ſaying, Joſeph thou ſon of David, Fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived in her is, of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
ſic ſhall bring forth a ſon, and thou ſhalt call his name JESUS ; for he ſhall fave 
his people from their ſins. Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was ſpoken of the Lord by the prophet, ſaying, Behold a virgin ſhall be with child, 
and ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they ſhall call his name EMMANUEL ; whichbe- 
ing interpreted, is, GOD WITH US. Then Joſeph being raiſed from ſleep, did as 
the angel of the Lord had bidden him; and took unto him his wife; and knew 
her not, till ſhe had brought forth her firſt born ſon ; and he called his name JE- 
SUS *, 

AND it came to paſs in thoſe days, that there went out a decree from Cæſar 
Auguſtus, that all the world ſhould be taxed. And all went to be taxed ; eve- 
ry one into his own city And Joſeph alſo went up from Galilee, out of the city 
ot Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David which is called Beth— 
lehem; becauſe he was of the houſe and lineage of David; to be taxed with Ma- 
ry lu eſpouſed wife, being great with child; and fo it was that while they were 
there, the days were accompliſhed that ſhe ſhould be delivered. And the 
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brought forth her firſt born ſon, and wrapped him in ſwaddling cloaths, and laid 
him in a manger ; becauſe there was no room for them in the inn. And there 
were in the ſame country, ſhepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord ſhone round about them; and they were fore 4. 
fraid. And the angel ſaid unto them, Fear not; for behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which thall be to all people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord. And this ſhall be a ſign 
unto you, ye ſhall find the babe, wrapt in ſwaddling cloaths, lying in a manger, 
And ſuddenly there was with the angel a maltirude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing 
God, and ſiying, Glory to God in the highelt, and on earth peace, good-will to. 
wards men. And it came to paſs as the angels were gone away from them into 
heaven, the ſhepherds ſaid one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem. 
and fee this thing which is come to paſs, which the Lord hath made known un- 
to us. And they came with haſte, and found Mary and Joſeph, and the babe ly. 
ing in a manger. And when they had ſeen it, they made known abroad the 
laying which was told them concerning this child, And all they that heard it, 
wondered at thoſe things which were told them by the ſhepherds : But Mary 
kept all theſe things, and pondered them in her heart. And the ſhepherds re- 
turned, glorifying and praiſing God for all the things that they had heard and 
ſeen, as it was told unto them. 


SrcT.6. The reception given to him by Simeon and Auna. 


AND when eight days were accompliſhed for the circumciſing of the child, his 
name was called JESUS, which was ſo named of the angel, before he was con- 
ceived in the womb. And when the days of her purification according to the 
law of Moſes were accompliſhed, they brought him to Jeruſalem to preſent him 
to the Lord“; and to offer a facrifice according to that which is ſaid in the 
law of the Lord, a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons. And be— 
hold there was a man in Jeruſalem, whoſe name was Simeon; and the ſame 
man was juſt and devout, waiting for the conſolation of Iſrael ; and the 
Holy Ghott was upon him; and it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that he ſhould not ſce death before he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt. 
And he came by the Spirit into the temple ; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jeſus to do for him after the cuſtom of the law, then took he 
him up in his arms, and bleſſed God, and ſaid, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſer- 
vant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have ſeen thy fal- 


vation ; which thou haſt prepared before the face of all people; a light to light- 


en 
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en the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Iſrael. And Joſeph, and his mo- 
ther marvelled at thoſe things which were ſpoken of him. And Simcon bleſſed 
them, and faid unto Mary his mother, Behold this child is ſet for the fall and 
riſing again of many in Iſrael ; and for a ſign which ſhall be ſpoken againſt; 
(yea a ſword ſhall pierce through thy own ſoul alſo) that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed. 

And there was one Anna a propheteſs, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Aſer; ſhe was of a great age, and had lived with a huſband ſeven years from 
her virginity; and ſhe was a widow of about fourſcore and four years ; which de- 
- parted not from the temple, but ſerved God with faſtings and prayers night and 

day. And ſhe coming in that inſtant, gave thanks likewiſe unto the Lord; and 
ſpake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jeruſalem. And when 
they had pertormed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned 
into Galilee to their own city Nazareth, And the child grew, and waxcd 
ſtrong in ſpirit, filled with wiſdom ; and the grace of God was upon him e. 


SECT. 7. The wiſe men come to worſhip, and Herod ſeeks to ſlay him. 


Now when Jeſus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the 
king, behold there came wiſe men from the eaſt to Jeruſalem, ſaying, Where is 
he that is born King of the Jews? For we have ſeen his ſtar in the eaſt, and are 
come to worſhip him. When Herod the King had heard theſe things, he was 
troubled, and all Jeruſalem with him. And when he had gathercd all the chicf 
prieſts, and ſcribes of the people together, he demanded of them where Chriſt 
mould be born. And they faid unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea : For thus it 
is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the 
leaſt of the princes of Juda; for out of thee ſhall come a governor that ſhall rule 
my people Iſrael, Then Herod, when he had privily called the wiſe men, en— 
quired of them diligently, what time the ſtar appeared. And he ſent them to 
Bethlehem, and ſaid, Go, and ſearch diligently for the young child ; and when 
ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worſhip him alſo. 
When they had heard the king, they departed ; and lo, the ſtar which they 
ſaw in the eaſt, went before them, till it came and ſtood over where the child 
was. When they ſaw the ſtar, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And, 
when they were come into the houſe, they ſaw the young child, with Mary his 
mother ; and fell down, and worſhipped him : And, when they had opened their 
treaſures, they preſented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincenſe, and myrrh, 
And being warned of God in a dream, that they ſhould not return to Herod, 
they departed into their own country another way . And when they were de- 


X arted 
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parted, behold the angel of the Lord appeared to Joſeph in a dream, ſaying, 
Ariſe, and take the young child and his mother, and fly into Egypt; and be 
thou there until I bring thee word: For Herod will ſeek the young child to de. 
{troy him, When ke arole, he took the young child and his mother by night, 
and departed into Egypt ; and was there until the death of Herod, that it might 
be tultilled which was ſpoken of the Lord by the prophet, ſaying, Out of Egypt 
have I called my Son. Then Herod, when he ſaw that he was mocked of the 
wilc men, was exceeding wroth; and ſent forth and flew all the children that 
were in Bethlehem, and in all the coaſts thereof, from two years old and under, 
according, to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wiſe men. Then 
was fulfilled that which was ſpoken by Jeremy the prophet, ſaying, In Rama 
was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel 
weeping for her children, and would not be comforted ; becauſe they are not. 
But when Herod was dead, behold an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to 
Joſeph in Egypt, ſaying, Ariſe, and take the young child and his mother, and 
go into the land of Iſrael ; for they are dead which ſought the young child's life, 
And he arofe, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land 
of Iſrael. Put when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea in the room of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go chither. Notwithitanding, being warned 
of God in a dream, he turned aſide into the parts of Galilee ; and he came and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 


SECT. 8. Some particulars of his youth. 


Now his parents went to Jeruſalem every year, at the feaſt of the paſſover. 
And when he was twelve ycars old, they went up to Jeruſalem, after the cuſtom 
of the feaſt. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child 
Jeſus tarried behind in Jeruſalem ; and Joſeph and his mother knew not ot it. 
Bur they ſuppoſing him to have been in the company, went a days journey ; and 
they ſought him among their kinsfoſks and acquaintance, And when they found 
him not, they turned back again to Jeruſalem, ſeeking him. And it came to 
paſs, that, after three days, they found him in the temple, fitting in the midſt 
of the doctors, both hearing them, and aſking them queſtions. And all that 
heard him were aſtoniſhed, at his underſtanding and anſwers. And when they 
ſaw him, they were amazed; and his mother ſaid unto him, Son, why haſt thou 


thus dealt with us? Bchold thy father and I have ſought thee ſorrowing *. And 
he 


b Matth. ii. 13,23: 


$8, =» Luke il. 41,—49. 
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he ſaid unto them, How is it that ye ſought me ? Wilt ye not that I muſt be a- 
bout wy Father's buſineſs? And they underſtood not the ſaying which he ſpake 
unto them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazarcth, and was 
ſubject unto them; but his mother kept all theſe ſayings in her heart. And 
Jeſus increaſed in wiſdom and ſtature, and in favour with God and man ». 


RRR. 


Of the deſigns and purpoſes for which Chriſt was manifeſted to the world, 


I. To inſtruct his people in things belonging to ſalvation.” 


SECT. 1. Promiſes, which God was graciouſly pleaſed to make to men, of 
peculiar degrees of light in'the latter days. 2. That theſe promiſes ſhould be 


accompliſhed in virtue of a new covenant. 3. That the accompliſhment ot. 


theſe promiſes was expected from the Great Meſſiah, 4. That in the Lord 
Jeſus they are actually fulfilled. 5. Jeſus chears his diſciples with the aſſurance 
of this divine light. 6. The wiſdom of Jeſus acknowledged by ſtrangers, and 
even by enemies. 7. The teſtimony of the apoſtles on this ſubject. 8. The 
miſſion of the apoſtle Paul. 9. That this light maketh wiſe unto ſalvation. 
10. The importance of making a right uſe of this light. 11. The prayers of 
the apoſtles for the increaſe of this knowledge. 


SECT. 1. Promiſes, which God was" graciouſly pleaſed to make to men, 
of peculiar degrees of light in the latter days. 


EARKEN unto me, my people, and give ear unto me, O my nation: 

For a law ſhall proceed from me; and I will make my judgment to reſt for 
a light of the people *. Behold my Servant whom I uphold, mine Elect in whom 
my ſoul delighteth : I have put my ſpirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth judg- 
ment to the Gentiles.—He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his voice to be 
heard in the ſtreet, A bruiſed reed ſhall he not break, and the ſmoking flax 
thall he not quench ; he ſhall bring forth judgment unto truth. He ſhall not fail, 


nor be diſcouraged, till he have ſet judgment in the earth ; and the ifles ſhall 
| wait 


b Luke ii. 8 
$ I, a Ifa. li, 4. 
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wait for his law. Thus ſaith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and 
ſtretched them out; he that ſpread forth the earth, and that which cometh out 
of it ; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and ſpirit to them that walk 
therein; T the Lord have called thee in righteouſneſs, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of 
the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the priſoners from the priſon, 
and them that fit in darkneſs out of the priſon-houſe d: That thou mayelſt lay to 
the priſoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkneſs, ſhew yourſelves e. In 
that day ſhall the deaf hear the words of the book; and the eyes of the blind 
ſhall ſee out of obſcurity, and out of darkneſs 4. They allo that erred in ſpirit, 
ſhall come to underſtanding ; and they that murmured, ſhall learn doctrine e. 
And the eyes of them that ſee ſhall not be dim; and the ears of them that hear 
ſhall hearken. The heart alſo of the raſh ſhall] underſtand knowledge; and the 
tongue of the ſtammerers ſhall be ready to {peak plainly f. So ſhall he ſprinkle 
many nations, the kings ſhall ſhut their mouths at him: For that which had not 
been told them, ſhall they ſee; and that which they had not heard, ſhall they 
coulider ®. Then the eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
hall be unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb ſing *®. And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not, I 
will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkneſs light 
before them, and crooked things ſtraight. Theſe things will I do unto them, 
and not forſake them i, Moreover, the lipht of the moon ſhall be as the light 
of the ſun, and the light of the ſun ſhall be ſeven-fold, as the light of ſeven 
days. And the Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and Kings to the brightne{: 


of thy riſing *. 


SECT. 2. That theſe promiſes ſhould be accompliſhed in virtue of a new 
covenant, | 


BenoLD the days come, faith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant 
with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah; not according to the co- 
venant that I made with their fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand, 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt; but this ſhall be the covenant that! 
will make with the houſe of Iſrael, After thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, J will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my people ; and they ſhall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord: For they {hall 


all 
b Tſa xlii. 1,7. c Iſa. xlix. 9. 4 Ia. xxix. 18. e Iſa. xxix. 24. 
f Ila, «ii. 3, 4. s Iſa. lii. 15. d Iſa. xxxv. 5, 6, 1 Ila, xlii. 16. 
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all know me from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt of them, faith the Lord e. 
And though the Lord give you the bread of adverſity, and the water of affliction, 
yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more ; but thine eyes 
(hall ſee thy teachers. And thine ears ſhall hear a word behind thee, ſaying, 
This is the way, walk ye in it; when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye 
turn to the lett b. LI will inſtruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou 
halt go: I will guide thee with mine eye ©. And all thy children ſhall be taught 
of the Lord; and great ſhall be the peace of thy children 4. Come, and let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the houſe of the God of Jacob; and 
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths : For the law ſhall go 
forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jcruſalem © ; and the carth ſhall 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
ſea f. 


SECT. 3. That the accompliſhment of theſe promiſes was expected from 
the Great Meſjiah, 


BLESSED be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redeemed his peo- 
ple; and hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us in the houſe of his ſervant 
David; as he ſpake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been ſince 
the world began“; to give knowledge of ſalvation unto his people by the remif- 
ſion of their ſins, through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the diy fpring 
from on high hath viſited us; to give light to them that fit in darkneſs, and in 
the ſhadow of death; to guide our feet into the way of peace d. That it might 
be fulfilled which was ſpoken by Eſaias the prophet, ſaying, The land of Zabulon, 
and the land of Nephtalim, by the way of the ſea beyond Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles ; the people which ſat in darkneſs ſaw great light ; and to them which 
ſat in the region and ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up?. For fo hath the 


Lord commanded us, ſaying, I have ſet thee to be a light of the Gentiles ; that 


thou ſhouldit be for ſalvation to the ends of the earth 4; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Iſrael -, Now I fay, that Jeſus Chriſt was 
a minitter of the circumciſion for the truth of God, to confirm the promiſes 
made unto the fathers; and that the Gentiles might glority God for his mercy, 
As it is written, For this cauſe I will confeſs to thee among the Gentiles, and 
ling unto thy name. And again he ſaith, Rejoice ye Gemiles with his people. 
And again, praiſe the Lord, all ye Gentiles, and laud him all ye people. And 

again 


52. Jer. xxxi. 31,34. » IIa. xxx. 20. 21. Pſal. xxxii. 8. « Ia. liv. 13. 
e Micah iv. 2. Hab. ii. 14. 


$3. »Luke i. 68, 69, 70. » Luke i. 77, 78, 79. Match. iv. 14, 15, 16, * See Matth. iii. 14, 15. 16. 
0 Acts XIII. 47. 6 Luke Ii. 33. a 
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again Eſaias ſaith f, There ſhall come forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a 
branch ſhall grow out of his roots; and the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him; 
the ſpirit of wiſdom, and underſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel and might, the ſpi- 
rit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. He ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the 
people: To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glorious “. 


SEC r. 4. That in the Lord Feſus they are adtually fulfilled. 


Ap J-fas returned in the power of the ſpirit into Galilee 3 and there went 
out a fame of him through all the region round about. And he taught in their 
ſynagognes, being glorified of all. And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up; and as his cuſtom was, he went into the ſynagogue on the ſab— 
bath day, and ſtood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book 
of the prophet Eſaias*; and when he had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written, the ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anoint- 
ed me to preach the goſpel to the poor, he hath ſent me to heal the broken-heart- 
cd, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of ſight to the blind, 
to ſet at liberty them thar are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, 
And he cloſed the book, and gave it again to the miniſter and ſat down; and the 
cyes of all them that were in the ſynagogue were faſtned on him ; and he began 
to ſay unto them, This day is this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears d. I am the 
light of the world; he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall 
have the light of life 2. To this end was I born, and for this cauſe came I into 
the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the truth. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voice d. Are there not twelve hours in the day? if any man 
walk, in the day he ſtumbleth not; becauſe he ſeeth the light of this world. 
But if a man walk in the night he {tumbleth, becauſe there is no light in him'. 
Yer a little while is the light with you ; walk while ye have the light, leſt dark- 
neſs come upon you ; ſor he that walketh in darkneſs, knoweth not whither he 
gocth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children 
of light. 1am come a light into the world, that whoſoever believeth on me, 
- ſhould not abide in darkneſs f. And this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
were evil; for every one that doth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved &. 


SECT: 


1 Rom. XV. 8, —12. [4 Iſa. xi. I, 2, 10. 


$4 »Luke iv. 1.—17. b Luke iv. 18,—21, © John viii. 12. 4 John zvill. 37. 
© John xi. 9, 10 1 John xii. 355 36, 46. 8 John ill. 19, 20. 
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Src T..5. Jaſus chears his diſciples with the aſſurance of tis divine light. 


It is given unto you to know the myſteries of the kingdom of Heaven ©, Blef. 
ſed are your eyes, for they ſee 3 and your cars for they hear. For verily I fay 
unto you, that many prophets and righteous men, have deſircd to {ce thoſe 
things which ye ſee, and have not ſeen them; and to hear thole things which ye 
hear, and have not heard them», In that hour Jeſus rejoiced in ſpirit, and ſaid, 
| thank thee O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes; even ſo Father, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight ©. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
diſciples indeed; and ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth thall make you free 9, 
Henceforth I call you not ſervants ; for the ſervant knoweth not what his Lord 
doth : But I have called you friends ; for all things that I have heard of my 
Father, T have made known unto you“. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, 
being yet preſent with you. But the Comforter, which 1s the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom the Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. When he, 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he ſhall not 
ſpeak of himſelf ; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak; and he will 
ew you things to come. He ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall receive of mine, 
and ſhall ſhew it unto yous, And now I have told you before it come to paſs, 
that when it is come to paſs, ye might believe b. 


SECT. 6. The wiſdom of Feſus acknowledged by ſtrangers, and even by 


enemies. 


Tnosx men, who were miraculouſly fed, when they had ſeen the miracle that 
Jeſus did, faid, This is of a truth that prophet that ſhould come into the world *, 
Now we believe, and know, That this is indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
wortd b, Never man ſpake like this man e. For he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the ſcribes, Rabbi, We know that thou art a teacher 
come from God ; for no man can do theſe miracles that thou doſt, except God 
be with him e. We know that thou art true; and tcacheſt the way of God in 


truth; neither careſt thou for any man; for thou regardeſt not the perſon of 
ment. * 


SECT, 
$7. Matth. viii. cr, d Matth. xiii. 16, 17. © Luke x. 21. à John viii. 3r, 32. 
John xv. 15. f John xiv. 25, 26. John xvi. 13, 14. * John xiv. 29. 
L a , 2 
+ 6. John vi. 14. b John iv. 42. John vii. 46. Matth. vii, 29. 
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again Eſaias ſaith f, There ſhall come forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a 
branch ſhall grow out of his roots; and the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him; 
the ſpirit of wiſdom, and underſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel and might, the ſpi- 
rit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. He ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the 
people : To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his reſt ſhall be glorious s. 


SE c r. 4. That inthe Lord Feſus they are adtually fulfilled. 


AN p J-fas returned in the power of the ſpirit into Galilee 3 and there went 
out 4 fame of him through all the region round about. And he taught in their 
ſynagognes, being glorified of all. And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up; and as his cuſtom was, he went into the ſynagogue on the ſab- 
bath day, and ſtood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book 
of the prophet Efajas*; and when he had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written, the ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anoint- 
ed me to preach the goſpel to the poor, he hath ſent me to heal the broken-heart- 
cd, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of ſight to the blind, 
to-ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 


And he cloſed the book, and gave it again to the miniſter and fat down; and the 


cyes of all them that were in the ſynagogue were faſtned on him ; and he began 
to ſay unto them, This day is this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears d. I am the 
light of the world; he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall 


Have the light of life . To this end was I born, and for this cauſe came I into 


the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the trath. Every one that is of the 
truth heareth my voiced, Are there not twelve hours in the day? if any man 
walk, in the day he ſtumbleth not; becauſe he ſeeth the light of this world. 
But if a man walk in the night he ſtumbleth, becauſe there is no light in him“. 
Yer a little while is the light with you ; walk while ye have the light, leſt dark- 
neſs come upon you; ſor he that walketh in darkneſs, knoweth not whither he 
goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children 
of light. I am come a light into the world, that whoſoever believeth on me, 


- ſhould not abide in darkneſs f. And this is the condemnation, that light is come 


into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds 
were evil; for every one that doth evil, hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved “. 


SECT: 


— 


1 Rom. XV. 8, 12. * Iſa. xi. I, 25 10. 


S4. »Luke iv. 14,—19, b Luke iv. 18,—2t, John viii. 12. a John xvili. 37. 
* Johnxi. 9, 10 f John xii, 35, 36, 46. „ John iii, 19, 20. 
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SFr. 5. Feſus chears his diſciples with the aſſurance of Illis divine light. 


It is given unto you to know the myſteries of the kingdom of Heaven «. Blef. 
ſed are your eyes, for they ſee 3 and your cars for they hear. For verily I fay 
unto you, that many prophets and righteous men, have defired to {ce thoſe 
things which ye ſee, and have not ſeen them; and to hear thole things which ye 
hear, and have not heard them. In that hour Jeſus rcjoiced in ſpirit, and ſaid, 
| thank thee O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and halt revealed them unto babes; even ſo Father, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight ©. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
diſciples indeed ; and ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth jhall make you free 9, 
Henceforth I call you not ſervants ; for the ſervant xnoweth not what his Lord 
doth : But I have called you friends ; for all things that I have heard of my 
Father, I have made known unto you*®. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, 
being yet preſent with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom the Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatſoever | have ſaid unto you *, When he, 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth ; for he ſhall not 
ſpeak of himſelf; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak ; and he will 
ſhew you things to come. He ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall receive of mine, 
and ſhall ſhew it unto yous, And now I have told you before it come to paſs, 
that when it is come to paſs, ye might believe b. 


SECT, 6. The wiſdom of Feſus acknowledged by ſtrangers, and even by 


enemies. 


* 


Tnosk men, who were miraculouſly fed, when they had ſeen the miracle that 
Jelus did, ſaid, This is of a truth that prophet that ſhould come into the world *, 
Now we believe, and know, That this is indeed the Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
world o. Never man ſpake like this man ©. For he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the ſcribes, Rabbi, We know that thou art a teacher 
come from God; for no man can do theſe miracles that thou doſt, except God 
be with him*. We know that thou art true, and tcacheſt the way of God in 


truth; neither careſt thou for any man; for thou regardeſt not the perſon of 
ment. * 


SB CT. 
$7. Matth. iii. xx, » Matth. xiii. 16, 17. Luke . 21, 4 John vii. 37, 32. 
John xv. 15, f John xiv. 25, 26. s John xvi. 13, 14. * John xiv. 29. 
$6. = John vi. 14. b John iv. 42. * John vii. 46. Matth. vii. 29, 
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S Er. 7. The teſtimonies of the apoſtles on this ſubjed. 


Ix the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God, and the Word 
was God *. In him was life, and the life was the light of mend. That was the 
true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world ©, A prophet 
mighty in deed and word before God, and all the people“; who hath aboliſhed 
death, and hath brought life and immortality to light, through the goſpel e. For 
the law was given by Moſes, but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. No 
man hath ſeen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the boſom of 
the Father, he hath declared him. The Jews require a ſign, and the Grecks 
eck after wiſdom ; but we preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a ſtumbling. 
Mock, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs ; but unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Grecks, Chriit the power of God and the wiſdom of Gods. For Mo. 
ſes truly ſaid unto the Fathers, a prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto 
you, of your brethren, like unto me; him ſhall ye hear in all things whatſce. 
ver he ſhall ſay unto you. And it ſhall come to pals, that every ſoul which will 
not hear that prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among the people. Yea, and all 


the prophets from Samucl, and thoſe that follow after, as many as have ſpoken, 


have likewiſe foretold of theſe days. Ye are the children of the prophets, and 
of the covenant which God made with our fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, And 
in thy ſeed ſhall all the kindreds of the earth be blefled. Unto you firſt, God 
having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you in turning away every one 
of you from his iniquities ®, See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; for if 
they eſcaped not who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we 
eſcape if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven i. For if the 
word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedience 
received a juſt recompence of reward; how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect fo 
great ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was con- 
tirmed unto us by them that heard him; God alſo bearing them witneſs, both 
with ſigns and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
according to his own will!“? 


SET. 8. The miſſion of the Apaſtle Puul. 


As I Paul went to Damaſcus with authority and commiſſion from the chief 
prieſts; at mid-day, I ſaw in the way a light from heaven; above the brightnels 
of the ſun, ſhining round about me, and them which journeyed with me. And 
when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice ſpeaking unto me, and ay- 

. ing 
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ing in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? It is herd for 
thce to Kick againſt the pricks. And I ſaid, who art thou, Lord? And he faid, 
I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt. But riſe and ſtand upon thy feet ; for I have 
appeared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make thce a miniſter and a witneſs, both 
of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which I will ap- 
pear unto thee ; delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I ſend thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveneſs 
of lins, and inheritance - among them which are ſanctified by faith that is in me, 
\Whereupon I was not diſobedient unto the heavenly viſion ; but ſhewed firſt un- 
to them of Damaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and throughout all the coaſts of ' Judea, 
and then to the Gentiles, that they ſhould repent and turn to God, and do works 
meet for repentance . Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue un- 
to this day, witneſſing both to ſinall and great, ſaying none other things than 
thoſe which the prophets, and Moſes did ſay ſhould come; that Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould riſe from the dead, and ſhould 
ſhew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles ». | | 
Ye have heard of the diſpenſation of the grace of God which is given me ; 
how that by revelation he made known unto me the myſtery, which in other 
ages was not made known unto the ſons of men, as it is now revealed unto his 
holy apoſtles and prophets by the ſpirit - Unto me who am leſs than the leaſt 
of all ſaints is this grace given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt; and to make all men ſee what is the fellowſhip of the 


myſtery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who cre- 


ated all things by Jeſus Chritt 4 : To the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wiſ- 
dom of God ©. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, who 
hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt f ; having 
made known unto us the myſtery of his will, according to his good pleaſure, 
which he hath purpoſed in himſelf ; that in the diſpenſation of the fulncls of times, 
he might gather together in one all things in Chriſt, both which are in heaven, 
and which are in earth, even in him 8, : | 


Morcover, brethren, I declare unto you the goſpel which I preached unto.you, 


which alſo you have received, and wherein ye ſtand ; by which alſo ye arc ſaved, 
if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you“; and if ye continue in the 
faith grounded and ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope of the goſpel, 
which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is un* 
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der heaven; whereof I Paul am made a miniſter *, according to the diſpenſation 
of God, which is given to me for you, to tulfil the word of God; even the my. 
ſtery which hath been hid from ages, and from generations, but now is made ma- 
nitcit to his ſaints ; to whom God would make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this myſtery among the Gentiles; which is Chriſt in you the hope of 
glory; whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all 
wildlom; that we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jefus; whereunto 
allo labour, {triving ccording to his working, which worketh in me mightily «, 
Therefore I have written the more boldly unto you, inſome fort, as putting you 
in mind, becauſe of the grace that is given to me of God, that I ſhould be the 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt to the Gentiles, miniſtering the goſpel of God, that the 
offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being ſanctified by the Holy 
Gholt, TI have therefore whereof I may glory through Jeſus Chriſt, in thoſe 
things which pertain ta Goil', For I am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt; 
for it is the power of God unto ſalvation; to every one that believeth ; for there. 
in is the righteouſneſs of God revealed trom faith to faith u. Yea doubtleſs, and 
I count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus 
my Lord; for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count them but 
dung that I may win Chrilt, and be found in him; that I may know him, and the 
power of his reſurrection, and the tellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made con- 
formable unto his death. 


SET. 9. That this light maketh wiſe unto ſalvation. 


ConTINUE thou in the things which thou haſt learned, and haſt been aſſured 
of, knowing of whom thou halt learned them ; and that from a child thou halt 
knowa the holy ſcriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
:ighteouſneſs ; that the min of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto 
all good works a. For whatſoever things were written aforetime, were written 
for our learning; that we, through patience and comfort of the ſcriptures, might 
have hope b. We have alſo a more ſure word of prophecy ; whereunto you do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day ſtar ariſe in your hearts. Knowing this firſt, that no prophe- 
cy of the ſcripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God ſpoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt *3 who propheſied of the grace that ſhould come unto you; 
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ſe irchmg what, or what manner of time the ſpirit of Chriſt which was in them 
did ſignify, when it teſtiſſed before hand the ſufferings of Chritt, and the glory 
- that ſhould follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themſelves, but 
unto us they did minitter the things which are now reported unto you by them 
that have preached the goſpel unto you, with the Holy Gholt ſent down from 
heaven; which things the angels deſire to look into. 


0 . 
= 


$z r. 10. The importance of making a right uſe of this light. 


Gzaacsz anf peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, 
and cf ſeſus cur Lord; according as his divine power hath given unto us all 
thinps that pertain unto life and godlineſs, through the knowledge of him that 
hath called us to glory and virtue a. This then is the meſſage which we have heard 
cf bim, and declare unto you, That God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all, 
if we ſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in darknels, we lie, and do 
not the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellow- 
{tip one with another, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all 
fin b. For God who commanded the light to ſhine out of darknels, hath ſhined 
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt, And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath gt- 
yen us an underſtanding that we may know him that is true; and we are in him 
that js true, ever in his Son Jeſus Chriſt“. For ye were ſometimes darknels, 
2ur now are ye light in the Lord; walk as children of light, and have no tel- 
'owſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove theme; ſeeing 
that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; and have put on the new man, 
which 1s renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. Let 
the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all wiſdom ; teaching and admoniſhing 
one another in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs f. For ye are a peculiar 


people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath called you out of . 


lark neſs into his marvellous light 3. 


SECT. 11, The prayers of the apoſtles for the increaſe of this knowledge, 


We give thanks to God, and the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, praying al- 
ways for you; for the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye 
heard before in the word of the truth of the goſpel“. We alſo do not ceaſe to 


pray 
4 1Pet. i. 10, 11, 12. 
10. 2 pet. J. 2, 3. d John i. 5, 6, 7. © 2 Cor. iv. 6. t John v. 20. 
* Eph. v. 8, 11, f Col. iti. 9, 10, 16. s 1 Pet, ii. 9. 
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pray for you, and to deſire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his 
will, in all wiſdom and fpiritual underſtanding ; that ye might walk worthy of 
the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, and increaſing in 
the knowledge of God®; who hath delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and 
hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son ©: That the God of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, may give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him; the eyes of your underſtanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling ; and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints; and what is the exceeding great. 
neſs of his power to us-ward who believe ©; that ye may be able to comprehend 
with all ſaints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to 
know the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge; that ye might be filled with 
all the fulneſs of God *, Now to him that is of power to {tabliſh you according 
to my goſpel, and the preaching of Jeſus Chriſt; according to the revelation of 
the myttery, which was kept ſecret ſince the world began; but now is made 
manifeſt, and by the ſcriptures of. the prophets, according to the commandment 
of the everlaſting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of' faith; 
to God only wiſe, be glory through Jeſus Chriſt for ever, Amen f. 


CHAP. 


+ Col. i. 9, 10. Col. i. 13. 4 Eph. i. 17, 18, 19. e Eph. ili. 17, 18, 19. 
* Rom, xvi. 25, 26, 27. 
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„ IV. 
Of the deſigns and purpoſes on which he was manifeſted to the world, 


II. © That he is come to redeem man from deſtruction and to reconcile him 
«© to God.“ 


8 Ec T. 1. A general view of this great deſign. 2. That it ſhould be executed 
in due time by the Meſſiah, and through his ſufferings and death, 3. Of the 
glory that ſhould follow his ſufterings. 4. Jeſus informs his diſciples of this 
grand purpoſe, and of the manner in which he was to accomplith it, even 


by his death and interceſſion. 5. The apoſtles tellified to the Jews that Je- 
ſus was the Saviour. 6. Concerning the everlaſting prieſthood of Chriſt. 


7. Of the efficacy of his merits and mediation, 8. Of the divine benefits pro- 
cured by him in behalf of all that believe in his name, 9. Of the obligations 


on believers to walk worthy of theſe benefits. 10. The importance of our 


making a proper uſe of our acceſs to God by Jeſus Chriſt, 


SECT. 1. A general view of this great deſign. 


V E have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under fin; 

that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty be- 
fore God; for all have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God *. For as ma- 
ny as are of the works of the law are under the curſe ; for it is written, Curſed 


is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 


the law to do them. But the ſcripture hath concluded all under ſin, that the pro- 
miſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to, them that believe“. Even as A- 
braham believed God, and it was accountedto him for righteouſneſs, and the ſcrip- 
ture foreſceing that God would juſtify the heathen throngh faith, preached be- 
tore the goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying In thee ſhall all nations be blefſed £ Now 
o Abraham and his ſeed were the promiſes made. He ſaith not, And to ſeeds 
a5 of many; but as of one, and to thy ſeed, which is Chriſt 4. To him gave all the 


prophets witneſs, that through his name whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall receive 
remiſſion of ſins e. _ | 
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SECT. 2. That it ſhould. be executed in due time by the Meſſiah, and 
through his ſufferings and death. 


O IsRAEL thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity ; thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, 
but in me is thine help. Behold the days come, faith the Lord, that J will 
make a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe. of Judah. 
I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people; for I will forgive their iniqui. 
ty, and I will remember their ſin no mores. And I will make an everlaſting 
covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them to do them good ; but 
I will put my fear in their hearts that they ſhall not depart from mes; and I wil 
cleanſe them from all their iniquity, whereby they have ſinned againſt me; and 
I will pardon all their iniquities whereby they have ſinned, and whereby they 
have tranſgrefſed againſt me f, In thoſe days, and at that time, will I cauſe the 
Branch of Rightcouſneſs to grow up unto David, and he ſhall execute judgment 
and righteouſneſs in the land. In thoſe days ſhall Judah be ſaved, and [e- 
raſalem ſhall dwell fately ; and this is the name wherewith he ſhall be called, 
FHE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS#®, Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of hots, 
ſaying, Behold the man whoſe name is the BRANCH, and he ſhall grow up out 
of his place, and he ſhall build the temple of the Lord; even he ſhall build the 
temple of the Lord, and ſhall bear the glory and ſhall fit and rule upon his throne, 
and he ſhall be a prieſt upon his throne, and the counſel of peace ſhall be between 
them both®. I bring near my righteouſneſs; it ſhall not be far off, and my falvatjon 
ſhall not tarry; and I will place falvation in Zion, for Iſrael my glory i. Sacritice 
and offering thou didſt not deſire, burnt offering and ſin- oflering haſt thou not re- 
quired. Then ſaid I, Lo I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me“. 

After threeſcore and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſc!“, 
But to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end of fins, and to make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs *. Surely he hath 
born our gricfs, and carried our ſorrows ; yet we did eſteem him ſtricken, fnit- 
ten of God and afflicted. But he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he w1s 
bruiſed for our iniquities z the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with 
his ſtripes we are healed, All we like ſhecp have gone aſtray ; we have turned 
every one to his own way, and the Lord hath Jaid on him the iniquity of us all. 
For he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the tranſgreſſion of my pco- 
ple was he ſtricken®. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath put him to 


grief; when thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for ſin, he ſhall ſee his ſeed, J 
ſhal 
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ſhall prolong his days, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand. He 
ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and ſhall be ſatisfied 5 by his knowledge ſhall 
my righteous ſervant juſtify many; for he ſhall bear their iniquities. Therefore 
will 1 divide him a portion with the great, and he ſhall divide the ſpoil with the 
ſtrong; becauſe he hath poured out his ſoul unto death; and he was numbered 
with the tranſgreſſors, and he bare the fins of many, and made interceſſion for 
the tranſgreſſors . In that day there ſhall be a fountain opened to the houſe of 
David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem for ſin and for uncleanneſs ?. And it 
ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, ſhall be 


ſaved % A 


SECT. 3. Of the glory that ſhould follow his ſufferings. 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good ridings of good, that 
publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth, The Lord 
hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the 
ends of the earth ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God. Bleſſed be the Lord 
God of Iſrael; for he hath viſited and redeemed his people; and hath raiſed up 
an horn of ſalvation for us in the houſe of his ſervant David v; to perform the 
mercy promiſed to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant ; to give 
knowledge of ſalvation unto his people by the remiſſion of their ſins . Glory to 
God in the higheſt; and on earth peace, good will towards men 4. For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a ſon is given; and the government ſhall be upon his 
ſhoulder ; and his name ſhall be called, Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace*. Thou ſhalt call his name 
Jeſus; tor he ſhall ſave his people from their ſins. And they ſhall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted, is, God with us f. The Lord ſaid unto my 
Lord, Sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy footſtool: He 
ſhall drink of the brook in the way, therefore ſhall he lift up the head 5, Yet 
have I ſet my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 1 will declare the decree : The 
Lord ſaid unto me, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.- Aſk of 
me, and I ſhall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt 
parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion *. I ſaw in the night viſions, and behold, one 
like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 
days, and they brought him near before him: And there was given him domi- 
nion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages ſhould 
ſerve him: His dominion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, 


Z. and 
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and his kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed . Thou haſt aſcended on high, 
thou halt led captivity captive; thou haſt received gifts for men, yea forthe rebel. 
lious alſo, that the Lord God might dwell amongſt them*..—His name ſhall endure 
for ever: And men ſhall be bleſſed in him; all nations ſhall call him bleſſed . 


SL CT. 4. Jeſus informs his diſciples of this grand purpoſe, and of the man. 
ner in which he was to accompliſh it ; even by his death and interceſſion, 


Axp Jeſus going up to Jeruſalem, took the twelve diſciples apart in the way, 
and ſaid unto them, Behold we go up to Jeruſalem, and the Son of man ſhall be 
betrayed unto the chief prieſts, and unto the ſcribes; and they ſhall condemn 
him to death, and ſhall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock and to ſcourge, and 
to crucify him; and the third day he ſhall riſe again. For the Son of man came 
not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom for ma- 
ny *. And as Moles lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo mult the 
Son of man be lifted up; that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have eternal life“. And F if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me ©, For God ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be ſaved *. For the Son of man is come 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt *, Iam come that they might have lite, 


and that they might have it more abundantly. I am the good Shepherd; and! 


lay down my life for the ſheepf. Therefore doth my Father love me, becauſe 
1 lay down my life that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but! 
lay it down of myſelf; I have power to lay it down, I have power to take it 
again: This commandment have I received of my Father *. And if any man hear 
ny words, and believe not, I judge him not; for I came not to judge the world, 
but to ſive the world“. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends i And he took bread and gave thanks, and brake it, 
and gave unto them, ſaying, This is my body which is given for you: This do 
in remembrance of me: Likewile alſo the cup after ſupper, faying, This cup is 
the New Teſtament in my blood, which is ſhed for you“. And in that day ye 
ſhall aſk me nothing: Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, Whatſoever ye ſhall alk 
the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in 
my name; aſk and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may be full, At that day ye 
ſhall aſk in my name; and I ſay unto you, that I will pray the Father for you; 
and whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name, that will do; that the Father may be 


glorificd 
1 Dan. vii. 13, 14. * Pal. Ixviii. 18, 19. 1 Pſal. Ixxii. 1). 
$ 4. » Matth. xx 17, 18, 19,28. John iii. 14, 15. e Jon xii. 32, John iii. 17. 
* Luke xix. 10. t John x 10, 14, 15. s John x. 17, 18. d John ii. 47 


Jolm xv. 13. * Luke xxii. 19, 20. 1 ſohn xvi. 23, 24, 26. 
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glorified in the Son ®, Then opened he their underſtanding, that they might un- 
deritand the ſcriptures ; and ſaid unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it be- 
hoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the third day ; and that re- 
pentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached in his name, among all nations, 
beginning at Jeruſalem a. 


SECT. 5. The apoſtles teſtified to the Fews that Zeſus was the Saviour. 


Ys men of Iſrael, hear theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God among you, by miracles and ſigns which God did by him in the midſt of 
you, as ye yourſelves alſo know ; him being delivered by the determinate coun- 
ſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cruci- 
fied and lain ; this Jeſus hath God raiſed up, whereof we all are witneſſes a. Be it 
known unto you therefore men and brethren, that through this man is preached 
unto you the forgiveneſs of ſins; and by him, all that believe are juſtified from 
all things from which ye could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes», Neither is 
there ſalvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved ©. Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael, and forgive- 
neſs of (ins. And we are witneſſes of theſe things; and ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom God hath given to them that obey him“. Unto you firſt God having rai- 
ſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you 
from his iniquities. Repent ye therefore and be converted, that your ſins may 


be blotted out, when the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the 
Lord e. 


SECT. 6. Concerning the everlaſting prieſthood of Feſus Chiiſt. 


WuxREToRE, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, conſider the 
Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our profeſſion, Chriſt Jeſus :. For every high prieſt, 
taken from among men, is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that 
he may offer both gifts and ſacrifices for ſins ; who can have compaſſion on the 
ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himſelf alſo is com- 
paſſed with infirmity; and, by reaſon hereof, he ought, as for the people, ſo 
alſo for himſelf, to offer for ſins. And no man taketh this honour unto himſelf, 
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron ; ſo alſo Chriſt glorified not himſelf, 


Z 2 to 
John xiv. 13. Luke xxiv. 45, 46, 47. 
$5. Ads ii. 22, 23, 32. » Acts xiii, 38, 39. © Acts iv. 12. Acts v. 37, 32. 


Acts iii. 26, 19. 
$ 6. « Heb. iii. 1. 
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to be made an high prieſt ; but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to-day 
have I begotten thee. As he ſaith in another place, Thou art a Prieſt for ever 
after the order of Melchizedeck >: For this Melchizedeck, king of Salem, 
prieſt of the Moſt High God, who met Abraham returning from the ſlaughtcr 
of the kings, and blefſed him; to whom alſo Abraham gave a tenth part of all; 
firſt being by interpretation King of Righteouſneſs, and, after that, alſo King of 
Salem, which is King of Peace ; without father, without mother, withour deſcent, 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son 
of God, abideth a prieſt continually. Now conſider how great this man was, 
unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the ſpoils ; and blck 
ſed him that had the promiſes. And without all contradiction the leſs is bleſſed of 
the better, If, therefore, perfe ion were by the Levitical prieſt hood, What 
further need was there that another prieſt ſhould riſe after the order of Melchi- 
zedeck, and not be called after the order of Aaron 4? But it is evident, that, 


after the ſimilitude of Melcnizedeck, there arifeth another. prieſt, who is made 


not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the. power. of an endle{s 
life :. And in as much as not without an oath he was made prieſt, by fo much 
was Jeſus made Surety of a better teſtament : And they truly were many pricits, 
becauſe they were not ſuffered to continue, by reaſon of death; but this man, 
becauſe. he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable prieſthood. Where, ore he i; 
able alſo to ſave them to the uttermolt, that come unto God by him, ſceing he 
ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. For ſuch an high prieſt became us, 
who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated from ſinners, and made higher than 


the heavens; who needeth not daily, as thoſe high prieſts, to otter up ſacritice, 


firſt for his own ſins, and then for the peoples; for this he did once, when he 
offered up himſelf. For the law maketh men high prieſts which have infirmity; 
but the word of. the oath, which was ſince the. law, maketh the Son, who. is con. 
ſecrated for evermore t. 

Now we have ſuch an High Prieſt, who is ſet on the right hand of the throne 
of the Majeſty in the heavens ; a Minitter of the ſanctuary, . and of the true ta- 
bernacle which the Lord pitched, and not man. For every high prieſt 1s 
ordained to offer gifts and ſacrifices; wherefore it is of neceſſity that this man 
have ſomewhat alſo to offer. But now hath he obtained a more excellent mint 
{try, by how much alſo he is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was e— 
ſtabliſhed upon better promiſes 2. Chriſt being come an High Prieſt: of good 
things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to ſay, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, 


but by his own blood, he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained 
ü eternal 


* Heb. v. 1,6. « Heb. vii. 1,4. « Heb, vii, 6, 7; 11. Hob. vid. 15% 
f' Heb, vii. 20, 22,28, 8 Heb, viii, 1, 2, 3, 6. 
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eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the aſhes 
of an heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſanctifieth to the purifying of the fleſh, How 
much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who, through the eternal ſpirit, offered 
himſelf without ſpot to God, purge your conſcience from dead works to ſerve 
the living God ? And for this cauſe, he is the Mediator of the new teſtament ; 
that, by means of death, for the redemption of the tranſgreſſions that were un- 
der the firſt teſtament, they which are called might receive the promiſe of e- 
ternal inheritance 8. For Chriſt is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands, which are the figures of the true, but into heaven itſelf, now to appear 
in the preſence of God for us : Nor yet that he ſhould offer himſelf often, as the 
high prieſt entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; for 
then muſt he often have ſuffered ſince the foundation of the world: But now 
once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but aſter this the judg-— 
ment; ſo Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins of many; and unto them that 
look for him ſhall he appear the ſecond time without ſin unto ſalvation i, And 
every prieſt ſtandeth daily miniſtring, and offering oftentimes the ſame ſacrifi - 
ces, which can never take away fins ; but this man, after he had offered one ſa- 
critice for fins, for ever ſat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth 
expecting till his enemies be made his footſtool; for, by one offering, he hath. 
perfected for ever them that are. ſanctified *. 


SEH r. 7. Of the efficacy of his merits and mediation. 


Wuar the law could not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh, God ſend-- 
ing his Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, for ſin condemned fin in the fleſh ;. 
that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not after the 
fleſh, but after the ſpirit . When the fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent 
forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law; to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of ſons d. Chriſt hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us; for it is 
written, Curſed is every one that hangeth upon a tree ©, Now the righteoul- 
nels-of God without the law is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the 
prophets ;' even the righteouſneſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt un- 
to all, and upon all that believe a, being juſtified freely by his grace through the 


redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiati- 


on through faith in his blood; to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of 
ſins that are paſt, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I ſay, at this 
time. 


> Heb. ix. 11,15; "Heb. i. 24,—28 * Heb. x. 1,1. 
5 7. * Rom, viii. 3, 4. Gal. iv. 4, 5. Gal. iii. 123. Rom. iii. 2, 22. 
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time his righteouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which 
believeth in Jeſus e. Chrilt is the end of the law tor righteouſneſs to every one 
that believethf. For if by one man's offence, death reigned by one; much 
more they which receive ahandance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, 
n reign in life by one Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore as by the offence of one, judg. 
ment came upon all men to condemnation z even ſo, by the righteouſneſs of 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto juſtification ot life. For as by one 
man's diſobedience many were made finners, ſo by the obedience of one {hall 
many be made rightcou>*. There is therefore now, no condemnation to them 
who are in Chriſt Jcſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit», 
For we are the circumciſion who worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſhi, Yea doubtleſs, and I count all 
things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; 
for whom J have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung that 
I may win Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which 
is of the Jaw ; but that which is through the faith of Chriſt ; the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith *. 

All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


hath given to us the miniſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chriſt 


reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them !, 
For he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that we might be 


made the righteouſneſs of God in him”. Unto me, who am leſs than the leaſt 


of all ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt ®, who will have all men to be ſaved, and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there 1s one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus : who gave himſelf a 
ranſom for all, to be reitified in due time e; who was delivered for our offences, 
and raiſed again for our juſtification? z who hath loved us, and hath given him- 
{elf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling favour *%. ho 
alſo hath once ſuffered for ſin, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to 
God". For when we were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for the 
ungodly. For ſcarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for 
a good man ſome would even dare to die. But God commendeth his love, to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet ſinners Chriſt died for usf, For ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet for your fakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich For it pleaſed the 
Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell ; and having made peace through the 


blood 
© Rom. ili. 24, 25, 26. Rom. x. 4. 1 Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. h Rom viii I- 
1 Phil. iii. 3. * Phil. iii. 8, 9. 1 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. m 2 Cor. v. 21. 
» Eph. iii. 8. 0 1 Tim. ii. 4, 5, 6. ?P Rom. iv. 25. - 9 Eph. v. 2. 
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blood of his croſs, by him to reconcile all things unto himſelf . Of him are ye 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us, wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
ſanctification, and redemption “. 


St CT. 8. Of the divine benefits procured by him in behalf of all that be- 


lieve in his name. 


Tuts is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the world to ſave ſinners; of whom I am chief *. Grace, mercy, and 
peace from God the Father, who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy call- 
ing ; not according to our works, but according to his own purpoſe and grace, 
which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began >. And you being 
dead in your fins, and the uncircumciſion of your fleſh, hath he quickned toge- 
ther with him, having forgiven you all your treſpaſſes e. Wherefore remember, 
that ye being in time paſſed Gentiles in the fleſh, were without Chriſt, being a- 
liens from the common-wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the covenants of 
promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the world ; but now in Chriſt 
Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were afar off, are made nigh by the blood of Chritt ; 
for he is our peace d, who came and preached peace to you which were afar off, 
and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have an accefs by one 
pdpirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more ſtrangers and foreign- 
== ers, but fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of God ©. There- 
WW fore being juſtified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, By whom alſo we have acceſs by faith into this grace wherein we ſtand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God f. For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his ſon; much more being reconciled, 
we ſhall be ſaved by his life. And not only ſo, but we alſo joy in God through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now received the atonements. The 
Spirit itſelf beareth wigneſs with our ſpirit that we are the children of God; and 
if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt s. What ſhall 
we then ſay to theſe things? If God be for us, who can be againſt us? He that 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all; how ſhall he not with 
him freely give us all things? Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
clect ? ir is God that juſtificth ; who is he that condemneth? it is Chriſt that died, 


Je rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo 
maxcth interceſſion for us. | 


My 
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My little children, theſe things write I unto you, that ye ſin not; and if any 
man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous; and 
he is the propitiation for our ſins ; and not for ours only, but for the ſins of the 


whole world x. And ye know that he was manifeſted to take away our ſins, 
and in him is no fin . In this was manifeſted the love of God towards us, be. 


cauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our {ins ®. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in hea. 
venly places in Chriſt ® ; having predeſtinated us unto the adoption of children 
by Teſus Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good pleaſure of his will; to the 
praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the Belo- 
ved: in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
according to the riches of his grace? Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 
from our ſins in his own blood, and hath made us Kings and prieſts unto God and 
kis Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen '“. 


SECT. 9. Of the obligation on believers to walk worthy of theſe benefits. 


WE who are Jews by nature, and not ſinners of the Gentiles, knowing that z 
man is not juſtified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 


even we have believed in Jeſus Chriſt ; that we might be juſtified by the faith 


of Chriſt, and not by the works of the law; for by the works or the law ſhall 
no fleſh be juſtified . For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might 
live unto God. I am crucified with Chritt ; nevertheleſs I live; yet not 1, but 


Chriſt liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by the 


faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for med. Who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works ©. For the love of Chriſt con- 
{traineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 
and that he died for all, that they which live, ſhould not hencetorth live unto 
themſelves, bur unto him who died for them and roſe again d. 1 therefore be- 
ſeech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called*. As he 
who hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of converſation f; for 
as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as fi 


va 
* 1 John ii. r. 2. 11 John iii. 5. m x John iv. 9, 10. » Eph. i, 3 
Eh. i. 3, 6. 7. Rev. i. 5, 6. 
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ver and gold; but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb without ble- 
miſh and without ſpot . And ye are not your own; for ye are bought with a 
price 3 therefore glorify God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which are 
God's“. 


S Er. 10. The importance of making a proper uſe of our acceſs to Cod by 
Teſus Chriſt. 


SEEING then that we have a great High Prieſt, that is paſſed into the hea- 
vens, Jeſus the Son of God, let us hold faſt our profeſſion. For we have not an 
High Prieſt who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without ſin, Ler us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need *, Having boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood 
| of Jeſus, by a new and living way which he has conſecrated for us, through the 
= vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh ; and having an High Prieſt over the houſe of God, 
let us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith; having our hearts 
| pprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with pure water, 
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That he is inveſted with ſovereign power for perfecting all that believe 
on him, 


GENERAL SECTION I. 


A general view of this argument. 


SECT. 1. Daniel's viſion of the Son of man. 2. That his dominion is over 
all and ſhall be everlaſting. 3. The ſpiritual nature of his kingdom. 4. The 
teltimony of the apoſtles on this head. 5. The viſion of the apoſtle John, 


5 SECT. 1. Daniel's viſion of the Son of man. 


Daniel ſaw in the night viſions, and behold one like the Son of man, came 

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages ſhould ſerve him. His do- 
minion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs away; and his kingdom 
that which ſhall not bedeſtroyed®. And the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
neſs of the kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be given to the people of the 
ſaints of the moiſt High, whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and all do- 
minions ſhall ſerve and obey him b. 


Ss c T. 2. That his dominion is over all, and ſhall be everlaſting. 


Way do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings 
of the earth ſet themſelves, and the rulers take counſel together, againſt the 
Lord, and againſt his anointed, ſaying, Let us break their bands aſunder, and 
caſt away their cords from us. He that ſitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh; the 
Lord ſhall have them in deriſion. Then ſhall he ſpeak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure, Yet have I ſet my king upon my holy hill 
of Zion. I will declare the decree; the Lord hath ſaid unto me, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee, Aſk of me, and I ſhall give the heathen for 

thine 


$ 1, * Dan. vii. 13, 14, > Dan. vii. 2). 
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thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion *.—He 
{hall judge the poor of the people, he ſhall fave the children of the needy, and 
ſhall break in pieces the opprefſor>, He ſhall come down like rain upon the 
mown graſs; as ſhowers that water the earth. In his days ſhall the rightcous 
flouriſh 3 and abundance of peace ſo long as the moon endureth. He ſhall have 
dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth, 
They that dwell in the wilderneſs ſhall bow before him; and his enemies ſhall 
lick the duſt. The kings of Tarſhiſh, and of the iſles ſhall bring preſents ; the 
kings of Sheba, and Seba ſhall offer gifts, Yea all Kings ſhall fall down before 
him; all nations ſhall ſerve him ©, He ſhall deliver the needy when he crieth; 
the poor alſo, and him that hath no helper. He ſhall redeem their ſon] from de- 
ceit and violence; and precious ſhall their blood be in his ſight 4 His name 
ſhall endure for ever; his name ſhall be continued as long as the ſun; and men 
ſhall be bleſſed in him, all nations ſhall call him bleſſede. Be wiſe now thcre- 
fore ye kings; be inſtructed ye judges of the earth; ſerve the Lord with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling. Kiſs the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye periſh from 
the way, when his wrath is Kindled but a little; bleſſed are all they that put truſt 
in him f. 
x Thou ſpakeſt in viſion to thy holy One, and ſaidſt, J have laid help upon one 
that is mighty; I have exalted one choſen out of the people. I have found Da- 
vid my ſervant ; with my holy oil have I anointed him: With whom my hand 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; mine arm alſo ſhall ſtrengthen him. And I will beat down 
his foes before his face, and plague them that hate him. But my faithfulneſs 
and my mercy ſhall be with him ; and in my name ſhall his horn be exalted, I 
will ſet his hand alſo in the fea, and his right hand in the rivers. He ſhall cry 
unto me, Thou art my Father, my God and the rock of my ſalvation. Alſo I 
will make him my firſt-born, higher than the kings of the earth. My mercy will 
I keep for him for ever more ; and my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with him. His 
ſeed alſo will I make to endure for ever: and his throne as the days of heaven *, 
It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever, as the moon, and as a faithful witneſs in heaven ®*. 
The Lord faid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand until-I make thine 
enemies thy footſtool. The Lord ſhall ſend the rod of thy ſtrength out of Zion : 
rule thou in the midſt of thine enemies. Thy people ſhall be willing in the day 
of thy power, in the beauties of holineſs from the womb of the morning ; thou 
haſt thedew of thy youth. Behold I have given him for a witneſs to the people, 
a leader and commander to the people. Behold thou ſhalt call a nation: that 
thou knoweſt not; and nations that knew not thee ſhall run unto thee ; becauſe 
of the Lord thy God, and for the holy One of Iſrael, for he hath glorified thee &. 


A a 2 And 


$2, »Pfal. ii. 1,—8, b Pal. Ixxii. 4. © Pſal. Ixxii. 6,11. 


4 Pſal. Ixxii. 12, 14. 
»Pſal. Ixxii. 17. 


Pſal. ii. 10, tt, 12. & Plal, IXxxix. 19,29. „ Pfal. Izxxix. 37. 


l cx. 1, 2, 3. IIa. lv. 4, 5. 
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And in mercy ſhall the throne be eſtabliſhed, and he ſhall fit upon it in truth, in the 


tabernacle of David, judging, and ſeeking judgment, and hatting riphteouineſ; 1, 


Thus faith the Lord, the redcemer of Iſrael, and his holy One, to him whom 
man deſpiſeth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a ſervant of rulers, kings 
ſhall ſee and ariſe, princes alſo ſhall worſhip, becauſe of the Lord that is faithtul, 
and the holy One of Iſrael, and he ſhall chooſe thee ®, Behold a King ſhe} 
reign in righteouſneſs, and princes {hall rule in judgment“. Behold the day: 
come, faith the Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, and 
King ſhall reign and proſper, and ſhall execute judgment and juſtice in the earth, 
In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Ifracl ſhall dwell ſafely ; and this is his 
name whereby he ſhall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS", 
Behold the Lord God will come with ſtrong hand, and his arm ſhall rule for him; 
behold his reward is with him, and his work before him. He ſhall feed hi 
flock like a ſhepherd, he ſhall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
them in his boſom, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young ?. ! 
will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall feed them, even my ſer- 
vant David; he ſhall feed them, and he ſhall be their ſhepherd. And J 
the Lord will be thcir God, and my ſervant David a prince among them ; 
I the Lord have ſpoken ita. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, C 
daughter of Jeruſalem ; behold thy King cometh unto thee ; he is juſt, and 
having ſalvation ; and he fhall ſpeak peace unto the heathen 3. and his domi. 
nion ſhall be from ſea even to ſea, and from the river even to the ends of the 


earth *. And the angel Gabriel was ſent from God into a.city of Galilee, name! 


Nazareth, to a virgin eſpouſed to a man whoſe name was Joſeph. And 
the angel faid unto her, Fear not Mary; for thou haſt found favour with God; 
and bchold thou ſhalt conceive in thy. womb, and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt 
call his name JESUS;,. He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the Son of the 
Higheſt ; and the Lord God ſhall give unto him the throne. of his father David 
And he fhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there 
mall be no end.. Glory to God in the higheſt; and on earth peace, good will 
towards men *, For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the go- 
vernment ſhall be upon his ſhoulder. and his name ſhall be called, Wonderful 
Counſellor, the Mighty God ;. the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of 
the increaſe of his government and peace there ſhall be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to eſtabliſh it with. judgment, 
and with juſtice, from henceforth, even for ever; the zeal of the Lord of holts 
Mall perform this-*. All things are delivered unto me of my Father “. All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth *: For God hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every name *, and ſet him at his ow! 


| right 
1 Iſa, xvi. 5. * Ta, xlix. 7. 1 Iſa. xxxil. 1. Jer. xxiii. 5, 6- 
P Ifa. xl. 10, 11. 4 Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24+ Zech. ix. 9, 10. Luke i. 26; 27, 30 3% 
Luke i. 32, 33. U Luke ii. 14. Ia, ix. 6, 7. 1 Matth. al 27. 


Matth. xxy11i, 18, =» Phil ii. 9. 


Arm. II. Of our Lo RD Jesvs CHRIS x. 189 


right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but alſo 
in that which is to come, and hath put all things under his feet ». 


SECT. 3. The ſpiritual nature of his kingdom, 


AxD when Feſus was demanded of the Phariſees, when the kingdom of God 
ſhould come; he anſwered them, and ſaid, The kingdom of God cometh not 
with obſervation. Neither ſhall they ſay, Lo here, or lo there; for behold, 
the kingdom of God is within you *. They ſhall ſay to you, See here, or ſce 
there; go not after them, nor follow them: For, as the lightning that lightneth 
* our of the one part under heaven, ſhineth unto the other part under heaven, ſo 

{all alſo the Son of man be in his day“. My kingdom is not of this world; if 

my kingdom were of this world, then would my ſervants fight; but now is my 

EZ kingdom not from hence ©. And there was allo a ſtrife among them, which of 

them ſhould be accounted the greateſt. And he ſaid unto them, The kings of 

| 4 the Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip over them; and they that exerciſe authority upon 

® them, are called benefactors. But ye ſhall not be fo; but he that is greateſt a- 

= mong you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth ſerve. 

For whether is greater, he that fitteth at meat, or he that ſerveth ? Is not he 

that ſitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that ſerveth 4. Ye are they that 

have continued with me in my temptations : And I appoint unto you a kingdom, 

as my Father hath appointed unto me ©. Bleſſed be the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; peace in heaven, and glory in the higheſt :. 


SEC T. 4. The teſtimony of the apoſtles on this head. 


Mex and brethren, Let me freely ſpeak unto you of the patriarch David, 
that he is both dead and buried, and his ſepulchre is with us unto this day; 
therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had ſworn with an oath to 


Chriſt ro fir on his throne : He ſeeing this before, ſpake of the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt, that. his ſoul was not left in- hell, neither. his fleſh did ſee 
corruption. This Jeſus hath God raiſed up, whereof we all are witneſſes . 
Por David is not aſcended into the heavens ;' but he ſaith himſelf, The Lord ſaid 
BE unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footſtool. 
3 | Therefore 


d 1 
Eph. i. 20, zt, 22. 


83. » Luke xvii. 20, 21. Luke xvii. 23, 24. John xviii. 36. 4 Luke xxil, 24,—27 . 
* Luke xxii. 28, 29. Luke xix. 38. 


. Ads ii. 29,—32. 


him, That of the fruit of his loins, according to the fleſh, he would raiſe up 
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Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hath made that 
ſame Jeſus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt >, Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and Saviour, for to give repentance 
to Iſracl, and forgiveneſs of ſins . He raiſed him from the dead, and fer him 
at his own right hand in the heavenly places; and hath put all things under hi 
feet; and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body ; 
the tulneſs of him that filleth all in all 4. And he commanded us to preach unto 
the people, and to teſtify, that it is he who was ordained of God to be the judge 
of quick and dead. For to this end Chriſt both died, and role, and revised, 
thar he might be Lord both of the dead and living f; angels, and authorities, 
and powers being made ſubject unto him s. For unto which of the angels ſaid 
he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, 
when he bringeth in the Firſt- begotten into the world, he ſaith, And let all the 
angels of God worſhip him. Bur unto the Son he faith, Thy throne, O God, i; 
for ever and cver ; a ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom. 
For unto the angels hath he not put in ſubjection the world to come, whereof 
we ſpeak, But one in a certain place teſtified, ſaying, What is man that thou 
art mindful of him? or the ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him? Thou madeſt him 
a little lower than the angels : thou crownedlt him with glory and honour, and 
didit {ct him over the works of thy hands; thou haſt put all things in ſubjection 
under his feet: For in that he put all in ſubjection under him, he left nothing 
that is not put under him. But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower than 
the angels, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with glory and honour !. For he 
mult reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The laſt enemy that ſhall 
be deſtroyed is death *, Then cometh the end, when he ſhall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he ſhall have put down all rule, 
and all authority, and power ', For he hath put all things under his feet. But 
when he ſaith, all things are put under him, it is manifeſt, that he is except 
who did pur all things under him. And when all things ſhall be ſubdued unto 
him, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject unto him that put all things under 
him, that God may be all in all *. 


SECT. 5. The viſion of the apoſtle Fohn. 


Axp I John ſaw heaven opened, and behold a white horſe ; and he that (i 
upon him was called faithful and true; and in righteouſneſs he doth judge ani 


make war, His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crow"; 
| and 


* Acts 11. 34, 35, 36.9 e Acts v. 31, 4 Epli. i. 20, 22. e Acts x. 42 
f Rom. xiv. 9. © 1 Pet. iii. 22. b Heb. i. 5, 6, 8. 1 Heb. ii. 5-7 
k 1 Cor, xv. 25, 26. 1 x Cor, xv. 24, m 1 Cor, xv. 27, 28. 
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and he had a name written that no man knew but he himſelf. And he was clo- 
thed with a white veſture dipt in blood; and his name is called THE WORD 
OF GOD. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white 
horſes, clothed in white linen, white and clean, And out of his month goeth 
a ſharp ſword, that with it he ſhould ſmite the nations; and he ſhall rule them 
with a rod of iron; and he treadeth the wine-preſs of the fierceneſs and wrath of 
Almighty God. And he hath on his veſture, and on his thigh, a name written, 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS *. And there were great voices 


in heaven, ſaying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 


Lord, and of his Chriſt ; and he ſhall reign for ever and ever. And the four and 
twenty elders, which fat before God on their ſeats, fell upon their faces, and 
worſhipped God, ſaying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which 
art, and waſt, and art to come ; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great power, 
and haſt reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the 
time of the dead that they ſhould be judged, and that thou ſhouldſt give reward 


unto thy ſervants the prophets, aud to the ſaints, and them that fear thy name, 


ſmall and great b. 


GENERAL SECTION II. 


This ſovereign power of JEsUs is diſplayed, 
IJ. „In ſanctifying his church.” 


SECT. 1. This divine bleſſing was promiſed to the fathers. 2. Jeſus declares 
this to be one particular end for which he came into the world. 3. This the 
apoſtles alſo witneſs. 4. This is the intent of all his ordinances, 5. That 
this is indeed the work of his grace. 6, The apoſtles congratulations with 
them that were ſanctified. 7. The Joy of the ſaints on account of this great 


bleſſing. 8 The prayers of the apoſtles for the perfect ſanctification of thoſe 
that profeſſed the name of Chriſt. 


SECT. 1. This divine bleſſing was promiſed to the fathers. 


2 AN the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpors ? Then may 
ye alſo do good that are accuſtomed to do evil *, With men it is impoſſi- 


ble, but not with God; for with God all things are poſlible d. As it is written, 
There 


9 5. © Rev zix. 11, —16, b Rev. xi. 15,—1$, 


9 t. » Jer, xiii, 23. | b Mark x. 27. 
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There ſhall come out of Zion the deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from 
Jacob ©, He ſhall fit as a refiner, and purifier of ſilver; and he ſhall purify the 
ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and filver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord, an offering in righteouſneſs d. He ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with fire*. Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be 
clean; from all your filthineſs, and from all your idols, will I cleanſe you, A 
new heart alſo will 1 give you, and a new ſpirit will I put within you: And! 
will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will give you an heart of 
ficſh. And I will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in my tz 
tutes; and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and do them; and ye ſhall oy my peo- 
ple, and I will be your God-. 


SECT. 2. Feſus declares this to be one particular end for which he came 
into the world. 


AND (Jeſus) ſeeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain, and taught 
them, ſaying , Bleſſed are they who do hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs; 
{or they ſhall be filled, Bleſſed are the pure in heart; for they ſhall ſee God“. 
They that are whole have no need of a phyſician, but they that are ſick : I came 
not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance ©; to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt 4. Then 
ſaid Jeſus to thoſe Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my diſciples indeed; and ye ſhall know the truth, and the truth {hall 
make you free ©, Verily, verily I ſay unto you, Whoſoever committeth fin, i; 
the ſervant of fin: And the ſervant abideth not in the houſe for ever ; but the 
Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore ſhall make you tree, ye ſhall be free in- 
deed f, Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt, Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek, and lowly 
in heart; and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls: For my yoke is eaſy, and my 
burden is light *. And J will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth“, 
which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name ; he ſhall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have faid 
unto you i. He will guide you into all truth *, Theſe words ſpake Jeſus, and 
lift up his eyes to heaven, and ſaid, Father, I have manifeſted thy name unto 
the men which thou gaveſt me out of the world *: For I have given unto them 

of | the 


© Rom. xi. 26. 4 Mal. iii. 3. e Matth. ili. 11. f Ezek. xxxvi. 2528. 


$ 2, Matth. v. 1, 2. d Matth. v. 6, 8. e Mark ii. 17. 4 Luke i. 17. 
e John viii. 31, 32. f John viii. 34, —36. Matth. xi. 28,- 30. * John xiv. 16, 17. 
+ John xiv. 26. * John xvi. 13. 1 John xvii. I, - = John Xvll. 6. 
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the words which thou gaveſt me, and they have received them. I pray for 
them which thou haſt given me, for they are thine ®, Sanctify them through 
thy truth; thy word is truth. And for their fakes I ſanctify myſelf, that they 
alſo might be ſanctified through the truth: Neither pray I for theſe alone, but 
for them alſo which ſhall believe on me through their word“. 


SECT. 3. This the apoſtles alſo witneſs. 


—CnR1sT alſo loved the church, and gave himſelf for it; that he might 
ſanctify and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water by the word; that he might 
preſent it to himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch 


: thing; but that it ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh *. And, by one offer- 
5 ing, be hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified v. Wherefore, my bre- 
| thren, ye alſo are become dead to the law by the body of Chriſt; that we ſhould 


bring forth fruit unto God ©, We are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held ; that we ſhould ſerve in newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the 


| £ oldneſs of the latter 4. As ye have therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 


5 ſo walk ye in him; rooted and built up in him, and ſtabliſhed in the faith e. In 
1 whom alſo ye are circumciſed with the circumciſion made without hands, in put- 
ting off the body of the {ins of the fleſh, by the circumciſion of Chriſt ; buried 


with him in baptiſm, wherein alſo ye are riſen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raiſed him from the dead f. Know ye not, that ſo 


; many of us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his death ? 


Therefore we are buried with him by baptiſm into death ; that like as Chriſt 
was raiſed from the dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould 


Walk in newneſs of life: For, if we have been planted together in the likeneſs 


of his death, we ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs of his reſurrection; knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of fin might be deſtroyed, 
that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve fin; for he that is dead is freed from ſin. Now, 
if we be dead with Chriſt, we believe that we ſhall alſo live with him s. For 
ſin ſhall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the law, but under 


grace. For when ye were the ſervants of ſin, ye were free from righteouſneſs. 


What fruit had ye then in thoſe things whereof ye are now aſhamed ? For the 
end of thoſe things is death, But now being made free from fin, and become 
ſervants to God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life“. 
Wherefore, my beloved, work out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling : 


B b For 
» John xvii. 8, 9. „ John xvii. 17, 19, 20. 
3. * Eph.v. 25, 26, 27. d Heb. x. 14. © Rom. vii. 4. 4 Rom. vii. 6. 
Col. ii. 6, 7. f Col. ii. 11, 12, 13. t Rom. vi. 3,—8. b Rom, Vi. 14. 
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For it is God who worketh in you, both to will and to do, of his good pleaſure, 
that ye may be blameleſs, and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, in 
the midit of a crooked and perverſe nation, among whom ye ſhine as lights in 
the world &. 


SECT. 4. This is the intent of all his ordinances. 


UnTo every one of us is given grace, according to the-meaſure of the gift of 
Chriſt. Whereforc, he ſaith, when he aſcended up on high, he led captivity cap 
tive, and gave gifts unto men:. And he gave ſome apoſtles ; and ſome pro- 
phets ; and ſome evangeliſts ; and ſome paſtors and teachers; for the perfecting of 
the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying the body of Chriſt; 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt; 
that we henceforth be no more children, toſſed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, by the ſlight of men and cunning craftineſs, where- 
by they ly in wait to deceive ; but ſpeaking the truth in love, may grow up in- 
to him in all things, which is the head, even Chriſt “; that we might war a goo! 
warfare, holding faith and a good conſcience ©, For though we walk in the fleſh 
we do not walk after the fleſh ; for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 
but mighty through God, to the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting down 
imaginations, and every thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into ceptivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt “. 


SECT. 5. That this is indeed the work of his grace. 


Every good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turn- 
ing. Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth; that we ſhould be 
kind of firſt fruits of his creatures; being born again, not of corruptible ſeed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever), 
For we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained, that we ſhould walk in theme. For whom he did 
forcknow he alſo did predeſtinate, to be conformed to the image of his Son“ 
For God hath not appointed us to wrath ; but to obtain ſalvation by our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us, that whether we wake or ſleep, we ſhould live to- 
gether 


* Phil. N. 12, 13, 15. 
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gether with him © ; who his own ſelf bare our ſins in his own body on the tree, 
that we being dead to ſin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs ; by whoſe ſtripes 
ye were healed. For ye were as ſheep going aſtray ; but are now return- 
ed unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of your ſouls f; who hath ſaved us, and call- 
ed us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpoſe and grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world be- 
gan :. Not by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt b. For the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men; 
teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works'. /Yherefore, if any of you lack 
wiſdom, let him aſk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it ſhall be given him k; even the wiſdom which is from above, which is 
firlt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy, and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocriſy *, 


SEC r. 6. The apoſtles congratulations with them that were ſandified. 


Axp you that were ſometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by wicked 


: works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the body of his fleſh through death; to 
preſent you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his fight *. For this is 


the will of God even your ſanctificationꝰ; becauſe God hath from the beginning 


2 choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanctification of the ſpirit, and belief of the 


truth ©, Ye are waſhed, ye are ſanctificd, ye are juſtified in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of our God d. Ye are ele, according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, through ſanCtification of the ſpirit unto obedi- 
ence, and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ©, Ye are a choſen generation, a 
royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 
praiſes of him who hath called you out of darkneſs into his marvellous light*. 
Sceing ye have purified your ſouls in obeying the truth through the ſpirit a. Ve 
come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who 
ſhall alſo confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameleſs in the day of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt . To whom coming, as unto a living ſtone, diſallowed indeed of 


B b 2 men, 
* 2 Theſſ. v. 9, 10. f x Pet. il. 24, 25. s 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iii. 5. 
| Tit. 11. Il, —I4, k James i. 5. 1 James iii. 17. 
$6, Col. i. 21, 22. » Theſſ. iv. 3. 2 Theſſ, ii. 13. 4 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
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men, but choſen of God and precious, ye alſo as lively ſtones, are built up a ſpi- 
ritual houſe, an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, acceptable to God 
by Jeſus Chriſt *, 

They that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God: but ye are not in the fleſh, but 
in the ſpirit, if ſo be that the ſpirit of God dwell in you. And if Chriſt be in 
you, the body is dead, becauſe of ſin ; but the ſpirit is life becauſe of righteouſ. 
neſs*, The fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy, peace, longſuffering, gentleneſs, good. 
neſs, faith, meckneſs, temperance, in all righteouſneſs and truth x. Therefore, 


if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old things are paſt away, behol 
all things are become new ®. 


SECT. 7. The joy of the ſaints on account of this great bleſſing. 


I wiLL greatly rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he 
hath clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as 1 
bride adorneth herſelf with jewels *. For the law of the ſpirit of life, in Chrit 
Jeſus, hath made me free from the law of fin and death d. Bleſſed be the Gol 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual blel. 
ſings in heavenly places in Chriſt; according as he hath choſen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy and without blame before 
him in love ©. According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godlineſs, through the knowledge of him that hath called us 
to glory and virtue; whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precios 
promiſes ; that by theſe you might be partakers of the divine nature, having e- 
ſcaped the corruption that is in the world through luſt *. For ye are dead, and 
your lite is hid with Chrilt in God; when Chriſt who is our life ſhall appear, 
then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory ©. Beloved, now are we the ſons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but we know that when he 
mall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is. And every 
man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf even as he is pure f. 


Sz r. 8. The prayers of the apoſiles for the perfect ſandification of thoſ 
1 that profeſſed the name of Chriſt. . 


Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father who hath lo- 
ved us, and given us everlaſting conſolation, and good hope through grace, con: 
fort 


Pet. i. 4, & > Rom. viii. 8, 9, 10: Gal. v. 22, 23. = Eph. v. 9. 
9 2 Cor. v. 17. 
3 7. + Ifa. xi. 10. b Rom. viii. 2. * Eph, i. 3, 4. | 2 Pet. i. 35 


„Col. iii. 3, 4. 1 John ili. 2, 3. 
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fort your hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every good word and work *. And the 

very God of peace ſanctify you wholly ; and I pray God, your whole fpirit;and 
* {ſoul and body be preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
4 Faithful is he that calleth you, who alſo will do it d. Wherefore alſo we pray 
| always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling ; and ful- 
fill all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work of faith with power; 
that the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be glorified in you, and ye in him, 
according to the grace of God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ©; to the end he may 
eſtabliſh your hearts unblameable in holineſs before God even our Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all his ſaints 3. For this cauſe we do 
not ceaſe to pray for you, and to deſire that ye might be filled with the know- 
ledge of his will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding z that ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, and in- 
creaſing in the knowledge of God. Strengthened with all might according to 
his glorious power, unto all patience and longſuffering with joytulneſs ; giving 
thanks unto the Father, who hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheri- 
tance of the ſaints in light. For this cauſe I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be ſtrengthen- 
ed with might, by his Spirit in the inner man f. That your love may abound 
yet more and more in knowledge, and in all judgment; that ye may approve 
things that are excellent ; that ye may be ſincere, and without offence till the 
day of Chriſt; being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of Gods. And now I commend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are ſanctified v. May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt i, Now the God of peace that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of 
the everlaſting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt *. 
The God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, 
make you perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you 1. Now unto him that is able 
to keep you from falling, and to preſent yon faultleſs before the preſence of his 
glory with exceeding joy; to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 
jeſty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen v. 
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II. The power of Jeſus is diſplayed “ In carrying his people through this ſtate 
| of diſcipline an d trial.“ 


SECT. 1. That the ſervants of God are ſecured againſt all that is finally hurt. 
ful. 2. Jeſus aſſares his diſciples of his conſtant preſence to this end. 3. The 
hopes of the people of God for direction, aſſiſtance, and ſupply. 4. Promiſe; 
of God heretofore given to this purpoſe, 5. Jeſus aſſures his diſciples of theſe 
h-avenly benefits. 6. That through Chriſt they ſhall overcome the world, 
7. Shall be ſupported in temptation. 8. Shall be made conquerors over $- 
tan. 9. And ſhall be ſuſtained in all their aſflictions. 10. The joyful hopes 
and praiſes of the ſaints in their views of the divine ſupport. 


SECT. 1. That the ſe;vants of God are ſecured againſt all that is finally 
| hurtful. | 


CT URELY there is no enchantment againſt Jacob, neither is there any divina- 
8 tion again{t Ifracl *. The Lord his God is with him, and the ſhout of 
King is among them®. For the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of 
his inheritance; he found him ina deſart land, and in the waſte howling wilderneß; 
led him about, he inſtructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye: As an es- 
gle ſtirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on her wings ; ſo the Lord alone did lead him ; and 
there was no ſtrange god with him ©. There is none like unto the God of ſe- 
ſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency upon the 
ſky. The eternal God is thy retage, and underneath are the everlaſting arms“ 
The Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf ?. He ſhall dwell on high; 
his place of defence ſhall be the munition of rocks, bread ſhall be given him, bis 
water ſhall be ſure f. Ile ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty. Surc- 
ly he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of the fowler, and from the noi ſome peſti 
lence. He ſhall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings ſhalt thou 
trult ; his truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler. For he ſhall give his angel 
charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways 2. Are they not all miniſtring 
ſpirits ſent forth to miniiter unto them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation *. He 
ſhall deliver thee in ſix troubles; yea in ſeven there ſhall no evil touch thee". 
Becauſe thou haſt made the Lord, who is my refuge, even the Moſt High thy 
habitation ; there ſhall no evil befal thee, neither ſhall any plague come nig! 
thy dwelling *. 


Thus 


1 4 $ 1, Numb. xxiii. 23. b Numb. xx iii. 21. Deut. xxxii. 9, — 12. Deut. xxxiii. 262% 
1 Plal. iv. 3. f Ta, xxxiii. 16, 1 Pal, xci. 1, 3, 4 11. Þ Heb, i. 14. 
1 i Job v. 19. * Pſal. xci. 9, 10. 
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Thus faith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
Iſrael, Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name, 
thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee ; 
and through the rivers they ſhall not overflow thee ; when thou walkeſt through 
the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither {hall che flame kindle upon thee : for 
1 am the Lord thy God, the holy One of Iſrael thy Saviour“. And a man ſhall 
be a hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt 5 as rivers of 
water in a dry place, as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land“. 


Sz CT. 2. Feſus aſſures his diſciples of his conſtant preſence to this end, 


We .cTc.. oa 4 PF” , 


Jzsvs ſent forth the twelve, and commanded them, ſaying, Behold, I ſend 

you forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves; be ye therefore wile as ſerpents, and 

| harmleſs as doves, But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to the 
© councils, and they will ſcourge you in their ſynagogues. And ye ſhall be 
brought before governors and kings for my fake, for a teſtimony againſt them, 
and the Gentiles *. - But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or 
what ye ſhall ſpeak ; for it ſhall be given you in that ſame hour what ye ſhall 
ſpeak, For it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father that ſpeaketh 
in you. The diſciple is not above his maſter, nor the ſervant above his lord. 


It is enough for the diſciple that he be as his maſter, and the ſervant as his lord; 


if they have called the maſter. of the houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall 
they call them of his houſchold e. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto you, that 
= ye ſhould not be offended. They ſhall put you out of the ſynagogues ; yea the 
time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, will think that he doth God ſervice 4. 
And I ſay unto you, my friends, Be not afraid of them that Kill the body, and 
=> after that, have no more that they can do: But IL will forewarn you whom you 

hall fear; Fear him, who after he hath killed, hath power to caſt into hell; 
yea I ſay unto you, fear him. Are not five ſparrows ſold for two farthngs, and not 
one of them is forgotten before God? Bur even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbred, Fear not therefore ; ye are of more value than many ſparrows*. My 
ſheep hear my voice, and 1 know them, and they follow me; and I give unto 
them eternal life; and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out 
of my hand, My Father who gave them me is greater than all; and none is a- 


ble 


Ila. xliii. r, 2, 3. = Iſa. xxXil. 2. 
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ble to pluck them ont of my Father's hand t. All power is given to me in heaven, 
and in earth, and lo, Iam with you always even unto the end of the world s, + 


SECT. 3z. The hopes of the people of God for direction, aſſiſtance, ani 
ſupply. 


I wiLL lift my eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help 
cometh from the Lord, who made heaven and earth“. The Lord God will help 
me; therefore ſhall I not be confounded ; therefore have I ſet my face like z 
flint, and I know that I ſhall not be aſhamed. He is near that juſtifieth me; 
Who will contend with me? Behold the Lord will help me; Who is he that 
ſhall condemn me »? For the Lord will not caſt off his people, neither will he 
forſake his inheritance. But judgment fhall return unto righteouſneſs ; and all 
the upright in heart ſhall follow it ©. He will keep the feet of his ſaints 4, He 
will fulfil the deſire of them that fear him; he alſo will hear their cry, and wil 
fave theme. For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield; the Lord will give grace 
_and glory ; no good thing will he with-hold from them that walk uprightly!, 
1he meek will he guide in judgment; and the meek will he teach his way! 
The ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will ſhew them hi 
covenant ®, Righteouſneſs ſhall go before him, and ſhall ſet us in the way of hi 
ſteps i. The ſteps of a good man are ordered by the Lord; and he delightcth 
in his way. Though he fall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt down; for the Lom 
upholdeth him with his hand *. The ſalvation of the righteous is of rhe Lord; 
he is their ſtrength in the time of trouble: And the Lord ſhall help them, and 
deliver them ; he ſhall ſave them, becauſe they truft in him*. The righteous 
alſo ſhall hold on his way; and he that hath clean hands, ſhall be ſt ronger and 
ſtronger . The righteous ſhall flouriſh like the palm-tree ; he ſhall grow lik 
a cedar in Lebanon. Thoſe that be planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall flow 
riſh in the courts of our God. They ſhall ſtill bring forth fruit in old age; 
they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing a. For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is on 
Lawgiver, the Lord is our King; he will fave us'. The God of Iſrael is be 
that giveth ſtrength and power unto his people . Truſt in him at all times, 9c 
people; pour out your heart before him 2. Truft in the Lord with all thine 


hea 
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heart; and lean not unto thine own underſtanding. In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge him, and he ſhall direct thy paths“. For the preparations of the heart in 
man, and the anſwer of the tongue, is from the Lord". 


Sx CT. 4. Promiſes of God heretofore given to this purpoſe. 


FrAk not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael; I will help thee, ſaith 
the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Ifracl *, Fear thou not, for I 
am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for I am thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee, 


S meſs e. Strengthen ye the weak hands, confirm the feeble knees. Say un— 
do them that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, fear not; behold your God will 
come with vengeance ; even God with a recompence, he will. come, and ſave 
you ©, But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me. Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſ- 
ſion on the ſon of her womb ? yea, they may forget; yet will I not forget thee. 
Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continual- 
iy before me 4. For thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, as a ſhepherd ſeeketh out 
J | his flock in the day that he is among his ſheep that are ſcattered, ſo will I ſeek 
out my ſheep *. I will feed my flock, and I will cauſe them to lye down, faith 

the Lord God, I will ſeek that which was loft, and bring again that which was 

driven away, and will bind up that which was broken, and will ſtrengthen that 

which was ſick fo And I will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall feed 
them, even my ſervant David; he ſhall feed them, and he ſhall be their ſhep- 
herd; and I the Lerd will be-their God, and my ſervant David a prince among 
them . 

Iwill bring the blind by a way that they knew net, I will lead them in paths 
that they have not known I will make darkneſs light berore them, and crook- 
cd things {traight. Theſe things will I do unto them, and not forſake them», 
| will pour water upon him that is thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground: I 


they ſhall ſpring up as among the graſs, as willows by the water-courſes i, 
Why ſayeſt thou, O Jacob, and ſpeakeſt, O Iſrael, My way is hid from the 
Lord, and my judgment is paſſed over-from my God? Haſt thou not known? 
Haft thou not heard, that the Everlaſting God, the Lord, the -Creator of 
the ends of the earth fainteth not, neither is weary ? There is no ſearch- 
ing of his underſtanding *. He giveth power to the faint ; and to them that 


C 0 have 


Prov. iii. 3, 6. t Prov. xvi. 1. 


$4 Ia. xli. 14. v Ia. xli. 10. IA. xxxv. 3, 4. d Iſa. xlix. 14, 1 5, 16, 
* Ezck. xxxiv. 11, 12, f Ezek. xxxiv. 1 5, 16, 8s Ezek, XXxiv. 23, 24. b Iſa. xlii, 16. 
Ila. xliv. 3, 4. * Iſa. xl. 27, 28. 


yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righte- | 


will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine offspring; and 
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have no might, he increaſeth ſtrength : Even the yauths ſhall faint and be wez. 
ry, and the young men ſhall utterly fall. But they that wait upon the Lord ſhy} 
renew their ſtrength; they+ſhall mount up with wings as eagles ; they ſhall run 
and not be weary ; and they ſhall walk, and not faint “. | 


SECT. 5. Feſus aſſures his diſciples of theſe heavenly benefits, 


ABI DE in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit ot itſelf, ex- 
cept it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the 
vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth in me, and J in him, the ſan: 
bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. As the Father 
hath loved me, ſo have I loved you; continue ye in my love a. If a man loy: 
me, he will keep my words; and my Father will love him; and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him d. I have yet many things to ſay un. 
to you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſch; 
he ſhall gloriſy ine; for he ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew-it unto you, 

Theſe words {pake Jcſus, and lift up his cycs to heaven, and faid, Father, ! 
have manifeſted thy name unto the men which thou gaveſt me cut of the world! 
For I have given unto them thy words, which thou gavelt me; and they ha: 
received them. I pray for them; I pray not for the world, but for them whic 
thou haſt given me, for they are thine . Holy Father, keep through thine ou: 
name thoſe whom thou haſt given me; that they may be one, as we are. I pr: 
not that thou ſhouldſt take them out of the world; but that thou ſhouldit keey 
them trom the evil f. O Righteous Father, the world hath not known thee; 
but I have known thee ; and theſe have known that thou haſt ſent me. And! 
have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it; that the love where 
with thou haſt loved me, may be in them, and J in them s. 


S Ec r. 6. That through Chriſt they ſball overcome the world. 


Grace be to you, and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; who gave himſelt for our fins, that he might deliver us from this preſent 
evil world, according to the will of God and our Father . Whatſoever | 
born of God overcometh the world ; and this 1s the victory that overcomeil 
the world even our faith, Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 

| belicyct 


1 Iſa. xl. 29, 30, Zt. 


$ 3. Jolm xv. 4, 5, 9. d John xiv. 23. e John xvi. 12, 13, 14. 
John xvii. 8, 9. f John xvii. 11, 15. 2 John xvii. 25, 26. 


8 6. a. Cal, i. 37 4. 
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believeth that Jeſus is the Son of God >. Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome; becauſe greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 
= r,corld ©; and of his fulneſs have all we received, and grace for grace dl. There- 
fore, my brethren, be careful for nothing ; but in every thing by prayer and 
ſupplication with thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made known unto God, and 
the peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding ſhall keep your hearts and 
minds through Chriſt Jeſus . Caſt all your care upon him; for he careth 
my you f, Let your converſation be without covetouſneſs, and be content 
with ſuch things as ye have; for he hath ſaid, Iwill never leave thee, nor 


© forſake thee. So that we may boldly ſay, the Lord is my helper, and I will not 
g fear what man ſhall do unto mes. 


SEC rr. 7,—Shall be ſupported in temptation. 


My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ; know- 
ing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have 


her perfect work; that ye may be perfect, and entire, wanting nothing *, Now 


for a ſeaſon, if need be, ye are in heavineſs through manifold temptations, that 
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that periſheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glo- 


14 rh at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt . The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 


godly out of temptation . There hath no temptation taken you but ſuch as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted a- 

boxe that ye are able; but will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, 
that ye may be able to bear it a. Seeing then that we have a great High Prieſt, 
that is paſſed into the heavens, Jeſus the Son of God; let us hold faſt our profeſ- 
ſion, for we have not an High Prieſt who cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without 
ſin . For in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren; that 
She might be a merciful and faithful High Prieſt in things pertaining to God; 


for in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted ; he is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted !. 


SE CT. 8.—Shall be made conquerors over Satan. 


Tux Lord God ſaid unto the ſerpent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art 
; urſed above all cattle, and above every beaſt of the field. And I will put en- 


C c 2 mity 
*r Johm v. 4, 5. © 1 John iv. 4. 4 John i. 16. Phil. iv. 1, 6, 7. 
1 Pet. v. . 1 Heb. xiii. 5, 6. | 
is = * 7: James i. 2, 3 4. d Pet. i. 6, 7. e 2 Pet. ii. 9. 41 Cor. x. 13. 


* Heb. iv. 14, 15, f Heb. ii. 17, 18. 


x —- . 
r ——_— ——k 


204 Of the METHoD of Man's RED EMPHTION. PART III. 


mity between thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed; it 
ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his hee] *, For this purpoſe 
the Son of God was manifeſted, that he might deitroy the works of the 
devil >, Foraſmuch then as the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, he 
alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame 3 that through death he might 
deſtroy him at had the power of death, that is the devil; and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime ſubject to bondope «, 
and having ſpoiled principalities and powers; he made a ſhew of them open. 
ly, trinmphing over them in his crols d. Jherefore my brethren be ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of.the devil. For we wreitle not 
againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt the ru. 
lers of the darknefs of this world, againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withitand in the evil day, and having done all to ſtand ©. Above all taking tic 
ſhield of faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked t. Be ſober, be vigilant ; becauſe your adverſary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about ſecking whom he may devour; whom reſiit ſtedfaſt in the 
faith, knowing that the ſame afflictions are accompliſhed in your brethren that 
are in the world s. Putting on the breaſt- plate of faith and love, and for an hel 
met the hope of ſalvation®. Reſiſt the devil, and he will flee from you!. And 
the God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan.under your feet ſhortly “. 

My grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my {ſtrength is made perfect in weaknc(, 
Moſt gladly therefore will Lrather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Chriſt may reſt upon. me; for when I am weak then am I ſtrong !, I can de 

all things through Chriſt which ſtrengthneth me“. 


SE Cr. g. Aud ſhall be ſuſtained in all their afflictions. 


BEL OVED, think it not ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, which is to try you, 
as though ſome ſtrange thing happened unto you; but rejoice in as much as ye 
are partakers of Chrilt's ſufferings ; that when his glory ſhall be revealed, ye 
may be glad alſo with excceding joy. Wherefore we ſent Timotheus, to e. 
ſtabliſh you, and to comfort you concerning your faith; that no man ſhould be 
moved by theſe afflictions; for yourſelves know, that we are appointed ther- 
unto>, For we who live are alway delivered unto death for Jeſus ſake ; that 
the life alſo of Jeſus might be made manifeſt in our mortal fleſh * For which 


cauſe 
$ 8. Gen. iii. 14, 15. d.r John iii. 8. Heb. ii. 14, 15. 4 Col. ii. 15. 
* Eph, vi. 10,.— 13. f Eph. vi. 16. s 1 Pet. v. 8, 9. b 1 Theſſ, v. 8. 
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cauſe we faint not; but though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more excecding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at 
the things which are ſcen, but at the things which are not ſeen; for the things 
which are ſeen, are temporal ; but the things which are not ſeen are eternal 4, 
And not only ſo, but we glory in tribulations alſo; knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience ; and patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope 
maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in our hcarts by 
| the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us 2. 


E SECT. 10. The joyful hopes and praiſes of the ſaints in their views of the 
= | divine ſupport. 


ur Lord is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want. He maketh me to lie down in 
; green paſtures 3 he leadeth me beſide the ſtill waters. He reſtoreth my ſoul ; 
he leadeth me in the paths of rightcouſneſs for his name's ſake . My ſoul wait 
thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. He only is my rock and 
my ſalvation ; he is my defence, I ſhall not be moved. In God is my ſalvation 
and my glory; the rock of my ſtrength and my refuge is in God“. Truſt in the 
Lord, and do good; ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the land. Delight thyſelf alfo in tlie 
Lord; and he ſhall give thee the deſires of thine heart. Commit thy way un- 
to the Lord; truſt alſo in him; and he ſhall bring it to paſs; and he ſhall bring 
forth thy righteouſneſs as the light, and thy judgment as the noon-day e. 
For the Lord is our defence; and the holy One of Iſracl is our King a. What 
time Lam affraid, I will truſt in thee. When I cry unto thee, then ſhall mine 
enemies turn back; this I know, for God is for mee. In God have! put my 
trait ; 1 will not be affraid what man can do unto mef. For thou haſt deliver- 
cd my ſoul from death; wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may 
walk before God in the light of the living :. Be thou my ſtrong habitation, 
E whereunto I may continually reſort : Thou haſt given commandment to ſave me, 
for thou art my rock, and my fortreſs*. Thou art my hope, O Lord God; thou 
art my truſt from my youth. By thee have I been holden up from the womb; 
mou art he that took me out of my mother's bowels, my praiſe ſhall be conti- 
W nually of theei, O God, be not far from me; O my God, make haſte for my 
8 iclp*. I will hope continually, and will yet 855 thee more and more; my 
mouth ſhall jſhew forth thy righteouſneſs, and thy ſalvation all the day, I will 


80 
2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18, Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. : | 
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go in the ſtrength of the Lord God ; I will make mention of thy righteouſneſ, 
even of thine only. Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths, Lead 
me in truth and teach me; for thou art the God of my ſalvation, on thee do! 
wait all the day v. Conſider mine enemies, for they are many; and they hate 
me with cruel hatred. O keep my foul and deliver me; let me not be aſhamed, 
for I put my truſt in thee. Let integrity and e preſerve me; for 
wait on thee®. Let thine hand help me, for I have choſen thy preceptse. 
Behold God is my falvation ; I will truſt and not be affraid ; for the Lord Je- 
hovah is my ſtrength and my ſong, he alſo is become my ſalvation ?. I am con- 
tinually with thee ; thou haſt holden me by my right hand. Thou ſhalt guide 
me with thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee, My fleſh and 
my heart failethz but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for eyer!, 


III.“ The power of Jeſus is diſplayed in conquering death, and giving eternal 
„ life to his followers.”? 


* 


Sr cr. 1. Eternal life fully revealed by our Lord Jeſus. 2. He comforts his 
diſciples with this glorious proſpect. 3. The viſion of John relative to theſe 
bliſsful objects of hope. 4. Theſe divine bleſſings preached by the apoſtles a 
the gift of God thro” Jeſus Chriſt. 5. Urged as incitements to obedience, 
patience, thankſgiving and ſtedfaſtneſs. 6. John's viſion of the glory of the 
heavenly ſtate, 


SECT. 1, Eternal life fully revealed by our Lord Feſus. 


H O hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the goſpel . Jeſus ſaid, Labour not for the meat which periſh: 
eth, bur for that meat which endureth unto everlaſting life, which the Son of 
man ſhall give unto you; for him hath God the Father ſealed v. Then ſaid they 
unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, I am 
the bread of life; he that cometh to me ſhall never hunger; and he that belie- 
veth on me, ſhall never thirſt ?. For I came down from heaven, not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that ſent me; and this is the Father's 
will who hath ſent me, that of all which he hath given me, I ſhould 
loſe nothing. And this is the will of him that ſent me, that every one 
who 


1 Pſal. Ixxi. 14, 15, 16. m Pal. xxv. 4, 5. | ® Pſal. xxv. 19, 20, 21. * Pal. cxix. 173 
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who ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlaſting life ; and I will 
raiſe him up at the laſt day 4, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that believeth 
on me hath everlaſting life. I am that bread of life ©. Your fathers did car 
* manna in the wilderneſs, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down 
from heaven, that a man may cat thereof and not die. I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread he ſhall live forever; and 
the bread that I will give is my fleſh which I will give for the life of the world f. 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, Except you eat the fleſh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoſo eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my 
E& blood hath eternal life. For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink in- 
S deeds, As the living Father hath ſent me, and I live by the Father; ſo he that 
cateth me, even he ſhall live by me; he that eateth of this bread ſhall live for 
ever b. From that time many of his diſciples went back, and walked no more 
with him. Then ſaid Jeſus unto the twelve, Will ye alſo go away? Then Si- 
mon Peter anſwered him, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the words of 
eternal life. And we believe and are ſure that thou art that Chriſt, the Son of 

the living God i, 

As the Father raiſeth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even ſo the Son 
quickeneth whom he will “. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not 
come into condemnation ; but is paſſed from death unto life. Verily, verily, I 

ay unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead ſhall hear the, 
voice of the Son of God; and they that hear ſhall live. For as the Father hath 
fe in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son to have life in himſelf i. Marvel not 
at this; for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves ſhall hear 
his voice, and ſhall come forth; they that have done good unto the reſurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil unto the reſurrection of damnation”. Then 
ſuall appear the ſign of the Son of man in heaven; and then ſhall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn, and they ſhall ſee the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And he ſhall ſend his angels with a great 
ſound of a trumpet, and they ſhall gather together his elect from the four winds 
from one end of heaven to the other . When the Son of man ſhall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then ſhall he fit upon the throne of his. 
glory. And before him ſhall be gathered all nations ; and he ſhall ſeparate them 
from one another, as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the goats; and he ſhall 
{et the ſheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left, Then ſhall the king ſay 
unto them on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the king- 


dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. Then ſhall the righ- 
teous- 


: 900 2 38, 39, o. John vi. 47, 48. John vi. 49, 50, 57. xs John vi. 53, 54 85. 
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teous ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their Father ?. For they are equal 


unto the angels, and are the children of God, being the children of the reſur- 
rection 3; 


SECT. 2. He comforts his diſciples with this glorious proſpect. 


Hes that loveth his life ſhall loſe it; and he that hateth his life in this world, 
{hall keep it unto life eternal. If any man ſerve me let him follow me; and 
where I am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant be; if any man ſerve me, him will my Fe- 
ther honour . Verily I ſay unto you, that ye who have followed me in the re. 
generation, when the Son of man ſhall ſit on the throne of his glory, ye alſo ſhall 
ſit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael. And every one that 
hath forſaken houſes, or brethren, or ſitters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands for my name's ſake, ſhall receive an hundred fold, and fhall 
inherit everlaſting life >. Fear not, little flock ; for it is your Father's good plex- 
ſure to give you the kingdom *. Let not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in 
God, believe alſo in me. In my Father's houſe are many manſions ; if it were 
not ſo, I would have told you; I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto mylelf ; that 
where I am, there ye may be alſo 9. 

Thele words ſpake Jeſus ; and lift up his eyes to heaven, and ſaid, Father the 


nour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son alſo may glorify thee. As thou haft 
given him power over all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal life to as many 3 


thou haſt given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent e. Father I will that they 
alſo whom thou halt given me, be with me where Jam; that they may behold 


my glory which thou halt given-me ; for thou lovedſt me before the foundation 
of the world t. 


SECT. 3. The viſion of St Fohn, relative to theſe great objects of hope. 


FEAR not; I am the firſt and the laſt; I am he that liveth and was dead; 
and bchold I am alive for evermore; and have the keys of hell and of death". 
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 
midſt of the paradiſe of God o; he ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond death ©. To 


him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna; and will give him a 
| white 


? Matth. xiii. 43. * Luke xx. 36. 
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white ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name written, which no man knoweth, 
ſaving he that receiveth it 4. He ſhall be clothed in white raiment ; and I will 
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confeſs his name before 
my Father, and before his angels ©. Thefe things ſaith he that is holy, he that 
is trae, he that hath the key of David ; he that openeth, and no man ſhutteth, 
and ſhutteth, and no man openeth f, Behold I come quickly; hold that which 
thou haſt, that no man take thy crowns, To him that overcometh will I grant 
to fit with me in my throne; even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down with 
my Father in his throne *.-—Theſe things are written, that ye might believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God; and that believing, ye might have life 


through his name“. 


SECT. 4. Theſe divine bleſſings preached by the apoſtles as the gift of Cod, 
through Teſus Chiriſt. And 


] wouLD not have yon to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
aſleep; that ye ſorrow not, even as others which have no hope, For, if we 
believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him *. For this we ſay unto you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive, and remain until the coming ot the Lord, ſhall not pre- 
vent them which are afleep. For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven 
with a ſhout ; with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God ; and 
the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt ; then we which are alive, and remain, ſhall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and 
ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord b, Now, if Chriſt be preached that he roſe 
from the dead, How ſay ſome among you, that there is no reſurrection of the 
dead ©? If in this life only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt mi- 
ſerable. But now is Chriſt riſen from the dead, and become the firſt fruits of 
them that ſlept: For ſince by man came death, by man came alſo the reſurrec- 
tion of the dead: For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made a- 
lives, That as fin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace reign through 
righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by Jcſus Chriſt our Lord e. And God hath both 
raiſed up the Lord, and will raiſe us up by his own power t. 

But ſome man will ſay, How are the dead raiſed up? and with what body do 
they come ? Thou fool, that which thou ſoweſt is not quickened except it die. 
And that which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not that body which ſhall be; but bare 


4 Rev. ii. 17. Rev. iti. 5, f Rev. iii. 3. s Rev. iii. I, 
> Rev. iii. 21, i John xx. 31. 
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grain, it may chance of wheat, or ſome other grain: But God giveth it a bod 

as it hath pleaſed him; and to every ſeed his own body s. So alſo is the reſur- 
rection of the dead. It is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in incorruption; it is 
ſown in dithonour, it is raiſed in glory; it is ſown in weakneſs, it is raiſcd in 
power; it is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual body. And fo it is writ. 
ten, The firſt man Adam was made a living foul, the laſt Adam was made ; 
quickning ſpirit ® The firſt man is of the earth, earthy ; the ſecond man ij; 
the Lord from heaven i, And as we have born the image of the earthy, we ſhall 
alſo bear the image of the heavenly, Now this I ſay, brethren, That fleſh and 
blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God ; neither doth corruption inherit in. 
corruption. Behold I ſhew you a myſtery ; we ſhall not all fleep, but we {hal 
all be changed ©; in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump, and 
the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be changed. For this cor: 
ruptible muſt put on incorruption, and this mortal muſt put on immortality, 
Then ſhall come to paſs the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in 
victory. O death, where is thy ſting ! O grave, where is thy victory? The 
{ting of death is fin; and the ſtrength of fin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt '. The wages of fin 
is death; but the gift of God 1s eternal life through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord” 
Wherefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, conſider the A- 
poſtle and High Prieſt of our profeſſion Chriſt Jeſus a. Though he were a fon 
yet learned he obedience by the things which he ſuffered; and being made per- 
fect, he became the author of eternal ſalvation untoall them thatobey him o. For it 
became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many ſons unto glory, to make the captain of their ſalvation perfect through ſuf- 
ferings ?. Chriſt being come an High Prieſt of good things to come, by a preat- 
er and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to ſay, not of this 
building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he ci 
tered in once into the holy place; having obtained eternal redemption for us“ 

And for this cauſe he is the mediator of the new teſtament, that by means of 
death, for the redemption of tranſgreſſions, they which are called might reccive 

the promiſe of eternal inheritance *, And as it is appointed unto men once to 

die, but after this the judgment; ſo Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins 0f 
many; and unto them that look for him ſhall he appear the ſecond time without 

ſin unto ſalvation. For the life was manifeſted ; and we have ſcen it, and 

bear witneſs, and ſhew unto you that eternal life which was with the . 

| an 
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and was manifeſted unto us *. - And this is the record, that God hath given to 
us eternal life: and this life is in his Son “. 


St CT. 5. Urged as incitements to obedience, patience, thankſyiving, and 


ſtedfaſineſs. 


Ir is a rightcous thing with God, to recompenſe tribulation to them that 
trouble you; and to vou who are troubled reſt with us, when the Lord J eſus 
ſh:ll be revealed from heaven, with his mighty angels. When he ſhall come 
to be glorified in his ſaints, and admired in all them that believed. The Lord 
is not flack concerning his promiſe ; but the day of the Lord will come as a thict 
in the night; in the which the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and 
the clements ſhall melt with fervent heat, the earth alſo, and the works that are 
therein ſhall be burnt up?. Then ſhall they fee the Son of man coming in a 
cloud, with power and great glory. And when theſe things begin to come to pals, 
then look up, and lift up your heads for your redemption draweth nigh 9. . For 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. When Chriſt who is our life 
ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory ©. And when the chief 
ſhepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away e. 

Sceing then that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of perſons ought 
ye to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs, looking for and haiting unto the 
coming, of the day of God; wherein the heavens being on fire ſhall be diſſolved, 
and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat ? Nevertheleſs we, according to his 
promiſe, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. 
Wherefore, beloved, ſeeing that ye look for ſuch things, be diligent that ye 


may be found of him in peace without ſpot and blameleſs . Let your loins be' 


girded about, and your lights burning; and ye yourſelves like unto men thar 
wiit for their Lord“; in hope of eternal life, which God that cannot lie pro— 
miſed before the world began i, Be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord ; for as much as ye know, that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord ł; by whom alſo we have acceſs by faith unto this grace where- 
in we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God'; that being juſtified by his 
grace; we ſhould be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life“. For 
our converſation is in heaven, from whence alſo we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to 


ſubdue all things unto himſelf “. - 
Dd 2 Bleſſed 
* 1 Johni 2, u 1 John v. 11. 
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Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to hi; 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, ang 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto ſalvation ; ready to be revealed in the laſt time . Be. 
loved, now are we the ſons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; 
but we know that when he {hall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee 
him as he is?. The Spirit itſelt beareth witneſs with our ſpirit that we are the 
children of God : And if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt ; if ſo be that we ſuffer with him, that we may be alſo glorified together, 
For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned 
with fire”; but ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt born which are written in heaven, 
and to God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and tg 
Jeſus the mediator of the new coyenant** Wherefore, we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, a city which hath foundations, whoſe builder and ma. 
ker is God, let us have grace, whereby we may ſerve God acceptably with re- 
verence and godly fear *, Gird up the loins of your mind, be ſober, 
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you, at the 
revelation of Jeſus Chriſt . Give diligence to make your calling and election 
ſure : For if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never fall; for ſo an entrance ſhall be 
miniſt red unto you abundantly, into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt *, | 


SECT. 6. St. Folm's viſion of the glory of the heavenly ſtate. 


BLESSED are they that do his commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city“ 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence forth; yea, faith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, and their works do follow then, 
For they are without fault before the throne of God, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes and palms in their hands 4. They came out of great 
tribulation, and have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood cf 
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and ſerve him dy 
and night in his temple; and he that ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwell among WR 
them. They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the ſun : 


light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne 8 

ſhall N 
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| : fall feed them, and ſhall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God 
1 ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes“. 


. | 
i | 
: 


Of the miniſtry of John, as introducing that of our Lord. | 
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SECT. 1. The teſtimony of John the Baptiſt concerning Jeſus, 2. The cha- 
rater given of him by our Lord. 3. His impriſonment and death, h 


SECT. 1. The teſtimony of John the Baptiſt concerning Jeſus. 


No in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Cæſar, Pontius Pilate be- 
: N ing governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his bro- 


1 ther Philip tetrarch of Iturea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lyſanias the 
8 tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high prieſts, the word of God 
came unto John the ſon of Zacharias in the wilderneſs. And he came unto all 
the country about Jordan, preaching the baptiſm of repentance for the remiſſion 
of ſins; as it is written in the book of the words of Eſaias the prophet, ſaying, The 
voice of one crying in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make his 
paths ſtraight. Every valley ſhall be filled, and every mountain and hill ſhall be 
brought low ; and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight; and the rough ways ſhall 
be made ſmooth; and all fleſh ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God*. And ſaying, Re- 
Spent ye, for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand d. Then went out to him Jeru- 
ſalem and all Judea, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of 
him in Jordan, confeſſing their ſins. But when he ſaw many of the Phariſees 
and Sadducees come to his baptiſm, he ſaid unto them, O generation of vipers ! 
ho hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore 

fruits meet for repentance. © And as the people were in expectation, and all 
men muſing in their hearts of John, whether he were the Chriſt or not? John 
3 anſwered ſaying unto them all a. I indeed baptize you with water unto repen- 
France; but he that cometh after ine is mightier than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not 
Worthy to bear; he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire. 

E hoſe fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his 
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wheat into the garner ; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire, 
Then cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of hin 
But John forbad him, ſaying, I have need to be baptized of thee; and comet 
thou to me? And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him, Suffer it to be fo now; e, 
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, Then he ſuffered him. And I 
ſus, when he was baptized, went up ſtraight way out of the water; and lo, tie 
heavens were opened unto him, and he ſaw the ſpirit of God deſcending like , 
dove, andiighting npon him. And lo a voice from heaven, ſaying, This is my 
beloved fon in whom I am well pleaſede. 

John bare witneſs of him; and cricd, ſaying, This was he of whom I pike, 
He that cometh after me, is preferred before me, for he was betore me. Andot hi; 
fulncls have we all received and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moſe 
but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. No man hath ſeen God at any time; ihe 
only begotten fon, who is in the boſom of the Father, he hath dechireu him. Andtli 
is the record of John, when the Jews ſent prieſts and Levites from Jeruſalem, u 
aſk him, Who art thou? And he confeſſed, and denied not, but conteſſed, I in 
not the Chriſt. And they aſked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And be 
ſaith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? and he anſwered, No. Then ſaid the; 


unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an anſwer to them that ſent ws; 
what ſayeſt thou of thyſelf? He ſaid, J am the voice ot one crying in the wild: 


neſs, make ſtraight the way of the Lord; as ſaid the prophet Efaias. And the 
which were ſent were of the Phariſces. And they aſked him, and ſaid unto hin, 
Why baprizelt thou then, if thou be not that Chriſt, nor Elias, neither that pie 
phet ? John anſwered them faying, I baptize with water; but there ſtandeti; ors 
among you, whom ye know not; he it is who coming after me is preferred be 
fore me, whoſe ſhoes latchet I am not worthy to unlooſe. Theſe things wet 
done in Bzthabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing f. 

The next day John ſaw Jeſus coming unto him; and ſaith, behold the Lambs. 
God which taketh away the fin of the world. This is he of whom J faid, Afic 
me cometh a man who is preferred before me, And I knew him not; but tha 
he ſhould be made manifeſt to Iſracl, therefore am I come baptizing with wat! 
And John bare record, ſaying, I ſaw the Spirit deſcending from heaven like ! 
dove, and it abode upon him. And I knew him not; but he that ſent me @ 
baptize with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, upon whom thou ſhall ſee the pin 
deſcending and remaining on him, the ſame is he who baptizeth with the Ho) 
Gholt ;and I ſaw, and bare record, that this is the fon of God. Again the nd 
day aſter, John ſtood and two of his diſciples, and looking upon Jeſus a8 I 
walked, he faith, Behold the Lamb of God. And the two diſciples heard nin 
ſpeak, and they followed J eſuss. 


: | Aﬀte! 
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After theſe things came Jeſus and his diſciples into the land of Judea ; and 


there he tarried with them and baptized. And John allo was baptizing in Enon, 
near to Salim; becauſe there was much water there: And they came and were 
© baptized o. Then there aroſe a queſtion between ſome of John's diſciples and 
© the Jews, about purifying. And they came unto John, and faid unto him, Rab- 
bi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou bareſt witneſs; behold, 
© the ſame baptizeth, and all men come unto him. John anſwered and ſaid, a man 
en receive nothing except it be given him from heaven. Ye yourſelves 
- bear me witneſs, that I ſaid, I am not the Chriſt; but that I am ſent before him. 
: He that hath the bride, is the.bridegroom ; but the friend of the bridegroom, who 
ſtandeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly becauſe of the bridegroom's voice; 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled. He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe. He 
© that cometh from above, is above all; he that is of the earth is earthly; and 
: ſpeaketh of the earth; he that cometh From heaven 1s above all. And what he 
*h ith ſeen and heard, that he teſtifieth; and no man receiveth his teſtimony. He 


© that hath received his teſtimony, hath {et to his ſeal that God is true. For he 
hom God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the words of God; for God giveth not the Spirit 
by mcaſure unto him. He that believeth on the Som: hath everlaſting life; and 
pe. chat believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſce life; but the wrath of God abideth. 


SECT. 2. The charader given of him by our Lord. 


* Now, when John had heard in the priſon the works of Chriſt, he ſent two of 
his diſciples, and ſaid unto him, Art thou he that ſhould come, or do we look tor 
another? And in that ſame hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, 
and of evil ſpirits; and unto many that were blind he gave ſight. Then Jctus 
anſwering, {aid unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have 
een and heard; how that the blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanſed, 

the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed, to the poor the goſpel is preached Þ, And, 


| hen the meſſengers of John were departed, he began to ſpeak unto the people 
oncerning John, What went ye out into the wilderneſs for to ſee? A reed ſha- 


Men with the wind? But what went ye out for to ſee? A man clothed in ſoft 


iment? Behold they who are gorgeoully apparelled, and live delicately, are 
Vikings courts. But what went ye out for to ſee? A prophet ; yea, I ſay un- 
you, and much more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, Be- 
hold I ſend my meſſenger before thy face, who ſhall prepare thy way before 


ec: For I ſay unto you, Among thoſe that are born of women, there is not a 


greater 
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greater prophet than Juhn the baptiſt; but he that is leaſt in the kingdom gf 
God, is greater than he ©, And, from the days-of John the baptiſt, until now, 
the kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, and the violent take it by force, 
For all the prophets, and the law, propheſied until John: And if ye will receive 
it, this is Elias which wes for to come, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear, 
And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, juſtified God, being ba 
tized with the baptiſm ot John. But the Phariſees and lawyers rejected thy 
courſel of God againſt themſelves, being not baptized of him. And the Log 
ſaide, Verily 1 ſay unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go into the King- 
dom of God before you : For John came unto you in the way of righteoufnel;, 
and ye believed him not; but the pablicans and the harlots believed him. And 
ye, when ye had ſeen it, repented not afterwards, that ye might believe hin: 
Whereunto ſhall I liken the men gf this gene ration? and to what are they like! 
They are like unto children fitting in the market-place, and calling one to aro- 
ther, and ſaying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced ; we hare 
mourned to you, and ye have not wept : For John the baptiſt came neithe; 
cating bread, nor dripking wine; and ye ſay, He hath a devil. The Son of mar 
is come cating, and drinking, and ye ſay, Behold a gluttonous man, and a wine. 
bibber, a friend of publicans and ſinners. But wiſdom is juſtified of all her chil 
drens. 


SECT. 3. His impriſonment and death. 


HERop ſent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in priſon for Ie 
rodias fake, his brother Philip's wife; for he had married her. For John had 
ſaid unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. There 
fore Herodias had a quarrel againſt him, and would have killed him; but fhe 
could not. For Herod feared John; knowing that he was a juſt man, and a 
holy; and obſerved him; and when he heard him, he did many things, and 
heard him gladly. And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on hi 
birth-day made a ſupper to his lords, high captains, and. chief eſtates of Galilee: 
And when the daughter of the ſaid Herodias came in, and danced, and plealcl 
Herod, and them that fat with him, the king ſaid unto the damſel, Aſk of me 
whatſoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. And he ſware unto her, VWhit- 
ſoever thou wilt aſk of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom“ 


And ſhe went forth, and ſaid unto her mother, What ſhall I aſk ? and the ſaid, 
| The 


© Luke vii. 24,—28, 4 Matth. xi. 12,—173. Luke vii. 29,31, 7 Matth. Xi. 31, 32 
s Luke vii. 31,—35. 


$ 3, Mark vi. 19,23. 
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The head of John the baptiſt. And ſhe came in ſtraight way with haſte unto 
the king, and aſked, ſaying, I will that thou pive me by and by, in a charger, 
| the head of John the baptiſt, And the king was exceeding ſorry ; yet, for his 
E oath's ſake, and for their ſakes which ſat with him, he would not reject her, 
And immediately the king ſent an executioner, and commanded his head to be 
brought; and he went and beheaded him in priſon, and brought his head in a 
© charger, and gave it to the damſel; and the damſel gave it to her mother. And 
© when his diſciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpſe, and laid it in a 
© tomb >. When Jeſus heard of it, he departed thence by ſhip into a deſart place . 
And his diſciples aſked him, ſaying, Why ſay the Scribes that Elias mutt firſt 
= come? And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, Elias truly ſhall firſt come, and 
£ reſtore all things; but I ſay unto you, that Elias is come already, and they knew 
him not, but have done unto him whatſoever they liſted : Likeways ſhall alſo 
the Son of man ſuffer of them. Then the * underſtood, that he ſpake 
unto them of John the baprilt *, 


E e F 


» Mark vi. 24 — 29. * Matth, xiy. 13. 4 Matth. xvii. 10,13. 
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C H A. P. VI. 


F the miniſtry f our Lord upon earth. 


Sz CT. 1. The baptiſm of our Lord, and his temptations in the wildernek, 
2. His entry on his miniſtry, when he publicly aſſerted his divine miſſion, 
and that he was the Meſſiah promiſed to the fathers. 3. In proof of this, he 
ſhewed that the ſecrets of hearts were known to him. 4.—That he had 

power over nature. $5.—Over all manner of diſeaſes.  6,—Over evil ſpirits, 
7.—And over death. 8.—That futurity lay open to him. 9. To theſe 
mighty things, that ſhewed themſelves in him, he appealed, as ſo many exi- 
dences of his divine miſſion. 10. He likeways appealed: to the propheſies that 
went before concerning him. 11. His devotion to God, his love to mankind, 
and the purity and excellency of his life and manners. 12. His laborious di- 

- ligence in the exerciſe of his miſſion, and the manner of his teaching, 13, 
His compaſſionate concern even for thoſe who rejected him. 14. His poverty, 
and the reproach and hatred that came upon him. 15. His courage and reſo- 
Jution in exerciſing his authority, aſſerting his own character, and diſregard- 
ing the threats of his enemies. 16. He is betrayed by Judas Iſcariot. 17. 
He inſtitutes the ſacrament of his ſupper. 


SECT, 1. The baptiſm of our Lord, and his temptations in the wilderneſs. 


OHN did baptize in the wilderneſs, and preach the baptiſm of repentance, 

for the remiſſion of fins. And there went out unto him all the land of Ju- 
dea, and they of Jeruſalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, 
confeſling their ſins*. Then cometh Jeſus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, 
to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, ſaying, I have need to be baptized 
of thee, and comeſt thou to me? And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto him, Suffer it 
to be ſo now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteouſneſs. Then he ſufter- 
ed him. And Jeſus, when he was baptized, went up ſtraightway out of the 
water“; and praying, the heaven was opened; and the Holy Ghoſt deſcended 
in a bodily ſhape, like a dove, upon him; and a voice came from heaven, which 
ſaid, Thou art my Beloved Son, in thee I am well pleaſed . And Jeſus being 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into 


the wilderneſs ; being forty days tempted of the devil: And in thoſe days he did 
eat 


$r,, „Mark 1. 4% » Match. iii, 13,-16, « Luke iii. 21, 22. 
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eat nothing; and when they were ended, he afterwards hungred. And the de- 
vil ſaid unto him, It thou be the Son of God, command this ſtone that it be 
made bread. And Jeſus anſwered him, ſaying, It is written, that man ſhall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word of God, And the devil taking him up 
into an high mountain, ſhewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a mo- 
ment of time. And the devil ſaid unto him, All this power will I give thee, and 

the glory of them; for that is delivered unto me, and to whomſoever I will, I 

ive it. If thou therefore wilt worſhip me, all ſhall be thine, And Jeſus an— 
ſwered and ſaid unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: For it is written, Thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. And he brought 
| © him to Jeruſalem, and ſet him on a pinacle of the temple, and faid unto him, If 

EZ thou be the Son of God, caſt thyſelf down from hence: For it is written, He 

mil give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee ; and in their hands they 

im Il bear thee up, leſt at any time thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. And Jeſus 
anſwering, ſaid unto him, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God, And when 
the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a ſeaſon 4. 

And behold angels came, and miniſtred unto him“. 

3 —in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren ; that he 
might be a merciſul and faithful High Prieſt in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the ſins of the people: For in that he himſelf hath 

| ſuffered, being tempted, he is able to ſuccour them that are tempted 7. For 

we have not an High Pricſt which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in- 

WE firmities ; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without ſin 2. The 

Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations “. 


f | 5 SECT. 2. His entry on his miniſtry, when he publicly aſſerted his divine 
4 miſſion ; and that he was the Meſſiah promiſed unto the fathers. 


Axp Jeſus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee 5 and there went 
out a fame of him through all the region round about. And he taught in their 
ſynagogues, being glorified of all, And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up; and, as his cuſtom was, he went into the ſynagogue on the 
Sabbath. day, and ſtood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the 


place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; becauſe he hath 
anointed me to preach the goſpel to the poor; he hath ſent me to heal the bro- 
ken-hearred, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of ſight to 
Ee 32 the 

Luke iv 1,—13, 0 Matth. iv. 11. t Heb. ii. 17, 18, t Heb. iv. 15+ 

* 2 pet. ii. 9. 
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book of the prophet Eſaias; and when he had opened the book, he found the 
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the blind; to ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed ; to preach the acceptable Year 
of the Lord. And he cloſed the book, and he gave it again to the minilter, 
and fat down; and the eyes of all them that were in the ſynagogue were fat. 
ned on him. And he began to ſay unto them, This day is this ſcripture tulfilleq 
in your ears. And all bare him witneſs, and wondered at the gracious word, 
which procceded out of his mouth », 


SECT. 3: In procf of this, he ſhewed that the e of hearts were 


known to him. 


Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and ſaith unto lin, 
Follow me. Philip findeth Nathanael, and faith unto him, We have found him 
of whom Moſes in the law and the prophets did write, Jeſus of Nazareth, th; 
Son of Joſeph. And Nathanael ſaid unto him, Can there any good thing con 
out of N.zureth ? Philip faith unto him, Come and fee. - Jeſus ſaw Nathunud 
coming to him, and faith of him, Behold an Iſraclite indecd, in whom is nc 
guile. Nathanael ſaith unto him, Whence knowelt thou me? Jeſus an{werdd 

and ſaid unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou waſt under the 
fig tree, I faw thee. Nathanael anſwered and faith unto him, Rabbi, Thou ar 
the Son of God, thou art the King of Iſrael] “. Jeſus knew all men, and necded 
not that any ſhould teſtify of man; for he knew what was in man d. For Jeſs 
knew from the beginning, who they were that believed not, and who ſhould 
berray him, And he ſaid unto the twelve ©, Have not I choſen you twelve, 
and one of you is a devil? Verily, verily 1 fay unto you, that one of you 
ſhall betray me © #. For the word of God is quick and powerful, and ſharper 
than any two-edged ſword, piercing, even to the dividing aſunder of ſou 
and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts an! Wl 
intents of the heart: Neither is there any creature that is not maniteſt in his 
fight ; but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom w: Wi = 
have to dof. 


SECT. 4.—That he had power over nature, 


Now it came to paſs on a certain day, that he went into a ſhip with his diſci- 


ples; and he ſaid unto them, Let us go over unto the other ſide of the lake; 
| and 
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d Luke iv. 17,—22: 


£3 * John i. 43,—49. b John ii. 24, 25. John vi. 64, 65, 67. a John vi. 6 
Jolm xiii, 21. f Heb. iv. 12, 13. : 


* His interview with the woman of Samaria is another proof of his omniſcience, Jobn iv. 29, 
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and they launched forth *. And there were alſo with him other little ſhips, 


And there aroſe a great ſtorm of wind, and the waves beat into the ſhip, ſo that 


it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ſhip, aſleep on a pillow ; 
| and they awake him, and fay unto him, Mutter, careſt thou not that we peril: ? 
EE Ani he aroſe, and rebuked the wind, and ſaid unto the ſea, Peace, be thou itil], 
And the wind ceaſed, and there was a great calm. And he faid unto them, Why 
are ye ſo fearful ? How is it that ye have no faith ! And they feared cxcceding— 
ly ; and ſaid one to another, What manner of man 1s this, that even the wind 
and the ſca obey him » 2 


F „ 


SECT, 5. — Over all manner of diſeaſes. 


Axp Jeſus went about all Galilee, teaching in their ſynagogues, and preacl- 
ing the goſpel of the Kingdom, and healing all manner of ſickneſs, and all man- 
ner of diſcaſe among the people. And his fame went throughout all Syria ; and 
they brought unto him all ſick people that were taken with divers diſeaſes, aud 
to ments, and thoſe which were poſſctied with devils, and thoſe which were lu— 

W natick, and thoſe that had the pally ; and he healed them. Now, when the 

ſun was ſetting, all -they that had any fick with divers difeaſes, brought them 

& unto him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them», And 
WE orcat maltitudes came unto him, having with them thoſe that were lame, blind, 
BE dunb, maimed, and many others, and caſt them down at Jeſus feet, and he 
hcaled uten, infomuch that the multitude wondered, when they ſaw the dunib 
to ſpcak, the maimed to be whole, the lime to walk, and the blind to ſee; and 
they glorified the God of Iſrael . And John calling unto him two of his diſci- 
WE pics, ſent them unto Jeſus, ſaying, Art thou he that ſhould come, or look we 
for another? And in that ſame hour he cured many of their infirmities and 
ligues, and of evil ſpirits; and unto many that were blind he gave ſight. Then 
ass anſwering, ſaid unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye 
Ie ſcen and heard, how that the blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cdcanſed, the deaf hear, the dead are raiſed, to the poor the goſpel is preached ; 

and bleſſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in me 4. And the people were 
beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed, ſaying, He hath done all things well; he maketh 
both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to ſpeak *. 


| SECT, 
. W 5 4. Luke viii. 22. b Mark iv. 36,—41. 
Ws * | * $ 5. a Matth. iv. 23. 24. b Luke iv. 40. c Matth. XV, 30, 31. 4 Luke vii. 19, 21, 22. 23. 
6 Mark Vil. 37. 
E * His power over nature was likeways diſplayed ** in. feeding five thouſand men, beſides women and 
children, 


with hve Joaves and two little fiſhes, Matth. xiv. 15,—21.” And again, „in feeding four 


q thouſand with ſeven loaves and a few little filbes, Matth. xv. 32,-39%” And, in his walking upon 
- the lea, Math, Av. 22,.—33. 
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SEC r. 6.— Over evil ſpirits. 


—God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with power; 
who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed of the devil; 
For God was with him. And they brought unto him all that were diſcaled, 
and them that were poſſeſſed with devils. And all the city was gathered together 
at the door. And he healed many that were ſick of diverſe diſeaſes, and « alt out 
many devils, and ſuffered them not to ſpeak, becauſe they knew him >, Ang, 
when the even was ceme, they brought unto him many that were poſſeſſed of 
devils ; and he caſt out the ſpirits with his word, and healed all that were lick«, 
And devils alſo came out of many, crying out, and ſaying, Thou art Chriſt the 
Son of God. And he rebuking them, ſuffered them not to ſpeak : For they 
knew that he was Chriſt 9, | 

And, when he had called unto him his twelve diſciples, he gave them power 
againſt unclean ſpirits, to caſt them out; and to heal all manner of ſicknels, nd 
af! manner of diſeaſe . Theſe twelve Jeſus ſent forth, and conimanded them, 
ſaying, Heal the ſick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, caſt out devils : Freely 
ye have received, freely give f“. 


SECT. . And over death. 


Axp bchold there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the ſyn 
gopue ; and he fell down at Jeſus feet, and beſought him that he would come 
into his houſe : For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and 
ſhe lay a-dying *. While he yet ſpake, there cometh one from the ruler of thc 
ſynagogue's houſe, ſaying to him, Thy daughter is dead, trouble not the Maſter, 
But when Jeſus heard it, he anſwered him. ſaying, Fear not, believe only, and 
ſhe ſhall be made whole. And, when he came into the houſe, and all wept and 
bewailed her, but he ſaid, Weep not; ſhe is not dead, but ſleepeth. And they 
laughed him to ſcorn, knowing that ſhe was dead. And he put them all out, 
and took her by the hand, and called, ſaying, Maid, ariſe. And her ſpirit came 
again, and ſhe aroſe ſtraight way; and her parents were aſtoniſhed>. 
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*The power of Jeſus, “ in healing diſcaſes, and caſting out devils,” was ſo often diſplayed i in behalf 
of individuals, that, to quote every inſtance, would ſwell this chapter t. to a great ſize, We have, chere 
fore, confmed ourſelves to general teſtimonies on theſe heads, 
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And it came to paſs, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his 
'Y diſciples went with him, and much people. Now when he came nigh to the gate 
of che city, behold there was a dead man carried out, the only ſon o1 his mother, 
and ſhe was a widow ; and much people of the city was with her. And when 
the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion on her, and ſaid unto her, weep not. And 
he came and touched the bier, and they that bare him ſtood ſtill, and he ſaid, 
& Young man, I ſay unto thee, Ariſe. And he that was dead far up, and began to 
E ſpeak ; and he delivered him to his mother, And there came a fear on all; 
and they glorified God, ſaying, That a great prophet is riſen among us; and that 
2 God hath viſited his people © *. 
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SE cT. 8.— That futurity lay open to him. 


Asp he began to teach them, that the Son of man muſt ſuffer many things, 


: and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief prieſts and ſcribes, and be killed, 
and after three days riſe again. And he ſpake that ſaying openly. And Peter 


took him, and began to rebuke him. But when he had turned about, and look- 


ed on his diſciples, he rebuked Peter, ſaying, Get thee behind me, Satan ; for 
thou ſavoureſt not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men“. 
And they paſſed through Galilee; and he would not that any man ſhould know 
Hit; for he taught his diſciples, and ſaid unto them, The Son of man is deliver- 
ed into the hands of men, and they ſhall kill him, and after that he is killed, he 
mall riſe the third day. But they underſtood not that ſaying, and were afraid to 
WA ak him*. And they were in the way going up to Jerufalem; and Jeſus went 
before them; and they were amazed, and as they followed they were afraid. 
und he took again the twelve, and began to tell them what things ſhould happen 
onto him. Saying, Behold we go up to Jeruſalem, and the Son of man ſhall 
be delivered unto the chief prieſts, and unto the ſcribes; and they ſhall condemn 
Wn to death, and ſhall deliver him to the Gentiles ; and they ſhall mock him, 
and ſhall ſcourge. him, and ſhall ſpit upon him, and ſhall kill him, and the 
bird day he ſhall riſe again ©, The hour is come, that the Son of man ſhould 
3 be glorified, Verily, verily I ſay unto you, except a corn of wheat fall to the 
eround, and die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit“. 
We. Now is the judgment of this world ; now ſhall the prince of this world be caſt our. 
3 : And 


23 © Luke vii. 11.—16. 
= $2. * Mark viii. 31, 32, 33. Mark ix. 30, 31, 322 Mark x. 32,—34. John xii. 23, 24. 


Is The miracle of our Lord in raiſing Lazarus from the dead, is narrated by St. John, with ſo many 
q imporeant circumſtances, that it could not be well abbreviated, nor tranſcribed without exceeding the 
intended bounds, We therefore refer to it. See John xi, 1-46” 
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And l, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he ſaid, 
ſignitying what death he ſhould dice. 

And Jcſus went out, and departed from the temple; and his diſciples came 
to him {or to ſhew him the buildings of the temple. And Jeſus ſaid unto them, 
See ye not all theſe things? Verily I fay unto you, There ſhall not be left hog 
one {tone upon another, that ſhall not be thrown down. And as he fat upon the 
mount of Olives, the diſciples came unto him privately, ſaying, Tell us when 
all theſe things be? And what ſhall be the ſign of thy coming, and of the eng 
of the world? And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them f, When ye ſhall ſee the 
abomination of deſolation ſpoken of by Daniel the prophet, ſtand in the holy 
place, (wholo readeth let him underſtand). Then let them which be in Judez, 
flee to the mountains, Let him which is on the houſe-top, not come down tg 
take any thing out of his houſe ; neither let him which is in the field, return 
back to take his cloaths. And wo unto them that are with child, and to them 
that give ſuck in thoſe days. But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, 
neither on the Sabbath dav ; for then ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not 
ſince the beginning ot the world to this time, no, nor ever ſhall bes. 

And many other ſigns truly did Jeſus in the preſence of his diſciples, which are 
not written in this book. Bur theſe are written, that ye might believe that ſe. 
{us ib the Chriſt the Son of God, and that believing ye might have lite through 
his name ®, And there are alſo many other things which Jeſus did, the which, 
if they ſhould be written every one, I ſuppoſe that even the world itſelf could 
not contain the books that ſhould be written *. 


SECT. 9. To theſe mighty works that ſhewed themſelves in him, he appeal 
ed as ſo many evidences of his divme miſſion. 


— 


Ir I bear witneſs of my ſelf, my witneſs is not true . There is another that 
beareth witneſs of me, and I know that the witneſs which he witneſſeth of me 
is true. Ye ſent unto John, and he bare witneſs unto the truth. But I receive 
not teſtimony from man; but theſe things I ſay that ye might be ſaved. He was 
a burning and a ſhining light; and ye were willing for a ſeaſon to rejoice in his 
light, But I have greater witneſs than that of John; for the works which the 
Father hath given me to finiſh, the ſame works that I do, bear witneſs of me, that 
the Father hath ſent me. And the Father himſelf which hath ſent me, hath 
born witneſs of me Þ, | And 


John xii. 31,—33. f Matth. xxiv. 1,-4, Matth. XXiv. 15,—21. John x. 30% 3C. 
i John xxi. 25. 


90 9. © John v. 31. b John v. 32,.—37. 
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And Jeſus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. Then came the Jews 
round about him, and ſaid unto him, How long doit thou make us to doubt? If 
thou be the Chriſt, tell us plainly. Jeſus anſwered them, I told you, and ye belic- 
ved not; the works that I do in my Father's name, They bear witneſs of mes. 
Ik I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But if I do, though ye be- 
eve not me, believe the works; that ye may know and believe that the Father 
is in me, and I in him“. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me; or elſe believe me for the very works ſake *, | 


e 
— 
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SECT. 10. He alſo appeals to the prophecies that went before concerning 
him. 


13 SEARCH the ſcriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
dre they which teſtify of me. And ye will not come unto me, that ye might 
have life. Do not think that I will accuſe you to the Father; there is one that 
accuſeth you, even Moſes in whom ye truſt, For had ye believed Moſes, ye 
would have believed me; for he wrote of me. But it ye believe not his wri- 
tings, how ſhall ye believe my words?! 
| He ſaid unto the two diſciples going to Emmaus, O fools, and flow of heart to 
& bclicve all that the prophets have ſpoken ! Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered 
E thcſe things, and to enter into his glory? And beginning at Moſes, and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the ſcriptures the things concerning 
himſelt e., And he ſaid unto them, Theſe are the words which 1 ſpoke 
uno you, while I was yet with you, that all things muit be fulfilled which 
were wtitteh in the law of Moſes, and in the prophets concerning me. 
Ihen opened he their underſtanding, that they might underſtand the ſcriptures : 
And hid unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and 


ins, thould be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem, 


SECT, 11. His devotion to God, his love to mankind, and the purity ang 
excellency of his life and manners. 


Wurrs his diſciples prayed him, ſaying, Maſter, eat ; he ſaid 'unto them, I 
hve meat to eat that ye know not of, My meat is to do the will of him that 
lent me, and to finiſh his work *. I can of mine own ſelf do nothing; as 1 hear, 


Ff 1 


* John x. 23, 24, 25. 4 John x. 37, 38. 


e John xiv. rt. 
$19. John v. 39, 40. 


» Jolin v. 45, 46, 47. © Luke xxiv. 25, 26, 27, 4 Luke xziv. 44.—47. 
511, » John iv. 31, 32. 34. | 


to i:ſe from the dead the third day, and that repentance, and remiſſion of 
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judge; and my judgment is juſt ; becauſe I ſeek not mine own will, but the 


will of the Father which hath ſent me *. But that the world may know thy | 


love the Father; and as the Father hath given me commandment, even fo I do- 

I am the good ſhepherd ; the good ſhepherd giveth his lite for the ſheep, 
Jam the good ſhepherd, and know my ſheep, and am known of mine; and! 
lay down my life tor the ſheep, and other ſheep I have, which are not of this 
fold; them alſo I mult bring, and they ſhall hear my voice, and there ſhall be one 
fol, and one ſhepherd. Therefore doth my Father love me, becauſe I lay down 
my life that I mipht take it again, No man taketh it from me, but [ lay 
it down of myſelf; I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it zaine. This commandment have I received of my Father. As the Father 
hath loved me, fo have 1 loved you; continue ye in my love. If ye keep my 
commandments, ye ſhall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father, 
commandments, and abide in his love f. This is my commumdment that ye loye 
one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his triends 8, 

Walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and hath given himſelf for us, an 
Offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour . For ſcarcely for : 
righteous man will one die; yet peradventure for a good man ſome would even 
dare (© die, But God commendeth his love towards us, in that while we were 
yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an example 
that we ſhould follow his ſteps ; who did no fin, neither was guile found in hi 
mouth; who when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffercd he 
threatned not; but committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly *. For 
ſuch an High Prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated fron 
ſinners, and made higher than the heavens !, 


SECT. 12. His laborious diligence in the exerciſe of his miſſion, and the mau. 
ner of his teaching. 


AnD it came to paſs afterward, that he went"through every city and. village, 
preaching and ſhowing the glad ridings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve 
were with him *. And Simon and they that were with him, followed after him. 
And when thev had found him, they ſaid unto him, all men ſeek for thee. 


And he ſaid unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there 
allo; 


John v. 32, e Jolin. xiv. 3: s John x. 11, John x. 14, 18. 
f John av. 9, 10. s John xv. 12, 13. a Eph. v. 2. 1 Rom. v. 7; 8. 
* x pet. ii. 21, 22, 23. 1 Heb, vii. 26, 


$12, Luke viii. 1. 
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alſo ; for therefore came I forth. And he preached in their ſynagogues through. 
out all Galilee, and cait out devils>, And in the day-time he was teaching in 
the temple ; and at night he went out, and abode in the mount that is called the 
mount of Olives, and all the pcople came early in the morning to him in the tem- 
ple for to hear him ©. And when he was come into his own country, he taught 
them in their {ynagogue, inſomuch that they were aſtoniſhed, and {aid, Whence 
hath this man this wiſdom, and theſe mighty works d? And they went into Ca- 
pernaum 3 and ſt raightway on the Sabbath day he entered into the ſynagogue, 
and taught. And they were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine ; for he taught them as 
one that had authority, and not as the Scribes*© ; for his word was with power f, 
And many of the people believed on him, and faid, When Chriſt cometh, will 
he do more miracles than this man hath done? The phariſces heard that the peo- 
ple murmured ſuch things concerning him; and the phariſces and chief prieſts ſent 
officers to take him®, Then came the officers to the chief prieſts and phariſees, 
and they ſaid unto them, Why have ye not brought him ? The oflicers anſwer- 
cd, Never man ſpake like this man *, While the phariſees were gathered to- 
gether, Jeſus aſked them, ſaying, What think ye of Chriſt? Whole ſon is he ? 
They ſay unto him, The fon of David. He faith unto them, low then doth 
David in ſpirit call him Lord; ſaying, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footitool. If then David call 
him Lord, how is he his ſon ? And no man was able to anſwer him a word; nei— 
ther durſt any man, from that day forth, aſk him any more qucitions *, 


SECT. 13. His compaſſionate concern even for thoſe who rejected him. 


Tesvs cried and ſaid , I am come a light into the world, that whoſoever be— 
'\eveth on me, ſhould not abide in darkneſs. And if any man hear my words, and 
believe not, I judge him not; for ] came not to judge the world, but to fave the 
world, He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that jud- 
geth him; the word that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judge him in the laſt day. 
For I have not ſpoken of myſelf ; but the Father which ſent me, he gave me a 
commandment what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak. And I know that his 
commandment is life everlaſting. Wharſoever I ſpeak therefore, even as the Fa- 
ther {uid unto me, ſo I ſpeak d. And he looked round about on them with an— 
ger, being grieved for the hardneſs of their hearts :. O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 
thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unto thee, How of. 
ten would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen gathereth her chickens 


Ff 2 under 
* Mark i. 26,39. Luke xxi. 37, 38. 4 Matth. xiii. 54. e Mark i. 21, 22. 
Luke iv. 32, s John vii. 31, 32. b John vii. 45, 46. Matth. xxii. 4!,—46. 
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under her wings, and ye would not! Behold your houſe is left unto you deſolate. 
For I ſay unto, Ye ſhall not ſee me henceforth, till ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed i. ho 
that cometh in the name of the Lords, And when he was come near, he he. 
held the city, and wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadſt known, even thou, 48 
leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they 
are hid from thine eyes. For the days ſhall come upon thee, that thine enemie; 
{h]] caſt a trench about thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in on exe— 
ry fide, and ſhall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee *, 
and they ſhall fall by the edge of the ſword, and ſhall be led away captive into 
all nations ; and Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the time; 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled t, becauſe thou kneweſt not the time of thy vilitz. 
tion 2. Then {aid Jeſus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do“. 8 


SECT. 14. His poverty, and the reproach and hatred that came upon him. 


AxD a certain ſcribe came, and ſaid unto him, Maſter, I will follow thee 
whitherſoever thou goeſt. And Jeſus ſaith unto him, The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have neſts ; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head * And certain women which had been healed of evil ſpirits, and infirmi- 
ties, Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went ſeven devils, and Joanna the 
wife of Chuza, Herod's ſteward, and Sufanna, and many others minittred unto 

him of their ſubitance d. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
though he was rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor, that ye through his po- 
verty might be rich ©. 

Then was brought unto him one poſſeſſed of a devil, blind and dumb; and he 
healed him, inſomuch that the blind and dumb both ſpake and ſaw. And all 
the people were amazed, and ſaid, Is not this the fon of David ? But when tle 
phariſees heard it, they ſaid, This fellow doth nor caſt out devils, but by Bee: 
zebub the prince of devils. And Jeſus knew their thoughts, and ſaid unto them, 
Every kingdom divided againſt itſelf, is brought to deſolation, and every city ot 
houſe divided againſt itſelf, ſhall not ſtand. And if Satan caſt out Satan, he 1s 
divided againſt himſelf ; how ſhall then his kingdom ſtand *. 2 

And as Jeſus paſſed by, he ſaw a man that was blind from his birth; and Jeſus 
ſpat on the ground, and made clay of the ſpittle, and he anointed the eyes of 
the blind man with the clay, and ſaid unto him, Go, waſh in the poo! of Siloam. 


He went his way therefore, and waſhed and came ſeeing *. They brought to the 
phariſces 


2 Matth. xxiii. 37, 38, 39. * Luke xix. 41, —44+ f Luke xxi. 24. » Luke xix. 44 
n Luke xxiii 34. 


$ 14. © Matth. viii. 9, 20, * Luke vili. 2, 3. 2 Cor. viii. 9. 5 4 Matth. xii. 22 26 


John ix. 1, 3, 6, 7. 
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phariſees him that aforetime was blind; and it was the Sabbath - day when Jeſus 
made the clay and opened his eyes. Then the phariſces aſked him how he had 
received his fight? He faid unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I wath- 
ed, and do ſee. Therefore ſaid ſome of the phariſces, This man is not of God, 
® becauſe he keepeth not the Sabbath-day f. Then again called they the man that 
* vis blind, and ſaid unto him, Give God the praiſe, we know that this man is a 
nner. He anſwered and ſaid, Whether he be a ſinner or no, I know not; one 
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I ſee. Then ſaid they to him a- 
BZ ;ain, What did he to thee? How opened he thine eyes? He anſwered them, 
L have told you already, and ye did not hear it; wherefore would ye hear it a— 
1 gain? Will ye alſo be his diſciples ? Then they reviled him, and ſaid, Thou art 
his diſciple ; but we are Moſes's diſciples. We know that God ſpake unto Mo- 

© {cs ; as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is *, 
If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye 
© were of the world, the world would love his own; but becauſe ye are not of th 
* world, but I have choſen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
E Remember the word that I ſaid unto you, The ſervant is not greater than the 
1 lord >, It is enough for the diſciple that he be as his maſter, and the ſervant as 
his lord; if they have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how much 
: more ſhall they call them of his houſchold i ? If they perſecuted me, they will 
® aliv perſecute you. But all thele things will they do unto you for my name's 
uke, becauſe they know not him that ſent me. If I had not come, and ſpoken 
E unto them, they had not had fin ; but now they have no cloak for their fin. He 
chat hateth me, hateth my Father alſo. If I had not done among them the works 
& which none other man did, they had not had fin; but now they have both ſeen 
und hated both me and my Father *. But this cometh to paſs, that the word 
might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a caule ?, 


Scr. 15. His courage and reſolution in exerciſing his authority, aſſerting 
| his own character, and diſregarding the threats of his enemies. 


Axp they came to Jeruſalem ; and Jeſus went. into the temple, and began to 


c out them that folkd and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
= noncy-changers, and the ſeats of them that ſold doves ; and would not ſuffer 
ay man ſhould carry any veſſel through the temple. And he taught, ſaying 
mo them, Is it not written, my houſe ſhall be called of all nations the houſe of 
WT ycr! but ye have made it a den of thieves*. And as he was walking in the 
= temple, 
John ix. 13,—16. t John ix 24, —29. b John xv. 18, 19, 20. 1 Matth. x. 25. 
* John xv. 20,24. John xv. 25. 
5. 15. * Mark xi. 15, 16, 17. 
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temple, there came to him the chief prieſts, and the ſcribes, and the elders, and 
ſay unto them, By what authority doit thou theſe things? and who gave thee this 
authority to do theſe things? And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, I wili 41; 
aſk of you one queſtion, and anſwer me, and I will tell you by what authority! 
do theſe things. The baptiſm of John, was it from heaven, or of men? And 
they reaſoned with themſcives, ſaying, If we ſhall ſay from heaven, he will ſay, 
Why then did ye not believe him? but if-we ſhall ſay, of men, they feared tl 
people; for all men counted John that he was a prophet indeed. And they ay, 
ſwered and faid unto Jeſus, We cannot tell. And Jeſus anſwering, faith unt 
them, Neither do I tell you by what authority I do theſe things>. Which of yo 
convinceth me of ſin? and it I fay the truth, why do ye not believe mee: 
There came certain of the Phariſces, ſaying unto him, Get thee out and de. 
part hence; for Herod will kill thee. And he faid unto them, Go ye and te 
that fox, Behold I caſt out devils, and I do cures to-day and to-morrow, and tl; 
third day I ſhall be perfected, Nevertheleſs, I mult walk to-day and to-morrgy, 
and the day following; for it cannot ve that a prophet periſh out of Jeruſalcm!, 


SE CT. 16, He is betrayed by Fudas Iſtariot. 


Tux entered Satan into Judas, ſirnamed Iſcariot, being of the number of the 
twelve. And he went his way, and communed with the chief prieſts and cap- 
tains how he might betray him unto them. And ſaid unto them, What will ye 
give me, and I will deliver him unto you? and they covenanted with him to: 
thirty pieces of ſilver. And from that time he ſought opportunity to betray him), 
Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the paſſover mult be killed. And 
he {eat Peter and John, ſaying, Go and prepare us the paſſover that we may ct, 
And they ſaid unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? And he ſaid unto 
them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there ſhall a man meet you, 
bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into the houſe where he entereth in. And 
ye ſhall ſay unto the good man of the houſe, the Matter ſaith unto thee, Where 
is the gucſt-chamber, where 1 ſhall eat the paſſover with my diſciples ? And he 
ſhall ſhow you a large upper-room furniſhed ; there make ready. And they went 
and found as he had faid unto thñem; and they made ready the paſſover e. Nvi 
when the even was come, he fat down with the twelve. And as they did eat, Ie 
faid, Verily I fay unto you, that one of you ſhall betray me. And they were & 
ceeding ſorrowful, and began every one of them to ſay, Lord, js it 1? And 
anſwered and ſaid, He that dippeth his hand with me in the diſh, the fame ſhall 
betray me. The Son of man gocth as it is written of him; but wo unto thil 

mat 


> Mark xi, 27,33... © John viii. 46. 


4 Luke xill. 31, 32, 33. 


9 16, Luke 2x11, 3, 4. | b Matth, xxvi. 15, 16, © Luke xxii. 7,-13 
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man by whom the Son of man is betrayed ; it had been good for that man if 
he had not been born. Then Judas, which betrayed him, anſwered and {aid, 
Muſter, is it 1? He ſaid unto him, Thou haſt ſaid. Now there was leaning on 
& [us boſom, one of his diſciples whom Jeſus loved. Simon Peter therefore beck- 
# 0nd to him, that he ſhould ask who it ſhould be of whom he ſpake. He then 
hing on Jeſus breaſt, ſaith unto him, Lord, who is it? Jeſus anſwered, He it is 
to whom 1 ſhall give a ſop when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the 
4 ſop, he gave it to Judas Iſcariot the ſon of Simon. And after the ſop, Satan enter— 
ed into him. Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, That thou doſt do quickly e. 


S ECT. 17. He inſtitutes the ſacrament of his ſi:pper. 


& Axb as they were eating *, he ſaid unto them, With deſire hive I deſired to 
eat this paſſover with you before I ſuffer. For I ſay unto you, I will not any 
more cat thereof until it be fultilled in the kingdom of God®. And he took bread, 
2 and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, lay ing, This is my body 
u hich 15 given for you; this do in remembrance of me. Likewile alfo the cup 


Jatter {upper ©, ſaying, Drink ye all of it,; for this is my blood of the new teſta- 
ment which is ſhed for many, for the remithon of fins. But I fay unto you, I 
vill not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
Encw with you in my Father's kingdom. And when they had ſung an hymn, they 
went out into the mount of Olives d. For J have received of the Lord that 
which alſo I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 
Wc was betrayed, took bread : And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
d, Take, cat; this is my body which is broken for you: This do in remem— 
brance of me- After the ſame manner alſo, he took the cup when he had ſupped, 
inge, This cup is the new teſtament in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye 
ann it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
Wc, ye do thew the Lord's death till he come“. 


CHAP; 


4 Matth. xxvi. 20, — 25. e John xiii. 23,27. 


| F 17. Matth. xxvi. 26. b Luke xxli. 15, 16. Luke 2211. 19, 20. #4 Matth. xxvi. 27,30, 
© 1 Cor. XI. 23,26. | 


* © In the above chapter, we have been obliged to depart from the rule which has 
been obſerved in all the foregoing chapters, namely, That of quoting at large what 
is contained in the holy ſcriptures concerning their important ſubjects. The mini- 
Dry of our Lord Jeſus, could not be fully laid open without quoting almoſt all that 
te Evangeliſts have recorded. This, however, the compoſer attempted ; but thoſe 
with whom he conſulted, were of opinion, That it would ſwell the volume to too large 
ſie; and therefore, adviſed ſuch a ſketch as might bring to remembrance his di- 
vine miſſion, his mighty acts, the excellency of his life and manners, and the unwor- 
thy entertainment given him by a blind and obſtinate generation. 
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C 
Of the laſt ſufferings of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


SECT. 1, On his intimating his ſufferings to be at hand, Peter vows adherenx 
to him. 2. His agony in the garden. 3. He is betrayed and apprel:en- 6, 
4. Peter denies him. 5. His pretended trial, and his condemnation by C 
phas. 6. Judas Iſcariot's deſpair and death. 7. Our Lord's converſation with 
Pilate, 8. He is ſent by Pilate to Herod. 9. Barabbas preferred to Chi, 
and Pilate's mean and ſinful compliance. 10. The ſufſerings of our Lord : 
the common-hall. 11. He is led along to Calvary, (or Golpgoths). 12. Hi; 
crucifixion, and the remarkable events connected with it. 13 Mis bui. 
14. A watch ſet upon his ſepulchre. 15. Reflexions on this great event, 


SEC r. 1. On his intimating his ſufferings to be at hand, Peter vows adin 
rence to him. 


ND when they had ſung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives, 
Then ſaith Jeſus unto them, All ye ſhall be offended becauſe of me thi 

night; for it is written, I will ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep of the flock (hl 
be ſcattered abroad. But after I am 1ifen again, I will go before you into G. 
lilce *, Simon Peter ſaid unto him, Lord, Whither goeſt thou ? Jeſus anſwer: 
ed him, Whither I go thou canſt not follow me now; but thou ſhalt follow m: 
afterwards. Peter ſaid unto him, Lord, Why cannot I follow thee now? 1 wil 


lay down my life for thy ſake, Jeſus anſwered him, Wilt thou lay down thy lit 
for 


S t. Match. xxvi. c, 3t, 32. 


<« Tt will be probably thought, that his ſympathy with his friends and diſciples, bs 
©« condeſtenſion to them, and affectionate concern for them, ſhould not have been omit- 
ce ted in this chapter. Theſe virtues do indeed ſhine eminently in him. His ſympathy 
« with the weeping ſiſters of Lazarus, groaning in ſpirit, and mingling his tears with 
« theirs, while he was about to raiſe their brother from the dead, ſhews the compaſ\0: 
« ate, as well as the mighty Saviour. (John xi. 32,---44.) The waſhing of his diſcip)ts 
« feet, and his conſolatory diſcourſe to them, recorded in the 14th, 15th, and 16th 
« chapters of John, and his fervent prayer for them, and for all that ſhould believe d 
% him, which we read in the 17th chapter of that goſpel, are ſuch proofs of condeſcen- 
c fjon, tenderneſs and love, as may warm the coldeſt heart. But as theſe are all connec 
« ted together from the 13th to the 17th chapters of St. John's goſpel, we chooſe t 


« refer to theſe chapters.” 
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5 7 for my ſake ? Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, The cock ſhall not crow, till thou 
» - haſt denied me thrice d. But Peter ſaid unto him, Although all ſhall be oftended, 
1 yet will not I ©. And the Lord ſaid, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath deſired to 
have you, that he may ſift you as wheat; but I have pray ed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not; and when thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy brethren. And he 
© (:id unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into priſon, and to death, 
x And he ſaid, I tell thee, Peter, The cock ſhall not crow this day before that thou 
galt thrice deny that thou knoweſt me 9. But he ſpake the more vehemently, 
Hel mould die with thee, I will not deny thee, in any wiſe: Likewiſe alſo ſaid 
hey all e. And he ſaid unto them, when I ſent you without purſe, and ſcrip, and 
EZ Hhoes, lacked ye any thing? And they ſaid, nothing. Then ſaid he unto them, 
Bat now he that hath a purſe, let him take it, and likewiſe his ſcrip; and he that 
Dach no ſword, let him ſell his garment and buy one. For I ſay unto you, that 
his chat is written muſt be accompliſhed in me, And he was reckoned among the 
tranſgreſſors; for the things concerning me have an end f. 


+ 


SECT. 2. His agony in the garden. 


Wut Jeſus had ſpoken theſe words, he went forth with his diſciples over the 

Prock Cedron, where was a gardena; and his diſciples alſo followed him>, And 

Judas alſo, who betrayed him, knew the place; for Jeſus oft-times reſorted thither 
With his difciples*. And they came to 2 place which was named Gethſemane; 
nd he ſaith to his diſciples, Sit ye here, while I ſhall pray. And he taketh with 

Wim Peter, and James, and John, and began to be fore amazed, and to be very 
@cay *. Then ſaith he unto them, My ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful, even unto 
eat; tarry ye here, and watch with me. And he went a little further, and was 
ithdrawn from them about a ſtone-caſt, and fell on his face, and prayed e, That 
it were poſſible the hour might paſs from him. And he ſaid, Abba, Father, all 
ings arc poſſible unto thee 3 take away this cup from me; nevertheleſs, not 
Pu! will, but what thou wiltf. And he cometh unto the diſciples, and find- 
h them afleep, and ſaith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me 
ne hour? Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation ; the ſpirit indeed 
willing, but the fleſh is weak. He went away again the ſecond time, and pray- 
f laying, O my father, if this cup may not paſs from me, except I drink it, thy 
il be done . And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, {trengthen- 
BP: bim. And being in an agony, he prayed more carneſtly; and his ſweat was 
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as it were great drops of blood, falling down to the ground. And when he roſe 
up from prayer, and was come to his diſciples, he found them ſleeping for (6. 
row; and ſaid unto them, Why ſleep ye? riſe and pray, leſt ye enter into temp. 
tation “. And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, ſay. 
ing the ſame words i. And when he returned, he found them aſleep again; for thei; 
eyes were heavy; neither wiſt they what to anſwer him. And he cometh th, 
third time, and ſaith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your reſt; it js enough, 
the hour is come; behold the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of ſinner, 


—Rile up, let us go; lo he that betrayeth me is at hand k. 


SECT. 3, He is betrayed and apprehended. 


AxD while he yet ſpake, lo Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with hin 

a great multitude with ſwords and ſtaves from the chief prieſts, and elders of the 
people“; a band of men and officers with lanterns, and torches, and weapons“. 
And he that betrayed him, gave them a ſign, ſaying, Whomſoever I ſhall kiß, 
that ſame is he, hold him faſt ©; take him, and lead him away ſafely d. And 
* ſoon as he was come, he goeth ſtraightway to him, and faith, Maſter, maſter; 
and kiſſed him e. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come“! 

Judas, betrayeſt thou the Son of man with a kiſs s? Jeſus therefore knowing al 
things that ſhould come upon him, went forth, and ſaid unto them, Whom ſeek 
ye ? They anſwered him, Jcſus of Nazareth. Jeſus faith unto them, I am he. 
And Judas alſo, who betrayed him, ſtood with them. As ſoon then as he had {iid 
unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then aſkedhe 
them again, Whom ſeek ye ? And they faid, Jeſus of Nazareth, Jeſus anſwered, 
I have told you that I am he: If therefore ye ſeek me, let theſe go their v 
that the ſaying might be fulfilled which he ſpake, Of them which thou gavel 
me, have I loſt none s. When they which were about him ſaw what would fol. 
low, they ſaid unto him, Lord, ſhall we ſmite with the ſword *? Then Simon 

Peter having a ſword, drew it, and ſmote the high prieſt's ſervant, and cut of 
his right ear. The ſervant's name was Malchus *, And Jeſus anſwered and ſid 

Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him ', Then ſaid Jeſus un 

to Peter, Put up thy ſword into the ſheath ® : For all they that take the ſword, 

ſhall periſh with the ſword. Thinkeſt thou that I cannot now pray to my Fi 


ther, and he ſhall preſently give me more than twelve legions of angels! Put 
how then ſhall the ſcriptures be fulfilled, that thus it muſt be“? The cup which 
| wh 
b Luke xzii. 43,46. Matth. xxvi. 44. * Mark xiv. 40,— 42. 
5 3. 4 Matth. xxvi. 47. b John xvili. 3. | 0 Matth. xx vi. 48. 4 Mark XIV. 44 
2 Mark xiv. 45. f Matth. xxvi. 50. 1 Luke xxii. 48. „John xvii 4.—9 
Luke xxii. 49. * John xviil. 10. Luke xxii. 51. n John xviii. 1. 


» Matth. xxvi. 52,54. 


ART. II. Of our LORD IJESuS CHRIST, 235 


my Father hath given me, -ſhall I not drink it ©? Then Jeſus ſaid unto the chief 
prieſts, and captains of the temple, and the elders which were come to him, Be ye 
come out as againſt a thief, with ſwords and ſtaves? When I was daily with you 
in the temple, ye ſtretched forth no hands againſt me ; but this is your hour, 
and the power of darkneſs? ; and the ſcriptures mult be fulfilled 4. Then all the 
diſciples forſook him, and fled !. 


SECT. 4. Peter denies him. 


Tazx the band, and the captain and officers of the Jews, took Jeſus, and 
bound him, and led him away to Annas firſt ; for he was father-in-law to Caia- 
phas, who was the high prieſt that ſame year. Now Caiaphas was he who gave 
counſel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man ſhould die for the peo- 
plc :. And with him were aſſembled all the chief pricſts, and the clders, and 
the ſcribes. And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high 
prieſt * ; and fo did another diſciple, That diſciple was known unto the high 
prieſt, and went in with Jeſus into the palace of the high prieſt; but Peter ſtood 
at the door without. Then went out that other diſciple which was known unto 
the high pricſt, and ſpake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. 
Then faith the damſel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou alſo one of this 
man's diſciples ? He faith, I am not *. And when he was gone out into the porch, 
another maid ſaw him, and ſaid unto them that were there, This fellow was alſo 
with Jeſus of Nazareth 4. And after a little while, another ſaw him, and ſaid, 
Thou art alſo of them. And Peter ſaid, Man, I am not ©. And about the ſpace 
of one hour after, another confidently affirmed, ſaying, Of a truth this fellow alſo 
was with him; for he is a Galilean f. And they that flood by, ſaid again to Pe- 
ter, Surely thou art one of them; for thou art a Galilean, and thy ſpeech agreeth 
thereto :. One of the ſervants of the high pricſt, being his kinſman, whoſe 
car Peter cut off, ſaith, Did not I ſee thee in the garden with him? Peter then 
denicd again, and began to curſe and to fwear, ſaying, I know not this man of 
whom ye ſpeak . And immediately the cock crew i, And the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter; and Peter remembred the word of the Lord, how he 
had ſaid unto him, Before the' cock crow, thou ſhalt deny me thrice, And 
Peter went out, and wept bitterly “. 
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SECT. 5. His pretended trial, and his condemnation by Caiaphas, 


AxD the men that held Jeſus mocked him, and ſmote him. And when they 
had blindfolded him, they ſtruck him on the face, and aſked him, lay ing, Pro- 
phecy, who is it that ſmote thee? And many other things blaſphemouſly ſpake 
they againſt him. And as ſoon as it was day, the elders of the people, and i! 

chief prielts, and the ſcribes, came together, and led him into their council 
The high prieſt then aſKed Jeſus of his diſciples, and of his doctrine d; ſaying, 
Art thou the Chriſt? Tell us. And he ſaid unto them, If I tell you, you il 
not believe. And it I alfo aſk you, you will not anſwer me, nor let me py+ 
I ſpake openly to the world; I ever taught in the ſynagogue, and in the teme, 
whither the Jews always reſort; and in ſecret have | faid nothing. Why {<> 
thou me? Aſk them which heard me, what I have faid unto them: Behold tley 
know what I ſaid. And when he had thus ſpoken, one of the officers which 
itood by, ſtruck Jeſus with the palm of his hand, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou the 
high prieſt ſo ? Jcſas anſwered him, If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the 

evil; but if well, Why ſmiteſt thou me 47 And the chief prieſts, and all the 
council, ſought for witneſs againſt Jeſus to put him to death; and found none, 
For many bare falſe witneſs againſt him, but their witneſs agreed not together, 
And there aroſe certain, and bare falſe witneſs againſt him, ſaying, We hear 
him ſay, I will deſtroy this temple that is made with hands, and within thre: 
days I will build another made without hands. But neither ſo did their witne 
agree together, And the high prieſt ſtood up in the mids, and aſked Jeſus, (ay- 
ing, Anſwereſt thou nothing? What is it which theſe witneſs againſt thee ; but 
he held his peace, and anſwered nothing ©. And the high prieſt anſwered an 
ſaid unto him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us, whether thou 
be the Chritt, the Son of God f. Art thou the Chriſt, the Son of the Bleſſed! 
And Jefus ſaid, I am. And ye ſhall ſee the Son of man fitting on the right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven 8. Then the high prieſt rent h , 
cloaths, ſaying, He hath ſpoken blaſphemy. What further need have we of v 

neſſes? Behold now ye have heard his blaſphemy, What think ye“? And th 


all condemned him to be guilty of death. And ſome began to ſpit on him, and 4 
to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to ſay unto him, Prophecy; and tht = 
ſervants did ſtrike him with the palms of their hands !, 3 
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SECT, 6. Judas Iſcariot's deſpair and death. 


Wurd the morning was come, all the chief prieſts, and elders of the people, 
took counſel againit J-ſus to put him to death. And when they had bound him, 
they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor, Then 
Judas who had betrayed. him, when he ſaw that he was condemned, repented 
himſelt, and brought again the thirty pieces of ſilver to the chief prieſts and el- 
ders, ſaying, I have ſinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And 
they ſaid, What is that to us? See thou to that. And he caſt down the pieces 
of lilver, and departed, and went and hanged himſelf. And the chief prieſts took 
the (ilver-pieces, and ſaid, It is not lawful for to put them into the treaſury, bez 
cauſe it is the price of blood. And they took counſel, and bought with them 
the potter's field to bury ſtrangers in: Wherefore. that field was called, The field 
of blood unto this day. Then was fulfilled that which was ſpoken by Jeremy 
(Zechariah) the prophet, ſaying, And they took the thirty pieces of lilver, the 
price of him that was valued, whom they of the childien of Ifracl did value; 
and gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me“. 


SECT. 7. Our Lord's converſation with. Pilate. 


Tu led they Jeſus from Caiaphas, into the hall of judgment; and it was 
early; and they themſelves went not into the judgment-hall, left they ſhould be 
deliled ; but that they might eat the paſſover. Pilate then went out unto them, 
and ſaid, What accuſation bring you againſt this man? They anſwered and faid 
unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered him up un— 
to thee*, And they began to accuſe him, ſaying, We found this fellow per- 
verting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Ceſar, ſaying, That he him- 
ſelf is Chriſt, a King e. And the chief prieſts accuſed him of many things; but 
he anſwered nothing. And Pilate aſked him again, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou no- 
thing? Behold how many things they witneſs againſt thee. But Jeſus yet an- 
ſwered nothing; ſo that Pilate marvelled e. Then ſaid Pilate unto them, Take 
ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore ſaid unto 
kim, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: That the ſaying of Jeſus 


might be tulfilled, which he ſpake, ſignifying what death he ſhould die 4, Then 
Pilite entered into the judgment-hall again, and called Jeſus, and ſaid unto him, 


Ari thou the King of the Jews? Jeſus. anſwered him, Sayeſt thou this thing of 
thyſelf, or did others tell it thee of me ? Pilate anſwered, Am I a Jew ? Thine 


own 
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own nation; and the chief prieſts have delivered thee unto me. What haſt thou 
done? Jeſus anſwered, My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my ſervants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered t 
the Jews; but now is my kingdom not from hence. Pilate therefore ſaid untg 
him, Art thou a King then? Jefus anſwered, Thou ſayeſt that I am a King, Ty 
this end was I born, and for this cauſe came I into the world, that I ſhould beat 
witneſs unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth, heareth my voice, Pilate 
ſaith unto him, What is truth? And when he had ſaid this, he went out again 
unto the Jews, and ſaith unto them, I find in him no fault at all. And they 


were the more fierce, ſaying, He ſtirreth up the people, teaching throughout a! 
Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place f, 


SECT. 8. He is ſent to Herod, 


WAN Pilate heard of Galilee, he aſked, whether the man was a Galilean, 
And, as ſoon as he knew that he belonged to Herod's juriſdiction, he ſent him 
to Herod, who himſelf was alſo at Jeruſalem at that time. And when Herod 
ſaw Jeſus, he was exceeding glad; for he was deſirous to ſee him of a long ſes. 
ſon, becauſe he had heard many things of him ; and he hoped to have ſeen ſome 
miracle done by him. Then he queſtioned with him in many words ; but he 
anſwered him nothing. And the chief prieſts and ſcribes ſtood, and vehemently 
accuſed him. And Herod, with his men of war, ſet him at nought, and mocked 
him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and ſent him again to. Pilate. And the 


ſame day Pilate and Herod were made friends together ; for before they were at 
enmity between themſelves *, 


SECT- 9. Barabbas is preferred to Feſus, and Pilate's mean and ſinful 
compliance. 


PILATE, when he had called together the chief prieſts, and the rulers, and 
the people, ſaid unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that per- 
verteth the people; and behold I having examined him before you, have found 
no fault in this man, touching thoſe things whereof ye accuſe him; no nor yet 
Herod ; for I ſent you to him; and lo nothing worthy of death is done unto him, 
I will therefore chaſtiſe him, and releaſe him“. Now at that feaſt the gover 
nor was wont to relcaſe unto the people a priſoner whom they would. And the 


had then a notable priſoner, called Barabbas », who lay bound with them that 0 
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made inſurrection with him, who had committed murder in the inſurrection, 
And the multitude crying aloud, began to deſire him, to do as he had ever done 
unto theme. Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate ſaid unto 
them, Whom will ye that I releaſe unto you ? Barabbas, or Jcſus who is called 
Chriſt ? For he knew that for envy they had delivercd him. When he was fat 
down on the judgment-ſeat, his wife ſent unto him, ſaying, Have thou nothing 
to do with that juſt man; for I have ſuffered many things this day in a dream 
becauſe of him. But the chief prieſts and elders perſuaded the multitude that 
they ſhould aſk Barabbas, and deſtroy Jeſus. The governor anſwered and ſaid unto 
them, Whether of the twain will ye that I releaſe unto you: They ſaid Barabbas, 
Pilate ſaith unto them, What ſhall I do then with Jeſus, who is called Chriſt? 
They allſay unto him, Let him be crucified, And the governor ſaid, Why what evil 
hath he done? But they cricd out the more, ſaying, Let him be crucified 4. Pilate 
therefore willing to releaſe Jeſus, ſpake again to them. But they cried, ſaying, 
Crucify him, crucify him. And he ſaid unto them the third time, Why, what 
evil hath he done? I have found no cauſe of death in him; I will therefore 
chaſtiſe him, and let him go. And they were inſtant with loud voices, requi- 
ring that he might be crucified; and the voices of them, and of the chicf 
prieſts prevailed . When Pilate ſaw that he could prevail nothing, but that 
rather a tumult was made, he took water, and waſhed his hands before the mul- 
titude, ſaying, I am innocent of the blood of this juſt perſon ; ſee ye to it. Then 
anſwered all the people, and ſaid, His blood be on us, and on our children r. 
And Pilate gave ſentence that it ſhould be as they required, And he releaſed 
unto them, him that for ſedition and murder was caſt into priſon, whom they 
had deſired; but he delivered Jeſus to their wills. 


S EC T. 10. The ſufferings of our Lord in the common hall, 


Tuxx the ſoldiers of the governor took Jeſus into the common hall, and ga- 
thered unto him the whole band of ſoldiers. And they ſtript him, and put on 
him a ſcarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put 
it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand; and they bowed the knee before 
him, and mocked him, ſaying, Hail, King of the Jews. And they ſpit upon him, 
and took the reed and ſmote him on the head :. Pilate therefore went forth a- 
gain, and faith unto them, Behold 1 bring him forth to you, that ye may know 
that I find no fault in him. Then came Jeſus forth, wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple robe. And Pilate faith unto them, Behold the Man. When the 


chief 
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chief prieſts therefore and officers ſa him, they cried out, ſaying, Cruciſy him, 
crucify him, Pilate ſaith unto them, Take him and crucity him; for I find pg 
fault in him, The Jews anſwered him, We have a law, and by our Jaw he ouglit 
to die; becauſe lie made lhimſelf the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard 
that ſaying, he was the more afraid; and went again into the judgment-hall, ane 
ſaith unto Jeſus, Whence art thou? But Jeſus gave him no anſwer. Then ſaith 
Pilate unto him, Speakeſt thou not unto me? Knoweſt thou not that IT haye 
power to cruciſy thee, and have power to releaſe thee ? Jeſus anſwered, Thou 
couldſt have no power at all againit me, except it were given thee from aboye, 
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater fin. And from thence. 
forth Vilate ſought to releaſe him. But the Jews cried out, ſaying, If thou let 
this man go, thou art not Cæſar's friend; whoſoever maketh himſelf a king, 
ſpeaketh againſt Cæſar. When Pilate therefore heard that ſaying, he brought 
Jeſus forth, and ſat down in the judgment-ſeat, in a place called the Pavement, 
but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the preparation of the paſſover, and 
about the ſixth hour, and ne ſaith unto the Jews, Behold your King. But they 
cried out, ſaying, Away with him, crucify him. Pilate ſaith unto them, Shall! 
.crucify your king? The chief prieſts anſwered, We have no king but Czfar, 
Then delivered he him therefore to be crucificd ; and they took Jcſus and 1c 
him away, | | 


SECT. II. Feſus led along to Calvary, (or Golgotha.) 


Axp when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put 
his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him *. And he bearing his 
croſs went forth v. And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon 
a Cyrcnian ©, who paſſed by, coming out of the country, the Father of Alcxat- 
der and Rufus a, and on him they laid the croſs, that he might bear it after Jeſus.. 
And there followed him a great company of people, and of women which allo 
bewailed and lamented him. But Feſus turning unto them, ſaid, Daughters af 
Jeruſalem, Weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves, and for your children, 
For bchold the days are coming, in the which they ſhall ſay ; Bleſſed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps'which never gave fuck. Then 
ſhall they begin to ſay to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 
For if they do theſe things in a green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry ?? And 
when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to ſay, the place of 3 

_ 


b John xix. 4,16. 


$411, * Mark xv. 20. john xix. 19. © Luke wail. a6. a Mark xv. al. 
e Luke-xxiii, 26, Luke xxili. 27,—3t« 
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(enll, they Wor kim yinegar to drink mingled 1 with gall. And when he had ta- 
{ted thereof he would not drink *, 


SECT. 12. His crucifixion, and the remarkable events connected with it. 


Anv there were alſo two other malefactors led with him to be put to death, 
And when they were come to Calvary, there they crucified him, and the male- 


factors; one on the right hand, and the other on the left. And the ſcripture 


was fulfilled, which ſaith, and he was numbered with the tranſgreſſors >, Then 
ſaid Jeſus, Father, forgive thein ; for they know not what they do. And the 


KS4 people ſtood beholding ; and the rulers alſo with them derided him, ſaying, He 


ſaved others; let him ſave himſelf, if he be Chriſt the Choſen of God. And 


| * the ſoldiers alſo mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, and 


ſaying, If thou be the King of the Jews, fave thyſelf ©. And they that paſſed by, 
reviled him, wagging their heads, and ſaying, Thou that deſtroyeſt the temple, 
and buildeſt it in three days, fave thyſelf ; If thou be the Son of God, come 
down from the croſs. Likewiſe alſo the chief prieſts mocking him, with the 


WS (cribes and elders, ſaid, He ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave. If he be the 


King of Iſrael, let him now come down from the croſs, and we will believe him. 
He truſted in God ; let him deliver him now if he will have him; for he faid, I 
am the Son of God 4. And one of the malefactors which were hanged, railed on 
him, ſaying, If thou be Chriſt, ſave thyſelf and us. But the other anſwering, 
rebuked him, ſaying, Doſt not thou fear God, ſeeing thou art in the ſame con- 
demnation? And we indeed juſtly ; for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds ; but this man hath done nothing amiſs. And he ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord 
remember me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Verily I ſay unto thee, To day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. 

And Pilate wrote a title, (the ſuperſcription of his accuſation), and put it on 
the croſs. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. This title then read many of the Jews; for the place where Jeſus 
was crucified was nigh to the city; and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, 
and Latin, Then ſaid the chief prieſts of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The 


King of the Jews; but that he ſaid, I am the king of the Jews. Tere anſwer- 


ed, What I have written, I have written. 

Then the ſoldiers, when they had crucified Jeſus, took his garments, and 
made four parts, to every ſoldier a part; and alſo his coat ; now the coat was 
without ſeam, woven from the top throughout. They ſaid therefore among 
H h | them- 


1 Matth. zxvii. 33, 34. 


8 12. Luke ri. 325 33» b Mark RV, 28, 0 Luke xxili. 34,—37. d Matth, xxvii. 39,—43. 
* Luke xxiii. 39,—43. f (Mark xy, 26.) *#* John xix. 19,—22. 
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themſelves, Let us not rent it, but caſt lots for it, whoſe it ſhall be; that the 
ſcripture might be fulfilled, which faith, They parted my raiment among them, 
and for my veſture they did caſt lots, Theſe things therefore the ſoldiers did + 

Nu there food by the croſs of Jeſus, his mother, and his mother's ſiſter, 
Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jeſus therefore ſu hi. 
mother, and the diſciple ſtanding by, whom he loved, he faith unto his mother, 
Woman, behold thy ſon. Then faith he to the diſciple, Behold thy mother. And 
from that hour that diſciple took her unto his own home!. 

Now from the ſixth hour there was darkneſs over all the land unto the ninth 
hour, And about the ninth hour, Jeſus cried with a loud voice, faying, Eli, Eli, 
lama ſabachthani? that is to ſay, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? Some of them that ſtood there, when they heard that, ſaid, This man calleth 
for Elias . And ſtraightway one of them ran, and took a ſpunge, and filled it 
with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink, The reſt ſaid, Let be, 
let us ſee whether Elias will come to ſave him i. After this, Jeſus knowing that 
all things were now accompliſhed, that the fcripture might be fulfilled, faith, | 
thirſt. When Jeſus therefore had received the vinegar ®, he cried with a loud 
voice®, and ſaid, Father, Into thy hands I commend my ſpirit o: It is finiſhed; 
And he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt?. And the ſun was darkened 1; 
and behold the vail of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; 
and the earth did quake; and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened; and 
many bodies of ſaints which flept, wo; and came out of the graves after his 
reſurrection, and appeared unto many ”. 

Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, l Jeſus, ſaw 
the earthquake, and thoſe things that were done, they feared greatly; ſaying, 
Truly this was the ſon of God. There were allo women looking on afar off; 
among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the leſs and 
of Joſes, and Salome; who alſo when he was in Galilee followed him, and mi- 
niſtered unto him, and many other women which came upwith him unto Jeru- 

falem*. And all the people that came together to that ſight, beholding the thing, 
which were done, ſmote their breatts and returned®, 

The Jews, therefore, becauſe it was the preparation, that the bodies ſhould not 
remain upon the croſs on the Sabbath-day (for that Sabbath was an high day) 
beſought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken u: 
way. Then came the ſoldiers, and broke the legs of the firſt, and of the other 
which was crucified with him; but when they came to Jeſus, and ſaw that he 


was dead already, they brake not his legs. But one of the ſoldiers with a _ 
plercc 
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„ John xix. 23, 24. John xix. 25, 26, 27. * Matth. xxvii. 45, 46, 47. Matth. xxvii. 48.49, 
w John xix. 28, 30. » Mark xv. 37. ® Luke xxiii. 46. ? John xix. 0. 
Luke xxitl. 45. 1 Matth. xxvii. 51, 52, 33. © Matth, xxvii. 54. Mark xv. 40. 40. 
v Luke xxiii. 48. 
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pierced his ſide, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that ſaw 
it bare record; and his record is true, And he knoweth that he ſaith true, that 
ye might believe*. For theſe things were done that the ſcripture ſhould be ful- 
filled, A bone of him ſhall not be broken. And again another ſcripture faith, 
They ſhall look on him whom they pierced “. 


er. 1 burial, 


Now when the even was come, becauſe it was the preparation, that is, the 
day before the Sabbath“; there came a rich man of Arimathea, a city of the 
Jews, named Joſeph ; who alſo himſelf was Jeſus diſciple d, but ſecretly, for fear 
of the Jews: and he was a good man and a juſt«; an honourable counſellor ; 
who alſo waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, 
and craved the body of Jeſus. And Pilate marvelled, if he were already dead ; 
and calling unto him the centurion, he aſked him, Whether he had been any 
while dead? and when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joſeph <. 
He came therefore and took the body of Jeſus, And there came alſo Nicodemus, 
who at the firſt came to Jeſus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about an hundred pound weight*. Then took they the body of Jeſus, and wound 
it in linen clothes, with the ſpices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in 
the place where he was crucified, there was a garden; and in the garden a new ſe- 
pulchre e, which was hewn out of a rock *, wherein was never man yet laid“. 
There laid they Jeſus therefore, becauſe of the Jews preparation day ; for the 
ſepulchre was nigh at hand *. And Joſeph rolled a great ſtone to the door of the 
ſepulchre, and departed i. And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Jo- 
ſes”, and the women alſo which came with him from Galilee, followed after, 
and beheld the ſepulchre, and how his body was laid. And they returned and pre- 


pared ſpices and ointments, and reſted the S bbath- day according to the com- 
mandment®, 


SECT. 14. A watch ſet upon his ſepulchre, 


Now the next day that followed the day of the preparation, the chief prieſts 
and Phariſees came together unto Pilate, ſaying, Sir, we remember, that that de- 
ceiver ſaid, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rife again, Command 


H h 2 therefore 
* John xix. 3,—33. y John xix. 36, 37. 
$13. ; . XV. 42. Matth. xxvil. 57. < John xix. 38. 4 Luke xxiil. 50, 51. 
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the dead; fo the laſt error ſhall be worſe than the firſt. Pilate ſaid unto they 


he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
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therefore that the ſepulchre be made ſure, until the third day ; leſt his diſciples 
come by night, and ſteal him away, and ſay unto the people, He is riſen from 


Ye have a watch; go your way, make it as ſure as you can. So they went and 
made the ſepulchre ſure ; ſealing the ſtone and ſetting a watch '. 


SECT. 15. Reflexions on this amazing event. 


— 


Tuus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer *; that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purity unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works v. For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many ſons unto glory, to make the captain of their ſalvation 
perfect through ſuffering *. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing 
in of a better hope did, by the which we draw nigh unto God d. For ſuch anhigh 
prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated from ſinners, and 
made higher than the heavens ; who needeth not daily to offer up ſacrifice, fir 
for his own ſins, and then for the peoples; for this he did once, when he offered 
up himſelf . For Chriſt being come an high prieſt of good things to come, by 
a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to ſay, not 
of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood 


us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the aſhes of. an heifer ſprinkling 
the unclean, ſanctifieth to the purifying of the fleſh; how much more ſhall the 
blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal ſpirit offered himſelf without ſpot to 
God, purge your conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God ? And for 
this cauſe he is the mediator of the New Teſtament, that by means of death, 
for the redemption of the tranſgreſſions that were under the firſt teſtament; 
they which are called might receive the promiſe of eternal inheritance f, What 
ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things“ 


C HA. 


© 14. * Matth. xxvii. 62, —66. 


$ 15, Luke xxiv. 46. b Tit. ii. 14. e Heb. ii. 10. 4 Heb, vil. 16. 
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CH A . vill 


Of the reſurrection of Chriſt, and his aſcenſion. 


SECT. 1. The appearance of an angel to the watch. 2.—Of two angels to 
the women at the ſepulchre. 3.—Of two angels to Mary Magdalene. 4.— 
To her our Lord makes his firſt appearance. 5. He is next ſeen of the wo- 
men returning from the ſepulchre, 6. The low art of the chicf prieſts. 
7, Chriſt ſhows himſelf to two of his diſciples in their way to Emmaus. 8. 
He is ſeen of Peter. 9. He appears to his aſſembled diſciples. 10. He viſits 
them again while Thomas was with them, 11. He ſhows himſelf to them at 

the ſea of Tiberias. 12. He meets with them upon a mountain in Galilee, 
where he gives them their apoſtolical commiſhon. 13. He is ſeen of the a- 
poſtle James, of five hundred brethren at once, and afterwards, in an extraor- 
dinary manner he manifeſted himſelf and his glory to St. Paul. 14, He aſcends 
into heaven. 15. Theſe facts witneſſed to the Jews by Peter. 16.—Teſti- 
fied by the appoſtles to all ranks of men. 17. Theſe events delivered by the 
apoſtles as objects of our faith, grounds of our joy and hope, our encourage- 


R$ ments to prayer, and our comforts in the view of death. 18. The prayers of 
the apoſtles for the ſaints. X 


SECT..1. The appearance of an angel to the watch. 


A ND when the Sabbath was paſt, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, had bought ſweet ſpices, that they might come and 
anoint him*, Now upon the firſt day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the ſepulchre, bringing the ſpices which they had prepared, and 
certain others with them d. And they ſaid among themſelves, Who ſhall roll us 
away the ſtone from the door of the ſepulchre ©. And behold there was a great 
earthquake ; for the angel of the Lord deſcended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the ſtone from the door, and fat upon it. His countenance was as 


lightning, and his raiment white as ſnow ; and for fear of him the keepers did 
ſhake, and became as dead men 9. 


SY CT. 


$ 1. 8 Mark xvi. I, 5 Luke XXIV, I, 6 Mark xvi. 3. 4 Matth. xxviii. 27 3 4+ 
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SECT. 2,—Of two angels to the women at the ſehulchre, 


Anp when they (the women) looked, they ſaw that the ſtone was rolled a. 
way, for it was very great *. Mary Magdalene then runneth, and cometh to 
Simon Peter, and to the other diſciple whom Jeſus loved, and ſaith unto them 
They have taken away the Lord out of the ſepulchre, and we know not whe 
they have laid him®*. Meanwhile the women whom Mary Magdalene fad 
left at the ſepulchre, entered in, and found not the hody of the Lord Je. 
ſus. And it came to pals, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold 
two men {ſtood by them in ſhining garments, and as they were afraid and bowed 
down their faces to the earth ©, they ſaid unto them, Be not affrighted; ye 
ſeek Jeſus of Nazareth, who was crucified 4. He is not here; for he is riſen, a; 
he ſaid ; Come, ſee the place where the Lord lay*, Why ſeek ye the living a 
mong the dead? He is not here, but is riſen, Remember how he ſpake unto You 
when he was yet in Galilee, ſaying, The Son of man muſt be delivercd into the 
hands of ſinful men, and be crucified, and the third day riſe again t. But g0 
your way, tell his diſciples and Peter, that he goeth before you into Galilce; 
there ſhall ye ſee him, as he ſaid unto you s. And they remembered his words? 

And 


g 2. Mirk xvi. 4. b John xx. 1, 2. Luke xxiv. 3, 4, 5. 4 Mark xvxi. 6. 
e Matth. xxviii. 6. f Luke xxiv. 5, 6, 7. r Mark xvi. 7. Mat. xxviii. 7, b Luke xxiv. 8. 


* « The difficulties ariſing from the accounts of the reſurrection of our Lord given 
by the Evangeliſts, will be eafily removed, if we obſerve, that, before he appeared 
ce to any perſon, there were no leſs than three ſeveral appearances of angels, plainly 
« different from each other. The firit was to the watch that guarded the ſepulchre, 
« They had no ſooner recovered themſelves from their aſtoniſhment, than they fed in- 
« to the city. Soon after, the women came to the ſepulchre, and found the ſtone 
« rolled away from the door. It was natural to conclude, that the body was taken a- 
« way. Mary Magdalene took it for granted, and without further inquiry, run to in- 
« form Peter and John of what ſhe had ſeen. While ſhe was gone upon this errand, 
« the other women , her companions, entered into the ſepulchre, where two angels ap- 
« peared, told them of the reſurrection of the Lord, and bid them go and inform lus 
« diſciples of it. When they were gone to communicate the joyful tidings, Mary Mag: 
« dalene returned with Peter and John. Theſe two apoſtles went into the ſepulchre, and, 
« on finding it empty, they came back to the city to conyerſe with their friends, and 10 
« wait for further information, while Mary Magdalene remained at the tomb weeping: 
« But on looking into it, two angels appeared to her alſo; while ſhe ſpoke with them, 
« the Lord himſelf appeared, and ſent her to his diſciples to inform them of his reſur- 
c rection from the dead. She haſted with the bleſsful meſſage, and before ſhe came VP 
«with the other women, Jeſus had appeared unto them alſo, Matth. xxviu. 9, 10 
« It is certain, that ſhe did overtake them; becauſe we find her joined with them, when 
« they informed the apoſtles of this glorious event, Luke xxiv. 9, 10. After this, all 
ve the other appearances of Chriſt, follow in an eaſy and natural order.“ 
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And they departed quickly from the ſepulchre, with fear and great joy, and did 
run to bring his diſciples word i. Neither ſaid they any thing to any man, tor 


they were atraid 5 


SECT. 3. Of two angels to Mary Magdalene. 


PETER therefore (on Mary Magdalene's information) went forth, and that 
other diſciple, and came to the ſepulchre. So they ran both together ; and the 


other diſciple did out-run Peter, and came firit to the ſepulchre. And he ſtoop- 


ing down and looking in, ſaw the linen cloaths lying; yet went he not in. Then 
cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the ſepulchre, and ſeeth the 
linen cloaths lie; and the napkin that was about his head, not lying with the lin- 
en cloaths, but wrapped together in a place by itſelf. Then went in alſo that o- 
ther diſciple who came firit to the ſepulchre, and he ſaw, and believed. For as 
yet they knew-not the ſcripture, that he muſt riſe again from the dead. Then 
the diſciples went away again unto their own home; but Mary ttood without ar 
the ſepulchre weeping. And as ſhe wept ſhe {tooped down, and looked into the 
ſepulchre, and ſeeth two angels in white, fitting, the one at the head, and the 0- 
ther at the feet, where the body of Jeſus had lain. And they fay unto her, 


Woman, why weepeſt thou? She ſaith unto them, Becuuſe they have taken a- 


way my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him“. 


SECT. 4. To her our Lord makes his firſt appearance. 


Ax» when ſhe had thus faid, ſhe turned herſelf back, and ſaw Jeſus ſtanding, 
and knew not that it was Jeſus. Jeſus faith unto her, Woman, why weepeſt 
thou? Whom ſeekeſt thou? She ſuppoſing him to be the gardener, faith unto 
hin, Sir, if thou haſt born him hence, tell me where thou haſt laid him, and 
[ will take him away : Jeſus ſaith unto her, Mary, She turned herfelf, and faith 
unto him, Rabboni, which is to ſay, Maſter. Jeſus faith unto her, Touch me 
not ; for J am not yet aſcended unto my Father; but go to my brethren, and 
{ay unto them, 1 aſcend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God and 
your God. Mary Magdalene came, and told the diſciples, that ſhe had ſeen the 


Lord, and that he had ſpoken theſe things unto her“. 


SECT. 


| Matth. zxviii. 8. * Mark xvi. 8. 
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SECT. 5. He is next ſeen of the women returning from the ſepulc hre. 


AND as the women, who had been at the ſepulchre, went to tell his diſciples 
be old, Jeſus met them, ſaying, All hail ! and they came and held him by ho 
feet, and worſhipped him: Then faid Jeſus unto them, Be not afraid; Go tell 
my brethren, that they go into Galilee, there ſhall they fee me *. He appeared 
firit to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had caſt ſeven devils v. It was ſhe 
and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women that were with 
him, which returned from the ſepulchre, and told all theſe things unto the eleven, 
and to all the reſt that had been with him as they mourned and wept, And their 
words ſeemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not e. 


S ECT. 6. The low art of the chief prieſts, 


Now when they were going, behold ſome of the watch came into the city, 
and ſhewed unto the chief prieſts all the things that were done. And when they 
were aſſembled with the elders, and had taken counſel, they gave large money 
unto the ſoldiers; ſaying, Say ye, His diſciples came by night, and ſtole him a- 
way while we ſlept. And if this come to the governor's ears, we will perſuade 
him, and ſecure you. So they took the money and did as they were taught. And 


this ſaying is commonly reported among the Jews, until this day *. 


SEC r. 7. Jeſus ſhows himſelf to two of the diſciples in their way to Em. 
| mats. 


A np behold, two of his diſciples went that ſame day to a village called Em- 


maus, which was from Jeruſalem about threeſcore furlongs *. And they talked 


together of all theſe things which had happened. And it came to paſs that while 
they communed together, and reaſoned, Jeſus himſelf drew near, and went with 
them. But their eyes were holden, that theyſhould not know him. And he ſaid unto 
them, What manner of communications are theſe that ye have one to another, 
as ye walk, and are ſad? and the one of them whoſe name was Cleopas, anſwer- 

ing, 
$ 5. Matth. xxvill. 9, 10. „ Mark xvi. 9. © Mark xvi. 10, ft, with Luke xxiv. 10, fr. 
$ 6. Matth. xxviil. 11, —15. 


It ſeems probable, that this journey of the diſciples to Emmaus, was before 
4% Chriſt's appearance to Peter, but after Mary Magdalene and the other women had 


nnd their report. We have therefore ſtated it as the third time that he was ſcen 


« by any of his fellowers. However that be, it isabundantly evident, that theſe, and 
< h rſt appearance to the whole of his aflembled diſciples, were all on the firſt day of 
* the week.“ | 
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ing, ſaid unto him, Art thou only a ſtranger in Jeruſalem, and haſt not known 
the things which are come to paſs there in theſe days? And he ſaid unto them, 
What things! And they ſaid unto him, concerning Jeſus of Nazareth, who was 
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people; and how the 
chief prieſts and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have 
cracified him. But we truſted that ir had been he, who ſhould have redeemed 
Iſracl. And beſides all this, to-day is the third day ſince theſe things were done. 
Yea and certain women alſo of our company made us aſtoniſhed, who were ear- 
ly at the ſepulchre and when they found not his body, they came ſaying, 
that they had alſo ſcen a viſion of angels, which faid that he was g— 
live. And certain of them which were with us, went to the ſepulchre, 
and found it even ſo as the women had ſaid : but him they ſaw not. Then 
he ſaid unto them, O fools, and flow of heart to believe all that the pro- 
phets have ſpoken ! Ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to en- 
ter into his glory? And beginning at Moſes, and all the prophets, he expounded 
unto them in all the ſcriptures the things coficerning himſelf. And they drew 
nigh unto the village, whither they went; and he made as though he would 
have gone further . But they conſtrained him, ſaying, Abide with us; for it 
is towards evening, and the day is far ſpent. And he went in to tarry with 
them. And it came to pals, as he ſat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
bleſſed it, and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they 
knew him; and he vaniſhed out of their ſight. And they ſaid one to another, 
Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the ſcriptures * ? 


SECT. 8. He is ſeen of Peter. 


And they roſe up the ſame hour, and returned to Jeruſalem ; and found the 
eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, ſaying, The Lord 
is riſen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they told what things 
were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread « . 


. SECT, 
5 7. * Luke xxiv. 13—28. > Luke xxiv. 29, —32 + 
$8. Luke xxiv. 33, 34, 35. 


* «@ The Evangeliſt Mark, in mentioning his appearance to the two diſciples, ſays, 
Aſter that, he appeared in another form to two of them as they walked and went into the country. 
And they went and told it unto the reſidue, neither believed they them. This ſeems to be contra- 
* dictory to what is ſaid byzLuke, chap. xxiv. 34, 35. But if we read forward in that 
chapter, we ſhall find, that all the evidence of the reſurrection of Chriſt given by Ma- 
ry Magdalene, the women, the two diſciples, and Peter, had not been able intirely 
to remove the doubts they entertained, or to give them the full perſuaſion they want- 
* ed of that intereſting event: Inſomuch that when he appeared in the midſt of them 
* all, inſtead of welcoming him, they were terrified, and even when he had ſhewn 
them his hands and his feet; we are told, Lake xxiv. 41. they yet believed not for joy.” 


250 Of the METHoD of MAN “Ss REDEMPTION: PART n 
SEO r- 9. He appears to his aſſembled diſciples. 


AND as they thus ſpake, (the ſame day at evening, being the firſt day of the 
week, when the doors were ſhut where the diſciples were aſſembled for fear of 


the Jews,) Jeſus himſelf ſtood in the midſt of them, and faith unto them 
Peace be unto you *. But they were terrified and affrighted, and ſuppoled th 
they had ſeen a ſpirit. And he ſaid unto them, Why are ye troubled, and why 
do thoughts ariſc in your hearts? Behold my hands and my feet, that it js] my- 
{clf ; handle me and ſee ; for a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones as ye ſee me have e. 
And when he had thus ſpoken, he ſhewed them his hands and his feet 4. Then 
were the diſciples glad when they ſaw the Lord ©. And while they yet believed 
not for joy and wondered, he ſaid unto them, Have ye here any meat? And they 
gave unto him a piece of a broiled fiſh, and of an honeycomb. And he took 
it, and did cat before them . Then ſaid Jeſus to them again, Peace be unto 
you ; as my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. And when he bad ſaid 
this, he breathed on them, and faith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 
Whoſoever's ſins ye remit, they are remitted untofthem, and whoſoever's ſins 


ye retain, they are retained®, 


SECT. 10. He viſits them again, when Thomas was with them. 


BuT Thomas one of the twelve, called Dydimus, was not with them when 
Jeſus came. The other diſciples therefore ſaid unto him, We have ſeen the 
Lord. But he ſaid unto them, Except I ſhall ſee in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thruſt my hand 
into his ſide, I will not believe. And after eight days, again his diſciples 
were within, and Thomas with them. Then came Jeſus, the doors being ſhut, 
and ſtood in the midſt, and ſaid, Peace be unto you. Then ſaid he to Thomas, 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, 
and thruſt it into my ſide ; and be not faithleſs but believing . And Thomas an- 
ſwered and ſaid, My Lord, and my God. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Thomas, be. 
cauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed ; bleſſed are they that have not 


ſeen, and yet have believed b. 


S EC T. 11. He ſhews himſelf to them at the ſea of Tiberias. 


Arr ER theſe things, Jeſus ſhewed himſelf again to the diſciples at the ſea of 


Tiberias ; and on this wiſe ſhewed he himſelf. There were together Simon Pe- 


4 Luke xxiv. 40. 


$g. * Luke xxiv. 66. b John xx. 19. © Lnke xxiv. 37,—40. 
© John xx. 20, Luke xxiv. 41, 42, 43. John xx. 21, 22, 23. 


$ 10, John xx, 24—27- John xx. 28, 29. 
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ter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathaniel of Cana in Galilee, and the ſons 
of Zebedee, and two others of his diſciples. Simon Peter ſaith unto them, 1 go 
a fiſhing. They ſay unto him, We alſo go with thee. They went forth and en- 
tered into a ſhip immediately; and that night they caught nothing. But when 
the morning was now come, Jeſus ſtood on the ſhore ; but the diſciples knew 
not that it was Jeſus. Then Jeſus ſaith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? 
They anſwered him, No. And he ſaid unto them, Catt the net on the right fide 
of the ſhip, and ye ſhall find. They calt therefore, and now they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of fiſhes. Therefore that diſciple whom Jeſus 
loved, faith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it 
was the Lord, he girt his fiſher's coat unto him (for he was naked) and did calt 
himſelf into the ſea, And the other diſciples came in a little ſhip (lor they were 
not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits) dragging the net with fithes, 
As ſoon then as they were come to land, they faw a fire of coals there, and tifh 
laid thereon and bread. Jeſus ſaith unto them, Bring of the fiſh which ye have 
now caught. Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great lithes, 
an hundred fifty and three. And for all there were ſo many, yet was not the net 
broken. Jeſus faith unto them, Come and dine. And none of his diſciples durſt 
aſk him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord, Jeſus then cometh and 
taketh bread, and giveth them, and fiſh likewiſe. This is now the third time 
that Jeſus ſhewed himſelf to his diſciples after that he was riſen from the dead. 

So when they had dined, Jeſus faith to Simon Peter, Simon, ſon of Jonas, lo— 
veſt thou me more than theſe? He ſaith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knoweſt 
that I love thee. He faith unto him, Feed my lambs. He faith to him again the 
ſecond time, Simon, fon of Jonas, loveſt thou me? He ſaith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knoweſt that I love thee. He ſaith unto him, Feed my ſheep. He 
ſaith unto him the third time, Simon, ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou me? Peter was 
yrieved, becauſe he ſaid unto him the third time, Loveſt thou me? And he ſaid 
unto him, Lord, thou knoweſt all things; thou knoweſt that J love thee. Jeſus 
ſaith unto him, Feed my ſheep. Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, When thou waſt 
young, thou girdedſt thyſelf, and walkedſt whither thou wouldit; but when thou 
!1alt be old, thou ſhalt ſtrerch forth thy hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and 
carry thee whither thou wouldſt not. This ſpake he, ſignifying by what death 
ne ſhould: glorify God, And when he had ſpoken this, he faith unto him, Follow 


me. Then Peter turning about, ſeeth the diſciple whom Jeſus loved, following; 
I'1 2 | who 


$11. © John xxi, 1,14. 


When the evangeliſt John ſays, That this is the third time that Feſus ſheued himſelf to 
is diſciples, it muſt be underſtood of his appearing to them when aſſembled together. 
on 2 from the other evangeliſts we learn no leſs than fix appearances, which, in 
5 point of time, muſt have been before this, beſides his appearance to james, men- 

tioned 1 Cor. xv. 7. of which neither manner, place, nor time are ſpecified.” 
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who alſo leaned on his breaſt at ſupper, and ſaid, Lord, which is he that betray. 
eth thee? Peter then ſeeing him, faith to Jeſus, Lord, and what ſhal] this man 
do ? Jeſus ſaith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee? Follow thou me. Then went this ſaying abroad among the brethren, that 
that diſciple ſhould not die. Yet Jeſas did not ſay unto him, He ſhall not die; 
bur, if I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? This is the diſciple 
who teſtifieth of theſe things, and wrote theſe things; and we know that his te. 


ſtimony is true d. 


SE CT. 12. He meets with them on a mountain in Galilee, where he gives 
them their apoſtolical commiſſion. 


4 


THEN the eleven diſciples went away into Galilee into a mountain, where 
Jeſus had appointed them. And when they ſaw him, they worſhipped him; but 
ſome doubted. And Jeſus came and ſpake unto them, ſaying®* ; Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature. He that beheveth, and i 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved ? but he that believeth not ſhall be damned. And theſe 
ſigns ſhall follow them that believe; in my name they ſhall caſt out devils, they 
ſhall ſpeak with new tongues, they ſhall take up ſerpents, and if they drink any 
deadly thing it ſhall not hurt them; they ſhall lay hands on the ſick, and they 
{hall recover d. And he ſaid unto them, Theſe are the words which I ſpake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things muſt be fulfilled which were writ- 
ten in the law of Moſes, and in the prophets, and in the pſalms, concerning me. 
Then opened he their underſtanding, that they might underſtand the ſcriptures; 
and ſaid unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and 
to riſe from the dead the third day; and that repentance and remiſſion of fins 
ſhould be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. And 
ye are witneſſes of theſe things. And behold, I ſend the promiſe of my Father 
upon you; but tarry ye in the city of Jeruſalem, until ye be endued with power 
from on high © *, All power is given to me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there. 


fore, and teach all nations; baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 


the 


d John xxi. 15, —24- 


$ 12, Matth. xxviii. 16, 17, 18. b Mark xvi. 15,—18. Luke xxiv. 44, —49- 


* © It is not to be thought, that the inſtructions recorded, Luke xxiv. 44,— 49. were 
delivered before his meetings with his diſciples at the ſea of Tiberias, and in the 
% mountain at Galilee. We cannot believe that the apoſtles ſhould ſo far forget 
their maſter's command to ſtay at Jeruſalem, until they received power from on high; 
as to travel thence to the ſea of Tiberias during the appointed interval. Eſpecially 
as St. Luke tells us, that after they had witneſſed his aſcenſion, they continued at * 
« ruſalem until after the day of Pentecoſt. It ſeems therefore natural to conſider tl 
paſſage as part of the directions given them in Galilee before his return to Jeruſs 
lem; or in Jeruſalem before his aſcenſion.” | | 
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the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to obſerve all things whatſo- 
ever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you alway even unto the end 
of the world 4 *- 


Scr. 13. He was ſeen of the apoſtle Fames, of five hundred brethren at 
| once, and afterwards, in an extraordinary manner, he manifeſted himſelf 11 
4 and his glory to St. Paul. Wil 
, | þ | 

; | 
| 

| 


BaETHREN, I declare unto you the goſpel which I preached unto you, which | 


® alſo you have received, and wherein ye ſtand ; by which alſo ye are ſaved, if ye 9 
* keep in memory what I preached unto you *, concerning Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, | 
who was made of the ſeed of David according to the fleſh ; and declared to be 0 
* the Son of God with power, according to the ſpirit of holineſs, by the reſurrec- 
| 


tion from the dead o For I delivered unto you firſt of all, that which I alſo re- | 
ceived, how that Chriſt died for our ſins, according to the ſcriptures © ; and that 


7 


ne was buried; and that he aroſe again the third day according to the ſcriptures; 


— 
— — 
«& 
Cs —— — —— — — - 
—— —— — a 
© — 


« " « * 
| "a 1 8 an * * 
Led x 


ſen, To whom alſo he ſhewed himſelf alive after his paſſion, by many infallible 
proofs, being ſeen of them forty days; and ſpeaking of the things pertaining to 


and that he was ſeen of Cephas, then of the twelve. After that, he was ſcen of { | 
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this | Mi | 
preſent, but ſome are fallen aſleep. After that he was ſeen of James; then of 1 1 | 
All the apoſtles, and laſt of all he was ſcen of me alſo, as of one born out of due Wl 
| times, | | 
2B It 
5 . liſt 
| 1 SECT. 14. He aſcends into heaven. 
6 - | 
| : Tux former treatiſe have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jeſus began both 
J I to do and teach, until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through 
| ; the Holy Ghoſt had given commandments unto the apoſtles whom he had cho- 


the 
| 
Matth. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. | 
$ 13. 1 Cor. xv. 1, 2. b Rom, 1. 3, 4- c 1 Cor. xv. 3. 4 1 Cor. xv. 4,—8. 
* © It is probable, that it was at this time, that our Lord was ſeen by five hundred 


*© brethren at once; who had conveened at Galilee, in the faith of the promiſe given 
* by the angels unto the women at the ſepulchre, and confirmed to them by our Lord 
« himſelf, From this place, it is evident, that he and his diſciples returned to jeruſa- 
lem; becauſe, the next interview, on record, that he had with them, was upon the 


5 mount of Olives. There he gave his laſt inſtructions; there he bleſſed them; and 
thence he aſcended into heaven. = 


254 Of the MErHOD of Man's RED EMHTITIOV. PART III 
the kingdom of God *, And he led them out as far as to Bethany e. And being 


aſſembled together with them, commanded them, that they ſhould not depart 


from Jeruſalem, but wait for the promiſe of the Father; which, faith he, ye 
have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye ſhall be bapti. 
zcd with the Holy Ghoſt, not many days hence. When they were therefore 
come together, they aſked him, ſaying, Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore a. 
gain the kingdom to lfrael ? And he ſaid unto them, It is not for you to know 
the times or the ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye ſhall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be uit 
neſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermoſt parts of the earth. And when he had ſpoken theſe things e, he lift up 
his hands and bleſſed them ; and it came to paſs, while he bleſſed them, and while 
they beheld, he was parted from them ©; he was taken up, and a cloud received 
him out of their fight. He was received up into heaven, and fat on the right 
hand of God. And while they looked ſtedfaſtly towards heaven, as he went 
up, behold two men ſtood by them in white apparel ; who alſo ſaid, Ye men of 


Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into heaven? This ſame Jeſus who is taken up 


from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner as ye have ſeen him go into 
heavens, And they worſhipped him; and returned to Jeruſalem with great 
joy“; from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jeruſalem a Sabbath-day's 
journey i, and were continually in the temple, praiſing and bleſſing God*, And 


they went forth, and preached every where ; the Lord working with them, 


and confirming the word with ſigns following '. And with great power gave the 
apoſtles witneſs of the reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus ; and great grace was upon 
them all w “. 


SECT. 
g 14. Adds 1. f, 2, 3. d Luke xxiv. 50. Acts i. 4.—9. 4 Luke xxiv. 50, 51+ 
Acts i. 9. f Mark xvi. 19. e AQts i. 10, tt. n Luke xxiv. 52. 
Acts i. 12. Luke xxiv. 53. 1 Mark xvi. 20. m Acts iv. 33- 


* „Eleven appearances of our Lord, after his reſurrection, are recorded in ſcrip- 
< ture. But, on reading Acts 1. 3. and x. 41, 42. and 1 Cor. xv. 3,----8. we are led to 
« think, that he had been ſeen by them at ſome other times; and by ſo many people 
« who were alive when the evangeliſts wrote, that it was unneceſſary to record parti- 
« culars univerſally known. On the whole, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, That the ſeem 
ing differences in the accounts given of this important event, and the artleſs mann 
« in which it is told by all the evangeliſts, adds not a little to the credibility of their 
evidence. It not only ſhows, that there was no concert among them; bnt alſo, that 
« our Lord's reſurrection was a fact ſo certainly known to all about Jeruſalem, 35 to 
need neither detail nor proof. This remark will be confirmed, if we obſerve, that 


* there are three of his appearances recorded in ſcripture, of which neither time, place, 
| « nor 
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SECT. 15. His reſurredion and aſcenſion witneſſed to the Jews by the a- 
poſtle Peter. And, | 


vx men of Iſrael, hear theſe words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God among you, by miracles znd wonders, and ſigns, which God did by him in 
the midſt of you, as. ye yourſelves alſo know; him, being delivered by the de- 
terminate counſel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and flain; whom God hath raiſed up, having looſed the 
pains of death , becauſe it was not poſlible that he ſhould be holden of it. For 
David ſpeaketh concerning him, I foreſaw the Lord always before my face; for he 
i5 on my right hand, that I ſhould not be moved. Therefore did my heart rejoice, 
and my tongue was glad; moreover alſo my fleſh ſhall reſt in hope. Becauſe 
thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy One to 
ſee corruption. Thou haſt made known to me the ways of life; thou ſhalt make 
me full of joy with thy countenance, Men and brethren, let me freely ſpeak 
unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried; and his ſepul- 
chre is with us unto this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that 
God had ſworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the fleſh, he would raiſe up Chriſt, to ſit on his throne ; he ſecing this before, 
& ſpake of the reſurrection of Chriſt, that his ſoul was not left in hell, neither his 
W fleſh did ſee corruption. This Jeſus hath God raiſed up, whereof we all are wit- 
W ncfſes. Therefore, being by the right hand of God exalted, and having recei— 
W ceived of the Father the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this“ 
which ye now ſee and hear, For David is not aſcended into the heavens; but 
he faith himſelf, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on my right hand, until 
l make thy foes thy footitool. Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſu- 
| 4 redly, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord 
and Chriſt'. Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God hath made with our Fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, And in thy ſeed ſhall all 
the kindreds of the earth be bleſſed. Unto you firſt, God having raiſed up his 
don Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from his ini- 
quities d. | 
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4 $ 15. Ads ii. 22, —36. Acts iii. 25, 26. 


nor circumſtance are mentioned, viz. That to Peter, that to five hundred brethren at 

: once, and that to James. Had farther evidence been neceſſary, and had there been 

: the ſmalleſt doubt of the truth of the fact, remaining in the minds of the diſciples, 

z theſe appearances would have been elucidated by a full detail of every attending 

2 eireumſtance. But the conciſe manner in which theſe are mentioned, adds to the e- 
vidence of the facts; and, I apprehend, juſtifies the obſervation now made.” 


9 . 
% The miraculous gifts of the holy Spirit.” 
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SECT. 16.—Teſtified by the apoſtles to all orders of men. 


MEN and brethren, children of the ſtock of Abraham, and Whoſoever 3 
mong you feareth God, to you is the word of this ſalvation ſent . The 0 
of our fathers raiſcd up Jeſus, whom ye flew and hanged on a tree d. For th 
that dwell at Jeruſalem, and their rulers, becauſe they knew him not, nor yet 
the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath-day, they have fuji! 
ed them in condemning him. Him God raiſed up the third day, and ſhewe, 
him openly ; not to all the people, but unto witneſſes choſen before of God, e. 
ven to us, who did eat and drink with him after he aroſe from the dead e. jm 
hath God exalted with his right hand to be a prince and a ſaviour, for to give 
repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſins. And we are witneſſes of th 
things; and ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, whom God hath given to them that 6 
bey nim. And he was ſeen many days of them which came up with him from 
Galilee to Jeruſalem, who are his witneſſes unto the people. And we declare 
uno you glad tidings, how that the promiſe which was made unto the father, 
God hath fulfilled the ſame unto us their children, in that he hath raiſed up ſe. 
ſus again. As it is alſo written in the ſecond pſalm, Thou art my ſon, this day 
have l begotten thee. And as concerning that he raiſed him up from the dead, 
now no more to return to corruption, he ſaid on this wiſe, I will give you the 
ſure-mercies of David. Wherefore he ſaith »Ifo in another pſalm, Thou fil: 

not ſuffer thine holy One to ſee corruption. For David, after he had ſerved his 
own generation, by the will of God fell on fleep, and was laid unto his fathers 
and ſaw corruption. But he whom God raiſed again, ſaw no corruption. 


SECT. 17. Theſe events ſlated by the apoſtles as the objects of our faith 
the ground of our joy and hope, our encouragement to prayer, and our con: 
fort in the view of death. 


| | 
| \W1rgourT controverſy great is the myſtery of godlineſs ; God was mam. 
| feſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the Gen 
| tiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory *. When he aſcended 
| up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. Now that her 
| ſcended, what is it but that he alſo deſcended firſt into the lower parts of the 
| earth! He that deſcended is the ſame alſo that aſcended up far above all het 


vens, that he might fill all things*. Wherefore holy brethren partakers of ba 
heavenly 


$ 16. Adds xiii. 26, b AQts v. 30. Ads xili. 27: Acts x. 400 41+ 
Adds v. 3t, 32. t Acts xi. 31,37, f | = 


$ 17. * 1 Tim. iii. 16, d Eph. iv. 8, 9, 10. 
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heavenly calling, conſider the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our profeſſion, Chriſt 
Jeſus *. W ho verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but 
was manifeſt in theſe laſt times for you; who by him do believe in God that 
raiſed him from the dead, and gave him glory, that your faich and hope might 
be in God 4 : Who being the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the ex- 

reſs image of his perſon, and upholding all things by the word of his power; 
when he had by himſelf purged our fins, fat down on the right hand of the Maje- 
{ty on high *. For Chriſt is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itſelf, now to appear in the 
preſence of God for us ft. Wherefore he is able alſo to ſave them to the utter- 
molt, that come unto God by him; ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
for them 8. 

Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again to a lively hope, by the reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away *®. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? 
It is God that juſtifieth; Who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, 
yea rather that is riſen again; who is even at the right hand of God, who allo 
maketh interceſſion for us 1. Therefore we are buried with him, by baptiſm unto 
death; that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life s. For the love of Chriſt 
conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dend; and that he died for all, that they who live, ſhould not henceforth live 
unto themſelves, but unto him who died for them and roſe again '. Wherefore let 
us run with patience the race that is ſet before us; looking unto Jeſus the author 
and the finiſher of our faith; who, for the joy that was ſet before him, endured 
the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right hand of the throne of 
God®; angels, and authorities, and powers being made fubject unto him. Aud let 
this mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; who being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but made himſelf of no reputa- 
tion, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of 
men; and being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and became o- 
bedient unto death, even the death of the croſs. Wherefore God alſo hath high- 
ly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name; that at the 
name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 


\ { and things under the earth; and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus 


Chrilt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father e. 


K k Seeing 
* Heb. ili, . 4 x Pet. i. 20, 21. « Heb. i. 3. f Heb. ix. 24. 
8 Heb. vii. 25. d 1 Pet. i. 3, 4. i Rom. viii. 33, 34 * Rom. vi. 4. 


1 Cor. v. 147 15. pr Heb, xii. I, 2. » £ Pet, iii. 22. © Phill. ii. 5,—11; 
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Seeing then that we have a great high prieſt that is paſſed into the heaven; 
Jeſus the Son of God; an high prieſt who is ſet on the right hand of the throng 
of the Majeſty in the heavens; a miniſter of the ſanctuary, and of the true ta. 
bernacle which the Lord pitched, and not man!; let us hold faſt our profef. 
ſion. For we have not an high prieſt who cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without fin. 
let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mer 
cy, and find grace to help in time of need“. 

Now if Chriſt be preached, that he roſe from the dead; how ſay ſome among 
you, that there 15 no reſurrection of the dead? but if there be no reſurrection of 
the dead, then is Chriſt not riſen. And if Chriſt be not riſen, then is our Preach. 
ing vain, and your faith is alſo vain t. But now is Chriſt riſen from the dead, 
and become the firſt fruits of them that flept*, I would not have you to be ig 
norant, brethren, concerning them which are afleep; that ye ſorrow not, even z; 
others which have no hope; for if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, 
even fo them alſo who ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him. Wherefore 
comfort one another with theſe words *. 


SECT. 18. The prayer of the apoſtle Paul for the ſuints,relative to theſe events, 


 WartREFort U allo, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jeſus, and love un. 

to all the ſaints, ceaſe not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; the eye; 
of your underſtanding being enlightned ; that ye may know what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints, 
and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward who believe, accord- 
ing to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought in Chriſt, when he 
raiſed him from the dead, and ſet him at his own right hand in the heaven 
places; far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and: 
very name that is named, not only in this world, but alſo in that which 1s t0 
come; and hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over al 
things to the church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all“ 


CHAP. 


? Heb. iv. 14. 4 Heb. viii. 1, 2. r Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16. t 1 Cor. xv. 12, 13, 14 
1 Cor. xv. 20. U x Theſſ. iv. 13, 14. x 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. 


3 28. » Eph. i. 15,023, 


We cannot omit the beautiful view of this ſubject given by the apoſtle John, 
« When 1 ſaw him, I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, 
« ſaying, Fear not; I am the firſt and the laſt; I am he that liveth, and was dead; 
% and behold I am alive for ever more; Amen: And have the keys of hell and of deatl 
% Rev. i. 17,18,” 
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Of the HOLY GH OS T*. 


VV 


The divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. 


SECT, 1. The teſtimonies of inſpired writers on this head. 2. Divine works 
aſcribed to him. 3. The ſaints adore him as the univerſal Spirit operating in 
all nature. 4. The reſurrection of Chriſt attributed to him. F. Baptiſm 
adminiſtered, and benedictions pronounced in his name. 


SECT. 1. The teſtimonies of inſpired writers on this head. 


HERE are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 

the Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one ; and there are three that bear 
witneſs in earth, the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood ; and theſe three agree in 
one *, The Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea the deep things of God. For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of a man which is in him? e- 
ven ſo the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God d. And Peter 
faid to Ananias, Why hath Saran filled thine heart to lye to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to keep back part of the price of the land? Thou haſt not lyed unto men, 


but unto God<e, 


K k 2 SK CT» 


$1. 1 John v. 1,8. „ Cor. ii. 10, 11. Acts v. 3, 4. 


Ct might have been expected, that a chapter ſhould have been here inſcrted on 
* the ſubject of our Lord's exaltation. But the texts on that ſubject will be found un- 
der the article of the ſovereign power wherewith our Lord is inveſted ; to which 
© We beg leave to refer; as well as to thoſe in the preceding chapter, relating to his 
** aſcenſion, and his ſupreme authority.“ 
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260 Of the ME Tmop of Man's REDEMPTION. Pax Ill. 


SECT. 2. Divine works aſcribed to him. 


In the beginning God created the heaven, and the earth; and the earth was 
without form, and void; and darkneſs was upon the face of the deep; and the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters“. By his Spirit he hath par- 
niſhed the heavens d. 

There is a ſpirit in man; and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them 
underitanding ©, Who hath put wiſdom in the inward parts? or who hath given 
underſtanding to the heart 4? The Spirit of God hath made me; and the breath 
of the Almighty hath given me life ©, 


Sx r. 3. The ſaints adore him as the univerſal Spirit operating in all 
nature, 


O Loxp, thou haſt ſearched me, and known me: thou knoweſt my down- 
fitting, and mine up-riſing, thou underſtandeſt my thought afar off. Thou com- 
paſſeſt my path, and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways *, Whi. 
ther ſhall I go from thy Spirit? or whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence ? If] 
aſcend up into heaven, thou art there; if I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and 
thy right hand ſhall hold me. If I ſay, Surely the darkneſs ſhall cover me; even 
the night ſhall be light about me. Yea, the darkneſs hideth not from thee ; but 
the night ſhineth as the day; the darkneſs and the light are both alike to thee, 
O Lord, How manifold are thy works! The earth is full of thy riches : So is this 
great and wide ſea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both ſmall and 
great beaſtsd, Theſe all wait upon thee ; that thou mayſt give them their meat 
in due ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thine hand; they are filled with good. Thou 
hideſt thy face; they are troubled. Thou takeſt away their breath; they die, 
and return to their duſt. Thou ſendeſt forth thy Spirit; they are created; and 
thou renewelt the face of the earth *. 


SECT. 4. The reſurredion of Feſus attributed to him. 


CHnr1sT hath once ſuffered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
bring us to God; being put to death in the fleſh, but quickned by the Spirit“; 
| and 
$ 2. Gen. 1. 1, 2. Job xxvi. 13. Job xxxii. 8. Job xxxviil, 36. 
Job xxxlii. 4. 
$ 3- » Plal. cxxxix. r, 2, 3, b Pſal, 6xxxix, 7, * Pal, cxxxix, 8,—13. 4 Pal, civ. 24% 28. 
Pſal. Civ. 27,..30, 

F 4+ * 2 Pet, iii. 18, 
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and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holi- 
neſs, by the reſurrection from the dead . And it the Spirit of him that raiſed 
up Jeſus from the dead, dwell in you; he that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, 
ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you?. 


SECT. 5. Baptiſm adminiſtered, and benedidtions pronounced in his name, 


Tu eleven diſciples went away into Galilee *; and Jeſus came and ſpake unto 
them, ſaying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth: Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son. ind of the Holy Ghoſt v. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love 
ef God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all*, 


C HA. 
» Rom; i. 4. Nom. viii. Ir, 
$ 5. * Matth, xxvili. 16. Matth, XXvili. 18, 19. 92 Cor. A 14. 
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262 Of the METHOD of Man's REDEMPTION. Parr III. 


E 


Of the extraordinary operations of the Holy Ghoſt. 


SECT. 1. Of the diverſity of the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 2. Some of thoſe 
given to qualify men for peculiar purpoſes. Thus, to Bezaleel and Aholiab, tg 
qualify them for making the tabernacle. 3.—To the ſeventy elders, to qua. 
lify them for judging Iſrael. 4.—To Joſhua, to. qualify him for ſupplying 
the place of Moſes, 5.—To Balaam, directing him to bleſs Iſrael, 6.—To 
Zerubabel and Joſhua, to qualify them for reſtoring the Jewiſh ſtate. 4, That 
the Spirit of God was to reſt in a diſtinguiſhed manner on the Meſſiah. g. 
That the Spirit did thus reſt on the Lord Jeſus. 9. The prediction, 1faizh 
Jxi.-1, 2, 3-. fulfilled in him. 10. The Spirit promiſed by our Lord to his di. 

ciples. 11. The extraordinary cffuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pen- 
- tecoit. 12. Miraculous powers given to the apoſtles and evangeliſts. 11, 
The Holy Ghoſt given by the laying on of the hands of the apoſtles. 14 
The Spirit directing the miniſtration of Philip. 15.—And thoſe of Barnabs 
and Paul. 16. Peculiar operations in the miniftry of Paul, 17, Of the 
Spirit inſpiring the ſacred writers, 


SECT. 1. Of the diverſity of the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 


OW there are diverſitics of gifts, but the ſame Spirit. And there are dit 
ferences of adminittrations, but the ſame Lord. And there are diver- 
ties of operations, but it is the ſame God who worketh all in all. But the mani 
feſtation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit with all, For to one! 
given by the Spirit, the word of wiſdom ;z to another, the word of knowledge, 
by the ſame Spirit; to another, faith, by the ſame Spirit; to another, the pitt 
of healing, by the ſame Spirit; to another, the working of miracles; to another, 
prophecy ; ro another, diſcerning of ſpirits; to another, divers kinds of tongue, 
to another the interpretation of tongues. But all theſe worketh that one and 
the ſeli-ſame Spirit, dividing to every man ſeverally as he will“. 


SE CT. 


$ 1, 1 Cor. xii. 4,— 11. 
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Sx CT. 2: Some of thoſe given to qualify men for peculiar purpoſes. Thus, gi- 
ven to Bezaleel and Aholiab, to qualify them for making the tabernacle. 


Mos Es ſaid unto the children of Iſrael, Sce, the Lord hath called by name 
Bezalecl the ſon of Uri, of the tribe of Judah; and he hath filled him with the 
Spirit of God, in wiſdom, in underſtanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner 
of workmanſhip* ; and to deviſe curious works; to work in gold, and in ſilver, 
and in braſs, and in the cutting of ſtones to let them, and in carving of wood to 
make any manner of cunning work. And he hath put in his heart that he may 
teach, both he and Aholiab, the fon of Achiſamach of the tribe of Dan », Then 
wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wiſe hearted man, in whom the Lord 
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ö put wiſdom and underſtanding, to know how to work all manner of work for 

tte ſervice of the ſanctuary, according to all that the Lord had commanded <, Wi 
And Moſes did look upon all the work; and behold, they had done it as the 0 
* Lord had commanded, even ſo had they done it. And Moſes bleſſed them 0, 18000 
; SE CT. 3-—To the ſeventy elders, qualifying them for judging Iſrael. ti j 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Gather unto me ſeventy men of the elders of 
Iſrael, whom thou knoweſt to be the elders of the people, and officers over 
them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may 
itand there with thee. And Iwill come down and talk with thee there; and J will 
take of the ſpirit which is upon thee, and I will put it upon them; and they ſhall 
bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyſelf alone *. 
And Moſes gathered the feventy men of the elders of the people, and ſet them 
round about the tabernacle, And the Lord came down in a cloud, and ſpake 
unto him, and took of the ſpirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the ſeventy 
elders. And it came to paſs, that when the ſpirit reſted upon them, they prophe- 
fied and did not ceaſe. But there remained two of the men in the camp; and the 
ſpirit reſted upon them. They were of them that were written, but went not 
out unto the tabernacle z and they propheſied in the'camp. And there ran a young 
man, and told Moſes, and ſaid, Eldad and Medad do propheſy in the camp. And 
Joſhua the ſon of Nun, the ſervant of Moſes, anſwered and ſaid, My lord Moſes, 
torbid them >, And Moſes ſaid unto him, Envieſt thou for my ſake ? Would 


Gol that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his 
ſpirit upon them e. | 
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$2. + Exod. Xxxv. 30,31, * Exod. xXxXV. 32, 33, 34. + Exod. xxzvi. f. 


4 Exod. XXXIz, 43. 


5 3. Numb. xi. 16, 17. b Numb, xi. 2428. Numb. xi. 29. 


264 Of the Mz Twod of Man's REDEMPTION, Pant m 


open hath ſaid; he hath ſaid, who heard the words of God, who ſaw the viſin 


S fr. 4-— To Joſhua, qualifying him for ſupplying the place of Moe, 


Ax D the Lord ſaid unte Moſes, Take thee Joſhua the ſon of Nun, a man in 
wliom is the Spirit, and lay thine hand upon him, and ſet him before Elea 
the prieſt, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their ſight, 
And thou ſhalt put ſome of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation 9 
the children of Iſrael may be obedient'. And Moſes did as the Lord commang. 
ed him». And Joſhua was full of the ſpirit of wiſdom ; for Moſes had laid jj 
hands upon him; and the children of Iſrael hearkned unto him, and did as the 
Lord commanded Moſes e. So the Lord was with Joſhua 9. 


SECT. 5.—To Balaam, direding him to bleſs Iſrael. 


Ax p Balaam lift up his eyes, and he ſaw Iſrael abiding in his tents, according 
to their tribes ; and the Spirit of God came upon him, and he took up his p 
rable, and ſaid, Balaam the ſon of Beor hath ſaid, and the man whoſe eyes ur 


of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open; How goodly 
are thy tents, O Jacob? and thy tabernacles, O Ifrac]*?—He hath faid, who 
heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the moſt High; ! ſhall ſee 
him, but not now; I ſhall behold him, but not nigh : There ſhall come a ſtar out 
of Jacob, and a ſcepter ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite the corners d 
Moab, and deſtroy all the children of Sheth », Out of Jacob ſhall come he thi 


ſhall have dominion ©. 


SEC T.6.—To Zerubabel and Foſhua, qualifying them for reſtoring the Jew 
iſh ſtate. | 


Now in the firit year of Cyrus king of Perſia, the Lord ſtirred up the fpiti 
of Cyrus, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, ſaying, Thu 
faith Cyrus, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth, and he hath charged me to build him an houſe at Jeruſalem. Who is there 
among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jeri 
ſalem, and build the houſe of the Lord God of Iſrael: He is the God*. Then 
the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the ſon of Iddo, prophefi! 


unto 


$ 4. Numb. xxvii 18, 19, 20. b Numb. xxvii. 22. Deut. xxxiv. 9. 4 Joſh, vi. 27. 


$ 5. Numb. xxiv 2,—5, >» Numb, Xxiv. 16, 17. Numb, zxiv, 19. 
$ 6 * Ezr, i. 1, 2, 3. 
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unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jeruſalem, in the name of the God of Iſ- 
meld. Then ſpoke Haggai the Lord's meſſenger, in the Lord's meſſage unto the | 
people, ſaying, I am with you, faith the Lord -. Now be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, al | 
(üth the Lord; and be ſtrong, O Joſhua, the ſon of Joſedech the high prieſt; and | 
be ſtrong, all ye people of the land, ſaith the Lord, and work; for I am with " 
you, faith the Lord of hoſts; according to the word that I covenanted with Þ 
you, when ye came out of Egypt, ſo my ſpirit remaineth among you; fear ye | 

| 


not a. And the Lord ſtirred up the ſpirit of Zerubbabel, the ſon of Shealtiel go- 
vernor of Judah; and the ſpirit of Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech the high prieſt, 


and the ſpirit of all the remnant of the people; and they caine and did work in | 
the houſe of the Lord of hoſts, their God*. In the eleventh month came the If 
* word of the Lord unto Zechariah the prophet, ſaying t, This is the word of the Wl 
Lord unto Zerubbabel, ſaying, not by might, nor by power, bur by my Spirit 1 

* {ith the Lord of hoſts. Who art thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubba- | 4 
bel thou ſhalt become a plain; and he ſhall bring forth the head- tone thereof 
5 with ſhoutings 3 crying, grace, grace unto its. The hands of Zerubbabel have | | 
N jaid the foundation of this houſe; his hands ſhall alſo finiſh it b. And the eye 
of their God was upon the elders of the Jews *.—Blefſed be the Lord God of our 
> fathers, who hath put ſuch a thing as this into the king's heart, to beautify the 
© houſe of the Lord which is at Jeruſalem ; and hath extended mercy unto me be- 
bore the king, and his counſellors, and before all the king's mighty princes ; and I 
sas ſtrengthned as the hand of the Lord my God was upon me *.“. 1 


L SECT. | 11 
| N 
b Ezra v. I. 0 Hag. i. 13. 4 Hag. li. 4 5» I Hag i. 14. | | 
Zech. i. 7. Zech. iv. 6, 7. Zech. iv. 9. | EZr. v. 5. | 


k Ezra vii. 27, 28. 


3 * © Other examples of the extraordinary operations of the Divine Spirit might be 
XZ © adduced from the Old Teſtament. Of theſe the moſt remarkable are, That ſpirit 
= © of ſupernatural ſtrength, which at times moved Samſon, and freed Iſrael from the 
04 bondage of the Philiſtines . The ſpirit of prophecy given to Saul; and, after his un- 
* worthy behaviour, the Spirit of the Lord departed from him. Weread alſo of the Spi- 
= © rit of the Lord coming upon Othniel, on Gideon, and Jephtha ; and tranſlating Eli- 
ah! Theſe and ſome other paſſages, already quoted, lead us to conclude, That ex- 
BE © traordinary and miraculous gifts were not always connected with ſaving grace; and 
ü ** that the firſt were ſometimes granted, where the laſt was not to be found. The ſame 
| ©* remark may be made concerning miraculous powers under the New Teſtament ; 
” witneſs Judas and Demas. To this purpoſe are the words of our Lord, Matth, vil. 


2 21, 22, 23. and thoſe of his apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiii. I, Sc.“ 


* Judg. xiv, xv, xvi, chaps, * » x Sam. x, xvi, chaps. 
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eth; I have put my Spirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth judgment to the Gen. 


with water unto repentance; but he that cometh after me is mightier than l, 


— — —— — — — 


deſcending and remaining on him, the ſame is he who baptizeth with the Hoy 
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SECT, 7 That the Spirit of God was to reſt in a diſtinguiſhed manner on 
the Meſſiah. 


BEHOLD my Servant whom I uphold, mine Elect in whom my ſoul delight. 


tiles . There ſhall come forth a Rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a Branch fitgll 
grow out of his roots. And the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, the Spi 
rit of wiſdom and underſtanding, the Spirit of counſel and might, the Spit g 
knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord; and ſhall make him of quick under. 
{tanding in the fear of the Lord; andjhe {hall not judge after the ſight of his eyes 
neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; but with righteouſneſs ſhall he 
judge the poor, and reprove with equity, for the meek of the earth; and he 
ſhall ſmite the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath of his lips 
ſhall he ſlay the wicked >, Come ye near unto me; hear ye this; I have nt 
ſpoken in ſecret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am !. 
and now the Lord God and his Spirit hath ſent mes. 


4 


Sec T.8. That the Spirit did thus reſt on the Lord Feſus. 


In thoſe days came John the Baptiſt, preaching in the wilderneſs of Judea, ard 
ſaying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. I indeed baptizc you 


whoſe ſhoes J am not worthy to bear; he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Choſt, 
and with fire >, Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pals that 
Tefus alſo being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened; and the Icy 
Ghoſt deſcended in a bodily ſhape like a dove upon him; and a voice came 
from heaven, which ſaid, Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well pleaſcd“ 
And John bare record, ſaying, I ſaw the Spirit deſcending from heaven like i 
dove, and it abode upon him. And 1 knew him not; but he that ſent meto 
baptize with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, Upon whom thou ſhalt fee the Spirit 
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Ghoſt 4. He that hath received his teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal that God is 
true, For he whom God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the words of God ; for God giveth 
not the Spirit by meaſure unto him *. 


SECT: 
8 7. * TIfa. xlii. 1. V'» Tſai, xi. 1.—4. Ifa. xlvili. 16. 
$ 8. Matth. iii. 1, 2. b Matth, ili. 11. Luke iii. 21, 22. John i. 32, 35 1 


e John iii. 33, 34. 
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Scr. 9. The prediction Iſa. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. fulfilled in him. 


Axp Jeſus being full of the Holy Ghoſt, returned from Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the wildernels, being forty days tempted of the devil :. And when 
the deyil had ended all the temptation, he departed trom him for a ſeaſon. And Je. 
ſus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee . And he came to Nazareth 
where he had been brought up; and, as his cuſtom was, he went into the {yna- 
gogue upon the Sabbath- day, and ſtood up for to read. And there was delivered 
unto him the book of the prophet Eſaias; and when he had opened the book, 
he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be— 
cauſe he hath anointed me to preach the goſpel to the poor; he hath ſent me to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering 
of ſight to the blind, to ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord: And he cloſed the book, and gave it again to the 
miniſter, and ſat down; and the eyes of all them that were in the ſynagogue 
were faſtned on him; and he began to ſay unto them, This day is this ſcripture 


fulfilled in your cars. And all bare him witneſs, and wondered at the gracious 
words which procceded out of his mouth *, | 


SE CT. 10. The Spirit promiſed by our Lord to his diſciples. 


UxTo the apoſtles whom he had choſen he ſhewed himſelf alive after his paſ- 
ſion, by many infallible proofs ; being ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeaking of 
tic things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Then ſaid Jeſus to them, Peace 
be unto you; as my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you. And when he had fait 
this, he breathed on them, and faith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. 
Wnoſeſoe ver ius ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whoſcſoever ſins ye 
retain, they are retained *. And behold I ſend the promiſe of my Father upon 
you; but tarry ye in the city of Jeruſalem, until ye be endued with power from 
on high*,—the promiſe of the Father; which, ſaith he, ye have heard of me. 
For John truly baptized with water; but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy 
Gott, not many days hence 4. Aud ye ſhall receive power after that the Holy 
Viiolt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me, both in Jeruſalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt parts of the earth“. 
And theſe ſigns ſhall follow them that believe; in my name ſhall they caſt out 
devils ; they ſhall ſpeak with new tongues ; they ſhall take up ſerpents ; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it ſhall not hurt them; they ſhall lay their 


L 1 2 hands 
99 *Lukeiv. 1, 2. » Luke iv. 13, 14. * Luke iv. 16.— 25. 
F 19. * = LS 3 b John xx. 21, 22, 23. * Luke zxiv. 49. 4 Acts i. 4, 5. 
Acts i. 8. 
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hands on the ſick, and they ſhall recover t. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do, ſhall he do alſo; and greater wotks 
than theſe ſhall he do; becauſe I go unto my Fathers. 


SECT. 11. The extraordinary effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the day if 
Pentecoſt. | 


AND when the day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they were all with one a0. 
cord in one place. And ſuddenly there came a ſound from heaven, as of a ruſhir 
mighty wind, and it filled all the houſe where they were fitting. And there ap. 
peared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it ſat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jeruſe 
lem, Jews, devout men out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was 
noiſed abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, becauſe that 
every man heard them ſpeak in his own language. And they were all amazed, 
and marvelled, ſaying one to another, Behold, are not all theſe which ſpeak Gz 
lileans ? And how hear we every man in our tongue, wherein we were 
born? Parthians and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Meſopotamia, and 
in Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Aſia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, 
and in the Parts.of Lybia about Cyrene, and ſtrangers of Rome, Jews and pro- 
ſelytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them ſpeak in our tongues the 
wonderful works of God. And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, fay- 
ing one to another, What meaneth this? Others mocking, ſaid, Theſe men are 
full of new wine. But Peter ſtanding up with the eleven, lift up his voice, and 
ſaid unto them, Ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at Jeruſalem, be this 
known unto you, and hearken unto my words; for theſe are not drunken as ye 
ſuppoſe ; ſeeing it is but the third hour of the day : but this is that which was 
ſpoken by the prophet Joel, And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, faith God, 
I will pour out of my Spirit upon all fleſh ; and your ſons, and your daughter 
ſhall propheſy ; and your young men ſhall ſee viſions, and your old men (ual 
dream dreams. And on my ſervants and on my handmaidens I will pour out n 
thoſe days of my Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy *. . Le men of Iſrael, hear thele 
words; Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you, by miracles aid 
wonders, and ſigns which God did by him in the midſt of you, as ye yourlclic 
alſo know; him being delivered by the determinate counſel and foreknowicugt 
of God, ye have taken ; and by wicked hands have crucified and ſlain d. 1 


Jeſus hath God raiſed up; whereof we all are witneſſes. Therefore being * 
rig 
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right hand of God exalted ; and having received of the Father the promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this which ye now ſee and hear“. Repent 
therefore, and be baprized every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, tor the 
remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ©, 


SECT. 12. Miraculous powers given to the apoſtles and evangeliſts. 


Anp they lift up their voice to God with one accord; and ſaid, Lord thou 
art God, who haſt made heaven and earth, and the ſea, and all that in them is ; 
who by the mouth of thy ſervant David haſt ſaid, Why did the heathen rage, 
and the people imagine vain things? The kings of the earth ſtood up, and the 
rulers were gathered together againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt. For 
of 4 truth againſt thy holy child Jeſus, whom thou haſt anointed, both He- 
rod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael were gather- 
cd together, for to do whatſoever thy hand and thy counſel determined before 
to be done. And now, Lord, behold their threatnings ; and grant unto thy ſer— 
vants, that with all boldneſs they may ſpeak thy word, by ſtretching forth thine 
hand to heal; and that ſigns and wonders may be done by the name of thy 
holy child Jeſus. And when they had prayed, the place was ſhaken where they 
were aſſembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and they 
ſpake the word of God with boldneſs*. And they went forth and preached every 
where; the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with ſigns fol- 
lowing b. And by the hands of the apoſtles were many ſigns and wonders wrought 
among the people; inſomuch that they brought forth the ſick into the ſtreets, 
and laid them on beds and couches ; that, at the leaſt, the ſhadow of Peter paſling 
by might overſhadow ſome of them. There came alſo a multitude out of the 
citics round about unto Jeruſalem, bringing ſick folks, and them which were 
vexed with unclean ſpirits; and they were healed every one. And God wrought 
ſpecial miracles by the hands of Paul; ſo that from his body were brought unto 
the ſick, handkerchiefs or aprons ; and the diſeaſes departed from them, and the. 
evil ſpirits went out of them 4, 


— 


SECT. 13. The Holy Ghoſ? given by the laying on of the hands of the apoſtles. 


TuEN Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Chriſt unto 
them. And the people with one accord gave heed unto thoſe things which Phi- 
lip ſpake; hearing and ſeeing the miracles which he did. For unclean ſpirits, 

| crying 
Ads ii. 32, 33 „Ads ii. 38. 


* 12, » Acts iv. 24,—3t, » Mark xvi. 20. Acts v. 12, 15, 16, Adds xix. 11, 1a. 
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crying with a loud voice, came out of many that were poſſeſſed with them * and 
many taken with palſies and that were lame were healed. ' And there was great 
joy in that city. But there was a certain man called Simon, who before time in 
the ſame city uſed ſorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria; giving out thy 
himſelf was ſome great one. To whom they all gave heed from the leaſt to the 
greateſt, ſaying, This man is the great power of God *- But when they believe 
Phihp preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simon himſck 
believed alſo; and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wonder. 
ed, bcholding the miracles and ſigns which were done. Now when the apoſtles 
which were at Jeruſalem, heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they ſent unto them Peter and John; who when they were come down prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. For as yet he was fallen up- 
on none of them; only they were baptized in the name ot the Lord Jeſus. Then 
laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt. And when 
Simon ſaw, that through laying on of the apoſtles hands, the Holy Ghoſt was gi. 
ven, he offered them money, ſaying, give me alſo this power, that on whonlſoe, 
ver I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghoſt. But Peter ſaid unto him, Tly 
money periſh with thee; becauſe thou haſt thought, that the gift of God may 
be purchaſed with money. Thou haſt neither part nor lot in this matter ; for 
thy heart is not right in the fight of Cod. 


SECT. 14. The Spirit directing the miniſtrations of Philip. 


And the angel of the Lord ſpake unto Philip, ſaying, Ariſe, and go towards 
the ſouth, unto the way that goeth down from Jeruſalem unto Gaza. And he 
went; and behold, a man of Ethiopia, an c..uch of great authority under Can. 
dace queen of Ethiopia, who had come to Jeruſalem for ro worſhip, was return. 
ing, and fitting in his chariot, read Efaias the prophet. Then the ſpirit ſais 
unto Philip, Go near, and join thyſclf to this chariot. And Philip ran thither 
to him, and heard him read; and ſaid to him, Underſtandeſt thou what thou 
readeſt? And he ſaid, How can I, except ſome man ſhould guide me? And he 
deſired Philip, that he would come up and fit with him *—Then Philip bega 
at the ſame ſcripture, and preached unto him Jeſus. And as they went on then 
way, they czme unto a certain water; and the eunuch ſaid, See, here is watef; 
What doth hinder me to be baptized ? and Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with a 
thine heart, thou mayeſt. And he anſwered and ſaid, 1 believe that Jeſus Crit 


is the Son of God e. And he commanded the chariot to ſtand ſtill; and ug 
went 


$ 13. Acts viii. $,—10. Acts viii. 12,—21. 


$ 14. Ads viii, a6,—3t. Acts viii. 35,37» 
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went down both into the water; and he baptized him. And when they were 
come up out o the water, he Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the 
eunuch ſaw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing *. 


2 SECT. 15. And thoſe of Barnabas and Paul. 


Now there were in the church that was at Antioch, certain prophets and 
teachers z and as they miniſtred unto the Lord, and faſted, the Holy Ghott 
ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
And when they had faſted, and prayed, and laid their hands on them, 
they ſent them away. So they being ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt, de- 
parted *, And when they had gone unto Paphos, they found a certain ſorcerer, 
a falſe prophet, a Jew, whoſe name was Barjeſus; who was with the deputy of 
the country Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, 
and deſired to hear the word of God. But Elymas the ſorcerer (for ſo is his 
name by interpretation) withſtood them, ſeeking to turn away the deputy from 
the faith. Then Saul,. who alſo is called Paul, filled with the Holy Ghoſt, ſet 
his cyes on him, and ſaid, O full of all ſubtilty and all miſchief, thou child of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteouſneſs, Wilt thou not ceaſe to pervert the 
right ways of the Lord? And now, bchold the hand of the Lord is upon thee ; 
and thou ſhalt be blind, not ſeeing the ſun for a ſcaſon. And immediately there 
fell on him a miſt and a darkneſs ; and he went about ſecking ſome to lead 
him by the hand, Then the deputy, when he ſaw what was done, believed, 
being aſtoniſhed at the doctrine of the Lord *. And the diſciples were filled 
with joy, and with the Holy Ghoſt e. Now, when they had gone throughout 
Phrygia, and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt to 
preach the word in Aſia, they eſſay ed to go into Bithynia; but the Spirit ſuf- 
tered them not 4, 


SECT. 16. His peculiar operations in the miniſtry of Paul. 


AND it came to paſs, that Paul came to Epheſus ; and finding certain diſci- 
ples, he {Ad unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye belicved ? 
And they faid unto him, We have not ſo much as heard, whether there be any 
Holy Ghoſt. And he ſaid unto them, Unto what then were ye baptizcd ? And 
they ſaid, Unto John's baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, John verily baptized with the 
baptiſm of repentance, ſaying unto the people, That they ſhould believe on him 
who ſhould come atter him ; that is, on Chriſt Jeſus. When they heard this, 

| they 


Acts viii. 38, 39. 
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they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus, And when Paul had laid ji, 
hands upon them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them; and they ſpake with tonpues 
and propheſied “*. 

After theſe things were ended, Paul purpoſed in the ſpirit, when he had paſ. 
ſed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jeruſalem, ſaying, After J hays 
been there, I mult alſo ſee Rome b. And from Miletus, he ſent to Epheſus, 
and called the elders of the church, and ſaid unto them, Ye know from the 
firſt day that I came into Aſia, after what manner I have been with you 
And now, behold I go bound in the ſpirit unto Jeruſalem, not knowing the 
things that ſhall befal me there; fave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every 
city, ſaying, That bonds, and afflictions abide me 4, Take heed therefore uno 
yourſelves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy Gholt hath made you 
overſcers; to feed the church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood . — And it came to paſs, that after we were gotten from them, and had 
launched f, we landed at Tyre. And finding diſciples, we tarried there ſcven 
days; who ſaid to Pau] through the Spirit, that he ſhould not go up to Jeruſy. 
lems, And when we had finiſhed our courſe from Tyre, we came into Ceſarea; 
and we entercd into the houſe of Philip the evangeliſt, who was one of the ſe— 


ven, and abode with him. And the ſame man had four daughters, virgins, 


which did propheſy." And as we tarried there many days, there came down 
from Judea a certain prophet, named Agabus. And when he was come unto uz, 
he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and ſaid, Thus faith 


the Holy Ghoſt, So ſhall the Jews at Jeruſalem bind the man that owneth this 


girdle, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles *, 


SECT. 17. Of the Spirit inſpiring the ſacred writers, 


ALL ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works. Knowing {li 
firſt, that no prophecy of the ſcripture is of any private interpretation; For the 
prophecy came not of old time by the will of man; but holy men of God ſpake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt *, When the Comforter is come, who 
I will ſend unto you from che Father, even the Spirit of truth, he ſhall rellity 
of mee; he will guide you into all truth. Therefore we ought to give the 
more earneſt heed to the things which we have heard, leſt at any time we thould 


let them flip: For, if the word ſpoken by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every crank 
greſlion 


4 Acts xx. 22, 23. 
h Acts xxl. 7.11 


4 John xvi. 13 


§ 16. Acts xix. 1,—6, 
C Acts xx. 28. 


b Acts xix. 21. 
f Acts xxi. 1. 


Acts xx. 17, 18. 
1 Acts xxi. 3, 4. 


© John xv. 26. 


b 2 Pet. i. 20, 21, 


$ 17. ® 2 Tim. iu. 16, 17. 
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greſſion and diſobedience received a juſt recompence of reward, How ſhall we 
eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him? God alſo bear- 
ing them witneſs, both with ſigns and wonders, and with divers miracles, and 
gilts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own will ©, 
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Of the ſaving operations of the Holy Ghoſt. 


E 


Scr. 1. Promiſes of theſe made to the fathers. 2. Regeneration by the 
Spirit taught by our Lord Jeſus. 3. The promiſe of the Spirit given by him. 
4. His divine work, —enlightning and renewing the ſoul, 5.—SanRQifying 
and purifying the heart. 6.— Giving efficacy to the word of the goſpel. 7,— 
Aſliſting the ſervants of God in the paths of their duty, and ſtrengthning them 
according to their circumſtances of need. 8,—Comforting them in their ſuf- 
ferings and afflictions. 9. That chriſtian virtues are the fruits of the Spirit. 
10. Of our obtaining the Spirit by Chriſt Jeſus. 11. Of the excellency of 
the diſpenſation of the Spirit. 12. Of grieving and reſiſting the Holy Spirit. 
13. Of our duty toward the Holy Spirit, and our right improvement of his 
influence. 14. The thankſgiving and prayers of the apoſtle in behalf of thoſe 


that were made partakers of divine grace. 15. Ardent ſupplications for divine 
grace and ſupport, together with thankful acknowledgments, 
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SECT. 1. Promiſes of theſe made to the fathers. 


OW long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity ? and the ſcorners de- 

light in their ſcorning ? and fools hate knowledge ? Turn ye at my re- 
proof; behold I will pour out my Spirit unto you; I will make known my 
words unto you *. Now hear, O Jacob my ſervant, and Iſrael whom I have 
choſen, Thus ſaith the Lord that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, 
wio will help thee, Fear not, O Jacob my ſervant, and thou Jeſhurun whom 
I have choſen : For I will pour water upon him that is thirſty, and floods upon 
the iry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine 
v1pring; and they ſhall ſpring up as among the graſs, as willows by the water- 
courſes d. One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's; and another ſhall call himſelf by the 
M m name 
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name of Jacob; and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and f. 
name himſelf by the name of Hrael ©. The Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up 4 
ttandard; and the Redeemer ſhall come to Zion, and unto them that turn 
from tranſgreſſion in Jacob, ſaith the Lord. As for me, this is my cov chan 
with them, f:ith the Lord, My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words whit, 
I have put in thy month, fail not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy ſecd, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed's feed, ſaith the Lord, 
trom henceforth and for ever%. And I will pour upon the houſe of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of grace and of {uppli. 
cations; and they hall lock upen me whom they have pierced, and they ſhall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only Jon ; and ſhall be in bitternci; g. 
him, as one that is in bitterneſs for his firſt-born . Then will I ſprinkle dean 
water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your filthineſs, and from all Your 
idols will I cleanſe you. A new heart allo will I give you, and a new ſpirit wil 
I put within you; and I will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and! 
will give vou an heart of fleſh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and caut 
you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and do them“ 
Thus faith the Lord, the God of Iſracl, I will ſet mine eyes upon them for 
good; and I will give them an heart to Know me, that I am the Lord, and they 
mall be my people, and I will be their God; for they ſhall return unto me wit! 
their whole heart 6. Behold the days come, faith the Lord, that I will make: 
new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judih *, Atter 
thoſe days, faith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and writ 
it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. And 
they ſhall teach no more every.man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
ſaying, Know ye the Lord; for they ſhall all know me, from the lealt of then 
unto the greateſt of them, faith the Lord: For 1 will forgive their iniquity, 
and 1 will remember their ſin no more i. Ard I will give them one heart ni 
one way, that they may fear me for ever; for the good of them, and of thei 
children after them. And I will make an everlaſting covenant with them, that 
| will not turn away from them to do them good; but J will put my feat in 
their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me“: I will heal their backflidings; 
will love them freely. I will be as the dew unto Iſrael ; he ſhall grow as the 
tily, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches ſhall ſpread, and i 
beauty ſhall be as the olive-tree, and his ſmell as Lebanon. They that dwell 
under his ſhadow ſhall return; they ſhall revive as the corn, and grow as th- 
vine; the ſcent thereof ſhall be as the wine of Lebanon, The Spirit hail Vc 
poured upon us from on high, and the wilderneſs be a fruitful field, and the fru. 

ful 
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ſul field be counted for a foreſt: Then judgment ſhall dwell in the wilderneſs, 
and righteouſneſs remain in the fruitful field. And the work of righteouſneſs 
ſuall be peace; and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurance for ever *. 


SECT. 2. Regeneration by the Spirit taught by our Lord Feſus. 


TrERE was a man of the Phariſees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 
the ſame came to Jeſus by night, and ſaid unto him, Rabbi, we know thou art 
a teacher come from God; for no man can do theſe miracles that thou doit, cx- 
cept God be with him. Jeſus anſwered and {1jd unto him, Verily, verily, 1 fay 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot fee the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus ſaith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he en— 
ter the ſecond time into his mother's womb, and be born? Jeſus anſwered, 
Verily, verily, I ſax unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the fleſh is fleſh; and that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit. Marvel not that I 
{aid unto thee, Ye mult be born again. The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, and whe- 
ther it goeth ; ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit *. 


SECT. 3. The promiſe of the Spirit given by him. 


Ir ye love me keep my commandments; and I will pray the Father, and he 
ſhall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot reccive, becauſe it ſceth him not, 
neither knoweth him ; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be 
in you *, The Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt, Whom the Father will ſend 
in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance whatſoever 1 have ſaid unto you“. I tell you the truth ; it is expedicnt 
for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comtorter will not come un- 
to you; but if 1 depart I will ſend him unto you ©, When the Comtorter is 
come, whom I will ſend unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which proceedeth from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me *. And he will reprove 
the world of ſin, and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment: Of fin, becauſe they 
believe not on me; of rightcouſneſs, becauſe I go to my Father, and ye ſce me 
10 more; of judgment, «becauſe the prince of the world is judged, I have yet 

M m 2 many 
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many things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when he, 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you unto all truth; for he ſhall ng 
ſpeak of himſelf; but whatſoever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak ; and he wil 
ſhew yoa things to come. He ſhall glorify me; for he ſhall receive of mine, and 
ſhall ſhew it unto you ©. 


SECT. 4. His divine work, —enlightning and renewing the ſoul. 


YE were ſomctimes darkneſs; but now are ye light in the Lord“. For God 
who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs hath ſhined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
And we all with open face beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord ©. The natural man, having the underſtanding darkned, being alienated 
from the life of God, receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned e. To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God f,—who hath called you out of darknels into 
his marvellous light *—And you hath he quickned who were dead in trelpalle; 
and ſins; wherein in time paſt ye walked according to the courſe of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that now worketh in 
the children of diſobedience*. We are his workmanſhip, created in Chritt 
Jeſus unto good works i, If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature: Old 
things are paſt away; behold, all things are become new*, Ye have put on the 
new man, which 1s renewed in knowledge, after the image of him that created 
him ',—the new man, which aftcr God is created in righteouſneſs and true ho- 
lineſs “. For in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
cumciſion, but a new creature *. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and rencwy 
a right ſpirit within me, Caſt me not away from thy preſence, and take not thy 
Holy Spirit from mee. God who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in fins, hath quickned us together with 
Chriſt *, 
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SEC T. 5.—Sandifying and purifying the heart. 


Wr ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deccived, ſerving di- 
@crs laſts and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one ano— 
her. But after that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward man ap— 
pcared, not by works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to 
his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt ;which he ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour“. Ye are 
waſhed, ye are ſanctiſied, ye are juſtified, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and 
by the Spirit of our God e: Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through ſanctiſication of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of 
the blood of Jeſus Chriſt*. We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath from the beginning choſen you 
to ſalvation, through ſanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth, They 
that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. But ye are not in the fleſh but in the 
Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his*. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; 
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live“. 
Know ye not, that.ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwell- 
eth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy ; for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye ares. Chriſt loved the church, and 
gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it“; that he might redeem 


us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good. 


works ?, 


SE CT. 6,—Glving efficacy to the word of the goſpel. 


Or his own will begat he us with the word of truth. Ye have purified your 
ſouls in obeying the truth through the Spirit, being born again, not of corrup- 
tible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth 
e ever d. For our gaſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power 
in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance ;zand ye became followers of us, and 
ot the Lord, having received the word in much aſlliction, with joy of the Holy 


6. —And a certain woman named Lydia, which worſhipped God, heard 


42: Vhoſe heart the Lord opened, that ſhe attended unto the things which were 
ſpoken 


95. © Tit. in. 3.—6. b 1 Cor. vi. 11. e 1 Pet, i. 2. 42 Theſſ. ii. 13. 
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ſpoken of Paula. And my ſpeech and my preaching was not with enticing worg; 
of man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of powet*. No we 
have reccived, not the ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God; thi 
we might know the things that are freely given to us of Godf, Aid they 
ſpake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jeſus ; And the hand of the Lyq 
was with them: And a great number believed, and turned unto the Lords, Fe 
this cauſe alſo thank we God without ceaſing, becauſe when ye received the wal 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but (as it isn 
truth) the word of God, which eftectually worketh alſo in you that belicye",— 
that ye may know, what is the excecding greatneſs of his power to us-ward why 


believe, according to the working of his mighty power, which he wrought en 


Chriſt, when he raifed him from the dead i,—Buried with him in bapdum, 
wherein alſo you are riſen with him, through the faith of the operation ol Gd, 
who hath raiſed him from the dead *, Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free courſe, and be glorified, even as it is with you, 


SEC T. 7. Ming the ſervants of God in the paths of their duty, and flrengtl; 
ening them according to their circumſtances of need, 


* 


I can do all things through Chriſt which ſtrengthneth me *®. Who ſhall { 
parate us from the love of Chrilt ? Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, 
or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? Nay in all theſe things we are morc 
than conquerors through him that loved us d. By the grace of God | am whit 
I am: and his grace, which was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain; but I l. 
boured more abundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with mes. What'oever is born of God overcometh the world d. —I know 
that this ſhall turn to my ſalvation through your prayer, and the ſupply of tt: 
Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt*.—Ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage again to cr; 
but ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father“ 
Praying always with all prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit 2. Praying 1 
the Holy Ghoſtn. Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities : For we 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit itſelf makcth ur 
tereeſſion tor us with groanings which cannot be uttercd . My grace is fel; 
for thee : For my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs: Moſt gladly therc.ot 
will 1 rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Chriſt may rel? upon ne F 

— Strength 
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—Strengthned with all might according to his glorious power, unto all pati- 
ence and longſuffering with joytulnels', God is faithful, who will not ſuffer 
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4 you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation, alſo 
* ; ; 

make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it ®. Greater is he that is 
Z in you, than he that is in the world 7, Finally, my brethren, be (ſtrong in the 
* Lord, and in the power of his might e. 


SE c T. 8,—Comforting them in their ſufferings and afflictions, 


WH [ w1LL pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Comforter, even the Spi- 
| rit of truth, that he may abide with you for ever *, Bleſſed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jelus Chritt, the Father of mercies, and the God of all com- 
fort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourſelves are com- 
* forted of God: For as the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in us, fo our conlolation 
” allo aboundeth by Chriſt b. If ye be reproached for the name ot Chriſt, happy 
are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God reſteth upon you ©. And not only lo, 
but we glory in tribulations alſo, knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; and 
patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not aſhamed, 
becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which 
is given unto us . 


ö SECT. 9. That Chriſtian virtues are the fruits of the Spirit. 
THERE is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Chritt Jeſus, 


who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit: For the law of the Spirit of 

life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made me free from the law of ſin and death“. The 

fruit of the Spirit is in all goodneſs and righteouſneſs, and truth Þ, The fruit of 

the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longſaftering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meek- - 
nels, temperance. If we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit ©, 
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SECT. 10. M our obtaining the Spirit by Chriſt Feſus. 


Bm IT is expedient for you, that T go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter 
UM will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will ſend him unto you *. In the laſl 
day « 


Cl. i. 11, = 1 Cor. x. 13. » 1 John iv. 4. * Eph. vi. 10. 
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$19, * John xvi. 353 


280 Of the Msruop of MAw's REDEMPTlon. Par III. 


day, that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and-cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt, 
let him come unto me, and drink, He .that believeth on me, as the ſcripture 
hath faid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. This ſpake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould receive ; for the Holy Ghoſt 
was not yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was not yet gierige d. Through him 
we have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father «. It pleaſed the Father, that 
in him ſhould all fulneſs dwells, And of his fulneſs have all we ICCCived, 
and grace for grace e. But unto every one of us is given grace according (6 |, 
meaſurc of the gift of Chriſt, Wherefore he ſaith, when he aſcended up en 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men f. — And gave him to be 

the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him tha 
filleth all in all 3, Jam the vine; ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do 

zothing ®, If ye being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children ; 

how much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them the 
alk him i. Sceing then that we have a great High Prieſt, that is paſſed into the 
heavens, Jeſus the Son of God. Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need &. 


SECT. 11. Of the excellency of the diſpenſation of the Spirit. 


Do we begin again to commend ourſelves ! or need we, as ſome others, epiltle; 
of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you? Ye are our epiſtle, 
written in our hearts, known and read of all men ; for as much as yeare 
manifeſtly declared to be the epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, written not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of ſtone, but in fleſhly 
tables of the heart. And ſuch truſt have we through Chriſt to God-ward ; no: 
that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves ; but our ſuf 
ficiency is of God, who alſo hath made us able miniſters of the New Teſtament; 
not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
liſe. But it the miniſtration of death, written and engraven on ſtones, was glo- 
rious : fo that the children of 1ſracl could not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of Mo 
ſes, for the glory of his countenance, which glory was to be done away; bor 
ſhall not the miniſtration of the Spirit be rather glorious ? for if the miniſtliation 
of condemnation be glory, much more doth the miniſtration of righteouſnes 
exccei in glory“. For cven that which was made glorious, had no glory in tl 
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reſpect, by rcaſon ofthe glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away 
was glorions, much more that which remaineth is glorious *, Now we, brethren, 
as Tſzac was, are the children of promiſe. But as then, he that was born after 
the fleth perſecuted him that was born after the ſpirit, even ſo it is now d. Now 
the Lord is that Spirit 5 and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty c 
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Sr cT. 12. Of grieving and re/iſting the Holy Spirit. 


BatTHREN, I would not that ye ſhould be ignorant, how that all our ſ\ther« 
were under the cloud, and all paſſed through the ſea *; and were all baptized 
into Moſes in the cloud, and in the fea; and did all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat; 
and did all drink the fame ſpiritual drink; for they drank of that ſpiritual rock 
that followed them; and that rock was Chriſt. But with many of them God 
was not well pleaſed ; for they were overthrown in the wildernefs. Now theſe 
things were our examples d, For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one bo- 
dy, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit © : Quench not the Spirit ; deſpiſe not pro- 
pheſying e; and grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſcaled unto 
the day of redemption ©: For the Lord ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man f. N | 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the churches 3. 
The Holy Ghoſt faith, To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
as in the day of provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderneſs ; when 
your fathers tempted me, proved me, and faw my works forty years. Where. 
fore I was grieved with that generation, and ſaid, They do always err in their 
heart; and they have not known my ways, So I ſware in my wrath, They 
ſhall not enter into my reſt ®, Ye ſtiff-necked, and uncircumciſed in heart and 
cars, ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt 3 as your fathers did, fo do ye“. In 
all their affliction he was afflict ed, and the Angel of his preſence ſaved them; 
in his love, and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old. But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit ; there- 
fore he was turned to be their enemy. Then he remembered the days of old, 
Mules and his people, ſaying, Where is he that brought them up out of the ſea, 
with the ſhepherd of his flock ? Where is he that put his holy Spirit within him“ 
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day, that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus-ſtood and-cried, ſaying, If any man thirſt, 
let him come unto me, and drink, He that beheveth on me, as the ſcripture 
hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. This ſpake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould receive ; for the Holy Ghog 
was not yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified v. T hrough him 
we have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father ©, It pleaſed the Father, that 
in him ſhould all fulneſs dwells, And of his fulneſs have all we received, 
and grace for grace . But unto every one of us is given grace according ig tg 
meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, Wheretore he ſaith, when he aſcended up en 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men f. — And gave him to be 
the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him that 
filleth all in all s. I am the vine; ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do 
nothing“. If ye being evil know how to give good gifts unto your children; 
how much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them ha 
aſk him i. Seeing then that we have a great High Prieſt, that is paſſed into the 
heavens, Jeſus the Son of God. Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need *. 


SE CT. 11. Of the excellency of the diſpenſation of the Spirit. 


Do we begin again to commend ourſelves ! or need we, as ſome others, epiſtle; 
of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you? Ye are our epiſtle, 
written in our hearts, known and read of all men ; for as much as ye ate 
manifeitly declared to be the epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, written not with 
ink, but with the Spirit of the living God ; not in tables of ſtone, but in fleſ 
tables of the heart. And ſuch truſt have we through Chriſt to God- ward; not 
that we are ſufficient of ourſelves to think any thing as of ourſelves ; but our fut 
ficiency is of God, who alſo hath made us able miniſters of the New Teſtament; 
not of the letter, bur of the Spirit; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
life. But if the miniſtration of death, written and engraven on ſtones, was glo- 
rious : ſo that the children of Iſracl could not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of Me- 
ſes, for the glory of his countenance, which glory was to be done away; bor 
ſhall not the miniſtration of the Spirit be rather glorious ? for if the miniltiation 
of condemnation be glory, much more doth the miniſtration of righteouſneß 
excced in glory“. For cven that Which was made glorious, had no glory in this 
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reſpect, by rcaſon ofthe glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away 


was glorions, much more that which remaineth is glorious . Now we, brethren, 
as Iſaac was, are the children of promiſe. But as then, he that was born after 
the fleth perſecuted him that was born after the ſpirit, even ſo it is now d. Now 
the Lord is that Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty e. 


Sr cT. 12. Of grieving and reſiſting the Holy Spirit. 


BafETUREN, I would not that ye ſhould be ignorant, how that all our father+ 
were under the cloud, and all paſſed through the fea *; and were all baptized 
into Moſes in the cloud, and in the fea; and did all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat ; 
and did all drink the fame ſpiritual drink; for they drank of that ſpiritual rock 
thit followed them; and that rock was Chriſt. But with many of them God 
was not well pleaſed ; for they were overthrown in the wilderneſs. Now theſe 
things were our examples Þ,—For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one bo- 
dy, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have 
been all made to drink into one Spirit © : Quench not the Spirit ; deſpiſe not pro- 
pheſying e; and grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſcaled unto 
the day of redemption © For the Lord ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man f. by | 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit faith unto the churches 5. 
The Holy Ghoit ſaith, To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
as in the day of provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderneſs ; when 
your fathers tempted me, proved me, and faw my works forty years, Where. 
fore I was grieved with that generation, and ſaid, They do always err in their 
heart; and they have not known my ways. So I ſware in my wrath, They 
ſhall not enter into my reft ®, Ye {tiff-necked, and uncircumciſed in heart and 
cars, ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt 3 as your fathers did, fo do ye *, In 
all their affliction he was afflict ed, and the Angel of his preſence ſaved them; 
in his love, and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old. But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit; there- 
jore he was turned to be their enemy. Then he remembered the days of old, 
Mules and his people, ſaying, Where is he that brought them up out of the ſca, 


3 with the ſhepherd of his flock ? Where is he that put his holy Spirit within him *? 
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That led him by the right hand of Moſes, with his glorious arm, dividing th, 
waters before them? That led them through the deep, as an horſe in the wilder. 
neſs, that they ſhould not ſtumble ', But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled 
away the ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears, that they ſhould not hear. Yea they 
made their hearts as an adamant ſtone; leſt they ſhould hear the law, and the 
words which the Lord of hoſts hath ſent in his Spirit by the former prophet; ; 
Therefore came a great wrath from the Lord of hoſts *. He that deſpiſed Moſes'; 
law, died without mercy, under two or three witneſfes; of how much ſorer pu- 
niſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son ot God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he wa 
ſanctified an unholy thing, and hath done deſpite unto» the Spirit of grace"? 
For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were once enlightned, and have taſted of tlc 
heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted of 
the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come; if they {hull 
fall away, to renew them again unto repentance“. Verily I ſay unto you, 
All fins ſhall be forgiven unto the ſons of men, and blaſphemies where- 
withſoever they ſhall blaſpheme; but he that ſhall blaſpheme againt 
the Holy Ghoſt, hath never forgiveneſs, but is in danger of eternal dam. 
nation v. And whoſoever ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of man, it ſhall be 
forgiven him ; but whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be 
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come 4. 
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SE cr, 13. Of our duty toward the Holy Spirit, and our right improve 
ment of his influence. 


BuT, beloved, we are perſuaded better things of you, and things that ac 
company ſal vation, though we thus ſpeak*. This I ſay then, Walk in the Spirit 
and ye ſhall not fulfil the Juſt of the fleth b, And they that are Chriſt's haie 
crucified the fleſh, with the affections and luſts. If we live in the Spirit, Jet u 
alſo walk in the Spirit ©. Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for. what{oe'c! 
a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall d 
the fleſh reap. corruption; but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the {pit 
reap life everlaſting 4. I therefore beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the i 
cation wherewith ye are called; with all. lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long ſut- 
ſcring, forbearing one another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of tit 
Spirit in the bond of peace, There is one body, and one Spirit, even 45 )* 
are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one 


God 
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God and Father, who is above all, and through all, and in yon all. But unto.e- 
very one of us is given grace according to the meaſure of the gift of Chrilt ©; 
for the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying 
of the body of Chriſt; till we all come in the unity of the faich, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt c. If there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any comfort of love, if any fellow hip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercics, 
fulfil ye my joy; that ye be like minded, having the ſame love, being of one 
accord, of one minds. Seeing ye have puritied your ſouls in obcying the truth 
through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren ; ſee that ye love one 
another with a pure heart fervently®. And I myſelf alſo am perſuaded of you, 
my brethren, that ye alſo are full of goodneſs, filled with all knowledpe, able al- 
ſo to admoniſh one another.. Wherefore, my beloved, work out your own fal- 
vation with fear and trembling ; for it is God who worketh in you, both tv 
will and to do of his good pleaſure x. And be not drunk with wine, wherein 1; 
exceſs, but be filled with the Spirit; ſpeaking to yourſelves in pſalms, and hymns, 
and ſpiritual ſongs ; ſinging, and making melody in your heart to the Lord“. 
Building up yourſelves in your molt. holy faith, praying in the Holy Gholt, 
keep yourſelves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt unto eternal lite“. In whom you allo are builded together, for an habi- 
tation of God through the Spirit“. That good thing which was committed un- 
to thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in us“; for we through the 
Spirit, wait for the hope of righteouſneſs by faith ?. 


SECT. 14. The thankſgiving and prayers of the apoſtle in behalf of thoſe 
that were made partakers of divine grace. 


BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath blefſed 
us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt *, according to the 
riches of his grace; wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wiſdom and pru- 
dence d. In whom ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the go- 
ſpel of our ſalvation; in whom alſo after that ye believed, ye were ſcaled with 
that holy Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inheritance, until the re- 
demption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, unto the praiſe of his glory ©. I thank my 


God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jeſus 


Nn 2 Chriſt; 
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Chriſt; that in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all ntterance, and in al 
knowledge; even as the teſtimony of Chriſt was confirmed in you ; fo that yy 
come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whg 
ſhall alſo confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameleſs in the day of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt d. Wherefore I alſo ceaſe not to give thanks for you, makin, 
mention of you in my prayers ; that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chritt , the Ez 
ther of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, in the 
knowledge of him ©; the eyes of your underſtanding being enlightned, that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the plory d 
his inheritance in tlie ſaints; and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his power 
to us-ward who believe *.—That he would grant you according to the riches d 
his lory, to be ſtrengthned with might by his Spirit in the inner man: Thy 
Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
knowledge; that ye might be filled with all the fulneſs of Gods. We ccaſe no 
to pray for you, and to deſire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of hi 
will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding ; that ye might walk worthy df 
the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, and increaling in 
the knowledge of God; ſtrengthened with all might according to his gloriou 
power, unto all patience, and long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs *, Now the God 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hop: 
through the power of the Holy Ghoſt *. And the very God of peace fandify 
you wholly. And I pray God, your whole ſpirit, and foul, and body, be preſer 
ved blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt *. The. grace ot tle 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Gholt 
be with you all. Amen“. 


SECT. 15. Ardent ſupplications for divine grace and ſupport, together wit! 
thankful acknowledgments. 


SnEW me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, at 
teach me; for thou art the God of my ſalvation, on thee do I wait all the diy" 
Behold thou deſireſt truth in the inward parts; and in the hidden part thou fu 
make me to know wiſdom, Purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh of 


and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow ; make me to hear joy and gladneſs; that the 
| bone 


s 1 Cor. i. 4,—8. e Fph. i. 15, 16, 17. * Eph. 1-18, 19. # Eph. iii. 16,19 
h Col. i. 9, IO, If, 1 Rom. XY, 13. x 1 Thefi. V. 23» 4 2 Cor. xlll. 14 


$ 15, Pal. xxv. 4, 5 
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£ ; bones which thou haſt broken may rejoice b. Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
und renew a right ſpirit withio me. Caſt me not away fro m thy preſence ; and 
take not thy holy Spirie from me, Reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation ; and 
3 uphold me with thy tree Spirit *. Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my ſup- 
BS plications 4; for I firetch forth my hands unto thee; my foul thirſteth after 
tmc, as a thirſty land ©. Hear me ſpecdily, C Lord, wy ſpirit faileth; hide not 
day face from me. Cauſe me to hear thy loving kindneſs iu the morning ; for 
in thee do I trult. Cauſe me to know the way wherein J thouid walk; for I. 
itt up my ſoul unto thee ?. Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God. Thy 
Sf Spirit is good, lead me unto the land of uprightneſss. Teach me, O Lord, the 
E way 0; thy ſtatutes; and I ſhall Keep it unto the end. Give me underitanding 
and (hall keep thy law; yea, I ſhall obſerve it with my whole heart, Make me 
8 to go in the path of thy commandments; for therein do I delight. Incline my 
heart unto thy teſtimonies, and not to covetouſneſs. Turn away mine eyes from 
E bcholding vanity ; and quicken thou me in thy way“. O fend out thy light and 
thy truth; ler them lead me, let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy ta— 
@ bernacles. Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy; 
| yca, upon the harp will | praiſe thee, O God, my God. Why art thou cait down, 
0 my ſoul ? and why art thou diſquicted within me? Hope in God; for I shall 
Way ct praiſe him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God!. I will lift 
muy eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the 
Lord who made heaven and earth. He will not ſuffer thy foot to be moved; he 
bat keepeth thee will not flumber*. The Lord ſhall preſerve thy going out, and 
i 7 hy coming in, from this time forth, and even for evermore i. Unto thee lift I 
Wp mine eyes, O thou that dwelleſt in the heavens ®, 
I had fainted unleſs I had believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land 
pf the living. Unleſs the Lord had been my help, my foul had almoſt dwelt in 
Wicnce. When I ſaid, My foot ſlippeth; thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. In the 
Pultitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my ſouls. In the 
2 lay when I cried, thou anſweredſt me; and ſtrengthnedit me with ſtrength in 


r n 


r 
Ly 1 * 


hy right hand ſhall fave me?. As for God, his way 1s perfect; the word of the 
ord is tried ; he is a buckler to all thoſe that truſt in him. For who is God, fave 
e Lord? or who is a rock fave our God? It is God that girdeth me with 
= rcngth, and maketh my way perfet*. I am continually with thee; thou haſt 


. 
\ 
4 
* 


Paal. xciv. 27, 18, 19. 7 Pal. wii. 3. 2 Plal. cxxxvill. 7. 7 Plal. zviii. 30, — 32. 


| = foul?, Though I walk in the midſt of trouble, thou wilt revive me; and 


| holden 
d Pſal. li. 6, 7, 8. © Pſal. IN. 20, 21, 12. « Pfal. cxJii. 1. e Pſal. cxliil. 6. 
f Pſal. czliii. 7, 8. t Pfal. cxliii. 10. b Pſal. cxix. 33,37. * Pſal. xliii. 3, 4, 5: 
* Pal. cxxi. 1, 2, 3. * Pal. cazi. 8. = Ppſal. cxxiil. 1. "» Pſal. xxvii. 13. 
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holden me by my right hand, Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and after. 
wards receive me to glory. The Lord ſhall deliver me from every evil work, 
and will preſerve me unto his heavenly kingdom. Whom have I in heaven hy 
thee? and there is none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee. My fleſh ang ay 
heart faileth ; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever +, 
He reſtoreth my ſoul ; he leadeth me in the paths of righteouſneſs for his name'; 
ſake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will feu 
no evil; for thou art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff they comfort me*, 


TART 


© Plal, Ixxili. 23, 24. 3 Tim. iv. 18, * Pſa, Ixziii. 25, 26. * Pſal, xxlii, 3, 7 
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. IV. 


Of the ExcELLENCY of the DispENSsaT Io of the Gospkr. 


2] SECT. 1, The exalted views, which are given us by the prophets and ſaints, - 


of this diſpenſation, 2. That this is a diſpenſation of the greateſt goodneſs. 
3.—Of light and ſaving knowledge. 4.—Of mercy and reconciliation. 5. 
—Entirely of grace. 6.—By which both Jews and Gentiles have acceſs to 
all the riches of the covenant of God. 7. The goſpel affords the moſt ſolid 
comforts in adverſity. 8. By it the overwhelming terrors of death are remo- 
ved. 9. It fills the ſoul with the joyful hope of eternal life. 10. Of the ne- 
ceſſity of giving due attention to this diſpenſation of divine love. 11. The 
triumph of the apoſtles in the lively view of its excellency. 12. The doxc- 


logy of the redeemed, 


> SECT. I. The exalted views, which are given us by the prophets and 


ſaints, of this diſpenſation. 


OW beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth * ? 


| 4 Break forth into joy, ſing together, ye waſte places of Jeruſalem : For the 


Lord hath comforted his people ; he hath redeemed Jeruſalem. The Lord hath 
made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations ; and all the ends of the 


= carth ſhall ſee the ſalvation of our God >. Mercy and truth are met together; 


righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other *. All the ends of the world ſhall 


| remember, and turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations ſhall 


worſhip before thee : For the kingdom is the Lord's; and he is the governor 


i ; among the nations 4. He ſhall judge the poor of the people; he ſhall ſave the 


children of the needy, and ſhall break in pieces the oppreſſor ©. In his days ſhall 
the righteous flouriſh, and abundance of peace ſo long as the moon endureth. 


e ſhall have dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, and from the river unto the ends of 


the earthf, Yea all kings ſhall fall down before him; all nations ſhall ſerve him. 


Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, ſaith your God. The voice of him that 


crieth 


$1. « Ifa, Ui. 7. „ TA. Iii. 9, 10. e Pſal. Ixxxv. 10. 4 Pal, zxit, 27, 28. 
Pal. Ixxii 4. 1 Pſal. Ixxii. 7, 8. s Pfal. Ixxii. 11, f 
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288 Of the EXCELLENCY of the GOSPEL. Partly 


cricth in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make ſtraight in the 
deſart a high way for our God. Every valley ſhall be exalfeh, and every non. 
tain and hill ſhall be made low; and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and the 
rough places plain. And the glory of the Lord ſhall be eee and all fc 
ſhall fee it together: For the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. Ariſe, ſluine; 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee!. Break 
forth into joy, ſing together, ye waſte places of Jeruſalem : For the Lord hatt 
comforted his people; and all the ends of the earth ſhall ſee the ſalvation of gy; 
God *. The wilderneſs and the folitary place fhall be glad, and the deſart {,j 
rejoice, and blofſom as the roſe: They ſhall ſee the glory of the Lord, and tie 


exccllency of our God. I the Lord have called thee in righteoufneſs, and wil 


hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, 
for a light of the Gentiles ®. Behold, I have given him for a witneſs to the 
people, a leader and commander to the people. 'Behold, thou ſhalt call a nation 
that thou knoweſt not; and nations that knew not thee ſhall run unto thee, be. 
cauſe of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Iſrael; for he hath pleri 
fed thee ®, Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, O daughter of Jen. 


Aalem : Behold, thy King cometh unto thee; he is juſt, and having ſylvations, 


His name ſhall endure for ever ; his name ſhall be continued as long as the ſun; 
and men ſhall be bleſſed in him; all nations ſhall call him bleſſed. Bleſſed be the 
Lord God, the God of Iſracl, who only doth wondrous things. And bleſſed be 
his glorious name for ever; and let the whole carth be filled with his glory, 
Amen and amen v. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Ifracl ; for he hath viſited and 
redeemed his people, and hath raiſed up an horn of falvation for us in the hut 
of his ſervant David; as he ſpake by the mouth of his hoiy prophets, which 


have been fince the world began; that we ſhould be ſaved from our enemies 


and from the hand of all that hate us; to perform the merey promiſed to our {i 
thers, and to remember lis holy covenant, the oath which he ſware to our fe 


ther Abraham, That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out d 


the hands of our enemies, might ſerve him without fear, in holineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs before him, all the days of our life . — To give knowledge of falvation 
unto his people by the remiſſion of their ſins, through the tender mercies of our 
God; whercby the day-ſpring from on high hath viſited us, to give light to 
them that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death; to guide our feet in the 
way of peace *. Glory to God in the higheſt ; and on earth peace, good-vil 
towards men t. Bchold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dweli 


with them; and they l{i:all be his people, and God himſelf ſhall be with then, 


and 


D Na. . t-% 4. $ L Tin. In. t. 
m -T{a. xii. 6. v Hailv:4.s 


Luke i. 68,—75, 


* Iſa. Iii. 9, 10. 1 Iſa. xxxv. I, 2. 
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Et and be their God. Amen: Bleſling, and glory, and wiſdom, and thanks. 
giving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God, for ever and 
cver“. 


SECT. 2. That this is a diſpenſation of the greateſt goodneſs. 


| RxJ01CE greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, O daughter of Jeruſalem : 
® Bchold thy King cometh unto thee ; he is juſt, and having ſalvation . I will 
1 greatly rejoice in the Lord; my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God: For he hath 
+ clothed me with the garments of ſalvation ; he hath covered me with the robe 
* of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a bride 
; adorneth herſelf with her jewels : For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and 
: az the garden cauſeth the things that are ſown in it to ſpring forth; ſo the Lord 
« God will cauſe righteouſneſs and praiſe to ſpring forth before all the nations ?*, 
Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the ſkies pour down righteouſneſs ; 
let the earth open, and let them bring forth ſalvation, and let righteouſneſs 
| ; ſpring up together © .— God is love.—In this was manifeſted the love of God to- 
= wards us; becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him. Herein is love; not that we loved God, but that he 
© loved us, and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our ſins 2. The word was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us; and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
% only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth *. And of his fulneſs have 
5 all we received, and grace for grace; for the law was given by Moſes, but grace 
and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt r. 


SECT. 3.-—-Of light and ſaving knowledge. 


Tax darkneſs is paſt, and the true light now ſhineth *, God, who at ſundry 
time, and in divers manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the fathers by the pro- 
C 8 FPhete, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he appointed 
WE cir of all things, by whom alſo he made the worlds e: Who hath ſaved us, 
aud called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
WT bi wn purpoſe and grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
besen; but is now made manifeſt by the appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
o hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life and immortality to light 


O 0 through 
. Rev. xxi 3. Rev. vii. 12. 

& W 2 Zech In, 9. » Tfa. lxi. 10, 11. e Iſa. xlv. 8, 1 John iv. 8, 9, 10. 
3 * Joln i. 14. f John i. 16, 17. 
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through the goſpel ©: Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom, though now 
ye ſee him not, yet believing ye rejoice, with joy unſpeakable and full of glo- 
ry; receiving the end of your faith, even the ſalvation of your ſouls: Of which 
ſalvation the prophets have enquired and ſearched diligently, who propheſieq of 
the grace that ſhould come unto you; ſearching what, or what manner of tine 
the Spirit of Chriſt, which was in them, did ſignify, when it teſtified before. 
hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow : Unto whom ir 
was revealed, that not unto themſelves, but unto us they did miniſter the thin 
which are now reported unto you, by them that have preached the goſpel uno 
you, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven; which things the angels de. 
fire to look into d. Grace and peace be multiplied unto you, through the kngy. 
tedge of God, and of Jeſus our Lord; according as his divine power hath giygn 
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godlineſs, through the knowledge 
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue; whereby are given unto us c. 
ceeding great and precious promiſes z that by theſe ye might be partakers of th 
divine nature, having eſcaped the corruption that is in the world through luſt *, 
For this cauſe we alſo do not ceaſe to pray for you, and to deſire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing f : Giving thanks unto the Father, who hath delivered us from the powe: 
of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son 8, For 
God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face d 
Jeſus Chriſt »,—Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light in the Lord; 
walk as children of the light i ; proving what is acceptable unto the Lord“. 


SECT. 4.—4 diſpenſation of mercy and reconciliation. 


WHEN the fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent forth his Son made of: 
woman, made under the law; to redeem them that were under the law, that vt 
might receive the adoption of ſons . This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, That Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave ſinners, of whom | 
am the chief b. Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law; being made 
a curſe for us . Now, the righteouſneſs of God without the law is manifefted, 
being witneſſed by the Jaw and the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs of God 
which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believed; be- 


ing juſtified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chrilt; 
| whom 


e 2 Tim. 1. 9, 10. 41 Pet. i. 8,12, e 2 Pet. i. 2, 3, 4. f Col. i. 9. 
s Col. i. 12, 13. > 2 Cor. iv. 6. i Eph. v. 8. * Eph, v. 10. 
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A diſpenſation of mercy and reconciliation, 291 


SECT. 4. 


whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through the forbear- 
ance of God; to declare, I fay, at this time his righteouſneſs; that he might 
be juſt, and the juſtifier of him who believeth in Jeſus s. And all things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt; and hath given to us 
the miniſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, That God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. For he hath made 
him to be ſin for us, who knew no ſin; that we might be made the rightcouſneſs 
of God in him f. Therefore, being juſt iſied by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; by whom alſo we have acceſs by faith into this 
grace wherein we ſtand*; in whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveneſs of ſins according to the riches of his grace. For it pleaſed the Fa- 
ther, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell; and having made peace throngh the 
blood of his croſs, by him to reconcile all things unto himſelf; by him, I ſay, 


| 4 whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven !. And you that were 
* ſometime alienated,“ and enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet now hath 


be reconciled, in the body of his fleſh through death, to preſent you holy, and 


= unblameable, and unreproveable in his ſight *. There is therefore now no con- 
= demnation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh but 
* after the Spirit. For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the 
& fleſh, God ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin con- 
© demned (in in the fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in 
us who walk not after the fleſh but after the Spirit“. What ſhall we then ſay 
co theſe things? If God be for us, who can be againſt us? He that ſpared not his 
& own Son, but delivered him up for us all; how ſhall he not with him alſo frecly 
, pive us all things? Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is 
& God that juſtifieth z Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea ra- 


ther that is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh 


interceſſion for us s. For I am perſuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor an- 


gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 


N : height, nor depth, nor any other creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
WE lovc of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord e. 


Oo 2 SECT, 
* Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 21, s Rom. v. t, 2. b Eph. i. 7. 
| Col. i. 19, 20, * Col. i. 21, 22. | Rom, viii. 1. in Rom. viii. 3, 4. 
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SE c T. 5.—4 diſpenſation entirely of grace. 


Every good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turn. 
ing. Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we ſhould be a 
kind of firſt fruits of his creatures . Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lorg 
Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places ix 
Chriſt ; according as he hath choſen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we ſhould be holy, and without blame before him in love b. Not by 
works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to his mercy he fi. 
ved us by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; which 
he ſhed on us abundantly through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour ©, For by grace are 
ye ſaved through faith; and that not of yourſelves ; it is the gift of God; not 
of works leſt any man ſhould boaſt : For we are his workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath before-ordained that we ſhoull 
walk in them . Of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us wif. 
l dom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification and redemption . Ye are waſhed, ye 
| are ſanctified, ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit « 
\13 our God i. Ye are a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, 
i peculiar people; that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath called 
1 Fou out of darkneſs into his marvellous light; which in time paſt were not a peo- 
1 ple, but are now the people of God; which had not obtained mercy, but nov 
5 have obtained mercy s. What fruit had ye then in thoſe things whereof ye ar 
l now aſhamed ? But now being made free from ſin, and become ſervants to God, 
| ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life ». For the grace d 
God that bringeth ſalyation, hath appeared unto all meni. 


| | SECT, 6A diſpenſation by which both Fews and Gentiles have acceſs to 
| all the riches of the covenant of God. 

i AND you hath he quickned who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins*, Eva 
1 when we were dead in fins, he hath quickned us together with Chriſt; and hath 


raiſed us up together, and hath made us fit together in heavenly places in Chrill 
Jeſus d. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time paſt Gentiles in the fleſh, 
who are called uncircumciſion by that which is called the circumciſion in the 
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Acſh made by hands: That at that time ye were without Chriſt, being aliens from 
the common-wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the covenant of promiſe, ha- 
ving no hope, and without God in the world; but now in Chriit Jeſus, ye who 
ſometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt, For he is our 
peace, who hath made both one ; and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us; having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances, for to make in himſelf of twain one 
new man, ſo making peace; and that he might reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the croſs, having ſlain the enmity thereby; and came and preached 
peace to you, which were afar off, and to them that were niph. For through 
him we both have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye 
are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and of 
the houſhold of God: And are built upon the foundation of the apoſtles and pro- 
phets, Jeſas Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner ſtone d. For by one offering 
he hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified“. Having therefore, bre- 
thren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new 
and living way, which he hath conſecrated for us through the vail, that is to ſay 
his fleſh ; and having an High Prieſt over the houſe of God ; let us draw near 
with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an 
evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with pure water e. For we have not an 
High Prieſt who cannot be touched with the teeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without ſin, Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find prace to 
help in the time of need t. Aſk, and it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; 
knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you 2. If a ſon ſhall aſk bread of any of you 
that is a father, will he give him a ſtone? Or if he aſk a fiſh, will he for a fiſh 
give him a ſerpent ? Or if he ſhall aſk an egg, will he offer him a ſcorpion ? If 
ye then being evil, know how to give good gitts unto your children, how much 
more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him * ? 
And all things whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in prayer, believing, ye Mall receive !. 
Aſk of God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be 
given*, Aſk and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may be full!. 


SE r. 7. The goſpel affords the moſt ſolid comforts in all our adverſities. 


BeLoveD, think it not ſtrange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though ſome ſtrange thing happened unto you; but rejoice, in as much as ye 
are 

* Eph. ii. 11,—20, 4 Heb. x. 14. © Heb. x. 19,—22, f Heb. iv. 15, 16. 
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arc partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings ; that when his glory ſhall be revealed, ye 
may be glad alſo with exceeding joy *. Now, for a ſeaſon, (if need be) ye are 
in heavineſs through manitold temptations, that the trial of your faith bein 
much more precious than of gold that periſheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory at the appearing of Jeſus 
Chriſt . Whereforc, let us run with patience the race that is ſet betore us, 
looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of our faith; who for the joy that wi; 
ſer before him, endured the croſs, deſpifing the ſhame, and is ſet down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. For conſider him that endured ſuch contra 
diction of ſinners againſt himſelf, left ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Je 

2ve not yet reſiſted unto blood ſtriving againſt fin*; and there hath no temp- 
tation taken you, but ſuch as is common to man; but God is faithful, who wil 
not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temyta. 
tion alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it 4. For he hath 
ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee; ſo that we may boldly ſay, The 
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man ſhall do unto me?. For which 
cauſe we faint not; but though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man i; 
renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worket 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at 
the things which are ſcen, but at the things which are not ſeen ; for the things 
which are ſcen, are temporal; but the things which arg not ſeen are cternal!, 
Therefore, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; and again I ſay rejoices, 
Be careful for nothing; bur in every thing by prayer and ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made known unto God. And the peace df 
God, which paiſeth all underſtanding, ſhall Keep your hearts and minds through 


Chriſt Jeſus". And the God ot peace {hall bruize Satan under your feet ſhort: 
i 


ly . 


SE c r. 8. By it the overwhelming terrors of death are removed. 


Tas laſt enemy that ſh-ll be deſtroyed is death * : That as fin hath reigned 
unto death, even ſo might grace reign throagh righteouſneſs unto eternal lie 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord *. For ſince by man came death, by man came lo 
the reſurrection of the dead; for as in Adam all dic, even fo in Chriſt fhall all be 
made alive ©. Foraſmuch as the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, he allo 
himſelf like ways took part of che ſame; that through death, he might deivioy 

| him 
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him that had the power of death, that is the devil; and deliver them who through 


the fear of death, were all their lifetime ſubject to bondage d. For I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are aſlcep, that ye 
forrow not, even as others which have no hope; for if we believe that Jeſus 
died and roſe again, even fo them allo which fleep in Jeſus, will God bring with 
him e. Then ſhall be brought to pals the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwal- 
lowed up in victory t. I will ranſom them from the power of the grave; 1 will 
redeem them from death; O death, I will be thy plague; O grave, I will be 
thy deſtruction s. O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory ? 
The ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law; but thanks be to 
God who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift b Thercforc let 
no man glory in men; for all things are yours; whether Paul or Apollos, or Ce— 
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to come; all 
are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's i, For we know that if our 
carthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens *, For our converſation is 
in heaven, from whence alſo we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
who ſhall change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is able even to ſubdue all things 
unto himſelf? 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day up- 
on the earth. And though after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, yet in my 
flein ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, 
and not another; though my reins be conſumed within me *. I know whom I 
have believed; and I am perſuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him againſt that day“. I have fought a good fight, I have fi- 
niſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me at that 
day; and not to me only, but unto all them alſo that love his appearing e. 
Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be ſober, and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt “. 


SECT. g. It fills the ſoul with the joyful hope of eternal life. 


Jesvs anſwered and ſaid unto Nicodemus*, As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in 


WE thc wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up; that whofoever be- 


lieveth 
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lieveth on him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. For God ſo loved the | 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in hin Wa 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting lifeb. Bleſſed be the God and Father of . EE 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; to an in. 
heritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto ſalyai. 
on, ready to be revealed in the laſt time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice e, in hope 
of eternal life, which God that cannot lie, promiſed before the world began! 
Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompenſe tribulation to them that 
trouble you; and to you who are troubled reſt with us, when the Lord [cf 
thall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the goſpel of ou 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt © ; who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; when he ſhall come to 
be glorified in his ſaints, and to be admired in all them that believe t. 
| Beloved, now are we the ſons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we 
ſhall be; but we know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; for we 
ſhall ſee him as he iss. For the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirits, 
that we are the children of God : And if children, then heirs ; heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Chriſt; if ſo be that we ſuffer with him, that we may be 
alſo glorified together. For God hath not appointed us unto wrath ; but to 
obtain ſalvation by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us, that whether ve 
wake or ſleep, we ſhould live together with him. Wheretore, brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election ſure ; for if ye do theſe things, ye 
ſhall never fall; for ſo an entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly, into 
the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 505 For ye are not 
come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire; nor 
unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, and the ſound of a trumpet, aud 
the voice of words; which voice they that heard, entreated that the word {loud 
not be ſpoken to them any more '; but ye are come unto mount Zion, and ui 
to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general aflembly and church of the firſt- born which 
are written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt met 
made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant ®, For the Lord 
himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhour, with the voice of the archanoel, 


and with the trump of God ; and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. Then we whit 
are 
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we alive and remain, ſhall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and ſo ſhall we be ever with the Lord s. And they 
that be wife ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the ſirmament; and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever ®, Wherefore, comfort 
one another with theſe words“; and edify one another, even as allo ye do“. 
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SECT. 10. Of the neceſſity of giving due attention to this diſpenſation 
: of divine love. 
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| THEREFORE we ought to give the more earneſt heed to the things which we 
have heard, left at any time we ſhould let them flip: For if the word ſpoken by 
angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and difobedience received a juſt re- 
® compence of reward; How ſhall! we eſcape, it we neglect fo great ſalvation, 
which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us 

by them that keard him ; God alſo bearing them witneſs by ſigns and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own will * ? 
For if we ſin wilfully, after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins; but a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the adverſaries, He that 
deſpiſed Moſes's law, died without mercy under two or three witneſſes; Ot 
how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant 
wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done deſpite unto the 
Spirit of grace v? See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; for if they eſcaped 
not who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we 
E twin away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven ©, Wheretore, as the Holy 
G! uit faith, To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts; as in 
the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderneſs 4. We then, as 
W workers together with him, beſeech you alſo, that ye receive not the grace of 
W God in vain : For he ſaith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day 
0: ſalvation have I ſaccoured thee : Behold now is the accepted time; behold 
now is the day of ſalvation ©, For the ſcripture faith, Whoſoever believeth on 

WE bi, {hall not be aſhamed: For there is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek ; for the ſame Lord over all, is rich to all that call upon him: For 
wholocver ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved*. Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him while he is near. Let the wic- 
Ked torſake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him re— 
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turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon s. 

I Jeſus have ſent mine angel to teſtify unto you theſe things in the churches, 
I am the root and the off-pring of David, and the bright and morning Star, an 
the Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come: And let him that heareth ſay, Come: And 
let him that is a-thirſt come; and whoſoever will, let him take the water ot 
life freely“. 


SECT. It. The triumph of the apoſtles in the lively view of its excelleny, 


Tart Jews require a ſign, and the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom ; but we preach 
Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a {tumbling block, and unto the Greeks fooliſh. 
neſs; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the power 
of God, and the wiſdom of God *. For J am not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chrit; 
for it is the power of Cod unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth ; to the 
Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek ; for therein is the righteouſneſs of God reveal. 

ed from faith to faith >, Yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for tle 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; for whom I have ſuffer. 
ed the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law; 
but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God 
by faith; that I may know him, and the power of his reſurrection, and the fe. 
lowſhip of his ſufferings, being made conformable unto his death; if by any 
means I might attain unto the reſurrection of the dead. Thanks be unto Gol, 
who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt 4. God forbid' that I ſhould glory, 
fave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world ©. For J am crucified with Chriſt ; nevertheles] 
live; yet not I, but Chritt liveth in me; and the life which I now live in th 
fleſh, 1 live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſch 
for me f. Wherefore alſo we pray always for you, that our God would count 
you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and 
the work of faith with power ; that the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be 
glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God, and th: 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt s. For we have not followed cunningly deviſed fables, whe! 
we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt ; bit 


were eye- witneſſes of his majeſty : For he received from God the Father honoul 
| and 


— 1 = 
— — — = * 


— _— — 


£ Iſa. lv. 6, 7. * Rev. xxii. 16, 17, 


$ 11, 1 Cor. i. 22, 23, 2. Rom. i. 16, 17, Philip. iii. 8,—1T, a 2 Cor, il. 14 
e Gal. vi. 14. 1 Gal. Th 20, 8.2 Theſſ. i. II, 12. Fg 


— 


gecr. 12. The doxology of the redeemed. 299 


and glory, when there came ſuch a voice to him from the excellent glory, This 
is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. And this voice which came 
from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount “. Thar 
which we have ſcen and heard declare we unto you, that ye alſo may have fel— 
lowſhip with us; and truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt i, Behold what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, 
that we ſhould be called the Sons of God : We know, that when he ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him; for we ſhall fee him as he is*, This is the record, that 
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son ',—Chritt in you 
the hope of glory ®, 


SECT. 12. The doxology of the redeemed. 


AND I beheld, and lo, in the midſt of the throne, and of the four beaſts, and 
in the midſt of the elders, ſtood a Lamb as it had been ſlain :. And the four 
beaits, and four and twenty elders, fell down before the Lamb, having every 
one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of 
ſaints. And they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art worthy,—and haſt re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation: And haſt made us unto our God kings and prieſts ; and we shall 
reign in the earth. And | beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round 
about the throne, and the beaſts and the elders ; and the number of them was 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands ; ſaying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. And every crea- 
ture which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are 
in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard I ſaying, Bletling, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, 
for ever and ever. And the four beaſts ſaid, Amen; and the four and twenty 
elders fell down, and worſhipped him that liveth for ever and ever d. 
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Of the cRACIOUs PROPOSALS F GOD ro MANKIND ; and f 


the Way in which we become PARTAKERS of the BENExirs 


. 


Of FAIT ER. 


SECT. 1. Of faith in general. 2. Of faith in ſpecial revelations, made to 
particular perſons, for peculiar purpoſes of divine providence. 3. Of faith in 
the Old Teſtament revelation, and ſacred regard to it, 4. Of the unbelief 
and perverſeneſs of Iſrael. 5. Of the complaints and denunciations of the 
Moſt High on this account. 6. Of faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. +7. The 
ruinous effects of unbelief. 8. Of our being juſtified by faith in Chriſt, 9. 
Of the efficacy of faith, and its influence on holineſs. 10. Some examples of 
the power of faith in ancient times. 11. This divine principle, and its effects, 
illuſtrated in the character of Abraham, 12. Faith in Chriſt Jeſus lays the 
foundation of the moſt comfortable hope, and opens a joyful proſpect to the 
people of God. 13. The prayers of the apoſtles in behalf of thoſe that be- 


lieved. 
W to God muſt believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 

that diligently ſeek him. Now faith is the ſubſtance of things ho- 
ped for, the evidence of things not ſeen . He that cometh from heaven is above 
all; and what he hath ſeen and heard, that he teſtifieth. He that hath received 
his teſtimony, hath ſer to his ſeal, that God is true © ;—thar they may believe 
that thou haſt ſent me 4.—We believe that thou cameſt forth from God ©.—l 


worſhip the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the lay 
and the prophets t. 


SECT. 1. Of faith in general, 
ITHOUT faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe Cod: For he that cometh 


SECT. 


S 1, * Heb. xi. 6. b Heb. xi. f. John iii. 3, —33. John xi. 4> 
e John xvi. 30. f Acts xxiv. 14. 
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Scr. 2. Of faith in ſpecial revelations made to particular perſons, for pe- 
culiar purpoſes of divine Providence, 


By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with 
4 fear, prepared an ark to the ſaving of his houſe, by the which he condemned the 
WS ord, and became heir of the righteouſneſs which is by faith *. By faith Abra- 
ham when he was called to go out into a place which he ſhould after receive for 
nin inhcritance, obeyed, and he went out not knowing whither he went; for he 
W looked for a city which hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God b. 
Through faith alſo Sarah herſelf received ſtrength to conceive ſeed, and was de- 
T livercd of a child when ſhe was palt age; becauſe ſhe judged him faithful who 
had promiſed; therefore ſprang there, even of one, and him as good as dead, fo 
many as the ſtars of the ſky in multitude, and as the ſand which is by the ſea- 
© fore innumerable*®. By faith Iſaac bleſſed Jacob and Eſau concerning things to 
WE comc 4. By faith Jacob when he was a dying bleſſed both the ſons of Joleph ie. 
A By ..ith Joſeph when he died made mention of the departing of the children of 
T 1ſracl; and gave commandment concerning his bones“. By faith Moſes, when 
he was come to years, refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter; chu- 
WE $61 rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleaſures 
© of lin for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the 
WS treafurcs in Egypt; for he had reſpect unto the recompenſe of the reward *, By 
faith he forſook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as 
| ſecing him who is inviſible. Through faith he kept the paſſover, and the ſprink- 


they paſſed through the red ſea, asby dry land ; which the Egyptians eſſay ing to 
do, were drowned *, For whatſoever things were written aforetime, were writ— 
ten for our learning; that we through patience and comfort of the ſcriptures 
might have hope“. 


WT $: cr. 3. Of faith in the Old Teſtament revelation, and ſacred regard to it. 


Tus Lord made known his ways unto Moſes, his acts unto the children of 1(- 
el. He theweth his word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and judgments unto Ifrael », 
or hc eſtabliched a teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, which he 
ommanded our fathers, that they ſhould make them known to their children; 
that 


; WW 5 2. * Heb. xi. 5. e Heb. xi. 8, 10, © Heb. xi. 11, 12. 4 Heb. xi. 20. 


© Heb. xi. 21. ' Heb. zi. 22. s Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26. b Heb. xi. 27,29, 
Koln. xv. 4. 


$3. © Pfal, ciii, 6, 7. b Plal. cxlvii. 19, 
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that they might ſet their hope in God, and not forget the works of God; by 
keep his commandments ; and might not be as their fathers, a ſtubborn ang r. 
bellious generation; a generation that et not their heart aright, and whoſe ſhi 
rit was not ſtedfaſt with God . The Lord came from Sinai, and roſe up fon 
Seir unto them; he ſhined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thou. 
ſands of ſaints 5 from his right hand went a fiery law for them. Yea he loved the 
people; all his ſaints are in thy hand: And they ſat down at thy feet; ever 
one ſhall receive of thy words. Moſes commanded us a law; even the inher, 
tance of the congregation of Jacobs. And Moſes wrote this law, and delivered 
it unto the prieſts, and unto all the elders of Iſrael; and commanded them gh. 
ing e, Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy 
{tranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may lean, 
and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve to do all the words of this law; and 
that their children, which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn 9 
fcur the Lord your God, as long as ye livef, 

Give car, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of ny 
mouths, Bow down thine ear and hear the words of the wiſe, and apply thine 
heart unto my knowledge; for it is a pleaſant thing if thou keep them witlin 
thee, that thy truſt may be in the Lord“. My ſon, if thou wilt receive ny 
words, and hide my commandinents with thee ; ſo that thou incline thine en 
unto wiſdom, and apply thine heart to underſtanding ' ; then ſhalt thou under 
ſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord pitch 
wiſdom ; out of his mouth cometh knowledge and underitanding *, Lay up ny 
words in your heart, and in your foul, and bind them for a ſign upon your hunt 
that they may be as frontlets between your eyes 1, Bind them continually u 
on thine, heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou goeſt, it ſhall lex 
thee ; when thou flecpeſt, it ſhall Keep thee; and when thou awakelt, it fl 
talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; andre 
proots of inſtruction are the way of life ®. Wherefore do ye ſpend nie 
for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which ſatisfieth ns: 
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your ſoul & 
light itſelf in tatneſs. Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and you li 
ſhall live®, Believe in the Lord your God, fo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; bel 
his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper®. If ye will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not 
eſtabliſhed ?, | 


Sc 
e Pſal. Izzviil. 5, 7,8. 4 Deut. xxxiii 2,-4- e Deut. xxxi. 9, 10. f Deut. M. '4 7 
4 Plal. Izzviii. 1. h Prov xxl. 17, 18. 19, 1 Prov. ii. r, 2. k Prov i 5. 6 


Deut. xi. 18, m Prov. vi. 21, 22, 23. 2 Iſa. Iv. 2, 3. © 2 Chron, A. © 
Ia. vii. 9. 


Car, I. Of F ATT R. 


SECT. 4. Of the unbelief and perverſeneſs5 of Iſrael. 


Ty x children of Ephraim kept not the covenant of God, and refuſed to walk 
in his law 3 and forgat his works and his wonders that he ſhewed them. Yea they 
ſpake againſt God *. Therefore the Lord heard this, and was wroth; fo a fire was 
Kkiadled againſt Jacob, and anger allo came up againſt Iſrael; becauſe they believed 
bot in God, and truſted not in his ſalvation d. For all this they ſinned ſtill; and 
ocker ed not for his wondrous works © ; tor their heart was not right with him, 

neither were they ſtedfaſt in his covenant d. But turned back and dealt untaith— 
fully like their fathers; they were turned aſide like a deceitful bow *, Never- 
W hcl he ſaved them for his name's ſaxe: That he might make his mighty power 
to be known t. Then believed they his words, they ſang his praiſe ; but they 
Hon forgat his works, they waited not for hiscounſel ® They forgat God their 
(uv iour; they believed not his word, and hearkened not unto the voice of the 
Lord. Therefore he litted up his hand againſt them to overthrow them i, 


rer. 5. The complaints and denunciations of the moſt high God on this 
account. 


Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O carth; for the Lord hath ſpoken. I have 

W nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have rebelled againit me. The ox 
WE knows his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, my 
1 people doth not conſider . Yea the ſtork in the heaven knoweth her appoint- 
ed times, and the turtle, and the crane, and the ſwallow obſerve the time of 
their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the Lord d. For my 

| ; pcople is fooliſh, they have not known me, they are {ottiſh children, and they 
WE hivc none underſtanding<*. They are like the deaf adder that ſtoppeth her car, 
which will not hearken to the voice of the charmers,charming never ſo wiſcly 4, 
WBccauſe they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, 
ec ul! deſtroy them and not build them up*. For they will not hearken unto 
4 me; tor all the houſe of Iſrael are impudent and hard-hearted ?; and will not be- 
hold the majeſty of the Lord :. They refuſed to hearken, _ pulled away the 
oulder, and ſtopped their ears, that they ſhould not hear, Yea, they made their 
earts as an adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the law,and the words which the 
ord of hoſts hath ſent in his ſpirit by the former prophets d. Therefore it is 
come 


ba bai. 9, 10, 11, 19. » pfal. Ixzvili. 21, 22. Pal. Ixxviil, 32. Pal. Inxviii. 37. 
da . 26. 

. 14. 1 2, 3. V Jer. viii. 7. e Jer. iv 22, 4 Pſal. Ivili. 4, 5. 

* Plal, xxviii.s, 3 f-Ezek, ili. 7. 8 Ila. xxvi. 10. d Zech, vii. 11, 12. 


* Pfal. laxviii. 57, f Pſal. evi. 8, s Pſal. cvi. 12, 13. Þ Plal. cvi. 21, 24,25. 
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come to paſs, that as he cried, and they would not hear; fo they cried and! 
would not hear, faith the Lord of hoſts . Becauſe I have called, and ye refused. 
J have {ſtretched out my hand and no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nouph 
all my counſel, and would none of my reproof; I alſo will laugh at your «|, 
mity, I will mock when your fear cometh *; when your fear cometh as deſol. 
tion, and your deſtruftion cometh as a whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguh 
cometh upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, but 1 will not anſwer; th, 
ſhall ſeck me early, but they ſhall not find me: For that they hated Knou lech, 


and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord i. For unto the wicked God faith, Wia 2 
haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou ſhouldſt take my coyeny: bs 
in thy mouth? ſeeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my words behind the, , 


Now conſider this ye that forget God, leſt I tear you in pieces, and there h 
none to deliver “. 


SECT. d. Of faitb in our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


I am the light of the world; he that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darknd, 
but ſhall have the light of life *. I am come a light into the world, that wie 
ſocver believeth on me, ſhould not abide in darkneſs v. To this end wu! 
born, and for this cauſe came ] into the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs um 
the truth. Every one that is of the truth hearcth my voice ©, For God ſo l- 
ved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believethin 
him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life“. He that believeth on hin 
is not condemned; but he that beheveth not, is condemned already; becaul: * 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And thisis * 
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkne > "I 
ther than light becauſe their deeds were evil ©. | * 

Bless ED be your eyes, for they lee, and your ears for they hear. For ver: * 
ly I ſay unto you, that many prophets and righteous men have deſired to ſe Ts 
thoſe things which ye ſee, and have not ſeen them; and to hear that 
things which ye hear, and have not heard them f, Let theſe ſayings ft 
down into your ears s. It is written in the prophets; And they ſhall be all taugt 
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Fathe, 
cometh unto me, and him that cemeth unto me, I will in no ways caſt out! 
Il came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him tix 


ſent 
Zech. vii, 1 * Prov. i. 24, 25, 26. ! Prov. i. 27, 28, 29. v Pfal. I. 16,17, A 
$6, » John vill. 12. d John xii. 46. e Joln xviii. 37. 4 John ti. 16. 


cnar. 1. Pa | Of FA1Tn. | 30 
ſent me!; and this is the will of him that ſent me, that every one who ſecth 


8 K 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God!. In him was life, and the life was the light of men *. That was the true 
light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world®. He that hath re- 
ceived his teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is true. For he whom God 
hath ſent, ſpeaketh the words of God ; for God giveth not the Spirit by meaſure 
W unto him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand e. 
por Moſes truly ſaid unto the fathers, A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
W unto you, of your brethren, like unto me; him ſhall ye hear in all things what - 
Ws ſocvcr he ſhall ſay unto you. And it ſhall come to paſs, that every ſoul which 
Vin not hear that prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among the people . To 
3 him gave all the prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſoever believeth 
in him, ſhall receive remiſſion of ſins 2. Be it known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs of 
ons; and by him all that believe, are juſtified from all things from which ye 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moles *. | 


Sx Cr. 7. The ruinous effects of unbelief. 


What ſliall we ſay then ? That the Gentiles which followed not after righteouſ- 
es, have attained to righteouſneſs, even the righteouſneſs which is of faith * ; 
WG od purifying their hearts by faith e“; but Iſrael which followed after the law 
f righteouſneſs, hath not attained to the law of righteouſneſs. Wherefore ? Be- 
auſe they ſought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law; for 
bey {tumbled at that ſtumbling-ſtone.; as it is written, Behold 1 lay in Zion 
ſtumbling- tone, and rock of offence ; and whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall 

ot be aſhamed e. Beware therefore, leſt that come upon you which is ſpoken 
f in the prophets, Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh ; for I work a 
. work in your days, a work which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a man 
eclare it unto you d. For the heart of this people is waxed groſs, and their cars 


q are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they cloſed; leſt they ſhould ſee with 


cir eyes, and hear with their ears, and underſtand with their heart, and ſhould 
Qq be 


| John vi. 3, 38. | * John vi. 40. John i. 1. u John i. 4. 
» John i. 9. John iii. 33—35- Ats ili. 22, 23. Ads x. 43. 
Acts xiii. 38, 39 


7. Rem. ix. 30. V» A xv. 8, 9. © Rom, ix. 31, 32; 33 Ads xiii. 40, 4c. 


the Son and believeth on him, may have everlaſting life; and I will raiſe him 
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be converted, and I ſhould heal them ©. Wherefore alſo it is contained in the 
ſcripture, Behold ] lay in Zion a chief corner-ſtone, elect, precious; and he thy 
believeth on him ſhall not be confounded. Unto you therefore who believe he 
is precious; but unto them which be diſobedient, the ſtone which the builden 
diſallowed, the ſame is made the head of the corner; and a ſtone of {tumbling 
and a rock of offence, even to them which ſtumble at the word, being diſobech 
ent, whereunto alſo they were appointed f. Wherefore as the Holy Ghoſt (ih 
To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. 
in the day of temptation in the wilderneſs ; when your fathers tempted me, 0 
ved me, and faw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with thy 
generation; and ſaid, They do always err in their heart; and they have ng 
known my ways. So I ſware in my wrath, They ſhall not enter into my refs 


But with whom was he grieved forty years? Was it not with them that had fn. 


ned, whoſe carcaſes fell in the wilderneſs>? And to whom ſware he that they ſhoul 
not enter into his reſt ? But to them that believed not. So we ſee that they 
could not enter in becauſe of unbelief . Thou wilt ſay then, The branches wer 
broken off, that I might be grafted in, Well; becauſe of unbelief they were 
broken off, and thou ſtandeſt by faith: Be not high minded, but fear. For i 
God ſpared not the natural branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee“ 
Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God. For the myſtery of iniquity doth already 
work", with all deccivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, in them that periſh ;. becauſe 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be ſaved. That they 
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrightcou 
neſs*, He that believeth on the Son hath everlaſting life; and he that belie- 
veth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but the wrath of God abideth on him“. 


SECT..8. Of our being juſtified by faith in Chriſt, 


For Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth; 
for Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs which is of the law, That the man which 
doth thoſe things, ſhall live by them. But the righteouſneſs which is of faith 
ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thine heart, Who ſhall aſcend into heav) 
that is, to bring Chriſt down from above, or who ſhall deſcend into the deep: 
That is, to bring Chriſt again from the dead. But what faith it, The word 5 


nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart ; that is the word of faith * 


* Heb. Tt 17. 


s Heb. iii. 7,— 11. A 
m 2 Theſſ. 7 


9 Acts xxviii. 27. 7 1 Pet. 11. 6, 757 8. | 
1 Heb, iil. 12. 


3 Heb. iii. 18, 19. * Rom. xi, 19, 20, 21. 
0 2 Theil. ii. 10, 12. P John ll, 36, 
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Je preach, That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt 
believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſa- 
ved, For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth 
confeſſion is made unto ſalvation *. Wherefore the law was our ſchoolmaſter to 
bring us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtihed by faith. But after that faith is 
come, we are no longer under a ſchoolmaſter . Therefore by the deeds of the 
law, there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in his ſight : For by the law is the know- 
= ld:c of fin. But now the righteouſneſs of God without the law is manifeſted, 
x being witneſſed by the law and the prophets. Even the righteouſneſs of God, 
which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that believe; for 
hace is no difference ©. Being jultified freely by his grace through the redemp- 
E * tion that is in Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through 


paſt, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſ- 
neſs, that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus, 
Where is boaſting then? It is excluded. By what law; of works? Nay, but by 
we law of faith 4%. Being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt “. 


SECT.9. Of the efficacy of faith, and its influence on holineſs. 


7 
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Ix Jeſus Chriſt neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, 
but faith which worketh by love *. Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
is born of God e; whatſoever is born of God overcometh the world; and this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jeſus is the Son of God *? He that 
believeth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs in himſelf J. We are bound to 
give thanks alway to God for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord; becauſe God 
hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanctification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth®. For this cauſe alſo thank we God without cea- 
ling, becauſe, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye re- 
ceived it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth the word of God, which 
effectually worketh alſo in you that believe f. For our goſpel came not unto you 
in word only, but alſo in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance 
ye became followers of us and of the Lord in much afflition with joy of the Holy 
Gholt. Jo that you were enſamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia: 


» 
* 


Qq 2 | Alſo 
$8, * Rom. x. 4—10, * Gal. iii. 24, 25. Rom. ili. 20, 21, 22. 4 Rom. iii. 24, —27. 
* Rom. v. . | 
$ 9. Gal. v. 6. vx John v. 1. 3 4 e 1 John v. 4, 5» ä 4x John V. 10. 


* 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. f 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. 


(ith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are 
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Alſo in every place your faith to God-ward is ſpread abroad. For they themſelyg, 
ſhew of us, what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how you turned 
to God from idols, to ſerve the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, even Jefus whodelivered us from the wrt 
to come 3. For tho?” I be abſent in the fleſh, yet I am with you in the ſpirit, joying, 
and beholding your order, and the ſtedfaſtneſs of your faith in Chriſt. As ye hay, 
therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him: rooted and built 
up in him; and ſtabliſhed in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding there. 
in with thankſgiving ®. Do we then make void the law through faith? Gy 
forbid ; yea we eſtabliſh the law '. How ſhall we that are dead to ſin, live any 
longer therein xñ. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might liyg 
unto God, I am crucified with Chrift; nevertheleſs Ilive; yet not I, but Chi 
hveth in me; and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith q 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himſelf for me“. I count all things by 
loſs for the excellency or the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; that I nyy 
win Chriſt ; and be found in him, not having mine own righteouſneſs, which i 
of the law; but that which is through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneh 
which is of God by faith; that I may know him, and the power of his reſurrec 
tion, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made conformable unto his death®, 

This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things L will that thou affirm conſtantly, tha | 
they who have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works; thele 
things are good and profitable unto men. What doth it profit, my brethren, 
though a man ſay he hath faith, and have not works ? can faith fave him? If 
brother or fiſter be naked, and deſtitute of daily food; and one of you ſay unto 
them, Depart in peace, be you warmed and filled ; notwithſtanding ye give then 
not thoſe things that are needful to the body; what doth it. profit? Even ſo faith, 
if it hath not works is dead being alone. Yea a man may ſay, thau haſt faith, 
and I have works; ſhew me thy faith without thy works, and 1 will ſhew thee 
my faith by my. works. Thou believeſt that there is one God; thou daſt wel; 
the devils alſo believe and tremble.. But wilt theu know, O vain man, tha 
faith without works, is dead? Was not Abraham our Father juſtified by wort, 
when he had offered Iſaae his ſon upon the altar? Seeſt thou how faith wrought 
with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? And the ſcripture w 
fulfilled, which faith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed ynto him fi 
righteouſneſs; and he was called the friend of God. Ye ſee then, how that df 
works a man is juſtified, and not by faith only s. For as the body without tit 
fpirit is dead, fo faith without works is dead alfo . Therefore we deſire that ec 
| y, 


ng + 
* [Opal "4 ye 


« 1 Theſſ i. 5,—10, > Col. ii. 5, 6, 7- ! Rom. if. 31. Rom. viel | 
1 Gal. ii, 19, 20. » Phil, wi. 8, 9, 10. a. Tit, iii. 8. Ames ü. 14-20 


G r N 309 


one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to the full affurance of hope unto the 
end. That ye be not flothful, but followers of them, who through faith and 

tience inherit the promiſes . And beſides this, giving all diligence, add to 
your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, temperance; 
and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindueſs; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity. For if theſe things be in 
you and abound, they make you that ye ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt a. But he that lacketh theſe things is 
blind, and cannot ſee afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his 
old fins, Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling 
and election ſure; for it ye do theſe things ye ſhall never fall *, Fight the good 
fight of faith, lay hold upon eternal life, whereunto- thou art alſo called t; put- 
ing on the breaſtplate of faith and love, and for an helmet the hope of ſalvation *, 
Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like men, be ſtrong *, and let us not 
be weary in welldoing; for in due ſeaſon. we ſhall. reap if we faint not“. 


Sz c T. ro. Some examples of the power of faith in ancient times. 


* WHAT ſhall I more ſay, for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, of 
Barak and of Sampſon, of Jepthae, of David, alſo of Samuel and of the prophets, 
who through faith ſubdued kingdoms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, 
ſtopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of 
the ſword, out of weakneſs were made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raiſed to lifeagain: 
and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance,. that they might obtain a 
better reſurreRion, and others had trial of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, yea, 
moreover, of bonds and impriſonment. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn a- 
funder, were tempted, were fluin with the ſword : They wandercd about in ſheep- 
ins and goat-ſkins,. being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented : (of whom the world 

Was 


r Heb. vi. 11, 12. 2 Pet. i. 3, —8. 2 Pet. i. 9, 10. t 1 Tim. vi. 1 2. 
* 1 Theſſ. v. 8. u 1 Cor xvi. 13. * Gal. vi. 9. 


With reſpec to the ſpecial revelations that were made to Gideon, Jepthae, and 
others on ſacred record, it is evident, that their faith in theſe revelations, is not to be 
confounded with that faith which juſtifies the ungodly. To them it was revealed that 
God would by their means deliver his people Iſrael from their oppreflors.. This they 
believed, they acted accordingly, and the purpoſes of Providence in theſe revelations 
were obtained.---Chriſtians believe the record of God concerning his eternal Son ; to 
em it is glad tidings of great joy; they cordially embrace and rejoice in hope. The 
devils alſo believe aud tremble ;. for to them it contains nothing but what 1s dreadful. 
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was not worthy) they wandered in deſarts, and in mountains, and in dens, and 
caves of the earth: And theſe all having obtained a good report through faith, 
received not the promiſe, God having provided ſome better thing for us, the 
they without us'ſhould not be made perfect *. Caſt not away therefore your con- 
fidence which hath great recompence of reward. Now the juſt ſhall live by faith, 
but if any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him. But we are not 
of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them who believe to the ſaving of 
the ſoul'. 


SECT. 11. 7his divine principle and its effects illuſtrated in the charadte- * 


of Abraham , 


WHarT ſhall we ſay then, that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the fleſ, 
hath ſound * ! For what ſaith the ſcripture ? Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him for righteouſneſs . Cometh this bleſſedneſs then upon the cir. 
cumciſion only, or upon the uncircumciſion alſo? For we ſay, That faith was rec- 
koned to Abraham for righteouſneſs, How was it then reckoned? when he wasin 
circumciſion, or in uncircumciſion alſo? not in circumciſion, but in uncircumciſion, 
And he received the ſign of circumciſion, a ſcal of the righteouſneſs of the faith 
which he had, being yet uncircumciſed; that he might be the father of all then 
that believe, though they be not circumciſed ; that the righteouſneſs might be 
imputed unto them alſo; and the father of circumciſion to them who are not of 
the circumciſion only, but alſo walk in the ſteps of that faith of our father Abra. 
ham, which he had, being yet uncircumciſed. For the promiſe that he ſhould be 


the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his feed through the law; but = 
thro” the righteouſneſs of faith ©. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; o 
to the end the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed ; not to that only which i b f 
of the law, but to that alſo which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of %S 
us all 4, Who againſt hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of 3 


many nations; according to that which was ſpoken, So ſhall thy ſeed be. And 
being not weak in faith, he conſidered not his own body now dead, when 
he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadneſs of Sarah's womb; 
he ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God through unbelief ; but was ſtrong in faith, 
giving glory to God; and being fully perſuaded that what he had promiſed he 
was able alſo to perform*. By faith Abraham when he was tried, offered up “ 
ſaac; and he that had received the promiſes offered up his only begotten ſon; 

| | of 
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$ (0. * Heb. xi. 32,—40. e Heb. x. 35, 38, 39. 


$ 1t, * Rom. iv. 1. d Rom. iv. 3. © Rom, iv. 9,13, 4 Rom. iv. 16. 
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of whom it was ſaid, That in Iſauc ſhall thy ſeed be called; accounting that God 
was able to raiſe him up even from the dead, from whence alſo he received him 
in a figure . And therefore it was imputed to him for righteouſneſs. Now it 
was not written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed to him; but for us alſo 
to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we believe on him that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord 
from the dead*. Know ye therefore, that they which are of faith, the 
ſame are the children of Abraham. And the ſcripture foreſeeing that God 
would juſtify the heathen through faith, preached before the goſpel unto Abra- 
ham, ſaying, In thee ſhall all nations be bleſſed. So then they which be of faith 
are bleſſed with faithful Abraham *. Chriſt hath redecined us from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curfe for us; that the bleſſing of Abraham might come 
on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt ; that we might receive the promiſe of the 
Spirit through faith. Now to Abraham and his ſeed were the promiſes made. 
He faith not, And to ſeeds as of many; but as of one; and to thy ſeed, which is 
Chriſt æ. Wherefore then ſerveth the law? It was added, becauſe of tranſgreſſions, 
till the ſeed ſhould come, to whom the promiſe was made '. Is the law then a- 
gainſt the promiſes of God? God forbid; for if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the law, 
But the ſcripture hath concluded all under fin; that the promiſe by faith of Je- 
ſus Chriſt might be given to them that believe *. 


SECT. 12. Faith in Chriſt Zeſus lays the foundation of the moſt comfort- 
able hope, and opens a joyful proſped to the people of God. 


AND you that were ſometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by wic- 
ked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his fleſh through death, 
to preſent you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his fight ; if ye conti- 
nue in the faith grounded and ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope of 
the goſpel which ye have heard *. Therefore, being juſtified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom alſo we have acceſs 
by faith unto this grace wherein we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God >, For God who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhi- 
ned in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt ©; but we all beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the 


A Lord, are changed unto the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the 


Spirit of the Lord“: For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteouſ- 
| neſs 


f Hcb. xi. ry, 18, 19. s Rom. iv. 22, 23, 24+ 5 Gal. iii. 7, 8, 9. Gal. iii. 13, 14. 
* Gal. iii. 16. 1 Gal. iii. 19. * Gal. iii. 21, 22. 
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neſs by faith* :—As many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the ſons of God, even to them that believe on his name ft. We walk by faith 
not by ſight . For our converſation is in heaven, from whence alſo we Jook 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who ſhall change our vile body, chat x 
may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working where. 
by he is able even to ſubdue all things unto himſelf *,—Bleſſed be the God ang 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, according to his abundant mercy, hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not aw 

reſerved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of God through faith 4 
to ſalvation, ready to be revealed in the laſt time: Wherein ye greatly rejoice 
though now for a ſeaſon (if need be) ye are in heavineſs through manifold temp 
tations; that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than that of poli 
that periſheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praiſe, and ho- 
nour and glory, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt; whom having not ſeen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith, even the ſalvation 
of your ſouls i. Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and! 
will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meck 
and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls *. He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life; and ſhall no 
come into condemnation, but is paſſed from death unto life “. If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye ſhall aſk what ye will, and it ſhall be done unto 
you ®, Abide in me, and J in you; as the branch cannot bear fruit of itlel, 
except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the 
vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bring 
eth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing a. In the laſt day, 


that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and cried, ſaying, H any man thirſt, le 


him come unto me and drink: He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture hat 
ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. (But this ſpake he of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould receive: For the Holy Ghoſt va 
not given, becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified.)®. I am the reſurrection 
and the life: He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live 
And whoſoever liveth and believeth in me ſhall nevor die s. "Wherefore, giti 
up the loins of your mind; be ſober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you. at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt *. Ve beloved, building 
up yourſelves in your moſt holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt, keep your 


{elves 
e Gal. v. 5. f John i. 12. * 2 Cor. v. 7. „ Philip. iii. 20 2 
i 1 Pet. i. 3.—9. k Matth. xi. 28, 29. 1 John-v. 24. = John xv. 7. 


2 Jchn Av. 47 5. » John vii. 37 38, 39. P John xi. 257 26. 9 1 Pet, i. 13 


. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
j pu ces in Chrilt © ; having made known unto us the myſtery of his will, according 


ling mention of you in my prayers ; that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
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{elves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 
eternal life *. 


SECT. 1 2. The prayers of the apoſtles in behalf of thoſe that believed. 


To the ſaints, and to the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus ; to them that have ob- 
tained like precious faith with us, through the righteouſneſs of God and our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt ; grace and peace be multiplied unto you, through the know- 
ledge of God, and of Jeſus our Lord d. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 


to his good pleaſure *., Wherefore I allo, after I heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jeſus, and love unto all the ſaints, ceaſe not to give thanks for you, ma- 


Father of glory, may give unto you the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, in the 
knowledge of him; the cyes of your underſtanding being enlightncd, that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches, of the glory of 
his inheritance in the ſaints, and what is the excceding greatneſs of his power to 
1:-werd who believe ?; that our God would count you worthy of this calling, 
and fulfil all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work of faith with power f; 
that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by faith, that ye being rooted and ground- 
ed in love, may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what is the breadth and 
length, and depth and height; and to know the love of Chriſt which paſſeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulneſs of God t. Now our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our Father, who hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlaſting conſolation and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts, and ſtabliſh you in every good word and work . And the God of hope, 
all you with all joy and peace in belicving ; that ye may abound in hope through 
the power of the Holy Gholt ©, | 


R r CHAP, 
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TT | Of REPENTANCEE. 


SECT. 1, All mankind, as guilty before God, are called to repentance, :. 
While the Lord challenges his people for their rebellious behaviour, he al 
invites them to return to him and live. 3. To this duty he incites them by 
many great and precious promiſes. 4. The preaching of John the Baptiſt tg 
this purpoſe. 5. To this effect alſo the inſtructions of our Redeemer, 6, 
The beautiful and affecting views of repentance which he hath given in his 
parables. 7. Genuine repentance is always attended with deep humility and 
contrition of ſpirit. 8. Gracious promiſes are made to the humble and con- 
trite in ſpirit, and peculiar benefits ariſe from godly forrow. 9. Real contri- 
tion illuſtrated by the examples of the woman that was a ſinner, and of the 
humble publican. 10. True penitence leads to confeſſion of ſin, and ſupfl- 
cation for mercy, 11. If our repentance be real, it will iſſue in reformation 
of heart and life. 12. To this purpoſe are the ſolemn calls of Almighty God. 
13. To this effect alſo are the commandments of our Lord Jeſus and his apoſtle, 
14. The fatal conſequence of diſregarding theſe merciful calls to repentance 
and reformation. 15. This diſregard leads to final impenitence and judici 
hardneſs of heart; and at laſt iſſues in utter ruin. 16. The God of heaven 
introduced as bewailing the impenitence of men, and waiting to be gracious 
unto all that repent. 17. His tender mercy and gracious promiſes are power 
ful motives and encouragements to repentance, 18. It is by our Lord Jeluz 
that we are brought to true repentance, and receive the remiſſion of ins. 
19. The Spirit of God urgeth this duty on flothful profeſſors of religion. 
20. Repentance, in all its extent, illuſtrated by the humble confeſſions, ſup- 
plications, and purpoſes of the ſervants of God. 21. The joy and praiſes of 
the ſaints, in their view of the pardoning mercy and grace of God. Tit 
efficacy of repentance examplified in the caſe of the children of Iſrael; dc 


Rehoboam, Ahab, and Manaſſeh; and of Joſiah, the people of Ninevel, 
Ezrah, and Nehemiah. 


SECT: 


3 


Cu ae. II. Of RETEN TAN x. 15 


IT: 1 4 All mankind, as guilty before God, are called to repentance. 


OW ſhould man be juſt with God? If he will contend with him, he can— 

not anſwer him one of a thouſand a: For all have ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of God v. Who can ſay, I have my heart clean, I am pure from 
my fin ©? Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your fins may be blot- 
ted out, when the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord a. 
Acquaint now thyſelf with him, and be at peace ; thereby good ſhall come unto 
thee*, If thou return to the Almighty, thou ſhalt be built up; thou ſhalt put 
away iniquity far from thy tabernacles . Then ſhalt thou have thy delight in 
the Almighty, and ſhalt lift up thy face unto God s. 


crcT, 2. Hhile the Lord challenges his people for their rebellious behavi- 
our, he alſo invites them to return to him and live, 


Hax, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath ſpoken, I have 
nouriſhed, and brought up children, and they have rebelled againſt me. The 
ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſracl doth not know, 
my people doth not conſider, Ah ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
a ſeed of evil doers, children that are corrupters, they have forſaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the holy One of Iſrael unto anger, they are gone away 
backward. Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? Ye will revolt more and 
more, The whole head is ſick, and the whole heart is faint. From the 
ſole of the foot even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it; but wounds, 
and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores; they have not been cloſed, neither bound up, 
neither mollified with ointment *. Be inſtructed, O Jeruſalem, leſt my ſoul de- 
part from thee ; leſt I make thee deſolate >. Therefore, O thou ſon of man, 
ſpeak unto the houſe of Iſrael; Say unto them, As 1 live faith the Lord God, 
I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye 
dic, O houſe of Iſrael © ? Go and proclaim theſe words towards the north, and 
ſay, Return thou backſliding Iſrael, faith the Lord; and I will not cauſe mine 


anger to fall upon you; for I am merciful, ſaich the Lord; and 1 will not keep 


anger for ever, Only acknowledge thine iniquity that thou halt tranſgreſſed a- 
gainſt the Lord thy God; and ye have not obeyed my voice, ſaith the Lords, 
Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former prophets have cried, ſaying, 


Rr2 Turn 
S1. Job ix: 2, 3. b Rom. ili. 23. © Prov. xx. . 4 Ads iii. 19. 
Job xxii. 21. f Job xxii. 23. s Job xxii. 26. 
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Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings ; but they dig 
not hcearken unto me faith the Lord®, O Iſrael, return unto the Lord thy God: 
for thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn t9 < 
Lord; ſay unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us gracioully ; {, 
will we render the calves of our lips“. Turn ye unto him, from whom the 
children of Iſrael have deeply revolted 8. 


SECT. 3. To this duty he incites them by many great and precious promiſe, 


Ye children of Iſracl, turn again unto the Lord God of Abraham, Iſaac, ane 
Iiracl 3 and he will return to you. And be not ye like your fathers, and lil; 
your brethren, which treſpaſſed againſt the Lord God. of their father, 1; 
thereſore gave them up to deſolation; for if ye turn again unto the Lord, your 
bre:hren.and your children ſhall find compaſſion ; for the Lord your God i; g r 
cious and merciful, and will not turn away his face from you, if ye return unte 
him *. Turn, O back fliding children, faith the Lord; for I am married unte 
you; and T will take you one of a city, and two of a family; and 1 will bring 
you to Zion d. Bchold I will bring them from the north country, and (7 the 
them from the coaſts of the earth; they. ſhall come with weeping, and dit 
ſupplications will I lead them; Iwill cauſe them to walk by the rivers of wit 
in a ſtraight way wherein they ſhall. not ſtumble ©, Thus faith rhe Lord Get, 
Repent and turn yourſelves from your idols, and turn away your faces from 
your abominations d; that the houſe of Iſrael may go no more aſtray from me, 
neither be polluted any more with all their tranſgreſſions; but that they may be 
my people, and I may be their God *. Now therefore, thus ſaith the Lord d 
hoſts, Conſider your ways f. O Iſrael thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; but in ut 
is thine help s. 

A voice was heard upon the high places, wecping and ſupplications of tit 
children of Iſrael; for they have perverted their way, and they have forgott! 
the Lord their God. Return ye backſliding children, and I will heal your back- 
{lidings. Behold we come unto thee; for thou art the Lord our God“. Lt 
us ſearch and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. Let us lift up ou 
heart with our hands unto God in the heavens *, and let us return unto the Lord; 


for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath ſmitten, and he will bind us up", 


SECT 

Tech. i. 4; * f Hol. xiv. 1, 2. s Ia. xxxi. 6. 
$ 3. 2 Chron. xxx. 6, 7, 9, Jer. iii. 14. e Jer. xxxi. 8, 9. d Ezek 1. s 
e Fzek. xiv. 11. f Hag. i. 5. 1 Hoſ, xiii, 9. Jer. ii. 21 


a Lam. 111. 4057 41. * Hol, Vis Ty . 


Cup. II. Of REPENTANCE. 117 


SECT. 4. The preaching , Fohn the Bahtiſt to this purpoſe, 


Tar word of God came unto John the fon of Zacharias, in the wilderneſs; 
and he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptiſm of repent- 
ance for the remiſſion of fins*. And ſaying, Repent ye; for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand d. Then ſaid he unto the multitude that came forth to be bap- 
tized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come. Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance ;- and begin 
not to ſay within yourſelves, We have Abraham to our father; for I ſay unto you, 
tt God is able of theſe ſtones to raife up children unto Abraham. And now 
alſo the ax is laid unto the root of the tree; every tree therefore which bring- 
(th not forth good fruit is hewn down, and calt into the fire ©. I indeed bap- 
tize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the Jatchet of whole 
nocs I am not worthy to unloole ; he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with fire, Whoſe fan is in his hand, and will thoroughly purge his floor, 
and will gather the wheat in to his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire 


unquenchablc 4. 


8 Herr. 5. To this effect alſo the inſtructions of our Redcemer. 


Now after that John was put in priſon, Jeſus came into Galilee preaching: 
the goſpel of the kingdom of God, and faying, The time is fultilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand ; repent ye, and believe the goſpel *. Except ye re- 
pent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh >. The men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up in judg- 
ment with this generation, and ſhall condemn it; becauſe they repented at the 

& preaching of Jonas, and behold a greater than Jonas is here. The Queen of 
the ſouth ſhall riſe up in the judgment with this generation, and ſhall condemn. 
it; for ſhe came from the uttermoſt parts of the earth, to hear the wiſdom of So— 
WE lonon, and behold a greater than Solomon is here ©. If I had not come and 


ſpoken unto them, they had not had fin ; but now they have no cloke for their 


ſin, If IJ had not done among them the works. which none other man did, 
they had not had ſin; but now have they both ſeen and hated both me and my 
Fathers. And when he was come near he beheld the city, and wept over it, 
ſaying, If thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day the things which 


rh 


* John xv, 24... f Luke xix. 4b 42. 


belong unto thy peace] but now they are hid from thine eyesf. O Jeruſalem, . 


Jeruſalem, - 
„Lake iii. 2, 3. b Mat. iii. 2. © Luke iii. 7, 8, 9. 4 Luke iti. 16, 17. 
WS +; Mark i. 14, 15. d Luke xiii. 3. Matth. xii. 4, 42. John xv. 22. 
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Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are ſent unt 
thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even ax 4 ke 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold your houſe 
is left unto you deſolate 8. 


SECT. 6. The beautiful and affecting views of repentance which he hath 
given in his parables, exhibiting the mercy of God, and his readineſs ty 
receive the penitent. 


Tux drew near unto him all the publicans and ſinners for to hear him. Any 
the phariſees and the ſcribes murmured, ſaying, This man receiveth ſinners, ud 
cateth with them. But when Jeſus heard that, he ſaid unto them, They 
that be whole need not a phyſician, but they that are fick, But go ye a 
learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy and not ſacrifice ; for J am not come 
to call the righteous, Lut ſinners to repentance ds. And he ſpake this parzbls 
unto them, ſaying, What man of you having an hundred ſheep, if he loſe one 

of them, doth not leave the nincty and nine in the wilderneſs, and go after tua 
which is loſt, until he find it. And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his 
ſhoulders, rejoicing; and when he cometh home, he calleth together his friend 
and neighbours, ſaying unto them, Rejoice with me, for 1 have found my ſhee 
which was loſt. I ſay unto you, that likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven over one 
ſinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine juſt perſons, which need 
no repentance © *, 

And he ſaid, A certain man had two ſons; and the younger of them ſaid u 
his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me; and be 
divided unto them his living. And not many days after, the younger ſon gr 
thered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there waſted h 
ſubſtance with riotous living. And when he had ſpent all, there aroſe a mighty 
famine in that land; and he began to be in want. And he went and joined lin. 
ſelf to a citizen of that country; and he ſent him into his fields to feed (wine 
And he would fain have filled his belly with the huſks that the ſwine did ext; 
and no man gave unto him. And when he came to himſelf, he ſaid, How ms 
ny hired ſervants of myfather's have bread enough and to ſpare, and | periſh vit 
hunger“? I will ariſe and go to my father, and will ſay unto him, Father, I hai 
ſinned againſt heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be calle 
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e Matth. zxiit. 37, 38. 


$.6. Luke xv. I, 2. b Matth, ix. 12, 13. c Luke xv. 3.— 7. Luke xv. 1,1“ 
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thy ſon; make me as one of thy hired ſervants. And he aroſe, and came to 
luis father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father ſaw him, and had 
compaſſion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kiſſed him. And the fon ſaid unto 
him, Father, 1 have ſinned againſt heaven, and in thy ſight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy fon. But the father ſaid to his ſervants, Bring forth the 
beſt robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and ſhoes on bis fect; 
and bring hither the fatted calf, and Kill it; and let us cat and be merry ; tor 
this my ſon was dead, and is alive again; he was loſt, and is found ©, 


SECT. 7. Cenuine repentance is always attended with deep humility and cou. 
trition of ſpirit. 


Tuovo the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect unto the lowly ; but the 
proud he knoweth afar off. God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble. Submit yourſelves therefore to God >. Be afflicted, and mourn, and 
weep; let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heavineſs. 
Humble your ſelves in the ſight of the Lord, and he ſhall lift you up ©. And the 
Lord ſhall give thee reſt from thy ſorrow and from thy fear“. Humble your— 
{elves therefore under the mighty hand of God; that he may exalt you in due 
time e. For the Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and ſaveth 


© ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit f, They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy. He that 


gocch forth, and weepeth, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with 


E rcjvicing, bringing his ſheaves with hims. 


Sanctiſy ye a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, gather the elders, and all the inha- 


bitants of the land, into the houſe of the Lord your God, and cry unto the Lord l. 
Alas for the day; for the day of the Lord is at hand. And as a deſtruction from 
BE the Almighty ſhall it come . Therefore alſo now, ſaith the Lord, turn ye even 
to me with all your heart, and with faſting, and with weeping, and with mourn— 


o 
. 
4 
«>. 
3 
* 
> 
* 


2 
oy 


* 
. 
» 

. 
„ 

* 

1 
n 


and give not thine heritage to reproach !, 


* 
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ing. And rent your heart, and not your garments; and turn unto the Lord your 
Cod; for he is gracious, and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of great kindneſs, 
and repenteth him of the evil. Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord, weep 


between the porch and the altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, 


SECT, 


* Luke xv, 18,24, 


| $ 7. : Pſal. cxxxviii. 6. James iv 6, 9. © James iv: 9, 10. 
pet. v. 6, f P(al. xxxiv. 18. 8 Pſal. cxxvi. 5, 6, 


4 Iſa. xiv. 3. 
Joel i, r5, * Joel ii. 12, 13. Joel ü. 17. 


k Joel i. 14. 
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SE c r. 8. Gracious promiſes are made to the humble and contrite in ſpirit 
and peculiar benefits ariſe from godly ſorrow. 


Tus Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preacy 
good tidings unto the meek, he hath ſent me to bind up the broken hearted, 1; 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the priſon to them that ae 
bound, to comfort them that mourn ; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
to give unto them beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garmen: 
of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs *, In that day, faith the Lord, I will pour upon 
the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace 

and fapplications, and they ſhall look upon me whom they have pierced, an; 
they ſhall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only ſon, and ſhall be in bit. 
terneſs for him, as one that is in bitterneſs for his firſt born. In that day ſhi! 
there be a great mourning in Jeruſalem, as he mourning of Hadadrimmon inthe 
valley of Megiddon. And the land thall mourn, every family apart, and thi; 
wives party, They ſhall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all d 
them mourning, every one for his iniquity ©, There ſhall ye remember your 
w.ys, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled, and ye ſhall loat 
yourleIves in your own fight, for all your evils that ye have committed. Ani 
ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, when 1 have wrought with you for my name 
ſakes, For thus faith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whoſ 
name is Holy, I dwell in the high and holy place; with him alſo that is of a con- 
trite and humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones. For I will not contend for ever, neither will I bes. 
ways wroth ; for the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls which I har 
made. Thus faith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is ny 
foo t ſtool. All thoſe things hath mine hand made. But to this man will I look, e 
ven to him that 1s poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word, 
Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit; for their's is the kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed u 
they that mourn ; for they ſhall be comforted s. 

Though I made you ſorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent; 
for I perceive that the ſame epiſtle made you ſorry, though it were but for 4 
ſeaſon : Now I rejoice ; not that ye were made ſorry, but that ye ſorrowed to re 
pentance ; for ye vere made ſorry after a godly manner. For godly ſorrow worn 

eth repentance to ſalvation, not to be repented of; but the ſorrow of the wii! 
worketh death b. For behold this ſelf fame thing that ye ſorrowed aſter a oc} 


ſort, what carefulneſs it wrought in you, yea what clearing of yourſelves, J 
What 


$ 8. 8 Ifa. Ii. T, 2, Zo b Zech xii. 4, 10, It, 12. c Ezek. vii. 16. d Ezek. XX. 4 44 
e Ila, lvil, 15, 16. t Ila. Ixvi. I, 2. 5 Matth. v. 3 4. h 2 Cor. vii. 8,-1% 
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what indignation, yea what fear, yea what vehement deſire, yea what zeal, yea 
what revenge“? 


Sr CT. 9. Real contrition illuſtrated by the examples of the woman that 
was a ſtiiner, and of the humble publican, 


AxD one of the Phariſees deſired him that he would cat with him. And he 
went into the Phariſce's houſe, and fat down to meat. And behold, a woman 
in the city, which was a finner, when ſhe knew that Jeſus fat at meat 
in the Phariſce's houſe, brought an alubaſter box of ointment, and ſtood 
at his feet behind him weeping, and began to waſh his feet with tears, and did 
wipe them with the hairs of her head, nd kifled his feet, and anointed them 
with the ointment. Now when the Phariſce who had bidden him ſaw it, he ſpake 
within himſelf, ſaying, This man, it he were a prophet, would have known who 
ind what manner of woman this is that toucheth him; for ſhe is a ſinner. And 
Jeſus an{wering, ſaid unto him, Simon, I have ſomewhat to ſay unto thee. And 
he ſaith, Maſter, ſay on. There was a certain creditor, which had two debtors; 
the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had no- 
= thing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them 
© will love him moſt ? Simon anſwered, and ſaid, I ſuppoſe he to whom he for- 
ge moſt, And he ſaid unto him, Thou haſt rightly judued . Whereſore, I ſay 
& unto thee, Her ſins which are many, are forgiven; for, (or therefore) ſhe loved 
much b. 

And he ſpake this parable unto certain which truſted in themſelves that they 
# were righteous, and deſpiſed others. Two men went up into the temple to pray; 
the one a Phariſeee, and the other a Publican. The Phariſce ſtood and prayed 
| thus with himſelf, God, I thank thee, that Jam not as other men are, extortion— 
ers, unjuſt, adulterers, or even as this Publican. I faſt twice in the week, I 
eie tythes of all that I poſſeſs. And the Publican ſtanding afar off, would not 
litt up ſo much as his cyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, God 
be merciful ro me a ſinner, TI tell you, this man went down to his houſe juſti- 
tied rather than the other; for every one that exalteth himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; 
and he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted e. | 
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cr. 10. True penitence leads to confeſſion of ſins, and ſupplications for 
Mercy. 


AND the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak unto the children of Iſrael, 
When a man or woman ſhall commit any fin, to do a treſpaſs againſt the Lord; 
S then 


2 Cor. vii. 8.— 117, 


5) » Luke vii, 36,43, » Luke vii. 47. © Luke xviii. 9,—14. 
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then they ſhall confeſs their ſin which they have done *. It they hall confer, 
their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their treſpaſſes which they 
treſpaſſed againſt me, and that alſo they have walked contrary unto me: - if 
their uncircumciſed hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the puniſhmer 
of their iniquity ; then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and alf my 
covenant with Iſaac, and alſo my covenant with Abraham will I remembers, 

He that covereth his ſins ſhall not proſper z but whoſo confeſſeth and torſike;, 
them, ſhall have mercy ©, If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive ourſelycs, 
and the truth is not in us, If we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and juſt to for 
give us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs 4. He looketh upon 
mei; and if any ſay, I have ſinned, and perverted that which was right, adi 
profited me not; he will deliver his ſoul from going into the pit, and his lit 
{hall ſee the light “é. 

We acknowledpe, O Lord, our wickedneſs and the iniquity of our fathers; 
for we have linned againſt theef, We have ſinned with our fathers; we We 
committed iniquity, we have done wickedly s. We lie down in our ſhame, and 
our confuſion covereth us; for we have ſinned againſt the Lord our God, we 
and our fathers from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the 
voice of the Lord our God. O remember not againſt us former iniquities; [et 
thy tender mercies ſpeedily prevent us; for we are brought very low. Help 
O God of our ſalvation, for the glory of thy name; and deliver us and purge + 
way our fin'. Turn us, O God of our falvation, and cauſe thine anger toward 
us to ceaſe *, Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy falvation ', 


SECT. 11. If our repentance be real, it will iſſue in reformation of heart 
and life. 


Tr ts way of life is above to the wiſe, that he may depart from hell beneath! 
Be ola, the fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is under 
ftinding d. Behold God is mighty, and deſpiſeth not any; he withdraweth nt 
his cyes from the righteous ©. And if they be bound in fetters and holden in 
cord: of affliction ; then he ſheweth them their work, and their tranfgreſlions tut 
they have exceeded ; he openeth alſo their ear to diſcipline, and commandeti 
that they return from iniquity 9. Surely it is meet to be ſaid unto God, I hate 
born chiſtiſem-nt, I will not offend any more, That which I ſee not teach tho 
me; if | have done iniquity, I will do no more e. If thou prepare thine hen, 
and ſtretch out thine hands towards him; if iniquity be in thine hand, put i ft 


awiſ 
$ 10, » Numb. v. 5. 6. 7. > Lev. xxvi. 40, 41, 42. © Prov. xxviliie,, 1 Joni 8.9. 
e Job xxxili. 27, 28, f ſer viv. 20. t Pſa). cvi 6. > Jer. iii. 25. 
3 Pſal. Ixxix 8, @  *» Plal hyxxy. 4. 1 Pſa). l-zyv 7. 
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away, and let not wickedneſs dwell in thy tabernacles. For then ſhalt thou lift 
up thy face without ſpot ; yea thou ſhalt be ſtedfaſt and ſhalt not fear t. 

Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord : 
What man is he thath deſireth lite, and loveth many days, that he may ſee good? 
Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile. Dep.rt from e- 
vil, and do good ; ſeek peace, and purſue it? Let the wicked torlake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon“. 
Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you: Cleanſe your hands you ſin— 
ners, and purify your hearts you double-mindedi. Wherefore break off thy ſins 
by righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor x. Turn 
thou to thy God; Keep mercy, and judgment; and wait on thy God continual- 


ly l. 


SEC T- 12. To this purpoſe are the ſolemn calls of Almighty Cod. 


O novss of Iſrael, faith the Lord, Behold, as the clay is in the potter's 
hands, ſo are ye in mine hand, O houle of Iſrael. At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak 
concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 
and to deſtroy it; if that nation againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that | thonght to do unto them *. O Jeru- 
; ſalem, waſh thine heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayſt be ſaved ; how long 
mall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee >! 

& Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my people 
their tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Jacob their fin. Yet they ſeek me daily, 
and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteouſneſs, and forſook not 
; the ordinances of their God; they aſk ol me the ordinances of juſtice; they take 
delight in approaching to God. Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and thou 
ſceſt not? Wherefore have we afflicted our ſoul, and thou takeſt no knowledve? 
Bcuold, in the day of your faſt you find pleaſure, and exact all your labours ; 
bchold ye faſt for ſtrife and debate, and co ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſ\>. Is 
it ſuch a faſt as I have choſen? a day for a man to afflict his ſoul? is it to bow 
down his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſackloth and aſhes under him? wilt 
thou call this a faſt and an acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this the faſt that 
have cholen? to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
oo let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are caſt out, to thy houle ? 
= When thou ſeeſt the naked, that thou cover him, and that thou hide not thyſelf 
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from thine own fleſh? Then ſhall thy light break forth as the morning, ang 
thine health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily e. If ye do return unto the Lord With all 
your hearts, and prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and ſerve him only; he 
will deliver you“. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts the God of Ifrael, Amend Vour 


Ways and your doings. Truſt ye not in lying words, ſaying, The temple of thy 


Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are theſe. For if Ve 
throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye throughly execute juds. 
ment between a man and his neighbour; if ye oppreſs not the {tranger, thc hs 
therleſs and the widow, and ſhed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk 
after other gods to your hurt; then will I cauſe you to dwell in this place, i, 
the land that I gave to your fathers for ever and ever*. If ye tranſgrels, I yi! 
ſcatter you abroad among the nations. But if ye turn unto me, and key my 
commandments, and do them ; though there were of you caſt out unto the yt. 
terinolt parts of heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring 
them into the place that I have choſen to ſet my name there t. Waſh ye, 
make you clean, put away the evil of your doings from before mine cycs, cif: 


to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fi. 


therleſs, plead for the widow. Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
Lord. Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow ; though 
they be as red like crimſon, they ſhill be as wool, If ye be willing and obcdien;, 
ye ſhall cat the good of the land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devour- 
ed by the ſword ; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken its. But if the vie 
ked will turn trom all his fins that he hath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes 
and do that which is lawful and right; he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die. Al 
his tranſgreſſions, that he hath committed, they ſhall not be mentioned unto 
him; in his rightcouſneſs that he hath done, he ſhall live“. Therefore wil! 
judge you O houſe of Iſrael, every one according to his ways, faith the Lord 
God. Repent and turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions ; ſo iniquity ſia 
not be your ruin. Caſt away from you all your tranſgreſſions, whereby 5: 
have tranſgreſſed; and make you a new heart, and a new ſpirit ; for why vi. 
ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? For I have no pleaſure in the death of him that 
dieth, ſaith the Lord God; wheretore turn yourſelves and live ye 1, When! 
ſay unto ihe wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die; if he turn from his fin, and do tha 


which is lawtul and right; he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not die“. 
Sx ct 


„ Iſa, Iviii. 1.—8. 4 1 Sam. vii. 3. e Jer. vii. 2, —7. 7 Neh. i. 8, % 
9 Iſa. i. 16,— 20, > Ezek. xvili. 21, 22, * Ezek. xvili. 30, 31, 32. k Ezek. xxxill 141 
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Sx CT. 13. To this eſfect alſo are the commandments of our Lord Jeſus, 
and his apoſtles. 


F1THER make the tree good, and his fruit good; or elſe make the tree cor— 
ropt, and his fruit corrupt: For the tree is known by his fruit. Do men ga- 
ther grapes of thorns, or figs of thiltles ? even ſo every good tree brinpeth forth 
good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit >, Whercfore, by their 
Fruits ye ſhall know them ©, O generation of vipers, How can ye, being evil, 
pe uk good things ? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. 
A Hod man, out of the good treaſure of the heart, brinpeth forth good things ; 

and an evil man, out of the evil treaſure, bringeth forth evil things. Where- 

fore, if thy hand or foot offend thee, cut them oil, and cat them from thee ; 

it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two 

hands or two feet to be caſt into everlaſting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, 

pluck it out, and caſt it from thee ; it is better for thee to enter into life with 
one eye, rather than having two eyes to be caſt into hell-fire ©, 

Ye know after what manner J have been with you f, and how I kept back no- 
thing that was profitable unto you, but have ſhewed you, and taught you pub- 
E iicly, and from houſe to houſe ; teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo ro the 
# Grecks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Telus Chriſt s; 
eving that they ſhould repent, and turn to God, and do works meet for re- 
E pcntance . The times of ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent z becauſe he hath appointed a day, in the which he 
E will judge the world in rightcouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordained ; 
& whcreot he hath given afſurance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed him from 
the dead! The Lord is not ſlack concerning his promiſe, (as ſome men count 
& 11:ckneſs) but is long ſuffering to us- ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to repentance *, The earth which drinketh in the rain 
& which cometh often upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for the uſe of them 
b, whom it is dreſſed, receiveth bleſſing from God; but that which beureth 
gr oms and briars is rejected, and is nigh unto curſing z whoſe end is to be burn— 
ed. What truit had ye then in thoſe things, whereof ye are now aſhamed ? 
W ©: the end of thoſe things is death. But now, being made free from ſin, and 
conc tcrvants to God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſt- 
WM vg lite v that as ſin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace rcipn through 
ghteouſncſs unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord a. As it is written, 
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13. * Matth xii. 33. Matth. vii, 16, 17, Matth. vii. 20. 1 Matth il. 34, 35. 
i Muh vii. 8, 9. f Acts xx. 18. « Acts xXx 20, 21. » Acts xxvi. 20. 
ARs xvii. 30, 31, * 2 Pet, ili, 9. ) Heb, vi. 7, 8. Rom. vi- 21, 22. 


5 Rom. V. 21, 
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phemy, filthy communication out of your mouth ?, Put off concerning the for. 


night is far ſpent, the day is at hand; let us therefore caſt off the works of dark 
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There ſhall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlinetz 
from Jacob®, Mortiſy therefore your members which are upon the earth, for. 
nication, uncleannets, inordinate affection, evil concupiſcence, and covetouſne; 
which is idolatry ; for which things ſake the wrath of God cometh upon the 
children of diſobedience ; in the which you alſo walked ſome time, when ye l. 
ved in them. But now you alſo put off all theſe; anger, wrath, malice, hl. 


mer converſation, the old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful luſts; 
and be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind; and put on the new man, which at. 
ter God is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs *. For the time paſt of our 
life may ſuffice to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in 
laſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominabl 
idolatrics*, If a man purge himſelf from theſe, he ſhall be a veſſel to honour, 
ſanctified, and meet for the Maſter's uſe, and prepared unto every good work, 
For the grace of God chat bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared unto all men; 
teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, we ſhould live loberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the Great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purity unto 
himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works, For ye were as fheep going 
aſtray, but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Biſhop of your ſouls *, The 


neſs, and let us put on the armour of light *. For ye were ſometimes darknel;, 
but now are ye light in the Lord ; walk as the children of light. And have no 
fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them“. 
Wherefore he faith, Awake thou thut fleepeit, and ariſe from the dead, and 
Chriſt ſhall give thee light. See then that ye walk circumſpectly, not as fools, 
but as wiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the days are evil“. Exhort one ano 
ther daily, while it is called to-day ; leſt any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulneſs of fin*: Looking diligently leſt any man fail of the grace of God; 
leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpringing up, trouble you, and thereby many be del 
led; leſt there be any fornicator or profane perſon, as Eſau, who for one mot 
ſel of meat ſold his birth-right *. For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were once 
enlightned, and have taſted of the heavenly gift, and were made partaKers or 
the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted of the good word of God, and the powers of 


the world to come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance ; ſees 
| ing 


r 1 Pet. iv. 3: 
x Rom xlii. 12. 


d Heb, Xii. 15 16, 


? Col. iii. 5,—8. 
t Tit. ii. 11,.—14. 
* Eph. v. 14, 15, 16, 


4 Eph. iv. 22, 23, 24. 
v x Pet. ii. 25. 
+ Heb. iii. 13, 


* Rom. xi. 26. 
1 2 Tim ii. 21. 
1 Eph. V. 8, 11. 
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ing they crucify to themſelyes the Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open 


ſhame ““. 


Cue. I. 


SECT. 14. The fatal conſequences of diſregarding theſe merciful calls ty 
repentance and reformation, 


Sex that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh ; for if they eſcaped not, who refu- 
ſed him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away 
from him that ſpeaketh from heaven *. If the word ſpoken by angels was ſted— 
fait, and every tranſgreſſion and diſobedience received a juſt recompence of re- 
Werel, How thall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great ſalvation v? For we know him 
that hath ſaid, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompence, ſaith the Lord. 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. And thinkeſt thou 
O man, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of God? or deſpiſeſt thou the riches 
of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long-ſuffering ; not knowing that the 
goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance 9 ? But after thy hardneſs and impe- 
nitent heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and re— 
velation of the righteous judgment of God; who will render unto every man 
according to his deeds . Unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs ; indignation and wrath : Tribulation and an- 
guiſh upon every ſoul of man that docth evil e. 


Sec T. 15. This diſregard leads to final impenitence, and judicial hardnefs 
of heart ; aud iſſues at laſt in utter ruin. 


In that day did the Lord God of hoſts call to weeping, and to mourning, and 
to baldneſs, and to girding with fackcloth ; and behold joy and gladneſs, flaying 
oxcn, and killing ſheep, eating fleſh and drinking wine. And it was revealed 
in mine ears by the Lord of hoſts, ſurely this iniquity ſhall not be purged from 
you, till ye die, faith the Lord of hoſts *. Thus faith the Lord, ſhall they fall 
and not ariſe ? Shall he turn away, and not return ? Why then is this people of 
Jeruſalem {lidden back by a perpetual backſliding! They hold faſt deceit, they 
retuſe to return. I hearkned and heard, but they ſpake not aright ; no man 


repented 
+ Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
$ 14. + Heb. xii. 25. » Heb. ii. a, 3. « Heb. x. 30, 31. * Rom, ii. 3, 4. 


@ Rom. ii. 55 6. f Rom. ii. 8, 9. 


$ 15. * Ifa, xxü. 12, 13, 14. 


* « See more on this important article of turning from ſin to holineſs, by conſult- 
ing the 5th chapter of this part, f obedience. And part 7th, article 1ſt, chap. 3d. 
* Of purity and holineſs in heart and Ife.“ 
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> 


repented him of his wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I done? Every one turns 
to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth into the battle . How do ye ſay, We au 
wiſe; and the law of the Lord is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he ; it 
the pen of the ſcribe is in vain. The wile men are aſhamed, they are ili 
and wee ; Io they have rejected the word of the Lord, and what wiſdom i; in 
theme > © Lord, arc not thine eyes upon the truth! Thou halt ſtricken them; 
but they have not grieved: Thou haſt conſumed them, but they have refuſed 
to receive correction; they have made their faces harder than a rock, they hat 
refuſed to return. Theſe | ſaid, ſurely thelg are poor, they are fooliſh ; for 
they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment of their God, |] yi 
get me unto the great men, and will ſpeak unto them; for they have knogr 
the way of the Lord, and the judgment of their God; but theſe have altogether 
broken the yoke, and burſt the bond+4, How ſhall I pardon thee for this! 
Shall I not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord, and ſhall not my ſoul be aye. 
ged on ſuch a nation as this ©? This people hath a revolting and rebellious hein; 
they are revolted and gone f; ncither {ay they in their heart, Let us now feu 
the Lord our God that giveth rain, both the former and the latter in hi 
ſeaſon z he reſerveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harveſt, Your iniqu- 
ties have turned away theſe things, and your fins have with-holden good things 
from yous. And now becauſc ye have done all theſe works, faith the Land, 
and I ſpake unto you, riſing up early, and ſpeaking, but ye heard not; and 
called you, but ye anſwered not; therefore I will caſt you out of my fiir, 
Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for then, 
neither make interceſſion to me; for I will not hear thee “. And he faid, 00 
and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; and fee ye indeed, bu 
perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and make their cars heavy, 
and ſhut their cyes; leſt they fee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
undcritand with their heart, and convert, and be healed '. They loved to wat 
der; they have not refrained their feet; therefore the Lord doth not acceft > 
them; he will now remember their iniquitics, and viſit their fins, Then i! 
the Lord unto me, Pray not for this people for their good. When they fall, 
1 will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation,! 
will not accept them; but TI will conſume them *. Therefore it is come to pi 
that as he cricd, and they would not hear; fo they cried, and I would not hen 
ſaith the Lord of hoſts 1, 

Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed ; I have ſtretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded; but ye have ſet at . all my counſel, and would none" 


ny 
b Jer. viii. 4, 5, 6. e Jcr. viii. 8, 9. d Jer. v. 3, 4, 5 e Jer, v. 9 
f Jer. v. 23. „ ſer. v. 24, 25. b Jer. vii, 13,—16. 3 Ifa, vi. % 6 


* fer. Xiv. 10, 11, 12. Zech. vii. 13. 


Of REPENTANCE. 


Cray. II. 


329 
ny reproof; 1 alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock when your fear co- 
noeth; when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruction cometh as a 
W .ilwind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall they call 
| upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find 
me; for that they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord. 
WW Thcy would none of my counſel; they deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore ſhall 
WE thcy cat of the fruit of their way, and be filled with their own devices u. 


\ 


© S:cr. 16. The Cod of heaven is introduced as bewailing the impenitence 
of men, and waiting to be gracious to all that repent. 


& Wutn I would have healed Iſrael, then the iniquity of Ephraim was diſcover- 
ed, and the wickedneſs of Samaria, They conſider not in their hearts, that J 
remember all their wickedneſs ; now their own doings have beſet them about, 
they are before my face. O Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto thee ? O Judah, 
What ſhall I do unto thee ? for your goodneſs is as a morning cloud; and as the 
© carly dew it goeth away d. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall 1 
deliver thee, Ifrae] ? How ſhall I make thee as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee 
ass Zcboim ? Mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled to- 
| | A gether ©, I have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſti- 
ſed me, and 1 was chaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke ; turn thou 
me, and I ſhall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God, Surely after I was 
turned, I repented ; and after that I was inſt ructed, I ſmote upon my thigh ; 1 
vas aſhamed, yea even confounded, becauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth. 
Is Ephraim my dear ſon? Is he a pleaſant child? for ſince I ſpake againſt him 
FI do carneſtly remember him till ; therefore my bowels are troubled for him; 
will ſurely have mercy upon him, faith the Lord *. 


4 
b » 


4 2 E. : A 0 | 0 * . g 
Ra Ec T. 17. His tender mercies and gracious promiſes are powerful motives 
and encouragements to repentance. 


Ir is of the Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſſions 
il not; they are new every morning *. The Lord is very pitiful and of ten- 
er mercy>, He is the Lord, the Lord God merciful and :gracious, long ſuf- 
* ing, and abundant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
ing iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and fin*®. The Lord is gracious, and tull of 
RS pallon ; flow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all ; and 

7 | e his 


K 


® Prov. i. 24 —31. 


16. « Hol. vii. I, 2. b Hol. vi. 4. c Hol, xi. 8, a Jer, xxxi. 18, 19, 20. 


17. * Lam, ili. 22, 23. b James v. 11. Exod, xxxiv. 6, 7, 
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his tender mercies are over all his works a. He [hath not dealt with an ug, 
our ſins ; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities ©. Like as a father Piticth 
his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him; for he knoweth our frame 
he remembereth that we are dutt * ; he forgetteth not the cry of the humble k 
If thou ſeek him with all thy heart, and with all thy foul ; if thou turn to the 
Lord thy God, and be obedient to his voice; the Lord thy God is a mercy 
God, he will not forſake thee. Therefore will the Lord wait, that he may 
be gracious unto you; and therefore will he be exalted, that he may ag 
mercy upon you. For the Lord is a God of judgment; bleſſed are all they u 
wait for him i. 

Thus faith the Lord, your Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael *, I, even 1, in 
he that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, aud will not remen. 
ber thy ſins 1; return unto me for I have redeemed thee *. Then will I fprinkl 
clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your filthineſs, and fron 
all your idols will I cleanſe you. A new heart alſo will I give you, and a new 
ſpirit will I put within you; and I will take away the ſtony heart out of you 


Meſh, and I will give you an heart of fleſh, And I will put my ſpirit within 


you, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and do them“. In that day ther 
ſhall be a fountain opened to the houſe of David, and to the inhabitants of ſer 


ſalem, for ſin, and for uncleanneſs e. And I will cleanſe them from all then 
iniquity whereby the y have ſinned againſt me?. And I will give them an her 
to know me, that I am the Lord; and they ſhall be my people, and I will be 
their God; for they ſhall return unto me with their whole heart *, I creat 
the fruit of the lips; peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is neu, 
faith the Lord, and I will heal him *. I will heal their backſliding, I will lox 
them freely; for mine anger is turned away *. For I will forgive their iniqu- 
ty, and I will remember their fin no more *, Then ſhalt thou call, and che Lot 
ſhall anſwer ;. thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here I am ®; And it ſhall cont 


to paſs, that before they call, I will anſwer; and while they are yet ſpeaking 
I will hear *. 


SECT. 18, H 1s by our Lord Jeſus that we are brought: to true reel 
ance, and receive the remiſ/ion of ſins. 


IT behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the third day; and thit 
repentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached in his name, among all u. 


tion 
a Pſal. cxlv. 8, 9. Pal. ciii. 10. f Pſal. ciii. 13, 14. e Pfl. in. i 
Deut. iv. 29, 30, 31. i Ta. xxx. 8. * Ila. xliii. 14. 1 Iſa, . % 
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tions, beginning at Jeruſalem . B it en n un o you therefore. men and bre— 
thren, that through this man 18 preached unto you the for ivencſs of ſins; and 
by him all that believe, are Juſtified from all rhings, from which ye could not be 
juſtified by the law of Moſes», Him hath God exilted with his right hand, to 
he à prince and a ſaviour ; for to give repentance unto Iſrael and forgiveneſ of 
Gus ©. Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hath made 
that ſame Jeſus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt, Now when 
the people heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and ſaid unto Peter, 
and to the reſt of the apoſtles, Men and brethren, Wnat ſhall we do ? Then Pe- 
ter ld unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jeſas Chiift, for the remiſſion of ſins ; and ye ſhall receive the gif t of the Holy 
Ghoit 9. a 

All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
hath given to us the miniſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; 
and hath confinitted unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we arc 
ambaſſadors for Chriſt; as though God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
Chicitt's ſtead, be ye rconciled to God * We then as workers together with 
him, beſeech you alſo, that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. For he 
ſaith, 1 have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of ſalvation have I 
ſuccoured thee ; behold, now is the accepted time; now is the day of ſalvation *, 
For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the 
unclean, ſanctiftieth to the puriiying of the fleſh; how much more {hall the 
blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal ſpirit offered himſelf without ſpot to 
God, purge your conſcience from dead works, to ſerve the living Gods? Where- 
forc, he is able to fave them to the uttermoſt that come to God by him; ſeeing 
he ever liveth to make interceſſion for them ® My little children, theſe things 
write I unto you that ye fin not. And if any man fin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our 
ſ11+; and not for ours only, but alſo for the ſins of the whole worldi. In whom 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgivenels of ſins, according to the 
riches of his grace *, Ir pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell ; 
and having made peace, through the blood of his croſs, by him to reconcile all 
things to himſelf. And you that were ſometime alienated, and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his floſſli 
though death, to preſent you holy and unblameable, and unreproveable in his 

ieh. You being dead in your fins, and the uncircumciſion of your fleſh, hath 
he quickned together with him, having forgiven you all your treſpaſſes v. What 


T 2 fall 
gi. » Luke xxiv. 46, 47. Adds xiii. 38, 39. Adds v. zt · 4 Acts ii. 36, 37, 38. 
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ſhall we then ſay to theſe things? If God be for us, who can be againſt usa? 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that juſtificth 
who is he that condemneth ? Ir is Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen uin 
who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us e. 4 


SECT. 19. The Spirit of God urgeth this duty on ſlot hful profeſſors of re. 
ligion. 


Uxro the angel of the church of Epheſus write theſe things, I know thy 
works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canſt not bear them 
which are evi] *, Nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat againſt thee; becauſe thou 
haſt left thy firſt love. Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and re- 
pent, and do the firſt works; or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and will re- 
move thy candleſtick out of his place, except thou repent ®. And unto the an- 
gel of the church in Sardis, write theſe things, I know thy works, that thou 
haſt a name that thou liveſt, and art dead. Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the 
things that are ready to die; for I have not found thy work perfect before 
God. Remember therefore how thou halt received, and heard, and hold faſt, 
and repent ©. And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans, write, 
Theſe things faith the Amen, the Faithful and True Witneſs, the beginning of 
the creation of God; I know thy works 4, Thou ſayeſt, I am rich and increa- 
ſed with goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweſt not that thou art 
wretched, and miſerable and poor, and blind and naked. I counſel thee to buy 
of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; and white raiment that 
thou mayeſt be clothed, and that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not appear; 
and anoint thine eyes with eye- ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee. As many as I love, 


I rebuke and chaſten ; be zealous therefore and repent ©. He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the ſpirit faith unto the churchest. 


Sx cT. 20. Repentance in all its extent illuſtrated by the confeſſions, ſuppii- 
cations, and purpoſes of the ſervants of God, 


SoLoMoN ſtood before the altar of the Lord, in the preſence of all the con- 
gregation of Iſrael, and ſpread forth his hands towards heaven; and he ſaid, 
Lord God of Ifrae] *, have thou reſpe& unto the prayer of thy ſervant, and to 
his ſupplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry, and to the prayer 


which thy ſervant prayeth before thee to-day *. And hearken thou to the ſup 
plication 


» Rom. vili 37. * Rom. viii. 33, 34. 


$ 19, Rev. ii. 1, 2. d Rev. ii. 4, 5. e Rev. ili. 1, 2, 3. Rev. iii. 14, 15 
e Rev. iii. 17, 18,19, f Rev. vi. 22. 


$ 20, 1 Kings vill. 22, 23. 1 Kings viii, 28, 
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plication of thy ſervant, and of thy people Iſrael; and hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling- place; and when thou heareſt, forgive *, What prayer and ſupplica— 
tion ſoever be made by any man, or by all thy people Iſrael, which ſhall know 
every man the plague of his own heart ; then hear thou in heaven, and forgive, 
and dod. If they (in againſt thee, (for there is no man that ſinneth not) and 
thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy; yet if they ſhall be- 
think themſelves and repenr, and make ſupplication unto thee, laying, We have 
ſinned, and have done perverſely, we have committed wickedneſs, and fo return 
unto thee with all their heart, and with all their foul, and pray unto thee ; then 
hear thou their prayer, and their ſupplication, and maintain their cauſe and tor- 
give thy people that have ſinned againſt thee, and all their tranſgreſſions where- 
in they have tranſgreſſed againſt thee e. 

I Daniel ſet my face unto the Lord God, to ſcek by prayer and ſupplications, 
with faſting and ſackloth, and aſhes. And I praycd unto the Lord my God, 
and made my confeſſion, and, ſaid, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, we have 
ſinned and committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled even 
by departing from thy precepts, and from thy judgmentst, neither have we 
hearkned unto thy ſervants the prophets, which ſpake in thy name to our 
kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O Lord, 
righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee 3 but unto us confulion of faces, becauſe we 
have ſinned againſt thee. To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgive— 
neſſes though we have rebelled againſt him; neither have we obeyed the voice 
of the Lord our God, to walk in his laws which he ſet before us, by his ſervants 
the prophets ?. O Lord, according to thy righteouſnels, I beſeech thee, let 
thine anger and thy fury be turned away. O our God, hear the prayer of thy 
ſervant, and his ſupplications, and cauſe thy face to ſhine. O my God, incline 
thine car, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold; for we do not preſent our 
ſupplications before thee, for our righteouſneſſes, but for thy great mercies. O 
Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken, and do, defer not for thine 
own ſake, O my God. 

O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my face unto thee, my God; 
for our iniquity is increaſed over our head, and our treſpaſs is grown up unto 
the heaven . Thou art juſt in all that is brought upon us; for thou haſt done 
right, but we have done wickedly x. For our tranſgreſſions are multiplied before 
thee, and our ſins teſtify againſt us; for our tranſgreſſions are with us, and as 
tor our iniquities we know them i. We are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
rightcouſneſles are as filthy rags, and we all do fade as a leat, and our iniquities 


like the wind haveggken us away. Be not wroth very ſore, O Lord, neither 
remember 


1 Kings viii. 30, a 1 Kings viii, 38, 39. „ Kings vii. 46, — 50. Den. ix. 2,—5. 
* Dan, ix 6, —10, » Dan. ix. 16,19, 1 Ezra ix. 6. * Neh. IX. 33. 
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remember iniquity for ever“. O Lord, though our iniquities teſtify againſt ys 
do thou it, tor thy name's ſake; for our backſ{hdings are many, we have ſinned 
ag nit thee. Do not abhor us for thy name's fake“. The joy of our hear; 13 
ce ned. our dance is turned into mourning. The crown is fallen from our head: 
wo unto us thut we have ſinned. For this our heart is faint, for theſe things 
ou cyes are dime. Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water; mine cye 
trickleth down and ceaſeth not, without intermilſof ; till the Lord look down 
and behold from heaven? . Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we {hall be 
turned s. O Lord our God, other lords beſides thee have had dominion over 
us; but by thee only will we make mention of thy name*, 

Give car unto my words, O Lord, hearken unto the voice of my cry, my 
king, and my God; for unto thee will | pray f, For thou art not a God that 
hath pleaſure in wickedneſs; neither thall evil dwell with thee. The tool 
ſh]] not ſtand in thy ſight ; thou hateſt all workers of iniquity *. Hear, | be- 
ſeech thee, and I will ſpeak; I have heard of thee by the hearing of the car; 
but now mine eye ſecth thee; wheretore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt 
and aſhes". Behold I am vile, ; what ſhall I anſwer unto thee ? I will lay mine 
hand on my mouth. Once have I ſpoken, but I will not anſwer; yea twice, 
but I will proceed no further x. I have ſinned ; what ſhall 1 do unto thee, 0 
thou preſerver of men”? If I juſtify myſelf, mine own mouth ſhall condemn 
me; if I ſay, I am perfect, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe *. If I covered my 
tranſgreiſion as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my boſom * ; ſhall nor God 
ſearch this out? tor he knoweth the ſecrets of the heart®. How many are mine 
iniquities and ſins? make me to know my tranſpretſion, and my fin© I lid, 
Hear me; tor I am ready to halt, and my ſorrow is continually before me. For 
I will declare mine iniquity ; I will be ſorry for my fin ©. 

O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath ; neither chatten me in thy hot diſplea- 
fare : For thine arrows {tick faſt in me, and thy hand preſſeth me fore, Thc 
is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh, becauſe of thine anger; neither is there any relt i 
my bones, becauſe of my fin. For mine iniquities are gone over my hend; 4 
an heavy burden, they arc too heavy for me ©. I am troubled, I am bowed den 
greatly; | go mourning all the day long. I have roared, by reaſon of the dif 
quietneſs of my heart f, Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble: 
Mine cye js conſumed with grief, yea my ſoul and my belly. For my lie l 
ſpent with griet, and my years with ſighing; my ſtrength faileth becauſe of 


mine iniquity, and my bones are conſumed s. I am weary with my gr Wy 
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all the night make I my bed to ſwim; I water my couch with my tears *, Lord, 
all my defire is before thee, and my groaniny is not hid from thee i, With. 
hold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord: For innumerable evil; 
have compaſſed me about; mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, ſo that 1 
am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head, therefore 
my heart faileth me. Be pleaſed, O Lord, to deliver me ; O Lord, make haſte 
to help me *. Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies, and thy lovinp-kind- 
neſſes ; ſor they have been ever of old. Remember not the fins of my youth, 
nor my tranſgreſſions 3 according to thy mercy remember thou me, tor thy 
goodneſs ſake, O Lord. For thy name's ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; 
for it is great. Look upon mine affliction, and my pain, and forgive all my fins 1, 
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving-kindnels ; according to 
the multidude of thy tender mercies, blot out my tranſgreſſions. Waſh me 
thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanſe me from my fin, For I acknowledge 
my tranſgreſſions, and my ſin is ever before me. Againſt thee, thee only, have 
[ ſinned, and done this evil in thy ſight ; that thou mayeſt be juſtificd when thou 
ſpeakeſt, and be clear when thou judgeſt. Behold I was ſhapen in iniquity ; 
and in fin did my mother conceive me *. Purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be 
clean 3 waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow ®. Hide thy face from my 
ins; and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right ſpirit within me. Caſt me not away from thy prelence ; and take 
not thy Holy Spirit from me. Reſtore unto me the joy of thy ſalvation ; and 
uphold me with thy free Spirit o. For thou deſireſt not ſacrifice, elſe would I 
give it 3 thou delighteſt not in burnt-offering. The ſacrifices of God are a bro- 
ken ſpirit z a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe s. O 
God, thou knoweſt my fooliſhneſs ; and my fins are not hid from thee a. But 
as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O Lord, in an acceptable time, O God, in 
the multitude of thy mercy, hear me, in the truth of thy ſalvation Hear me, 
O Lord, for thy loving-kindneſs is good; turn unto me according to the multi- 
tude of thy tender mercies *. 

| have gone aſtray like a loſt ſheep ; ſeek thy ſervant Draw me not away 
with the wicked, and with the workers of iniquity *. Set a watch, O Lord, 
before my mouth ; keep the door of my lips. Incline not my heart to any evil 
thing, to practiſe wicked works with men that work iniquity a. Depart from 
me, ye evil doers; for I will keep the commandments of my God *. O that 
wy ways were directed to keep thy ſtatutes! Then ſhall I not be athamcd, 
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when T have reſpect unto all, thy commandments”. I will keep thy ſſz. 
tutes: O forſake me not utterly *. Lord be merciful to me; heal my foul, for 
I have ſinned againſt thee *. Cauſe me to hear thy loving-kindneſs in the Morn. 
ing; for in thee do I truſt. Cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould walk: 
for I lift up my ſou] unto thee d. Tentreated thy favour with my whole heart: 
be merciful unto me according to thy word. I thought on my ways, and nds 
ed my feet unto thy teſtimonies. I made haſte, and delayed not to keep thy 
commandments ©. [I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that! may 
keep thy word d. But who can underſtand his errors? Cleanſe thou me 
from ſecret faults; keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins ; let 
them not have dominion over me. Then ſhall I be upright, and I ſhall be jnng. 
cent from the great tranſgreſſion ?. Search me, O God, and know my heart ; 
try me, and know my thoughts, and ſce if there be any wicked way in me; 
and lead me in the way everlaiting . Thou haſt delivered my foul from death; 
Wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the 
light of the living s? 


4 


SECT. 21. The joy and praiſes of the ſaints in their view of the pardon- 
ing mercy and grace of God, 


O God of Abraham, and God of Iſaac, I am not worthy of the leaſt of all the 
mexcies, and of all the truth which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant *, If thoy, 
Lord, thouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall ſtand ? But there is forgive- 
nels with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared b : With the Lord there is mercy, 
and with him is plenteous redemprion®. Iniquities prevail againſt me; as tor 
our tranſgreſſions, thou ſhalt purge them away 4. Bleſſed is he whole tranſpre 
ſion is. forgiven, whole {in is covered. Bleſſed is the man unto whom the Lord 
imputcth not iniquity, and in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile ©. If I regard iniquity 
in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. But verily, God hath heard me; he 
hath attended to the voice of my prayer. Bleſſed be God which hath not turn- 
ed away my prayer, nor his mercy from mef. O Lord, I will praiſe thee; 
though thou waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou cont: 
fortedſt mes. Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and pi 
ſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not hs 


anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again; he wil 
have 


Y Pal. cxix. 5, 6. 2 Pſal cxix. 8. * Pſal. xli. 4. b Pfal. exliii. 8. 
e Pſal. cxix. 58, 59, 60. 4 Pſal. cxix, 101. e Plal, xix. 12, 13. f Pſal. cxxxiE. 23 + 
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have compaſſion on us; he will ſubdue our iniquities; and thou wilt caſt all 
their ſins into the depths of the ſea b. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul ; and all that 
within me, bleſs his holy name, and forget not all his benefits Who forgi- 
veth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diſeaſes ; who redeemeth thy lite 
0m deſtruction 3 who crowneth thee with loving-kindneſs and tender mercics i. 
| have truſted in thy mercy 3 my heart ſhal! rejoice in thy ſalvation k. For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son 3 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life. And not only ſo, 
but we alſo joy in God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now 
received the atonement ', 


; The efficacy of repentance examplified in the caſe of the children of Iſrael. 
of Rehoboam, Ahab, and Manaſſeh ; and of Faſiali, the people of Ni. 
neveh, Ezra, and Nehemiah. 


« There are many facts recorded in holy writ, which tend to illuſtrate this 
« ſybject ; by ſhowing the neceſſity and efficacy of repentance, in ſuſpending 
* or averting divine judgments, and procuring peculiar bleſſings from God.“ 


« E Ex after the greateſt degeneracy of Iſrael, their repentance was graci- 
e ouſly accepted.“ For a long ſeaſon, Iſrael hath been without the true God, 
nd without a teaching prieſt, and without law, But when they in their trou- 
ble did turn unto the Lord God of Iſrael, and ſought him, he was found of them *, 
Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their counſel, 
ind were brought low for their iniquity. Nevertheleſs he regarded their afllic- 
tion, when he heard their cry : And he remembred for them his covenant, and 
repented according to the multitude of his mercies b. 


REemorBoam forſook the law of the Lord, and all Iſrael with him ©. Then 


| 4 came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the princes of Judah, and faid 


unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord, Ye have forſaken me, and theretore have I 
alſo left you in the hands of Shiſhak. Whereupon the princes ot Iſracl, and the 
king, humbled themſelves ; and they ſaid, The Lord is righteous. And when 
the Lord ſaw that they humbled themſelves, the word of the Lord came to She- 
maah, faying, They have humbled themſelves ; therefore I will not deſtroy 
them, but I will grant them ſome deliverance . | 


Uu THERE 
» Micali vii. 18, 19. i Pſal. ciil. 1, 2, 3, 4+ * Pal. xi1i. 5. Rom. v. 10, 11. 
2 Chron. xv. 3, 4. b Pfſal. cvi. 43—45 «© 2 Chron. xii. 1. 4 2 Chron, xii. 5,7. 
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THERE was none like unto Ahab, which did ſell himſelf to work wickedne, 
in the ſight of the Lord. But when Elijah the prophet had denounced the 
« judgments, which God was to ſend on him and his poſterity,” it came to Pal: 
when Ahab heard thoſe words, that he rent his cloaths, and put ſackcloth upon 
his fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went ſoftly. And the word ot 
the Lord came to Elijah, ſaying, Scelt thou how Ahab humbleth himſelf before 
me ? Becauſe he humbleth himſelf before me, I will not bring the evil in ls 
days ©. 


ManassEmn wrought much evil in the ſight of the Lord, to provoke him te 
anger; and made Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, to err, and to do 
worſe than the heathen. And the Lord ſpake to Manaſſch, and to his people; 
but they would not hearken. Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the cap- 
tains of the hoſt of the king of Aſſyria, which took Manaſſeh among the thorn;, 
and bound him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon, And when he was i, 
affliction, he beſought the Lord his God, and humbled himſelf greatly before d- 
God of his tathers, and prayed unto him; and he was intreated of him, and la- 
his ſupplication, and brought him again to Jeruſalem into his kingdom“ 


„ In the reign of good Joſiah, when the book of the law of the Lord ur 

* found, and read before him,”” he rent his clothes, and commanded, faying, 
Go, cnquirc of the Lord for me, and for them that are left in Iſrael and in Judah. 

concerning the words of the book that is found; for great is the wrath of the 
Lord that is poured out upon us, becauſe our fathers have not kept the word 0! 

the Lord, to do after all that is written in this book. And they went to Hulda 

the propheteſs, and they ſpake to her to that effect. And the anſwered them, 

Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, Tell ye the man that ſent you to me, Thu: 

ſaith the Lord, Behold I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabi— 

tants thereof, even all the curſes th<t are written in the book which they have 

read before the king of Judah; becauſe they have forſaken me, and have burned 

incenſe unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger, And as for tlic 

king of Judah, who ſent you to enquire of the Lord, ſo ſhall ye ſay unto hin, 

Thus faith the Lord God of [frac] concerning the words which thou hatt heard, 

Becauſe thine heart wis tender, and thou didſt humble thyſelf before God, wii 

thou heardſt his words againſt this place, and againtt the. inhabitants there, 

and humbledſt yſelf before me, and didit rend thy clothes, and weep before 

me; I have cv<n heard thee alſo, ſaith the Lord. Behold I will gather thee ! 

thy fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered to thy grave in peace; neither ſhall thine 

eyes ſee all the evil that I will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitalts 


of the ſame *, 
Joxall 


ca Av. II. Of REDEN TAN c E. 339 

Jo x AH aroſe and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord ; 
and began to enter into the city a day's journey. And he cricd, and ſaid, Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh ſhal] be overthrown. So the people of Ninevch belie— 
vcd God, and proclaimed a feſt, and pur on ſackcloth, from the greateſt of them 
cen unto the leaſt of them. For word came unto the king of Ninevch and 
he aroſe from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with 
ſickcloth, and fat in aſhes. And he cauſed it to be procl timed and publiſhed 
through Nineveh, by the decree of the king and his nobles, laying, Let neither 
man nor beatt, herd nor flock, taſte any thing; let them not feed, nor drink 
water. But let man and beaſt be covered with ſackcloth, and cry mightily un- 
to God; yea let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence 
chat is in their hands. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away 
ſrom his fierce anger, that we periſh not? And God ſaw their works, that they 
tuned from their evil way; and God repented of the cvil that he had ſaid that 
he would do unto them, and he did it not “. 


« We ſhall conclude this chapter with obſerving, that the moſt eminent pa- 
« triots and reformers in Iſrael begun, and carried on tlicir work by ſolemn 
«acts of repentance, faſting, conteſling, weeping, and making ſupplication. 
« Thus Ezra tells us,“ I proclaimed a faſt at the river Ahava, that we might 
alllict ourſelves before our God, to ſeck of him a right way. So we falted, 
and beſought our God {or this; and he was intreated of us i. ©* In like manner, 
« when he ſeparated the people from the ſtrange wives they had married,” he 


prayed, and conteſſed, weeping, and caſting himſelf down before the houſe of 
God k. 


« NryrMI1AH entered upon his arduous undertaking with the ſame prepara— 
© tion.” He fat down, and wept, and mourncd certain days, and iaſted, and 


pr) ed before the God of heaven 1. And his purpoſe was crowned with ſuc- 
Wet. 


Icnah iii. 3,—10. i Ezra viii. 21, 23. * Ezra x. i, Neck. I. . 
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„„ 


Of the FEAR of GO. 


SECT. 1. All nature repreſented as fearing before God, 2, Of the dread 
that ought to poſſeſs his enemies. 3. He is the only proper object of rec. 
rence and fear. 4. The viſion of St John to this purpoſe. 5. Of that feat 
which reſtrains from offending God, that renders us watchful, and diſpoſes td 
every thing that is well pleaſing in his ſight. 6. The fear of God takes jt; 
riſe from a due ſenſe of his glorious perfections, and ſupreme dominion, , 
The happineſs of thoſe who truly fear God. 8. That they who truly fear 
God have nothing elſe to fear. 9. The ſure confidence of all that fear him, 
10. Holy fear expreſſed in the praiſes and prayers of. the ſaints. 11, Tyr 
doxology of the redeemed. 


4 


SECT. Il. All nature repreſented as fearing before God. 


HE Lord reigneth, let the people tremble ; he ſitteth between the che. 
rubims, let the earth be moved. He looketh on the earth, and it tren. 

bleth ; he toucheth the hills, and they ſmoke d: The pillars of heaven tremble, 
and are aſtoniſhed at his reproof ©. Clouds and darkneſs are round about him 4, 
His lightnings enlightned the world; the earth ſaw and trembled. The til 
melted like wax at the preſence of the Lord, at the preſence of the Lord of the 
whole earth. The ſea faw it, and fled ; Jordan was driven back. The moun— 
rains ſkipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs. What ailed thee, O thot 
fea, that thou fleddeſt ? thou Jordan, that thou waſt driven back? ye mou. 
tains, that ye ſkipped like rams? and ye little hills, like lambs ? Treble, 
thou carth, at the preſence of the God of Jacob, who turneth the rock into: 
ſtanding water, the flint into a fountain of waters f. The iſles ſaw it, and fearci; 
the ends of the earth were afraid *, When 1 heard, my belly trembled ; 1 
lips quivered at the voice : Rottenneſs entered into my bones, and I tremblcd in 
myſelf, that I might reſt in the day of trouble b. Dominion and fear are wit! 
him, He is in one mind, and who can turn him*. Therefore am | troubled 
at his preſence ; when I conſider, I am afraid of him ', Shall not his excellenq) 
make you afraid? and his dread fall upon you ® ? 


SECT» 
$ 1, * Pal. xcix. r. b Pſal. civ. 32. © Job xxvi. 11. 4 Pal. ws 
« Pſal. xcvii. 4, 5. 7 Pſal. cxiv. 3,—$, e Ia. xli. 5. » Hab. iii. 16- 


Job Nux. 2. * Job Axiii. 13. 2 Job xulli. 15, „Jeb zl 4% 
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Cnap, III. Of the FEAR of Gon, 341 


SE cr. 2. Of the dread that ought to poſſeſs his enemies. 


THE tranſgreſſion of the wicked ſaith within my heart, that there is no fear 
of God before his eyes“. Therefore they ſay unto God, Depart from us; for 
xe deſire not the knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, that we 
ſhould ſerve him? And what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto lim * ? 

Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world ſtand in 
awe of him ©, Say unto God, IIow terrible art thou in thy works! through 
the greatneſs of thy power ſhall thine enemies ſubmit themſelves unto thee 9, 
The mean man ſhall be bieught down, and the mighty man hall be humbled, 
and the eyes of the lofty ſhall be humbled : But the Lord of hoſts {hall be 
exalted in judgment, and God that is holy ſhall be ſanctifed in rightcoul- 
nels e. Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the duſt, for fear of the 
Lord, and for the glory of his Majeſtyf. For the day of the Lord of 
nolts ſhall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one 
that is lifted up, and he ſhall be brought low*. The loftineſs of man 
fall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of man ſhall be made low; and the Lord 
alone ſhall be exalted in that day h. And they ſhall go into the holes of the 
rocks, and into the caves of the carth, tor fearof the Lord, and for the glory ofhis 
Mijeſty when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the carth*. Ile ſhall cut off the ſpirit of 
princes; he is terrible to the Kings of the earthł. The nations ſhall ſee, and be con- 
foundedat all their might; they ſhall lay their hands upon their mouths, their cars 
mall be deaf. They ſhall lick the duſt like a ſerpent ; they ſhall move out of their 
holes like worms of the earth; they ſhall] be afraid of the Lord our God, and (hall 
fear becauſe of thee!, For behold the day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven; 


and ail the proud, yea and all that do wickedly ſhall be ſtubble, ſaith the Lord of 


noſt,*. The ſinners in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath ſurprized the hypocrite; 
who among us ſhall dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us ſhall dwell with 
everlaſting burnings“. Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings ; be inſtructed ye 
judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
Riß the Son, left he be angry, and ye periſh from the way, when his wrath is 
Kindled but a little®, For he will repay fury to his adverſaries, and recompence 
to his enemies. So ſhall they fear the name of the Lord from the weſt, and his 
glory from the riſing of the ſun?. And all men ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the. 
work of God; for they ſhall wiſely conſider of his doing 9. 


SECT. 
42 Pal. xXxxvi. 1. b Job xxi 14, 15. ce Pſal. xxxiil. 8. d Pſal. Ixvi. 3. 
c Iſa, v. 15, 16. e u. 0. 4 Iſa. jj. 12. ® Ia. ii. 15. 
Ia. ii. 19. * Plal. Izxvi. 12. 1 Micah vii. 16, 117. Mal. iv. 1. 
* Ia, xXXIIl. 14. 0 Plal, ii. 10, 11. 12. ? Ila, liz, 18, 19, 1 Pfal. liv. 9. 
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Src T. 3. The Moſt High is the only proper object of reverence and fear. 


Aso honourcth his father, and a ſervant his maſter; if then I be a father, 
where is mine honour ? and if I be a maſter, where is my fear ? ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts “. Be {till and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 
heathen; I will be exalted in the carth >, For I am God, and there A 
none elſe; unto me every knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall weir *, 
For from the riſing of the ſun, even to the going down of the fame, my 
name ſhall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incenſe {il 
be offered, and a pure offering; for my name ſhallbe great among the hes 
then, faith the Lord of hoſts. But this people hath a revolting and a rchel— 
lious heart; they arc revolted and gone; neither ſay they in their heart, Let 
us now fear the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter 
rain in his ſeaſon e: Mine eyes are upon al! their Ways; they are not hid from 
my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine cyes f. Therefore J will ſhake 
the heavens, and the carth full remove out of her place 6; and I will puniſh the 
world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity 3 and TI will cauſe the 
arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe, and will lay low the haughtineſs of the terrible; 
for that they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord, 
Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy backſlidings ſhall reprove thee; 
know therefore and ſec, that it is an evil thing and a bitter, that thou haſt for— 
faken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, ſaith the Lord God of 
hoſt>*. Hear now this, O fooliſh people and without underſtanding, which have 
cycs and ſee not; which have cars, and hear not; fear ye not me faith the Lord! 
Will ye not tremble at my preſence, who have placed the ſand for the bound 
of the fea, by a perpetual decree that it cannot pals it; and though the waves 
thereof toſs themſelves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet cat 


they not paſs over it!? 


SECT. 4. The viſion of St. Fohn to this purpoſe. 


AxD I bcheld, and lo the heavens departed as a ſcroll when it is rolled toge- 
ther; and every mountain and iſland were moved out of their places; and the 
kings of the carth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 


and the mighty men, and every bond man, and every free man, hid themſelves 
* | in 


$ 3. Mal. i. 6. » Pal. xlvi. 10. e Iſa. zIv. 22, 23. a Mal. i. u. 
e Jer. v. 23, 24. Jer. zwi. 1). t Iſa, xiii. 13. bk IIa. Xill. II. 
Prov. i. 29. * Jer. ii. 19. 1 Jer. v. 21, 22. 


car. III. Of the FEAR of Gon, 343 
+1 the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains; and ſaid to the mountains and 
1 rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that ſitteth on the throne, 
1 ind from the wrath of the Lamb ; tor the great day of his wrath is come, and 
2 «ho ſhall be able to ſtand * ? | 


SECT. 5. Of that fear which reſtrains from offending Cod, that renders 
us watchful, and diſþoſes to every thing that is well plea/tuy in his ſight. 


Wurre ſhall wiſdom be found? and where is the place of underſtanding * ? 
God underſtandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof o. When 
e made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder; then 
did he ſce it, and declare it, he prepared it, yea and ſearched it out. And unto 
man he ſaid, Behold the fear of the Lord that is wiſdom, and to depart-from e- 
vil i underſtanding ©. And now, what (doth the Lord thy God require of 
thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, 
and to ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul 4. Cir— 
camciſe therefore the foreſkin of your heart, and be no more ſtifi-necked ; for 
ne Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, 
and a terrible, who regardeth not perſons ; nor taketh reward ©, Fear this glo— 
dious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GODS. Him ſhall ye fear, and him 
mall ye worſhip, and to him ſhall ye do ſacrifice s; and ye ſhall |not fear other 
»04s ; but the Lord your God ye ſhall tear, and he ſhall deliver you*, Thou 

| alt fear the Lord thy God ; him ſhalt thou ſerve, and to him (halt thou cleave, 

: and ſwear by his name; he is thy praiſe, and he is thy God, that hath done for 
thee great and terrible things i, Now therefore fear the Lord, and ſerve him 
in ſincerity, and in truth ©, with all your heart; for conſider what great things 
he hath done for you '. He ſent redemption unto his people ; he hath com- 
manded his covenant for ever; holy and reverend is his name *, 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; and a good underſtanding | 
have all they that do his commandments ® ; but the foul that doth ought pre- q 
!umptuouſly, the ſame reproacheth the Lord; and that ſoul ſhall be cut off from | 
among his pcople®. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged ; and by the fear ot 
the Nord, men depart, from evil“. He that walketh in his uprightneſs, feareth 
he Lord; but he that is perverſe in his ways, deſpiſeth him“. A wife man 
teareth, and deperteth from evil; but the fool rageth and is contident”. In the 
car of the Lord is ſtrong confidence; the tear of the Lord is a fountain of lite, 
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to depart from the ſnares of death: The fear of the Lord is the inſtruction 5 
wiſdom ; and before honour is humility *. Be not wiſe in thine own eyes; fer 
the Lord and depart from evil“. Let us hear the concluſion of the whole mat. 
ter; fear God and keep his commandments ; tor this is the whole duty of mag. 
For God ſhall bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, whe. 
ther it be good or whether it be evil. Having therefore theſe promiſes, dear. 
ly beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, per. 
fecting holineſs in the fear of God: Walking in the fear of the Lords, circum. 
ſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe*, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation d. Be ſober, be vigilant ©: Abhor that which is evil; cleuve to that 
which is good d. Look to yourſelves, that we loſe not thoſe things which we 
have wrought, but that we receive a full reward *. Let us therefore tear, leſt 
a promiſe being leſt us of entering into his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem to come 
ſhort of it f ; leſt any man fail of the grace of God; leſt any root of bitterne{; 
ſpringing up trouble you, and many be defiled 5, Wherefore let him that think. 
eth he {tandeth, take heed leſt he fall h. And take heed to yourſelves, leſt at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting, and drunkenneſs, and care: 
of this life, and ſo that day come upon you unawares. Watch ye therctore, and 
pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things that 
ſhall come to pals, and to ſtand before the Son of man :. 1 therefore ſo run, no 
as uncertainly, ſo fight 1, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my 
body, and bring it into ſubjection; leſt that by any means, when I have preach- 
ed to others, I my ſelf ſhould be caſt away k. Be not high minded, but fear! 


St cr. 6. The fear of Cod taketh its riſe from a due ſenſe of his glorious per. 
fections, and ſupreme dominion. 


Tu Lord is great in Zion, and he is high above all people“. Declare his glo- 
ry among the heathen, his wonders among all people >. For the Lord is great, 
and greatly to be praiſed ; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the god: 
of the nations are idols; but the Lord made the heavens. Honour and majeſty 
are before him ; ſtrength and beauty are in his ſanctuary ©, Give unto the Loid 
the glory due unto his name; bring an offering and come into his courts. 0 

| worſhip.the Lord in the beauty. of holineſs ; fear before him all the earth d. For 
who in heaven can be compared vnto the Lord? Who among the ſons of the 
mighty can be likened unto the Lord? God is greatly to be feared in the afſen- 


bly 
5 | 
Prov. ziv. 26, 27. t Prov. xv. 33. u Prov. iii. 3. x Eccleſ. xii. 12, 14 
1 5 2 Cor. vii. r, 2 Acts ix. 31. * Eph. v. 15. b Matth. xvi. 41. 
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CAP. II. 'Of the FEAR of Gov, 245 


bly of the faints 3 and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him. 
Vow and pay unto the Lord your God; let all that be round about him bring pre- 
ſents unto him that ought to be fearcdf, Ye that fear the Lord, praiſe him; 
all ye ſeed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the ſecd of Iſracl e. 1 will 
pay my vows before them that fear him“; and all the kindreds of the - nations 
1211 worſhip before thee, For the kingdom is the Lord's; and he is the gover— 
nor among the nations“. And it ye call on the Father, who without reſpect of 
perſons judgeth according to every man's work, paſs the time of your ſojourn- 
ing here in fear“. For every one of us ſhall give account of himſelf to God!. 
He ſhall judge the world with righteouſneſs“. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, 


and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy? The Lord hath prepared his 
turone in the heavens; and his Kingdom ruleth over alle. 


Sx ct. 7. The happineſs of thoſe who truly fear Cod. 


Come, ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that deſireth life, and loveth many days, that he may fee good? 
Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile, Depart from evil, 
and do good; ſeek peace and purſue it*, What man is he that feareth the 
Lord? him ſhall he teach in the way that he ſhall chooſe. His foul ſhall dwell 
ot caſe ; his ſeed ſhall inherit the earth. The ſecret of the Lord is with them 
that fear him; and he will ſhew them his covenant 8. Behold the eye of the 
Lord is upon them that fear him; upon them that hope in his mercy; to deliver 
their ſoul from death and to keep them alive in famine . O fear, the Lord, ye 
his ſaints 3 for there is no want to them that fear him 4. Stand in awe and fin 
not; commune with your heart upon your bed, and be ſtill. Offer the ſacrifices 
of righteouſneſs 3 and put your truſt in the Lord e. He will fultil the deſire 
of them that fear him; he alſo will hear their cry, and will ſave them t. Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant,” that 
walketh in darkneſs, and hath no light? Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, 
and ſtay upon his God s. For as the heaven is high above the earth; ſo greatis his 
mercy toward them that fear him“. Like as a father pitieth his children, ſo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him i, For the mercy of the Lord is from ever— 
laiting to everlaſting, upon them that fear him; and his righteouſneſs unto their 
children's children*, O Iſrael, truſt thou in the Lord! ; ye that fear the Lord, 
truſt in the Lord. He will bleſs them that fear the Lord, both ſmall and great ®. 


X x Happy 
* Pal. lxxzix, 6, 7, f Pſal. lzzvi. 11. e Pſal. xxii. 23. b Pſal. xxii. 25. 
* Plal, xxii. 27, 28. * 1 Pet. 1, 17. Rom. xiv. 12. m Pſal. xcvi. 13» 
* Rev. xv. 4. * Plal, cill. 19. | 

$ 7. * Pſal, xxxiv. 11— 14. b Pſal. xxv. 12, — 14. Pal. xxxiii. 18, 19, a Pſal. xxxiv. 9. 
* Plal. iv. 4, 5. r Pſal. cxlv. 19. £ Tſa+ I. 10. n Pſal. clii. 11. 
Pſal. cili. 13, * pfal. cili. 17. 1 Pſal. cxv. 9. m Pſa]. cxv. Hy 13 
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Happy is the man that feareth alway; but he that hardeneth his heart hall 
fall into miſchief 2 By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches and honour, 
and life o. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom; and the know. 
ledge of the Holy is underſtanding ; for by me thy days ſhall be multiplied, and 
the years of thy life ſhall be increaſed®, Though a finner do evil an hundted 
times, and his days be prolonged, yet ſurely I know that it ſhall be well with 
them that fear God, which fear before him; but it ſhall not be well with the 
wicked, neither ſhall he prolong his days, which are as a ſhadow; becauſe he 
feareth not before God ®, The fear of the Lord tendeth to life, and he that 
hath it ſhall abide ſatisfied ; he ſhall not be viſited with evil“. Whoſo deſpiſeth 
the word ſhall be deſtroyed ; but he that feareth the commandment, ſhall be re. 
wardcdf. Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long; for ſurely there is an 
end, and thine expectation ſhall not be cut off.. Truſt in the Lord with all thing 
heart, and lean not unto thine own underſtanding. In all thy ways acknowledg: 
him, and he ſhall direct thy paths *. 


SECT. 8. That they who truly fear God have nothing elſe to fear. 


THE word of the Lord came unto Abram in a viſion, ſaying, Fear not Abram; 
I am thy ſhield, and thy exceeding great reward *, I am the Almighty God; 
walk before me and be thou perfe& *.—The Lord ſpake thus to me with a 


| ſtrong hand, and inſtructed me, ſaying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them 


to whom this people ſhall ſay, A confederacy ; neither fear ye their fear nor be 
afraid. Sanctiſy the Lord of hoſts himſelf ; and let him be your fear, and let 
him be your dread<, Fear thou not, fot I am with thee; be not diſmayed for | 
am thy God; I will ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs *. For I the Lord thy God vill 
hold thy right hand, ſaying unto thee, Fear not, I will help thee : Fear not, 
thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Iſrael; I will help thee, ſaith the Lord, and 


thy Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael ?. I, even I am he that comforteth you; 


who art thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that ſhall die, and of the fon of 
man which ſhall be made as graſs ? and forgetteſt the Lord thy maker, that hath 
ſtretched forth the heavens, and laid the toundations of the earth? and haſt feu. 
ed continually every day, becauſe of the fury of the oppreſſor, as it he were fei. 
dy to deſtroy ? and where is the fury of the opprefſor*? Be not atraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do : But I wil 


forewarn you whom ye ſhall fear; Fear him,who after he hath killed, hath power 
to 


A Prov. xxviii. I 4. © Prov. xxii. 4. P Prov. ix. 10, 11. 4 Eccleſ. vill. 12, 1 
Prov. xix. 23. Prov. xili. 13. 1 Prov. xxiii. 17, 18. v Prov. iii. 5 6. 
$8, Gen. xv. 1. b Gen. xvii. I. © Iſa, viii, 11, 12. 13. 4 Iſa, xli, 10. 


4 e Ia, xli. 13, 14. 1 IIa. Ii. 12, 13. ; 
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to caſt into hell; yea I ſay unto you, Fear hims. Be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled: But ſanctify the Lord God in your hearts. The fear ot 
man bringeth a ſnare ; but whoſo putteth his truſt in the Lord, ſhall be ſafe? 

Thus faith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed 
thee, O Iſrael, Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name, thou art mine. When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with 
thee ; and through the rivers they ſhall not overflow thee : When thou Walk. 
eſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt ; neither ſhall the lame kindle up- 
on thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the holy One of Iſrael thy Saviour“. 
When thou lieſt down, thou ſhalt not be afraid; yea thou ſhalt lic down, and 
thy leep Nall be ſweet. Be not afraid of ſadden fear, neither of the deſola— 
tion of the wicked when it cometh ; for the Lord {ſhall be thy confidence, and 
ſhall keep thy foot from being taken“. Thus ſaith the Lord that made thee, 
and formed thee from the womb, who will help thee, Fear not O Jacob, and 
thou jeſhurun whom I have choſen *; Stengthen ye the weak hands, and con- 
| firm the feeble knees} ſay to them that are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, fear 
| 0 not; behold your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence, 
I he will come and fave you". Fear not little flock; for it is your Father's good 
pleaſure to give you the kingdom ®. Fear not; I am the firſt and the laſt; I 
am he that liveth and was dead; and behold I am alive for evermore, Amen; 
and have the keys of hell and of death ?, 


SECT. 9. The ſure confidence of all that fear him, 


Ir God be for us, who can be againſt us * ? The Lord of hoſts is with us, the 
God ot Jacob is our refuge d. Beautiful for ſituation, the joy of the whole earth 
is mount Zion. God is known in her palaces for a refuge. For lo, the kings 
wee aſſembled, they paſſed by together. They ſaw it, and fo they marvelled ; 
they were troubled and haſted away. Fear took hold of them there, and pain as 
0! 4 woman in travel*, There were they in great fear; for God is in the ge- 
nerition of the righteous 4. In the Lord I put my truſt ; how ſay ye to my 
ſoul, Flee as a bird to your mountain“? Truly my foal waiteth upon God; 
from him cometh my ſalvation f ; my expectation is from him; he only is my 
rock, and my ſalvation; he is my defence; I ſhall not be moved s. I will hear 
wht God the Lord will ſpeak; for he will ſpeak peace unto his people and to 
his ſaints ; but let them not turn again to folly. Surely his falvation is nigh 
them that fear him*, In God I have put my truſt ; I will not be afraid what 


X X 2 man 
Luke xii. 4, 5. * 1 Pet. iii. 14, 15. i Prov. XxXix. 25. * Ifa. xhiit. f, 2, 3. 
. Prov, ii. 24,25, 26. _ Ifa. xliv. 2. * Iſa. XXXV. 3, 4. by Luke li. 32. 
v Rey. 17, 18. | 
« * Rom, viii. 31, Wi -% e Pfal. xIviti. 2,—6, 4 Pal. xiv. 5. 
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man can do unto me. The Lord is my light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall 7 
tear? the Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall J be afraid &, Thoug) 
an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my heart ſhall not fear; though war ſhow 
riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident '. He hath ſaid, I will never leave thee 
nor forſake thee : So that we may boldly ſay, The Lord is my helper, ang 
will not fear what man ſhall do unto me". I have ſet the Lord always before 
me ; becauſe he is at my right hand I ſhall not be moved. Therefore my heart 
is glad, and my glory rejoiceth; my fleſh allo ſhall reſt in hopes. 


SECT. 10. Holy fear expreſſed in the prayers and praiſes of the ſuints 


Wao is like unto thee, O Lord, amongſt the Gods? Who is like thee. 
glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders *? O God, when thes 
wenteſt forth before thy people; when thou didſt march through the wilder 
neſs ; the carth ſhook, the heavens allo dropped at the prefence of God; even 
Sinai itſelf was moved at the preſence of God, the God of Ifrael*; The warc;s 
ſaw thee, O God, the waters ſaw thee ;-they were afraid; the depths alſo wes 
troubled. The clouds pourcd ont water, the ſkies ſent out a ſound ; thine ar- 
rows alſo went abroad. The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven thy light. 
nings lightned the world, the earth trembled and ſhook ©. O God, thou art ter. 
rible out of thy holy places“. 

O Lox, thou art great, and thy name is great in might. Who would not 
fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it-appertain . In Judah is God 
known; his name is great in Iſrael *, There brake he the arrows of the bow, 
the ſhield, and the ſword and the battle . Thou even thou art to be feared ; and 
who may ſtand in thy fight when once thou art angry? Thou didſt cauſe judę 
ment to be heard from heaven; the earth: feared, and was ſtill, O Lord, 1 
have heard thy ſpecch, and was afraid *, Be not a terror unto me; thou art 
my hope in the day of evil“? Let not thy dread make me afraid ', My fieh 
trembleth for fear of thee, and ] am afraid of thy judgments *. While I ſuffer 
thy terrors I am diſtracted; thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy. terrors hays 
cut me off s. Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord®. If thou, 
Lord, ſhouldit mark iniquitics, O Lord, Who ſhall ſtand ? but there is forgive. 
neſs with thee that thou mayſt be feared *. Thou ſhalt ariſe and have mercy 
upon Zion; ſo the heathen ſhall fear thy name, and all the kings of the cart 


thy 
i Pfal. Ivi. 11. * Pſal. xxvii. 1. Pfall xxvii. 3. m- Heb, xiii; 5, 6. 
» Plal. xvi. 8, 9. 
& 10, ®* Exod, xv. 11,  Pſal. Ixviii. 7, 8. e Plal. lxxvii. 16, 17, 18. 4 Plal. Ixvili. 35- 
e Jer. x. 6, 7. f Pſal. Ixxvi. I, 8 Pſal. Ixxvi. 3. u Pſal, Ixxvi. 7, 8. 
Hab. iii. 2. * Jer. Xvil. 17, Job. xiii. 21. m Pſal, cxix. 120. 
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Of the FEAR of Gon, 
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thy glory a. They ſhall fear thee as long as the ſun and moon endure, through. 
out all generations“. 

ALL nations whom thou haſt made ſhall come and worſhip before thee, O 
Lord; arid ſhall glorify thy name. For thou art great and doſt wondrous things; 
thou art God alone. Teach me thy way, unite my heart to fear thy name *- 
[ am a companion of all them that fear thee 3; and of them that keep thy pre- 
ecpts *. Salvation is far from the wicked for they ſeck not thy ſtatutes ; but 
my heart ſtandeth in awe of thy worde. Stabliſh thy word unto thy ſervant, 
who is devoted to thy fear “. 

O Lord, our Lord: how excellent is thy name in all the earth ? who hath ſet 
thy glory above the heavens „ When I conſider the? heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; What is man that 
hou art mindful of him? and-the ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him *? Lord, Who 
mall abide in thy tabernacle ! Who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh 
uprightly, and worketh righteouſneſs ; and ſpeaketh the truth in his heart, In 
whole eyes a vile perſon is contemned ; but he honoureth them that fear the 
Lord *, The foolith ſhall not ſtand in thy ſight; thou hateſt all workers of ini— 
quty. But as for me Iwill come into thy houſe in the multitude of thy mercy ; 
and in thy fear will I worſhip toward thy holy temple >. Unto thee lift 1 up 
minc eyes, O thou that dwelleſt in the heavens ©, Behold as the eyes of ſervants 
look unto the hand of their matters, and as the eye of a maiden unto the hand 
of her miltreſs ; ſo our eyes wait upon the Lord our God ©. O how great is thy 
goodnefs which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee z which thou haſt 
wrought for them that truſt in thee, before the ſons of men?! I will not be a- 
fraid of ten thouſands of people, that have ſet themſelves againſt me, round a- 
bout e. I will both lay me down. in peace, and ſleep; for thou Lord only makeſt. 
ne to dwell in ſafety f. 


SECT. 11. The doxology of the redeemed, 


We give thanks, Lord God Almighty, who art, and waſt, and art to come z: 
becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great power, and haſt reigned, And the na- 
tions were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead that they 
ſhould be judged, and that thou ſhoulit give reward to thy fervants the prophets, 
and to the ſaints, and them that fear thy name, ſmall and great, and ſhouldſt de- 
itroy them which deſtroy the earth *. Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints, Who ſhall 


not 
1 Pfal, cii. 13, 15. 7 Pſal. Ixxii. 5. cPſal. Ixxxvi. 9, 10, 11% r Pſal. cxix. 63. 
u Pal. cxix. 155, 161. * Pal. cxix. 38. 1 Pſal. viii. 1, * Pſal. viii. 3, 4. 
* Plal. xv 1, 2, 4. b Plal. v. 5, 7. © Pfal, cxxili. 1, 2. 4 Plal, xxxi, 19. 


*'Plal, iii, 6. c Plal. iy. 8. 
11. * Rey, xi, 47, 18. 


359 Of the Gracious ProPOsALs of Gop fo Manxing, Part y 


not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: For 4j 


nations ſhall come and worſhip before thee ; for thy judgments are made mani 


feſt b. | 
Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of his judgment is come ; and 


worſhip him that made heaven and earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of Water, 
Praiſe our God, all ye his ſervants, and ye that fear him both ſmall and Preats 
Alleluia! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth; let us be glad, and rejoice 
and give honour to him 9, | 


* Beroxe we leave this ſubject, it may be proper to illuſtrate the ſeveral view; 
© that have been given of the fear of God by ſome facts or examples, which coul! 
© not eaſily be brought into the text, and are here ſubjoined. The dread o- 
* wicked men inthe view of judgment, is ſtrongly exemplified in the cafe of Fe. 
*« lix, when hearing the Apoltle Paul,” As he reaſoned of righteouſneſs, tempe- 
© rance and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and anſwered, go thy way for 
* this time; when I have a convenient ſeaſon I will call for thee *, 


4 


« Tacos gives us a ſtriking example of the reverence due to God by all his 
e ſaints: After his encouraging dream at Bethel, we are told”. Jacob awaked out 
of his ſleep, and he ſaid, Surcly the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not, and 
he was afraid, and ſaid, How dreadful, (or how venerable) is this place! This i; 
none other but the houſe of God, and this is the gate of heaven $,—* Another 
c example of holy reverence we find in the caſe of the publican who went up to 
«© the temple to pray ;” the publican ſtanding afar off, would not lift up ſo much 
as his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, ſaying, God be mercitul to 
me a ſinner ©, 


“ Godly fear, firſt, reſtrains from iniquity. How expreſſive is Jof pl 
« anſwer?” How can 1 do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God 4? t 


next diſpoſes the ſoul ro an unlimited obedience to the divine will. How accept 


« able to God, was Abraham's intended ſacrifice of Iſaac! He received this glon- 


« qus tettimony from heaven“, Now I know that thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou 


hait not with-held thy ſon, thine only fon from mes. 


« Tux words in Pal. xxii. 28. He is the governor among the nations, Call 
ci tg our remembrance the decree of Darius,” I make a decree, that in every 
dominion of my kingdom, men tremble and fear betore the God of Daniel; or lie 


is the living God, and ſtedfaſt for ever, and his kingdom that which ſhai! not N 
deſtroyech 


b Rev. xv. 3, 4. Rev. xiv. 7. a Rev. Rix. 5, 6, 7. 


Act «xiv. 25. b Gen. x#xviil, 16, 17. <© Luke vii. 13. a Gen. NIX. 9 
e Gcli. Xkii. 12 * 
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deſtroyed, and his dominion ſhall be even unto the end, He delivereth and re- 
ſcueth, and he worketh ſigns and wonders in heaven and in carth f, 


« Txx expreſſion in Pſal. xxv. 14. (The ſecret of the Lord is with them 
« that fear him.) may be properly illuttrated by the caſe of Cornelius, of 
« whom we are told, that he was“ a devout man, and one that feared God 
ith all his houſe, who gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway 8, 
when, by the direction of the heavenly viſion, he had ſent ſor Peter, that 
« apoſtle obſerves,” Of a truth I perceive that God is no reſpector of perſons ; 


bot in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteouſncls, is accepted 


« Tyx promiſe in Iſa. I. 10. reminds us of the example of our Lord,” 
who, in the days of his fleſh, offered up prayers and ſupplications, with ſtrong 


crying and tears, unto him that was able to ſave him from death, and was 
heard in that he feared *, | 


« Tux goodneſs of God to them that fear him is beautifully deſcribed by the 
+« prophet Malachi.'“ Ye ſhall know that I have ſent this commandment unto 
you, that my covenant might be with Levi, faith the Lord of hoſts. My cove- 
nant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him, for the fear 
wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before me *, “ And again,” Then 
they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened, 
and heard it; and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that 
{cared the Lord, and that thought upon his name. And they ſhall be mine, 
aith the Lord of hoſts, in that day when I make up my jewels ; and ] will ſpare 
them as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him. 


« Ws find ſome expreſſions delivered in Scripture as from the mouth of God, 
* which may be juſtly conſidered as moſt perſuaſive motives to filial rever ence, 
« Such are theſe affeftionate words of their condeſcending Sovereign to Iſrael, 
* when they had vowed obedience :'? O that there were ſuch an heart in them, 
that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always ; that it might 


be well with them, and with their children for ever® ! O that they were wile, 


that they underſtood. this, that they would conſider their latter end“! O that 
my people had hearkened unto me, and Iſrael had walked in my ways*®! But 1 


laid, How ſhall I put thee amongſt the children, and give thee a pleaſant land, 


a goodly heritage of the hoſt of nations? and I ſaid, Thou ſhalt call me, My 


Father, and ſhalt not turn away from me ?. 


THERE 
Dan. vi. 26, 2). 1 Acts x. 2. b Acts x. 34, 35. 1 FHeb. v. 7. 
* Mal. ii. 4, 5. 1 Mal, iii. 16, 17, „ Deut. v. 29. » Deut. XXk Ii. 29. 


: Plal, lzxxi, 13, | P Jer, ui, 19. a 


2 — — 


a — — = 
— — 
—— 


—__ — — ͤ mNÜ—⅛᷑ — 


— x — — —. 
— — — : 


— —ä  - 
— 
— — 


——— 
— 


— — — 


4 be 
— —— — 


— — 
—  — 
— 


— — — 


— — 
pay 


352 Of the 6xActous ProPosALs of GoD to Mankind, Paxr v 


« THERE is a fear of wrath ſpoken of in Scripture, which often proves the 
© mean of awakening the conſcience, and rouſing the attention of a ſinner, ad 
« thus bringing him to God. Of this the apoſtle ſays,” The law was our 
ſchoolmaſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faiths 
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we perſuade men“. 


1 


Of LOVE w GOD and DIVINE THIN CGS. 


SECT. 1. The love of God one, of the moſt important duties, 2. It includes: 
| right and affecting ſenſe of his glorious excellency and diffuſive goodneſ 

— Of his redeeming love, and of thoſe particular mercies which are beſtoy: 
cd upon us. 4. Love to God includes an ardent deſire of his favour above 40. 
5. This love will controul ſenſual and vitious paſſions, and be ſupreme in th: 
ſoul. 6. It will powerfully incite us to a ſtedfaſt obedience. 7. It will prompr 
us to love our brethren, and to prize whatever belongs to God, 8. The hap. 
pineſs of thoſe who love him, and rightly ſeek after his favour. 9. Its ſever! 
actings expreſſed in the prayers and praiſes of his ſervants, 


SECT. 1. The love of God, one of the moſt important duties. 


NE of the ſcribes came, and aſked Jeſus, Which is the firſt command- 

ment of all? And Jeſus anſwered him, The firſt of all the commandments is, 

Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is one God; and thou ſhalt love the Loi 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy ſtrength : This is the firſt commandment ; and the ſecond is like, 
namely this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. There is none other 
commandment greater than theſe *, On theſe two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets >. And the ſcribes ſaid unto him, Well, Maſter, thou 
haſt ſaid the truth: For there is one God, and there is none other but he; and 
to love him with all the heart, and with all the underſtanding, and with all the 
ſoul, and with all the ſtrength, and to love his neighbour as himſelf, 1s more 
than all whole burnt offerings and ſacrifices. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thou att 
not far from the kingdom of God ©. God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, 


dwelleth in God, and God in him s, 
SECT. 


Gal. iii. 24. 2 Cor. v. 11. 


$ 1. Mark xii. 28,—3t. b Matth, xxil. 40. e Mark xii. 32,34. a x John iv. 16 
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S ECT. 2. dt includes a right and affecting ſenſe of his glorious e xcellency 
and diffuſive goodneſs. 


O Log p our Lord, How excellent is thy name in all the earth! who haſt ſet 
thy glory above the heavens. When I conſider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained, What is man that 
thou art mindful of him, and the ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him? Who iz 
like unto thee, O Lord, among the Gods? Who is like unto thee, glorious in 
holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders d? Great and marvellous arc thy 
works, Lord God Almighty, Juſt and true are thy ways, O thou King of ſaints. 
Who wall not tear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou only art 
holy ee Behold God is mighty, and deſpiſeth not any: He is mighty in ſtrength 
and wiſdom. He withdraweth not his eyes from the rightcous ; but with kings 
arc thcy on the throne, yea he doth eſtabliſh them for ever, and they are exalt- 
ed; and if they be bound in ſetters, and be holden in cords of aſflition ; 
then he ſheweth them their work, and their tranſgreſſions that they have cx- 
cceded?, Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and thy faithfulneſs reacheth 
unto the clouds. Thy righteouſneſs is like the great mountains; thy judgment: 
are 4 great deep: O Lord, thou preſerveſt man and bealt. How excellent i, 
thy loving-kindneſs, O God! Therefore the children of men put their trutt 
under the ſhadow of thy wings. They {hall be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat— 
neſs of thy houſe ; and thou ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy pleaſures. 
For with thee is the fountain of life; in thy light ſhall we ſce light e. Thy 
kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all 
ages. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works r. He 
loveth righteouſneſs and judgment: The earth is full of the goodneſs of the 
Lord :. The LORD, the LORD God merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
and abundant in goodneſs and truth; keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving 
iniquity and tranſgreſſion and ſin ; and that will by no means clear the guilty ®. 


W Thc heavens are thine, the earth alſo is thine ; as for the world, and the fulneſs 


thereot, thou haſt founded them. Juſtice and judgment are the habitation. of 
thy throne ; mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face .O that men would 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men k. O Lord, How manifold are thy works! in wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all; the earth is full of thy riches l. The Lord is good unto all; and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works. The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou 


Yy giveſt 
(2. * Pfal. viii. 1, 3, 4. b Exod. xv. 11, © Rev. xv. 3, 4. Job xxxvi. 5„,—9 
* Plal. xxxvi. 5,9. t Pſal. cxlv. 13, 17, e Pſal. xxxili. 5. b Exod, XXX. 6, 7. 
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giveſt them their meat in due ſeaſon : Thou openeſt thine hand, and ſatisfieſt 
the deſire of every living thing“. He left not himſelf without witneſs, in that 
he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſone, filling our hear, 
with food ane gladneſs s. Your Father which is in heaven—maketh his ſyn ;, 
riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt, 
Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whole hope is in the Lord 
his God; which made heaven and earth, the ſea and all that therein is; which 
keepeth truth for ever; which executeth judgment for the oppreſſed ; which 
giveth food to the hungry. The Lord looſeth the priſoners : The Lord open. 
eth the eyes of the blind: The Lord raiſeth them that are bowed down: The 
Lord loveth the rightcous?. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, fq; 
his mercy endureth for ever 2. The Lord hath prepared his throne in the hes. 
yens, and his kingdom ruleth over all. Bleſs the Lord ye his angels, that ex. 
cel in ſtrength, that do his commandments, hearkning unto the voice of hi; 
word, Bleſs ye the Lord, all ye his hoſts, ye miniſters of his that do his plex. 
fure. Bleſs the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion, Bleſs th: 
Lord, O my foul !. 


FE Pye. 3,—Of his redeeming love, and of thoſe particular mercies whic!, 
are beſtowed upon us. 


BLESSED be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redeemed hi; 
people . In this was manifeſted the love of God towards us, becauſe that God 
ſent his only begotten Son unto the world that we might live through him, 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and fent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our ſins >, For God fo loved the world, that he gave hi; 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him fhould not periſh but have 
everlaſting life s. For God who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
he has loved us, even when we were dead in fins, hath he quickned us toge- 
ther with Chriſta. God commendeth his love towards us, in that while we 
were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us:. We love him becauſe he firſt loved us, 
My ſoul doth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit hath rejoiced in God my ſavi- 
our 2. For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth us *, Behold, what manner of love. 
the Father hath beſtowed upon us that we ſhould be called the fons of God!. 
Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and God, even our Father, which hath loved - 


and 
» Pal. cxlv. 9, 15, 16. „Acts xiv. 17. * Matth. v. 45. 7 Pfal, cxlxi. 8. 
Pſal. cxxxvi. 1. Pſal. cili. 19, — 22, | 
8 3, * Luke 1. 68. b x John iv. 9, 10, John iii. 16. Eph. ii. 4, 5 
* Rom. v. 8. f 1 John iv. 19. t Luke i. 46, 47. d 2 Cor. v. 14, 
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and giver us everlaſting conſolation and good hope through grace, comſort your 
hearts, and {tabhiſh you in every good word and work * ! Bleſs the Lord 0 my 
ſoul, and all that is within me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul; 
and forget not all his benefits. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth 
1] thy diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy hte from deſtruction, who crowncth thee 
with loving Kindneſs and tender mercies i. I love the Lord becauſe he hath 
hc.rd my voice and my ſupplication. Becauſe he hath inclined his ear unto me. 
therefore will I call upon him as long as I live”. Return unto thy reſt, O my 
ſhul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee, for thou haſt delivered my 
ſoul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling *. Ilow preci- 
ons alſo are thy thoughts unto me ? how preat is the ſum of them“? What ſhall 
render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me? J will take the cup 6f 
vation, and call upon the name of the Lord”, I will greatly rejoice in the 
Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God, for he hath clothed me with the gar— 
ments of ſalvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs a. I 
will love thee, O Lord, my ſtrength: The Lord is my rock and my fortreſs, and 
my dcliverer, my God, my {trength, in whom I will truſt, my buckler, and the 


horn of my ſalvation, and my high tower", Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 


places in Chriſt, according as he hath choſen us in him before the foundation ot 
the world, that we ſhould be holy and without blame before him in love. Hu- 
ing predeſtinated us unto the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf, 
according to the good pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemp— 
tion through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins according to the riches of his 
grace ſ. He that ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
mall he not with him alſo freely give us all things * ? 


SECT. 4. Love to Cod includes an ardent deſire of his favour above all, 


InEar be many that ſay, who will ſhew us any good? Lord lift thou up the 


'ight of thy countenance upon us. Thou haſt put gladneſs in my heart more 
than in the time that their corn and their wine increaſed *®. When thou ſaidſt, 


deck ye my face; my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face Lord will I ſeek b. I in- 
treated thy favour with my whole heart ©. The deſire of our ſoul is to thy name, 
q to the remembrance of thee. With my ſoul have I deſired thee in the night, 


Y y 2 yca 


® Pſal. cxvi. 7, 8. 
r Plal, zviii. 1, 2. 


* 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. 
* Plal. cxxxix. 1). 

i Fph v 55 7. 

4. Pfal. iv, 6, 9. 
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y Pſal. cxvi. 12,13, 
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yea with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee early *. O God thou art my Goc 
early will I ſeek thee: My ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee % 
a dry and thirſty land where no water is. To ſee thy power and thy glory, ſou; 
I have ſcen thee in the ſanctuary. Becauſe thy loving kindnels is better than 
lite, my lips ſhall praiſe thee ©. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, {; 
panteth my ſou] after thee, O God : When ſhall I come and appear before God,, 
Whom have J in heaven but thee ? and there is none in the earth whom ! deſire 
beſides thee, My fleſh and my heart faileth; but God is the ſtrength of my 
heart and my portion for evers, My foul ſhall be ſatisfied as with marroy ang 
fatneſs, and my mouth ſhall praiſe thee with joyful lips; when I remember thee 
upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.Becauſe thou haſt been 
my help, therefore in the ſhadow of thy wings will I rejoice, My ſoul followeth- 
hard after thee, thy right hand upholdeth me. O my ſoul, thou halt ſaid untg 
the Lord, thou art my Lord, my goodneſs extendeth not unto thee i, Where. 
ſore we labour, that whether preſent or abſent we may be accepted of him“. Why 
art thou caſt down, O my ſoul ? and why art thou diſquiered in me? hope in 
God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health of my countenance and my 
God!. 


SECT, 5. This love will controul ſenſual and vitious paſſions, and be ſu- 
preme in the ſoul. 


Tn love of Chriſt conſtraineth us—that they which live, ſhould not hence 
forth live unto themſelves, but unto him which died for them and roſe again“. 
For the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men, teach- 
ing us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly. luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, rigt- 
teouſly and godly in this preſent world, e, Know ye not, that the friendihip af 
the world is enmity with God? Whoſoever will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God *. Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that 
in the world, the Juſt of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
is not of the Father, but is of the world, and the world paſſeth away, and the 
luſt thereof; but he that doth the will of God abideth for ever *. They that ate 
Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh with the affections and luſts . If thy right che 
offend thee, pluck it out; if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off and caſt it fron 


thee f. 
No 
4 Ta. xxvi. 8, 9. e Pſal. Ixiii. r, 2; 3. 7 Pſal. xlii. 1; 2. 2 Pfal. Ixxiii. 25 26 
b Pſal. Ixiii, 5,—8. I Plal, xvi. 2. K* 2 Cor. v. 9. 1 pfal · xliii. 5. 
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No man can ſerve two maſters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other, ye cannot ſerve 
God and mammon s. He that loveth father or mother more than me, is not wor— 
thy of me; and he that loveth ſon or daughter more than me, is not worthy of 
inc. And he that taketh not his croſs and followeth after me, is not worthy of 
me, He that findeth his life ſhall loſe it: And he that loſeth his life for my 
(ke ſhall find it“. 


SECT. 6. It will powerfully incite us to a ſtedfaſt obedience. 


Ye that love the Lord hate evil*. For this is the love of God that we keep 
nis commandments, and his commandments are not grievous, If ye love me 
keep my commandments ©, He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me; and he that loveth me, ſhall be loved of my Father, 
and 1 will love him and will manifeſt myſelf to him. If a man love me he will 
keep my words, and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him and 
make our abode with him 4. As the Father hath loved me, fo have 1 loved you, 
continue ye in my love. If ye keep my commandments, ye ſhall abide in my 
love, even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love e. 
He that faith I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar and the 
truth is not in him: But whoſo keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected f. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my diſciples indeed e. 
Let us therefore go on unto perfection“. Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
faith without wavering i, Continue ye in the faith, grounded and ſettled, and be 
not moved away from the hope of the goſpel, which ye have heard *. And be— 
ſides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, know- 
ledge; and to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, patience ; and to 
patience, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly 
kindneſs, charity. As ye have therefore received Chriſt, fo walk ye in him“, 
that when he ſhall appear, ye may have confidence, and not be aſhamed betore 
him at his coming. Till I die I will not remove my integrity from me: My 


righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go; my heart ſhall not reproach me 
lo long as I live o. 


SECT, 


1 Matth. vi. 24. b Matth. x. 37,39. 


$6. + Pſal. xcvii. 10. b 1 John v. 3. John xiv. 15. 4 John xiv. 21, 23, 
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| Heb. x. 23. & Col. i. 23. 1 2 Pet. i. 5, 6. 1 Col. ii. 6. 


* John ii. 28. „Job xxvii. 5, 6. 


353 Of the oA Pao osATLs of Gop to MaxX KIND. PART y 


SECT. 7. It will prompt us to love our brother, and to Prize whateys 
belongs to God. 


Beroved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and every one thi: 
loveth is born of God, and knoweth God., He that loveth not, knoweth not 
God, for God is love“. If a man ſay, I love God, and hateth his brother, he; 
a liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he lore 
God whom he hath not ſeen d. Whoſo hath this world's good, and ſceth his 
brother have need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from him, hoy 
dwellcth the love of God in him. It we love one another, God dwelleth in us, 
and his love is perfected in us 9. 

Teſus ſaid, Tt God were your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded fort) 
and came from God ©. But I know that ye have not the love of God in you, 
| am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not.f. Ye tithe mint and 
rue, and paſs over judgment and the love of Gods, For they loved the praiſe of 
men more than the praiſe of God“. He that honoureth not the Son, honour. 
eth not the Father which hath ſent him*. But he that hath received hi; 
teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is true; for he whom God hath ſent, 
ſpeaketh the words of God *. Whoſoever believeth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is 
born of God: And every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him allo that 
is begotten of him *. 

One thing have I deſired of the Lord, and that will I ſeek after, that I may 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and ro enquire in his temple ®. How amiable are thy tabernacle, 
O Lord of hoſts. My ſoul longeth, yea fainteth for the courts of the Lord: 
my heart and my fleſh crieth out for the living God. Bleſſed are they that 
dwell in thy houſe, they will be {till praiſing thee". Bleſſed is the man whom 
thou cbooleſt and cauſeſt to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in 
thy courts, We ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even 
of thy holy places. O ſend out thy light and thy truth, let them lead me, 
let them bring me into thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacle, Then will I go 
unto the altar of God, unto God, my excecding joy ; yea upon the harp wil 
I praiſe thee, O God, my God“. For a day in thy courts is better than 1 
thonſind. I had rather be a door-keeper in the houſe of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedneſs a. The ſons of the ſtranger that join then: 


ſelves 

& . * 1 ſohn iv. 7, 8. d 1 John iv. 20. e x John iii. 17. 4 x John iv. 12 
John viii. 42. f John v. 42, 43. s Luke xi. 42. „ John xii 43. 

i Jolin v 23, * John iii. 33, 34. ir John v. 1. m Pſal. xxvii. 4. 
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ſelves to the Lord to ſerve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to 
be his ſervants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and ta- 
eth hold of my covenant. Even them will 1 bring to my holy mountain, and 
make them joyful in my houſe of prayer*. O how love 1 thy law, it 15 my me- 
Jitation all the day . With my whole heart have! ſought thee, O Jet me not 
wander from thy commandments *, I delight in the law of God, after the in- 
ward man*. I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my 
heart *. 


Sgr. 8. The happineſs of thoſe who love him, and righuly feek after 
his favour, | 


Tut Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which kecpeth covenan; 
nd mercy with them that love him, and keep his commandments, to a thouſand 
yencrations*. O love the Lord all ye his ſaints, for the Lord preſerveth the 
faithful Þ. The Lord preſerveth all them that love him ©. Glory ye in his ho- 
y name, Jet the heart of them rejoice that ſeek the Lord: Seek the Lord, and 
his ſtrength, feek his face evermore d. I love them that love me, and thoſe 
that ſeek me early, ſhall find mes. We know that all things work together for 
good ro them that love God *- For this God is our God for ever and for ever, 
he will be our guide even unto deaths. Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon me, 
therefore will I deliver him, I will ſet him on high, becauſe he hath known my 
name>, Eye hath not ſeen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him i, Now we fee through 
a plaſs darkly, but then face to face x. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth as 
the fun in the kingdom of their father. And they that be wile ſhall ſhine as 
che brightneſs of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteouſneſs as the 
{tars for ever and ever ®. The ranſomed of the Lord ſhall come to Zion with 
ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads; they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, 
and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away “. 


SECT. 
* Ia. Ivi. 6, 7. Pal. cx. 97. * Plat. cxix. 10. u Rem. Vii. 22. 
x Plal. xl. 8. | 
$8. +» Deut. vii. g. d Pfat. xxxi. 23. e Pſal. exlv. 20. 4 Pal. ev. 3, 4. 
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SECT. 9. Its ſeveral atlings expreſſed in the prayers and praiſes of hi; 
| ſervants. 


I wirL worſhip towards thy holy temple, and praiſe thy name, for thy lo. 
ving-kindneſs, and for thy truth; for thou haſt magnified thy love above 40 
thy name . Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou haſt made heaven, th; 
heaven of heavens, with all their hoſt, the earth, and all things that are there. 
in; the ſeas and all that is therein, and thou preſerveſt them all, and the hott of 
heaven worſhippeth thee>. Give unto the Lord ye kindreds of the people, pire 
unto the Lord glory and ſtrength, give unto the Lord the glory due unto hi; 
name ; bring an offering and come before him, worſhip the Lord in the beauty 
of holineſs e: Thou art my hiding place, and my ſhield, J hope in thy word, 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together ?. The Lori 
liveth, and bleſſed be my rock, and let the God of my ſalvation be exalted: 
O taſte and ſce, that the Lord is good, bleſſed is the man that truſteth in him *, 
The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup, thou maintained 
my lot d. O ſatisfy us carly with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad 
all our days i. O that I knew where I might find him, that I might come even 
to his ſeat *. Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the place 
where thine honour dwelleth i. Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path. Thou art my portion O Lord, I have ſaid I would keep thy 
word f, I hate vain thoughts, but thy law do I love, O that men would 
praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the children ot 
men“. 


$ 9. »Pfal cxxxviii. 2, b Neh.ix. 6. © x Chron. xvi. 28, 29. 4 Pſal. crix. 114. 
e Pfal zzxiv. þ t Pal. zvin 46. s Plal xvxiv 8. b Pſal. xvi. 5. 
Plat xc 14. k Job xx11i 3. | Pſat. xxvl. 8. m Pſal. cxix. 105. 
» Pſal. cxix. 57. * Pſal. cxix. 113. ? ſal. cvii. 8. 
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ditatian of thy throne: Mercy and truth ſhall go before thy face 0. 
God 14}! bring every work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, wheiber 
goed, or whether it be evil ©. 
' ekedncſs; neither ſhall evil dwell with thee. 
ty ſight; thou hateſt all workers of iniquity t. 


. 


07 OBEDIENCE, HoLINEss, and RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


g yer. 1. We are cvidently under manifold obligations to the ſervice of God. 


2. He was pleaſed to make Known his will to his ancient peopie, and to enter 


into covenant with them. 3.—To ſend them prophets, from time to time, 
% inftruct, reprove, and reclaim them. 4. Obedience is the way of peace 
and happineſs ; but wickedneſs, of pain and miſery, 5. To tun us from fin 
unto God, that we might be ſanctificd to his ſervice, was ane great purpoſe 
ſor which the Son of God was manilcitcd, 


6. Purity of heart and life is 
clearly taught, and indiſpenſibly required, 


7. As our nature is ſanctifed and 
renewed by the Holy Spirit, fo his gracious aid may well be expected in the 
path of our chriſtian ſervice. 8. A perfect cxample of all holincfs and rightc: 
ouſnels is exhibited to us in the life of our Lord Jeſus Chritt. 9. Our obcdi- 
cnce muſt be cordial, conſtant, and proprefiive. 10. Various exhortations 
1nd incitements to purity, holineſs, and righteouſneſs. 11. The prayers and 
yraiſes of the ſaints relative to this ſubject, 


SECT. 1. He are evidently under manifold obligations to the ſervice of God. 


SCRIBE. ye greatneſs unto our God. He is the rock: His work is per- 
ict; for all his ways are judgment: A God of truth, and without iniquity : 


Toft and right is he. Is he not thy Father that hath bought thee ? Hath he not 
de thee, and eſtabliſhed thee *? Let all the carth fear the Lord; let all the 
„ Ditants of the world ſtand in awe of him: For he ipake, and it was done: 


commanded, and it ſtood faſt b. 


Tic Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rvleth 


ral, The heavens are thine; the earth alſo is thine ; as for the world, 
14 the 


ic fulneſs thereof, thou haſt founded them. Juſtice and judgment arc be 


For 


For thou art not a God that h:ith plc. Ire 
The fooliſli ſhal! not tend 


2 7. O0 Lord, 


Deut. vxxii. 3, 4 6. 


pPſal. xxxili. 8, 9. 
Eccleſ. zii. 14, 


f Pal. V. 4 5. 


4 Plal. Ixxxix. 11, 14. 
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O Lord, Thou haſt ſearched me, and known me: Thou knoweſt my donn. 
fitting and mine vp-riting : Thou underſtandeſt my thought afar off, Ts 
compalicit my path, and my Iying-down, and art acquainted with all my we 
Wherefore, we labour, that whether prelent or ablent, we may be accep | 
him: For we mult all appear before the judgment-ſcat of Chriſt, that ever; 
one may reccive the things done in his body, according to that he hath dea, 


*\ 


LU . 


*3%\ s 


whether it be 60d or bad“. So then e\cry One of us ſhall give account (© 
himſcif to God. And the wicked ſhall go away into everlatting puniſhmeg: 
but the righteous into lite eternal * Fear not them which kill the body, bur 
are not able to kill the ſoul; but rather fear him which is able to deltroy ug. 

foul and body in hell!. | 
Er deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long-(uffe;- 
ine, not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance *. Wü. 
ian | render to the Lord for all his benefits towards men? -e were ſometi;, 
iaikineck, but now are ye light in the Lord; walk as children of the lipht®, 4, 
obcdient children, not faſhioning yourſelves according to the former luſts i: 
your Ignorance. But as he which hath called you is holy, fo be ye holy nd 
manncr of converſation; becauſe it is written, Be ye holy, as Tam holy ?, J. 
are not your own, for ye are bought with a, price; therefore glority Gol jr 
your body and your ſpirit, which are God's *. For the love of Chriit conſtr.r- 
eth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one vicd for ail, then were ail dead u. 
that he died for all, that they which live ſhobld not henceforth live unto then: 
ſelves, but unto him who died for them, and roſe again“. I beſeech you ther- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you preſent your bodics a living 
ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reaſonable ſervice*: That 
ye would walk worthy of God, who jiith called you unto his kingdom and glory. 
Having therefore theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, let us cleanſe ourlelves tron 
al] filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of the Lord? 
Beloved, now are we the ſons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we fl 
be, but we know, that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we tal 
{ce him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himtc:!, 
even as he is pure *. 
Ile that faith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk even as lt 
walked . If any man ſerve me, let him follow me; and where I am, tic 
mall alſo my ſervant be; if any man ſerve me, him will my Father honour; 
Wherctote, 


s Pſal. cxxxix. 1, 2, 3. h 2 Cor. v. 9, 10. i Rom. xiv. 12. k Matth. xxv. 40 
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9 
Wherefore, beloved, ſeeing ye look for ſuch things, be diligent that ye may be 
cound of him in peace, without ſpot, and blamcleſ; a. 

For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments, and his com- 
mandments are not grievous b. The law is hely, and the commandment loly, 
and jult, and good ©. The law of the Lord is pertect, converting the fou]; the 
teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſimple. The ſtatutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, en— 
üghtning the cyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever; the 
judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. More to be dciired 
6 they than gold, yea than much fine gold; ſweeter alſo than loncy, and the 
honey-comb. Moreover, by them is thy ſervant warned, and in Keeping of them 
there is great reward d. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
dh doth the Lord require of thee, but to do jultly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God ©, The Lord is a Sun and a Shicld, the Lord will give 
ee and glory; no good thing will he with-hold from them that walk upright— 
A, it is written, Eye hath not ſcen, nor car heard, neither have entered 
'n the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love 


, 1977 7 
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51 r. 2. He was pleaſed to make noꝛun his will to his ancient people, and 
to enter into covenant with them. 


Tut Lord our God made a covenant with us in Horcb *. Out of heaven he 
made thee to hear his voice, that he might inſtruct thee; and upon earth he | 
!1ewed thee his great fire, and thou heard{t his words out of the midit of the 
Know therefore this day, and conſider in thine hcart, that the Lord he 1s 
God in heaven above, and upon the carth beneath, there is none elſe. Thou 
!11.]t keep therefore his ſtatutes, and his commandments which I command thee 
this day d. Hear O Ifracl, the Lord our God is one Lord; and thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and withall thy ſoul, and with all thy might; 
and thele words which I command thee this day ſhall be in thine heart ©, And 
now Iſrael, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy 
God, to walk in all his ways,and tolove him, and to ſerve the Lord thy God with 
ali thy heart, and with all thy ſoul; to keep the commandments of the Lord, and 
his ſtatutes, which I command thee this day for thy good d. And all the people 
anſwered together and ſaid, All that the Lord hath ſpoken we will doe. He 
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2 Pet. ni. 14, 


b x John v. 3. 
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ſheweth his word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and judgments unto Iſrael. He hat 
not dealt fo with any nation ?. Sanctify yourſelves, therefore, and be Ye holy; 
for Jam the Lord your God. And ye hall keep my ſtatutes and do them: | 
am the Lord which fin-tify you *. If ye forſake the Lord, and ſerve ſtrange 
god, then he will twn end do you hurt, and conſume you after that he Rall 
done you good. And the people [aid unto Joſhua, Nay, but we will ſerye the 
Lord. And Jothua ſaid unto the people, ye are witneſſes againit yourlelye., 
that ye have choſen you the Lord, to ferve him. And they ſaid, We are witne.. 
ſes. Now therefore, Put away, | ſaid he, the ſtrange gods which are amo; Ng you, 
and incline your heart unto the Lord God of Iſrael. And the people ſaid unte 
Joſhna, The Lord our God will we ſerve, and his voice will we obey *, 

Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye ſhall be my people; and wal. 
ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto yu; 
To the Iſraelites pertained the adoption, and the glory, and the covenant, an; 
the giving of the law, and the ſervice of God, and the promiſes *, 


S ECT. 3.—To ſend them prophets, from time to time, to inſtruit, retro 
au reclaim them, 


1 * 


S1NCE the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt, un, 
this day, I have even ſent unto you all my ſervants the prophets, daily riling uy 
carly, and fending them *®. Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſracl, 4 
mend your ways and your doings, and I will cauſe you to dwell in this place. 
For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly cu— 
cute judgment between a man and his neighbour ; if ye oppreſs not the itr- 
ger, = TR. and the 2 and thed not Innocent blood in this 15 ace, 


this es in the land! gave to your fathers for ever and everꝰ. Hear O ht 
vens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath ſpoken, 1 have nouriſhed a 
brought up children, and they have rebelled againſt me. The ox knowet! li 
owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, my people ot! 
1 not conſider. Ah ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a fecd of evil de 
ers, children that are corrupters ; they have forſaken the Lord; they wy plo⸗ 
| voked the holy One of Ifracl unto anger; they are gone away backward. 
| you, make you clean, put away the evil of your doings from before mine che, 
| ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well; ſcek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge 
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the Ficherleſs, plead for the widow. Come now end let us reifon together, 
ſaith the Lord, though your {ins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white us now 

04h they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool *, 


{A 


SECT: 4. Obedience 15 the way of peace and happineſs ; but wicked neſs, 
pain and miſery, 


Say tothe righteous, that it ſhull be well with him; for they {hall cat the 
fruit of their doings. Wo unto the wicked, it fhall be ill with him; for the 
ward of his hands ſhall be given him*.— The wicked arc like the croubled fett 
when it cannot reſt, whole waters catt up mire and dirt. There is no peace, 
(:ith my God, to the wicked. Though wickednefs be ſweet in his mouth, 
though he hide it under his tongue, though he {parc it and forſake it not, but 
Keep It {till within his mouth; yet his meat in his bowels is turned: ir is the 
lh of aſps within him ©, — Great peace have they which love thy law, and no— 
thing ſhall offend them. For lo, they that are far from thee fhall periſh : Thou 
alt deſtroyed all them that go a-whoring from thee. But it is good lor me to 
Graw near to God ©. Light is ſown tor the righteous, and gladneſs for the up- 
richt in heart f. And the work of righteoufneſs ſhall be peace, and the effect ol 
-ightcouſnels quietneſs and allurance tor evers. 

You {hall diligently Keep rhe commandments of the Lord your God, and hi; 
tatutes which he hath commanded thee. And thou halt do that which is right 
and good in the fight of the Lord, that it may be well with thee®, Ye hall 
mall therefore keep my ſtatutes, and my judgineats ; which if a man do, he {all 
live in them; I am the Lord i. Set your hearts unto all the words ,which 1 
teſt fy among you this day: For it is not a vain thing tor you, becauſe it is yout 
ile *. But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel againſt the com- 
man iment of the Lord, then ſhall the hand of the Lord be aàgainſt you, as it 
W ag4in!t your fathers: If you hall (till do wickedly, you ſhall be conſumed *, 
Yius fth the Lord God of Iracl, Curſed be the man thut obcyeth not the words 
of this covenant which I commanded your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron-turnace, laying, Obey my 
Voice, and do them according to all which I command you, fo ſhall ye be wy. 
prople, and I will be your God. Yer they obeyed not, nor inclincd their car; 
dat walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart; theretore I will 
vring upon them all the words of this covenant ;z for I will not hear them in the 
me that they cry unto me tor their trouble “. 


Bleed 
c Ita. i. 25—4. 16. —18, 
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Bleſſed is the man that walketh not in the counſel of the ungodly, nor ſtand. 
cth in the way of ſinners, nor ſitteth in the ſeat of the ſcornful. But his delight 
is in the law of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditate day and night; ang 
he ſhall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth! hi, 
{ruit in his ſeaſon, his leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſoever he doth ſhall 
proſper. The ungodly are not ſo, but arc like the chaff which the wind Ariveth 
away v. For the wages of fin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 9. Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
To them who, by patient continuance in well-doing, ſcek for glory, honour, and 
immortality, eternal life. But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrightcouſneſs, indignation and wrath, tribulation and ar. 
guiſh, upon every ſoul of man that doth evil, of the Jew tirit, and alſo of the Ger- 


tile ?. 


SEC r. 5. To turn us from fin unto Cod, that we might be ſandified to /. 
ſfervice, was one great purpoſe for which the Son of man was manifeſted, 


4 


For this purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil*. To give light to them that fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhy 
dow of death; to guide our fect in the way of peace b. To open thcir eyes, 
and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and from the power ot Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgivencſs of fins, and inheritance among them which are 
ſanctified by faith that is in me*. For the grace of God that bringeth falvaticn 
hath appeared unto all men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs, and world!y 
luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent world, look- 
ing tor that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify us unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works*. 
For we ourſelves were alſo ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving d- 
vers luſts and pleaſures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one ano- 
ther. But after that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward man ap- 
peared, not by works of rightcouſneſs which we have done, but according to l 
mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of tht 


Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour“ 


Chriſt loved the church, and gave himſelf for it, that he might ſanctify anc 


cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water by the word, that he might preſent it to 
himſck 


Pſal, * 1 —4. 0 Rom. Vi. 23. P Rom. il. 6,—9. 


$5, 1 John iii. 8. b Luke 1, 79. e Acts xxyl. 18. d Tit, ii. 11,—14. 
© Tit. iii. 3,—6. 
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melt a glorious church, not having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but 
that it ſhould be holy and without blemith 5, Ye are waſhed, ye arc ſanctified, 
ye arc juſtitied, in the name of our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God“. 
Know Fe not, that ſo many of us us were baptized unto [ctus Chriſt, were bap- 
ted unto his death. Therefore we are buricd with him by baptifin unto death: 
That like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
we alto mould walk in newnels of lic *, In that he died, he died unto fin 
once; but in that he liveih, he liveth unto God. Likewiſe reckon ye alſo your- 
cles to be dead indeed unto lin, but alive unto God through Jcfus Chritt our 
Lord, Let not fin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it 
in the luſts thercof; neither yield ye your members as inſtruments of unrighte— 
oulael unto ſin; but yield yourſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive from the 
ded, and your members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God!. 


SECT. 6. Purity of heart aud life is clearly targht, ard indiſheuſibly required, 


* 


BlLrssbb are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſce God“. I will that thou 
arm conitantly, that they which have believed in God, might be careful to 
meindzin good works b. For in Chritt Jeſus, neither circumciſion availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature ©, But be ye doers of the word, 
not hearcrs only, decciving your own ſelvcs%. Not every one that fich 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven ©, Wheretore, it thy hand or foot of— 
fend thee, cut them off, and caſt them from thee ; it is better for thee to enter 
into lite halt or maimed, rather than having two hands and two feet, to be cait 
into everlaſting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and catt it from 
thee; it is better for thee to enter into lite with one eye, rather than having 
two cycs, to be caſt into hell-fire r. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatſocver I 
command yous. For circumciſion verily profiteth, if thou keep the law; but 
it thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumciſion is made uncircumciſion: For 
he is not a Jew which is one outwardly, neither is that circumciſion which is 
outward in the fleſh ; but he is a Jew which is one inwardly, and circum-ilion 
> that of the heart in the Spirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of 
men, but of Godb, Circumciſion is nothing, and uncireumciſion is nothing, 
but the keeping of the commandments-of God i, For as the body without the 


: ſpirit 
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ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works is dead alſo *, Be not deceived, Gog : 15 
not mocked, for whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he allo reap ; foe he that 
ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption ; but he that fowet!; tg 
the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting |, Know ye not, that the UN. 
righteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God, Be not deceived; neither Or: 
nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor MArunkards 
nor revilers, nor cxtortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of Guy =, 


SECT. 7. As our nature is ſandified aud rencved by the Holy Spirit, ſ 
luis gracious aid may well be expected in the path of owr chrifiigu ſervice, 
Bruorp the days come, faith the Lord, that I will make a new cover 

with the houſe of Iſracl, and the houſe of Judah: I will put my law in (hc 

inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they 
ſnall be my people *. For their ſakes I ſanctify myſeli, that they alſo might be 
fandaified through the truth. Sanctity them through thy truth, thy word is trath), 

The law ot the Spirit of lite in Chritt Jeſus hath made me free trom che law of 

fin and death ©. And you hath he quickned, who were dead in treſpulles and 

ſins d. If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old things arc paſt away, 
behold all things are become new ©, For we are his workmanſhip, createl in 

Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, Which God hath before-ordaincd that we foul 

walk in them f. Sanctiked by God the Father, and preſerved in Chriſt *. Abe 

in me, and I in you; as the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it «bid 
in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 1 am the vine, ye ue the 
branches. He that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth mich 
fruit; for withoat me ye can do nothing“. Nevertheleſs, I tell you the trith, 
it is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter wi! 
not come unto you; but if I depart, I will ſend him unto you i, Ye are ot G6, 
little children, and have overcome them; becauſe greater is he that is in v0, 
than he that is in the world *, Not that we are ſ{uſhcienr of ourſelves to think 
any thing as of ourfcives, but our fufficiency is of God". By the grace of God, 

] am what Jam; and his grace which was bettowed on me was not in Veil. Wi 

I labourcd more abrndantly than they all; yet not 1, but the grace ot "Ga 

which was with men. He ſaid unto me, My grace is ſulfcient for thee; for Bi 


ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs e. I can do all things through Ci: 
{treng ns 
* James ii. 26. | Gal. vi. 7, 8. m 1 Cor. vi: 9, 10. 
C7, fer xxx, 31, 33. b John xvii. 19, 17. © Rom. viii. 2. 4 Ep'. ii. 1. 
6 2 Cor. v. .. f Eph. ii. 10. b Jude 1. b John *. 4 : 
i Jolin &v1. 7. * John iv 4. - 1 2 Cor. iii. 5. 1 Cor. u. 1% 


v 2 Cor, xii 9. 


{trengthning mes. Haſt thou not known, IIaſt thou not heard, that the ever- 
laſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the carth, fiinteth not, nei— 
| ther is weary ? There is no ſearching of his underſtanding. He piveth power to 
| the faint, and to them that have no might he increaſeth ſtrength. Even the 
on” youths ſhall faint and be weary, and the young men ſhall utterly fall : But they 
Eat wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength ; they ſhall mount up with 

| wings as cagles 3 they ſhall run, and not be weary ; they ſhall walk, and not 
(inte, I will go in the ſtrength of the Lord God; I will make mention of thy 
niohteouſneſs, even of thine only 1. Fear not thou, for I am with thee ; be not 
diſmaid, for I am thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea! 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteouſneſs *, My foul followeth 
hard after thee 3 thy right hand upholdeth me . Thou ſhalt guide me with thy 
counſel, and afterward receive me to plory'. Aſk, and it ſhall be given you; 
(ck, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you: For every one 
chat aſketh, receiveth ; and he that ſeeketh, findeth ; and to him that knock- 
oth, it ſhall be opened. It a {on aſk bread of any of you that is a father, Will 
” he vive him a ſtone? or, if he aſk a fiſh, Will he for a fiſh give him a ſerpent *? 
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, How 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk 
him“? Sceing then that we have a great High Prieſt, that is paſſed into the 
cavens, Jelus the Son of God, Jet us come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
hat we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need“. 


5 cr. 8. A perfect example of all holineſs and righteouſueſs is exibited to 
us in the life of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


Let this mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus *, who was holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated from ſinners d. Wherefore, boly brethren, par- 
takers of the heavenly calling, conſider the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our pro- 
fellion, Chriſt Jeſus, who was faithful to him that appointed him ©, Chriſt ſuf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example that ye ſhould follow his ſteps : Who did 
no ſin 3 neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, re- 
viled not again; when he ſuffered, he threatned not; but committed himſelf to 
him that judgeth righteouſly 4, Tho? he were a Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he ſuffered ; and being made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal ſalvation unto all that obey him. 
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A a a I came 
* Philip. iv. 13. ' „ Ifa. xl. 28, —31. * Pal. Ixxi. 16. r Iſa. xli. 10. 
C Pfal. Ixiii. 8. © Pſal. Ixxiii. 24. u Luke xi. 9, 10, Il, Luke i. 13. 
Heb. iv. 14, 16. 
8 8. & Phil'p, ii. 5. b Heb. vii. 46. c Heb, ili. I, 2. d 1 Pet. It, 21, —23 . 
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I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that 
ſent met. My meat is to do the will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh his work «, 
I mnit work the work of him that ſent me while it is day “. I delight to do th 
will, O my God; yea thy law is within my heart i, O my Father, if this cup 
may not paſs away, except I drink it, thy will be done ©, Now is my ſoul troy. 
bled ; and what ſhall I fay ? Father, fave me from this hour; but for th 
cauſe came I unto this hour: Father, glorify thy name. I have glorified thee 
on the earth ; I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveſt me to do v. Ay 
when he had ſent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart 1 
pray *. And Jeſus went forth, and ſaw a great multitude, and was moved with 
compaſſion towards them; and he healed their ſick e. Now when he cane 
nigh to the gate of the city, behold there was a dead man carried out, the only 
fon of his mother; and ſhe was a widow, and much people of the city was wit} 
her. And when the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion on her, and ſaid unto her, 
Weep not?. When Mary was come where Jeſus was, and ſaw him, ſhe fel 
down at his feet. When Jeſus therefore ſaw her weeping, and the Jews a0 
weeping which eame with her, he groancd in the ſpirit, and was troubled, and 
faid, Where have ye laid him? They fay unto him, Lord, Come and {, 
Jeſus wept. Then faid the Jews, Behold how he loved him 2. And when he 
was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadi 
known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things that belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes". O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou 
that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, How often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chick 
ens under her wings? and ye would not. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart. The officer which ſtood by 
ſtruck Jeſus with the palm of his hand, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou the high prief 
fo? Jeſus anſwered, If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil; but if wc, 
Why ſmiteſt thou me ®? And there followed him a great company of people, 
and of women, which alſo bewailed and lamented him: But Jeſus turning unto 
them, ſaid, Daughters of Jeruſalem, Weep not for me; but weep for your- 
ſelves, and for your children, And when they were come to the place which | 
called Calvary, there they crucified him. Then ſaid Jeſus, Father, foryis: 
them; they know not what they do“. | 

Such an High Prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparated fron 
ſinners, and made higher than the heavens? ; the holy One and the juſt *, Wi 


wel: 
f John vi. 38. 1 John iv. 34. b John the. 4. 1 Pſal. xl. 8. 
k Matth. xxvi. 42. John xii. 27, 28. * John xvii. 4. » Matth. xiv. 23 
„ Matth. xiv. 14. r Luke vii. ta, 13, John xi. 32, —36. 7 Luke xix. 41, 42. 


t Matth. xxill- 37. t Matth. xi. 29. » John xvili, 22, 23. x Luke xxiii, 27, 287 350 0 
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went about doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed . He that ſaith he 
bideth in him, ought himſelf alſo fo to walk, even as he walked>, put on, 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſe, 
humbleneſs of mind, mecknels, long-ſuffering, forbearing one another, and foręi— 
ving one another, even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do yes. And be ye kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, torgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt's 
ſake hath forgiven you ©, Be ye therctore tollowers of God as dear children, 
and walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved us and hath given himſelf for us, an 
offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling ſavour e. 


g Ee r. 9. Our obedience muſt be cordial, con/tant, and Vrogreſlive. 


Tux Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do theſe ſtatutes and judgments : 
Thoa ſhalt therefore keep and do them, with all thine heart, and with all thy 
(6ul% You ſhall diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and 
is reſtimonies and his ſtatutes, which he hath commanded thee d. The path of 
the juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
Now being made free from fin, and become ſervants to God, ye have your fruit 
unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting life 3. For none of us liveth to himſclf, 
and no man dieth to himſelf; for whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord ; whether we live therefore or die, we 
are the Lord's. For to this end Chriſt both died and roſe, and revived, that is 
might be the Lord both of the dead and living * We beſeech you, brethren, 
and exhort you by the Lord Jeſus, that as ye have received of us, how you 
ought to walk and to pleaſe God, ſo you would abound more and more f, Bre- 
thren, I count not myſelf to have apprehended, but this one thing I do, forget- 
ting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things which 


are betore, I preſs toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus?, 5 


SECT, 10. Various exhortations and incitements to purity, righiteouſueſs, 
and holineſs. 


KEEP thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the iſſues of life :. Thoſe 
tings which proceed out of the mouth, come forth from the heart, and they 


Aaa 2 | defile 
Acts x. 38. b x1 John ii. 6, e Col. ili. 12, 13. 4 Eph. iv. 32. 
* Eph. v. 1, 2. 
8 9, e Deut. xxvi. 16. b Deut. vi. 17. Prov. iv 18. > Rom, vi. 22. 
1 Rom xiv. Ty 8, 9, f 1 Theſl. iv. I, c Phil, ili. 137 14. 


5 19, Prov. iv, 23. 
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defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteric:, 
eee thefts, talſe witneſs, blaſphemies; theſe are the things which dec 
a man *, Put oft the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful luſte, 
and bes renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, and put on the new man, which at. 
ter the image of God, is created in rightcoufnels and true holineſs . And b 
not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of you 
minds, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will; 
God“. Alſo, put off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, filthy commy. 
nication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, ſceing ye have put of th; 
old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him *®. But put ye on the Lox 
Jetus Chriſt, and make not proviſion for the fleſh to fuliil the luſts thereof: 
And beſides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, patience; and 
to patience, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to brother 
kindnels, charity. For if theſe things be in you, and abound, they make yea 
that you ſhall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt s. Finally, brethren, , whatſoever things are true, whatſoever thing 
are honeſt, whatſocver things are juſt, whativever things are pure, whatſoerc: 
things are lovely, whatſoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things*. Only, let your converſation 
| be as it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt *. Let love be without diſſimulation. 
Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good. Not ſlothful in buſineß, 
fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord k. Being filled with the fruits of righteouſnels, 
which are by Chriſt Teſus, unto the glory and praiſe of God. That ye may 
be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, in the midſt of: 
crooked and perverſe nation, among whom ye ſhine as lights iu the world ©; 
that ye may adorn the doctrine of God our ſaviour in all things; having your 
converſation honeſt among the Gentiles; that whereas they ſpeak againſt you 's 
evil doers, they may by your good works, which they ſhall behold, glority Gul 
in the day of viſitation*. Follow peace with all men, and holineſs, withov: 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord®, Therefore, my beloved brethren, be Je 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the wotk of the Lord, for as much 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord à. Finally, brethre!, 
farcwel, be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the 
God of love and peace ſhall be with you". 


SECT 
b Matth. XV. 18, I9, 20. c Eph. iv. 22 235 24. d Rom. xii. 2. e Col. il, 8. 97 10. 
Rom. xiii. 14. 2 Pet. i. 5,—8. „ Phil. iv, 8. i Phil. i. 27. 
* Rom. xi. 9, 11. 1 Phil. i. 11. m Phil. ii. 15. » Titus it. 10. 


CHAP, V. Of OB EER DIEN C E, &'c. 37 


Sz cT. 11. The prayers and praiſes of the ſaints relative to this ſulijecd. 


Ten me thy way, O Lord, I will walk in thy truth; unite my heart to 
fear thy name“. Shew me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me, for 
thou art the God of my ſalvation 3 on thee do I wait all the day d. I will lift 


mine eyes unto the hills from whence cometh my help. My help cometh tron 


the Lord who made heaven and earth: He will not ſuſſer thy toot to be moved; 
ne that keepeth thee will not flumber ©, Who ſhall aſcend into the hill of God, 
or who ſhall ſtand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart, 
who hath not lifted up his foul unto vanity, nor ſworn deccitfully, he fhall re- 
ceive the bleſſing from the Lord, and riphtcouſneſs from the God of his ſalva- 
tio24, Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right ſpirit within me ©. 
o can underſtand his errors? cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults, Keep back 
thy ſervant allo from preſumptuous fins, let them not have dominion over me, 
then all I be upright, and J ſhall be innocent from the great tranſgreſſion t. 0 
that my ways were directed to Keep thy ttatutes ; then ill I not be aſhamed 
when l have reſpect unto all thy commandments; I will praiſe thee with upright- 
nels of heart, when I have learned thy righteous judgments; I will keep thy 
ſtatutes; O forſake me not utterly . I eſteem all thy precepts, concerning all 
things, to be right. Let thine hand help me, for I have choſen thy precepts. 1 


have longed for thy ſalvation, O Lord, and thy law is my delight. Lord God 


of Ifracl, there is no God like thee in the heaven above, or in the earth beneath, 
who keepeſt covenant and mercy with thy ſervants, that walk before thee with 
their heart.. Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth and worketh rightcouſneſs, 
thoſe that remember thee in thy ways *. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whoſe mind is ſtaid on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee. Truſt ye in the Lord 
tor ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength i. Teach me to do 
thy will, tor thou art my God; thy ſpirit is good, lead me into the land of up- 
rightneſs *. | | 

For this cauſe alſo we thank God, without ceaſing ; becauſe, when ye recei— 
ved the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of 
men, but as it is in truth the word of God, which effectually workcth allo in you 
that believe . We are bound to give thanks alway to God for. you, brethren, 
beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalva- 
tion, through ſanctification of the ſpirit, and belief of the truthꝰ. And the Lord 


make 

$ 11, * Pfal, IzXXvi. Its b Pſal. xxv. 4, 5. ePſal. cxxi. 1, 2, 3. 4 Pal. xxiv. 3.—5. 
© Pſal. li 10. f Pſal. xix. 12, 13. s Pſal. cxix. 5,8. b Plal.cxix. 128, 173,174. 

| Kings viti. 23. Ila. fxiv. 5. Ila. avi. 3; 4. e 
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defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
e theits, talſe witneſs, blaſphemies; theſe are the things which defi 
a man *, Put oft the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitfy] luits, 
and be'2 renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, and put on the new man, which g. 
ter the image of God, is created in rightcouſneſs and true holineſs e. And i 
not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect u. ill of 
God“. Alſo, put off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, filthy comme. 
nication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, ſceing ye have put of :}; 
old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him ©. But put ye on the Lot, 
Jeſus Chriſt, and make not proviſion for the fleſh to fulil the luſts thereof: 
And beſides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, patience; and 
to patience, gedlinels; and to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs; and to brother 
kindneſs, charity. For if theſe things be in you, and abound, they make ya 
that you {hall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt s. Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are true, whatſoever thing, 
are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whativever things are pure, whatſocic: 
things are lovely, whatfoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praiſe, think on theſe things*. Only, let your converſation 
be as it becometh the goſpel of Chritt*. Let love be without diſſimulation, 
Abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good. Not ſlothful in bufines, 
fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord ©, Being filled with the fruits of righteouſnek, 
which are by Chriſt Jeſus, unto the glory and praiſe of God '. That ye my 
be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, in the midit of : 
crooked and perverſe nation, among whom ye ſhine as lights iu the world ©; 
that ye may adorn the doctrine of God our ſaviour in all things a; having your 
converſation honeſt among the Gentiles; that whereas they ſpeak againſt you 33 
evil doers, they may by your good works, which they ſhall behold, glority G0 
in the day of viſitation*. Follow peace with all men, and holineſs, withou: 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ge 
{tedfait, unmoveable, always abounding in the wotk of the Lord, for as much 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord 4. Finally, brethie! 
farewel, be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace, and th: 
God of love and peace ſhall be with you". 


S ECT. 
„ Matth. XV. 18, I'9, 20. 6 Eph. iv. 22, 23, 24. 4 Rom. xii. 2. 'e Col. 111. 8, 9 10, 
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Srcr. 11. The prayers and praiſes of the ſaints relative to this ſubject. 


Ten me thy way, O Lord, I will walk in thy truth; unite my heart to 
fear thy name*. She me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me, tor 
thou art the God of my ſalvation 3 on thee do I wait all the day >, I will lift 
mine cyes unto the lills from whence cometh my help. My help comcth from 
the Lord who made heaven and earth: He will not ſuffer thy foot to be moved; 
ne that keepeth thee will not flumber ©, Who ſhall aſcend into the hill of God, 
or who ſhall ſtand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart, 
who hath not lifted up his foul unto vanity, nor ſworn deccitfully, he ſhall re— 
ceive the bleſſing from the Lord, and righteouſneſs from the God of his falva— 
tion. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right ſpirit within me ©, 
wo can underſtand his errors? cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults, Keep back 
thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous fins, let them not have dominion over me, 
then hall I be upright, and I ſhall be innocent from the great tranſgreſſion t. 0 
that my ways were directed to Keep thy ſtatutes; then mul I not be aſhamed 
when [have reſpect unto all thy commandments; I will praife thee with upright— 
neſs of heart, when I have learned thy righteous judgments; I will keep thy 
ſtatutes; O forſake me not utterly s. I eſteem all thy precepts, concerning all 
things, to be right. Let thine hand help me, for I have choſen thy precepts, I 
have longed for thy ſalvation, O Lord, and thy law is my delight >, Lord God 
of Ifracl, there is no God like thee in the heaven above, or in the earth beneath, 
«ho keepeſt covenant and mercy with thy ſervants, that walk before thee with 
ll their heart.. Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth and worketh rightcouſneſs, 
thoſe that remember thee in thy ways. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whoſe mind is ſtaid on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee, Truſt ye in the Lord 
tor ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength 1, Teach me to do 
thy will, for thou art my God; thy ſpirit is good, lead me into the land of up- 
rightneſs®, 

For this cauſe alſo we thank God, without ceaſing ; becauſe, when ye recei- 
ved the word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of 
men, but as it is in truth the word of God, which effectually workcth alſo in you 
that believe s. We are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren, 
beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalva- 
tion, through ſanctification of the ſpirit, and belief of the truthꝰ. And the Lord 


make 

$ 11, * Pfal. Ixxxvi. rr, b Pal. xxv. 4, 5. ePſal. cxxi. 1, 2, 3. 4 Pfal. xxiv. 3.—5. 
© Pal. li 10. f Pſal. xix. 12, 13. e Pſal. cxix. 5,-- 8, b Plal.cxix. 128, 173,174. 

| Kings vill. 23. Ila. xiv. 5. Ila. xi. 3 4+ * Plal, i. 10 


* 1 Thell, ii. 13. * 2 Theſl, ii. 13. 
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make you to increaſe and abound in love one towards another, and towards g 
men, even as we do towards you! To the end, that he may eſtabliſ your beat 
unblameable in holineſs before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, with all his ſaints v. That ye may walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all well plcafing, being fruitful in every good work, and increaſing in the know. 
ledge of God, ſtrengthned with all might according to his glorious power, unty 
all patience and long-ſuffering, with joyfulneſs, giving thanks unto the Father 
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in "iy 
who hath delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us w the 
kingdom of his dear ſon a. Now the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God, even 
our Father, which hath loved us, and given us everlaiting conſolation and 00d 
hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good 1000 
and work ©. I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, to be ſtrengthned with might by his Spirit 
in the inner- man f. Now, the God of peace, that brought again from the dead 
our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great thepherd of the ſheep, through the blood of 
the everlaiting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his wall, 
working in you that which is well-picafing in his ſight, through Chriſt Jeſus to 
whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen *, The God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, make you perfect, {tabliſh, 
ſtrengthen, and ſettle you”. And the very God of peace ſanctify you wholly, 
and 1 pray God, your whole ſpirit, and foul, and body be preſerved blamelc{; 
unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chritt*. Now, unto him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory, 
with excecding joy; to the only wiſe God, our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, 
donunion and power, both now and ever. Amen“. 


CHAP, 


1 1 Thell. iii. 12, 13. 4 Coloſ. i. 10, 13. * 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 1. f Eph, iii, 1416 
© Heb, ill, 20, 21. u x Pet. v. 10. * 1 Theil. v. 23. 7 Jude 24, 23. 


FF 


of the Wo Rs n i? of Gop; or, of theſe ſulemn Act in which 
we call upon the name of the L OR D. 


I. 


A general view of worſhip as due to our Cod, and Saviour, and to none elſe. 


Sec r. 1. The infinite excellencies of the living God, call for the devout worſhip 
of all his reaſonable creatures. 2. To worſhip any other, is both abſurd and im- 
pious. 3. Iſrael, as the peculiar people of God, were bound to worſhip him 
in the manner he had enjoined. 4. During that diſpenſation, the Lord let 
them know, that the time would come when he ſhould be adored by all na- 

tions. 5. By the goſpel, our Lord Jeſus is revealed as a proper object of our 
devout worſhip and adoration. 6. It 1s by him, as our mediator and interceſ- 
ſor, that we are allowed to draw near unto God. 7. The ſervants of God 
have always eſteemed acceſs to him as their greateſt honour, and higheſt pri- 
vilege. 


St CT. 1. The infinite excellencies of the living God, call for the devout 


wor ſhip of all his reaſonable creatures. 


HE Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. In his hand are 

the deep places of the earth; the {ſtrength of the hills is his. The ſea 

is his, and he made it; and his hand formed the dry land. O come and let us 
worſhip and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker: For he is 
our God, and we are the people of his paſture, and the ſheep of his hand *. Ex- 
alt ye the Lord our God, and worſhip at his footitool ; for he is holy >. Give 
nato the Lord, ye kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord glory and ſtrength. 
Give unto the Lord the glory that is due unto his name. Bring an offering, and 
come before him; worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs :. Fear God, and 
give glory to him, and worſhip him that made heaven and earth, the ſea, and the 
lountains of waters 4. Bleſs ye God in the congregation, even the Lord from 


the 
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the fountain of Iſracle. Aſeribe ye ſtrength unto God; his excellency 3 
Iiracl, and his ſtrength is in the cloudsf, Ye that fear the Lord, praiſe az 
all ye feed of Jacob gloriſy him; and ſear him all ye ſeed of Iſracle 10 
hath not deſpiſed the aiſliction of the afflicted ; neither hath hid his fach Pim 
him, but when he cricd unto him, he heard", They ſhall praiſe the 1 Hy 
lex Fim; your hearts ſhall hve for ever. All the ends of the world ſhall 
member, and turn unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations 44 
He before thec; ſor the Kingdom is the Lord's, and he is the governor _ 
the nations. All they that be fat upon carth, ſhall eat and Worſhip ; all they 
chat go down to the dult, ſhall bow before him. Worſhip him all ye gods b 


SECT. 2. To woſbip any other, is both abſurd and i mpious, 


Trov ſhalt have no other gods before me. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeneſs of any thing that is in heaven above, or thi: 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth, Thou ſkit 
not bow down thyſelt to them, nor ſerve them. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only fhalt thou ferve®, Ye have ſeen that I have talked with 
you from heaven ©. I have not ſpoken in ſecret, in a dark place of the ear 
bid not unto the ſeed of Jacob, Seck ye me in vain. They have no knew 
edge that ſet up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a God that can— 
not ſaves, They that make a graven image, are all of them vanity, and ther 
del. able things ſhall not profit; and they are their own witneſſes, they ſee not 
nor Know; that they may be aſhamed. Who hath formed a god, or molten 
a graven image that is profitable for nothing ©? They have not known, nor un- 
duritood ; and none conſidereth in his heart, neither is thcit knowledge nor un. 
derſtanding to fay, I have burnt part of it in the fire, yea alſo I have baked 
bread upon the coals thereot ; I have roaſted fleth and eaten it, and ſhall I make 
the 1efidue thereof an abomnination ? Shall I fall down to the ſtock of a tree. 

And now Iſrael, What doth the Lord thy God require of thec, but to fear the 
Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to love him, and to ſerve the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy fouls, Hear therefore, O Iſrael, and 
ob'erve to do it, that it may be well with thee b, Ye ſhall not fear other god, 
nor bow yourſelves to them, nor ſerve them, nor ſacrifice to them; but the Lord 


Who 
© Pſal. Ixviii 26. t Pſal. Ixviii. 34. & Pſal. xxli. 23. b Pſal, xxii. 24 
| Plal xi. 26.29. * Plal. xcvii. 5. 
$ 2. * Exod xx 3, 4. 5 d Muth. tv. 10. e Exod. xx. 22. 4 Iſa. xv. 19, 20. 
| e Ila. xiiv. y, '9. f Ila. XIV. 18. 19. s Deut. x. 12. Deut. I. 3. 


* Sce IIa. xli. 6, 7. and Iſa. xliv. 11,17 
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ho brought you up out of the land of Egypt, with great power and a ſtretched 
out arm, him ſhall ye fear, and him ſhall ye worſhip, and to him {hall ye do fa- 
-rifice*. Ye ſhall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are 
round about you:; leſt the anger of the Lord thy Sod be kindled againſt thee, 
and deſtroy thee from off the face of the carth *. Take heed to thyſelf that thou 
be not ſnared by following them; and that tltou inquire not after their gods, 
ſaying, How did theſe nations ſerve their gods? even fo will I do 'ikewiſe, 
Thou ſhalt not do fo to the Lord thy God. Ye ſhall utterly deſtroy all the 
places wherein the nations which ye ſhall poſſeſs, ſerved their gods, upon the 
high mountains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree. And you ſhall 
overthrow their altars, and break their pillars, and burn their groves with fire, 
and you ſhall hew down the graven images of their gods, and deſtroy the names 
or them out of that place”. : 

Paul ſtood in the midſt of Mars-hill, and faid, Ye men of Athens, I perceive, 
that in all things ye are too ſuperſtitions, For as I paſſed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar with this inſcription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare I unto you, God that 
made the world, and all things therein, ſecing that he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwclleth not in temples made with hands; neither is, worhipped with 
men's hands, as though he needed any thing, ſecing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things 2. For in him we live, and move, and have our being; 
25 certain alſo of your own poets have ſaid, For we are alſo his offspring. For- 
aſmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the God- 
head is like unto gold, or filver, or {tone graven by art and man's device e. For 
le inviſible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly fecn, being 
underſtood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead ; 
{0 that they are without excuſe ; becauſe that when they knew God, they plo- 
ed him not as God, neither were thankful ; bur became vain in their imagi— 
14tions, and their fooliſh heart was darkned. Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they 
became tools 5 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beaſts, and creeping 
things v. Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worſhipped, and ſerved 
the creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever 1. For this cauſe, 
God gave them up unto vile affections © ; and even as they did not like to re- 
in God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind «, 


B b b SECr. 


2 Kings xvii. 35, 36. k Deut. vi. 14, 15: Deut. xii. 30, 31. Deut. xi. 2, 2, 
Acts xvii. 22,925, „ Acts xvii. 28, 29. 7 Rom. i. 20, — 23. Rom. i. 25. 
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SE CT. 3. Iſrael as the peculiar people of God, were bound to worſhip hin 
in the manner he had enjoined. 


Trvs ſaith the Lord unto the houſe of Iſrael, Seek ye me, and ye ſhall live 
But ſcek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and paſs not to Beerſheba * *, Seek 
him that maketh the ſeven ſtars, and Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of death in. 
to the morning, and maketh the day dark with night; that ealleth for the uu. 
ters of the fea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth, the Lord i; 3 
name v. I love them that love me, and thoſe that ſcek me early, ſhall find me « 
And in all places where I record my name, I will come unto thee, and I will bleſs 
thee 9. 

Now be ye not ſtifſ-necked as your fathers were, but yield yourſclyes uns 
the Lord, and enter into his ſanctuary which he hath ſanctified for ever e. Unta 
the place which the Lord your God ſhall chooſe to put his name there, even un. 
to his habitation ſhall ye ſeek, and thither thou ſhalt come; and thither ye ſhall 
bring your burnt-offerings, and your ſacrifices, and your tithes, and heave-of- 
ferings of your hand, and your vows, and your free-will-offerings, and the firſt. 
lings of your herds, and of your flocks ; and there ye ſhall eat before the Lord 
your God, and ye ſhall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto f, For what 
nation is there ſo great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God 
is in all things that we call upon him for s. When we cried unto the Lord God 
of our fathers, the Lord heard our voice, and looked on our affliction ; and the 
Lord brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, and with an outſtretch- 
ed arm *, 


SECT. 4. During that diſpenſation, the Lord let them know, that the tine 
would come when he ſhould be adored by all nations, 


IT ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe, 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed on the top of the mountains, and ſhall be cxalted above the 
hills; and all nations ſhall flow unto it. And many people ſhall go and ſay, 


Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God 
| of 


$t, Amos v. 4, 5. b Amos v. 8. © Prov. viii. 17. 4 Exod. xx. 24. 
2 Chron, xxx. 8. f Deut. xii. 5, 6, 7. * Deut iv. 7. b Deut- xi. 7, 5. 


® « Theſe were places made infamous by the idolatries of the ten tribes.” 
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of Jacob, and he will teach us of his wegs, and we will, walk in his paths *, 
And in that time, ſaith the Lord, the children ol Iſrael ſhall come, they, and the 
ildren of Judah together, going and weeping ; they ſhall go and ſcek the Lord 
their God. They ſhall aſk the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, ſay- 
ina, Come, and let us join ourſelves unto the Lord in a perpetual covenant that 
4 not be forgottend. The watchmen on the mount Ephraim {hall cry, A- 
rile ye, and let us go up to Zion, unto the Lord our God ©. They thall come 
with weeping, and with ſupplications will 1 Jead them“. Therefore they thall 
cone and ſing in the height of Zion, and ſhall flow together to the goodneſs of 


the Lord ©. ; 
Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and 


there is none elſe, I have ſworn by myſelf, the word is gone out of my mouth 
in rizhreouſneſs, and ſhall not return, that unto me every knee ſhall bow, every 
tongue hall ſwear f. For from the riſing of the ſun even unto the going down 
of the ſame, my name ſhall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place 
incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering; for my name ſhall 
be great among the heathen, ſaith the Lord of hoits*. One ſhall ſay, I am the 
Lor's; and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord ; and firname 
hi:aſelf by the name of Iſrael “. Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have I righte- 
ouſneſs and ſtrength ; even to him ſhall men come, and all that are incenſed a- 
gainſt him, ſhall be aſhamed *. And it ſhall come to paſs, that from one new 
moon to another, and trom one Sabbath to another, ſhall all fleſh come to wor- 
ſhip before me, ſaith the Lord ©. And it ſhall come to pals, that before they call, 
| will anſwer ; and while they are yet ſpeaking, I will hear', Then ſhall ye 
call upon me, and ye fhall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you, 
And ye ſhall ſeek me, and find me, when ye ſhall ſcarch for me with all your 


heart ; and L will be found of you, faith the Lord u. 


StCT. 5. By the goſpel, our Lord Feſus is revealed as a proper object of 
our devout worſhip and adoration. 


Tax Father loveth the Son, and ſheweth him all things that himſelf doth ; 
ior as the Father raiſeth up the dead, and quickneth them; even ſo the Son 
quickneth whom he will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son ; that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honourcth not the Father 


B b b 2 which 


{4% Iſa iis, 3. b Jer. I. 4, 5. e Jer. xxxi. 6, Jer. xxxi. 9. 
Jer. xxxi. 12. f Ila. xlv. 22, 23. 2 Mal. i. 11. d Iſa. xliv. 5. 
Ila. xlv. 24. * Ia, Ixvi. 23. 1 Iſa, Ixv. 24 m Jer, xxix. 12, 13, 14. 
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which hath ſent him *. For as the Father hath life in himſelf, fo hath he vive 
to the Son to have life in himſelf; and hath given him authority to Wee 
judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of man », All power is given unto * 
heaven, and in carth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching then 
to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you; and lo I am with vi 
al way, even unto the end of the world. Verily I fay unto you, whatſucyer 
ye ſhall aſk in my name, that will I do; that the Father may be gloriticd in the 
Son 9, 

God who at ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpake in times pat unto 
the fathers by the prophets, hath in thele laſt days, ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom alſo he made the worlds! 
who being the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, . 
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himſelf purged 
our ſins, fat down on the right hand of the Majeſty on high *©; being made ſo much 
better than the angels, as by inheritance he hath obtained a more excellent name 
than they, For when he bringeth in the firſt begotten into the world, he {aith, 
An&let all the angels of God worſhip him. And ofthe angels he faith, Who makech 
his angels ſpirits, and his miniſters a flame of fire. Butunto the Son, he faith, I. hy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a ſcepter of righteouſneſs, is the ſceptet 
of thy kingdom f. For in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily; 
and ye are compleat in him, who is the head of all principality and powers; who 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God ; but 
made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and 
was made in the likeneſs of men ; and being found in faſhion as a man, he hum- 
bled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs; 
wherefore God alſo hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name; far above all principality and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but alſo in that which is 
to come. And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church“; that at the name of Jeſus, every knce ſhould 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; nd 
that every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jefus Chriſt is Lord to the glory of God 


the Father * *. 


I John 
$ 5. John v. 20,—23. vb Jolm v. 26, 27. e Matth. xxviii. 18, 19, 20, 4 John xiv. 12,13; 
6 Heb. i. 1 2 2 f Heb. i. 4,—8. e Col. 11. 9, 10. b Phil, ii. 6, =9- 


3 Eph. i. 21, 22. * Phil. 11, 10, 11. 


, Every text that aſſerts the divinity of our Lord Jeſus, is a proof that he is a 
© proper object of worſhip. In this ſection are quoted, thoſe texts which are more ge. 
«« neral, and comprehenſive of hisdivine excellency, and mediatorial glory.“ See part Ul. 
art. 2. chap. I. © Of the Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.““ 
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1 John was in the Spirit on the Lord's day'. And I beheld, and lo, in the 
migit of the throne, and of the four beaſts, and in the midſt of the elders, ſtood 
und, as it had been ſlain ®. And the four beaſts, and four and twenty elders, 
fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vis 
gl of odours, which are the prayers of ſaints, And they ſung a new ſong, ſay- 
ing, Thou art worthy ; for thou walt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation“; and hait 
made us unto our God, Kings and prieſts ; and we ſhall reign upon the earth, 
And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne, and 
hc beaſts, and the elders ; and the number of them was ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands ; ſaying with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and honour, and glory, and bleſſinge. And every creature which is in heaven, 
ind on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are 
in them, heard I ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power be unto 
him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever And 
the four beaſts ſaid, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down, and 
worſlüpped him that liveth for ever and ever , 
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SECT. 6. It is by him, as our Mediator and Interceſſor, that we are allows- 
ed to draw near unto God. 


— — oe — — 


JEsus ſaith unto Thomas, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
man cometh unto the Father but by me*. And him that cometh to me, I will 
in no ways caſt out d. Ye now have ſorrow ; but J will ſee you again, and your 
heart ſhall rejoice. And in that day ye ſhall aſk me nothing: Verily, verily, I 
fay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give it 
you, Hitherto have ye aſked nothing in my name ; aſk, and ye ſhall receive, that 
your joy may be full ©. At that day ye ſhall aſk in my name; and I ſay not unto 
you that I will pray the Father for you; for the Father himſelf loveth you, 
becauſe ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God a. 

Every high prieſt taken from among men, is ordained for men in things per- 
taiming to God, that he may offer both gifts and ſacrifices for fins . And no 
man caketh this honour unto himſelf, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron, 
Sa alſo, Chriſt glorified not himſelf, to be made an high prieſt; but he that ſaid 
unto him, Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten thee. As he faith alſo in 
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? Rev. v. 13, 14. | 
5 6. John xiv. 6, b John vi, 37. John xvi, 22, 23, 24. 4 John xvi, 26, 27. 
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another place, Ihou art a prieſt for ever after the order oj Melchiſcdeck t I. 
. 1 . 5% © 6 4 I; 
evident, that after the fimilitude of Melchizedeck, there ariſeth 


| | another 
prieſt; who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment by 
. . * . * ; K n i 
after the power of an cndlels lifes. For ſuch an high prieſt became 8 


who is holy, harmleſs, undetiled, ſeparated from ſinners, and made higher 
than the hcavens 3 who necdeth not daily, as thoſe high pricits, to off 
up ſacrifice firit for his own fins, and then for the peoples ; tor th. i: 
did once when he offered up himfelt*®. For Chriit being come, an nig 


u Pratt 

ot $5004 things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not y, a 
with hands, that is to lay, not of this building; neither by the biocd of . .. 
S8 


and calvcs, but by his own blood, he entered in once into the holy place, hat 
obtained eternal redemption for us', Wheretore he is able to ſave the to a 
uttermoſt, that come unto God by him, ſceing he ever liveth to make inter. 
ſion for them*, We have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chritt the gh 
tcous; and he is the propitiation tor our ſins';z in whom we have bolune!;, aud 
acceſs, with confidence by the faith of him *. 

: Secing then that we have a great higli prieſt, that is paſſed into the heavenz, g 
Jeſus the Son or God, who is {et on the right hand of the throne ot the ic 1 
in the heavens ©; and having boldneſs to enter into the holiett by the blow gf | 

' Teſus ; by a new and living way which he hath conſecrated for us througi the 
vail, that is to ſay, his Beſh? ; let us draw near with a true heart, in full au- 
rance of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and vur bo. 
dies waſhed with pure water g. Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace; 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need!“ 

Now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were far off, are made nigh by the 
blood of Chriſt. For through him we have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the 
Father. Now therefore, ye are no more ſtrangers and foreigners, but tellow-ci- 
tizens with the ſaints, and of the houſhold of God *. For ye are not come ito 
the nount which might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto black: 
nc! ind darkneſs, and tempeſt“. But ve are come unto mount Zion, and unt 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable con— 
pan » angels, to the general aſſembly and church of the firit-born, waich are 
wrir en in heaven, and to Gold the judge of all, and to Jeſus tne Mediator of 
the new covenant *; by whom we have accels by faith unto this grace wherein 
we land, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God). 
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ge r. 3. The ſervants of God have alrudys eſteemed acceſs to him as their 
higheſt honour, and greateſt privilege, 


Tov, even thou art Lord alone, thou haſt made heaven, the heaven of hea- 
rens, with all their hoſt, the earth, and all things that are therein, the ſcas and 
that is therein, and thou preſerveſt them all, and the hoſt of heaven worſhip- 
eth thee “. O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! 
who haſt ſer thy glory above the heavens>d, When conſider thy heavens, the 
ork of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained; what is 
wan that thou art mindful of him? and the ſon of man, that thou viſiteſt him“? 
But will God indeed dwell on the earth ? behold, the heaven, and heaven of 
heavcns cannot contain thee d. The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy fight ; thou 
hacelt all workers of iniquity ; but as for me I will come into thy houſe, in 
ue multitude of thy mercy ; and in thy fear will I worthip toward thy holy 
temple t. Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice; have mercy alſo upon 
me, and anſwer me. When thou ſaidſt, Seek ye my face; my heart ſaid unto 
ec, Thy face Lord will I ſeeks. O God, thou art my God, carly will I ſeck 
hee ; my foul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and thirſty 
land, where no water is“. My foul followeth hard after thee; thy right hand up- 
holdeth mei. For lo, they that are far from thee ſhall periſh ; thou haſt de- 
{royed all them that go a-whoring from thee. But it is good for me that I draw 
near to God ; I have put my truſt in the Lord God, that I may declare all thy 


works k. 


Bleſſed is the people that know the joyful ſound ; they ſhall walk, O Lord, in. 


the light of thy countenance, In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day; and in 
thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted'. They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied 
with the fatneſs of thy houſe ; and thou ſhalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleaſures a. Bleſſed is the man whom thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach 
anto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts. We ſhall be ſatisficd with the good- 
nels of thy houſe, even of thy holy temple ®, 


SECT. 
2 
$7, Neh. ix. 6. b Pfal. viii. 1. e Pſal. viii. 3, 4. « 1 Kings viii. 27, 
e Pal. v. 5. f Pal, v. 7. s Pfal. x vii. 7, 8. b Pſa]. Iziit. 1. 


| Pfal. Ixiii. 8. * Pſal. Ixxiii. 27, 28. 1 Plal. Ixxxix. 15, 16. u Plal. xxxvi. 8. 
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Part y. 


E 


Of the ſpecial AcTs of Woks HID required under the Gosp PI. 


ART. I. 


Of FR AY.E Ks 


SECT. 1. That God is the hearer of prayer. 2. He condeſcends to invite 
all ro call upon bim; and graciouſly aſſures them, that he will hear their 
prayers, when they rightly approach to him. 3. Our Lord's inſt ructions te 
Jating to this holy duty. 4. Promiſes of being heard, ſtated as motives to 
importunity and aſſiduity in prayer. 5. General exhortations of the apoſtle; 
to this duty. 6. The qualifications of an acceptable worſhipper, and of the 
prayers offered up by him, 7. We are to pray for others, and to pray in the 
ſpirit of diffuſive benevolence. 8. The purpoſe of the ſaints to call on God, 
their gratefu] acknowledgments of the benefits thereby obtained, and their 
ſupplications for his mercy and ſupport according to their circumſtances of 
need, Examples of Jacob, Hezekiah, Daniel, Cornelius, Oc. 


SECT. 1. That God is the hearer of prayer. 


Tuo that heareſt prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come *, He will regard 

the prayer of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their prayer b. For he hath 
looked down from the height of his ſanctuary; from heaven did the Lord be- 
hold the earth; to hear the groaning of the priſoner, to looſe thoſe that are 
appointed to death. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to al 
tl. call upon him in truth. He will fulfil the deſire of them that fear him; he 
w1'! 419 hear their cry, and will ſave them 9. The Lord is far from the wicked; 
but he heareth the prayer of the righteous ©, Seck ye the Lord, while he may 
be found ; call ye upon him, while he is near . For the eyes of the Lord are 


upon the righteous, and his cars are open unto their cry 3. He ſhall pray unto 
God, 


GC 1, =« Plal. Ixv. 2. b Pfal. cii. 17. * Pſal.-cii. 19, 20. 4 Pſal. cxlv. 18, 19. 
Prov. xv. 29. f Ia. Iv. 6. 8s Pſal. xxxiv. 15. 
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© 


God, and he will be favourable unto him, and he ſhall fee his face with joy . 


It thou return to the Almighty, thou ſhalt be built up i. For then ſhalt thou 
have thy delight in the Almighty, and ſhalt lift up thy face unto God. Thou 
alt n 
_— „ He will be very gracious unto thee, at the voice of thy cry; when he 
all hear it, he will anſwer thee 1, Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall an- 
{wer 5 0 » . 
4s 1 every thing, by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your re- 
queſts be made known unto God", Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh 


to you“. 


SF cr. 2. He condeſcends to invite all to call upon him ; and graciouſly ah 
fares them, that he will hear their prayers, when they rightly approach 
to him. 


Tut mighty God, even the Lord hath ſpoken, and called the earth from the 
ing of the ſun, unto the going down thereof *, Hear, O my people, and ! 
will ſpeak 3 I am God, even thy God *, Offer unto God thankſgiving, and 
day thy vows unto the Moſt High. And call upon me in the day of trouble; ! 
will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glority me ©. If I ſhut up heaven that there be 
no rain; or if I command the locuſt to devour the land; or if 1 ſend pettilence 
among my people; if my people ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, and ſeck 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
forcive their ſin, and heal their land. Mine eyes ſhall be open, and mine cars 
attent unto the prayer that is made 4, Then ſhall ye call upon me, and ye ſhall 
co and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye ſhall ſcek me, and 
find me, when ye ſhall ſearch for me with all your heart. And the inhabitants 
of one city ſhall go ro another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the 
Lord, and to ſeek the Lord of hoſts; I will go alſo, Yea many people and 
firong nations ſhall come to ſeek the Lord of hoſts, and to pray before the Lord, 
They ſhall call upon my name, and I will hear them; I will ſay, It is my peo— 
pic; and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is my God :. And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
vetore they call, I will anſwer 3 and whiles they are yet ſpeaking, I will hear“. 
Alto the ſons of the ſtranger, that join themſclves to the Lord, to ſerve him, 
and to love the name of the Lord; even them will I bring to my holy moun- 
tain, and make them joyful in my houſe of prayer, For mine houſe ſhall be 


(CC cc called 
b Job xxxiii 26. i Job xxil. 23. * Job xxii. 26, 27. 1 Ta. xxx. 19. 
Ha. Iviii, g. a Philip. iv. 6, James iv. 8. , 
j2 Pfal. I. 1. b Pſal. I. 7. e Pſal. I. 14, 15. d 2 Chron. vii. 13,—15. 


Jer. Xi, 12, 13. f Zech. viii. 21 22. 8&5 Ze cli. xili. 9. b Iſa. Ixv. 24. 


jake thy prayer unto him, and he ſhall hear thee 3 and thou ſhalt pay thy 


thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here lam *. Be careful for nothing; 
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Parry 


called an houſe of prayer for all people i. And 1 will pour upon the houſe g5 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and ſupplica. 
tion“. 


SECT. 3. Our Lord's inſtruttions relating to this holy duty, 


Any it came to paſs, that as Zeſts was praying in a certain place, whey |, 
ceaſed, one of his diſciples ſaid unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John a, 
taught his diſ-iples. And he ſaid unto them, When ye pray, ſay, Our Father 
which art in heaven, hallowcd be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done, as in heaven, fo in earth, Give us day by day our daily bread, And fer. 
give us our fins ; for we allo forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil“: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen b. - When thou prayeſt, they 
ſhalt not be as the hypocrites are: For they love to pray ſtanding in the 
ſynagogues, and in the corners of the ſtreets, that they may be ſeen of men. 
Verily, I ſay unto you, they have their reward. But thou, when thou prayett, 
enter into thy cloſet, and when thou hatt ſhut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in ſecret ; and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee open- 
ly. But when ye pray, uſe not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they 


think that they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking. Be not ye therefore 


like unto them; for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of betore 
ye alk him *. 


SECT. 4. Promiſes of being heard, ſtated as motives to importunity and 
aſſiduity in prayer. 


AN p he ſaid unto them, Which of you ſhall have a friend, and ſhall go un- 
to him at midnight, and ſay unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves ; for a fricnd 


of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have nothing to ſet before him; 
and he from within ſhall anſwer and ſay, Trouble me not; the door is now ſhut, 


and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rife and give thee. I lay unto 
you, Though he will not riſe and give him, becauſe he is his friend; yet, be- 
cauſe of his importunity, he will riſe, and give him as many as he needeth “. 
And he ſpake a parable unto them, to this end, that men ought always to Pray, 
and not to faint; ſaying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not 

neither 


i Tra. Ivi. 6, 7. k Zech. xii. 10. 
9 8 Luke xi. 1,4. b Matth, vi. 13. e Matth. vi. 553. 
$ 4. Luke xl, 5, —8. 
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neither regarded man. And there was a widow in that city, and ſhe came unto 
him, ſaying, Avenge me of mine adverſary. And he would not ſor a while; 
but afterwards he ſaid within himſelf, Though I fear not God, nor regard man, 
vet becauſe this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lett, by her continual 
coming, ſhe weary me. And the Lord ſaid, Hear what the unjuſt judge ſaith. 
And ſhall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, 
though he bear long with them I tell you that he will avenge them ſpeedily », 
And 1 ſay unto you, Alk, and it ſhall be given you; ſeck, and ye {hail find; 
knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. For every one that aſxeth, receiveth ; 
-n4 he that ſeeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it ſhall be opencd. 
1:4 ſon ſhall aſk bread of any of you that is a father, Will he give him a ſtone * 
or if he aſk a fiſh, Will he for a fiſh give him a ſerpent ? or if he aſk an egg, 
Win he offer him a ſcorpion ! If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gits unto your children, How much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the 
Joly Spirit to them that aſk him? Where two or three are gathered togethe: 
in my name, there am I in the midſt of them *. 


SECT. 5. General exhortations of the apoſtles to this duty. 


Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of 
turning *. I will therefore, that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and doubting >. If any of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk of God, 
mat giveth unto all men liberally, and upbraideth not *, But let him alk in 
fith, nothing wavering. For ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage again 


CEC to 
b Luke xviii. 1-8. © Luke xi. 9, —13. à Matth. xviii. 20. 
f 5. James i. 17. b 1 Tim. ii. 8. James 1. 5, 6. 


* © We have a ſtriking example of importunity in prayer, in the addreſs of the 
'* woman of Canaan to our blefled Lord. She” cried unto him, ſaying, Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; for my daughter is grievoully vexed with a 
devil. But he anſwered her not a word. And his diſciples came and beſought him, 
ſaving, Send her away; for ſhe crieth after us. But he anſwered and ſnid, I am not 
ſent, but unto the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſracl. Then came ſhe and worſhipped him, 
ing, Lord, help me. But he anſwered and ſaid, It is not meet to take the childrens 
bread, and to caſt it to dogs. And ſhe ſaith, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their maſter's table. Then Jeſus anſwered and faid unto her, 


O woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt. Matth. xv. 22,—28. 
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to N but ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abb, 
Father“? Likeways the Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities; tor we KNOW 1 
what we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itſelf maketh j INtercefic, 
for us with grounin''s which cannot be uttered e. And this is the contidcnc tha 
we have in him, that it we aſk any thing according to his will, ke he. areth; u; 
Ani if we know that he hear us, whiloever we aſk, we know that uwe. 

the petitions that we defired of himf, Pray without ceaſing 5, 


0 


9 ein 
prayer, and watch in the ſame wich bankſoiving * Building your{ye; up in 


your met Holy Frith, prying in the Holy Ghott, Keep yourſelves in the lose 
ot God, louxing for tlie mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal liſe . 


SECT. 6, The qualifications of an acceptable worſhipper, and of the 


| þray- 
ers offered up by him. 


Wiro {hail aſcend into the hill of the Lord? and who ſhall Rand in hi; holy 
place? Ie that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lift up his 
foul unto vanity, nor {.yorn deccitinlly. He ſhall receive the bleſſing from thc 
Lord, and righteouſneſs from the God of his ſalvation. This is the generativ 
that ſeck him, that ſeck thy face, O Jacob *. For the ſacrifice of the wick: 
is an abomination to the Lord; but the prayer of the upright. is his delight +, 
He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer ſhall be ar 
abomination s. This people draw near me with their mouth, and with their 
lips do honour me; but have removed their heart far from med. To what 
purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me, ſaith the Lord? When ye 
come to appear before me, Who hath required this at your hand, to tread my 
courts ? Bring no more vain oblations :. Incenſe is an abomination unto me : Thc 
new moons and ſabbaths, the calling of afſemblics, I cannot away with: It is 
iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting. Your new moons, and your appointed feaſts, 
my ſoul hatcth : They are a trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them, And 
when ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when 
ye make many prayers, I will not hear: Your hands are full of blood. Wah 
ye, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; 
ceaſe to do cvil; learn to do well; ſeck judgment, relieve the oppreſied, judge 
the fatherleſe, plcad for the A Py 6 

God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truthf. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that if we aſk any thing 


according 
à Rom. viii. 15. e Rom. viii. 26. f 1 Jobn v. 14, 15. t 1 Theſſ. v. 17. 
n Col. iv. 2. i Jude 20, 21. 
$.6, © Pſal. xxiv. 3,6, b Prov. xv. 8. Prov. xxiz. 9. 4 Iſa, XXix. 13. 


„Ia. i. 11-17. John iv. 24. 
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according to his will, he heareth us l. Let us lift up our hearts with our hands to 
God in the he 1VENs, We have tranſgreſſed, und have rebelled *. O Lord, righte- 
onſnels belongeth unto thee, but unto us confuſion of faces i. O my God, I 
am tamed, and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, my God: For our iniquities 
TY 1creaſed over our head, and our treſpats is grown up unto the heavens 
ice the days of our fathers have we been jn a great treſpaſs unto this day *. 
To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveneſſes, though we have re- 
bl againit him 1.—If thou Lord ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who ih:ll 
4.1.1" ?—God reſitteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble a. God 
be merc' alto me a {inner ?, 

O my God, incline thine car, and hear; for we do not preſent our ſupplica— 
tone be fore thee for our rightœouſneſſes, but for thy great mercies. O Lord hear, 
o Lord forgive, O Lord hearken, and do, and defer not, for thine own name's 
{.c, O my God? . O Lord, we have waited for thee ; the deſire of our foul 
is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. With my foul have I defircd 
thee in the night; yea, with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee carly T,—Thc 
efectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a man 
ſubject to like paſſions as we are; and he prayed carneſtly that it might not 
rain, and it rained not on the earth by the ſpace of three years and ſix months. 
And he prayed again, and the heaven pave rain, and the carth brought forth 
her fruit. Put on the whole armour of God, praying always, with all prayer 
and ſupplication in the ſpirit 3 and watching thereuato with all perfeverance . 
Continuing conſtant in prayer“. 

If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remembreſt that thy brother 
hath ought againſt thee 3 leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, 
firſt be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Our Fa- 
ther which art in heaven, forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. If 
ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will alſo forgive you; but 
it ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes; neither will your heavenly Father for- 
give you your treſpaſſes “. 

Jeſus ſaith, I am the way, and the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me . Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, Whatſoever ye ſhall 
ak the Father in my name, he will give it you?. If any man ſin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous*. For there is one God, 
and one mediator between God and man, the man Chriſt Jeſus s. It is Chriſt 


that 
£1 John v. 14. b Lam. iii. 4t, 42. Dan. ix. 7. & Era ix. 6, 7. 
Dan. ix. 9. m Pal. cxxx. 3. » James iv. 6. * Luke xviii. 13, 
? Dan, ix. 18, 19. Ia. xxvi 8, 9. r James v. 16, 17, 18. Eph. vi. 11, 18. 
Rom. xii. 12. v Matth. v. 23, 24. * Matth. vi. 9, 12, 14, 15. Y John xiv. 6. 


* John avi, 23. 2 1 John ii. 1. . Tim. il. 5, 
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th t is riſen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh Inter. 
cellion for uss. Wherefore he is able allo to fave them to the uttermoſt 
that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
thema. Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the 
blood of Jeſus, by a new and living way, which he hath conſecrated for us 
through the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh, and having an High Prieſt over the 
houlc of God, let us draw ncar with a true heart in full aſſurance of Faith, having 
our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, aud our bodies waſhed wit! pure 
water. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help us in time of needt. 


SN T. 7. We are to pray for others, and to pray in the ſpirit of diffuſtce 
benevolence *. 


Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem ; they ſhall proſper that love thee. Peace 
be within thy walls, and proſperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and 
companions fakes, I will now ſay, Peace be within thee : Becauſe of the houſe of 
the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy good. For Zion's fake I will not hold my 
peace ; and for Jeruſalem's ſaxe | will not reſt, until the righteouſneſs thereof go 
forth as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth b. 

The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, the name of the God of Jacob defend 
thee ; ſend thee help from the ſanctuary ; and ſtrengthen thee out of Zion. Re- 
member all thy ofterings, and accept thy burnt facrifice, Grant thee according 
to thine own heart, and tulfil all thy counſel. The Lord fulfil all thy petitions *, 

{ exhort therefore, that firſt of all ſupplicarions, prayers, interceſlions, and gi 
ving of thanks be made for all men ; tor kings, and for all that are in authority ; 
that we may lead 4 quiet and.peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty ; tor this 
is gd and acceptable in the fight of God our Saviour 9, Conteſsyour faultsone to 


other and pray 10r One another, that ye may be healed*, Brethren pray tor 
us, 


c Rom. viii. 34. 4 Heb. vii. 25. © Heb, x. 19,.—22. f Heb. iv. 16. 


8 7. © Pal. cxxii. 6,9. b IIa. Ixii, 1. c Plal. xx. 1,—5+ 41 Tim. ii. 1, 24} 
e James v. 16. 


* « The duty of praying for our brethren of mankind, was conſidered by the pro- 
c phet Samuel as indiſpenſible. When the people were terrified by the thunder of the 
« Lord.” They ſaid unto Samuel, Pray for thy ſervants unto the Lord thy God, that 
«© woo die not,” Apd Samuel faid unto the people,“ God fort id that I ſhould fin agaiuſt 
the Lord, in ceaſing to pray for you.” Sam. Xl. 19, 20, 23. 
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the word of the Lord may have free courſe and be glorified ?. Ibeſcech you, 


us, that Ne eſee 
brethren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, that 
ve ftrive together with me in your prayers to God for mes, that! may be deli— 


vered from them that do not believe in Judea, and that my ſervice which I have 
for Jeruſalem, may be accepted of the ſaints * Praying always with all prayer 
ind lupplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perſeverance, 
und ſupplication for all ſaints; and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, 
har may open my mouth boldly, to make known the myttery of the goſpel; 
bat therein I may ſpeak boldly, as I ought to ſpeak *, 

would that yeſænew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Lao— 
dicea, and for as many as have not ſeen my face in the fleſh 3 that their hearts 
might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full 
iſarance of underitanding, to the acknowledgment of the myſtery of God, and 
of the Father, and of Chriſt . For now we live, if ye ſtand fait in the Lord. 
For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith 
we joy for your ſakes, before our God? night and day praying exceedingly, that 
we might ſec your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith ', 
\Wherefore I alſo ceaſe not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my 
Prayers u. I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of whom 
the whole family in heaven and carth is named always in every prayer of mine 
for you all, making requeſt with joy s. We pray always for you, that our God 
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleaſure of his 
goodneſs, and the work of faith with power“. Epaphras, who is}one of you, 
1 ſervant of Chritt, ſaluteth you; always Jabouring fervently for you in prayers, 
that ye may ſtand perfect, and compleat in all the will of Gods. 


Sec T. 8, The purpoſes of the ſaints to call on Cod and their gratefu! 
acknowledgments of the benefits thereby obtained, and their ſupplications jor 
iis mercy and ſupport, according to their circumſtances of need, 


As tor me, I will call upon God ; and the Lord ſhall ſave me. Evening and 
morning, and at noon will I pray, and cry aloud; and he ſhall hear my voice *, 
| will cry unto God moſt high; unto God that performeth all things for me. 
tle (hall ſend from heaven, and ſave me >. The Lord will command his loving - 
Kindneſs in the day-time, and in the night his ſong ſhall be with me, and my 


P. ayer 
* 2 Theſſ-iii. 1. Rom. xv. 30. b Rom. xv. 37. + Eph. vi. 18, 19 20 
* Col. ii. 1, 2. 11 Theſſ. iii 8, 9, 10. * Eph. i. 15, 16. * Eph, iii. 14, 25. 


* Phil i. 4. P 2 Theſſ. i. 11. 4 Col. iv. 12. 
+8, „ Plal lv, 16; 17. » Pal. lvii. 2, 3. 
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prayer unto the God of my life?. love the Lord, becauſe he hath heard nh 
voice, and my ſupplications. Becauſe he hath inclined his ear unto me, there. 
fore will I call upon him as long as I live 4. The ſorrows of death compaſſed me 
and the pains of hell got hold upon me; I found trouble and ſorrow * my 
diſtreſo I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my God; he heard my voice 55 
of his temple, and my cry came before him, even unto his ears t; and he incli- 
ned unto me, and heard my cry *. Depart from me all ye workers of iniquity; 
for the Lord hath heard the voice of my weeping; the Lord hath heard my fup. 
plications; the Lord will receive my prayer, If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me; but verily God hath heard me; he hath attended 
to the voice of my prayer. Bleſſed be God, which hath not turned away my 
prayer, nor his mercy from me', Who delivered us from ſo great a death, and 
doth deliver; in whom we trult, that he will yet deliver us; you alſo helping 
together by prayer for us k. | 4 
leur me when I call, O God of my righteouſneſs; thou haſt enlarged me when 
| was in diltrels, Have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer“. Give ear tg 
my words O Lord, conſider my meditation. Hearken to the voice of my cry, 
ny being, and my God; for unto thee will I pray. My voice ſhalt thou har 
in the morning, O Lord ; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and 
will lyok up *. Have thou reſpect unto the prayer of thy ſervant, and to hi; 
{upplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry, and to the prayer, 
which thy ſervant prayeth before thee ®, Give ear to my prayer, O God; and 
hide not thyſcit from my ſupplications. Attend unto me, and hear me; ! 
mourn in my complaint, and make a noiſc*, Let my prayer come before thee ; 
incline thine ear unto my cry. For my foul is full of troubles, and my lite 
draweth nigh unto the grave? . But unto thee, have 1 cried, O Lord, and in 
the morning ſhall my prayer prevent thee 4. Hear my cry, O God, attend un- 
to my prayer. From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee ; when my hear: 
is overwhelmed, lead me to the rock that is higher than 1 *, Make halte unto 
me; give car unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. Let my prayer be ſet fortl 
betore thee as incenſe; and the lifting up of my hands, as the evening facri- 
fice . Hide not thy face from me in the day when I am in trouble; incline 
thine ear unto me; in the day when I call, anſwer me ſpeedily *, I ftretch forth 
my hands unto thee ; my foul thirſteth after thee as a thirſty land. Icar me 
ſpecdily, O Lord, my ſpirit faileth e. Mine eye mourneth by reaſon of alltiction; 


Lord 
e Pſal. zJii. 8. 4 Pſal. cxvi. 1, 2. e Pſal. cxvi. 3. f Pſal. vill 6. 
4 Pal, xl. . h Plal. vi. 8, 9. i Pſal. Ixvi. 18, 19, 20. k 2 Cor. 1,19, 1 
1 Plal. iv. 1. = Pſal. v. 1, 2, 3. „ x Kings viii. 28. » Pſal. Ie. t, 2 
Y Pſal. Ixxxviii. 2, 3. 4 Pſal. Ixxxvili. 13. Pfal. Ixi. 1, 2. C Pſal, cli. 1, 2-, 


E Pſal, cli. 2. 8 Pfal. cxlili. 6, 7. 
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Lord, I have called daily upon thee, I have ſtretched out my hands unto thee *, 
Attend unto My cry, for I am brought very low”, Let me not be aſhamed, 
0 Lord, for I have called upon thee *. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give Car 
vnto my cry 3 hold not thy peace at my tears*. Unto thee will I cry, O Lord 
my rock; leſt if thou be ſilent to me! become like them that go down into the 
pit. Hear the voice of my ſupplications, when I cry unto thee; when 1 lin 
up my hands toward thy holy oracle b. 

Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to-forgive ; and plenteous in mercy unto all 
dem that call upon thee ©, In the day of my troubic 1 will cull upon thee ; 
or thou wilt anſwer me 9, I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O 
God; incline thine ear unto me, and hear my ſpeech ©, In the day when I cricd 
tau antiered(t me; and ſtrengthnedſt me with ſtrength in my foul f, Thou 
ireyclt near in the day when I called upon thec s. I cricd to thee, O Lord; and 
unto the Lord I made my ſupplication. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; 
Lord be thou mine helper. Thou haſt turned for me my mourning into dancing; 
thou haſt put off my ſackcloth, and girded me with gladneſs*, ] ſaid in my haſt e, 
I um cut off from before thine eyes; nevertheleſs, thou heardit the voice of my 
ſapplications When cried unto thee '. For this ſhall every one that is godly 
pray unto thee, in a time when thou mayſt be found“. Lord, thou haſt heard 
the defire of the humble; thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cauſe thine 
ear to hear !! 


EE, 


Examples of Jacob, Hezekiah, Danicl, &c. 


« PRAYER is one of the moſt important acts and ordinances of religion, And 
« the {criptures abound with ſtriking examples of its power and efficacy; in fo 
much, that what the Apoſtle to the Hebrews hath ſaid concerning faith, That 
« by.it the ſaints wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, &. may be alſo 
Laich concerning prayer.“ 


Or this kind is Jacob's remarkable interview at Peniel.'“ Jacob was left a- 
lone; and there wreſtled a man with him until the break of day. And he ſaid, 
Le me ao, for the day breaketh. And he ſaid, I will not let thee go, except 
thou bleſs me. And he ſaid unto him, What is thy name? And he faid, Jacob, 
And he faid, thy name ſhall be called no more Jacob, bur Ifracl; for as a prince 
halt thou power with God and with men, and hatt prevailed. And he bl-#ed 


D d d him 
* Pal. Ixxxvill. 9. y Pſal. cxlii. 5. * Pſal. xxxi. 17, * Plal. xxxix. 12, 
b Plal, XXV1IL.I, 2. < Plal. Ixxxvi. 5. 9 Plal. Ixxxvi. 7. © Plal. xvii 6. 
' Plal cxxxviii. 3. s Lam iii. 57. D Plal. xxx. 8, 10, 11. i Pſal. xaxi. 22. 
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him there“. To this event the prophet Hoſea refers.” By his ſtrength "_ 
had power with God; yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed . 5 
wept and made ſupplication unto him; he found him in Bethel, and has 2 
fpake with us. Even the Lord God of hoſts, the Lord is his memorial b. ; 


« Wx have a ſtriking contraſt betwixt the blaſphemous pride of Sennacker;, 
« when threatning deſtruction to Jeruſalem, and the humble devotion of * 
« Hezekiah. He prayed before the Lord. The Lord heard; he deſtroyed the 
« mighty hoſt of that haughty monarch, and ſent him home with ſhame«- 


« Davw1EL gives a very extraordinary inſtance of the efficacy of prayer. Wie, 
« Nebuchadnezzar had made the extravagant demand on his wiſe men, to rec, 
« dream of his, which he himſelf had forgot; and at the ſame time required 
« the interpretation of it.” Then Daniel went to his houſe, and made the thin, 
known to Hananiah, Michael and Azariah his companions ; that they would 1 
fire mercy of the God of heaven concerning this ſecret ; that Daniel and his fel. 
lows ſhould not periſh with the reſt of the wiſe men of Babylon. Then was the 
ſecret revealed unto Daniel in a night viſion 9, 


« Tux ſame prophet affords us another memorable example of the ſame kind. 
« When anxious about the fate of his countrymen the Jews, he tells us,” 1 {4 
my face unto the Lord God, ro ſeek by prayer and ſupplications, with faſting, 
and ſackcloth, and aſhes; and I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made wy 
confeſſion © . And whiles I was ſpeaking, and praying, and confeſſing my fin, 
and the ſin of my people Iſrael, and preſented my ſupplication before the Lord 
my God; yea whiles I was ſpeaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom! 
had ſeen in the viſion at the beginning, being cauſed to fly ſwiftly, touched me 
about the time of the evening oblation, &c. t. 


« Tx is very remarkable, that the fervent prayers of an Italian ſoldier were 
the happy means of communicating to him the bleſſings of the goſpel, 
<«< that he became the firſt fruits of the Gentile world.” Cornelius, a devout 
man, and one that feared God with all his houſe, who gave much alms to the 
people, and prayed to God alway ; he ſaw in a viſion, evidently, about the ninth 
hour of the day, an angel of God coming in to him, and ſaying unto him, Come 
lius. And when he looked on him he was afraid, and ſaid, What is it, Lord? And 
he ſaid unto him, Thy prayers, and thine alms are come up for a memorial be— 


fore God. And now ſend men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whoſe ſirname 1 
| Peter; 


$ = Gen. xxxii. 24, 26,—29, H oſ. xii. 3, 4, 5. 2 Kings xviii. and xix. chap, 4 Dan, ii. 17, 11% 
0 Dan, 1X, 37 4. f Dan, ix. 20, 21. * See Dan. ix. 45—19. 


car. VI. Of the Wo xs HI of Gov. | 297 


Steer. 2. The children of men are particularly called to this divine exerciſe, 


O cout let us fing unto the Lord; let us make a joyful noiſe to the rock of 
our falvation. Let us come before his preſence with thankſgiving, and make u 
oy ful noiſe unto him with plalms*, Sing unto the Lord a new ſong, and his 
praiſe from the end of the earth ; ye that go down to the ſea, and all that is 
therein; the iſles and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderneſs and the cities 
thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit ; let the inh:ubj- 
tants of the rock ſing, let them ſhout from the top of the mountains, let them 
oive glory unto the Lord, and declare his praiſe in the iſlands >, O clap your 
hands, all ye people; ſhout unto the Lord with the voice of triumph; ling 
praiſes to God, ling praiſes; for God is King of all the carth, fing ye praiſes with 
underſtanding 9. Make a joyiul noiſe unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the 
Lord with gladneſs; come before his preſence with ſinging. Know ye that the 
Lord, he is God; it is he that hath made us, and not we ourſelves; we are his 
people, and the ſheep of his paſture. Enter into his gates with thankſgiving, 
and into his courts with praiſe ; be thankful unto him, and bleſs his name. For 
the Lord is good; his mercy is everlaſt ing; and his truth endurcth to all penc- 
rations*. O give thanks unto the Lord; call upon his name; make known his 
deeds among the people. Sing unto him, ting pfalms uuto him; talk ye of all 
his wondrous works. Glory ye in his holy name; let the heart oi then rejoice 
that ſeck the Lord f, Remember his marvelious works that he hath done, his 
wonders, and the jadgments of his mouth s. Sing unto the Lord, all tlic carth ; 
new forth from day to day his ſalvation. Declare his glory among the heathen 
its marvellous works among all nations. For great is the Lord, and greatly 
to be praiſed; he allo is to be fearcd above all gods“. O that men would praite 


the Lord for his goodneis, and for his wonderful works to the children of men | 
nd let them ſacritice the facrilices of thansſpiving, and declare his works with 
relicings, Let them exalt him allo in the congregation of the pcople, and praiſe 
lim in the afſembly of the elders x. Praiſe ye the Lord. Praite God iu his fanctu- 
: praiſe him in the firmament of his power. Praiſe him for his mighty acts; 
bi e him according to his excellent greatneſs. Praiſe him with the found of 
t.- trampet; praiſc him with the pfaltery and harp'. Praile him with the tim- 
bel ad dance; praife him with ſtringed inſtruments, and organs. Praife him 
wn the cymbals z praiſe him upon the high ſounding cymbals; let every thing 


tat hath breath, praiſe the Lord a. Praiic our God all ye his ſervants, and ye 
| that 
$2. Pfl. xcv. 1, 2. b Iſa. xlii. 10, 11, 12. Pſal. >1vi}. 1. 4 Plal. zlvii. 6, 7. 
Hal. c. 1. f Plal. cv. 1, 2, 3. & 1 Chron. xvi. 12. 1 Chron, xvi. 2 , 24,23 


Flal. cvü. 21, 22, * Plal. cvii. 52. Dial. cl. 1, —3. m Plal. cl. 4, 5 C. 
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that fear him, both ſmall and great. Alleluia; for the Lord God Omnipot 
rcigneth . . 


ZE Cr. 3. Praiſe is the delightful employment of the ſervants of God 


RE JOIN in the Lord, O ye righteous ; for praiſe is comely for the upright » 
Sing aloud unto God our ſtrength ; make a joytul noiſe unto the God of Tok: 
Take a pfalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleaſant harp, with the pſalicry. 
Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our ſolemn feat. 
day bv, We will go into his tabernacles; we will worſhip at his footſtog] « ; we 
will ſhew to the generation to come, the praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength 
and his wonderful works that he hath done 4. Praiſe the Lord, call upon 15 
name; declare his doings among the people; make mention that his name i; 
exalted, Sing unto the Lord : for he hath done excellent things; this is known 
in all the earth. Cry out, and ſhout, thou inhabitant of Zion; for great is the 
holy One of Iſrael in the midſt of thee . Praiſe the Lord, O Jeruſalem ; praſe 
thy God, O Zion. Let Iſrael rejoice in him that made him; let the children 
of Zion be joytul in their Kings. Let the ſaints be joytal in glory; let them 
ſing aloud upon their beds; let the high praiſes of God be in their mouth b. Hor 
it is good to ſing praiſes unto our God; for it is pleaſant, and praiſe is comciy!, 

Behold, bleſs ye tne Lord, all ye ſervants of the Lord, which by night ttand 
in the nouſe of tlic Lord. Liit up your hands in tne ſanctuary ; und blels the 
Lord *. Praiſe, O ye ſervants of the Lord, praiſe the name ot the Lord. Blcued 
be the name of tne Lord, from this time forth, and tom evermore. From the ri- 
ſing of the ſun, unto the going down of the ſame, the Lord's name is to be pri- 
ſed!, Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him *. 

Open to me the gates of riguteouſueſs; I will go into them, and I will praiſe 
the Lord“ The Lord is my ttrength and ſong, and he is become my ſalvation. 
He 15 my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ; my fathers God, and | wil 
exait hint. My ſoul ſhall be joyful in the Lord; it ſhall rejoice in his falvtion, 
All my bones {hall ſay, Lord, Who is like unto thee, which delivereſt the poor 
from him that is too ſtrong ſor him, yea the poor and needy from him that ſpoil 
eth lime? I will praiſe the name of God with a ſong, and will magnify him with 
thanktgiving. This alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord, better than an ox or a bulluk 


that 
» Rev. xix. 5, 6. 
$ 3, * Plal xxxiii. 1, » Pſal. Ixxxi. 1, 2, 3, e Pſal. cxxxii. 7. 4 Pal. lui. 4. 
e IIa. xii. 4, 5, 6. f Pal. cxlvii 12. s Pla: cxlix 2. b Pal cxhix 55 b. 
i Pfal. cxlvii. 1. * Plal. cxxxiv. 4, 2. 1 Pſa). cxiii. 1, 2, 3. ® Rey, xix. 7: 


n Pſal. cxvili, 19. o Exod, xv. 2. ? Plal, xxxv. 95 10. 
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Peter; he ſhall tell thee what thou oughteſt to do . When Peter was come, 
« he made this juſt reflection on that extraordinary event,” Of a truth I per- 


ceive, that God is no reſpecter of perſons; but in every nation he that feareth 


him, and worketh righteouſneſs is accepted with him. d, 
? 


« Time would fail me to tell of the ardent prayers made, and the gracious re- 
« turns obtained by Moſes, Joſhua, Samuel, David, Eliſha, Iſaiah, Hezekiah, 
« Peter, John, Paul, &c. I ſhall conclude this ſubject, by obſerving, That the 
« bright example given by our great Lord and Saviour of habitual devotion and 
& ardent prayer, was imitated by all his faithful apoſtles and diſciples. It was 
« by this mean they were animated to preach the goſpel, and to ſuffer for the 
name of Jeſus*. By this they triumphed over the temptations of Satan, and 
Over all the afflitions that befel them, whether in private or in public life. 
« By this they were enabled to finiſh their courſe with joy, and having walked 
« <vith God on earth, they are now entered on that felicity which is prepared 
« for all them that love and ſerve him.“ 


D dd 2 . 


: Adds x. 1,6, h Acts x. 34, 35. * See Acts iv. 23,31, and 2 Cor. vii, —x, 
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SE Cr. 1. The whole creation called to praiſe God. 2. The children of me. 
are particularly called to this divine exerciſe. 3. Praiſe is the delightful ch. 
ploy ment of the ſervants of God. 4. Every comfort of this life is to be te. 
ccived with thankſgiving. 5. With {till higher praiſes ought we to celebrat 
the wonders of redeeming love. 6. Remarkable inſtances of divine goodne/. 
are to be thankfully remembred and acknowledged by his ſervants, 


* 


SECT. 1. The whole creation called to praiſe God. 


RAISE ye the Lord. O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, for li 
mercy endureth for ever. Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord. 
Who can ſhew forth all his praiſe ?? Praiſe ye the Lord from the heavens; praiſe 
him in the heights. Praiſe ye him, all his angels; praiſe ye him all his hott", 
Bleſs the Lord, ye his angels that excel in ſtrength, that do his commandment, 
hcarkning unto the voice of his word. Bleſs ye the Lord, all ye his hoſts, ye 
miniſters of his that do his pleaſure, Bleſs ye the Lord, all his works in all pl:- 
ces of his dominion e. Praiſe ye him, fun and moon; praiſe him all ye ttars of 
light; praiſe him ye heaven of heavens, and ye waters that be above the hea ens, 
Let them praiſe the name of the Lord; for he commanded, and they were cre: 
ted d. Praiſe the Lord from the earth, ye dragons and all deeps; fire and hal, 
ſnow and vapour, ſtormy wind fulfilling his word; mountains and all hills, frvi:- 
ful trees and all cedars; beatts and all cattle, creeping things, and flying fon! 
Kings of the carth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth, Bot! 


young men and maidens, old men and children. Let them praiſe the name 0! 


the Lord; tor his name alone is excellent, his glory is above the carth and hes 
ven e. 


S ECT. 


$ 1, Pal. evi. 1, 2. > Plal. cxlviii. 1, 2. © Plal, ciii. 20, 21, 22. 4 Pfal. cxlvili. 3 4 
Pſal. czlviii, 7--13, 
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that hath horns and hoofs 4. | I will praiſe the Lord with my whole heart in the 
i\ſembly of the upright, and in the congregation*. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul; 
.nd all that is within me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and 
forget not allhis benefits. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diſeaſes; who redeemeth thy life from deſtruction ; who crowneth thee with 
oring-· kindneſs, and tender mercies; who ſatisfieth thy mouth with good things. 
| will extol thee, my God, O King; and I will bleſs thy name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bleſs thee, and I will praiſe thy name for ever and ever. One 
generation ſhall praiſe thy works to another, and ſhall declare thy mighty acts. 
Priiſe the Lord, O my ſoul; while I live will I praiſe the Lord; I will ſing pcai- 
ſe unto my God, while I have any being“. My mouth ſhall ſpeak the praiſe of 
the Lord; and let all fleſh bleſs his holy name for ever and ever *. 


SE r. 4+ Every comfort of this life is to be received with thankſgiving. 


Wmew thou halt eaten, and art full, then thou ſhalt bleſs the Lord thy God, 
for the good which he hath given thee, Beware that thou forget not the Lord 
thy God ; leſt, when thou haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly houſes, 
and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy ſilver 
and gold is multiplied 3 then thine heart be lifted up“; and thou ſay in thine 
heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But 
thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy God“. | 

Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that, in the latter times ſome ſhall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils * ; for- 
bidding to marry, and commanding to abſtain from meats, which God hath 
created to be received with thankſgiving of them which believe and know the 
truth: For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it be 


received with thankſgiving ;z for it is ſanctified by the word of God, and 
prayer 4, 


SECT» 


1 Pfal. Ixix. 30, 3r. 7 Pal. cxi. I. c Pfal, ciii. 1,---5, 1 Pfal. cxlv. 1, 2. 
 Plal. cxlvi. 1. 2. z Pſal. cxlv. 21. 


9 4, * Dent, viii, 10,14. » Deut. viii. 17, 18. 1 Tim, iv. 1. à 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4, 5. 
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SECT. 5. Witli. ſtill higher praiſes ought we to celebrate the wonder 
redeeming love, 


s of 


BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wh, hath 
bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleflings in heavenly places in Chriſt *, that ae 
ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory who firſt truſted in Chriſt O. Thanks he 
to God for his unſpeakable gift . Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 1... 
Jeſus Chriſt, which, according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten u. 
unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead a. 1 
be unto God, who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chritt, and maketh m. 
the ſavour of his knowledge by us in every place ©. For all things arc for 
ſakes, that the abundant grace might, through the thankſgiving 01 many. 
dound to the glory of God f. Ye are a choſen generation, a royal picii: 00d, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye ſhouid ſhew forth the praiſes ot in, 
who hath called you out of darkneſs into his marvellous lights. We give d. 
to God, and the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, praying always for yon, 8 
the hope that is laid up for you in heaven“. As ye have therefore recei xc 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him; rooted and built up in him, and it 
blit:ed in the faith as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thankſgiriny! 
Rejoice evermore *© . penn to yourſelves, teaching one another, in plalms, 


and hymns, and foiritual ionps, ſinging with grace in your heart to tlic Lord. 


in) 


iN) 


* 
Gun 


and making melody; giving thanks always for all things unto God and the F;. 


ther, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ', To whom coming, as unto a living 
tone, ye alſo, as lively ftoncs, are built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prictt. 
hood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt ®, By 
him therefore let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, that is the 
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name n. In arts thing give thanks; for 
this is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you“. 


SECT. 6. Remarkable inſtances of divine goodneſs are to be thankfully 
remembred and acknowledged by his ſervants. 


IT is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to ſing praiſes unto ily 
nance, O Nutt High ; to fhew forth thy loving Kkindneſs in the morning, a6 t 
faitlutulnels every night“. For thou, Lord, haſt made me glad through thy wens; 


] wil 
6 5.  * Eph. i. 3. Eli. i. 18. 4 Cor. ix. 13. 9 1 Pet. i. 3. 
Ait it. 14. f 2 Cor. iv. 15. s 1 Pet. 11. 9. Þ Col. 1. >, 5 
| Col. ii. 6, 7. * 1 Theil. v. 16. 1 Eph. v. 19, 20. with Col. iii. 16, 17 


et. Ii. 4, 5. * Hel. xiii. 15. 1 Thell. v. 18. 
$ 6. * Pfal. xcii. 1, 2. 


Of the Worsniry of GOD. 
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7 Will triumph in the works of thy hands *. Bleſſed be the Lord ; for he hath 
ewed me his marvellous loving-Kindneſs in a ſtrong city : For 1 ſaid in my 
haſte, 1 am cut off from before thine cyes; nevertheless thou hearult che voice 
of my ſupplications, when I cricd unto thee e. When my foul fainted within 
we, 1 rememibred the Lord; and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy 
temple ©. I will ſing of the mercies ol the Lord for ever; with my mouth will 
| make known thy faithfulneſs to all generations e. 

And Jacob ſaid, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Iſaac, 
am not worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which thou 
viſt e wed unto thy ſervant k. O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is pood ; 
tor his mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord ſay fo, Whom 
he hath 1cdeemed from the hand of the enemy s. He ſaved them for his name's 
(ike, that he might make his mighty power to be known, He rebuked the red 
ſex allo, and it was dried up: So he led them through the depths as through the 
wilderneſs, And he ſaved them from the hand of him that hated them 3 and 
deemed them from the hand of the enemy . Then ſang Moſes, and tiic chil- 
ren of Iſrael, ſaying, I will fing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed glori- 
ouſly ; he is become my ſalvation, Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the 
gods? Who 18 like unto thee, glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing 
wonders ? Thou in thy mercy haſt led forth the people which thou haſt redeem- 
e: Thou haſt guided them in thy ſtrength unto thy holy habitation ®, Fear 
the Lord, and ſerve him in truth with all your heart: For conſider how orcat 
ings he hath done for you *®, And David ſaid, The Lord that delivered me 
out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me 
out of the hand of this Philiſtine*. And David the king came, and ſat before the 
Lord, and faid, Who am I, O Lord God; and what is mine houſe, that thou 
alt brought me hitherto ® ? Behold, for peace I have great bitternefs (** ſaid 
„ Hezekiah””) 3 but thou haſt, in love to my foul, delivered it from the pit of 
corruption; for thou haſt caſt all my fins behind thy back. For the grave can» 
gen praiſe thee, death cannot celebrate thee. The living, the living, he full 
priite thee, as I do this day: The father to the children fhull make known 11 
unn. The ſorrows of death computicd me, and the pains of hell got hold 
won me : I found trouble and ſorrow. Then called I upon the name of the 
Lord: I was brought low, and he helped me. Return unto thy reſt, O my 
wal; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee : For thou haſt delivered 
my foul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. What 
(141 T render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards mes? And at the end 


E e e of 
d Pfal. xcii. 4. e Pſal. xxyi. 21, 22. 8 Jonah ii. 7. e Pſal, Ixxxix. r. 
1 *I Iii 9, 10. 8 Pſal. cvii. 1, 2. d Pfal. cvi. 8, 9, 10. 1 Exod. xv. 1, 2, 11, tz. 
Sam XII. 24+ 1 1 Sam, xvIi. 37. 2 ji Chron, xvli. 16. a Ila. xxXVIII. 177 18, 19. 
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the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lift up mine cyes unto heaven, and mine under. 
{tinding returned unto me; and I bleſſed the Moti High, and I praiſed and * 
nourcd him that liveth for ever; whoſe dominion is an everlaſting dominicy 
and his kingdom is from generation to generation ?. — And great m 
came unto Jeſus, having with them thoſe that were lame, blind, dumb, mam. 
ed, and many others, and caſt them down at Jeſus feet; and he healed they, 
Inſomuch that the multitude wondered, when they faw the dumb to ſpeak. th, 
maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to ſee; and they Uo 
the God of Iirael A. —And Mary ſaid, My ſoul doth magnity the Lord, and my 
ſprrit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour; for he that is mighty hath done to ws 
great things, and holy is his name .— And the {ſhepherds returned, ploritying 
and praiſing God for all the things that they had heard and ſeen*,—And Jeſus ſaid, 
Were there not ten cleanſed ? but where are the nine? There are not found 
that returned to give glory to God, ſave this ſtranger *, - We had the ſentence 
of death in ourſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God which 
Tailcth the dead; who delivered us from ſo great a death, and doth deliver; in 
whom we truſt that he will yet deliver us“. Bleſſed be God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jelus Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort, 
who comfortcrh us in all our tribulation : For as the ſufferings of Chriſt abound 
in us, ſo our conſolation alſo aboundeth by Chriſt *. The Lord hath done pre: 
things for us; whereof we are glad. Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints. Who 
ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou only art holy *, 


ultitude 


? Dan. iv. 34. 1 Matth. xv. 30, 31. Luke 1. 46, 47, 49. 1 Luke ii. 20, 
t Luke xvii. 17, 18, n 2 Cor. i. 9, 10. * 2 Cor. i. 3, 4, 3. 1 Pſal. cxzv 3 
2 Rev. xv. 37 4. 
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Scr. 1. Of the baptiſm of John. 2. Of baptiſm as an inſtitution of our 
Lord Jeſus. 3. The doctrine and inſtructions of the apc itlo; routing to this 
inttitution.— The practice in diſpenſing this holy ordinance in the apottolic 


age. | 


SECT. 1. Of the baptiſm of Fohn. 


E E Part III. ArT. II. Cnae.V. Of the miniſtry of Folm as intro- 
8 ducing that of our Lord. 


SecT. 2, Of baptiſm as an inſtitution of our Lord Peſus. 


Tazre was a man of the phariſces, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 
the fame came to Jeſus by night, and ſaid unto him, Rabbi, We know that 
thou art a teacher come from God; for no man can do thoſe miracles that thou 
doſt, except God be with him. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid *, Verily, verily, I fay 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom oft God d. And they brought young children to him, that he 
ſhouk! touch them; and his diſciples rebuked thoſe that brought them. But 
when Jetus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, and {uid unto them, Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch is the kingdom of 
Lud, Verily | ſay unto yon, Whoſoever ſhall not receive the kingdom of God 
4 4 httle child, he ſhall not enter therein. And he took them up in his arms, 
put his hand upon them, and bleſſed them“. 

Then the eleven went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jeſus had 
ppoin:ed them. And Jeſus came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power is 
ven anto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
viptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Git; reaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you; 
14 ©, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world d. Go ye unto all 

Eee 2 | the 


2. Jolm ni. 1 2 3+ b John ili. 5. © Mark x. 13,16. à Matth. xzxvili. 16, 18, 19, 20. 
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the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature, He that believeth, 


is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned e. D 


SECT. 3. The döctrine and inflrudions of the apoſtles relating to this "8 
S[tituiion. 


BrETHREN, I would not that ye ſhould be ignorant, how that all our! the 
were under th- cloud, and all paſſed through the ſea ;z and were all cee 
to Moes in tue cloud, and in the fea; and did all eat the ſime ſpiritual me; 
and did all drink the ſame ſpiritual drink; for they drank of that ſpiritual "os 

that followed them; and that rock was Chriſt +. *, The like figure wherwyy: 0, 

ven b. ee, alſo new fave us [not the putting away of the filth of the fi. hh 
but the anſwer ©: a good conſcience towards God | by the reſurrection of jc 
"© brit tb Ty whom alſo ye are C:rcumei! Cd with the circumciſion made v wit, 105 


un- 


Chrilt : bled With has} in ln * herein alſo ye are riſen with 5 FR 
tke faith vi the operation of God, who hath raitcd him from the dead © Curt 
loved the church, and gave himlelt tor it; that he might ſanctity and ane 
with the waſhing of water by the word; that he might prefent it to hin; 
glorious church, not having ſpot or SET or any ſuch thing; but th i; 
ſhould be holy, and without blemiſh 9. Not by works of rightcouſneſs whic) 
we have done, but according to his mercy lle faved us, by the waſhing of rege. 
ncration, and renewing of the Holy Gholt e, 

Know ye not, that ſo many of us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we arc buried with him by baptiſm inte 
death; that, like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory ol the Fa 
ther, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life 7. For, if we have bee 
planted together in the likenefs of his death, we ſhall be alſo in the likench d 
his reſurrection s. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called it 
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and He 
ther of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all“. For ye are ll 
the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jelus. For as many of you as have deci 
baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chritt, There is neither Jew nor Greck, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for ye are a 
one in Chriſt Jeſus *. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, wi: 
ther we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or tree *. 


— The 
e Mark xvi. 15, 16, 
$ 3. 1 Cor. x. 1,4. * x Pet. iii. 2t. © Col. ii. 17, 12. a Eph. v. 25, 26, 7 
e Tit. iii. 5. f Rom, vi. 3, 4. Rom. vi. 5, b Eph, iv. 4 56. 


Gal, lit. 26, 27, 28. * 1 Cor, xii. 13. 
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Ahe practice in diſpenſing this holy ordinance in the apoſtolic age. 


„ BEFORE we leave this article relating to baptiſm, it may be proper to take 
- notice of what the Scripture has recorded concerning the practice of the a= 
6 paltles and evangelitts in diſpenſing this holy ordinance : And it appears, 
« thit whoever profeſſed their belief of this one article of faith, viz, That Jeſus 
« was the Chriſt, and rhe Son of God, were immediately received by baptilin, 
« {ro full communion with the apoſtles and ſaints. This ſeems to have been 
« the uniform practice in the apoſtolic age. Thus we read, that, on the preach- 
„ing of Peter, his hearers”” were pricked in their heart, and ſaid unto Peter, 
and to the reit of the apoſtles, Men and brethren, What ſhall we do? Then 
Peicr ſaid unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you, in the name 
of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion ol ſins; and ye ſhall receive the Livy Uilvll, 
Then they that gladly received his word, were buptizcd *, 


« Wien the Ethiopian cunuch was inſtructed by Philip, and had deſired to 
„be baptized, Philip {ſtates the terms of adniftion in theſe words:“ If thou 
belicyeit with all thine heart, thou mayelt, And he anfwered and ſaid, I be— 
lie ve that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to 
{tand ſtill; and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the cu- 
nuch; and he baptized him d. In like manner, when Ananias had reltorcd 
Sau] to his fight, and had informed him of the great purpoſes of God in cal- 
„ling him, he adds,” And now, Why tarriclt thou? Ariſe, and be baptized ; 
and waſh away thy fins, calling on the name of the Lord®, © While Peter 
„taught in the houſe of Cornelius,” the Holy Gholt fell on all them who 
heard the word. Then anſwered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that theſe 
mould not be baptized, which have received the Holy Gholt, a- well as we ? 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord 4. © Thus 
* allo we read of Lydia (the ſeller of purple) being baptized, and her houſhol ©; 
* of the jailor in that ſame city of Philippi being baptized, he and all his f; 
and Criſpus the chief ruler of the ſynagogue at Corinth, who”? believed on 
the Lord with all his houſe 3 and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed, 
and were baptized *. ** To the ſame purpoſe is the interview of Paul with the 
* diſciples at Epheſus :% He ſaid unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt 
iince ye believed? And they ſaid unto him, We have not ſo much as heard 
wacther there be any Holy Ghoſt, And he ſaid unto them, Unto what then 

wcre 


Ads ii. 37, 38, 4t. d Acts viii. 37, 38. Acts xxii. 13, 16. 4 Adds x. 44,48. 
0 Acts xvi. 14, I5, : Acts xvi. 255 34. K Acts xvili. 8. 
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were ye baptized ? And they ſaid, Unto John's baptiſm. Then ſaid Paul, John 
verily baptized with the baptiſm of repentance, ſaying unto the people, That 
they ſhould believe on him which ſhould come after him, that is, on Chritt ſe- 
ſus. When they heard this, they were baprized in the name of the Lord Jeſuga, 


N «» Vs 


„%% 


SECT. 1. The inſtitution of this holy ordinance. 2. The abuſe of this ſacred 
init: ution among the Corinthians corrected by the apoitle Paul.—A note con. 
ccrning the trequent celebration of this divine ordinance. 


SECT. 1. The inſtitution of this holy ordinance 


ABovuR not for the meat which periſheth, but for that meat which endu— 
reth unto everlaſting life, which the ſon of man ſhall give unto you*. ! 
am the bread of life; he that cometh to me, ſhall never hunger; and he that 
belicveth on me, {hall never thirſt b. 
Now the firit day of the feaſt of unleavened bread, the diſciples came to Jeſus, 
| ſaying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the pallover? 
And he ſaid, Go into the city, to ſuch a man, and ſay unto him, The matter faith, 
My time is at hand, I will keep the paſſover at thy houſe, with my diſcipſes and 
the diſciples did as Jeſus had appointed them; and they made ready the po- 
ver*, And when the hour was come, he fat down and the twelve .poitics with 
him. And he ſaid unto them, With deſire I have deſired to eat this pafldser 
with you before I ſufler. For I ſay unto you, I will not eat any more thereo!, 
until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of Gods. And as they were eating, Jeu 
took bread and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to the diſciples, and fat, 
Take, cat, this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
It to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the New Teſta- 
ment which is ſhed for many, {or the remiflion of fins. But I ſay unto you, 


will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink 
it 


b Acts xix. 1, —5. | 
$ 1. John vi. 27. John vi. 35. © Matth, xxvi, 17, 18, 19, Luke xxii. 14415 16, 
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it new with you in my Father's kingdom ©. And he took bread, and gave thanks, 
brake it, and gave unta them, ſaying, This is my body which 15 given for 
Tins do in remembrance of me. Likewiſe alſo the cup after ſupper, i y- 
ing, Ts cup is the New Teſtament in my blood, which is thed for you f, And 
+ they did cat, Jeſus took bread, and blefled and brake it, and gave to 
em, and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and when 
„e had given thanks, he gave it to them: And they all drank of it. And he 
(1id unto them, This is my blood of the New Teitament, which i; ihed for ma— 
ny. Verily, I ſay unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine until 
that day ther 1 drink it new. in the kingdom ot God's. 


St CT. 2. The abuſe of this ſacred inſtitution among the Corinthians cor- 
rected by the apoſile Paul. 


Now in this, that I declare unto you, I praiſe you not, that you come toge— 
ther not for the better,,but for the worſe* When ye come together therefore 
into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's ſupper. For in eating, every one 
tuneth before another his own ſupper ;. and one is hungry, and another is drun— 
ken, What, have ye not houſes to eat and to drink in? or defpiſe ye the church 
of God, and ſhame them that have not? What ſhall I fay to you ? ſhall I praiſe 
you in this? I praiſe you not. For I have received of the Lord, that which 
alo I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which he was 
betrayed, took bread ; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, 
T.ke, eat; this is my body broken for you; this do in remembrance of me. 
After the ſame manner alſo, he took the cup, when he had ſupped, faying, This 
cup is the New Teſtament in my blood; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re— 
membrance of me. For, as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do ſkew the Lord's death till he come b. The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it 
not the communion of the blood of Chriſt ? The bread which we break,1s it not 
the communion ot the body of Chriſt? For we being many, are one bread, and 
one body; for we are all partakers of that one bread e. I would not that ye 
ſbauld have fellowſhip with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and 
the cup of devils. Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table 
ot devilsd, Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the 
Lord unworthily; ſhall he guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let. a 
man examine himſelf, and fo let him cat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 

| For 


Matth. xxvi. 26,—29, f Luke xxil. 19, 20. Merk xiv. 22, —25. 


$ 2, 8 I Cor, xi. 17. b I Cor, xi. 20, 20 1 Cor. X. 16, 17. d I Cor. X. 20, 21. 
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For he that cateth and drinketh unworthily, catcth and drinketh damnation ( 
judgment) to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's body. For this cauſe many 
weak and ſickly among you, and many flecp *, 


ar 
ale 


A note concerning the frequent celebration of this holy ordinance. 


« From many paſſages in the New Teſtament, it ſeems probable, that the pn. 
mitive Chriſtians celebrated the Lord's Supper, every time they met for pu- 
blic worſhip; or at leaſt every Lord's day. We are confirmed in this by the 
well known paſſage in one of Pliny's epiſtles to Trajan :—* Soliti ſtato die 
ante lucem convenirez carmenque Chritto, quaſi Deo, dicere ſecum invicey,. 
Seque ſacramento, non in ſcelus aliquod obſtringere; fed ne furta, ne lt. 
nia, ne adulteria committerent ; ne fidem fallerent, ne depoſitum adpellati h. 
negarent. Quibus peractis, morem ſibi diſcedendi fuiſſe, rurſuſque cocyn; 
ad capicndum cibum promiſcuum, tamen et innoxium.““ Perhaps this paß 
led ſome of the fathers to call the Lord's Supper by the name of a Sack. 
MINT. Though this is a word not found in ſeripture, yet it cannot be though 
improper as, in the Roman tile, it ſignified a molt ſolemn and inviolable en. 
gazement.“ 


A RT. 


* 1 Cor. xi. 29,-30. 


* They uſed to meet on a certain ſtated day before it was light, and addreſſed 


« themſelves in a form; of prayer to Chriſt, as to ſome God, binding themſelves by a fo. 
« lemn. oath, not for the purpoſes of any wicked deſign, but never to commit any 
6% fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falſify their word, nor deny a truſt when they 
£ ſhould be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their cuſtom to ſeparate, 
* and then re- aſſemble to cat in common a harmleſs meal.“ 


. 


r rn 


3x c T. 1. Oaths and vows are conſidered as acts of worſhip, 2. In theſe acts 
the ſtricteſt regard to truth is required by the all-ſeeing God. 3. Oaths in 
ordinary converſation are expreſoly prohibited by our Lord Jeſus. 4. Law- 
ful vows or promiſſory oaths bind the ſoul, and cannot be retracted. 5. This 
illuſtrated by the purpoſes of the ſervants of God, —The examples of Joſhua 
and the princes of Iſrael, 


SECT. 1. Oaths and vows are conſidered as acts of worſhip. 


HOU ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord 
T will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain *®. Thou ſhalt fear 
the Lord thy God; him ſhalt thou ſerve, and to him ſhalt thou cleave, and ſwear 
by his name; he is thy praiſe, and he is thy God*, And thou ſhalt ſwear, the 
Lord liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteouſneſs e. For men verily {wear 
by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of all ſtrife 9, 


SECT. 2. In theſe acts the ſirideſt regard to truth is required by the all- 
ſeeing God. 


Tnvs faith the Lord God, He who bleſſeth himſelf in the earth, ſhall bleſs 
himſelf in the God of truth; and he that ſweareth in the earth, ſhall ſwear by 
the God of truth. For ! have ſworn by myſelf, the word is gone out of my 
mouth in righteouſneſs, and ſhall not return, that unto me every knee ſhall bow, 
every tongue ſhall ſwear d. Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do; ſpeak ye 
every man the truth to his neighbour ; execute the judgment of truth and peace 
in your gates; and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts againſt his neigh- 
bour; and love no falſe oath; for all theſe are things that J hate, ſaith the Lord*, 
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour a. And ye ſhall not 

Fff {wear 


$ 1, * Exod, xx. 7. d Deut. x. 20, 21. e Jer. iv. 2. 4 Heb. vi. 16. 
+ 2. ® Ila, Ixv. 13, 16, v Iſa. xlv. 23. Zech. viii. 16, 17. 4 Exod. xx. 16, 
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ſwerr by my name falſely; neither ſhalt thou profane the name of thy Gu 
Be not a witneſs againlt thy brother without cauſe; and deceive not With i | 
lips“. The curſe gocth forth over the face ot the whole earth for eVcry 45 
that {tealeth fall be cut off; and every one that ſweareth ſhall be cut off, | 
will bring it forth, faith the Lord of hotts, and it ſhall enter into the houſe 67 
the thick, and into the houſe of him that ſweareth falſely by my name; 4nd :: 
ſhui] remain in the midtt of his houſe, and ſhall conſume it, with the tink 
thercof, and the ſtones thereot*, Thus ſaith the Lord God, as! live, farets 
mine oath that he hath deſpiſed, and my covenant that he hath broken, eren! 
will I recompenle upon his own head“. Hear ye this, O houſe of Jacob, which 
are called by the name of Ifracl, and are come forth out of the waters oj 11 1,. 
which ſwear by the name of the Lord, and make mention of the God of Mia 
but not in truth, nor in righteouſneſs*, And though they ſay, The Lord lireth, 
ſurcly they (wear falſely *, Will ye ſteal, murder, and commit adultery, ap; 
ſwear fallely; and come and ſtand before me in this houſe, which is called be 
my name 1? Behold, | will come ncar to you to judgment; and I will he fal 
witneis againi! the ſorcerers, and againſt the adulterers, and againſt falſe fer. 
c, and againſt thoſe that fear not me, ſaith the Lord u. 


SECT, 3. Oaths in our ordinary converſation are expreſ; ly prohibitedby our 
Lord Feſus, 


Ye have heard that it hath been ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſhalt nc: 
forſwear thytelt, but fall perform unto the Lord thine oaths. But I ſay unto 
you, SWCar not at all; neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the 
carth, for it is his footſtool; neither by Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. Neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head; becauſe thou canſt not make one 
hair white or black. But let your communication be yea, yea; nay, nay ; tor 
whatſoever is more than thele cometh of evil“. Wo unto you, ye blind guide; 
winch iy, Whoſocver hall ſwear by the temple, it is nothing; but whoſoever 
ſhuil ſwear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor. Ye tools and blind; for 
wiicther 1+ greater the gold, or the temple that ſanctiſieth the gold? And who- 
ſoever ſhall {wear by the altar, it is nothing; but whoſoever ſweareth by the yi! 
that is apon it, he is guilty. Ye tools and blind, for whether is greater, the gt, 
or the altar that ſaactitieth the gift? Whoſo therefore ſhall ſwear by the altar, 
{ſwcureth by 4t, and by all things thereon. And whoſoever ſhall ſwear by the 
temple, ſweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein o; and he that fil 


7 . 
wear 
Lev. xix. 12. f Prov. xxiv. 28, g Zech. v. 3, 4. un Ezek. xvii. 19. 


j 1ia A 111. Il. * Jer. v. 2. 1 Jer. vii. 9, 10. m Mal. Ill, I, 5. 


§ 3. Matth. v. 33,—37. Matth. xxiii. 16,—21. 
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(year by heaven, ſweareth by the throne of God, and by him that fitteth there— 


on ©» ; 
Above all things, my brethren, ſwear not; neither by heaven, neither by 


he earth, neither 65 any other oath, But let your yea be yea, and your nay 
| [cit ye fall into condemnation 0, 
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Gr CT. 4. Larwful vows or promiſſory oaths bind the ſoul, and cannot be re- 
tracted, 


Tais is the thing which the Lord hath commanded, If a man vow a vow un- 
to the Lord, or ſwear an oath to bind his ſoul with a bond; he ſhall not break 
his word; he ſhall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth. 1t a 
woman alſo vow a vow unto the Lord, and bind herſelf by a bond, being in her 
ſather's houſe, in her youth; and her father hear her vow, and her bond where- 
with {he hath bound her ſoul, and her father ſhall hold his peace at her; then 
all her vows ſhall ſtand, and every bond wherewith ſie hath bound her ſoul, ſhall 
tand. But if her father diſallow her, in the day that he hearcth ; not any of her 
vows, or of her bonds wherewith ſhe hath bound her ſoul, ſhall ſtand. And the 
Lord ſhall forgive her, becauſe her father difallowed her * *. When thou ſhalt 
vow a vow unto the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt not ſlack to pay it; for the Lord 
thy God will ſurely require it of thee; and it would be fin in thee. But if thou 
ſult forbear to vow, it ſhall be no fin in thee. That which is gone out of thy 
lips, thou ſhalt Keep and perform; even a free-will offering, according as thou 
hlt vowed unto the Lord thy God, which thou haſt promiſed with thy mouth b. 
kcep thy foot when thou goeſt to the houſe of God, and be more ready to ncar, 
than to give the ſacrifice of fools; for they conſider not that they do evil. Be 
not raſh with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be haſty to utter any thing be- 
fore God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth; therefore let thy words 
ve few ©, When thou vowelt a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath 
no pleaſure in fools ; pay that which thou haſt vowed. Better it is that thou 
ſmouldſt not vow, than that thou ſhouldſt vow and not pay. Suffer not thy 
mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to ſin, neither ſay thou before the angel, that it was an 
error. Whereforc ſhould God be angry at thy voice, and dettroy the work of 
thine hands *? It is a ſnare to the man who devourcth that which is holy ; and 
after vows to make enquiry ©, Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God; let all 
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Matth. xxiii. 22. « James v. 12. 
4. Num xxx. 1,—5, b Deut. xxili. 21, 22, 23. Eccleſ. v. 1, 2. Eccleſ. v. 4,556, 
Prov. XX. 25. 
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that be round about him, bring preſents unto him that ought to be feared c 


Judah, keep thy ſolemn feaſts, perform thy vows s. 1 


SECT. 5. This illuſtrated by the purpoſes of the ſervants of Gad. 


Log, remember David in all his afflictions; how he ſware unto the Lord, 
and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob *. Thy vows are upon me, O God: 
I will render praiſes unto thee d. I will go into thy houſe with burnt offeringz; 
I will pay thee my vows, which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath foo- 
ken when I was in trouble -, What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all hi; he. 
neſits towards me? I will take the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name ot 
the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord, now in the preſence of all hi; 
people d; in the courts of the Lord's houſe, in the midit of thee, O Jeruſalem, 
I have ſworn, and I will perform it, that I will Keep thy righteous judgment; c, 
For thou, O God, haſt heard my vows; thou haſt given me the heritage gf 
thoſe that fear thy names, I will pay that that I have vowed: Salvation i; 
of the Lord", Thou ſhalt make thy prayer unto him, and he ſhall hear thee, 
and thou ſhalt pay thy vows i, They ſhall vow a vow unto the Lord, and per 
form it *. O prepare mercy and truth; ſo will I ſing praiſe unto thy name 
for ever, that I may daily perform my vows!. 


Of the examples of Foſhua, and the Princes of Iſrael. 


Josua, with the princes of Iſrael, give us a noble example of that ſtric 
regard which ought to be paid to oaths and vows. When they had {worn to 
{© the Gibeonites, and the deceit of that people was diſcovered ; we are told, 
The children of Iſrael ſmote them not; becauſe the princes of the congregati- 
on had ſworn unto them by the Lord God of Iſrael. And all the congregation 
mur mured againſt the princes ; but all the princes ſaid unto all the congregutt 
on, We have ſworn unto them by the Lord Godof Iſrael; now theretore we 
may nut touch them; This we will do ro them, we will even let them live, lctt 

wrath be upon us, becauſe of the oath which we {ware unto them'. 


ART 
t Pſal. lzxvi. 11. & Nah. i. 15. 
$5 5. Plal. caxx'1, 1, 2. b Pal. loi. 12. © Pfal. Izvi. 13, 14. a Pfal. cxvi. 12, 13, 1: 
e Plal. czvi 19. f Plal cxix. 106. 4 Plal. Ix. 5 b Jonah ii. 9, 
Job axii. 27. * Ila. xix. 21. 1 Pal. Ixi. 7, 8. 


* Joſhua ix. 18, 19, 20. 
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Of au open and ſteady Profeſſion of our Faith, and of our Devotions to oF 
' Gop and SavlOUR. 


ec r. 1. To this duty the true worſhippers of God are ſolemnly called. 2. Such 
an open profeſſion is indiſpenſibly required of all the diſciples of our Lord Je- 
ſas. 3. The ſubject illuſtrated by the purpoſes of the ſaints. The examples of 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, of Danicl, of Jeremiah, and of the Apo- 
peter, John, and Paul. 


SECT. 1. Tothis duty the true worſhippers of God are ſolemnly called. 
Mi. a joyful noiſe unto God, all ye lands. Sing forth the honour of his 


name; make his praiſe glorious a. Give thanks unto the Lord, call up- 
on his name, make known his deeds among the people d. Sing unto the Lord 
all the earth; ſhew forth from day to day his ſalvation, Declare his glory a- 
mong the heathen ; his marvellous works among all nations ©. O bleſs our God, 
ye people, and make the voice of his praiſe to be heard; which holdeth our ſou! 
in e, and ſuffereth not our feet to be moved ©, Give ear, O ye heavens, and 
| will ſpeak 3 hear, O earth the words of my mouth ©; becauſe I will publiſh the 
name of the Lord ; afcribe ye greatneſs unto our God f, Come and hear, all ye 
that tear God, and I will declare what the Lord hath done for my ſoul. I cried 
wo him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongues, I will declare 
tor ever; I will fing praiſes to the God of Jacob'. 

Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let 
the mighty-man glory in his might ; let not the rich man glory in his riches : 
But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exerciſe loving-kindnels, judgment, and righteouſneſs 
in the earth; for in theſe things 1 delight, ſaith the Lord And I will ſend 
amo the nations, to Tarſhiſh, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and 
Javan, to the iſles afar off, that have not heard of my fame, neither have ſeen 


my 


+1, + Pſal. Ixvi. 1, 2. b x1 Chron. xvi. 8. e 1 Chron, xvi 23, 24, 4 Pſal. lzvi. 8, 9. 
Deut. xxxii. 1. Deut. xxxil. 3. 4 Pſal. Ixvi. 16, 17. „ Plal, Izzy. 9. 
I Jer. ix. 235 24+ 
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my glory ; and they ſhall declare my glory among the Gentiles . Ay the 
ſhalt rejoice in the Lord and ſhalt glory in the holy One of Iſrael ', Declare a 
tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth; ſay ye, The Lord hath teten 
his ſervant Jacob u. Surely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I righteoufngt a 
{trength, even to him ſhall men come; and all that are incenſed againi} him un 
be aſhamed ; in the Lord ſhall all the feed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall 50 


SET. 2. Such an open profeſſion is indiſpenſibly required of all the diſe 
of our Lord Feſus., 


ler 


AND when Feſus had called the people unto him, with his diſciples alſo, he 
faid unto them, Whoſocver will come after me, let him deny himſelt, and take 
up his croſs and follow me. For whoſoever will fave his life ſhall loſe it; 
but whoſoever ſhall loſe his life for my ſake, and the goſpel's, the ſame ſal! th 
it. For what ſhall it profit a man, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and los. his 
own ſoul? orwhat ſhall a man give in exchange for his foul? Whoſoever there 
mall be aſhamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous and ſinful generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of hi; 
Father, with the holy angels“. Whoſoever therefore ſhall conteſs me before 
men, him will I confeſs alſo before my Father which is in heaven. But whyſ,. 
ever ſhall deny me before men, him will I alſo deny before my Father which i; 
in heaven d. Nevertheleſs, among the chief rulers allo, many believed on bim: 
but becauſe of the phariſees, they did not confeſs him, left they thould be put our 
of the ſynagogue; for they loved the praiſe of men, more than the praiſe c- 
God e. 

Jeſus, that he might ſanctify the people with his own blood, ſuffered withou: 
the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his re- 
proach o. Rejoice in as much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings; that 
when his glory ſhall . :evealed, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy. Ie 
be reproached for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye, for the Spirit of glory nd 
of God reſteth upon you ©. If any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not be «- 
ſhamed ; but let him glorify God in this behalf t. God forbid, that [ ſhould g- 
ry, ſave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the world is cruciticd 
unte me, and I unto the worlds. Be not thou therefore aſhamed of the tet 
mvi'y of our Lord, nor of me his priſoner b. For Jam not aſhamed of the gol! 
of Chriſt ; for it is the power of God unto falyation, to every one that beſe. 

| VcL!l 


* Iſa. Izvi. 19. 1 fa, xli. 16. m Ta, xlviii. 20. » Iſa. xlv. 23, 23. 


8 2. a Mark Viile 34,—38, b Marth. x. 327 33. c John X11. 42, 43. 4 Heb. Lili. 125 13. 
1 Pet. Ive 13, 14. f 1 Pet, iv. 16, 2 Gal. vi. 14. b 2 Tim. i. &. 
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And we have ſeen and do teſtify, that the Father ſent the Son to be the 
Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, 
God dwelleth in him, and he in God ©. It is a faithful ſaying; ſor if we be dead 
with him, WE ſhall alſo live with him; if we {uffer, we ſhall alſo reign with 


Vn; it we deny him, he will allo deny us!. 


Say not in thine heart, Who 


all aſcend into heaven? or who ſhall deſcend into the deep? The word is 
niah thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that is the word of faith which 
* preach, that if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jcſus, and ſhalt 
e in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou fhult be ſu 

For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with the 
mouth confeſſion 1s made unto falvation”. /herefore carneſtly contend for 


believ 


ved. 


hc faith which was once delivered unto the ſaints"; 


Fight the good fight of 


{ith; lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art alſo called, and haſt profeſſed 


yy 
is 


od profeſlion before many witneſles 9, 
To the angel of the church in Pergamus, write, I know thy works, and where 


thou dwelleſt, even where Satan's ſeat is; and thou holdeſt faſt my name, and 
alt not denied my faith, even in thoſe days wherein Antipas was my faithful 
martyr, who was {lain among you, where Satan dwelleth. Hold fait till T come. 
le that overcometh, the ſame ſhall be clothed in white ruiment; and I will not 
blot out his name out of the book ot lite, but I will confeſs his name before my 


Father, aud before his angels“. 


SECT. 3. This ſubjed illuſtrated by the purpoſes of the ſaints, 


Tu proud have had me greatly in deriſion; yet have I not declined from 
thy law *. O God thou halt taught me from my youth; and hitherto have I de- 


clucd thy wondrous works. 


Now alſo when I am old and prey-hcaded, for— 


ſuke me not; until I have ſhewed thy {trength unto this generation, and thy 
I will waſh mine hands in innocency ; 


power to every one that is to come ©. 
ſo will I compaſs thine altar, O Lord; that I may publiſh with the voice of 


th:nkſpiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works ©, I will declare thy name un— 
to my bretheen; in the midſt of the congregation will I praife thee d. With my 


lips have I 
monies alſo before kings, and will not be aſhamed f. 


3-2, 


i Rom, i. 16. 


1 Jude * 


ph cxix. 51. 
* Plal, cxix, 13. 


k 1 John iv. 14, 15. 
* I Tim. vi. 12. 


b Pſal Ixxi. 17, 18. 
f Pſal. cxix. 46. 


12 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 
P Rev. ii. 12, 13, 25. 


Pal. xxvi. 6, 7. 


..ared all the judgments of thy mouth *, * I will ſpeak of thy teſti— 
My tongue ſhall ſpeak of 


thy 


= Rom. > 6, —10, 


4 Pſal. xxii. 22. 
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y word for all thy commandments are righteouſneſs 8. I have Put my truſt 
11 the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works". We will not hide the 
'rom their children, ſhewing to the generation to come, the praiſes of the L 


L 
and his ſtrength, and his wonderful works that he hath done!. * 


Examples of Shadrach, Meſhach, &c. 


ATIs ſubject may be further illuſtrated, by quoting a few of the noble ex. 
«© amples on ſacred record, of theſe ſaints who adhered to the proleſſion of thei 
{© faith in the greateſt extremities. Remarkable to this purpoſe was the bel. 
4 yiour of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego; when commanded to worthip 
{© the image which Nebuchadnezzar had ſet up.” They anſwered and ſal, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, We are not careful to anſwer thee in this matter. If jt be lo, 
our God whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us from the burning hery furnace; 
and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, 
O king, that we will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden image which 
thou haſt ſet up*. ©* Daniel acted with the ſame firmneſs, when Darius had pro- 
„ hibited prayer“ When Daniel kncw, that che writing was ſigned, he went 
into his houſe; and his windows being open in his chamber towards Jeruſalem, 
kneeled upon his knees three times 2-day, and prayed, and gave thanks belote 
his God as aforetime vd. The ſame iteady mind appeared in Jeremiah, wicn 
e threatned, if he ſhould continue to propheſy againit Jeruſalem.” Then lpcc 
Jeremiah to all the princes, and to all the people, ſaying, The Lord ſent ie to 
propheſy againſt this houſe, and againit this city, all the words ye have heard, 
As for me, behold I am in your hand, do with me, as ſcemeth good and mcet 
unto you“. 


«© W1TH what a noble fortitude were the apoſtles inſpired, in bearing witne* 
& to the name of Jeſus? When Peter and john were commanded by the Sunke- 
drim,“ not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus ; they anſwered, Wie- 
ther it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye. For we cannot but ſpeak the things which we have ſeen and heard. And 
they ſaid, We ought to obey God rather than men . * The ſame unſhuken 


firmnels 
* Pſal. cxix. 172. | » Pal. Ixxiii. 28. 1 Pſal, Ixxviii. 4. 


Dan. ii. 16, 17, 18. b Dan. vi. 10. Jer. xxvi. 12, 14. 


a Acts iv. 18, 19, 20, with chap. v. 29. 
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« firmneſs was conſpicuous in the Apoſtle Paul:“ I am ready, ſaid he, not only 
to be bound, but to die at Jeruſalem for the name of the Lord Jeſus d. And 


when he appeared before Felix and Feſtus, With undaunted boldneſs he ſays,” 


This I confeſs unto thee, that after the way which they call herely, ſo worihip 
] the God of my fathers ©. Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue 
unto this day witneſſing both to ſmall and great, ſaying none other things than 
thoſe which the prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come; that Chr'it ſhuuld 
ſuffer, and that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould riſe from the dead, and thould 
cw light unto the people, and to the Gentiles d. 


. 
Of TiMEs for WoRkRHI1P. 


A:T I. 


Of the SABBATH Day. 


Sec r. 1. The inſtitution of the Sabbath day. 2. The people of Iſrael are ſo- 
lemnly charged to obſerve that holy day with the utmoſt itrictnels. 3. Our 


Lord and Saviour's inſtructions on this head, Note concerning the Lord's 
day. 


Se cr. 1. The inſtitution of the Sabbath day. 


HF. heavens and the earth were finiſhed, and all the hoſt of them, on the 
/ixth day. And on the ſeventh day, God ended his work which he had 
made; and he reſted on the ſeventh day from all his work which he had made. 
A God bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſanctified it; becauſe that in it he had reſt- 
& om all his work which God created and made“. Remember the Sabbath 
dy to keep it holy, Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work; but the 


Ggg ſeventh 


ks 


Ads xxi. 13. e APs xxiv. 14. 4 Acts xxvi. 22, 23 


0 1. 6 Gen, ll, I, 25 Zo 
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— — 


418 Of the 6Racious PROPOSALS of Gop fo Mankind, PART y 


ſeventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou ſhalt not  ,, 
work, thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, nor thy maid. (e. 
vant, nor thy cattle, nor thy ſtranger that is within thy gates. For in 6x ths 
the Lord made heaven and carth, the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted 11 
ſeventh day; herefore the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath day, and hallowed its. ; 


3 ECT. 2. The people of Ijrael are ſolemnly charged to obſerve that hy 


ly day 
with the utmoſt ſtridtneſs. N 


A vp the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak thou unto the children 1; 
racl, ſaying, Verily my Sabbaths ye ſhall Keep; for it is a ſign between me ad 
you, throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord, that doth 
ſan*tify you. Ye ſhall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you. Exer 
one that defileth it, ſhall ſurely be put to death. For whoſoever doth any wor; 
therein, that ſoul ſhall be cut off from amongſt his people *. Six days may work 
be done, but in the ſeventh is the Sabbath of reſt, holy to the Lord; whoſocyc: 
doth any work on the Sabbath day, he ſhall ſurely be put to death. Where 
fore the children of Iſrael ſhall keep the Sabbath day, to obſerve the Sabbal 
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a ſign between me 
and the children of Iſrael for ever; for in ſix days the Lord made heaven and 
carth 3 and on the ſeventh day he reſted*, Six days thou ſhalt do thy work, 
and on the ſeventh thou ſhalt reſt; that thine ox and thine aſs may reſt; and 
the fon of thine handmaid, and the ſtranger may be refreſhed -. 

Thus faith the Lord, Take heed to yourſelves, and bear no burden on the 
Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jeruſalem. Neither carry forth | 
burden out of your houfes on the Sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but 
hallow the Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers a. And it ſhall come to 
paſs, it ye diligently hearken unto me, faith the Lord, to hallow the Sabbath 
day, to do no work therein; then ſhall there enter into the gates of this 
city, Kings and princes fitting on the throne of David, riding in chariots, an. 
on horſes, And they ſhall come from the cities of Judah, and from th: 
places about Jeruſalem, bringing burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, and meat-ofer- 
ings, and incenſe, and bringing ſacrifices of praiſe unto the houſe of the Lord. 
But if ye will not hearken unto me, to hallow the Sabbath day, and not to bear 
a burden, even entering, in at the gates of Jeruſalem on the Sabbath day, then 
will I Kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it ſhall devour the palaces of Jeri- 
lalem, and it ſhall not be quenched*. Bleſſed is the man that keepeth the $20 
bath day from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing evilf, For tw 
faith the Lord unto the cunuchs that keep my Sabbaths, and chooſe the thing 


that 
b Exod. xx. 8, — 11. 
© 2, A Exod. xxxi. 12 13, 14, U Exod. xxxi, 15,— 17. « Exod, xxili. 12. a Jer. xvil. 21, 22, 
ce Jer, xvii. 24 — 27. 7 Iſa. lei. 2. 
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that pleaſe me, and take hold of my covenant ; even unto them will I give in 
mine houſe, and within my walls, a Place and a name better than of ſons and 
Jaughters 3 1 will give them an everlaſting name that ſhall not be cut off es; and 
Iſo the ſons of the ſtranger that join themſelve, to the Lord to ſerve him, and 
to love the name of the Lord, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting 
it, and taketh hold of my covenant; even them will I bring to my holy moun- 
ain, and make them joyful in my houſe of prayer“. If thou turn away thy foot 
from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleaſure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath 
delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, and ſhall honour him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleafure, nor ſpeaking thine own words; 
then {halt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon 


the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father !, 


SE CT. 3. Our Lord and Saviour's inſtructions on this head. 


les vs went on the Sabbath day through the corn, and his diſciples were an 
ſnungted, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. But when the pha- 


iſees ſaw it, they faid unto him, Behold, thy diſciples do that which is not law- 


ful to do upon the Sabbath day. But he ſaid unto them, Have ye not read what 
D:vid did when he was an hungred, and they that were with him, how he en- 
tcred into the houſe of God, and did eat the ſhew-bread, which was not lawful 
for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the pricits ? 
Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days, the pricſts in the 
temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameleſs ? But J fay unto you, that in this 
place, is one greater than the temple. But if ye had known what this meaneth, 
[ will have mercy and not ſacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltlel; *, 
And he fd unto them, The Sabbath was made tor man, and not man for the 
Sabbath; therefore the Son of man is Loid allo of the Sabbath d. And when he 
was departed thence, he went into the ſynagogue. And behold there was a man 
wich had his hand withered ; and they aſked him, ſaying, Is it lawful to heal 
on tne Sabbath days? that they might accnſe him. And he ſaid unto them, 
Wai man ſhall there be among you that ſhall have one ſheep, and it fall into a 
pit on the Sabbath day, Will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How much 
then '% 4 man better than a ſheep? Wherefore it is law ful to do well on the Sab— 
b dy, Then ſaith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand; and he ſtretch— 
eat forth; and it was reſtored whole like as the other ©, 


Ggg 2 And 


r Jia Ivi. 4, 5. b Iſa. lvi. 6, 7. i Tfa. lviii. 13, 14. 


r Matth. xli. 1—7. b Mark 11. 27 28. 0 Matth. zi. 9.—13. 
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And behold, there was a woman which had a ſpirit of infirmity eighteen year: 
and was bowed together, and could in no wiſe lift up herſelf, And when Jeſus 
ſaw her, he called her to him, and ſaid unto her, Woman, thou art looſed from 
thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her; and immediately ſhe was made 
ſtrioht, and glorified God. And the ruler of the ſynagogue anſwered with in. 
die tion, becauſe Jeſus had healed on the Sabbath day, and ſaid unto the pc 
ple. There are tix days in which: men ouęht to work; in them therefore conte 
and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day. The Lord then anſwered him and 
ſaid. Thou hypocrite, Doth not cach one of you, on the Sabbath, looſe his gx 
or his aſs from the ſtall, and lead him away to watering ? and bought not this 
woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo! theſe (5, 
teen years, be leofed from this bond on the Sabbath-day ? And when hc hag 
ſaid theſe things, all his adverſaries were aſhamed d. 

There was a feaſt of the Jews, and Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem, And 1 cer 
tain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years * Icſus ſaith 
unto him, Riſe, take up thy bed, and walk. And immediately the man wi: 
made whole, and took up his bed, and walked ; and on the fame day was the 
Sabbath. The Jews therefore ſaid unto him that was cured, It is the Sabbath 
day; it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. He anſwered them, He that 
made me whole, the ſame ſaid unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk, Then 
aſked they him, What man 1s that which ſaid unto thee, Take up thy bed, and 


walk? And he that was healed wiſt not who it was. Afterwards Jeſus findeth 


him in the temple, and faid unto him, Behold thou art made whole; fin no more, 
leſt a worſe thing come unto thee. The man departed, and told the Jews, that 
it was Jeſus which had made him whole. And therefore did the Jews perſecute 
Jeſus, and ſought to ſlay him; becauſe he had done theſe things on the Sabbath. 
day t. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, I have done one work, and ye all 
marvel. Moſes theretore gave unto you circumciſion, (not becauſe it is of Mo- 
ſes, but of the fathers) and ye on the Sabbath day circumciſe a man. If a man 
on the Sabbath day receive circumciſion, that the law of Moſes ſhould not be 


broken; are ye angry at me, becauſe i have made a man every whit whole on 


the Sabbath day ? Judge not according to the appearance, but judge rightcous 
judgment #, | 


Note 


Luke xiii. 11,.—17. John v. 1, 5. f John v. 8.— 16. 8 John vii, 21,---24 
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Note concerning the Lord's Day. 


« BEFORE we leave this ſubject, it may be proper to obſerve, That the Sab- 


bath day, among the devout Iſraclites, was always conſidered as one of their 
„ moſt ſacred and valuable privileges. When the ſtrict obſervance of it was ene 


« joined by Moſes in the wilderneſs, the duty is urged trom this conſideration :” 
Scc, for that the Lord hath given you the Sabbath, therefore he giveth you on 
the ſixth day, the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no 
man go out of his place on the ſeventh day *. © Nehemiah records this holy 
« day as a diſtinguiſhing favour of God, requiring the trankſgiving and praiſes 
« of his people.“ Thou cameſt down alſo upon mount Sinai, and ſpakeſt with 
them from heaven, and madeſt known unto them thy holy Sabbath >. © And 
the prophet Ezekiel introduces the Almighty as repreting the unthankfulneſs 
of Ifracl.” Moreover alſo I gave them my Sabbaths, to be a ſign between 
me and them, that they might know that I am the Lord that ſanctify them. 
And my Sabbaths they greatly polluted e. 


« Tt is likewiſe to be obſerved, that, after the reſurrection and aſcenſion of our 
« Lord, the firſt day of the week was ſanctified as the Sabbath in place of the 
« ſeventh, as being the day whereon he aroſe from the dead. We may certainly 
« conclude, that it was by divine appointment, from the practice of the apoſtles 
« and of all the firſt chriſtian churches, who ſet apart that day for the worſhip 
« of God. On it we are called to remember Chriſt's reſurrection from the dead, 
in which it was declared, that the work of our redemption was compleated ; 
and to unite in our minds theſe two views or characters of God, Our Creator 


and our Redeemer x.“ 


A XK FT. 


Exod. xvi. 29. » Neh. ix. 13, 14. e Ezek. xx. 12, 13. 


See I Cor. xvi. 2. Rev. i. 10. and Pliny's Epiitle quoted in p. 408. 
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7 a 1 II. 
Of FasTs and FESTIVALS. 


Sx Cr. 1. Of religious faſting. 2. Of ſolemn feaſts in commemoration of ſip. 
nal mercies, 3. Of holy days and other ceremonials in worlhij, 


SECT. 1. Of religious faſting. « 


33 ye the trumpet in Zion, and ſound an alarm in my holy mountain; 
et all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord cometh: 
for it is nigh at hand. Cry loud, ſpare not, lift up thy voice like 2 trumpet, 
and ſhew my people their tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Jacob their fin. », 
Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeſt not? wherefore have we af. 
flicted our ſoul, and thou takeſt no knowledge © ? When ye taſted and mourn. 
cd, in the fifth and ſeventh month, did ye at all faſt to me, even to me“! 
Bchold, in the day of your faſt, ye find pleaſure, and exact all your labours. Be— 
hold ye faſt for ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs. Ye 
ſhall not falt as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Is it ſuch 
a faſt that I have choſen ? a day for a man to afflict his ſoul ? is it to bow down 
his head like a bulruſh ? and to ſpread ſackloth and aſhes under him? Wilt thou 
call this a faſt, and an acceptable day to the Lord? Is not this the faſt that! 
have choſen ? to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burdens, and 
to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Ts it not to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are caſt out, to thy 
houſe? when thou ſceſt the naked, that thou cover him. and that thou hide yot 
thyſelf from thine own fleſh*. Therefore alſo now, ſaith the Lord, turn ye 
even to me with all your heart, and with faſting and with weeping, and with 
monrning ; and rent your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your Godf, Blow the trumpet in Zion; ſanctify a faſt ; call a ſolemn al- 
ſembly ; gather the people; ſanctify the congregation ; aſſemble the elders; 
gather the children, and thoſe that ſack the breaſts; let the bridegroom £9 

forth 


51. Joel ii. t. b Ila. lvili. 1. e Iſa, Iviii, 3. 4 Zech. Vii. 5. 
e Iſa. lvili. 3,—7. f Joel ii. 12, 13. 
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forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her cloſet; let the prieſts, the mini- 
ters of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them lay, Spare 
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach. Then will the 
Lord be jealous for his land, and pity his peoples. Then ſhall thy light break 
forth as the morning, and thine health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; and thy righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall go before thee; the glory of the Lord ſhall be thy rereward, 
Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, 
Here I am. If thou take away from the midit of thee, the yoke, the putting 
forth the finger, and ſpeaking vanity; and if thou draw out thy ſoul to the hun- 
ery, and fatisfy the afflicted foul ; then ſhall thy light riſe in obſcurity, and thy 
darkneſs be as the noon-day. And the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and 
ſatisfy thy ſoul in drought, and make fat thy bones ; and thou ſhalt be like a wa- 
tered garden, and like a ſpring of water, whoſe waters fail not“. 

The Scribes and Phariſees ſaid unto Jeſus,” Why do the diſciples of John faſt 
often, and make prayers, and likewiſe the diſciples of the Phariſees ; but thine 
cat and drink? And he ſaid unto them, Can ye make the children of the bride- 
chamber faſt while the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come when 
the bridegroom ſhall be taken away from them, and then {ſhall they fait in thoſe 
diys'. Moreover, when ye faſt, be not as the hypocrites, of a ſad countenance, 
for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to faſt. Verily, I 
{xy unto you, they have their reward. But thou, when thou faſteſt, anoint thine 
head, and waſh thy face; that thou appear not unto men to fait, but unto thy 
Father which is in ſecret; and thy Father which ſecth in ſecret, ſhall reward 
the openly *®, 


Sr c T. 2. Of ſolemn feaſts in commemoration of ſignal mercies. 


On:trve the month Abib, and keep the paſſover unto the Lord thy God; 
for :n the month of Abib the Lord thy God brought thee forth out of Egypr 
by night*. ILhis day ſhall be unto you for a memorial; and you ſhall Keep it a 
ſcatt to the Lord, throughout your generations; you ſhall keep it a feaſt by an 

ordinance 


t Joel ii. 15,—18, b Ifa. lviii. 8, —- t. I Luke v. 33, 34, 35: * Matth. vi. 16, 17, 18, 


S3. Deut. xvi. 1. 


See more concerning faſts in the ſecond chapter of this part, , repentance, ſeveral 
* examples illuſtrating this ſabject. To which may be added, the faſt kept by Jcho- 
* thaphat in his extreme danger, and its happy effects, recorded 2 Chron. xx. 1---20. 


And that of Nehemiah, and of Ezra, recorded Neh. ix. 1, 2, 3. and Ezra viii. 
94 21.“ 
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ordinance for ever vd. And ye ſhall rejoice before the Lord your God, ye, and 
your ſons, and your daughters, and your man-ſervants, and your maid-fery;1, 
and the Levite that is within your gates e. And thou ſhalt keep the tcait of weeks 
| unto the Lord thy God, with a tribute of a free-will offering of ti ine has 
which thou ſhalt give unto the Lord thy God, according as the Lor thy C q 
| hath bleſſed thee. Thou ſhalt obſerve the feaſt of tabernacles {even days z ad 
ö thou ſhalt rcjoice in thy feaſt, thou, and thy fon, and thy daughter, and ly 
15 man- ſervant, and thy maid-ſervant, and the Levite, the ſtranger, and ther. 
| leſs, and the widow, that are within thy gates. Seven days ihalt thou ccp a 
| ſolemn feaſt unto the Lord thy God; becauſe the Lord thy God zuall biete (e 
ö in all thy increafe, and in all the works of thine hands; therefore thou {li | 

0 ly rejoice e. This day is holy unto the Lord your God, mourn not noi wech. 
1 Go your way, cat the fat, and drink the ſweet, and ſend portions unto they, r 
whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy unto our Lord; neith be \ ou 
ſorry, for the joy of the Lord is your ſtrength f“. 

They that gladly received the word were baptized. And they continued ned. 
faſtly in the apottles doctrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking oi bread, and in 
prayers 5. And they continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and bre &. 
in bread from houſe to houſe, did cat their meat with gladneſs and ſinglenels o- 
heart, praiſing God, and having favour with all the people “. 


_ — 


* — 
—— ( æÄAÄVA — — — —-— —— 


ä—— — — 


— —— — 7 Poe _ 
2 — 1 om = 2— mm 
- A — a — 
— — — — 


SECT. 3. Of holy days, and other ceremonials in worſhip, 


O rooL1sn Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye ſhould not obcy the 
truth? Now attcr ye have known God, or rather are known of God, ly 
turn ye again to the week and beggarly elements, whereunto ye defiic 4- 
gain to be in bondage? Ye obſerve days, and months, and times, and ycars. ! 
am fraid of you, lett T have beitowed upon you labour in vain bd. Whercfore if 
ye be dead with Chrilt from the rudiments of this world; why, as though living 
in the world, are ye ſubject to ordinances *, after the commandments and doc 
trines of men“? Him that is weak in faith, receive you; but not to doubtiul 
diſputations. For one bclieveth that he may cat all things; another who is wel, 
eateth herbs. Let not him that cateth deſpiſe him that cateth not; and let not 
him which catcth not, judge him that cateth; For God hath received tin. 
Who art thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant ? to his own matter he 1tnc«} 

0! 


 b- Exod. 211. 14. e Deut. x11 12. 4 Deut. xvi. 10. e Deut. xvi. 13, 14, . 
f Neh. viii. 9, 10. s Acts ii. 4t, 42. b Acts ii. 46, 47. 


'$ 3. Gal. iii. 1, Gal. iv. 9, , 11. Col. ii. 20. 4 Col. ii 22. 


cc See the inſtitution of the feaſt of Eſther, Eſth. ix. 17, 18, 19, 21, 22.“ 
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or falleth 3 yea he ſhall be holden up; for God is able to make him and. One 
man eſteemeth one day above other; another eſteemeth every day alike, Let 
every man be full perſwaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, re- 
gardeth jt unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he 
goth not regard it. He that cateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God 
thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God 
thanks e. But why doſt thou judge thy brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought 
thy brother? for we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt c, So then 
every one of us ſhall give an account of himſelt to God. Let us not therefore 
judge one another any more; but judge this rather, that no man put a ſtumbling 
block, or an occaſion to fall in his brother's ways. For the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
For he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable to God and approved of 
men, Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another*. Haſt thou faith? have it to thyſelf before 
God. Happy is he that condemneth not himſelf in that thing which he alloweth. 
And he that doubteth, is damned if he eat; becauſe he eateth not of faith ; for 
whatſoever is not of faith is ſin!. Let no man therefore judge you in meat or in 
drink, or in reſpect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath- 
days; which are a ſhadow of things to come; but the body is of Chriſt, Let 
no ian beguile you of your reward, in a voluntary humility, and worſhipping of 
angels, inmtruding into thoſe things which he hath not ſeen, vainly puffed up by 
his flethly mind *, 


H h h er. 


* Rom. xiv. 1, —6. f Rom. xiv. 10. & Rom» XIV. 12, 13. b Rom, xiv, 17, 18, 19, 
Rom. xiv, 22, 23. * Col. it, 16, 17, 18. 
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r 
nir 44 2:4 $6 


SECT. 1. The people of God are called to aſſemble, and join together in ws. 


thip. 2. In theſe religious congregations, order and regularity are «dfoluccl 
requiſite, 


SECT. 1. The people of God are called to aſſemble, and join together in 
worſhip. 


MI ES wrote the law, and delivered it to the prieſts the ſons of Levi, and 

commanded them, ſaying, When all Iſrael is come to appear before the 
Lord thy God, in the place which he ſhall chooſe; thou ſhalt read this law be. 
tore all Iſrael in their hearing. Gather the people together, men, and women, 
and children, and thy ſtranger that is within thy gates; that they may her 
and that they may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve to do all the 


words of this law); and that their children which have not known any thing, 


may hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as ye live“. 

And all the people gathered themſelves together as one man, and they ſpake 
unto Ezra the ſcribe, to bring the book of the law of Moſes, which the Lord had 
commanded to Iſrael. And Ezra the prieſt brought the law before the congre- 
gation, both men and women, and all that could hear with underſtanding, and 
he read therein from the morning until mid-day, before the men and the wonien, 
and thoſe that could underſtand ; and the cars of all the people were attentive 
to the book of the law. And Ezra the ſcribe ſtood upon a pulpit of wood, which 
they had made for the purpoſe, And Ezra opened the book in the ſight 0! 
all the people ; and when he opened it, all the people ſtood up; and Ezra 
bleſſed the Lord, the great God ; and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up their hands; and they bowed their heads, and worſhipped the 
Lord, with their faces to the ground. Alſo the Levites cauſed the people to u- 
deritand the law; and the people ſtood in their place d. They that gladly rece!- 
ved his word were baptized ; and they continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles doc: 


trine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread and in pray ers . And upon the 
| firit 


$ 1, Deut. xxxi. 9, —13- b Net, vii, 1,971 c ARs ii. 41, 42. 
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rr day of the week, when the diſciples came together to break bread, Paul 
preaches unto them 4. Let us conſider one another, to provoke unto love and 
to good works; not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the man— 
Fa of ſome is, but exhorting one another *, 


Sc r. 2. In theſe religious congregations, order and regularity are abſy- 
lutely requiſite. 


Now in this that I declare unto you, I praife you not, that you come toge- 
tet not for the better, but for the worſe. For firſt of all, when ye come to— 
gether in the church, I hear that there be diviſions among you; and I partly be- 
lieve it?. If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and 
all ſpeak with tongues, and there come in thoſe that are unlcarned, or unbelic- 
vers, will they not ſay, that ye are mad? but if all propheſy, and there come in 
one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of 
all. And thus are the ſecrets of his heart made manifeſt ; and fo falling down 
on his face he will worthip God, and report that God is in you of a truth. How 
js it then, brethren ? when ye come together, every one of you hath a pſalm, 
hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let 
all things be done to ediſying d; that ye come not together into condemnation ©, 
If any man ſpeak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the molt by 
three; and that by courſe; and let one interpret. But if there be no interpre- 
ter, let him keep ſilence in the church; and let him ſpeak to himſelf and to 
God a. For God is not the author of confuſion, but of peace, as in all churchc: 
of the ſaints . Let all things be done decently and in order . 
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Acts xx. 7. * Heb. x. 24, 25. 
$2, 1 Cor xi. 17, 18. b x Cor. xiv. 24,26 1 Cor, xi. 34. 4 1 Cor, xiv. 27, 28. 
* 1 Cor, xiv. 33. f 1 Cor. xiv, 40. 
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F PLACES of W.04524-7-75 


SECT, 1. Of places appointed for worſhip under the law. 2. By the goſpe! 
every one in every place is allowed and invited to draw near to God, 


SE T. 1. Of places appointed for worſhip under the lato. 


ND the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak unto the children of Iſrael, 

that they bring me an offering*. And let them make me a ſanctuary, 

that I may dwell amonytt them. According to all that I thew thee, after the 

pattern of the tabcrnacle, and the pattern of all the inſtruments thereof, even % 

ſhall ye make it bd. And there will I meet with thee, and will commune with 
thee from above the mercy-ſeat, from between the cherubims ©. 

And Solomon ſent to Hiram the king of Tyre, ſaying, Behold, I build an 
houſe to the name of the Lord my God, to dedicate it to him, and to burn be- 
fore him ſweet incenſe, and tor the continual ſhew-bread, and for the burnt-of- 
ferings morning and evening, on the Sabbaths, and on the new-moons, and on 
the ſolemn teaſts ot the Lord our God. And the houſe which 1 build is great; 
for great is our God above all gods. But who is able to build him an hc ule, ſce- 
ing the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain him? Who am I then that 
I ſhould build him an houſe, fave only to burn ſacrifice before him 4 

Thus faith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footſtoo!; 
where is the houſe that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my ret! 
for all theſe hath mine hand made, faith the Lord © Yet the Lord hath cholen 
Zion; he hath deſired it for his habitation. This is my rett for ever; here will 
I dwell, for I have deſired it. I will abundantly bleſs her proviſion ; I will fi- 
tisfy her poor with bread. I will alſo clothe her prieſts with ſalvation; and her 
ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy. There will I make the horn of David to bud; 
J have ordained a lamp for mine anointed t. 

And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and (tid unto him, I have heard 


thy prayer, and have choſen this place to myſelt ior an houſe of facrifice *. Now 
unne 


$ 1, © Exod. xxv. f, 2, d Exod. xxv. 8, 9. Did xiv. 2 4 2 Chron. ii. 3 
Iſa. vi. 1, 2. f Plal, cxxxil. 13,17, s 2 Clron, vu. 12, 
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wine eyes ſhall be open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer that is made in 
this place. For now have I choſen and ſantitied this houſe, that my name may 


be there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart ſhall be there perpetually *. 


Scr. 2. By the goſpel every one in every place is allowed, and invited to 
draw near to God. 


Tut woman of Samaria faith unto Jeſus, Sir, I perceive that thou art a pro- 
phet. Our fathers worſhipped in this mountain; and ye ſay that in Jeruſalem 
is the place where men ought to worſhip. Jeſus ſaith unto her, Woman, believe 
me, the hour cometh, when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jcruſa- 
lem worſhip the Father. Ye worſhip ye know not what. We know what we 
worſhip ; for ſalvation is of the Jews. Bur the hour cometh and now is, when 
the true worſhippers ſhall worlhip the Father in ſpirit aud in truth; for the Fa— 
ther ſceketh ſuch to worſhip him. And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoever 
(al! e on the name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved d. Of a truth, God is no re- 
{peter ot perſons 3 but in every nation, he that feareth him and worketh righ- 
teou'neſs is accepted with him ©, For there is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek; for the ſame Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him. For 
ye are all the children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus*. There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female; for 
yc are all one in Chriſt Jeſus f. There is neither circumciſion nor uncircumciſion, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but Chriſt is all and in alls. For the ſame 
Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him; for whoſoever ſhall call upon 
the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved". Where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in my name, there am I in the midſt of them“. 


SECT: 
» 2 Chron. vii. 15, 16. 
92. John iv. 19,23. „Acts ii. 21. e Acts x. 34, 35. 4 Rom. x. 12. 
Gal. iii. 26. f Gal, iii. 28, s Col, iii. 11. b Rom, x. 12, 13. 
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K 


Of Things which ſeparate from Gon, and render our Worsn ip wy. 
ceprable, 


SECT. 1. Of vice and wickedneſs, as ſeparating us from God. 2, Of hypocri- 
ſy, as highly provoking to him. 3. A due ſenſe of this expreſſed in pr yer 
o God, 


SECT. 1. Of vice and wickedneſs, as ſeparating us from God, 


Son honoureth his father, and a ſervant his maſter ; if then I be a father, 
where is mine honour” and if I be a maſter, where is my fear ? (ith 
the Lord of hoſts unto you, O prieſts, that deſpiſe my name; and ye ſay, where- 
in have we deſpiſed thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and 
ye ſay, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye ſay, the table of the Lord 
is contemptible. If ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, is it not evil? And if ye ol 
fer the lame and ſick, is it not evil? Offer it now unto thy governor, will hc 
be pleaſed with thee, or accept thy perſon? ſaith the Lord of hoſts*, le 
ſaid alſo, Behold what a wearineſs is it; and ye brought that which was torn, 
and the lame, and the ſick ; thus ye brought an offering; ſhould I accept thi 
of your hands? ſaith the Lord. But curſed be the deceiver which hath in hi; 
flock a male, and voweth, and ſacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing b. He 
that killeth an ox, is as he flew a man; he that ſacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut 
off a dog's neck; and he that offercth an oblation, as if he offered ſwine's blood; 
he that burneth incenſc, as it he bleſſed an idol; yea they have choſen their own 
ways, and their foul delighteth in their abominations. I alſo will chooſe thcir 
deiuſions, and will bring their fear upon them; becauſe when ! called, none did 
anſwer; when I ſpake, they did not hear; but they did evil before mine eyes, 
and choſe that in which I delighted not ©, 

Unto the wicked God faith, What haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, 0! 
that thou ſhouldſt take my covenant in thy mouth? ſeeing thou hateſt inttruc 


tion, and caſtett my words behind thee 4. Hear the word of the Lord, ye ru. 
| lers 


* 


8 a Mal. i. 6, T3 8, b Mal. i. 135 14. i Ila, lavi. 374. d Pfſal. J. 16, 17. 
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ers of Sodom, give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. To 
what purpoſe 15 the multitude of your ſacrifices unto me? faith the Lord. I am 
fall of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of ted beaſts, and I delight not in 
the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. When ye come to appear be- 
fre me, Who hath required this at your hand to tread my courts? Bring no more 
vain oblations, incenſe is abomination unto me; the new moons, and Sabbaths, 
the calling of aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is iniquity, even the ſolemn mcet- 
ing, Your new moons, and your appointed feaſts my ſoul hateth; they are a 
trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. And when ye ſpread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea when ye make many prayers, I will 
not hear; your hands are full of blood ©. I deſpiſe your feaſt-days, and I will 
not {mell in your ſolemn aſſemblies. Though ye offer me burnt-offerings, and 
vont meat-offerings, I will not accept them, neither will I regard the peace-of- 
ferings of your fat beaſts. Take thou away from me the noiſe of thy ſongs, for 
| will not hear the melody of thy violsf. The ſacrifice of the wicked is abomi— 
nation; how much more when he bringeth it with a wicked minds. Becauſe I 
have called, and ye refuſed ; I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man regard- 
ed; but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none of my reproof; 1 
alſo will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your fear cometh *®. Then 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeck me early, but 
\h.li not find me; for that they hated knowledge, and did not choole the fear 
ot the Lord i, He that turneth away his car from hearing the law, even his 
prayer ſhall he abomination *, Then faid the Lord unto me, Pray not for this 
people for their good. When they faſt I will not hear their cry; and when they 
offer burnt- offerings and an oblation, I will not accept them *; and though they 
cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them", Hear this, O 
ye that ſwallow up the needy, cven to make the poor in the land to fail ; ſaying, 
When will the new moon be gone, that we may ſell corn? and the Sabbath, 
that we may ſet forth wheat; making the ephah ſmall, and the ſhekel great, and 
fallifying the balance by deceit? that we may buy the poor for ſilver, and the 
needy tor a pair of ſhoes ; yea and ſell the refuſe of the wheat ? The Lord hath 
worn by the exccllency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works”, 
And 1 will turn your feaſts into mourning, and all your ſongs into lamentation ?. 

Ye atk, and receive not; becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that ye may conſume it upon 
your lutts'. Now we know that God hearcth not finners, but if any man be a 
worſhipper of God, and doth his will, him he heareth %. If thou doſt well ſhalt 
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thou not be accepted? and if thou doſt not well, fin lieth at the door“. Sub- 
mit 
La. i. 10,—15. f Amos v. 21, 22, 23. s Prov. xxi. 27. b Prov. i. 24, 25, £6. 
I Prov. 1 28. 29. » Prov, xxvili. 9. 1 Jer. xiv. il, I2, = Ezek. vili. 18. 
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Amos viii. 4 —7. © Amos viii. 10. P James iv. 3 q John IX. 31. 
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mit yourſelves therefore to God. Draw nigh God, and he will das 1 
you; cleanſe your hands, ye ſinners, and purity your "£:.ts ye doub'e. mi. geg 
Be afflicted and mourn, and weep ; let your laughter be turned to mournin,, al 
your joy to heavmeſs. Humble yourſelves in the fight of the Lord, and ne ſhall 
lift you upf . 


StcT. 2. Of hypocriſy, as highly provoking to him, 


UN ro the pure, all rhings are pure; but into them that are defiled and yy. 
belicving is nothing pure, but even their mind and conſcience is defiled. Tc 
proteſs that they know God, but in works they deny him; being abomin4ble 
and diſobedient, and unto every good work reprobate* For the vile periun wil 
ſpeak villainy, and his heart will work iniquity, to practiſe hypocriſy, an ' to ut- 
ter error againſt the Lord. But an hypocrite ſhall not come before him*, Fr 
what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God daten 
way his ſoul? Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him? Will he 
delight himſelf in the Almighty ? Will he always call upon God d. Knowett don 
Not this of old, ſince man was placed upon carth, that the triumphing of the 
wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite but tor a moment* I thou pre- 
pare thine heart, and itretch out thine hands towards him; if iniquity be in 
thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedneſs dwell in thy taberi.cic. '? 
For then ſhilr thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and ſhalt litt up wy tc 
unto God; thon ſhalt make thy prayer unto him, and he ſhall hear thee ; aud 
thou {halt pay thy vows s. 1 

1 have ſpread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which wil 
eth in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts; a people that j10- 
voketh me to anger continually to my face *z which ſay, Stand by thyfelt, ccc 
no near to me, for I am holier than thou. Theſe are a ſmoke in my noc, 
a re that burneth all the dayi. Yet they ſeek me daily, and delight to knos 
my ways, as a nation that did righteouſneſs, and forſook not the ordinance 0 
their God; they -{k of me the ordinance of juſtice; they take delight in . 
pro.ching to Gud®. Wherefore the Loid ſaid. Foraſmuch as this people draw nc 
me with their mouth, and with their lips do konour me, but have removed their 
heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of we, 
Behold it is written before me, I will not keep ſilence, but will recompenſe, © 

ven 


James iv. 7. 10. 


„„ b Tfa. xxzii. 6. e Job x11. 16. 4 Job xxvii. 8, 9, 2 
ob xx. 4. 5l. f Job «1. 13, 14. e Job xxii 26, 27, b Ila. Ixv. 2, 3 
r * Ta, lviii. 2. i Ila. xxix. 13, 


CHAP. VI. lie Woas no of Go p. 433 


den recompenſe into their boſom m. Alſo thou ſon of man, the children of thy 
people ſtill are talking againſt thee by the walls, and in the doors of the houſes s 
and ſpeak one to another, every one to his brother, ſaying, Come, I pray you, 
and hear what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord. And they come 
unto thee as the people cometh, and they fit betore thee as my people, and they 
hear thy words, but they will not do them; for with their mouth they ſhew 
much love, but their heart goeth after their covetouinels, And lo, thou ar: 
unto them as a very lovely ſong of one that hath a pleaſant voice, and can play 
well on an inſtrument; for they hear thy words, but they do them note. ju. 
dah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, ſuiththe Lord + 
and they have not cried unto me with their heart, when they howled upon their 
beds?. Hear ye that are far off, what I have done; and ye that arc near acknow- 
ledre my might. The ſinners in Zion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the 
hypocrites ; who among us ſhall dwell with the deyouring fire? Who among us 
all dwell with everlaſting burnings *! 

Then came to Jeſus, ſcribes and phariſees which were of Jeruſalem, ſaying, 
Why do thy diſciples tranſgreſs the tradition of the elders ? For they waſh not 
their hands when they eat bread, But he anſwered and ſaid unto them, Why 
do ye alſo tranſgreſs the commandment of God by your tradition *? Ye are they 
which juſtify yourſelves before men; but God knoweth your hearts, Ye hy- 
pocrites, well did Eſaias propheſy concerning you, faying, This people draweth 
nigh unto me with their mouths, and honoureth me with their lips; but their 
heart is far from me. Bur in vain they do worſhip me, teaching tor doctrines 
the commandments of men. Wo unto you, ſcribes, and phariſees, hypocrites ; 
for ye ſhut up the kingdom of heaven againſt men; for ye neither go in your- 
ſelves, neither ſuffer ye them that are entering to go in®, Thus have ye made 
the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition“. Wo unto you, 
ſcribes and phariſees, hypocrites; for ye devour widows houſes, and for a pre- 
tence make long prayer; therefore ye ſhall receive the greater damnation, WO 
unto you; for ye compals ſea and land to make one proſelyte, and when he is 
made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourfelves?, Wo un- 
to you; for ye pay-tithe of mint, and aniſe, and cummin, and have omitted the 
weiglitier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith; theſe ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone. Ye blind guides, which ſtrain 
ar 4 pnat, and ſwallow a camel. Wo unto you; for ye make clean the outſide 
ol the cup, and of the platter; but within they are full of extortion and exceſs. 
Thou blind phariſce, cleanſe firſt that which is within the cup and platter, that 


Iii the 
= Tfa. lv. 6. » Ezek. xxxiii. 30, 31, J2. Jer. iii. 10. ? Hoſ. vii. 14. 
la xxxiii. 13, 14. * Matth. xv. 1, 2, 3. Luke xvi. 15. Matth. xv. 7, 8, 9. 


e Matth. xiii, 123. Matth. xv. 6. Matth. XX. 14, 15. 
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the out-ſide of them may be clean alſo, Wo unto you; for ye are like U 
wiiited ſepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful out ward, but are within ful x 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanneſs, even ſo ye alſo outwardly : 
teous unto men ; but within ye are full of hypocriſy and iniquity “. 

Then ſaid one unto him, Lord, are there few that be ſaved? And he {41d unto 
them, Strive to enter in at the {trait gate; for many, I ſay unto You, will eck 
to enter in, and {hall not be able. When once the maſter of the houſe i; riſen 
up, and hath ſhut the door, and ye begin to ſtand without, and to knock + the 
door, ſaying, Lord, Lord, open unto us ; and he ſhall anſwer and ſay unto you, 
know you not whence you are; then ſhall ye begin to ſay, We have eaten ad 
drunk in thy preſence, and thou haſt taught in our ſtreets. But he {hall lay, 1 
know you not whence you are; depart from me all ye workers of iniquity 3, 
Not every one that ſayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many 
will ſay unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy name! 
And in thy name caſt out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profeſs unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity e. 


appear riph. 


SECT. 3. Adue ſenſe of this expreſſed in prayer to God. 


Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that 
gocth not out of feigned lips *, Thou haſt proved mine heart, thou haſt viſited 
me in the night, thou haſt tried ine, and ſhall find nothing; I am purpoſed that 
my mouth ſhall not tranſgreſs>. Lord, who ſhall abide in thy tabernacle ? who 


ſhall dwell in thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righte- 
ouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth in his heart. He that backbiteth not with his 


tongue, nor doth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach againſt his 
neighbour; in whoſe eyes a vile perſon is contemned ; but he honoureth them 
that fear the Lord; he that ſweareth to his own hurt and changeth not; he that 
putteth not out his money to uſury, nor taketh reward againſt the innocent“; he 
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lift up his ſoul unto vant 
ty, nor ſworn deceitfully. He ſhall receive the bleſſing from the Lord, and righ- 
teouſneſs from the God of his ſalvation. This is the generation of them that 
ſeek him; that ſeek thy face, O Jacob“. 


Examples 


Matth. xxiii. 23, 28+ Luke xiii. 23,—27, Matth. vii. 21, 22, 23. 
$ 3. * Pſal, xvii. 7. b Pſal, xvii. 3. e Plal. xv. 1,—5. 4 pfal. xxiv. 4, 5 © 
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Examples of unaccepted worſhippers, Cain, Korah, and Saul. 


„ A wICKED man preſuming to worſhip, or any perſon pretending to worſhip 
« in a different way from that appointed by God himſelf, cannot be accepted, 
« The wicked Cain (ſoon after diſplayed by the murder of his brother) offering 
« the firſtlings of his flock, could not be regarded of God* Korah, Dathan, 
« Abiram, and On, pretended to worthip*3od in their own way without repard- 
« ing his inſtitutions by Moſes. Their judgment which tollowed their doing 
« ſo, is recorded Numb. xvi. 1, — 35. Saul by offering a ſacrifice, which God had 
« ordered to be offered by a prieſt only, incurred the indignation of God >, The 
« preat rule to be obſerved is, To the law and to the teſtimony ; it they ſpeak 
not, and alt not, according to this word, it is becaule there is no light in them, 


SECT. 
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6 Gen, iv. 3-8. d x Sam, xiii. 8,.—15. a Iſa. vill. 29, 
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E 


Of the D1sPOSITIONS required of thoſe Woxs HIER:; 
who may hope to be accepted of G 00D, 


SEC. Tr. 1. Our hearts muſt be reconciled to our duty, and. obedient to the will 
of God, before we can rightly worſhip him. 2. The mind and heart muſt be 
engaged in the ſacred act. 3. We muſt draw near to God in the name ot 
our Lord Jeſus. 4. Humility is required in every act of worſhip, 5. Aj 
our acts of worſhip muſt be attended with a g ateful acknowledgment of the 
divine goodneſs. 6. Ardour and importunity are diſpoſitions neceſſary to wor. 

ſhippers. 7. If our hearts are not reconciled ro all mankind we cannot he 
accepted. 8. The above diſpoſitions contained in the praiſes and prayers of 
the ſervants of God. 9. The courts and ordinances of God are objects of the 
warmeſt deſires, and the delight of the ſaints. 


SECT. 1. Our hearts muſt be reconciled to our duty, and obedient to the will 
of God, before we can rightly wor ſhip him. 


HrREwIT H ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the hig 

God ? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves of : 
year old ? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams,or with ten thouſand: 
of rivers of oil? Shall 1 give my firſt- born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my 
body for the ſin of my ſoul? He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God“? Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt: offering, 
and ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 
than ſacrifice ; and to hearken than the fat of rams». Offer unto God 
thinkſpiving, and pay thy vows unto the moſt High. And call upon me in the 
day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify mes. Wholo offer 
eth praiſe glorifieth me; and to him that ordereth his converſation aright will I 
thew the ſalvation of God 9. 


Beloved, 


$ 1. Micah vi, 6, 9, 8, b 1 Sam. xv. 22. © Plal. J. 14, 15. 4 Plal. J. 23. 
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Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence towards God. 
And whatſoever we aſk, we receive of him ; becauſe we keep his command- 
ments, and do thoſe things that are pleaſing in his ſight *. And if ye call on 


the Father, who, without reſpect of perſons, judgeth according to every man's 
work, paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear F 


— — — 
——— — — — - — 


SECT. 2. The mind and heart muſt be engaged in the ſacred act. 


My ſon give me thine heart. For the Lord ſeeth not as man ſceth; for man 
ſooketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart d. God is 
a ſpirit; and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truthe. If 
thou ſhalt ſeek the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find him, if thou ſeek him with all 
thy heart and foul s. Now ſet your heart and your ſoul to ſeek the Lord your 
God ©. Truſt in him at all times, ye people, pour out your hearts before hint. 

If I pray in an unknown tong de, my ſpirit prayeth, but my underſtanding is 
unktuitful. What is it then? I will pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray with 
the underſtanding alſo; I will ſing with the ſpirit, and I will ſing with the un- 
deritanding alſo. Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with the ſpirit, how ſhall he that 
occupieth the room of the unlearned, ſay, Amen, at thy giving of thanks# ? Fol- 
low righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of 
a pure heart *. For we are the circumciſion, which worſhip God in the ſpirit, 
and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſhi. For he is not 
2 Jew who is one outwardly ; neither is that cireumciſion, which is outward in 
the fleſh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumciſion is that of the 
geart in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is not of man but of God «, 


——_—— Zn ER. At * * * — 
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SecT. 3. We muſt draw near to God in the name of our Lord Feſus. 


** Sce this chapter, Sect. I. 5 6. It is by Jeſus Chriſt as our Mediator, that 
* we are allowed to draw near to God.” 


SECT. 4. Humility is required in every act of worthip, 


dING praiſes to the Lord who dwelleth in Zion; declare among the people 
is doings ; he forgetteth not the cry of the humble“. The Lord is nigh unto 


them 
* 1 John ili. ar, 22. f 1 Pet. i. 17. 
e woo 
» 2+ » Prov. xxiii. 26. b Sam. xvi. 7. e John iv. 24. « Deut. iv, 29. 
* 1 Chron. xxii, 19. f Pal. 1xii. 8. 8 x Cor, xiv. 14, 15, 16, b 2 Tim, ii. 22, 


| Phil. wi). 3, 


34. k Pla). IX, lt, 12, 


* Rom. ii. 28, 29. 
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them that are of a broken heart; and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit » 
Though the Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect unto the lowly ; but the proud he 
knoweth afar off <, For thus ſaith the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth cter. 
nity, whoſe name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy place; with him i 
that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit ; to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and 0 
re vive the heart of the contrite ones“. To this man will I look, even to lim 
that is poor and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my word“. 


SECT. 5. All our acts of worſhip are to be attended with a grateful ;. 
knowledgment of the divine goodneſs, 


Sex this Part and Chapter, Sect. II. Art. Il. Of praiſing God. 


SECT. 6. Importunity and ardour of ſoul, in drawing near to God, are 
diſpo/itions neceſſary to real worſhippers. 


. SEE, of this ſame Part and Chapter, Sect. II. Art. I. 5 4, F. Of impor. 
tunity in prayer. 


SECT. 7. Hour hearts are not reconciled to all mankind, our worſhjj 
cannot be accepted. | | 


Ir thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remembreſt that thy brother 
hath ought ag:1nſt thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, and po thy w.y; 
firit be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy pitt . Ye have 
heard that it hath been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enc- 
my; but I ſay unto you, Love your enemies; bleſs them that curſe you; d 
good to them that hate you; and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you and 
perſccute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven; 
For he maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth rain on 
the juſt and on the unjuſt d For it ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your her- 
venly Father will alſo forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, 
neither will your Father forgive your treſpaſles *, 


SECT. 


» Pſal. xxxiv. 18. + Pſal. cxxxviii. 6. 4 Ifa. lvii. 15. + Ja, lxvi. 2. 


© 7. Matth. v. 23, 24. b Matth v. 43, 44, 45+ Match. vi. 14, 15. 


Concerning humility, as a qualification of true worſhippers, a great deal more 
« may be ſeen in this PART, Chap. II. Of Repentance. 
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820 r. 8. The above diſpoſitions contained in the praiſes and prayers of the 
ſaints. | | 


Iv the way of thy judgments, O Lord, we have waited for thee ; the deſire 
of our ſouls is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. With my 
ſoul have I deſired thee in the night, yea with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek 
thee early * With my whole heart have I ſought thee ; O let me not wander 
from thy commandments v. I entreated thy favour with my whole heart «; J 
cried unto thee, ſave me. I prevented the dawning of the morning, and cried ; 
mine eyes prevent the night-watches. Hear my voice according to thy loving 
kindneſs 4. Accept, I beſeech thee, the free will offerings of my mouth, O Lord*. 
Lord, thou haſt heard the deſire of the humble; thou wilt prepare their heart ; 
thou wilt cauſe thine ear to hear . For thou deſireſt not ſacrifice, elſe would 
[ give it; thou delighteſt not in burnt-offerings. The ſacrifices of God are a 
broken ſpirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe e. 
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in 
thy ſight, O Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer ®, 


« Some of the diſpoſitions, mentioned as requiſite in worſhippers, may be 
« ſeen in the following examples: Hannah was in bitterneſs of ſoul, and pray- 
ed unto the Lord, and wept ſore. She ſpake in her heart, only her lips moved, 
dut her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought ſhe had been drunken. 
And Eli ſaid unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? Put away thy wine 
from thee. And Hannah anſwered and ſaid, No, my Lord, I am a woman of a 
ſorrowful ſpirit ; I have drunk neither wine nor ſtrong drink, but have poured 
out my ſoul before the Lord. Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Be- 
lial; for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have I ſpoken hitherto, 
Then Eli anſwered and ſaid, Go in peace; and the God of Iſrael grant thee thy 


petition “. 


« ANOTHER example is given us by David and his people, when offering for 
„ the building of the temple.” Then the people rejoiced, for that they of- 
tered willingly 3 becauſe with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lord, 
And David the king alſo rejoiced with great joy; and ſaid, Our God, we thank 
thee, and praiſe thy glorious name . But who am J? and what is my people, 


that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after this ſort ? For all things come 
of 


$8. © Ifa, xxvi. 8, 9. d Pſal. cxix. 10. « Pſal. cxix. 58. | 4 Pal. cxix. 146, 149. 
e Plal. cxix. 108. t Pal. x. 17. e Pſal. li. 16, 17, d Pſal, xix. 14. 


Sam. i. 10, 13,17, » 1 Chron, xxix. 9, 10, 13. 
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of thee 3 and of thine own have we given thee, O Lord our God, all this tore 
that we have prepared to build thee an houſe for thine holy name, cometh 
thine hand, and is all thine own. I know alſo, my God, that thou tric{ * 
heart, and haſt pleaſure in vprightneſs : As for me, in the uprightnel; ot 1 
heart, I have willingly offered all theſe things; and now have I ſeen wir 


h ir 
thy people that are preſent here, to offer willingly unto thee d. 1 


SECT. 9. The courts and ordinances of God are objects of the warmeſt d. 
fires, and delight of the ſaints, ; 


Tur Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O city of God“. Beautiful for ſituation 
the joy of the whole earth is mount Zion, on the ſides of the north, the cit of 
the Great King. God is known in her palaces for a refuge d. Walk about Lion, 
and go round about her; tell the towers thereof; mark ye well her bulwarks, 
conſider her palaces ; that ye may tell it to the generation following; for thi; 
God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide even unto death *, ] 
was glad when they faid unto me, Let us go into the houſe of the Lord. Ou: 
feet ſhall ſtand within thy gates, O Jeruſalem. Jeruſalem is builded as a city 
that is compact together; whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, un- 
to the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord 9. One 
thing have I deſired of the Lord, that will 1 ſeek after, that I may dwell in the 
houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple ©, 

Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the place where thine 
honour dweilethf, As the hart panteth aſter the water-brooks, ſo pantcth my 
ſoul atter thee, O God, My foul thirſteth for God, for the living God; when 
fhall I come and appear before Gods? O God, thou art my God, carly will! 
ſeek thee z my foul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirſty land, where no water is; to ſee thy power and thy glory, lo as J have 
ſcen thee in the ſanctuary *. Bleſſed is the man whom thou chooſeſt, and cau- 
ſeſt to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts ; we ſhall be ſatisfies 
with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy holy temple ', How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts! My ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth for tlic 
courts of the Lord; my heart and fleſh crieth out for the living Gad. Bleſted 
are they that dwell in thy houſe; they will be {till praiſing thee, Bleſſed is the 


man 
© 1 Chron. xxix. 14, 16, 17. 
$ 9, * Pal Ixxxvvii. 2.2 b Pſal. zlviii. 2, 3. e Pſal. xlviii. 12.— 14. 4 Ppſal. ci. 1.—4. 
© Plal. xxvii. 4. „Paal. axyi, 8, Pal. ali, 1, 2, * Plal. Ki. 1, 2. 


+ Pſal. Ixv. 4. 
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man whoſe ſtrength is in thee, in whoſe heart are the ways of them who paſling 
through rhe valley of Baca, make it a well; the rain allo filleth the pools. They 
0 from ſtrength to ſtrength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God“. 
Ip a day in thy courts is better than a thouſand ; I had rather be a door-keeper 
in the houſe of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedneſs : For the 
Lord God is a Sun and Shield; the Lord will give grace and glory; no good 
thing will he with-hold from them that walk uprightly“. 1 will wan mine 
hands in innocency, ſo will 1 compaſs thine altar, O Lord; that I may publil) 
with the VOICE of thankſgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works *. O ſcud 
forth thy light@nd thy truth; let them lead me, let them bring me unto thy 
noly hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then will 1 go unto the altar of God, unto 
God my exceeding joy; yea upon the harp will I praiſe thee, O God, my Gods. 


« BEFORE we conclude this chapter, it may be proper to mention ſome fo- 
« lemn engagements and acts of worſhip of the people of Ifracl and Judah; in 
« renewing the covenant with God. This covenant was given to them at Si- 1 
« nai, and there they {wore obedience to it. When they were put in pe ſſeſlion | | 
« of the promiſed land, and Joſhua the ſervant of the Lord was grown old, he 
« took peculiar care to remind them of the ſacred engagement; and to have it | 
« renewed. He” gathered al] the tribes of Iſrael to Shechem, and called for all 


1 

: 

| 

the elders of Iſrael, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their offi- 1 | 
cers; and they preſented themſelves before God *, © After Joſhna had put 10 
them in mind of all the u ondrous things which God had done for them, he | | | 
concluded in this manner :*” Now, therefore, fear the Lord, and ſerve him Ti 
in fincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers ſerved on 14 


the other fide of the flood, and in Egypt; and ſerve ye the Lord. And if it 
fecm evil to you to ſerve the Lord, chooſe you this day whom ye will ſerve, 4 
whether the gods which your fathers ſerved, or the gods of the Amorites in. th 
whole land ye dwell ; but as for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, 
And the people anſwered and ſaid, God forbid that we ſhould forſake the Lord, 1 | 
to ſerve other gods, For the Lord our God, he it is that brought us up, and 11 | 


— | | 
our tathers, out of the land of Egypt; and drave out betore us all the people | | | 
which dwelt in the land; therefore will we alſo ſerve the Lord, for he is our Þ | 

| f 

Gods. And Joſhua faid unto the people, Ye are witneſſes againit yourſelves, that 14 

Je have choſen you the Lord to ſerve bim. And they faid, We are witneſic> e; N 

K k R the Il 

wat 

17. 

Þ Pal. IAxxiv. 1, 2, 4,—7. V Pſal. Ixxxiv. 10, 11. * pfſal xxvi. 6, 9. » Pſal. xliii. 2, 4+ | | | 

* Jolb, xziy, 2, > Joſh. xxiy. 14, 9. + Jolh, xaiv. 22. | 1 | | 
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the Lord our God will we ſerve, and his voice will we obey, So Joſhua made z 
covenant with the people that day, and ſet them a ſtatute and an ordinance id 
Shechems. 

** Inxs covenant was again renewed in the reign of the good king Af,” 
He gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the ſtrangers with them out of 
Lophireim and Manaſſch, and ont of Simeon. So they gathered themſcelye; 
together at Jeruſalem. And they offered unto the Lord ſeven hundred oxen, 
and ſcven thouſand ſheep. And they entered into a covenant to ſeck the Lyra 
God of their fathers, with all their heart, and with all their ul; that who. 
(ever would not ſeek the Lord God of Iſrael ſhould be put to death, whether 
ſmall or great, whether man or woman. And they ſware unto the Lord with 
a loud voice, and with ſhouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. And 
all Judah rcjoiced at the oath ; for they had ſworn with all their heart, and 
fought him with their whole deſire, and he was found of them; and the Lord 
gave them reſt round about *, 


« W1iTH a like ſpirit of devotion was the covenant renewed, and the 
„ paſſover ſolemnly celebrated, by Hezekiah; as recorded in the 2d bock 
„ of Chronicles, the xxix“ and xxx“ chapters. So too was the covenant rc- 
„ newcd by Joſiah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 30,—34. Theſe paſſages we reter to, 
and conclude with the exemplary devotion of the people of Judah, on their 
return from the Babyloniſh captivity. They kept the feaſt of tabernacles 
« in a very ſolemn manner.“ Since the days of Joſhua the ſon of Nun, unto 
that day, had not the children of Ifrael done fo; and there was very great 
eladneſs. Alſo, day by day, from the firſt day unto the laſt day, Ezra read 
in the book of the law of God; and they kept the feaſt ſeven days, and on thc 
eighth day was a ſolemn aſſembly according unto the manner f. Now, upon 
the twenty and fourth day of this month, the children of Iirael were affemblci, 
with fatting and with ſackcloths, and earth upon them. And the ſced of 1{racl 
ſcparated themſelves from all ſtrangers, and ſtood and confeſſed their fins, and 
the iniquities of their fathers, And they ſtood up in their place, and rca 
in the book of the law of the Lord their God, one fourth part of the day; aud 
another fourth part, they confeſſed, and worſhipped the Lord their God, Then 
the Levites ſaid, Stand up, and bleſs the Lord your God for ever and ever!. 
(„It was at this time that the ſolemn thankſgiving, confeſſion, and prayet, 


© recorded in Neh. ix. from the 5th to the 37th verſe, was delivered; and 
| eit 


4 Joſh, xxiv. 24, 25. e 2 Chron, xv. 9,15. f Neh. vili. 17, 18. t Neh. iz. 1, 4 3 3 
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w it is concluded by theſe remarkable words:“) And now, becauſe of all 
this, we make a ſure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and 
prieſts ſeal unto it. And the reſt of the people, the prieſts, the Levites, 
the porters, the ſingers, the Nethinims, and all they that had ſeparated 
themſelves from the people of the lands unto the law of God, their wives, 
their ſons, and their daughters, every one having knowledge, and having uns 
derſtanding ; they clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a 
curſe, and into an oath, to walk in God's Jaw, which was given by Moſes 
the ſervant of God; and to obſerve, and do all the commandments of the 
Lord our God, and his judgments, and his ſtatutes . 


K k k 2 . 
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Of TrusT, HoPE, and CONFIDENCE in our GoD and SAVIOUR, 
and in none elſe, 


S FHC r. 1. General calls to this duty. 2. The folly and danger of truſting in 
wealth or potſcliions. 3.—or in our own might. 4.—or in man. 5. A ripht 
truſt in God ſuppoſes that the heart is reconciled to him, and diſpoſed to do his 
will. 6. Such perſons may conhdently truſt in God for protection from dan. 
gers, ſupport in trouble, and deliverance from all that is really evil. 7, The 

promiſes of God to his people, Jay a ſure foundation for their hope and confi. 
dence in him. 8. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we have an intereſt in the 

\ richeſt promiſes, and by him the molt illuſtrious hopes are fully aſcertained, 
9. Through him we may confidently hope for all that is truly neceſſary for 

us in this ſtate of mortality. 109,--for aid and ſupport in duties and trials, 

and 11.— for fin il falvation, and eternal life. 12. A ſteady truſt in God, and 

the comforts flowing from 1t, expreſſed in the prayers and praiſes of the 
fait.ts. Fxan-plcs of genuine trult, in the character of Abraham, Joſhua, and 
Caleb, David, Ala, Jchoſhaphat, and Hezckiah, | 


SECT. 1. Generul calls to this duty. 


OW down thine ear, and hear the words of the wiſe; that thy truſt may be 
in the Lord“. Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart.; and lean not to 
thine own underitanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he {hall direct 


thy paths>. Trutt ye in the Lord tor ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is cet 
laiting Urength e. 


SECT. 2. The folly and danger of truſting in wealth or poſſeſſions. 


CHaRGE them that are rich in this world, that they be not high minded, 


nor truſt in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all 
things 


$ 1. Prov. Ixil. 47, 19. 3 Prov. iii. 5, 6. © Iſa, xxvi. 4. 
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things to enjoy“. The rich man's wealth is his ſtrong city, and as an high 
wall in his own conceit ® ; but he that truſteth in his riches ſhall falle. They 
traſt in their wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their riches ; 
none of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor pive to God a ranſom 
for him ©. Their inward thought is, that their houſes ſhall continue for ever, 
and their dwelling places to all generations ; they call their lands atter their own 

ne Nevertheleſs, man being in honour abideth not; he is like the beaſts 
that periſh . For what is the hope of the hypocrite though he hath gained, 
wen God taketh away his ſoul? Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh 
upon him t. The hy pocrite's hope ſhall periſh ; whoſe hope ſhall be cut off, and 
whoſe trult ſhall be a ſpider's web, He ſhall lean upon his houſe, but it mall not 
and; he ſhall hold it faſt, but it ſhall not endures. Libour not to be rich: 
ce ſe from thine own wiſdom ; wilt thou ſet thine cyes upon that which is not? 
tor riches certainly make themſeves wings; they fly away as an eagle towards hea- 
ven“. Trait not in oppreſſion, and become not vain in robbery; if riches in- 
cr:aſe, ſet not your heart upon them 1. IfT have made gold my hope, or have 
{jd to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; it I rejoiced becauſe my wealth was 
m1cat, and becauſe mine hand had gotten much; this allo were an iniquity to 
be puniſhed by the judge; for 1 ſhould have denied the God that is above“. 

wheretore glorieſt thou in the valleys, thy flowing valley, O backſliding daugh- 
ter? that truſted in her treaſures, ſaying, Who ſhall come unto met? Wo to the 
oppreſſing city! She obeyed not the voice, the received not correction; ſhe truſted 
not in the Lord; ſhe drew not near to her God“. Becauſe thou haſt forgot- 
ten the God of thy ſalvation, and haſt not been mindful of the rock of thy 
ltrength e; becauſe thou haſt truſted in thy works, and in thy treaſures ; thou 
\1.it allo be taken, and ſhalt go into captivity *. Lo this is the man that made 
not God his ſtrength; bar truſted in the abuadance of his riches, and ttrength- 
ned himſelf in his wickedneſs?, 


S EC r. 3.—in our own might and power, 


TavuLy in vain is ſalvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude - 
or mountains; tauly in the Lord our God is the ſalvation of Ifracl*. Wo to them 
that ſtay on horſes, and truſt in chariots, becauſe they are many; and in horſe- 
men becauſe they are very ſtrong; but they look not to the holy One of lracl, 


neither 
$2. Tim. vi. 17. © Prov. xviii. 1t. e Prov. xi. 28. 4 Pal. xlix. 6. 7. 
* Plal >lix. 11, 12. f Toh xxvii, 8, 9. t ſoh viii. 13, 14, 15. b Prov. xvil'. 4. 5. 
| Pal. len. 10. k Joh xxl. 23. 25, 28. ſer. «liz. 4. ®* ZePid. iii. by 8. 
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neither ſeek the Lord. There is no king faved by the multitude of an hoſt; 
a mighty man is not delivered by much ſtrength; an horſe is a vain thin, 10 
ſafcty; neither fall he deliver any by his great ſtrength. Behold the hos of 
the Lord is upon them that fear him; upon them that hope in his mercy ; 10 "R 
liver their foul from death, and to keep them alive in famine s. Same typ b 
chariots, and ſome in horſes; but we will remember the name of the Lord bur 
God d. Ajhur thall not fave us, we will not ride upon horſes, neither Will we 
ſay any more to the work of our hands, Ye are our Gods*. I wiil not tray in 
my bow, neither ſhall my ſword fave mef. In God is my falyations, 


SEC r. 4:—0r in man. 


Co xs o be the man that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh hHis arm, and what 
heart departeth from the Lord. For he ſhall be like the heath in the defurt, 4 
ſhall not fee when good cometh. Bleſſed is the man that truſteth in the Lord, 
and whoſe hope the Lord is. For he ſhall be as a tree planted by the water, 
and that ſpreadeth out her roots by the river, and ſhall nat fee when heat co. 
meth, but her leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not be careful in the year of drong/;:, 
neither ſhall ceaſe from yielding fruit *. Put not your truſt in princes, nor i 
the fon of man in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he returnct) 
to his earth; in that very day his thoughts periſh. Happy is he that hath the 
God of Jacob for his help, whoſe hope is in the Lord his God, which made hei- 
ven and earth, the ſea, and all that therein is; which keepeth truth for ever“. 
It is better to truſt in the Lord, than ta put confidence in man; it is better to 
truſt in the Lord, than to put confidence/in*princes*, Ceaſe ye from man whole 


breath is in his noſtrils? for wherein is he to be accounted of 4 ? 


Sgr. 5: A right truſt in God ſuppoſes that the heart is reconciled to him, 
and diſpoſed to do his will, 


TRrusT in the Lord, and do good; fo ſhalt thou dwell in the lind, and verily 
thou ſhalt be fed. Delight thyſelf alſo in the Lord; and he ſhall give thee 
the deſires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord, truſt alſo in hin, 
and he ſhall bring it to paſs; and he ſhall bring forth thy righteouſneſs. as the 


light, and thy judgment as the noon-day, Reſt in the Lord, and wait patiently 
tor 


b Ifa. uni. I. ce Pſal. xxxiii: 16, — 19. 4 Pſal, xx. 7.  e Hoſ, xiv. 3. 
f Pal. xliv. 6. 8 Pſal. lxii. 7. 


$4, Jer. xvii. 5,—8, » Pſal, cxlvi. 3, —6, « Pſal, cxviii. 8. 9. Ila. ii. 27. 
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for him; fret not thyſelf in any ways to do evil*; for thoſe that wait upon the 
Lord, they ſhall inherit the carth*. "The righteous ſhall-be glad in the Lord, 
114 jhall cruft in him; and all the upright in heart ſhall glory s. Wait on the 
Lord, and keep his way, and he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the land; when the 
wicked are cut off, thou ſhalt ſee it !. Commit thy works unto the Lord, and 
hy thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed ©, Caſt thy burden upon the Lord, and he ſhall 
(Altun thee; he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be moved, Who is among 
on that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his ſervant, that walketh 
n darkneſs, and hath no light? let him truſt in the name of the Lord, and ſtay 
pon his God *, ; 


<tc T. 6. Suck perſons may confidently truſtin God forprotedion from dangers, 
ſupport in trouble, and deliverance from all that is really evil. 


Turek is none like unto the God of Jeſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven 
in thy help, and in bis excellency on the ſky. The cternal God is thy refuge, 
«1d underncath are the everlaſting arms *. Happy art thou, O Iſrac!! Who is 
ke unto thee, O people ſaved by the Lord, the ſhicld of thy help, and who is 
the ſword of thy excellency>? The beloved of the Lord ſhall dwell in ſafety by 
lum, and the Lord ſhall cover him all the day long; and he ſhall dwell between 
is ſhoulders *. They that truſt in the Lord ſhall be as mount Zion, which can— 
not be removed, but abideth for ever. As the mountains are round about Je- 
;afalem, fo the Lord is round about his people, from hencetorth, even for ever“. 
Trutt in him at all times, ye people; pour out your heart before him; God is 
:rcfuge for us ©, God is our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help in trouble. 
Ticrctore will not we fear, though the earth ve removed, and though the moun- 
tains be carried into the midſt of the ſeas; though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, tho? the mountains ſhake with the {welling thereof. There is a river, 
the treams whereof ſhall make glad the city of God; the holy place of the ta- 
bernacles of the moſt high God is in the midit of her; ſhe thatl not be moved, 
God ſhall help her, and that right early f. The Lord redeemeth the ſouls of his 
ſervants; and none of them that traſt in him, ſhall be deſolate “. 

The Lord is good, a ſtrong hold in the day of trouble, and he knoweth them 
wat truſt in him®, The name of the Lord is a ttrong tower; the rightcous run- 
ict into it, and is ſafe 1. In the fear of the Lord is ttrong confidence“; he is 


a 
S 5. » Pal, xxxvii. 3.8. o Pſal. xxxvii 9. e Pſal. 1ziv. 10. 4 Pſal, xxxvii. 33. 
Prov. xvi. 3. f Pfal. Iv. 42. x Iſa. J. 19, 
$6. * Neut, xxxiii 26, 27, * Deut xxxlll, 29. Deut xxxiii. 12. 4 Pal.cxxv. 1, 2. 
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2 buckler to all them that truſt in him i. He that dwelleth in the ſecret Place of 
the moſt High, ſhill abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty. I will lay of the 
Lord, he is my refuge, and my tortrels ; my God, in him will I trult. | 
he ſhall deliver thee from the ſnare of the fowler, and from the noiſome pelli 
lence. He fhill cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings ſhalt ty, 
truſt ; his truth {hall be thy ſhield and buckler. Thou ſhalt not be afraid for the 
terror by night; nor for the arrow that flicth by day; nor for the peltileny 
that walketh in darkneſs; nor for the deſtructiou that wafteth at noon-day, 
thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand at thy right hand; bat It mah 
not come nigh thee. Becauſe thou halt mide the Lord which is My ret 


Surchy 


Ze, 


even the moit Ihyh thy habitation; there ſhall no evil befall thee, neither h. 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling, For he ſhall give his angel; charge 0: 
thee to keep thee in all chy ways®, The angel of the Lord encamps rom 4. 
bout them that fear him, and delivereth them. O taſte and fee that God is ggg 
bleſſd is che man that truſteth in him“. : 
The fear of man bringeth a ſnare; but whoſo putteth his truſt in the Lo, 
ſhall be ſaic®. Therefore turn thou to thy God; keep mercy and judgment, 
and wait on thy God continually n. Then ſhalt thou walk in thy way lch, 
and thy foot ſhall not (tumble. When thou lieit down, thou {halt not be atr.1.; 
yea thou ſhalt lie down, and thy ſlcep thall be ſweet. Be not afraid of {ue 
fear; neither for the deſolation of the wicked when it cometh. For the Lord 
| ſhall be thy confidence, and thall keep thy foot from being taken *, He will nat 
ſuffer thy foot to be moved; he that keepeth thee will not ſlumber. Bebo 
he that keepeth Iſrael, ſhall neither ſlumber nor ſleep. The Lord is thy keey:r, 
the Lord is thy (ſhade upon thy right hand. The ſun ſhall not ſmite thee by 
day, nor the moon by night; the Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all evil; he {hl 
preſerve thy ſoul. The Lord ſhall preſerve thy going out and thy coming i: 
from this time forth, and even for ever more ſ. He that truſteth in the Lord, 
mercy ſhall compaſs him about“. 
In the Lord I put my truſt ; how ſay ye to my ſoul, Flee as a bird to your 
mountains? The Lord is my portion, faith my ſoul; therefore will I hope in 
him. 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My 
help cometh from tie Lord who made heaven and earth?, The Lord is good 
unto them that wait for him, to the ſoul that ſeeketh him*, My ſoul wait tho! 
only upon God; for my expectation is from him. He only is my rock, and!) 
falvation ; he is my defence, I ſhall not be moved. In God is my ſalvation 3 


m7 


oi 
| 2 Sam. xxii. 31. » Pſal. xci. 1,7. » Pſal xci. 9, 10, 11. - Plal. rie. . 
P Prov. xxix. 25, 4 Hol. xii. 6. r Prov. iii. 23,—26. t Pal. err. 7 
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my glory 3 the rock of my ſtrength, and my refuge is in God*. I have truſt- 
-d alſo in the Lord; therefore I ſhall not flide*. J waited patiently for the 
Lord, and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up alſo out | 
or an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and fet my feet upon a rock and eſta— | 
blimed my goings. Many ſhall ſec it and fear, and ſhall truit in the Lord, Blet- 4 


(od is that man that maketh the Lord his truſt, and reſpecteth not the proud, 
nor ſuch as turn aſide to lies:. The Lord is my rock, and my fortreſs, and my 
iliverer ; my God, my ſtrength, in whom I will trutt; my buckler, and the 
horn of my ſalvation, and my high tower d. The Lord is my light and my fal- 
vation, whom ſhall I fear? The Lord is the ſtrength of my life; of whom {hall 
be aſraid*! Tho” an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my heart ſhall not fear; 
though war ſhould riſe againſt me, in this will I be confident t. 1 am like » 
excen olive in the houſe of my God; I truſt in the mercy of God for cver and 
ever, Behold, God is my falvation, I will truſt and not be afraid; for the 
Lord Jehovah is my ſtrength and my ſong". I laid me down and flept; I a- 
waked ; for the Lord ſuſtained me. I will not be afraid of ten thouſands of peo- 
dle, that have ſet themſelves againſt me round about. The Lord is my ſtrength 
and my ſhield ; my heart truſted in him, and I am helped; therefore my heart 
greatly rejoiceth, and with my ſong will 1 praiſe him *. The Lord will be the 
hope of his people, and the ſtrength of the children of Ifrael*, Our help is in 
the name of the Lord, who made heaven and carth *. The God of Iſracl is he that 
giveth ſtrength and power unto his people“. Be of good courage, and he ſhall 
ſtreugthen your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord“. 


* — rrr_m_s 2 
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3ECT, 7. The promiſes of God to his people lay a ſure foundation for their 
hope and confidence in him. 


Tavs faith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
Iſracl, Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, 
thou art mine a. Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not diſmayed, for I am 
thy God. I will ſtrengthen thee, yea I will help thee, yea l will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteouſneſs >. Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all 
the ends of the earth;; for I am God and there is none elſe ©, My righteouſncſs 
5 near, my falyation is gone forth, and mine arm ſhall judge the people; the 
iſles all wait on me, and on mine arm ſhall they truſt 4. At that day ſhall a 


l man 
-* Pfal. Izii. 5, 6, 7. o Pfal. xxvi. I. e Pial. xl. 1,—4. , 4 Pal. xviii. 2. 
© Pal. zxvii. 1. f Pſal. xxvii. 3. e Pſal. lii. 8. b IIa. xii. 2. 
Pſal. iii. 5, 6. * Pal. xxviii 7. Joel ili. 16. m Plal. cxxiv. 8. 
* Pal. Ixviii. 38 o Plal xxxi. 24. 
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man look to his maker, and his eyes ſhall have reſpect to the holy One of Iſiacl. 
And he ſhall not look to the altars, the work of his hands; neither reſpec that 
which his fingers have made, either the groves or the images . And the work 
of righteouineſs ſhall be peace; and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs and u. 
ſurance for ever. And my people ſhall dwel! in a peaceable habitation, and in 
ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting places f. In returning and reſt ſhall ye be 
ſaved; in quietneſs and confidence ſhall be your ſtrength®*. He that putteth hi, 
truſt in me ſhall poſſeſs the land, and ſhall inherit my holy mountain“. For they 
fhall not be aſhamed that wait for mei. For the Lord is a God of Judgment ; 
bleſſed are all they that wait for him*. In that day it ſhall be ſaid to Jerutdem, 
Fear thou not; and to Zion, Let not thine hands be ſlacæ. The Lord thy Gd 
in the midſt of thee is mighty; he will fave, he will rejoice over thee with joy 
he will reſt in his love, he will joy over thee with ſinging 1. And it ſhall be id 
in that day, Lo this is our God, we have waited for him, and he will ſave us, 
This is the Lord, we have waited for him; we will be glad, and rejoice in hi 
ſalvation a. Faithful is he that hath promiſed “. 


SECT. g. Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt we have an intereſt in tlie richt 
promiſes, and by him the moſt illuſtrious hopes are fully aſcertained. 


Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledye of God, and 
of Jeſus our Lord : According as his divine power hath given unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godlineſs, through the knowledge of him that hath 
called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promiſes ; that by theſe we might be partakers of the divine nature, 
having eſcaped the corruption that is in the world*. Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his abundant mercy, hatl 
| begotten us again unto a lively hope by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from 
the dead'. Who verily was fore-ordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifeſt in theſe laſt times for you, who by him do believe in God that 
raiſed him from the dead, and gave him glory, that your faith and hope migl: 
be in God ©, And we deſire that every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence 
to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end d. Even as Abraham believed God, 
and it was accounted to him for righteouſneſs * Who againſt hope believed in 
hope; he ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God through unbelief ; but was {tron 
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in faith, giving glory to God t. And therefore it was imputed to him for righ- 
cconſneſs. Now it was not written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed to 
him; but for us alſo to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we believe on him that raiſed 
Jeſus our Lord from the dead s. For when God made promiſe to Abraham, 
ecauſe he could ſwear by no greater, he ſware by himſelf, ſaying, Surely bleſ— 
ing, 1 will bleſs thee ; and multiplying, I will multiply thee. And fo after he 
had patiently endured, he obtained the promiſe. For men verily ſwear by the 
greater; and an oath for confirmation, is to them an end of all ſtrife. Where- 
in God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the immuta— 
bility of his counſel, confirmed it by an oath ; that by two immutable things, 
a which it was impoſſible for God to lie, we might have a ſtrong conſolation 
io have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet before us; which hope 
we have as an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which entereth in- 
do that within the vail “. 

Therefore, being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God though our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; by whom alſo we have acceſs by faith into this grace wherein we 
ſtand, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. In whom alſo we have ob- 
tained an inheritance ; that we ſhould be to the praiſe of his glory, who firſt 
truſted in Chriſt, In whom ye allo truſted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the goſpel of your ſalvation . For all the promiſes of God, in him are 
Yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us!. For if when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much more be- 
ing reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life“. What ſhall we ſay then to theſe 
things? If God be for us, who can be againſt us? He that ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give 
us all things® ? 


up 


SECT. g. Through him we may confidently hope for all that is truly neceſ- 
ſary for us in this ſtate of mortality. 


And Feſus ſaid unto his diſciples, Take no thought for your life, what ye ſhall 
cat; neither for the body what ye ſhall put on. The life is more than meat, 
and the body is more than raiment. Conſider the ravens; for they neither 
iow nor reap; which neither have ſtore-houſe nor barn; and God fecdeth them, 
how much more are ye better than the fowls? And which of you taking thought, 
can add to his ſtature one cubit? Tf ye then be not able to do that thing which is 
leaſt, why take ye thought for the reſt ? Conſiderthe lilies how they grow; they 
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toil not, they ſpin not; and yet I ſay unto you, that Solomon in all his glo- 
ry was not arrayed like one of theſe. If then God ſo clothe the graſs, which i 
to day in the field, and to-morrow is caſt into the oven; how much more will 
he clothe you, O ye of little faith *? Therefore take no thought, ſaying, Wh: 
ſhall we cat? or what ſhall we drink? or wherewitha] ſhall we be clothed ? nei. 
ther be ye of doubtful mind. For all theſe things do the nations of the world 
ſeek after; and your Father knoweth you have need of theſe things. But ra. 
ther ſeck ye the kingdom of God, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you ©, 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing, by prayer and ſupplication wich 
thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made known unto God“; caſting all your cue 
upon him; for he careth for you ©. For he hath faid, I will never leave thee, 
nor forſake thee t. 


SECT. 10, For aid and ſupport in duties and trials. 


BEWARE of men; for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will 
{courge you in their ſynagogues; and ye ſhall be brought before governors and 
kings for my ſake, for a teſtimony againſt them and the Gentiles. - But when 
they deliver you up, take no thought how, or what ye ſhall ſpeak; for it ſhal! 
be given you in that ſame hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. For it is not ye that ſpeak, 
bur the ſpirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in you *. Settle it therefore in your 
hearts, not to meditate before what ye ſhull anſwer. For I will give you 2 
mouth and wiſdom which all your adverſaries ſhall not be able to gainſay nor 
reſiſt >, And lo, I am with you alway even unto the end of the world e. | hcl 
things I have ſpoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world 
ye ſhall have tribulation 3 but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world", 
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: Not as the world giveth 
give I unto you: Let not your heart be troubled, neither Jet it be afraid”, 
Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world f, I can do al! thing 
through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth mes. 

Now for a ſeaſon, if necd be, ye are in heavineſs through manifold tempta- 
tions, that the trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold cht 
periſheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praiſe, and honour 
and »lory, at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt ; whom having not ſeen ye love; i 
wuom, though now ve ſee him not, yet believing ye rejoice with joy unte 
able, and full of glory *, Caſt not away therefore your confidence, which u 

great 
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great recompence of reward; for ye have need of patience, that after ye have 
gone the will of God. ye might receive the promiſe!. Be patient, therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord, Behold the huſband-man waiteth for 
the precious fruits of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive 
the carly and latter rain. Be ye alſo patient; ſtabliſh your hearts; for the co- 
ming of the Lord draweth nigh*; and unto them that look for him, ſhall he aps 
pear the ſecond time, without ſin unto ſalvation ', Whereforc, let them that 
ſuſſer according to the will of God, commit the keeping of their ſouls to him in 
well doing, as unto a faithful Creator®. For therefore we both labour, and ſuffer 
reproach, becauſe we truſt in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, ſpc- 
cy of thoſe that believe ®. My grace is ſufſicient for thee®. Now our Lord 
Icſus Chritt himſelf, and God, even our Father, who hath loved us, and hath gi- 
ven us everlaſting conſolation, and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts, and ſtabliſn you in every good word and work”, And the Lord direct 
your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Chritt 4, 


SECT. 11.—for final ſalvation, and eternal life, 


FEAR not, little flock ; for it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you tlie 
kingdom *. Let not your hearts be troubled ; ye believe in God, believe alto 
in me, In my Father's houſe are many manſions ; if it were not ſo, 1 would 
have told you; I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, 1 will come again, and receive you unto myſelf; that where I am, 
there ye may be allo b. 

The earneſt expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifeſtation of the 
ſons of God, For the creature was made ſubject to vanity, not willingly, but 
by reaſon of him who hath ſubjected the ſame in hope ©. And not only they, 
but ourſelves alſo, who have the firſt fruits of the Spirit, to wit, we ourſelves 
groan within ourſelves, waiting for the adoption, even the redemption of our 
body. For we are ſaved by hope; but hope that is ſeen is not hope; tor what 
a man ſeeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we lee not, 
then do we with patience wait for it 4. For we know, that if our carthly houſe 
of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe not wade 
with hands, eternal in the heavens e. For we that are in this tabernacle do 
eroan, being burdened ; not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be ſwallowed up of lite f. Theretore we are always con- 
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fident, knowing that whilſt we are at home in the body, we are abſent from the 
Lords, We are contident, I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent from the body 
and to be preſent with the Lord. For we, through the Spirit, wait for he 
hope of righteouſneſs by faith i ; looking for, and halting unto the coming ot 
the day of God. For we, according to his promiſe, look for new heavens, ung 
a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs *, Wherefore pird up the loins ot 
your mind, be ſober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt“; if ye continue in the faith, groundeg 
and ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope of the goſpel ® : Logkir 

for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and oy: 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt "; putting on the breaſtplate of faith and love, and for an 
helmet the hope of ſalvation e; wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, even Jeſus who delivered us from the wrath to come ?. And 
now, little children, abide in him; that when he ſhall appear, we may have 
conſidence, and not be aſhamed before him at his coming“: Waiting for tlic 
coming of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall alſo confirm you to the end”, in the 
hope of ctcrnal life, which God that cannot lic, promiſed before the world be- 
gan“; building up yourſelves in your moſt holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life *. Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt “. . 

God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world *. For] an 
crucified with Chriſt ; nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; 
and the life that I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me“. We are the circumciſion, which 
worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence 
in the fleſh *. Woe are made partakers of Chriſt, if we hold the beginning of 
our confidence ſtedfaſt unto the end a. For our converſation is in heaven; 
from whence alſo we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who flall 
change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, ac. 


cording to the working whereby he is able even to ſubdue all things unto hin- 
elf. 
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EdT. 12. 4 ſteady truſt in Cod, and the comforts flowing from it, ex- 
preſſed in the prayers and praiſes of the ſaints. 


BlEss Eb is the people that Know the joyful ſound ; they ſhall walk, O Lord, 
in the light of thy countenance, In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day; and 
in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted, For thou art the glory of their 
ſtrength; and in thy favour our horn ſhall be exalted. For the Lord is our de- 
ſence, and the holy One of Ifrael is our king *. The Lord will be a refuge for 
the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trouble. And they that know thy name, 
will put their truſt in thee; for thou haſt not forſaken them that ſcek thee e. 
Thou haſt been a ſtrength to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a 
retuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat; when the blaſt of the terrible 
ones is as a ſtorm againſt the wall -, O how great is thy goodneſs which thou 
haſt laid up for them that fear thee ; which thou wroughtſt for them that truſt in 
thee, before the ſons of men | Thou ſhalt hide him in the ſecret of thy preſence 
from the pride of man; thou ſhalt keep them ſecretly in a pavilion from the 
ſtrife of tongues a. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is 
{tayed upon thee; becauſe he truſteth in thee *. Since the beginning of the 
world, men have not heard, nor perceived by the car, neither hath the eye ſeen, 
0 God, beſides thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him. 

O God of our ſalvation, who art the confidence of all the ends of the earth, 
and of them that are afar off upon the ſea, Let all thoſe that put their truſt in 
thee, rejoice. Let them ever ſhout for joy; becauſe thou defendeſt them. For 
thou, Lord, wilt bleſs the righteous; with favour wilt thou compaſs him as with 
a ſhield>, For the Lord God is a fun and ſhield ; the Lord will give grace and 
glory ; no good thing will he with-hold from them that walk uprightly. O Lord 
o hoſts, bleſſed is the man that truſteth in thee *, Our fathers truſted in thee ; 
they trutted and thou didſt deliver them. They cricd unto thee and were delivered; 
they truſted in thee, and were not confounded *. O Lord, be gracious to us, we 
have waited for thee ; be thou their arm every morning; our ſalvation allo in 
che time of trouble 1. Behold as the eyes of ſervants look unto the hand of their 
malters, and the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her miſtreſs; ſo our eyes 
wait upon the Lord our God, until that he have mercy upon us *. Art not thou 
he, O Lord our God? therefore we will wait upon thee ; for thou haſt made 
all things a. Our ſoul waiteth for the Lord; he is our help and our ſhicld. For 

our 
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O Lord, be upon us, according as we hope in thee e. 
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our heart ſhall rejoice in him; becauſe we have truſted in him. Let thy mercy 

In thee, O Lord, do I put my truſt ; let me never be aſhamed, Be thou my 
ſtrong rock, ter an houſe of defence to ſave me; for thou art my rock, and ms 
fortrels ; thou art my ſtrengthꝰ. Unto thee, O Lord, dv I lift up my ſoul, 0 
my God, 1 truſt in thee; let me not be aſhamed a; for thou art the God of my 
ſal vation, on thee do ] wait all the day, O keep my foul and deliver me; for! 
put my truſt in thee", Many there be which ſay of my ſoul, there is no help 
for him in God. But thou, O Lord, art a ſhield for me, my glory, and the liſte; 
up of mine head, I will wait upon thy name, for it is good before thy ſaint, 
] wait for the Lord; my foul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. My foul 
waiteth for the Lord, more than they that watch for the morning. Let Ig! 
hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteou; 
redemption". Unleſs the Lord had been my help, my ſoul had almoſt dwelt in 


ſilence. When 1 laid, my foot flippeth; thy mercy, O Lord, held me up“. 


cried unto thee, O Lord; I ſaid, thou art my refuge, and my portion in the land 
of the living?” Remember thy word unto thy ſervant, on which thou halt cay- 
ſed me to hope; for 1 have hoped in thy judgments ?. And now, Lord, what 
wait I for? my hope is in thee a. I have truſted in thy mercy, my heart jhall 
rejoice in thy ſalvation d. Lord I have hoped for thy ſalvation, and done thy 
commandments ; uphold me according to thy word; and let me not be aſhuncd 
of my hope ©. -Be thou my {trong habitation, whereunto J may continually re- 
ſort; for thou art my rock and fortreſs“. Thou art my hope, O Lord God; 
thou art my truſt from my youth; by thee have 4 been holden up from the 
womb ; thou art he that took me out of my mother's bowels. I am as a wonder 
unto many; but thou art my ſtrong refuge . Bleffed be the Lord my ftrength, 
my goodneſs, and my fortrels, my high-tower, and my deliverer, my ſhield, and 
he in whom I truſt t. The Lord is my defence; and my God is the rock ot ny 
retuocs, What time lam afraid, I will truſt in thee; when I cry unto thee, then 
{hall mine enemies turn back; this I know, for God is for meh. In God have! 
put my truſt; I will not fear what man can do unto mei. I will hope continual 
ly, and will yet praife thee more and more*. I will go in the ſtrength 0! the 
Lord God; I will make mention of thy, righteouſneſs, even of thine only! I 
thou haſt been a ſhelter for me, and a ſtrong tower from the enemy. I will 


bide in thy tabernacle for ever; I will truſt in the covert of thy wings“. [ K 
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both lay me down in peace, and ſleep; for thou only makeſt me dwcll in ſafe— 
yo, I will ſing of thy power; yea L will ling of thy mercy in the morning; 
{ar thou hatt been my defence, and retuge in the day of trouble“. 

My Father thou art the guide of my youth ?. Becauſe thou hait been my help; 
etetore in the ſhadow of thy wings will I rcjoice®%. I am coninually with 
dee; thou haſt holden me by my right hand. Thou ſhalt guide me with thy 
-ganſel, and afterwards receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven, but 
ee: and there is none upon earth that I dehre beſides thee *, My fleſh and my 
rt fületh; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever e. 
Tc Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup; thou maintainett 
„ot. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth ; my fleth al- 
hh reſt in hope“. As for me I will behold thy face in rightcouſncis, I ſhall 
{ified when I awake with thy likeneſs *. 


es of genuine truſt, in the characters of Abraham, Joſhua and Calo), 
” 4 * — 4 
David, Alis, Fehoſhaphat, aud Hlegefiahi. 


Turks are many texts relating to this important ſubjcct of trulting in God, 
- which are not quoted in this chapter. Many of theſe will occur in the follow- 
ing chapter, Of Reftpnation ; and others will be found in part 1, chap. 17, Of 
* the Truth and Faithjulncſs of God.” 


« BuT before we leave this article, it will not be improper to mention a few 
' inttances of diſtruſt, and its fatal conſequences ; and ſome examples of a holy 
* confidence in God, and the bleſſed fruits ariſing from it.” 


„Or the firit ſort, the people of Iſrael give us many melancholy inſtances, 
They had been ſignally favoured of God, Who, by many miracles and won- 
ders, had brought them out of Egypt, and ſupported them in the wil- 
derneſs by the fame miraculous interpoſition. But their criminal dutruſt which 
prompted them to ſay,” Can God furniſh a table in the wildernels? Can he 
give bread alſo? Can he provide fleſh for his people? “ highly provoked che 
* Lord,” The Lord was wroth, ſo a fire was Kindied againſt Jacob, and anger 
came up againſt Iſrael; becauſe they believed not in God, and truſted not 
ls falvation *, 

M m m Bur 


» Pſal. iv. g. * Pſal. Ix. 16. x Jer. iii. 4. 4 Pſa), Liti. 7. 
* Plal. Izxii. 23, 24, 25. [ Plal. Ixxiil. 26. © Plal. xvi. 5. u Plal, xvi. 9. 
* Pfal. xvii. 15» 


Paal. Lavi. 19, —22, 
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“ Bur the fin and danger of diſtruſting God, and confiding in created Power 
is repreſented in a very ſtriking manner by the prophet Ifaiah, in the rebuke g 
ven by him to the people of Judah, on account of their confidence in Egypt. 
Wo to the rebellious children, faith the Lord, that take counſel, but not of me: 
and that cover with a covering, but not of my Spirit; that they may add fin 0 
ſin: That walk to go down into Egypt, (and have not aſked at my mouth) to 
ſtrengthen themſelves in the ſtrength of Pharaoh, and to truſt in the ſhadow ot 
Egypt d. Therefore ſhall the ſtrength of Pharaoh be your ſhame, and the try 
in the ſhadow of Egypt your confuſion*, Wo to them that go down to Egypt. 
for help, and ſtay on horſes, and truſt in chariots, becauſe they are many, and 
in horſemen, becauſe they are very ſtrong; but they look not to the Holy One 
of Iſrael, neither ſeck the Lord. Now the Egyptians are men, and not God: 
and their horſes fleſh, and not ſpirit ; when the Lord ſhall ſtretch out his hand, 
both he that helpeth ſhall fall, and he that is holpen ſhall fall down, and they 


al! ſhall fail together ©, 


« WII far greater pleaſure we quote the following examples of a humble 
{© truſt in God, in arduous circumſtances. 


« ABRAHAM bears the name of the father of the faithful; and what is record- 
ed concerning him, ſhows the juſtneſs of the title. Scarcely can there be x 
ce {tronger proof of an unlimited confidence in the promiſe of God, than the 
« words of the apoſtle import.” By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offer- 
ed up Iſaac; and he that had received the promiſes, offered up his only ſon; 
of whom it was ſaid, That in Iſaac ſhall thy feed be called. Accounting that 
God was able to raiſe hin up even from the dead; from whence allo he re- 


ccived him in a figure f. 


« WHAT a noble confidence in God did Joſhua and Caleb expreſs, when the 
«<« giſtruſting Iſraelites murmured, on the'report of the ſpies, aud talked of re- 
« turning to Egypt ?” They ſpake unto all the company of the children of I- 
racl, ſaying, The land which we paſſed through to ſearch it, is an exceeding 
good land. If the Lord delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give 
it us. Only rebel not ye againſt the Lord, neither fear ye the people of thc 
land ; for they are bread for us ; their defence is departed from them, and the 
Lord is with us; fear them not“. 


« Tyx words of David, when going to fight with Goliah, give us one of the 


ee nobleſt examples of true bravery, founded on a holy confidence in the living 
“% God.” 


b Ia. xxx. I, 2. c Iſa. xxx. 3. 4 Iſa, xxxl. I © Iſa, xxxi. 3. 
t Heb. xi. 17, 18, 19, „ Numb, xiv, 7, 8, 9. 
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« God.” Then ſaid David to the Philiſtine, Thou comeſt to me with a ſword 
and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
ot hoſts, the God of the armies of Ifracl, whom thou haſt defied. This day 
will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; that all the earth may know, that 
there is a God in Ifracl*, And all this aſſembly ſhill know, that the Lord ſa— 
vcth not with ſword and ſpear ; for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give 


you into our hands |, 


« Iv the hiſtory of Aſa we find one diſtinguiſhed inſtance of pious confidence 
in God, and another of ſhametul timidity and diſtruſt. The firſt was, when, 
going to battle againſt Zerah the Ethiopian, and his mighty hoſt.'“ Aſa cri- 
:4 unto the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, 
whether with many, or with them that have no power. Help us, O Lord 
our God; for we reſt on thee ; and in chy name we go aguinlt this multitude. 
O Lord, thou art our God, let not man prevail againit thee. So the Lord ſmote 
the Echiopians before Aſa k. © Yet even this good king became culpable by a 
timorous difidence, In order to ſecure himſelf againſt the deſigns of Baaſha 
« king of Iſrael,” Aſa brought out ſilver and gold out of the treaſures of the 
Louſe of the Lord, and of the king's houſe, and ſent to Benhadad king of Syria. 
His league with that prince was diſpleaſing to God, and unfortunate for him- 
ſelf.“ Hanani the ſeer came to Aſa king of Judah, and ſaid unto him, Becauſe 
thou haſt relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God, 
therefore is the hoſt of the King of Syria eſcaped out of thy hand. Were not 
the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge hoſt, with very many chariots and horſe- 
men? Yet becauſe thou didſt rely on the Lord, he delivered them into thine 
hand. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf of them whoſe heart is perfect towards him”, 


{© Tax fervent prayer, and the humble confidence of Jehoſhaphat, when in- 
vaded by the vaſt armies of Moab, Ammon, and mount Scir, was followed 
with glorious ſucceſs. Jehoſhaphat ſaid,” O our God, wilt thou not judge 
them? for we have no might againſt this great company that comet! againlt us; 
neither know we what to do; but our eyes are upon thee®, Then upon Jaha- 
zcel came the Spirit of the Lord, and he ſaid, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye in- 
hubitants of Jeruſalem, and thou king Jehoſhaphat, Thus faith the Lord unto 
You, Be not afraid, nor diſmaid, by reaſon of this great multitude ; for the bat- 
tleis not yours, but God's *. Ye ſhall not need to fight in this battle; ſet your- 


(elves, ſtand ye (till, and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and 
Jeruſalem ; for the Lord will be with you“. 
M m m 2 „ HEZEKI AH 


> Sam. xvii. 45, 46. Sam. xvii. 47. * 2 Chron, xiv. 11, 12. 2 Chfon. zvi. 2. 
* 2 Chron, xvi. 7, 8, 9. n 2 Chron, XX, 12. * 2 Chron. xx. 14, 15. Þ 2 Chron. Xx. 17. 
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PART V. 


«& HEzEKIan is highly honoured by the character given him in holy wr. 
5 that” he truited in the Lord God of Ifrael. “ In what a noble manner li 
he expreſs his confidence in God, when the land of Judah was invaded by Sen. 
„ nacherib, that blaſphemous king of Afſyria ? After raking every prudent mew. 
& ſure for defence, he endeavoured to inſpire his pcople with the ſame holy con. 
& fdence in God, with which he himlelf was animated,” He gathered tc 
together to him, in the {treet of the gate of the city, and ſpake comfortabſy a 
them, ſaying, Be {trong and courageous; be not afraid, nor diſinay ed for the by 
of Aſlyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him; tor there be more wi). , 
than with him. With him is an arm of fleſh, but with us is the Lord 6ur G. | 
to help us, and to fight our battles: And the people reſted themſelves upon: 
words of Hezckiah king of Judah%. And the Lord ſent an angel which cut 6 
all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captains in the camp of t 
king of Aﬀyria; ſo he returned with ſhime of face to his own land. Thus 
Lord ſaved IHezckiah ; fo that he was magniſied in the fight of all nations, . 
thencetorth 7, 


* 2 Chron, xxxi1. 6, 7, 8. r 2 Chron, zxxil, 21, 22, 23s 


Cyap, VIIL Of RESIGONAT TON to the Will of Gov, 


„% „ 


Of RESIGNATION 70 the WILL of Gon, and of SUBMIssION 
and PATLIENCE #1 AFFLICTION. 


37 cr. 1. In this ſtate of diſcipline and trial, we muſt expect aſſlictions. 2. 
All theſe are directed by the eternal Sovereign, whoſe dominion is over ui! 


z. Various diſtreſles are brouſtht upon men, which are the natural cticets a, 


well us the juit punichment of their vice and wickedneſs, 4. Even the he: 


vielt aſi tions are to be endured by his fci vants with humble ſubuniſſion. ©, 
Lipecially when they contider their own demerits, and his gracious purposes 
towards them. 6. His merciful declarations and promiſes tor their ſupp 
and conſolation. 7. To this purpoſe alſo are the inſtructions of our gc. 
Lord and Saviour. 8. In his laſt ſufferings, he has given us the molt pertcc! 
enn ple of reſignation to the divine will. 9. His example is {tated as a rule 


and motive to this duty. 10. We have alſo laid betore us the ſuflerings ot 


his apoſtles, and their worthy behaviour under them. 11. Undcr all our {u{- 
ferings we are called to abide ſtedfaſtly in the way of our duty. 12 -n 
Patience to wait on God for ſupport and deliverance. 13. To this conc! 
we arc encouraged by the view of the bleſſed fruits of affliction to the {cr- 
vants of God. 14. —By our being allured that the Chriſtian's ſufferings wil! 
oon have an end, And, 15.—By the proſpect of the eternal recompence pro— 
vided for us. 16. The apoltle John's viſion of the felicity to be enjoycd i: 
the kingdom of God by thoſe who have ſuffered for his ſake. 17. Thee 
views have animated the ſaints, ſo as to make them ſometimes to triumph e- 
ven in the greateſt tribulations, 18. The whole ſabject illuſtrated in che 
confellions, prayers, and praiſes of the ſervants of God. Examples. 


SEC T.1. In this ſtate of diſcipline and trial, we muſt expect afflictions. 


LTHoven affliction cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth trouble 
{pring out of the ground; yet man is born unto trouble as the ſparks fiy 


ward. Confider the work of God! for who can make that ſtraight which 
e hath made crooked ? In the day of proſperity be joyful ; but in the day of a- 
| vertity 


2 1 Job v. 6, 7. 
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verſity conſider. God alſo hath ſet the one over againſt the other 5, It is bette: 


to go to the houſe of mourning, than to go to the houſe of feaſting ; for that; 
the end of all men, and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow js better than 


laughter; for by the ſaqneſs of the countenance the heart is made better. The 


heart of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning ; but the heart of fools j; in the 


houſe of mirthe. Man that is born of a bade is of few days and 


fall Ot 
trouble a. 


SECT. 2. All theſe are directed by the eternal Sovereign, whoſe doin, 
is over all, 


Way, ſeing times are not hidden from the Almighty, do they that kno 
him, nor ſee his days* ? Dominion and fear are with him, he maketh Peace 
in his high places. Is there any number of his armies»? With him is wiſdom 
and ſtrength, he hath counſel and underſtanding. Behold he breaketh donn, 
and it cannot be built again; he ſhutteth up a man, and there can be no opening 
Behold he with-holdeth the waters, and they dry up; alſo he ſendeth them 
out, and they overturn the earth*. If he cur off, and ſhut up, or gather togc- 
ther; then who can hinder him? None can ſtay his hand, or ſay unto hin 
What doſt thou © ? Should it be according to thy mind? he will recompence it, 
whether thou refuſe, or whether thou chooſe f Why doſt thou ſtrive again! 
him? for he giveth not account of any of his matters s. If God will not with- 
draw his anger, the proud helpers do ſtoop under him. How much leſs ſhall 
anſwer him, and chooſe out my words to reaſon with him? whom, though! 
were righteons, yet would I not anſwer, but I would make ſupplication to my 
judge“. Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty inftruct him? he thatre- 
proveth God, let him anſwer it“. Wilt thou condemn him that is moſt juit? B 


it ticto ſay to a King, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly? hos 


mach leſs to him, that accepteth not the perſons of princes, nor regardeth thc 
rich more than the poor? for they all are the works of his hands*. He is wiſe 
in heart, and mighty in ſtrength; who hath hardened himſelf againſt him, and 
hath proſpered *? The Lord killeth, and maketh alive ; he bringeth down to 
the ygr-c, and bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich; be 
bring ot. low, and liftetn up. He raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth 
up ihe beggar from the dunghill“. What, ſhall we receive good at the hand 0! 


the 
* Eccleſ. vii. 135 14. c Eccleſ. vii, 2, 3 4. 4 Job. xiv. 1. 
$ 2. * Job xiv. 1. d Job xxv. 2, 3, © Job xii 13, 14, 15. a Job xi. 10 
e Dan iv. 33. fob xxxiv. 33. s Job xxxiii. 13, b Job ix. 1315 


j Job AI. 2. * Job xxxiv. 175 18, 19. I Job ix. 4. m x Sam. ii. 6558 
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the Lord, and ſhall we not receive evil* ? The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 


ken away; bleſſed be the name of the Lordo. Behold he taketh away ; who 
can hinder him: ? who will ſay unto him, What doſt thon ”, 


Thus faith the Lord, J am the Lord, and there is none elſe, there is no god 
peſides me 4. 1 form the light, and create darkneſs; I make peace, and create 
eil; I the Lord do all theſe things". See now that I, even I am he, and there 
no god with me. 1 kill, and I make alive; 1 wound, and I heal; neither i; 
there any that can deliver out of my hand t. 0 houſc of Iſrael, faith the Lord, 
Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, ſo are ye in mine hand O houſe of 
tach. Wo unto him that ſtriveth with his Maker; let the pot ſlierd ſtrive 
wich the pot ſherds of the earth; ſhall the clay ſay to him that faſhioneth it, 
nat makeſt thou? or thy work, He hath no hands? Wo unto him that (ith 
0 his father, What begetteſt thou? or to the woman, What haſt thou brought 
vrth* ? Shall the work ſay of him that made it, He made me not? or {hall the 
hing framed ſay of him that framed it, He had no underſtanding * ? 


SECT. 3. Various diſtreſſes are brought upon men, which are the natural 
effects, as well as the juſt puniſhment of their vice and wickedneſs, 


Say ye to the righteous, that it ſhall be well with him : For they ſhall cat 
the fruit of their doings. . Wo unto the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him: For 
the reward of his hands ſhall be given him*. The wicked ſhall fall by his own 
wickedneſs >, The fooliſhneſs of man perverteth his way ; and his heart fret- 
teth againſt the Lord ©. Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy back- 
lidings ſhall reprove thee : Know therefore and ſee, that it is an evil thing and 
bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in 
thee, ſaith the Lord God of hoſts *. Evil purſueth ſinners *. They ſhall cat 
of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devicesf, He that 
purſuerh evil, purſueth it to his own death: His bones are full of the fin of 
iis youth uh. Many ſorrows ſhall be to the wicked ', They are like the trou- 
bled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. There is no 
peace, faith my God, to the wicked &. 


S. E CT, 


1 Ia. xiv. 1, 5. 
IIa. xiv. 9, 10. 


Job ii. 10. 
Iſa xlv. 9. 
* Ifa. xxix. 16. 


? Job ix. 12. 
t Jer. xvili. 6. 


© Job i. 21. 
Deut. xxxii. 39. 


53 J. ili. 10, 11. b Prov. xi. 5. Prov. xix. 3. d Jer. in. 19. 
Prov. xini. 21. f Prov. 1. 31. Prov. Xl. 19. Job xx. 11, 


' Plal, xxxii, 10, * Iſa, lvii, 20, 21. 
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Sr.CT. 4. Even the heavieſt afſlictions are to be endured by his |;,,,, 
vans 
with humble ſubmi{/ion. 


I, am the man that hath feen affliction by the rod of his wrath, He bath he 
me, and brought me into darkneſs, but not into light. Surely againtt me 
i» be turncd, he turneth his hand againſt me all the day *. He hath ber 
his bow, and fet me as a mark for the arrow. He hath cauſed the arr... 
of his quiver to enter into my reinsd. He hath filled me with bitterneſs, be 
Pail made me drunken with worwood®, Is it nothing to you, all ye that ; 
by ? behold and fee if there be any forrow like unto my ſorrow, which js dene 
unto me, wherewith the Lord hath atlticted me in the day of his fierce nne 175 
And 1 hid, my ſtrength and my hope is periſhed from the Lord; remembcigg 
mine allition and miſcry, the wormwood and the gall, My foul Fath them 
{7411 in remein br: INCC, and is humbled! in nie. It 15 0 che Lord's mercies that; 0 
are not conſumed, becatfe his comp:thons fail not“. It is good that a men 
ſhould both hope, and quictly wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. It is e944 
for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth, He fitteth alone and kecpeth fl 
enge, bectuſe he hath born it upon him. He putteth his mouth in the dull, 17 
% be there may be hope. He giveth his cheek to him that ſmiteth him, he i; 
filed full with reproach. For the Lord will not caſt off for ever. But thou! 
le cauſe grief, yet will he have comp ſſion, according to the multitude of 1; 
mercics; for he doth not afilict willingly nor grieve the children of men. 


» 


Sr cr. 5. Eſpecially when they confider their own demerits, and his gradi. 
ous purpnſes towards them, 


"UFRFFORE doth a living man complain, a man for the puniſhment of Ii 
1 1 Behold, happy is the man whom God corre cth; therefore defpily 10! 
thou the chaitning of the Almighty ; for he maketh Nis. and bindeth up; bc 


—— ä — 


* 


be holden in cords of zülliction, then he ſheweth them their work, and the 
tranſereſlions wherein they have exceeded, He openeth their car to d:/cip! 

and commandeth that they ICLUTN rom iniquity v2 that he may wit! haraw mal 
from his purpoſe, and hide pride from mans. My fon deſpiſe thou not | 


chaſtning of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction; for whom the Lv! 
F rel 


F. am. i. 1. 2, 3. b Lam. iii. 12, 13. e Lam. iii. 15. d Lam 1. 12. 
e Lam. iii. 18, — aa. f Lam. iii. 26,33. 


$ 5, Lam. i. 39. b Job v. 17, 18. e Job xxxvi. 8, 9, 10. Job XXIII, 17» 
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ſovreth, he correcteth, even as a father the ſon in whom he delighteth ©, If thou 
{int in the day of adverſity, thy ſtrength is ſmall *, Surely it is meet to be {uid 
unto God, I have born chaſtiſement, I will not offend any more e. Bchola I am 
(ile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my month. Once 
117c | ſpoken, but I will not anſwer ; yea twice, but I will proceed no further“. 
All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change come. Zea, 
on he thould flay me, yer will I tratt in lim; and I will wait upon the 
Lord that hideth his face, and I will look tor him. I will bear the indignation 
or the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againit him, until he plead iny cauſe, and ex- 
(ente judgment for me; he will bring me forth to the light, and 1 ſhall behold 


11; riohtcouſnels®, When he hath tried me I Hall come forth as gold *, 


1 
9E r. 6. His merciful declaratious and promiſes for their ſupport and con. 
ſolalion. 


Tuou ſpakeſt in viſion to thy holy One, and ſaidſt, I have lid help on one 
that is mighty; 1 have exalted one choſen out of the people. Iis feed alſo will 
{ make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days oi heaven. It his children 
„ torſake my law, and walk not in iy judgments ; if they break my {tatutcs, 
11. keep not my commandments; then will I vitit their tranſgrefſion with the 
, and their iniquity with ſtripes. Nevertheleſs, my loving kindneſs will I 
nad utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail». And they ſhall 
der the puniſhment of their iniquity ;z that the houſe of Iſracl may go no more 
Ay from me ©, I will bring them through the fire, and will retine them as 
lilver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried d. And I will turn my hand 
on thee, and purely purge away thy droß, and take away all thy tins. And! 
will cauſe you to paſs under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond ot the 
covenuntf, Zion ſhall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with righ- 
tcoalncls®, And it ſhall come to paſs, that he that is leic in Zion, and he that 
remaineth in Jeruſalem, ſhall be called holy; when the Lord mall have waſhed 
away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and ſhall have purged the blood of Jcru— 
fulem from the midit thereof, by the ſpirit of judgment, and by the ſpiric of 
Darning Þ, By this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be puryed ; and this is all the truit 
10 take away his fin', As many as I love, I rebuke and chatten k. 


Nnn Though 


„ Job zl. 4, 5. 
m Mic. vii. 9. 


e ſob xxviv. zt. 
1 IIa. viii. 17. 


f Prov. %Xiv. 10. 
* Job xiii. 15. 


Prov. iii. 11, 12. 
i Tob ziv. 14. 
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Part v. 


Though briars and thorns be with thee, and thou dwell among ſcorpions ; he 
not afraid, nor diſmayed i. Fear none of theſe things which thou ſhalt fuffer 
Behold the devil ſhall cait ſome of you into priſon, that ye may be tried; ang 
ye ſhall have tribulation. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thc, 
crown of life“. For thou haft little ſtrength, and haſt not denied my name. 
Bec inſe thou haſt Kept the word ot my patience, I alſo will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation, which ſhall come upon all che wo-1d, to try them that duc 
upon the earth. For a ſmall moment have I torſaken thee, but with great 
mercy will gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for 1 mo- 
ment; but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord 
thy Redeemer o. Oh thou afflicted, toſſed with tempeſt, and not comforted, be. 
hold, I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with f- 
phires. And J will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, 
and all thy borders of pleaſant ſtones “. Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth, 
and break forth into ſinging, O mountains; for the Lord hath comforted hi; 
people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted, But Zion ſaid, The Lord hth 
forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her ſucking 
child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the fon of her womb? Yea they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold J have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands, thy walls are continually before me“. 


SECT. 7. To this purpoſe alſo are the inſtructions of our Lord and Saviour, 


BLesSED are they that mourn ; for they ſhall be comforted . Bleſſed are 
they which are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake ; for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and 
mall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſely for my ſake b; rejoice and be 
exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven; for ſo perſecuted they 
the prophets which were before you ©. Blefled be ye poor; for yours is the 
kingdom of God. Bleſſed are ye that hunger now; for ye ſhall be filled 
Bloſſed are ye that weep now; for ye ſhall laugh. Bleſſed are ye when men 
{hall hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparare you from their company, and 
ſhall reproach you, and caſt out your name as evil, for the Son of ms 
ſake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy ; for behold your reward 1s great 
in heaven g. Every one that hath forſaken houſes, or brethren, or filters, ot 
farher, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for my name's ſake, ſhall re- 
ceive an hundredtold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting life © It any man will come 


after 
Ezek. ii. 6. m Rev. ii. 10. a Rev. iii, 8, 10. © Iſa, liv. 7, 8. 
P Iſa liv. 11, 12. 1 Ila xlix. 13,16. 
$ 7. Matth. v. 4. b Matth. v. 10, It, © Matth. v. 12. 4 Luke Vi, 20,27 
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after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs and follow me. For who. 
ſever will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it; and whoſoever will loſe his life tor my | 
ſake, ſhall find it fo And bleſſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be offended in mes. 
Theſe things have I ſpoken, that ye ſhould not be offended. They ſhall put 


ou out of the ſynagogues; yea the time cometh that whoſoever killeth you, 
will think he doth God ſervice l. They ſhall lay their hands on you, and perſc- 
cute you, delivering you up to the ſynagogues, and into priſons, being brought 
before kings and rulers for my name's ſake 1. And ye ſhall be betrayed both by 
Parents, and brethren, and Kinsfolks, and friends; and ſome of you ſhall they 
cauſe to be put to death. And ye ſhall be hated of all men for my name's ſake k. 
jn your patience poſſeſs ye your fouls 1, | 
« The twelve Jeſus ſent forth, and commanded them, Saying.” Behold, I 

ſend you forth as ſheep in the midlt of wolves ; be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, | 
and harmleſs as doves. But beware of men; tor they will dcliver you up to | | 

| 

| 
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the councils, and they will ſcourge you in their ſynagogues, And ye {hall be 
brought before governors and kings for my fake, tor a teſtimony againſt them 
nd the Gentiles a. And ye ſhall be hated of all men for my name's ſake ; but 
le that endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved “. Are not two ſparrows ſold for a 
farthing ? and one of them ſhall not fall on the ground without your Father. 
Bur the very hairs of your head are all numbred. Fear ye not therefore, ye arc 
of more value than many ſparrows o. If the world hate you, ye know that it x 
hated me, before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love | 
his own 3 but becauſe ye are not of the world, but I have choſen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I ſaid un- 
to you, The ſervant is not greater than the Lord, If they have petſecuted me, 
they will alſo perſecute you?. Verily, verily | fay unto you, that ye ſhall weep 
and lament, but the world ſhall rejoice ; and ye ſhall be ſorrowful, but your {or- 
row ſhall be turned into joy. A woman when ſhe is in travail hath ſorrow be— 
cauſe her hour is come; but as ſoon as ſhe is delivered of the child, ſhe renicm- ; 

| 
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breth no more the anguiſh, for joy that a man is born into the world. And ye 
nov therefore have ſorrow ; but 1 will ſee you again, and your hearts ſhall re- | 
joice, and your joy no man taketh from you %, Theſe things have I ſpoken un- 1 
o you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye ſhall have tribulati- 
on; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world”, 


Nnn 2 YECT, 
' Matth. xvi. 24, 25. s Matth. xi. 6. n John zvi. 1, 2. i Luke xxi. 12, 
* Luke xxl. 16, 17, 1 Lnke xxi. 19. n Matth. x. 16, 17, 18, Matth. x. 22, 
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SE Cr. 8. Ii his laſt ſufferings he has given us the moſt perſed exam 


le 6 
intire reſignation to the will of God. : 


7 1 +! 1 . 1 
Tur cometh Jeſus unto a place called Gethſemane, and faith unto the di. 
1 «i 20 TP * _ _ - | > . 
ciples, Sit ye here, 5 hile I 80 and pray vonder. And he took with him Peter, 
ani ve two ſons of Zebedce, and began to be forrowful and very heavy They 
ſau he unto them, My foul is exceeding ſorrowful even unto death, And 
Went a little lurther, and fell on his face, and prayed, faying, O my Father, ;; 
it be poſſible, let this cup pts from me; nevertheleſs, not as I will but as thy: 
wilt *. He went away again the ſecond time, and prayed, ſaying, O my Fa. 
ther, if this cup may not pals away from me except I drink It, thy will be donc 
Now is my foul troubled; and what ſhall 1 ſay? Father, Save me from this hour 
. b a J 
but for this cauſe came I unto this hour: Father glority thy name e. And whit 
he yet ſpake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the tauche 
went before them, and drew near unto Jeſus, to kiſs him. And Jeſus ſaith unte 
him, Judas, betrayeit thou the Son of man with a kiſs ? When they which we 
about him ſaw what would follow, they faid unto him, Lord, ſhall we fmite wit! 
mne ſword? and one of them ſmore the ſervant of the high prieſt, and cut of 
his ear: And Jcſus anſwered and ſaid, Suffer ye thus far; and he touched his car, 
and healed him9. Then ſaid Jeſus unto Peter, Put up thy ſword into the theatl; 
the cup which my Father hath given me, ſhall I not drink it?. Father forgire 
them; for they know not what they doF, 


3H cer. 9. His example is ſtated as a rule and motive to our reſtgnation. 


Ht that faith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, cven as he 
walked *. Wherefore let us run with patience the race that is ſet before us: 
looking unto Jeſus, the author and tinither of our faith, who, for the joy that wi 
{ct before him, endurcd the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet down on the 
right hand of the throne of God. For conſider him that endured fuch contri 
diction of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt ye be wearied and faint in your mins" 
Becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuflered for us, leaving us an example that ye ſhould follow 
lis ſteps ; who did no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth ; who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuſſered, he threatned not; but com 
mitted himſelf to him that judgeth rightcouſly s. He was oppreſſed, and he w. 


afllicted, yet he opened not his mouth; he is brought as a lamb to the ſlaughte7, 
| and 


$8, Matth. xxvi. 36,—39. „ Matth. xxvi. 42. e John xii. 27, 28. Luke xxl, 4,51, 
e John xvill. 11, Luke xxiii, 34. 


$9, 21 John ii. 6, d Heb. xii. 1, 2, 3. 1 Pet. Ii. au, 22, 23. 
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ind as a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opencth not this mouth. 
Though he were a ſon, yet learned he obedience by the things which he ſuffer— 
ed; and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal ſalvation unto al] 
them that obey him ©. For it became him for whom are all things, and by whom 
«rc all things, in bringing many 10ns unto glory, to make the Captain of their 
{.14,tion perfect through ſuſſering f. For in that he himſelt hath ſuftered being 
tempted, he is able to ſuccour them that are tempted s. 


IrcT, 10. Le have alſo laid before us the ſcifferiuns of the apoſtles, aud 
their worthy behaviour under them. 


Br ye followers of me, even as J alſo am of Chrift *. From Miſetus Paz ſent 
to Epheſus, and called the elders of the church. And when they were come 
to him, he {aid unto them, Ye know from the firſt day that I came unto Aſia, 
er what manner have been with you at all ſeaſons d; ſerving the Lord with 
ill humility of mind, and with many tears and temptations, which betcl me by 
the laying wait of the Jews; and how I kept back nothing that was profitable 
1nz0 you, but have ſhewed you, and have taughr you publickly, and from houfe 
to houſe e; confirming the ſouls of the diſciples, and exhorting them to conti- 


| 
: 
| 
1 
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9 
nue in the faith, and that we mutt through much tribalation enter into the Kking- 


dom of God%, And now behold I go bound in the ſpirit unto Jeruſalem 3 not 
knowing the things that ſhall befal me there; ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſ— 
{th in every City, ſaying, that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of theſe 
things move me, neither count I my lite dear unto myſelf, fo that I might finith 
ny courfe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have received of the Lord, to te— 
iy the goſpel of the grace of God; whereof I Paul am made a miniſter, who 
now rejoice in my ſufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the af- 
{11c10ns of Chriſt in my fleth, for his body's fake, which is the churchf, And they 
d.parted from the preſence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name #, 

For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble; that we were 
preited out of meaſure, above ſtrength, inſomuch that we deſpaired cven of life. 
But we had the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in our- 
ic; os, but in God who raiſeth the dead . Our fleſh had no reit, but we were 


troubled on every ſide; without were fightings, within were fears*, For I 


think 
9 Iſa. liti, 7. 2 Heb. v. 8, 9. f Heb. ii. 10. c Heb. 1i. 18. 
9.10, 1 Cor. xi. f. „Acts xx. 17, 18. Acts xx. 19, 20. Acts xiv. 22. 
Acts xx 22, 23, 24. t Col. i. 23, 24. s Acts v. 41, d 2 Cor. i. 8, 9. 
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we intreat 1 giving no offence in any thing, that the miniſtry be not blamed: 
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think that God hath ſet forth us the apoſtles lait, as it were appointed to dcath, 
For we are made a ſpectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men x. E., 
unto this preſent hour, we both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, and arc buk. 
fered, and have no certain dwelling-place ; and labour, working with our own 
hands ; being reviled, we bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; being Acfameg, 
but 
in all things approving ourſelves as the miniſters of God, in much Patience, 
aſflictions, in neceſlities, in diſt reſſes, in itripes, in impriſonments, in tumul:., 
labours, in watchings, in faſtings; by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long MR 
by honour and diſhonour, by evil report, and good report; as decciver;, , 1 
yet true“; as unknown, and yet well known ; as dying, and behold we live; 
chaſtned, and not killed; as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, my. 
king many rich ; as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things*. We are trouble 
on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair; pert. 
cuted, but not forſaken ; caſt 5 SY but not deltioyed; ; always bearing abou: 
in the body the dying of the Lord Jeſus, that the life alſo of Jeſus might be 
made manifeſt in our body: For we which live, are always delivered unto dea 


tor Jeſus ſake, that the life alſo of Jeſus might be made maniteſt in our mort! 
lleth ? 


. 
I 


SEc T. 11. Under all our afflictions we are called to abide ſtedfaſtly in tir 
way of our duty. 


BE not therefore aſhamed of the teſtimony of our Lord, nor of me his pri- 
ſoner; but be thou pa aker ol theaiflictions of the goſpel, according to the power 
of God: In voting territied by your adverſaries ;3 which is to them an ci- 
dent token of perdition, but to you of ſalvation, and that of God. For unto 
you it is given in the behalt of Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but ali to 
ſuffer for his fake; having the ſame conflict which ye ſaw in me, and now beat 
to be in med. Wherefore we ſent Timotheus to eſtabliſh you, and to comfort 
you concerning your taith; that no man ſhould be moved by theſe affliction: ; 
for yourſclves know that we are appointed thereunto. For verily whe: v 
were with you, we told you before, that we ſhould ſuffer tribulation, even 
came to pals, and ye know ©. Yea, and all that will live godly in Chrill 5 
ſhall ſuiler perſecution %, If ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs fake, happy urs Ye; 
and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; but ſanctify the Lore Cod 
in your hearts, having a good conſcience; that whereas they ſpeak evil f A 
as of evil doers, they may be aſhamed that falſely accuſe your good convert 

in 


* 1 Cor. iv. 9. 11 Cor. iv. 11, 12, 13, = 2 Cor. vi. 3,—6. u 2 Cor. vi. 8. 
o 2 Cor. vi. 9, 10. P 2 Cor. iv. 8,11. 


C 11. * 2 Tim. i. 8. d Phil. i. 23, 29, 30. © 1 Theſſ iii. 1.—4. 4 2 Tim. JIts 12. 
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in Chriſt, For it is better, if the will of God be ſo, that ye ſuffer for well- 
going, than for evil-doing ©. For this is thank-worthy, if a man for conſcience 
teards God endure grief, ſuffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if when 
ye be buffeted for your faults, ye take it patiently ? but if when ye do well, and 
ſufler for it, YE take it patiently ; this is acceptable with God, For even herc- 
unto were ye called f. Belo ved, think it not ſtrange concerning the tiery trial, 
which is to try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing happened unto you; bur re- 
ſoice, in as much as ye are made partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings; that when his 
glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding joy. If ye be re- 
proached for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye; for the Spirit of God and of 
glory reſteth upon you. On their part he is evil ſpoken of, but on your part 
te is glorified, But let none of you ſuffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an 
e\i].doer, or as a buſy body in other mens matters. Yet if any man ſafſer as a 
Chrittien, let him not be aſhamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf s, 
Whereſorc, let them that ſuffer according to the will of God, commit the kcep— 
ing of their fouls to him, in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator“. Humble 
yourſelves therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in 
due time; caſting all your care upon him, for he careth for you. And the God 
peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly “. 


0 


SFr. 12. And with patience to wait on God for ſupport and for deli- 
Verance, 


Turkrrokt, my brethren, dearly beloved, and longed for, ſtand faſt in the 
Lo: *; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing inſtant in prayer b. 
There hath no temptation taken you, but ſuch as is common to man; but God 
i5 faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to 
bear ite. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 
and to reſerve the unjuſt to the day of judgment to be puniſhed*. Be patient, 
therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord, Behold the huſhand-man 
w.itcth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long paticnce for it, until 
he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye alſo patient; ſtabliſh your hearts, for 
the coming, of the Lord draweth nigh *. Take, my brechren, the prophets, who 
have ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for an example ot ſuffering affliction, and 
ot patience, Behold we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard oi the 


patience 
0 1 Pet. iii. 14-17. f I Pet. 11. 19, 20, 21. 4 1 Pet. iv. 1216. „ 1 Pet. iv. 19. 
11 Rei. v. 6, 7. k Ro M. Xvi. 20. 
$12, Phil. iv x, b Rom, X11. 12. 1 Cor, x. 13. 4 2 Pet, ii. 9. 
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patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is Very pitify! 
and of tender mercy f, /Fherefore be not {lothful, but followers of them u. 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes s. Some were tortured, 
ccpting deliverance; that they might obtain a better reſurrection; And ether 
had trial of cruel] mockings, and ſcourgings, yea moreover, of bonds and! 

ſonment. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were ten; ptcd, 

| | ſlain with the word; they wandered about in ſheep-ſkins, and goatsſkijn,, 
| ing deſtitute, afflicted, tormented; (of whom the world was not worte y) thez 
8 in deſarts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the carth, 15 
theſe all having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promi 

God having provided fome better thing for us, that they without us thouty v7 
be made pertect h. Bleited be God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chii1 


mo 
not ar. 


* Wy» 


9 


Th 
| the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comfortcih us in ,! 
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, 
by the comfort wherewith we ourſclves are comforted of God. For as th, 
ſuſterings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our conſolation alſo aboundeth by Ciuiſt; 
And our hope of you is ſtedfaſt, knowing, that as you arc Partakers 07 the la 
ſerings, ſo ſhall ye be allo of the conlolation *. 


SECT. 13. To this conduct tue are encouraged by the view ofthe bleſſed friit 
of afjliction to the ſerovaits of Cod. 


My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ; knowing 
this, that the trying of your taith worketh patience, But let patience have he 
pertect work, that ye may be perfect and intire, wanting nothing *. Ye haue 
yet reſiſted unto blood, itriving againſt fin. And ye have forgotten the cher 
tation which ſpeaketh unto you as unto children, My ſon, deſpiſe not thou ihe 
chtning of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him. For whom tlic 
Lord loveth, he chattneth 3 and ſcourgeth every fon whom he recciveth. I: 
| ye eadure chaſtuing, God dealeth with you as with ſons; for what fon is he who 
| the Father chaſtneth not? But if ye be without chaſtiſement, whereot al are 
| partakers, then arc ye baitards and not ſons. Furthermore, we have had fathers 
(| | of our fleſh, which corrected us, and we gave them reverence ; ſhall we not much 


4? ratiier be in ſubjection to the Father of ſpirits, and live? for they verily tor: 

1 few days chattned us, after their own pleaſure ; but he for our profit, that ve 

| might be partakers of his holineſs d. Now no chaſtiſement for the preſent ſcen'- 

| i ech to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheleſs, aĩterward it yieldech the py 

4 able 
f 

| f James v. 10, 11. e Heb. vi. 12. n Heb. xi. 35,—40. 12 Cor. i. 3, h 5 7 
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able fruit of righteouſneſs, unto them which are exerciſed thereby. Wherefore 
lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; and make ſtraight 
paths for your feet; leſt that which is lame be turned out of the way, but let it 
be rather healed®. And we know that all things work together for good to 
hem that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpoſe, 


Ee r. 14.—by our being aſſured that the Chriſtian's ſufferings will ſyon 
- s have an end. 


Tuis I fay, brethren, the time is ſhort. It remaineth, that they that weep, 
be as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced 
not; and they that buy, as though they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this 
world, as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of this world paſſeth away *. For we 
know, that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a 
building of God, an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens*, For 
we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened ; not for that we would 
be unclothed, but clothed upon; that mortality might be ſwallowed up of life®, 
Therefore we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the 
body, we are abſent from the Lord; we are confident, I ſay, and willing rather 
to be abſent from the body, and to be preſent with the Lord. Wherefore we 
labour, that whether preſent or abſent we may be accepted of hime. According 
to my earnett expectation and my hope, that in nothing I ſhall be aſhamed, but 
that with all boldneſs, as always, ſo now alſo Chriſt ſhall be magnified in my 
body, whether it be by life or by death. For to me to live is Chriſt, and to 


die is gain. But if J live in the fleſh, this is the fruit of my labour; yet what I. 


Mall chooſe ] wot not f. 


SzCT. 15,—and by the glorious praſpect of the eternal recompence provided 
in heaven for us, 


IF in this life only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all men moſt miſerable*, 
But when we are judged, we are chaſtned of the Lord, that we ſhould not be 
condemned with the world Þ, Bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation; for 
when he is tried he ſhall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath pro- 
miſcd to them that love him*. Mherefore, call ro remembrance the former 


O O O days 
* Heb. xii. 17, 12, 13. 4 Rom. viii. 28. 
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days, in which after ye were illuminated, ye endured a preat fight of aſlliCtions ; 
partly whilſt ye were made a gazing ſtock, both by reproaches and alſlictiom; 
and partly hilft ye became companions of them that were ſo uſed, Por ye 
had compaſſion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the ſpoiling of your goods, 
knowing in yourſelves, that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring ty, 
ſtance, Call not away therefore your conſidence, which hath great recor.. 
pence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that after ye have done the 
will of God, ye might reccive the promiſes. For I reckon that the luffcring; 
of this preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that {hal] be 
revealed in uss. For which cauſe we faint not; but though our outward men 
periſh, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, 
which 1s bat for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and ctem! 
weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are ſeen, but at the 
things which are not ſeen ; for the things which are ſcen, are temporal; but 
the things which arc not ſecn are cternal f, 

We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our 
prayers; remembring without ceaſing your work of faith, and labour of love, 
and patience of hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the ſight of God and our Fa- 
ther . For ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the 
word in much aſtliction, with joy of the Holy Ghoſt b So that we ourlſelycs 
glory in you in the churches of God, for your patience and faith in all your per. 
ſecutions and tribulations that ye endure, which is a manifeſt token of the rig 
teous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom lor 
which ye alſo ſuffer; ſecing it is a righteous thing with God to recompenlc tti- 
bulation to them that trouble you; and to you who are troubled, reſt with us; 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty ange|>', 
when he ſhall come to be gloriſicd in his ſaints, and to be admired in al! then 
that believe, wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a ſeaſon, if necd be, 
ye are in heavineſs through manifold temptations; that the trial ot your Faith 
being much more precious than of gold that periſheth, though it be tried wit 
fire, might be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of jc: 
ſus Chriſt”, | 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the Jatter day 
npon the earth. And though after my ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, yet in 
my fleſh ſhall I ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhal be- 
hold, and not another, though my reins be conſumed within me“. I ſufter 


trouble 
2 Heb. x. 32,— 36. e Rom. vin. 18. f 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18. g 1 Thel]. 1. 2,3. 
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trouble as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 
Therefore I endure all things for the elect's fake; that they allo may obtain 
the ſalyation which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glory. It is a faithful ſaying; 
gor if we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo live with him; if we ſuffer with him, 
we ſhall alſo reign with him . For the which cauſe, I alſo ſuffer theſe things ; 
nevertheleſs, I am not aſhamed; tor 1 know whom I have believed, and I am per— 
ded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him, againſt 
that day * I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand; I have fought a good fight, I have tinithed my courſe, I have kept the 
{ith, Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of riphtcoulncels, which the 
Lord the righteous: judge ſhall give me at that day; and not to me only, but 


undo all them alſo that love his appearing '. 


Scr. 16. The apoſtle Joſin's viſion of the felicity to be enjoyed in the king- 
dom of God by them who have ſuffered for his ſake. 


Jony, who alſo am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the 
kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt, was in the ifle called Patmos, for the 
word of God, and for the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt. I was in the ſpirit on the 
Lord's day * ; and 1 looked, and behold, under the altar, the fouls of them that 
were {lain for the word of God, and for the teſtimony which they held. And 
they cried with a loud voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dolt thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwcit on the earth ? and white 
robes were given unto every one of them, and it was laid unto them, that they 
nould rett yet for a little ſeaſon, until their tellow-lervants alſo, and their bre- 
thren that ſhould be killed as they were, ſhould be tultilied, 

And one of the elders anſwered, ſaying unto me, What are theſe which are 
wrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And I laid unto him, Sir, thou 
Knowelt, And he ſaid to me, Theſe are they which came out of great tribula- 
tion, and have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and ſerve him day and 
night in his temple; and he that ſitteth on the throne ſhalt dwell among them. 
They ſhall hunger no more, neither thirit any more, neither ſhall rhe lan light 
on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb which is in the midit of the throne, al! 
ed them, and hall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God full 
wipe away all tears from their cyes © And the great dragon was caſt out, that 
„d lerpent called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he 

bf O O o 2 was 
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was caſt out into the earth, and his angels were caſt out with him. And! heard 
a loud voice ſaying in heaven, Now is come falvation and ſtrength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Chritt : for the accuſer of gy; hs 
thren is caſt down, which accuſed them betore our God day and night, Aug 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their telt. 
mony 3 and they loved not their lives unto the death 4, Here is the patience g 
the ſaints ; here are they that Keep the commandments of God, and the faith gx 


Jeſus ©, 


JECT. 17. Theſe views have ſo animated the ſaints, as to make them ſome. 
times to triumph even in the greateſt tribulations, 


BrISG zuſtified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jef. 
Chriſt. By whom alſo we have acceſs by faith into this grace wherein we ſtand. 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God, And not only ſo, but we glory in tri. 
bulations allo, knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, expe— 
rience ; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love 
of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given aut» use, 
Therefore J take pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceſſities, in perlecu- 
tions, in diſtreſſes tor Chriſt's ſake; for when I am weak, then am I. ftrongs, 
| Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation or diſtreß, or 
perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword? As it is written, For 
thy ſake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as ſheep for the ſlauyh: 
ter. Nay in all theſe things we are more than conquerors through him that lo- 
ved us. For I am perſuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of Goc, 
q which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord é. 


SECT. 18, The whole ſubject illuſtrated in the confeſſions, prayers, and prai- 
ſes of the ſaints. 


As for me my fect were almoſt gone; my ſteps had well nigh ſlipt. For! 
was envious at the fooliſh, when J ſaw the proſperity of the wicked. For ther 
arc no bands in their death; but their ſtrength is firm. They are not in trouble as 
other men; neither are they plagued like other men. Therefore pride. compal- 


jeth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment *. When! 
thought: 


4 Rev. XU. 9, 10, 17. © Rev. xiv. 12. 
& 17. « Rom. v. 1 —5. 5 2 Cor. Nils 10s e Rom. vili. 35 —39. 
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thought to know this, it was too painful for me until I went unto the ſanctua— 
ry of God; then underſtood I their end d. If I be wicked, wo unto me; and 
ie be righteous, yet will I not litt up my head; I am full of contuſion, there- 
fre lee thou mine affliction* Bchold I am vile; what hall 1 anſwer thee ? 
| will lay my hand upon my mouth. Once have 1 ſpoken, but I will not an- 
ſwer 3 Yea twice, but I will procecd no further. 

Our God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God, who kcepeſt cove— 
nant and mercy; let not all the trouble ſeem little before thee, that hath come 
upon Us. Jlowbeit thou art juit in all that is brought upon us; ſor thou hatt 
done right, but we have done wickedly*, Mine eyes are unto thee, O God 
the Lord; in thee is my truſt, leave not my ſoul deſtitute f. Yea in the way of 
hy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; the deſire of our ſoul is to 
thy name, and to the remembrance ot thee; tor when thy judgments arc in the 
carch, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſneſs s. The Lord's voice 
cricth unto che city, and the man of wiſdom ſhall fee thy name; hear ye the 
rod, and wh o hath appointed it'. Now, O Lord, thou art our Father; we arc 
the clay, and thou our Potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. Be not 
wroth very fore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever; behold, ſee, we 
befcech thee, we are all thy people. For chou, O God, haſt proved us; thou 
haſt tried us, as ſilver is tried. Thou broughtſt us into the net, thou laidit af- 
fiction upon our Joins. Thou haſt cauſed men to ride over our heads; we went 
through Hire, and through water k. Surely.the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thec; 
the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain i, Lord thou haſt heard the deſire ot 
che humble; thou wilt prepare their heart; thou wilt cauſe thine car to hear; 
to judge the fatherleſs and the oppreſſed ; that the man of the earth may no more 
oppreſs®, Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſtneit, O Lord, and teacheſt him 
out of thy law; that thou mayeſt give him reſt from the days of adverſity, un- 
til the pit be digged for the wicked. For the Lord will not caſt off his people, 
neither will he forſake his inheritance; but judgment ſhall return unto righteoul- 


neſs; and all the upright in heart ſhall follow it". For thou wilt ſave the ate 
llicted people o. 


O my. God, my ſoul is caſt down within me ; deep calleth unto deep at the 
noiſe of thy water-ſpouts ; all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me “. 
O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, leſt thou bring mc 
to nothing. O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath ;. neither chaſten me in thy 
hot diſpleaſure. For thine arrows ſtick faſt in me, and thy hand preſſeth me 


'ore', I am feeble and ſore broken ; I have roared by reaſon of the diſquiet- 
neſs 
> Pfal. Ixxiii. 16, 17. © Job x. 15. 4 Job xl. 4, 5. © Neh. ix. 32, 33 
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nels of my heart. Lord, all my deſire is before thee 3 and my groaning is ng; 
hid from thee', My heart is ſore pained within me; and the terrors of dent 
are fallen upon me*, They alſo that ſeek after my life, lay ſnares for me; 4 
they that ſeck my hurt, ſpeak miſchievous things, and imagine deceits all the day 
long. But J, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth 
not his mouth. Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whole mouth; are 
no reproofs u. I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; becauſe thou didit it*, In 
thee, O Lord, do I hope; thou wilt hear, O Lord my God ”. Unleſs the Lord 
had been my help, my foul had almoſt dwelt in filence, When ! faid, my jog: 
Alippeth, thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. In the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts delight my foul *. Unleſs thy law had been my delight, ! 
ſhould have periſhed in mine afttiftion . Look upon mine affliction, and my 
pain, and forgive all my ſins o. Thou which hatt ſhewed me great and fore troy- 
blcs, ſhalt quicken me again, and ſhall bring me up again from the depth of the 
carth, Thou ſhalt increaſe my greatneſs, and comfort me on every fide ©, The 
4 Lord hath chaſtned me fore; but he hath not given me over unto death 4, | 

know, O Lord, that thy judgments arc right, and that thou in faithtulnels hatt 
> Aafflictcd me. Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindnels be for my comfort e. Re- 
it member the word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hope; 
| thi i my comfort in my aſfliction f. It is good for me that I have been aflic. 
ed, that I might learn thy ſtatures . Before I was afflifted, I went altray ; but 
now have I kept thy word. Hear my cry, O God, attend unto my prayer, 
From the end of the carth will I cry unto thee; when my heart is overwheln— 
ed lead me to the Rock that is higher than [1, Though I walk in the midlt of 
trouble, thou wilt revive me; thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thine hand againſt the 
wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand ſhall fave me*, Yea though I wi 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou att with 
me, thy rod, and thy ſtaff, they comfort mel. My fleſh and my heart 1aletn: 
bur God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever”. Aud che God 
of a grace who hath called us aato his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſas, attcr that 
ve have ſuffered a while make you perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen you.] Wed 
not ceaſe to pray for yon, and to deſire, that ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
onto all pleaſing; ſtrengthned wich all might, according to his glorion 
power, unto all patieace, and long- ſufſering with joyfulneſs; giving thanks v 
to the Father which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
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Examples, 


« Oppos1TE to the virtue of reſignation, are the ſins of murmuring, dif- 
« content, and fretting againſt the diſpenſations of divine providence. Of 
« theſe the people of Iſracl afford many mclancholy inſtances. The Pſalmilt 
« ojves us a detail of them in the Ixxviii® pſalm:“ They tempted God in their 
earth, by aſking meat for their Juſt, Yea, they ſpake againſt God; they ſaid, 
(n God furniſh a table in the wilderneſs ? Behold he ſmote the rock, that the 
waters guſhed out: Can he give bread alſo ? Can he provide fleſh for his people ? 
Therefore the Lord heard, and was wroth ; fo a fire was kindled againſt Jacob, | 
-nd anger alſo came up againſt Iſrael ; becauſe they believed not in God, nor 
dated in his ſalvation * : For all this they ſinned ſtill, and believed not for his: | 
wondrous works ?. How oft did they provoke him in the wilderneſs, and grieve | 
im in the deſart? Yea they turned back, and tempted God, and limitcd the 
!lvly One of Ifracl -, When God heard this, he was wroth, and greatly abhor- 4 
cd Tfracl “. “ To this the Apoſtle Paul refers, when he ſays,” Now theſe | 


:hings were our examples, to the intent we ſhould not Juſt after evil things, as | 
they alſo luſt ede. Neither let us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted, | 
nd were deſtroyed of ſerpents. Neither murmur ye, as ſome of them alſo [1 
murmured, and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. Now all theſe things happen- | 
ed unto them for enſamples; and they are written for our admonition, upon | 
whom the ends of the world are come f. 


Zur let us turn our: thoughts to the following noble examples of duti{ul 
© reſignation, —In the midſt of that complicated diſtreſs wherewith Job was vi- 
* ſired,” The Lord gave, “ faith he,” and the Lord hath taken away: 
Bleſſed be the name of the Lord s. 


+ EL1, on receiving, by the mouth of Samuel, the moſt diſtreſsful meſſage 
from the Lord, importing no leſs than the total deſtruction of his family, 
ſubmiſſively replied,“ It is the Lord; let him do what ſeemeth him good b. 


ä ::: RX. * 
— 


% David's behaviour furniſhes us with a variety of inſtructing examples of 
* Ucvout truſt and reſignation, When the Amalckites had ſmitten Ziklag, and 
* burnt it with fire, and had taken the women and children captives,” David. 
Was greatly diſtreſſed ; for the people ſpake of ſtoning him; becauſe the ſoul 
of all the people was grieved, every man for his ſons, and for his daughters ; 


| 

bat David encouraged himſelf in the Lord his God“. | ; 
N 

„ AFTER: | | 

| 

' Dial. Izzvili, 18,22. Þ Pfal. Ixxviii. 32. © Pal. Ixxviii, 40, 41, 4 Plal. laxviii. 39. ſt 
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«© ArTER he had beſought the Lord for the child which the wife of Uriah 
© had born to him, and had faſted, and lain all night upon the earth, and Would 
% neither ariſe nor cat bread; when he underſtood that the child was dead, he“ 
aroſe from the earth, and waſhed, and anointed himſelf, and changed his appa- 
rel, and came into the houſe of the Lord, and worſhipped : Then he came +, 
his own houſe; and when he required, they ſet bread before him, and he did er 
Then faid his ſervants unto him, What thing is this that thou haſt done? Thou 
didit faſt and weep for the child while it was alive; but when the child u. 
dead, thou didft rife and eat bread. And he ſaid, While the child was yet alive, 
I faſted and wept 3 for I faid, Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, 
that the child may live? but now he is dead, Wherefore ſhould 1 fait ? Can! 
bring him back again? I ſhall go to him, bur he ſhall not return to mex. 


* A VERY remarkable example of reſignation was given by him, when flying 
© from the fury of his unnatural ſon Abſalom. He commanded Zadok to return 
« to Jeruſalem with the ark of God, in theſe memorable words:“ Carry back 
the ark of God into the city; if 1 ſhall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he 
will bring me again, and ſhew me both it, and his habitation ; but if he thus ſay, 
i have no delight in thee ; behold here am 1, let him do to me as ſcemeth good 
unto him“. 


© Tur words of the Lord to Ananias, when St Paul was called to the apoſtle. 
« ſhip, deſerve our particular attention.” Go thy way; for he is a choſen 
veſſel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the chil- 
dren of Iſrael : For I will ſhew him how great things he muſt ſuffer for my 


name's ſake n. „ The Apoſtle tells Agrippa, that he” was not diſobedient to 


the heavenly viſion s; © and the Galatians, that he” conferred not with fleſt 
and blood © z “ but, with reſignation and fortitude, ſet about his ſacred miſſion; 
and, with the ſame ſpirit, he proſecuted its great purpoſes to the cloſe of lite.” 
What mean ye to weep, and to break mine heart? I am ready not to be bound 
only, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the name of the Lord Jeſus *. The Hoh 
Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none 
of theſe things move me; neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that 1 
might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have received of tlic 
Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God!. 


P K A 1 


n Acts xxVi. 19. 


k 2 Sam. xii. 20,-23+ 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. m Acts ix. 15, 16. 
15 Cal. i. 16. 5 * Acts xxi. I 3+ q Acts XX. 235 24 
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Of the PRECEPTsS of GO p. 


ARTICLE 1 


Of the Dur IEs and VIiRTUEs that are purely perſonal, 


„ Ss ES 


Of knowing ourſelves, and giving a due attention to our real character, 
our ſlate, and true intereſt. 


SECT. 1. Want of attention is one fatal cauſe of the ruin and miſery of men. 
2. This evil becomes ſtill more fatal, when attended with flattering ideas of 
our own worth, leading us to condemn others. 3. We are therefore called 
impartially to try our ways, and to enquire into our real character and ſtate, 
4. We are alſo called to awake from our ſecurity, and to hearken to the 
meſſage of divine mercy. 5. We are likewiſe called to habitual ſelf- attention 
and watchfulneſs. 6. Prayers of the ſaints on this head. Examples. 


SECT. 1. Hant of attention is one fatal cauſe of the ruin and miſery of men. 


HUS faith the Lord of hoſts, Conſider your ways. The ox knowcth 
his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, d 
people doth not conſider v. The Lord hath not given you an heart to 

perceive, nor eyes to ſee, and ears to hear unto this days. They know not, 

neither will they underſtand ; they walk on in darkneſs 4. Go and tell this 

Ppp people, 


8 3 Hag. i. 7. p Iſa. 1. 3. Deut. ZX1X- 4. d Pſal. Ixxxii. 5. 
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people, Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; and ſee ye indeed, but perceiye x. 
Make the heurt of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and ſhut that 
cyes ; leſt they fee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and underitang 
with their heart, and convert, and be healed ©, For that they hated knowleds, 
and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord; they would none of my counſel, they 
deſpiſed all my reproout ; therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own Way, 
and be filled with their own devices f. And this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light, bec..5 
the:r d eds were evil: For every one that doth evil, hateth the light, neitlg- 
con.cih to the liche; leſt his deeds ſhould bo reproved s. 

E;jhraim ſcedeth on wind, and followeth after the caſt wind“. Ve feed), 
on hies; a deceived heart hath turned him afide, that he cannot deliver hi; 
own foul, nor ſay, Is there not a lie in my right hard i? Stranpers have de- 
voured his ſtrength, and he Knouweth it not; yea gray hairs are here and there 
upon him, yet he knoweth not. And the pride of Iſracl teſtifieth to his tec. 
and they do not return to the Lord their God, nor ſeck him for all this *, They 
conſider not in their hearts, that I remember all their wickedneſs ; now the. 
own doings have beſet them about, they are before my face ', I the Lerd ſcasc 
the heart, I try the reins; even to give every man according to his ways, 4. 
according to the fruit ot his doings “. 


SECT. 2. This evil becomes ſtill more fatal, when attended with flatter! 
icleas of our own worth, leading us to condemn others. 


T:HERE 15 a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not uu 
ed from their filthineſs. O how lofty are their. eyes! and their eye-lids u. 
lifted up“: Which ſay, Stand by thyſelf, come not near to me; for 1 am hui: 
than thou: Theſe are a ſmoke in my noſe, a fire that burneth all the da)“, 
For when they ſhall ſay, Peace and fatety, then ſudden deſtruction cometh up 
cn them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they ſhall not eſcapc“ 
Therefore thou art unexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thou art that judgeſt; tor 
wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thyſelf ; for thou that judge! 
doſt the ſame things . And thinkeſt thou, O man, that judgeſt them which 
do ſuch things, and doſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of God ©! 
And why beholdeſt thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but conſiderelt 
not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou ſay to thy brothet, 


Let 
e Iſa. vi. 9, 10. f Prov. 1. 29, 30, 31. s John iii. 19, 20, Hol. xl. i. 
3 Tfa. xliv. 20. k Hol vii. 9, lo. 1 Hol. vii. 2. * Jer. xXV11. 10. 
$ a, Prov. xxx. 12, 13. b Iſa, Izv. 5. I Theſſ. v. 3. 4 Rom. Ii. 


Rom. 11: 2, 
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Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and behold a beam is in thine own 
eye? Thou hypocrite, firſt caſt out the beam out of thine own eye; and then 
alt thou fee clearly to caſt out the mote out of thy brother's eycf., Thou 
yet, Jam rich, and increaſed in goods, and have need of nothing; and know: 
e nor that thou art wretched, and miſcrable, and poor, and blind, and niked e, 

Wo unto you ſcribes and phariſees, hypocrites z for ye are like unto whe'red 
ſcpulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
wens bones, and of all uncleanneſs : Even fo ye alſo outwardly appear riphtcous 
auto men, but within ye are tull of hypocriſy and iniquity *. Ye are they which 
jaitit'y yourſelves before men; but God knoweth your hearts“. Ye hypocrites, 
ve can diſcern the tace of the ſky, and of the earth; but why, even of your— 
hes, judge ye not what is richt“? Do men gather grapes of thorns, or tigs 
of thiitles ? Even fo every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt 
rec bringeth forth evil fruit. A good trce cannot bring forth evil fruit nei- 
mer can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit“: Wherefore by their fruits ye 
all know them“. A good man, out of the good treaſure of his heart, bring— 
ech forth that which is good; and an evil man, out of the evil treaſure of his 
cut, bringeth forth that which is evil '. 


cr. z. Ve are therefore called impartially to try our ways, and to enquire 
into our real character and ſtate, 


LET us ſearch and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord *. The ſpirit of 


man is the candle of the Lord, ſearching all the inward parts of the belly b. The 
aht of the body is the eye; therefore, when thine eye is ſingle, thy whole bo- 
y alſo is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body alſo is full of dark- 
"cs, Take heed therefore, that the light which is in thee be not dirkneſfs ©. 
Let no man deceive himſelf; if any man among you ſcemeth ro be wiſe in this 
world, let him become a fool, that he may be wiſed, And if any man think he 
knoweth ny thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know*. Forif a 
mm thivk himſelf to be ſomething, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himſelr. 
Par let every man prove his own work, and then ſhall he have rejoicing in him- 


{It alone, and not in another. For every man ſhall bear his own burden *. But 


ict a man examine himſelf 2. For if we would judge ourſelves, we ſhould not 
be judged ®, Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 


P p p 2 ſelves; 
Matth. vii. 2, 4, 5. Rev. iii. 17. d Matth. zxiii. 27, 28, Luke xvi. 15. 
* Luke xii. 56, 57. Matth. vii. 16,18. * Matth vii. 20. * Luke vi. 45. 
4 3. 4 Lam. 111. 40. b Prov. XX. 27. c Luke xi. 34, 35. d I Cor. ili. 18. 


1 Cor, viti. 2. f Gal. vi. 3, 44 5» 1 Cor. xi. 28. k 1 Cor. xi. 345 
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ſelves; know ye not your own ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, excep: 
ye be reprobates . If our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart and 

. * 3 
knoweth all things: If our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence to. 
wards God. 


SECT. 4. /e are alſ> called to awake from our ſecurity, and to hearhey 60 
the meſſage of divine mercy, 


Hex AR now this, O fooliſh people, and without underſtanding, which hare 
eyes and ſee not, which have ears and hear not. Hear, O my people, and i «j!! 
teſtify unto thee, O Ifrael, if thou wilt hearken unto me b. Whercetorc do ye 
ſpend money for that which is not bread? and your labour tor that which fatis- 
fieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and ler 
your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear 
and your foul thall live, and I will make an everlaſting covenant with you; e- 
ven the ſure mercies of David ©. Turn you at my reproof; behold 1 will pour 
out my ſpirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you 9%. Hearken 
unto me, O ye children; for bleſſed are they that keep my ways e. But he 
that ſinneth againſt me wrongeth his own ſon] f, 

Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 
light es. Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of ſleep. The 
night is far ſpent, the day is at hand; let us therefore caſt off the works of dark. 
neſs, and let us put on the armour of light *. For he faith I have heard thee in 
a time accepted, and in the day of ſalvation have I ſuccoured thee ; behold now 
is the accepted time; behold now is the day of ſalvation i. 


SECT. 5. We are likewiſe called to habitual ſelf-attention and watch- 
fulneſs. 


Bur ye, brethren, are not in darkneſs; ye are all the children of light, and 
the children of the day ; we are not of the night, nor of darkneſs. Theretore 
let us not ſleep as do others; but let us watch and be ſober . For I ſay, through 
the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of him- 
ſelf more highly than he ought to think, bur to think ſoberly, according as Gut 
hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith d. Take heed, brethren, leſt there 


be 
3 2 Cor. Xill. 5. x 1 John iii. 20, 21. 
34. Jer. v 21. „ Pfſal. Ixxxi. 8. e Iſa. Iv. 2, 3. Prov. i. 
e Prov, viii. 32. f Prov. viii. 36, 8 Eph. v. 14. n Rom. xi ii. 11, 1% 


3 2 Cor. Vi. 2. 


3 Theil. v. Ay 57 6. b Rom. i. Zo 
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vc in my of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living Gude ; 
jooking diligently, leſt any man fail of the grace of God ; left any ro of 
urterneſs ſpringing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled a, eſt at any 
nc your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and cares of 
(his lije ©, 

Take heed to thy ſelf, and. keep thy foul diligently ; that your heart be not 
Yoccived, and ye turn aſide f. Stand in aw and fin not; commune with your own 
heart upon your bed, and be ſtills. Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and 
an not to thine own underſtanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and hc 
al direct thy paths. Be not wiſe in thine own eyes“. Keep thy heart with 
1] diligence ; for out of it are the iſſues of life'. Let thine eyes look right on, 
and let thine eye-lids look ſtraight before thee, Ponder the path of thy feet, 
and let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed k. 


SECT. 6. Prayers of the ſaints on this head, 


How many are mine iniquities and fins? make me to know my tranſgreſſion, 
nd my lin“. That which I ſee not teach thou me; if I have done iniquity, I 
will do no more dvb. Who can underſtand his errors? cleanſe thou me from ſe— 
cret faults 3 keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins, let them not 
have dominion over me; then ſhall I be upright, and I fhall be innocent from 
the great tranſgreſſion*. I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy 
tettimonies 4. I have declared my ways, and thou heardſt me; teach me thy 
{tatutcs * Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my heart; 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts ; and 

ſee it there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlatting s. 


Examples. 


« Taz difficulty of knowing ourſelves, and the danger ariſing from ignorance 
in this important concern, may be illuſtrated by ſome ſtriking examples on {a- 


'© cred record. 


* HazatL furniſhes us with a very remarkable one. When he had come to 
the prophet Eliſha, by order of the King of Syria, to enquire concerning the 
ine of the diſeaſe that prince then laboured under; and when the prophet 


told kim that the king would not recover, and that he, Hazael, was to be 
| % king 


Deut. xi. 16, with Deut. iv 9. 
k Prov. iv. 25, 26. 


e Luke zxxi. 34. 
| Prov iv. 23. 


4 Heb: xii. 15. 
d Prov. ill. 5, 6, 7. 


* Heb. iii. 12, 


t Pial iv. 4. 
e Pſal „ 12,13- 4 Plal, cxix. 59. 


8 Plal. cxxxIE. 23, 24. 


16. © Joh X11, 23. 
6 Plal, cxix. 26. 


> Joh xxxiv 32. 
f Plal. xxvi. 2. 
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& king of Syria, and would prove a barbarous enemy to the children of Iſrael,” 
Hazacl ſaid, But what; is thy ſervant a dog that he ſhould do this great thing +? 
This abhorrence, though ſtrongly expreſſed, was but of very ſhort duration. 
© It appears from the context, that in lefs than twenty four hoars thereafter, 
© he murdered his maſter, and ſeized the crown: And in his cruel manner of 
“ carrying on war againſt the Iſraelites, what the prophet had foretold was ful. 
% ly verified.“ 

* David the king, affords a melancholy proof of the diſmal conſequence; gf 
6 inattention to our Own hearts. After perpetrating one of the moi} ſhocking 
© crimes, he continued near the ſpace of a year, to enjoy the fruits of his wic. 
© kednch without remorſe, Nathan's parable rouſed him from this lethargy ; 
„the judgments of the Lord were denounced againſt him; and his foul wi; 
e pierced with the ſharpeſt ſorrow 's.“ 


Tux caſe of Peter, that great ſaint and apoſtle, is very ſtriking. He kney 
« not what manner of ſpirit he was of, when he ſaid, Though all men hou! 
be offended becauſe of thee, yet will I never be offended ©. Though I {lou!/ 
dic with thee, yet will I not deny thee 4.“ How quick, how diſmal was the 
change! In a few hours,” he began to curſe, and to ſwear, ſaying, I know 
not the man®, 


« We have good reaſon to be on our guard againſt the ſnares of ſin, and the 
„ treachery of our own hearts, and to conmend ourſelves to the divine cue 
« at all times. Saying,” Be ſurety for thy ſervant for good. Hold thou me 
up, and I ſhall be ſafe: And I will have reſpect unto thy ſtatutes continually © 


CHAP. 


s 2 Kings vill. 13. b 2 Sam. xit. 1,—13. e Matth. xxvi. 33. 4 Matth. vxvi. 35 
e Matth. xxvi. 74. f Plal. cxix. 122, 117. 
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C 


of the right CULTIVATION of the Sour in divine Knowledge, aud 
true Wiſdom, 


ze CT. 1. Knowledge and wiſdom are the moſt important acquiſitions, 2, Ig- 
norance and folly are the di ſhonour of our natures, and the ſource of our great- 
elt calamities. 3. Knowledge and wiſdom contraſted with Ignorance and fol- 
ly 4. In order to attain ſound knowledge and wiſdom, a diligent attention 
to all the means of inſtruction are neceſſary. 5. The Divine Majeſty is re- 
preſented, as complaining of the inattention, the criminal ignorance, and fol- 
ly of men, 6,——And ſolemnly calling them to learn true wiſdom. 7. He is the 
b\clicd ſource of found knowledge and wiſdom. 8. While he inttructed 1 
r.cl by his law, he gave them the promiſe of tuller degrees of light in the lat- 
ter days. 9 Thele promiſes were fulfilled by the coming of our Lord Jeſus. 
12. Ilis divine initructions thow, that he is truly the light of the world. 
11, 1s complaints of the perverleneſs, hypocrily, and folly ot that generation 
to which he preached. 12. His apottles were enjoined to communicate this 
leine light to all nations. 13. This ſacred commiſſion they executed with 
Leal, diligence, and fidelity. 14. True knowledge and heavenly wiſdom will 
have an abiding influence, producing purity and holineſs in heart and lis. 
15. And are connected with a ſtedfaſt attention to the ſacred records. 16. Ct 
v.in pretenſions to knowledge and wiſdom which cannot protit. 17. Concerning 
falſe teachers, and theſe that are ſeduced by them. 18. The prayers of the 
apoitles for thoſe that had attained knowledge, and their joytul hope concern- 


ing them. 19. The declarations, prayers, and praifes of the ſaints relating to 


this ſubject. 


SECT. 1. Knowledge and wiſdom are the moſt important acquiſitions. 


OW down thine ear, and hear the words of the wiſe, and apply thine heart 
unto my knowledge *; to know wiſdom, and inſtruction, to perccive the 
words of underſtanding ; to receive the inſtruction of wiſdom, juſtice, and judg- 


ment, and equity Þ, My ſon, hear the inſtruction of thy father, and forſuke not 
the 


S1. Prov. xxil. 17. * Prov. i. 27 3˙ 
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the law of thy mother ; for they ſhall be an ornament of grace unto thy head 
and chains about thy neck ©. When wiſdom entereth into thine heart, and hs. 
ledge is pleaſant unto thy ſou] ; diſcretion ſhall preſerve thee, underſtanding ſha 
keep thee®, Then ſhalt thou walk in thy way ſafely, and thy foot ſhall not 
ſtumble. When thou Jiett down, thou ſhalt not be afraid; yea thou ſhal: lie 
down, and thy ſlcep ſhall be ſweet *<, Ger wiſdom, get underſtanding, forget 
it not, neither decline from the words of my mouth. Forſake her not, and fle 
ſhall preſerve thee ; love her, and ſhe ſhall keep thee. Wiſdom is the princi- 
pal thing; therefore get wiſdom, and with all thy getting, get uuderſtandins. 
Exult her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee; the ſhall bring thee to honour, wv — 
thou doſt embrace her. She ſhall give to thine head an ornament ot grace; 1 
crown of glory ſhall the deliver to thee f. When thou goeſt, thy iteps ſhall not 
be {traitned ; and when thou runneſt, thou ſhalt not ſtumble. Take fait hold 
ot inſtruction, let her not go; keep her, for ſhe is thy life s. Keep ſound wil. 
dom and diſcretion, fo ſhall they be life unto thy ſoul, and grace to thy neck#, 

But where ſhall wiſdom be found? and where is the place of underitaniiny ? 
man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living, 
The depth faith, It is not in me; and the fea faith, It is not with me. It cannot 
be gotten for gold, neither ſhall ſilver be weighed for the price thereot, [t 
cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx or the . 
plüre. The gold and the chryttal cannot equal it; and the exchange of it ſhall 
not be for jewels of fine gold. Whence then cometh wiſdom? and where 1; 
the place of underſtanding ? ſeeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kc: 
cloſè from the fowls of the air. Deitruction and death fay, We have heard tlic 
fame thereof with our ears. God underitandeth the way thereof, and hc 
knoweth the place thercot *. And unto man he ſaid, Behold the fear of the Lord, 
that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is underſtanding 1*, For by me thy day; 
{hall be multiplied, and the years of thy life ſhall be increaſed®. 

Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe uttereth her voice in the ſtreets ; ſhe crieth in 
the chief place of concourſe, in the openings of the gates; in the city ſhe utte- 
ech her words, faying, How long ye ſimple ones will ye love ſimplicity! and 
the ſcorners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge ? Turn you 
my reproot ; behold I will pour out my ſpirit unto you, I will make known ly 
word: unto you. Doth not wiſdom cry? and underſtanding put forth her voice“ 
ſhe cricth at the gates, at the coming in at the doors; unto you, O men, I cal, 
and my voice is to the {ons of men. O ye ſimple, underſtand wiſdom ; and * 


fcols 
e Prov. i. 8, 9. 4 Prov. 11. 10, 41. e Prov. iii. 2% 24 f Prov. iv. 5,—8. 
r Prov. 1v. 12, 13. Þ Prov. itt. 21, 22. i [oy xxvili. 12, =17, * Job zxvill. 20,25 
Job xxviii 28. m Prov. ix. 11. „ Prov. i. 20,—23. o Prov. viii. 1. 


* Sce Prov. ix. 10 and Pſal. cx1. 10. 
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fools be of an underſtanding heart. Hear, for I will ſpeak of excellent things ; 
-nd che opening of my lips ſhall be right things*. My mouth hall ſpeak of 
wiſdom 3 and the meditation of my heart ſhall be of underſtanding a. All the 
words of my mouth are in righteouſneſs, there is nothing froward or perverſe 
in them. They are plain to him that underſtandeth, and right to them that find 
Knowledge. Receive my inſtruction and not ſilver; and knowledge rather than 
choice gold; for wiſdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be 
deſired, are not to be compared to it *, Counſel is mine, and ſound wifdom ; 1 
am underſtanding, I have ſtrength. By me kings reign, and princes decree ju- 
ſtice. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. 1 love 
them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me. Riches and ho. 
y0ur are with me; yea durable riches and righteouſneſs, My fruit is better 
than gold, yea than fine gold; and my revenue than choice ſilver, I lead in the 
way of righteouſnels in the midit of the paths of judgment . 

Happy is the man that findeth wiſdom, and the man that getteth underſtand— 


ing; for the merchandize of it is better than the merchandize of filver, and the | 
gain thereof than fine gold.. Length of days is in her right hand; and in her 


left hand riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her; and hap- 
py is every one that retaineth her u. He that getteth wiſdom, loveth his own 
ſoul; he that keepeth underſtanding, ſhall find good *, Wiſdom is a defence, 
and money is a defence; but the excellency of knowledge is, that wiſdom giveth 
ite to them that have it“. The law of the wiſe is a fountain of life, to depart 
from the ſnares of death *. The way of life is above to the wiſe, that he may 
depart from hell beneath *. The mouth of the righteous ſpeaketh wiſdom, and 
his tongue talketh of judgment. The law of his God is in his heart; none of 
his ſteps ſhall flide v. He will guide his affairs with diſcretion ; ſurely he ſhall 
ſzall not be moved for ever ©. 


SECT. 2. Inorance and folly are the diſhonour of our nature, and the 
ſource of our greateſt calamities. 


Man that is in honour and underſtandeth not, is like the beaſts that periſh *; al- 
{vthat the ſoul be without knowledge, it is not good d. The man that wandereth 
out of the way of underſtanding, ſhall remain in the congregation of the dead. 


Qqq Poverty 
? Prov, viii. 3,—6. 4 Pal. xlix. 3. r Prov. viii. B,—11. Prov. viii. 14,26, 
Prov. iii. 13. 14. u Prov. iii. 16, 17, 18, * Prov. xix. 8. 7 Feclel. vii. 12. 
Prov. xiii, 14. Prov. xv. 24. b Pſal. xxxvii. JO, 3t. * Plal, Cali. 6, 6. 
92. Pſal, xlix. 20. b Prov, xix. 2. Prov. xxl. 16. 
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Poverty and ame ſhall be to him that refuſeth inſtruction; but he that regard. 
eth reproof mall be honourcd 4. He that retuſeth inſtruction, deſpiſeth his Own 
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foul; but he that heareth reproof, getteth underſtanding e. Fools becyyfe 05 


their tranſgrellion, and becauſe of their iniquities, are afflicted; their foul a1. 
reth all manner of meat; and they draw near unto the gates of death; c, Da. 
not their excellency which is in them go away? they die even without wiſdon; « 
Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a tool to get wiſdom ; ſecing he hach 


4441 


the end of his talk, is miſchievous madneſs i, The fooliſhneſs of a man perten. 
eth his way; and his heart fretteth againſt the Lord “. 
Deal not fooliſhly 1; underſtand, ye brutith among the people; and ye leo“ 


when will ye be wiſe n? 


I faid unto the tool: 


SECT. 3. Knowledge and wiſdom contraſted with ignorance and folly. 


I applied mine heart to know wiſdom, and to ſee the buſineſs that is done yy. 


on the earth. 


Then I beheld all the work of God“. 
are great, ſought out of all them that have pleaſpre therein b. 


The works of the Lord 
I applicd mine 


heart to know, and to ſearch, and to ſeek out wiſdom, and the reafon of things 


and to know the wickedneſs of folly ©. 


Then I ſaw that wiſdom excelleth folly, 


as far as light excelleth darkneſs. The wiſe man's eyes are in his head, but th: 
fool walketh in darkneſs d. The wiſdom of the prudent is to underitand his wy; 


but the folly of fools is deceit. 
righteous there is favour“. 


dent man looketh well to his going, 


vil; but the fool rageth and is confident f. 
prudent are crowned with knowledge s. 
that hath underttanding; but that which is in the midſt of tools, is made know”, 


Fools make a mock at fin ; but among t!: 
The {imple believeth every word; but the pru— 
A wiſe man feareth and departeth from e- 


The ſimple inherit folly; bur the 


Wiſdom reſteth in the heart of him 


Exery prudent man dealeth with knowledge; but a fool layeth open his to!'y \, 
The tongue of the wiſe uſeth knowledge aright; but the mouth of tools pour. 
eth our fooliſhneſs *. The lips of the righteous feed many; but fools dic 40. 
want of wiſdom, A man thall be commended according to his wiſdom ; but hc 


that is of a perverſe heart ſhall be deſpiſed &. 


Through deſire, a man having 


ſeparated himſelf, ſeeketh, and intermeddleth with all wiſdom. A too! 


$ 3) 


4 Prov. xili. 18. 
b Prov. xvii. 16. 
= Pſal. xciv. 8, 


a Ecclel. viii, 16, x7, 
Prov. xiv. 8, 9, 


5 Prov. xlli. 16. 


e Prov. xv. 32. 


Eccleſ. x. 1 3. 


b Pſal. cxi. 2. 


f Prov. xiv. 15, 16. 


X Prov. xv. 2. 


f Pſal. cvii. 17, 18. 


x Prov. xix. 3. 


e Eccleſ. vii. 25. 


Prov. xiv. 18. 
Prov. x. 21. 


' hath 


1 Job iv. 21. 


1 Pal, lav. 4 


a Eccleſ. ii. 15, 4 
b Prov. xiv. 33. 
* Prov. xl. 8. 
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bath no delight in underſtanding, but that his heart may diſcover itſelf ®, Wit. 
dom is betore him that hath underſtanding; but the eyes of a fool arc in the 
ends of the earth o. He that truſteth in his own heart is a fool; but whoſo walk 
eth wiſcly, he ſhall be delivered®, He that retuſeth inſtruction, deſpiſeth his 
yn ſoul ; but he that heareth reproof, getteth underſtanding a. The ear that 
heareth the reproof of life, abideth among the wiſe", A prudent man torcfeeth 
the evil, and hideth himſelf; but the ſimple paſs on, and are puniſhed l. It is . 
domination to fools to depart from evil. He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be 
wiſe; but a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed *, 


Ec r. 4. In order to attain ſound knowtedge and wiſuom, a diligent aiten- 
tion to every mean of inſtruction is necef}ary, 


Tat heart of the prudent getteth knowledge, and the car of the wife ſecketh 
Knowledge *, Give inſtruction to a wiſe man, and he will be yet wiſer ; teach 
1 juſt man, and he will increaſe in learning >, Whoſo loveth inſtruction, loveth 
knowledge ; but he that hateth reproot, is brntith ©, Hear counſel, and receive 
ittruction, that thou mayſt be wile in thy latter end, Buy the wurth, and 
{ell it not; alſo wiſdom, and inſtruction, and underſtanding ©. A wife man will 
hear, and will increaſe learning; and a man of underitanding ſhall attain unto 
wiſe counſels “. Enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyſelf 
to the ſearch of their fathers : Shall they not teach thee, and tell thee, and ut- 
ter words out of their hearts? Hear my words, O ye wiſe men; and give car 
into me, ye that have knowledge, Let us choole to us judgment; let us know 
2mong ourſelves what is good. My words ſhall be of the uprightneſs of my 
cart; and my lips ſhall utter knowledpe clearly ', I will fetch my knowledge 
rom afar, and will aſcribe righteouſneſs to my Maker“. Acquaint thyſelf with 
him, and be at peace; thereby good ſhall come unto thee, Receive, I pray 
tice, the law from his mouth; and lay up his words in thine heart !. 

My ſon, attend unto my wiſdom, and bow down thine car to my underſtand- 
ing, that thou mayſt regard diſcretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge *. 
keep my words, and lay up my commandments with thee". Bind them upon 
thy fingers, write them upon the table ot thine heart. Say unto wiſdom, Thou 
art my filter; and call underſtanding thy kinſwoman . Incline thine ear unto 
wildom, and apply thine heart to underſtanding; yea, if thou crieſt after Know- 


Prov. xviii 1. 2. © Prov. xvii. 24. P Prov. xxvili. 26. 4 Prov. xv. 32. 
7 Prov. xv. 31. C Prov. xxil. 3. t Prov. xiil. 19, 20. 
©, _—_— Ps = ' ® * 
% Prov. xviii. x5. b Prov. ix. 9. c Prov. xii. I. d Prov. xix. 20. 
: Prov. xxiii. 23. f Prov. i. 5. s Job viii. 8, 10. n Job xxxiv. 2, 4. 
Job xxxili. 3. * ſob xxxvi. 3. Job xxii. 21, 22. m Prov. v. 1, 2. 
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ledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding ; if thou ſeekeſt her as ſilver 
and ſcarcheſt for her as for hid treaſures: Then ſhalt thou underſtand the * 
of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God“; then ſhalt thou underſtand 
righteouſneſs, and judgment, and equity; yea every good path 4. Hear me now 
therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth *; leit 
thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the crucl “; and thou 
mourn at the laſt, when thy fleſh and thy body are conſumed, and ſay, Hon 
have I hated inſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed reproot ? and have not obcyed 
the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that inſtructed me“: 
Forſake the fooliſh, and live; and go in the way of underſtanding. Keep thy 
father's commandment, and forſake not the law of thy mother. Bind them 
continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou goeſt, 
it ſhall lead thee ; when thou ſleepeſt, it ſhall keep thee 3 when thou awake, 
it ſhall talk with thee : For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; 
and reproofs of inſtruction are the way of life *. Have not I written unto thee 
excellent things in counſels, and knowledge ; that I might make thee know 
the certainty of the words of truth ; that thou mighteſt anſwer the words of 
truth to them that ſend unto thee? ? Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve thok 
things, even they ſhall underſtand the Joving-kindneſs of the Lord *, Who is 
wife, and he ſhall underitand theſe things? prudent, and he ſhall know them! 
For the ways of the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk in them; but the. 
tranſgrefſor ſhall fall therein “. | 


SECT. 5. The Divine Majeſty is repreſented as complaining of the inatten-. 
tion, the criminal ignorunce, and folly of men. 


Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the Lord hath ſpoken, I have 


nouriſhed and brought up children, and they have rebelled againſt me *. The 


ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, 
my people doth not conſider >: For they are a nation void of counſel, neither 
is there any underſtanding in them ©. They know not, neither will they under- 
ſtand a. For my people is fooliſh, they have not known me; they are ſottiſ 
children, and they have none underſtanding ; they are wiſe. to do evil, but to 
do good they have no knowledge ©; O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth! 
Thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not grieved ; thou haſt: conſumed them, 


but they haye refuſed to receive correction ; they have made their faces harder 
than 


Prov. ji. 2 —3. 9 Prov. ii. 9, of Prov. V. T- Prov. * 
* Prov. v. 11, —1 3. Prov. ix. 6. x Prov. vi. 20,23. Prov. Xii. 20) 8, 
* Pſal cvii. 42. « Hol. xiv, 9. 


6 5. © Iſa. i. 2. » Iſa, 1. 3. Deut xxxii, 28. 4 Pal. IXXXII. £ 
Jer. iv. 22. 
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chan a rock; they have refuſcd to return. Therefore 1 ſaid, Surcly theſe are 
poor, they are fooliſh ; for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judg— 
ments of their God. I will get me unto the great men, and will ſpeak unto 
them; for they have known the way of the Lord, and the judoments of their 
God, But theſe have altogether broken the yoke, and burſt the bonds e. They 
hate turned unto me the back, and not the face; though I taught them, riſing 
up early and teaching them, yet they have not hearkned to receive inſtruction e. 
They refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the ſhoulder, and (topped their care, 
that they ſhould not hear. Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant ſtone, 
leſt they ſhould hear the law, and the words which the Lord of hoſts hath ſent 
in his Spirit by the former prophets". Ifaid, It is a people that do err in their 
heart, and they have not known my ways; unto whom I ſware in my wrath, 
that they ſhould not enter into my reſt . O that they were wiſe! that they 
underſtood this!]. that they would conſider their latter end“! My people is de- 
ſtroyed for lack of knowledge . 

Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Ifrael; for the Lord hath a con- 
rroverſy with the inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is no truth nor mercy, 
dor knowledge of God in the land *. I ſpake unto you riſing up early, and ſpeak- 
ing, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye anſwered not ua. Since the day 
that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day, I have ſen 
unto you all my ſervants the prophets, daily riſing up early, and ſending them : 

Yet they hearkned not unto me, nor inclined their ear; but hardned their 
neck; they did worſe than their fathers . Becauſe thou haſt rejected know— 
cage, 1 will alſo reje thee ; ſeeing thou haſt forgotten the Jaw of thy God, I 
will. alſo forget thy children“. Seeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my 
words behind thee, I will reprove thee, and ſet thy doings in order before thine 
cyes s. Becauſe ye have let at nought my counſel, and would none of my rc- 
proof; I alſo will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your tear cometh *, 
tor that they hated knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord, they 
would none of my counſel, they deſpiſed all my reproof ; theretore ſhall they 
eat the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices; for the 
turning away of the ſimple ſhall ſlay them; and the proſperity of tools ſhall de- 
ſtroy them, Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolith people, and unwile ? Is 
he not thy Father that hath bought thee ? Hath he not made thee, and efta- 
bliſked thee *? Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and haft for- 
Zotten God that formed thee n. 


Wo 
Jer. v. 3.— 5. s Jer. xxxii. 33. Zech. vii. 11, 12. 3 Pſal. xcv. 10, 11. 
* Deut. zxxii. 29. | Hol. iv. 6. m Hol. iv. 1. » Jer. Vii. 13. 
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Wo unto them that are wile in their own eyes, and prudent in their own ſight 
Yea the ſtork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle, 1 
the crane, and the ſwallow, obſerve the time of their coming ; but my people 
know not the judgment of the Lord. How do ye ſay, We are wiſe, and the lay 
of the Lord is with us? Lo certainly in vain made he it; the pen of the ſeribe 
is in vain, The wife men are aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taken; Jo they 
have rejected the word the Lord! and what wiſdom is in them“? Wil ye not 
receive inſtruction to hearken to my words, ſaith the Lord*? Be wiſe now there. 
fore, O ye kings; be inſtructed, ye judges of the earth. Kiſs the Son, leſt he 
be angry, and ye periſh from the way n. Let not the wiſe man glory in hi; 
wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might; let not the rich man 
glory in his riches: But let him that gloricth, glory in this, that he underſtand. 
eth and knoweth me, that 1 am the Lord, which exerciſe loving-kindne., 
judgment, and righteouſneſs in the earth : For in theſe things I delight, (ai) 
the Lord *, 


Sk © T. 6.—and ſolemnly calling men to learn true wiſdom. 


Tnus faith the Lord thy Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael, I am the Lord 
thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou 
mouldſt go. O that thou hadſt hearkned to my commandments! then had tly 
peace been as a river, and thy righteouſneſs as the waves of the ſea*, Now 
therefore hearken, O Iſrael, unto the ſtatutes, and unto the judgments which 
tcach you for to do them, that ye may lives. Keep therefore and do them; 
for this is your wiſdom, and underttanding in the ſight of the nations which 
ſhall hear ul theſe ittarutes, and fay, Surely this great nation is a wiſe and un- 
derſtanding people ©. And theſe words which I command thee this day, fh!! be 


in thine heart, and thou ſhall teach them diligently unto thy children, and ſh: 


talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when chou walkeſt by the 
way, and when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up; and thou ſhalt bind 
them for a ſign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes: And thou ſhalt write them upon the poſts of thy houſe, and on thy gate“ 
Hearken diligently unto me: Hear, and your ſoul ſhall live «. 


SECT: 
* Ia. v. at. 7 Jer. viii. 7, 8, 9. * Jer. xxxv. 13. a Pſal. ii. 10, 12. 
Jer. ix. 33, 24 
$6, »Iſa xlviil. 17, 18. b Deut. iv. 1. e Deut. iv. 6. 4 Deut. vi. C, —9. 


0 Ila. ly. 27 3» 
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SECT. 7. He is the bleſſed ſource of ſrunl knowledge and wiſdom, 


FE S 5 5 4 — — 1 * TIT. 1 wwe bs k : 

Wio hath put wiſdom in the inward parts? or who hath given underſtand- 
1 ” 8 DV |; ' ! 

+ +6 the heart? ? God our Maker, who teacheth us more than the beaſts of 


ue curth, and maxeth us wiſer than the towls of heaven d. There is a ſpirit in 
14 the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding ©, The 


v1 ++ * 
* — 


Los iveth wiſdom; out of his mouth cometh knowledge and underſtanding; 
„e liyech up found wiſdom for the rizhteous*. For God giveth to a man that 
15 pool in his fight, wiſdom, and knowledge, and joy*. For wiſdom and might 
are his; he giveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and knowledge to them that know 
ynderitanding fr. The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that 
| 11! d know how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary ; he waken- 
eth me morning by morning; he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned 3, 
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore will he teach ſinners in the way. The 
meck will he guide in judgment; and the meek will he teach his way“. What 
111 is he that feareth the Lord? him ſhall he teach in the way that he {hall 
chogſei. The ſecret of the Lord is with them that tear him; and he will ſhew 
nem his covenant ®, Every good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights“. If any of you lack wiſdom, let 
him a of God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not“. 


SY: cr, g. While he inſtruded Jſrael by his law, he gave them the promiſe 
of greater degrees of light in the latter days. 


HzaskkEx unto me, O my people, and give ear unto me, O my nation; tor a 
iv (all proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to reſt for a light of 
the people 2. Thus ſaith God the Lord, I the Lord have called thee in righte- 
oaſnefs, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the priſoners from the priſon, and them that fit in darknel; out of the pri- 
ſon-houſe : And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead 
them in paths that they have not known; I will make darknels light before 
them, and crooked things ſtraight>s, The eyes of them that ſee ſhall not be 
dim; and the ears of them that hear ſhall hearken ©. In that day ſhall the deat 
hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind ſhall ſee out of obſcurity, 


and 
$7. „Job xxxviii. 36. b Job xxxv. 10, 11. Job xxxii. 8, 4 Prov. ii. 6, 7. 
»Eccleſ. ii. 26. f Dan. ii. 20,21. t Iſa. I. 4. d Pſal. xxv. 8, 9. 
Pſal. xxv. 12. * Pſal. xxv. 14. James i. 17, = James i. 5. 
3% Ila, I. 4. Ig. xlij, 5, 6, 7 16; * Ila, xxl. 3, 
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and out of darkneſs a. Wiſdom and knowledge ſhall be the ſtability of thy times 
and ſtrength of ſalvation . And though the Lord give you the bread of DET 
ſity, and the water of affliction, yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed into x cor. 
ner any more, but thine eyes ſhull ſee thy teachers; and thine ears ſhall hear; 
word behind thee, ſaying, This is the way, walk ye in it“. The ſun ſhall be 
no more thy light by day, neither for brightneſs ſhall the moon give light unte 
thee; but the Lord ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting light, and thy God thy plo- 
ry*. And many nations ſhall come and ſay, Come, let us go up to the mount; 
of the Lord, and to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us ef hi, 
ways, and we will walk in his paths; for the law ſhall go forth of Zion, and the 
word of the Lord from Jeruſalem*. For the earth ſhall be full of the knoy. 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea', Then ſhall we know, if ws 
follow on to know the Lord; his going forth is prepared as the morning; and 
| he ſhall come unto us as the rain; as the latter and former rain unto the earth « 
J will give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my ſalvation un. 
to the end of the earth*, Ariſe, ſhine; for thy light is come, and the plory of 
the Lord is riſen upon thee. And the Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightneſs of thy riſing®. Behold the days come, faith the Lord, 
that 1 will make a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of 
Judah". After thoſe days, faith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
people. And they ſhall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, ſaying, Know ye the Lord ; for they ſhall all know me, from the 
leaſt of them unto the greateſt of them, faith the Lord“. And I will give them 
an heart to know me, that I am the Lord”, 


SECT. 9. Theſe promiſes were fulfilled by the coming of our Lord Feſus. 


BLesSED be the Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath viſited and redemed his peo. 
ple; and hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us, in the houſe of his ſervant 
David“; to give knowledge of ſalvation unto his people, by the remiſſion 6: 
their ſins, through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the day-ſpring from 
on high hath viſited us, to give light to them that fit in darkneſs, and in the 
ſhadow of death; to guide our feet into the way of peace d. In him was lite, 
and the life was the light of men, And the light ſhineth in darkneſs, and the 


darkneſs comprehended it not *. That was the true light, that lighteth every 
man 


4 Iſa, xxix. 18, „La. xxalli, 6. I. xxx 20, at. 1 Ia. lu. 19. 
n Mic. iv. 2. i Iſa. xi. 9. * Hoſ. vi. 3. 1 Iſa, «ix. 6. 
= Iſa, Ix. 1, 3. v Jer, xxxi. zt. e Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. Jer. xx. 7. 


$ H. ® Luke i, 68, 69. » Luke i. 777 78, 79. 6 John i. 4, $* 
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man that cometh into the worlds, For the Jaw was given by Moſes, but grace 
and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt *. He that cometh from heaven is above all; 
and what he hath ſeen and heard, that he teſtifieth. He that hath received his 
teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is true: For he whom God hath (ent, 
ſpeaketh the words of God; for God giveth not the Spirit by meaſure unto 
him f. | 

Now Jeſus leaving Nazareth, came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon 
the ſea-coaſt, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim; that it might be fal- 
led which was ſpoken by Eſaias the prophet, ſaying, The land of Zabulon, and 
the land of Nepthalim by the way of the ſea, beyond Jordin, Gulilee of tho 
Gentiles ; the people which fat in darknefs faw great light; and to them which 
t in the region and ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up*. And he taught in 
their ſynagogues, being glorified of all“; that it might be fulfilled which was 
ſpoken by Eſaias the prophet, ſaying, Behold my ſervant whom Lhave choſen, 
my beloved, in whom my ſoul is well pleaſcd; I will put my Spirit upon him, 
ach he ſhall ſhew judgment to the Gentiles', For Moſes truly ſaid unto the fa- 
bers, A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you, of your brethren, 
be nnto me; him ſhall ye hear in all things whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you. 
An it hall come to paſs, that every ſoul which will not hear that prophet, ſhall be 
eltroyed from among the people *. This is lite eternal, that they might know 
ce, the only true God, and Jelus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ', 


SECT. 10. His divine inſtructions ſhew that he is truly the light of the 
world. 


Tur ſpake Jeſus unto them, ſaying, I am the light of life; he that follow- 
eth me ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of lite *. Scarch the 
riptures, for in them ye think ye have cternal lite, and they are they wich 


ccitity of med. It is written in the prophets, And they ſhell be all taught of 


60. Every man therefore that hath heard and hath learned of the Facher, co— 
meth unto me ©. It is the Spirit that quickneth, the fleſh protfiteth nothing; 
e words that I fpeak unto you, they are ſpirit, and they aic lie d. Atl things 
dell red unto me of my Father, and no man Knowcil: the Son but che Fa— 
ther; neither knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son, and he to whomlo- 
ever the Sou will reveal hime. If ye had known me, ye ſhould have Known 
My Father alſof, Take my yoke upon you, and Icarn of me; for 1 am week 
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and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls, For my yoke is «. 
ſy, and my burden is lights, Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that hear, 
my words, and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life *; And he 
came to Nazareth where he had been brought up: And, as his cuſtom was, he 
went into the {ynagogue on the Sabbath-day,. and itood up for to read. Ang 
there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Eſaias; and when he had 
open the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the goſpel to the poor, he 
hath ſent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the Captives, 
and of recovering of fight to the blind, to ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed, 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he cloſed the book, and gare 
it again to the miniſter, and ſat down: And the eyes of all them that were in 
the ſynagogue were faſtned on him. And he began to ſay unto them, This day 
is this ſcripture fultilled in your cars', Yet a little while is the light with you; 
walk while ye have the light, leſt darkneſs come uon you; for he that walket! 
in darkneſs, knoweth not whither he goeth k. While ye have the light, be— 
lieve in the light, that ye may be the children of light !. 

In that hour Jeſus rejoiced in ſpirit, and ſaid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord o. 
hcaven and earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, aud 
haſt revealed them unto babes; even ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
ſght®. And he turned unto his diſciples, and ſaid privately, Bleſſæd are thc 
eyes which ſce the things that ye ſee. For I tell you that many prophct: 
and kings have deſired to fee thole things which ye fee, and have not {cen 
them; and to hear thoſe things which ye hear, and have not heard them“. |: 
ye know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do theme. It ye continue in my wot, 
then are ye my diſciples indeed; and ye ſhall know the truth, and the trut. 
ſhall make you free?.. If a man love me he will keep my words; he that lo. 
veth me. not, keepeth not my ſayings ; and the word which you hear t 
not mine, but the Father's which ſent me. Theſe things have I ſpoken unto 
you, bcing yet preſent with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Gholt, 
whom the Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall reach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto you %; I have ye 
many things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot hear them now. Howbeit, whe! 
he the Spirit of Truth-is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he ſhall not 
{peak of himſelf; but whatſoever he ſhall hear that ſhall he ſpeak ; and he will 
Mew you things to come“. 
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SECT. 11. His complaints of the perver ſeneſs, hypocriſy, and folly of that 
generation to which he preached. 


Us that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth 
tim; the word that J have ſpoken, the ſime ſhall judge him in the lat day. 
For I have not ſpoken of myſelf; but the Father which ſent me, he gave men 
commandment, what I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak :. My doctrine is not 
mine, but his that ſent me. If any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
docttine, whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf s. Becauſe my wor« 
hath no place in you ©; and becauſe I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. He 
that is of God, heareth God's words; ye therefore hear them not becnuſe ye arc 
not of Gods, For judgment I am come into this world; that they which ſec 
not, might ſec; and that they which ſee might be made blind. And tome of the 
Phariſces faid unto him, Are we blind alſo? Jeſus faid unto them, It ye were 
blizd, ye ſhould have no fin ; but now ye ay, We lee; therefore your lin re- 
miner, Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites; ye blind guides, 
which ſtrain at a gnat, and ſwallow a camel f, Wo unto you lawyers; for ye 
ve taken away the key of knowledge; ye entred not in yourſelves, and them 
that were entering in, ye hindred®, Thus have ye made the commandment 
o God of none effect by your tradition. Ye hypocrites, well did Efaias pro- 
pheſy of you, ſaying, This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouths, 
and honour me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they 
do worſhip me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of mens. Ye hypo- 
crices, ye can diſcern the face of the ſky, and of the earth; but how is it that 
ve do not diſcern this time“? Yea, and why even of yourſelves, judge ye not 
what is right * ? 

The fame day went Jeſus out of the houſe, and ſat by the ſea- ſide, and great 
multitudes were gathered together unto him. And he ſpake many things unto 
them in parables '. And the diſciples came, and ſaid unto him, Why ſpeakett thou 
ano them in parables? He anſwered and ſaid unto them, Becaule it is given unto 
you to know the myſteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not pi- 
ven”, Therefore ſpeak I to them in parables; becauſe they ſeeing {ce nor; 
1 hearing they hear not, neither do they underſtand. And in them is fultil- 
led the prophecy of Eſaias, which ſaith, By hearing ye ſhall hear, and ſhall not 
underſtand; and ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, and ſhall not perceive. For this people's 
heart is waxed groſs, and their cars are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
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cloſed, leſt at any time they ſhould ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears 
and ſhould underſtand with their heart, and ſhould be! converted, and 1 fn 
heal them. But bleſſed are your eyes for they ſee; and your ears for . 


hear a. Let them alone; they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the vj. 
ſcad the blind, both ſhall fall into the ditch®. And when he was come nc r, „ 
beheld the city, and wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadſt known, even chou. 
leatt in this thy day, thethings which belong unto thy peace! but now then 
hid irom thine cyes?. And this is the condemnation, that light is come i! ar 
ihe world, and men loved darkneſs rather than light; becauſe their deeds u were 


evil% But wiſdom is juſtified of her children“ 


S#CT. 12. His apoſtles were enjomed to communicate this divine 10. 
to all nations. 


Axn when he had called unto him his twelve diſciples , he commanded the m. 
ſaying ?, Behold I tend you forth, as ſheep in the midit of wolves ; be ye there. 
ſore wiſe as ferpents, and harneſs as doves. But beware of men; for they il 
deliver you up to the councils, and they will ſcourge you in their ſynagoune;*, 
But when they deliver you up, take no thought how, or what ye ſhall ſpeal; ! 
for | will give you a mouth and wit {dom, which all your adverſaries ſhall not be 
able to gainſay nor refiſt*, Go ye therefore and teach all nations, teach, 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you; and lo | am wit) 
you alway, even unto the end of the worldt. Therefore every ſcribe which !: 
inſtructed unto the kingdom of heaven, is like unto a man that is an houſeholder. 
which bringeth forth out of his treaſure things new and old“. Who then is 2 faith 
ful and wiſe ſervant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his houſchold, to gie 
chem meat in due ſeaſon? bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his Lord when he co— 
meth, ſhall find ſo doing. Verily I fay unto you, that he ſhall make him rule: 
over all his goods. And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lad 
working with them, and confirming the word with ſigns following k. Aud Je 


ſus ſaid, T have appeared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make thee a minitter, 


and a witneſs both of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things in tie 
which J will appcar unto thee ; delivering thee from the people, and from thc 
Gentiles, unto whom now! fend thee to open their eyes, and to turn them tro! 

Jarknef; to light, and from the power of 8 Satan unto God, that they may reccibe 


forgivencſs of ſins, and an Inhericance among them which are ſanctified by faith 
that is in me.. 


& 
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* 


SpcT. 13. This ſacred conuniſion they executed with zeal, diligence, and 


Fidelit *. 


Tk life was manifelted, and we have ſeen it, and bear witneſs, and ſhow 
unto you that eternal Nite which was with the Father, and was manitetted uno 
15% His grace is now made manitelt by the appcaring of our Saviour ſelus 
Chritt, who hath aboliſhed death, and hath brought life and immortality to Light 
through the goſpel; whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apoſtle, a teach- 
rok the Gentiles >, Who will have all men to be ſaved, and to come unto the 
Lnyuwledge of the truth*®. As it is written, To whom he was not ſpoken ot, 
they all fee 3 and they that have not heard thall underitand?. For aiter that 
in the wildom ot God, the world by wildom Knew not God, it pleated God by 
the fooliſhneſs of preaching to fave them that believe, For the Jews require a 
fon, and the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom ; but we preach Chritt cruciticd ; unto 
the Jews a ſtumbling block, and to the Grecks foovitihnels; but unto them wich 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the power of God, and the wildom of 
Coche; who of God is made unto us, wiſdom, and righteouſnets, and ſanctilica- 
tion, and redemptionf, And came and preached peace to you which were afar 
of, and to them that were nigh s. In whom are hid all the treaſures of wit- 
dom and knowledge“, wherein he hath abounded to us in all wifdom and pru- 


rood pleaſure ', whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man 
in al! wiſdom, that we may preſent every man perfect in Chritt clus “. 

And, brethren, when I came to you, came not with the exccllency of 
/>cech, or of wiſdom, declaring unto you the teſtimony of God'. And my 
{eech, and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wifdom, but in 
demonſtration of the Spirit, aud of power; that your faith ſhould nor ſtand in 
the wiſdom of men, but in the power of God. Howbeit we ſpeak wiſdom a- 
mong them that are perfect; yet not the wiſdom of this world, nor of the prin- 
ces of this world, that come to nought. But we ſpeak the hidden dom which 
God ordained before the world unto our glory ; which none of the princes of 
this world knew ® 3 but God hath revealed them unto us by his Sprric ®, Now 
we have received, not the ſpirit of the world, but the ſpirit which i of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God; which things 
allo we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the 
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Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual. But tlie natu- 
ral man recciveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are fooliſhnef: 
eto him ; neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern, . 
But our goſpel came not to you in word only, but alſo in power, and in the lo. 
ly Ghott, and in much aſſurance. And ye became. followers of us, and of the 
Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with Joy of the Holy Ghog». 
Wicretore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of theſe 
things, though ye know them, and be eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, Yes 
T think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to ſtir you up, by putting yo, 
in remembrance?, Moreover I will endeavour, that you may be able after jy 
deccaſe, to have theſe things always, in remembrance*; that ye may be mind. 
ful of the words which were ſpoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
comrindaents of us the apoſtles of the Lord and Saviour ſ. Yea doubtleſs, au. 
| count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Je- 
ſus my Lord; for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Chriſt ; that I may know him, and the power ct 
his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being made conformable un- 
to his dcathu. For God who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneß, 
hath ſhincd in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, in the ſace of Jeſus Chriſt *. a 


SECT. 14. True knowledge and heavenly wiſdom will have an abiding in 
fluence, preducing purity and holineſs of heart and life. 


THE grace of God, that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men; teach. 
ing us, that, denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberh, 
righteouſſy, and godly, in this preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the Great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chrill *, 
This I ſay, therefore, and teſtify in the Lord, that ye walk not henccforth ©: 
other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind, having the underſtanding da!k- 
ned, being alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in then, 
becuuſe of the blindneſs of their hearts d. But ye have not ſo learned Chiitt; 
if ſo be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth f 
in Jeſus ©. Ye have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the nen 
man, which is renewed in knowledpe, after the image of him that created biw 
For ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light in the Lord; walk a. 
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children of light ©: "And have no fellowſhip with the unfruittul works of dark- 
nels, but rather reprove them f. Bur all things that are reproved are made ma- 
ict by the light 3 for whatever doth make maniteſt, is light *. Sce then that 
walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but as wile; redeeming the time, becautc 
the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwiſe, but underitanding what the 
will of the Lord is“. This is the meſſuge which we have heard or him, and de- 
re unto you. that God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all, It we lay, 
hit we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in darknels, we lic, and do not tlie 
truth; but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have tellow hip 
ne with another“. But ye, brethren, are not in darkneſs. Ye are all the 
ren of light, and the children of the day; we are not oi the night, nor of 
11rkneſs, Therefore, let us not fleep as do others ; but Jet us watch, und be 
ſober k. Lay apart all filthineſs and ſuperfluity ot naughtincſs, and receive with 
ncckneſs the ingrafted word, which is able to fave your fouls ', Who is u wite 
mi, and endowed with knowledge, amonglt you ! Let him thew, out of a 
004 converſation,. his works with meekneſs of wiſdom. But it ye have bitter 
cnvying and firife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not againtt the truth, I his 
wiflom deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, devilith *. Bur 


tic wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then peaccuble, gentle, and caly o 


be ent reated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and withuut hy— 
pocriſy . Brethren, be not children in underſtanding; howbcit in malige be 
ve children, but in underſtanding be mene. And beſides this, giving all dili— 
ence, add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge. For, it thin 
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye mall neither be barren, 
vor untruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chritt.. But be that lucketli, 
theſe things, is blind, and cannot ſce far off, and hath forgotten that he was 


purged from his old fins a. But we all with open face, beholding, us in a vials, 


the glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory; 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord; till we all come, in the unity of the 1aith, 


and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meature. 


of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; that we hencetorth be no more children, 
toffed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the {lcipht 
of men, and cunning crattineſs, whereby they ly in wait to deceive ; but fpc:k- 
ing the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the Head, 
even Chriſt f Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt *, Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts; and be ready always to 


give 
* Fph. v. 8. f Eph. v. 11. s Eph v. 13. * Eph. v. 15.— 17. 
1 John i. 5,7. k 1 Theſſ. v. 4,.—6. 1 James 1. 21. a James ii. 13,15 
James iii. 1). 1 Cor. xiv, 20. P 2 Pet. i. 5. $ 2 Pet. J. 8. 9. 
* 2 Cor, ili. 18. f Eph, iv. 13,—15. *'2 Pet, ii. 18. 


Of the Duties and Virtues that are purely perſonal, 9 3 


9 — — AA — — — 


ag ** — — — — — — 


3504 Of the PR HET of Gon: 


Dart vl. 


vive an anſwer to every man, that aſketh you a reaſon of the hope that is in v0 
with mcckneſs and fear", Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly, i. F 
wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in pſalms, and hymns, and ble i. 
tual longs, ſinging with grace in your hearts to the Lord x. Let no corrupt 
communication procced out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use 5 
cuifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers . 


all 


0! 


8 1 
r. 15, And are connected with a ſtedfaſt attention to the ſacred records 


Irs brethren ſent away Paul and Silas unto Berea ; who, coming thither, 
went into the ſynagogue of the Jews. Theſe were more noble than thole in 
. Thel lonica ; in that they received the word with all readineſs of mind, and 

arched the ſcriptures dailv, whether thoſe things were ſo. Therefore m ny 
ws them believed? We have allo a more ſure word of prophecy ; wherein 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light which ſhineth in a dark place, un- 
til the day dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts d. Therefore we ought 
wo vive the more carneſt heed to the things which we have heard, leſt at any 
time we ſhould let them flip. As newborn babes, deſire the a milk of 
the word, that ye may grow thereby 9, 

Continue thou in the things which thou haſt learned, and haſt been aſſured of; 
knowing of whom thou haft lcarned them, and that from a child thou hatt known 
the holy ſcriptures, which are able to make rhee wilc unto ſalvation, through 
ſaith which is in Chritt Jeſus, All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproot, for correction, for inſtruction in riphtc- 
ouſncſs 3 that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good works*. Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine f : Me- 
ditare upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them; that thy profiting may 
appear unto all *, Speak thou the things which become ſound doctrine '; 
ſound ſpeech which cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary put 
may be aſhamed, having no evil thing to ſay of you. 


SECT: 
u 1 Pet. iii. 15. * Col. iii. 16. y Fph. iv. 29. 
$ 15, Acts xvii. 10, — 12. b 2 Pet. i. 19. « Heb. ii. 1. a 1 Pet. li. 2 
e 2 Tim. ini. 14,—17. t x Tim. iv. 13. 1 1 Tim. iv. 15. k Tit, Ii. 1. 


1 Tit. ii. 8. 
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Src r. 16. Of vain pretenſions to knowledge and wiſlom which cannot profit. 


SresT thou a man wiſe in his own conceit? There is more hope of a fool 
than of him“. For vain man would be wiſe, though man be born like a wild 
abs colt >, The way of a fool is right in his own eyes ; but he that hearkneth 
unto counſel is wiſe s. Behold thou art called a Jew, and reſteſt in the law, 


and makeſt thy boaſt of God, and knoweſt his will, and approvett the things 


that are more excellent, being inſtructed out of the law ; and art confident that 
thou thyſelf art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkneſs, an 
inſtruckor of the fooliſh, a teacher of babes, which haſt the form of knowledge, 
and of the truth in the law. Thou therefore that teacheſt another, tencheſt 
thou not thyſelf 4 ? Let no man deceive himſelf: If any man among you feem— 
eth to be wiſe in this world, let him become a fool that he may be wife, For 
the wiſdom of this world is foolithneſs with God: For it is writtcn, He 
heth the wiſe in their own craftineſs ; and again, The Lord knoweth the 
thoughts of the wiſe, that they are vain ?. And if any man think that he know- 
eth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know *, Awake to righ- 
tcouſneſs, and fin not; for ſome have not the knowledge of God: I ſpeak this 
% your ſhime s. For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have nced 
th.t one teach you again, which be the firſt principles of the oracles of God; 
and are become ſuch as have nced of milk, and not of ſtrong meat. For every 
onc that uſeth milk, is unſkilful in the word of righteouſnels ; for he is a babe, 
But ſtrong meat belongeth unto them that are of full age, even thoſe who, by 
reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern both good and evil *. But 
our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt; in whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe nor, leſt the light of the 
glortous goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould thine unto them“. 
K owledge puſfeth up, but charity edifieth “. Though I ſpeak with the 
convues of men and angels, and have not charity, I am become as ſounding 
braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and un- 
derttand all inyſteries, and have all knowledge, and have no charity; 1 am no- 
thing! If any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to. wWholeſome words, even 
the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the doftrine which is according to 
pulineſs; he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about queſtions and ſtrifes 
of words ; words to no profit, but to the ſubyerting of the hearers “; where— 


5 
of cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſputings of men of 
8 it corrupt 
$ 16. © Prov. xxvi. 4 b Job xi. 12. © Prov. xii. 15. 4 Rom. ii. 17,— 21. 
* 1 Cor, ni. 18, 20. f 1 Cor. viil. 2, 8 1 Cor. xv. 34. b Heb. v. 12.14. 
2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. * 1 Cor. viii. 1. 11 Cor. xiil. 1, 2. * x; Tim. vi. 3, 4. 


2 Tim. ii. 14. 
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corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the truth. Should a wiſe man utter vai. 
knowledge, and fill his belly with the eaſt wind? Should he reaſon with = 
profitable talk, or with ſpeeches that can do no good ® ? But avoid fooliſh Iu 
ſtions, and genealogics, and contentions, and ſtrivings about the law ; 4s 
are unprofitable and vain a. Keep that which is committed to thy truit ; avoig. 
ing profane and vain babblings, and oppoſition of ſcience falſely fo called z Which 
ſome profeſſing, have erred concerning the faith *, : 

Be not wiſe in your own conceitsf, For it is written, I will deſtroy the wi. 
dom of the wiſe, and bring to nothing the underſtanding of the prudent, 
Where is the wiſe ? Where is the ſcribe? Wherc is the diſputer of this world! 
Hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world *? Becauſe the foolithae; 
of God is wiſer than men ; and the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than men. For 
ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, net 
many mighty, not many noble are called; but God hath choſen the fo lil, 
things of the world to confound the wile ; and God hath choſen the we:! 
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty u; that no ehh 
ſnould glory in his preſence “. 


for they 


SEH Or. 17. Concerning jalſe teachers, and thoſe that are ſeduced by thei. 


BELOVED, bclieve not every ſpirit; but try the ſpirits whether they are 0 
God; becauſe many falſe prophets are gone out into the world. There wer: 
ale prophets alſo among the pcople, even as there ſhall be falſe teachers among 
vou, who privily ſhall bring in damnable hereſics, and many ſhall follow their 
pernicious ways; by reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of +, 
Theſe ſpeak evil of the things that they underſtand not; beguiling unſtable 
fouls e. For when they ſpeak great ſwelling words of vanity, they allure throuy! 
the laſts of the fleſh, thoſe who were clean eſcaped from them who live in er 
-or *. He that knoweth God hcareth us; he that is not of God heareth not u,. 
Hereby know we the ſpirit of truth, and the ſpirit of error. Now the Spiri: 
ſpcaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from the faith, g- 
ving heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils; ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy, 
having their conſcience ſeared with a hot iron*®. For the time will come, 
when they will not endure ſound doctrine ; but after their own luſts, ſhall they 


cap to themſelves teachers, having itching ears. And they ſhall turn away 
their 


* 1 Tim. vi. 4, 8. Job xv. 2, 3. * Tit. iii. 9. r 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. 
© Rom. xii. 16. 1 Cor. 1. 19, 20. u x Cor. i. 25, 26, 27. * 1 Cor. i. 29. 


& 15%, * 1 John iv. I, b 2 Pet, ii. f, 2. 2 2Pet, ii. 12, 14. 4 2 Pet. ii. 18. 
* 1 Tim. iv. I, 2. 
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x % 
3 


their cars from the truth, and ſhall be turned unto fables t : deliring to be teach- 
ers of the law, underſtanding neither what they ſay nor whercof they aſfirm e. 
They profeſs that they know God, but in works they deny him; being abo::it- 
nable, and diſobedient, and unto every good work reprob uc“. An ke: etic, after 
the firſt and ſecond admonition, reject ; knowing that he that js ſuch, is ſubyert- 
ed, and ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf', Por if after they have eſcaped 
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Je- 
ſas Chriſt, they are again entangled therein, and overcome > the latter. end 1; 
worle with them than the beginning; for it had been better for them not be. 
have known the way of righteouſneſs, than after they have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered unto then *, For it is impollible fo. 
-hoſe who were once enlightned, and have taſted of the heavenly gilt, and wer: 
made partakers of the Holy Glioſt, and have taſted the good word of God, an! 
the powers of the world to come; if they fall away, to renew them again unte 
repentance l. For if we fin wiltully, after we have received the . now ledge 0. 
the truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſips; but a certain ſearſul . 
ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation which ſhall devour the adverſartes. 
Ye therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe things before, beware leſt ye alle 
being led away by the error of the wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaftneſs“. 
Bc not carried about with divers and ſtrange doctrines ; for it is a good thiny 
that the heart be eſtabliſhed with grace . Brethren, it any of you do err from 
e trath, and one convert him; let him know, that he who converteth the ſin- 
ner from the error of his way, ſhall ſave a foul from death, and ſhall hide a mu'- 


:itnde of ſins“. 


cr. 18, The prayers of the apoſtles in behalf of thoſe that had attained t9 
ſaving knowledge, and their joyful hope concerning them, 


Now there are diverſities of gifts, but the ſame ſpirit*®. For to one is given 
vy the Spirit, the word of wiſdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 
{ane ſpirit s. And J alſo am perſuded of you, my brethren, that ye alſo are full 
of goodneſs, filled with all knowledge, able alſo to admonith one another“. 


Grace and peace be multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of God and of 


Jetus our Lord; according as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain to life and godlineſs, through the knowledge of him that hath called us 


8 T2 to 
t 2 Tim. iv. 34. e 1 Tim. i. 7. b Tit. i. 16. Tit. iii. 10, 11. 
* 2 pet. ij. 20, 21. 1 Heb vi. 4, 5, 6. = Heb. x. 26, 27. * 2 Pet. ili. 27. 
0 Heb. -xii1 9. * James V. 19 20. by 


© 18, 1 Cor, xil, 4: b 1 Cor, Xii. 8, © Rom, xv. 14. 
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to glory and virtue“. And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may approve things that 
are exccllent *; that ye might be filled with the Knowledge of his will, in an 
wiſdom, and ſpiritual underſtanding ; that ye might walk worthy of the Log! 
unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work, and increaſing in the knen. 
ledge of God * ; that the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Rahe. 
of glory, may give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the Kaon 
ledge of him; the eyes of your underſtanding being enlightned ; that ye yy 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of 1; 
inheritance in the ſaints, and what is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to u. 
ward who believe s; that ye may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, wi , 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to know the love of Chril, 
which paſſeth knowledge; that ye may be filled with all the fulneſs of God, 

Thanks be unto God, who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt ; and muket! 
manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge, by us, in every placed. I thank my Gy! 
always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance and in all kno. 
ledge“ “; giving thanks unto the Father, who hath delivered us from the por. 
er of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son“. Biege 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with :! 
ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt ; having made known unto us 1h 
myſtery of his will, according to his good pleaſure “; even the myſtery wlich 
hath been hid from ages, and from generations; but now is made manitett 
to his ſaints 2. 

Charity never faileth ; but whether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; wle. 
ther there be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be knowledge, it {hall 
vaniſh away. For we know in part, and we prophely in part; but when that 


which is perfect is come, then that which is in part ſhall be done away e. For 


now we ſee through a glaſs darkly, bur then face to face; now I know in par; 
but then ſhall I know, even as alſo I am known®. 

I John ſaw the holy city, new Jeruſalem, coming down from God out of hez- 
rena. And the city had no need of the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it; 
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the 
nations of them which are ſaved, ſhall walk in the light of it”. And they ſhall 
ſce his face: And there ſhall be no night there; and they need no candle, nei- 
ther light of the ſun; for the Lord God giveth them light, 


SECT» 
a 2 Pet. i. 2, 3. Phil. 3. 9, 10. f Col. i. 9, 10.  Fph. i. 17, 18, 1% 
n Eph. ii. 18, 19. 2 Cor. ii. 14. * Cor i. 4, 5. 1 Col. i. 12. 13. 
m Eph i. 3, 9. 2 Col. i. 26. * 1 Cor xiii. 8, 9, 10, P 1 Cor, Xill, 12. 


2 Rev. xxi 2. r Rev. xxl. 23, 24. d Rev, xxii. 4, 5. 
* Scc 2 Cor. viii. 7. 


ART. I. Of the Duties and Virtues that are purely perſonal, 509 


gc. 19. The declarations, prayers, and praiſes of the ſaints relating to 
this ſubjett, 


O Log d, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep, A bru— 
ei man knoweth not, neither doth a foo] underitand this *. The roolith thall 
dot ſtand in thy fight; thou hateſt all workers of iniquity d. Let favour be 
lewd ro the wicked, yet will he not learn righteouſneſs 3 in the land of un- 
gahtneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the majeſty of the Lord. 
JT Y when thy hand is lifted up, they will not fee ; but they ſhall fee and be 
\himed*. Have reſpect unto the covenant ; for the dark places of the carth 
dre full of the habitations of cruelty 4. The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, 
and the man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name ©, Becauſe they regard not the works 
of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, he ſhall deſtroy them and not build 


f 
them up!. 
We are but of yeſterday, and know nothing; becauſe our days upon carth 


"re a ſhadow®. Lord make me to know mine end, and the meaſure of my 
dis, what it is; that I may Know how frail I am", So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom i. That which I fee not teach 
thou mex. Let my cry come near before thee, O Lord; give me underttand— 
jag according to thy word i. Cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould walk; 
{or 1 lift up my ſoul unto thee®. Teach me to- do thy will, for thou art my 
God; thy Spirit is good, lead me into the land of uprighrneſs ®. Teach me thy 
way, O Lord, I will walk in thy truth'. Wherewith ſhall a young man cle. 
nis way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word?. The teltimony of 
the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſimple. The commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightning the eyes. The judgments of the Lord arc true and rightcous 
together %, Make me to underſt and the way of thy precepts. Teach me, 
O Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes ; give me underitanding, and I ſhall Keep thy 
law. Teach me good judgment and knowledge; give me underitanding that! 
may learn thy commandments *, The entrance of thy word giveth light; it 
giveth underſtanding unto the ſimple*. Open thou mine eyes, that I may be- 
101d wondrous things out of thy law“. Behold, thou deſireſt truth in the in— 
ward parts; and in the hidden part thou ſhalt make me to know wiſdom 7; then 
will I teach tranſgreſſors thy way, and ſinners ſhall be converted unto thee *. 


Give 
$ 19. « pfal. xcii. 5, 6. v Pſal, v. 5. © Ta. xvi. 10, 11. a Pfal. Ixxin. 20. 
« Mic, vi. 9. f Pfal. xxviii 5. s Job viii. 9. Pal. xxX1x, 4. 
I Plal. „c. 12, - * Job xxxiv. 32. 1 Pal. cxix. 169. = Pſal. cxliii. 8. 
* Pſal. ci. 10, * Pſa], Ixxxvi. 11. P Pſal. cx. 9. 4 Pſal. xix. 7, g. 9 
" Plal cxix 27, c Pſal. cxix. 33, 34. * Plal. cxix. 66, 73. v Pſal. cxiz. 130. 


* Pal. cxix. 18. 1 Pſal. li. 6. 2 Pſal, li. 13. 
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Give me now wiſdom and knowledge *: I will behave myſelf wiſely in ; perle 
way. O when wilt thou come unto me Þ ! | 
Thou through thy commandments haſt made me wiſer than mine enemies e. 
I underitand more than the ancients ; becauſe I keep thy precepts, 0 Gu 
thou haſt taught me from my youth ; and hitherto have 1 declared thy wondrou; 
works. Now alſo when I am old and grey-headed, O God, forſake me not; un. 
til I have ſhewed thy ſtrength unto this generation, and thy power to everyone 
that is to come e. I will bleſs the Lord, who hath given me counſel; my rein; 
alſo inſtruct me in the night ſeaſons. Thou wilt ſhew me the path of liter ; Ton 
ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and afterwards receive me to glory t. 
I will hear what God the Lord will ſpeak ; for he will ſpeak peace unto hi; 
. people, and to his ſaints; but let them not turn again to folly ®, Bleſſed is the 
people that know the joyful found ; they ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light of th, 
countenance 1. O continue thy loving kindneſs to them that know thee*; they 
hat know thy name will put their truſt in thee!, 


CHAP. 
+ 2 Chron. i. 10. | b Pal. ci. 2. e Pſal. cxix. 98. 4 Pal. cxix. 10. 
e Pſal. Izxi. 17, 18. 1 Plal. xvi. 7, 11. e Pſal. Izxiii. 24. „ Pfſal. IXXXV. L. 


! Plal, Ixxxix, 15. * Plal. xXXxvi. 10, 1 Pſal. ix. 10. 
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. 


HFC PURITY in HEART and PRACTICE. 


gecr. 1. Of theſe things that defile a man. 2. The abſolute neceſſity of 
being ſeparated from theſe evils. 3. God's antient promiſes to pour out a 
(yjrit of purity and holineſs upon his people in the latter times. 4. The peo— 
ple of God are under peculiar obligations to deny worldly luſts, and to prac- 
tie holineſs. 5. A continuation of the former. 6. Without ſuch purity, no 
privilege, no profeſſion can be of any avail. 7, To render us holy, was one 


rreat parpoſe for which the Son of God was manifeſted. 8. By the grace of 


God in Chriſt Jeſus we are ſanctified; and his redeeming love affords the mot 
powerful motive to obedience. 9. In the example of our Lord ſeſus, we have 
the molt perfect pattern of purity and holineſs. 10. The neceſſity of zeal, 
nrogreſs, and perſeverance in the ways of purity and holineſs. 11. The joy of 
the apoſtles on account of thoſe who had,atttained to purity of heart and life; 
and their prayers that they might attain to greater degrees of it. 12. Other 


orayers to the ſame purpoſe. 


SECT. 1. Of theſe things that defile a man. 


JEARKEN unto me every one of you, and underſtand. There is nothing 
| from without a man, that entring into a man can defile him; but the 
things which come out of him, thoſe are they that defile the man“. Do ye not 
perceive, that whatſoever thing from without entreth into the man, it cannot 
defile him; becauſe it entreth not into his heart, but into the belly, and gocth 
out into the draught, purging all meats? That which cometh out of the man, 
that defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thetts, covetouſneſs, wickednefs, de- 
ceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, fooliſhneſs; all theſe evil things 
come from within, and defile the man d. Unto the pure, all things are pure; 
but unto them that are defled and unbelicving, is nothing pure; but even their 


mind and conſcience is defiled ©, Wo unto you ſcribes and phar iſces, hypocrites ; 
for 


8 . Y Mark Vil, I4, 15. » Mark vii. 18,23. 6 Tit, i. 15. 
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lor ye make clean the outſide of the cup, and of the platter, but within the 
arc full of extortion and exceſs 4. Thou blind phariiec, cleanſe firſt that which 
15 within the cup and platter, that the outſide may be clean alſo. Wo unto 
cribes and plizrilees, hypocrites; for ye are like unto whited ſepulchres 
indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones 


you 
„which 
„and or 
all uncleanneſs. Even fo ye alſo, outwardly appear righteous unto men, hy 
within ye are full of hypocriſy and iniquity ©, Ye* ſhall know them by thei 
'ruits; do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles ? even fo, every 9000 


1. 


1 trec brinpeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fru 
| Kither make the tree good, and his fruit good; or elſe make the tree Corrupt, 
| l and his fruit corrupt; for the tree is known by his fruit 2. A good man Gi © 


| the good treaſure of the heart, bringeth forth good things; and an evil nan g 
11 of the evi] treaſure, bringeth forth evil things“. Bleſſed are the pure in her: : 
1 ſor they ſhail ſee God!. 


1 SECT. 2. The neceſſiiy of being ſeparated from theſe evils, 


know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Awake to rightcouſneſe, and fin not; for ſome have not the knowledye of Gui, 
Cleantc your hands, ye finners ; and purity your hearts, ye couble-minded*, 1; 
iniquity be in thine hand, pur it far away; and let not wickedneſs dwell in thy 
tabernacles d. Waſh ye, make you clean, put away the evil of your doings tron 
belore mine eyes; ccaſe to do « vil, learn to do welle. Caſt away from you allyuur 
tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have tranſgreſſed; and make you a new hcart «id 
new ſpirit; for why will ye die? Let the wicked forſake his ways, und the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and he vil 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon . NMor- 
tify therefore your members which are upon the earth *. If thy hand or thy ct 
oflend thee, cut them off, and caſt them trom thee; it is better tur thee to enter 
into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands, or two feet, to be cal 
into everlaſting fire 1. And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it aut, and datt it 
from thee 3 for it is profitable for thee, that one of thy members ſhould peril, 
and not that thy whole body ſhould be caſt into hell k. Be not deccivcd; 
God is not mocked ; for whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap, He 
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| | | that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; but he that ſow- 
| l eth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap life everlaſting!. For this ye know, 
1 that 
| 

4 Matth. xxiti. 25. „Matth. xxiii. 26. 27, 28. Matth. vii. 16, 17. t Matth. vil. 3; 
| | b Matth. xil. 35. Matth. v. 8, 

1 
1 | $ 2. 1 Cor. vi, 9. b x Cor. xv. 34. e James iv. 8 a Job . Ig 
k | | e Ila. 1. 16, 7. | f Ezek. xvili. 3r. « Iſa. Iv. 7. „ Col. Ut $ 
#1 | ! Matth. xviit. 8, * Matth. v. 29. 1 Gal, vi. 7, 8. 
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that no unclean perfon hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and of 


God “*. 


Ser. 3. God's antient promiſes to pour out a ſpirit of purity and holineſs 
on jus people in the latter days, 


BraorD the days come ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with 
the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah *. After thoſe days, ſaith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts and 
will be their God, and they ſhall be my peoples. And I will cleanſe them from 
their iniquitics, whereby they have fined againſt me? Ten will I ſprinkle 
dan water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your filthineſs, and from 
1} your idols will I cleanſe you. A new heart alſo will I give you, and a new 
wiric will T put within you; and I will take away the ſtony heart out of your 
4c, and I will give you an heart of fleſh, Ar IT will put my Spirit within 
vou, and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and y, ill keep my judgments and 
io them d. And an high way ſhall be there, and | ali be called the way of ho- 
ines; the unclean fhall not paſs over it, but it ſhalt be tor thoſe ; the wayfaring 
men, though fools ſhall not err therein“. 


SECT. 4. The people of God are under peculiar obligations to deny world- 
ly luſts, and tu practiſe holineſs. 


Buss Ep are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord. 
The grace of God that bringerh ſi] vation, hath appeared to all men; teaching us, 
thit denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we thould live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly in this preſent world b. 

l beſeech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye preſent 
your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reaſon- 
able ſervice. And be not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind; that ye may prove what is that good and accept- 
able and perfect will of God e. The night is far ſpent, the day is at hand; let us 
therefore caſt off the works of darkneſs, and let us put on the armour of light e. 
Pat off concerning the former converfarion, the old man, which is corrupt ac- 
cording to the deceitful luſts ; and be renewed in the ſpirit of your mind; and 

T tt put 


* Epb. v. 5. 


$3. Jer. xxxi. 3t. b Jer, xxxi. 33. e Ter. xxxiii. 8. 1 Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27 
e Iſa. xxxv. 8. | | 
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put on the new man, which after God is created in righteouſneſs, and true hg. 
lines. Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? If any man dehile the temple of God, him ſhall God deltroy , 
tor the tempſe of God is holy, which temple ye are f. Purge out therefore t. 
leaven, chat ye may be a new lJump®. For the fruit of the Spirit is in all 
neſs, ond rigutcouſneſs and truth *, What fellowſhip hath righteouſugt, With, 
uniightevaſnels ? and what communion hath light with darknefs ? and wha ws 
cord hath Chriſt with Belial? or what part hath he that belicveth with an ing. 
del? and what agreement bath the temple of God with idols? for ye arc the 
temple of the living God; as God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and wal; n 
them; and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. Wherefore come 
ye out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing, and T will receive youi, Having therciore theſe promiles, den 
ly beloved, let us cleanſe ourlelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, Dore 
fecting holineſs in the fear of God“. And let every one that nameth the 
name of Chritt depart from iniquity. If a man therefore purge himſelf from theſ- 
he ſhall be a veſſel unto honour, lanctiftied and meet for the maſter's uſe, and pre: 
pared unto every good work!. 


IE ld 


tl) } 
> OO. 


SEC T. 5. A continuation of the former. 


THERE is now no condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, who wall 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit * For they that are after the fleſh, do 
mind the things of the fleſh; but they that are after the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be ſpiritually minded, is lite 
and peace v. When luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth ſin; and fin when it 
is finiſhed, bringeth forth death*. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not t“ 


the fleſh, to live after the fleſh ;. for it ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die; but 


if ye through the Spirit, do mortity the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live d. This 
I ſay then, walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the luſt of the fleſh. For 
the fleth luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh, and 
theſe are contrary the one to. the other; ſo that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would*. Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which ate 
theſe, adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, wic 
craft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, ens). 


ings, 
» Eph. iv. 22, 23, 24. fx Cor. iii. 16, 17. 1 1 Cor. v. 7. b Eph. v. 9. 
2 Cor. vi. 14, 17. * 2 Cor. vil. 1. | 1 2 Tim ii. 19, 21. 
$ 5. Rom. viii. 1. » Rom, viii. 5, 6. * James i, 15, 4 Rom, viit.12, t 


Gal. V. 16, 17. 
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ings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch like; of the which I tell 
you, that they who do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, pood- 
nels, faith, meekneſs, temperance ; againſt ſuch there is no law f, Therefore, if 
any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old things are paſt away, behold 
ali things are become new. Dearly beloved, I beſeech you as {trangers and 
pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly laſts which war againſt the foul*,” Whercſorc 
gird up the loins of your mind, be ſober, and hope to the end, for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt ; as obedicnt 
children, not faſhioning yourſelves according to the former luſts in your igno— 
r:nce ; but as he who hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of con: 
vetlation; becauſe it is written, Be ye holy, for I am holy *. Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect *. For ye are a cho- 
ſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that yc 
(ould ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath called you out of darkneſs inte 
is marvellous light“. 


SFr. 6. Without ſuch purity, no privileges, 10 profeſſion can be of am 
avail, 


BELOVED, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. Ile that 
doth good is of God; but he that doth evil, hath not ſcen God. Behold 
thou art called a Jew, and reſteſt in the law, and makett thy boaſt of God, and 
knowett his will, and approveſt the things that are more excellent >, Thou 
therefore that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ©? Thou that makeſt 
ty boaſt of the law, through breaking of the Jaw diſhonoureſt thou God“! 
Vor circumciſion verily profiteth, if thou Keep the law; but it thou be a break- 
cr of the law, thy circumciſion is made uncircumciſion. Theretorc if the un- 
circumcilion keep the righteouſneſs of the Jaw, ſhall not his uncircumciſion be 
counted for circumciſion © ? For they are not all Iſrael, which are of Ifracl; nci— 
ther becauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham, are they all childrenf, Je is not a 
Tew, who is one outwardly; neither is that circumciſion which is outward in 
the fleſn; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly z and circumciſion is that of the 
heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter; whoſe praiſe is not of man, but of 
Gods, For in Chriſt Jeſus, neither cireumciſion availeth any thing, nor un- 


a circumciſion, 
Gal. v. 19,23. | s 2 Cor. v. 17. b x Pet, 1. 11. d 1 Pet. i. 13,.— 16. 
* Matth. v. 48. 1 Pet. ii. . 
$3. 6 3 John 11. b Rom. ii. 17, 18. © Rom. ii. 21. Rom. ii. 23. 
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circumciſion, but a new creature ®, For the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink; but righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt *, Without 
holineſs no man {hall ſee the Lord“. Who ſhall aſcend into the hill of the Lord? 
ol who ſhall ſtand in his holy place? He that hath clean bands and a * 
heart ', The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy ſight; thou hateſt all worker a 
iniquity *. 

They that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. But ye are not in the 4&4 
but in the Spirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any ik 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his". And they that arc Chritt' 
have crucified the ficſh with the aflections and luſts'. Pure religion and unde 
filed before God and the Father is this, to viſit the fatherleſs and widow: 
their ailliction, and to Keep himſelf unſpotted from the world ®?, | 


0f 


in 


SECT. 7. To render us pure and holy was one great purpoſe for which ths 
Son of God was manifeſted. 


Tus grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appearcd unto all men; tezch- 
ing us, that denying ungodlineſs, and worldy luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, and 
righteoufly, and godly in this preſent world; looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who pave 
himſelf tor us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purity unto him: 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works *. For Chriſt alſo loved the church, 
and gave himſelf for it; that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it, with the waſhing 
of water by the word, that he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious church, not 
having ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; but that it ſhould be holy, and with- 
out blemiſh >, And you that were ſame time alienated, and enemies in your 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the body of his fleſh, 
through death, to preſent you holy and unblameable, and unreprovable in his 
ſight ©. For this purpole the Son of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy 
the works of the devils, Unto you God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, {ent 
him to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities © ; from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God f ; becauſe God hath 
from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanCtitication of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth 8, and through the ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chritt“ 
For by one offering he hath perſected for ever them that are ſanctified i, For 


43 
> Gal. vi. 15. 3 Rom. xiv. 17. k Heb. xii. 14. 1 Pal, xxiv. 3, 4. 
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as by one man's diſobedience, many were made ſinners; fo by the obedience of 
one, many {hall be made righteous “; that as ſin hath reigned unto death, even 
ſo might grace reign through rightcoutnets unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; who hall allo confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blamcleſs in the 
% of our Lord Jeſus CHIMES, 


Scr. 8. By the grace of Cod in Chriſt Feſus we are ſandified ; and hi: 
redeeming love affords the moſt powerful motive to purity and holineſs. 


Do we'then make void the law through faith? God forbid ; yea, we eſta— 
Miſh the law. Know ye not, that fo many of us as were buptizcd into Jeſus 
Chriſt, were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptiſm into death; that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by tlic plory 
of the Father, even fo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life d. Knowing this, 
that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of fin might be deſtroyed, 
that hence forth we ſhould not ſerve ſin ©. For we ourſelves allo were ſometime 
ſooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures ; but after that 
the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteouſneſs which we have done, bur according to his mercy he ſaved us, by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt 4, For it the 
blood of bulls and of goats, and the aſhes of an hiefer ſprinkling the unclean, 
lanctineth to the purifying of the fleſh ; How much more ſhall the blood of 
Chriſt, who, through the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf without ſpot to God, 
purge your conſcience from dead works to ſerve the living God © ? Ye are waſh- 
cd, ye are ſanctiſied, ye are juſtified, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, aud by 
the Spirit of our God f. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, 
who hath choſen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we ſhould 
be oly, and without blame before him in loves; in whom alſo ye are circum— 
cited, with the circumciſion made without hands, in putting off the budy of the 
ſins of the fleſh, by the circumciſion of Chriſt *. For we arc his workmanſhip, 
created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath before-ordained that 
we ſhould walk in them 1. For as much then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the 
feſh, arm yourſelves likewiſe with the ſame mind : For he that hath ſuffered in 
the fleſh, hath ceaſed from fin ; that he no longer ſhould live the reſt of his time 
in the fleſh, to the luſts of men, but to the will of God. For the time paſt of 


Our 
* Rom. v. 19. | 1 Rom. v. 21. m I Cor. i. 8. 
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our life may ſuffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walk. 
ed in laſciviouſnels, luſts, exceſs of wine, banquetings, and abominable jdolatric. 
But now you alſo put off all theſe ; ſceing you have put off the old man with 
us deeds * 5 and have purified your fouls 1 in obeying the truth through the Spi. 
tit *; and have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, after! 
imace of him that created him ®. Now, if we be dead with Chriſt, we heli, 
that we fall alſo live with him“. Likewiſe, reckon ye alſo yourſelves to be 
dend indeed unto ſin; but alive unto God thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Let not {4 
therefore reign in you rmortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof. 
Neither yield ye your members as inſtruments of unrighteouſnels unto fin ; by 
vicld yourſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive trom the dead; and yy 
members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God ®, Know ye not, that tg 
whom ye yield yourſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye o. 
bay; whether of fin unto death, or of obedience unto righteouſneſs ? But God 
be thanked, that ye, who were the ſervants of fin, have obeyed ſrom the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from lin, 
ve became the ſervants of righteouſneſs ; ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and 
the end everlaſting life *, For ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now arc ye 
lt in the Lord; walk as children of the light, proving what is acceptable 
unto the Lordi. For we all with open face, beholding, as in a glaſs, the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord *, For the love of Chriſt conſt raineth us, becauſe we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead ; and that he died for all 
that they who live, ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him 
who died for them, and roſe again u. And ye are not your own; for ye arc 
bonght with a price: Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your ſpirit, 
which arc God's * 


| 
N 
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SECT. 9. In the example of our Lord Feſus, we have the moſ? perfed pat- 
tern of purity and holineſs, 


WHEREFORE let us lay aſide every weight, and the fin which doth fo cas 
beſer us; and let us run with patience the race that is ſer before us, looking un 
to ſeſus, the Author and Finiſher of our faith, who, for the joy that was {ct 
before him, endured the crols, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſer down at the right 
and ot the throne of God. For Chrilt alſo ſuflered for us, leaving us an & 


„ Col. iii. 10. 
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ample, that ye ſhould follow his ſteps; who did no fin, neither was guile found 
in His mouth; who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuflered, 
le threatned not; but committed himſelf to him that judgeth rightcoufly >, It 
we ſay that we have fellowſhip with him, and walk in darkneſs, we lic, and do 
not the truth ©. He that ſaith, 1 know him, and kecpeth not kis commandments, 
« 4 liar, and the truth is not in him d. He that ſaith he abideth in him, on4h: 
* . . 7 4 I * 4 7 * 0 % * ad 7 Up 5 0 re 
I1{clt allo 19 to walk even as he walked *© ; who was holy, harmleſs, undeliled, 
an ſeparated from finners t. 


62cT. 10. The neceſſity of zeal, diligence, progreſs, and perſeverance ir 
the ways of purity and holineſs. 


BRETHREN, I count not myſelf to have apprehended ; but this one thing ! 
do, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth unto tho 
things which are before, I preſs toward the mark for the prize of the high cal- 
ing of God in Chriſt Jeſus, Let us therefore, as many as be pertect, be thus 
minded. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the 
hole armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the de— 
vil; For we wreltle not againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt principuitic:, 
aguinſt powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againtt ſpirituat 
wickednels in high places d. Watch ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you lie 
men, be ſtrong ©. Abltain from all appearance of evil 4. Be perfe&t ©. Kee 
thyſelf pure *. Follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, paticnce, meck- 
nels, Fight the good fight of faith: lay hold on eternal life. Giving all di— 
rence, add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, Knowledge; and to knowledge 
emperance; and to temperance, patience ; and to patience, godlinels ; and to 
-odlineſs, brotherly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindnels, charity *, Wnatſocver 
tungs are true, whatioever things are honeſt, whatſoever things are jult, what— 


ſocver things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are or 


good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praiſc, think on thete 
things *. And let us not be weary in well-duing ; for in due ſcaſon we {hall 
reap, if we taint not k. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, im— 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord ; for as much as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord“. | 
Beloved, the day of the Lord will come as a thiet in the night, in the which 
the heavens ſhall pals away with a great noiſc, and the elements ſhall melt with 


fervent 
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fervent heat; the earth alſo, and the works that are therein, ſhall be bury; .,, 
. . ' . | 

Sceing chen that all theſe things thail be diffolved, What manner of Perſon 
ought ye to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs ®? Wherefore, beloxeq 
* 0 TT ? 

ſeeing that ye look tor {ach things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace, without ſpot, an blamelcſs". Ye therefore, beloved, ſeeing ye knon 
theſe things before, beware leſt ye alſo, being led away with the error of the 
wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſs“. For if, after they have eſcape the 
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jetn; 
Chriſt, they are again intangled therein, and overcome; the latter end is worse 
with them, than the beginning. For it had been better for them, not to hae 
known the way of righteouſneſs, than, after they have known it, to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered unto them. ZZherefore, look to yourſ]\, 
that we loſe not thoſe things which we have wrought, but that we receive » 


full reward %. Hold that faſt which thou haſt, that no man take thy crown“. 


4 


SrCT. 11. The jov of the ahoſtles on account of thoſe that had attained t, 
purity of heart and life ; and their prayers that they might attain lc 
greater degrees of it. 


I Thank my God always on your bchalf, for the grace of God which is gi 
ven you by Jeſus Chriſt * , ſo that ye come behind in no gift, waiting for the 
coming of our Lord J:ſus Chriſt, who ſhall alfo confirm you to the end, that ye 
may be blamelcſs in the day of our Lord Jefus Chriſt DL. And this I pray, thi: 
ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be ſincere, and withun: 
offence till the day of Chriſt; being hIled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which 
are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God *. That ye may be blonc- 
leſs and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, in the mids of a croched 
and perverſe nation, among whom ye ſhine as lights in the world d. That ye 
might be tilled with the Knowledge of his will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 
ending; that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being truit- 
fi! in every good work, and increafog in. the knowledge of God; ſtrengthucd 
Witt: all might according to his givrious power“; to the end he may ſtabhtt 
yu'r hearts unblamcable in holineſs before God, even our Father, at the coming 
oO, Lord Jetus Chriſt with all his ſaints f. Now the God ot peace, that 
bi d again irom the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd ©! the ſh«, 
thivi. v1 the blood of the everlaiting covenant, make you perfect in evcry go 
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work to do his will, working in you that which is well-picafinp in his Grolir 
through Jeius Chritts : And the very God of peace ſanctity you wholly ; 2 
| pray God, your whole ſpirit, and toul, and body, be preſerved blamclet, unto 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt “. The God of all grace, who hath called 
+ onto his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, after that ye have ſuffered a while. 
mike you pertect, ſtabliſn, ſtrengthen, ſettle you. Now unto him that is a 


g . | ; 8 5 _ | | 5 
ble to Keep yon from falling, and to preſcat you faultleſs hetore the preſen © of 


bi glory with excceding joy, to the only wife God our Saviour, be glory and 
majeſty, dominion and power, both now and for cver *, 


SECT. 12. Oi her frayers to the ſame purponje, 


RB; n0LD, thou defireſt truth in the inward parts; and in the hidden Part thou 
ut make me to know wiſdom *. Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and re— 
new 4 right ſpirit within me Þ, Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my foot- 
tens lip not ©, Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead mc 
in thy truth, and reach me; for thou art the God of my ſalvation ; on thee do 


| wait all the day 4. Cauſe me to know the way wherein I ſhould walk ; for 1 


itt up my ſoul unto thee e. Teach me to do thy win; for thou art my God, 
"Thy Spirit is good, lead me unto the land of uprighineſs. Quicken me, O Lord, 
for thy name's ſake f. 

Wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? by taking heed thereto ac- 
cording to thy words. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
fn 1gainft thee. Bleſſed art thou, O Lord; teach me thy ſtatutes ©. I have 
choſen the way of truth; thy judgments have I laid before me. I have ſtuck 
uno thy teſtimonies. | will run the way of thy commandments, when thon 
\1t enlarge my heart *. Uphold me according to thy word, that I may live; 
and let me not be aſhamed of my hope *. Order my ſteps in thy word; and let 
not any iniquity have dominion over me. Let thine hand help me; for I have 
choſen thy precepts *. 

Holy Father, keep through thine own name thoſe whom thou haſt given me, 
that they may be one as we are. | pray not that thou ſhouldſt take them out 
of the world, but that thou ſhouldſt keep them from the evil. Sanctify them 
through thy truth: Thy word is truth *. 


Uuu F 
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EG. AF IV. 


Of SOBRIETY and TEMPERANCE ih ofpoſition 1 
GLUTTONY and DRUNKENNESSs, 


| _ . . 

f SECT. 1. We are allowed to partake of the comforts of life with chearfſnlne/ 
1 2. But excel, 1 the uſe of theſe benefits is criminal and dangerous. For. 

1 i ; ; ) 97 

| | Various wog are denounced againſt intemperance. 4. Sobriety and witch. 

1 . 2 5 F . pe . * : . : 

þ if fulucis enjoined by our Loid, 5, Awtul warnings againſt gluttony n 
| [| druukennets, 5. Earnetit exhortations to fobricty, temperance, and mode— 


{ | | ration. 7. Theſe virtues particularly required of different claſſes of perlons, 
| 8, The prayers of the ſervants ot God relating to this ſubject, 


| 
N S ECT. 1. Ve are allowed to partake of the comforts of life with chear. 
1 ; fulneſs, 
| 
| 


i1 | I YER creature of God is good, and nothing to be refuſed, if it be reccivcd 

1 — with thankſgiving ; for it is ſanctified by the word of God and prayer“ 
| But this 1 ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort 3 it remaineth, that they that rejoice, 
| | be as though they rejoiced not; and they that'buy as though they poſſeſſcd not; 
1 and they that uſe this world as not abuſing it; for the faſhion of this world pa!- 
ſeth away d. 

Thou ſhalt rejoice in every good thing which the Lord thy God hath given 
unto thee, and unto thine houſe; thou, and the Levite and the ſtranger that is 
among you ©. Behold, that which I have ſeen ; it is good and comely for one 
to cat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh undet 
the fun, all the days of his lite, which God giveth him; for it is his portion“. 
Every man alſo to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him 
power to cat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice. in his labour ; th!s 
is the gift of God 4. There is an evil which I have ſeen under the ſun, and !! 
is common among men; a man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and 


honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing for his ſoul of all that he deſireth, yet God 
giveth 


$ 1, * 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. b 1 Cor, vii. 29, 30, 31. Deut. xxvi. 11. a Eccleſ. v. 18) U 
* Sce Eeccleſ. 11, 24. 
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3 
giveth him not power to cat thereof, but a ſtranger eateth it; this is y anity and 
an evil diſeaſe *. Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with 
merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. Live | joytully with thy wife 
v. whom thou loveſt; for that is thy portion in this life fr, Go your way, eat the 
t, and drink the foot, and ſend portions unto them tor whom nothine is pre: 
cd ; for the joy of the Lord is your ſtrength ®, | 


Ster. But exceſs in the uſe of theſe benefits Is Criminal aud danrerou 2 


I THE preacher was King over Iſrael in Jcruſulem*. I ſaid in mine heart, Go 
o now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleaſure. I {aid of laugh— 

cr, It is mad; and of mirth, What doth it? I ſought in mine heart to give my- 
elf unto wine, (yet acquainting mine heart with wiſdom) and to lay hold on 
folly ; till I might ſee what was that good for the ſons of men, which they 
{ould do under the heavens. I made me great works; I builded me houtes, I 
planted me vincyards*. And whatſoever mine eyes deſired, I kept not from 
wem; 1 with-held not mine heart from any joy. Then J looked on all the 
works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had labourcd to do ; 
and behold all was vanity and vexation of ſpirit d. It is not for kings, O Le- 
muel, it is not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes ſtrong drink; leit they 
drin and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the ailiicted Give 
tro de ink unto him that is ready to periſh, and wine to thoſe that be of hea- 
ty hearts®. Wo to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat 
n the morning. Bleſſed art thou, O land, when thy king is the ſon of nobles, 
thy princes eit in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength und not tor drunkennel>f, Wine 
ocker, ſtrong drink is raging; and whoſoever is deceived thereby is not 
wife s. He that loveth pleaſure {hall be 4 poor man; he that loveth wine and 
of! {hall not be rich d. A feait is made for langhter, and wine maketh merry“; 
even in laughter the heart is forrowful ; and the end of that mirth 15 hcavineſs * 

Who hath wo? Who hath forrow ? Who hath contentions! Who hath bab- 
bling? Who hath wounds without cauſe? Who hath redneſs of eyes ! They 
that tarry long at the wine, they that go to ſeck mixt wine, Look not thou 
won the wine when it is red, when it giveth its colour in the cup, when it mo- 
veth itſelf aright. At the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an ad- 
cr. Thine eye ſhall behold ſtrange women, and thine heart ſhall utter perverſe 
things |. 


Uu u 2 When 


Eccleſ. vi. 1. 2. f Eccleſ. ix. 7, 9. 6 Neh. viii. 10. 
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When thou fitteth to eat with a ruler, conſider diligently what is before the, 
And put a knife in thy throat it thou be a man given to appetite. Be not * 
ſirous of his dainties; for they are deceitful meat v. Eat thou not the bree 
him that hath an evil eye, neither deſire thou his dainty meats. Yor as he think. 

tn in his heart, fo is he; Eat, and drink, ſaith he to thee, but his kart ; = 
with thee, The mortci which thou haſt eaten ſhalt thou vomit up, and is 
thy ſweet words®, Be not amongtt wine-bibbers ; amongit riotous caters of fle 
For the drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to poverty; drowlinels #14] "Ie 
a man with rags'. Whoſo kecpeth the law is a wite fon ; but he that is 4 dio 
panion of riotous men, ameth his father“. 


SECT. 4. Furious woes are denounced againſt intemperance. 


Ir a man have a ſtubborn and rebellious ſon, that when they have chaftne 
him, will not hearken unto them; then ſhall his father and mother lay hold on 
him, and bring him out unto the elders of his city; and they ſhall ſay unto the 
elders, This our fon is ſtubborn and rebellious ; he is a glutton and a drunkurg, 
And all the men of his city ſhall ſtone him with {tones that he die; fo ſhalt thou 
put evil away from among you; and all Iſrael ſhall hear and fear“. Wo untg 
them that rile up carly in the morning, that they may tollow ſtrong drink, that 
continue until night till wine inflame them. And the harp, and the viol, tlic 
tabret and pipe, and wine are in their feaſts; but they regard not the work 0f 
the Lord, neither conſider the operation of his hands >, Wo unto them that arc 
mighty to drink wine, and men of itrengtch to minyle ſtrong drink ©, Wo unto 
him that giveth his neighbour drink; that putteſt thy bottle to him, and makelt 
him drunken alſo. Thou arc filled with ſhame tor glory 4. Wo to them that 
are at caſe in Zion; that lic upon beds of ivory, and ſtretch themſelves upon 
their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the mill 
of the ſtall; that chant to the ſound of the viol, and invent to themſelves in- 
itruments of muſic like David; that drink wine in bowls, and anoint theilclves 
with the chief ointment z but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joſeph“ 
And they have call lots for my people, and have given a boy for a harlot, and 
fold a girl for wine that they might drink f, Wo to the crown of pride, to tie 
drunkards of Ephraim, whoſe glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on 
the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine, The crovi 
of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim ſhall be trodden under feet s. They nde 
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erred through wine, and through ſtrong drink are ont of the wy ; the prieſt 
1nd the prophet have erred through {trong deink, they are {allowed up of wine; 
cy arc out of the way through ſtrong drink; they err in viſion, they tumble 
in do ment v. Come ye, lay they, I will fetch wine, and wc will (iii ourtelves 
with krong drink, and to-morrow fhall be as this day, and mach more abun- 
dnt!; I ſhall have peace, though I wilk in the imagination of mine own heart, 
te add drunkenneſs to thirſt *, In that day did the Lord God of hots caii to 
weeping, and ro mourning, and to baldneſs, and to girding with ſackloth; and 
vchold joy and gladneſs, flaying oxen, and killing ſheep, euting fleth, ane drink- 
ing wine; let us cat and drink, for to-morrow we ithall dic. And it was re— 
vealed in mine ears by the Lord of hoſts, Surely this iniquity al! not be pur- 
den from you till ye die, faith the Lord God of hoits'. For while they be [ol- 
gen together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they 1h il be 
devoured as ſtubble fully dry“. And I will puniſh them tor their ways, and te- 
ward them for their doings; for they thall cat and not have enough. Whore- 
dom and wine, and new wine take away the hearts. Ye cat, but ye have 
not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drinks. Awake, ye drunk— 
ard, and weep ; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, becaule of che new winc, 
or it is cut off from your mouth ?, And J will turn your feaſts into mourning, 
and all your ſongs into lamentation ; and Iwill bring up ſackcloth upon all lo 

:nd baldnels upon every head“. 


SECT. 5. Sobriety and watchfulneſs are enjoined by our Lord. 


LiBOUR not for the meat which periſheth, but for that meat which cndurctl! 
into everlaſting life, which the Son of man ſhall give unto you“. And ſeck not 
what ye ſhall cat, or what ye mall drink, neitner be ye of doubttul mind. Let 
your loins be pirded about, and your lights burning; and ye yourſelves like un— 
0 men that wait for their Lord, when he will return trom the wedding, that 
wen he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto nim immediately“. 
Hoſſed are thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord when he cometh {hall find watching 9. 
but if that ſervant fay in his heart, my Lord delayeth his coming; and ſhall be- 
gu to beat the men ſervants, and the maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be 
drunken ; the Lord of that ſervant will come in a day when he looketh not tor 


in, and at an hour when he is not ware, and will cut him in ſunder, and will 
. appoint 


> Ifa. xxviii, 5, 8. | Iſa, Ivi. 12. * Deut. xxix. 19. .. mail. 13, 18, 14. 
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appoint him his portion with the unbelievers * Take heed to yourſelves, Jeg 
@ any time your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting, and drunkennef:, nd 
cares of this life, and ſo that diy come upon you unawaresf, Wo untg 00 
that re richt; for ye have received your conſolation. Wo unto you that , 

an; tor ye ſhall hunger. Wo unto you that laugh now; tor ye ſhall 1 mon 
and weeps, Watch ye therefore ; for ye know not 1 the maſter of 1 

one cometh ; left coming ſuddenly he find you {leeping. And what ] 1 Un. 


to you, I {iy unto all, Watch!“ 


SECT. 6, Awful warnings againſt gluttony and drunkenneſs, 


KwNow ye not that the unriphteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gy, 
Be yot deceived z neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor effeminate, nor Eo: 
„s, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God“. The works of the fleſh are manifett + 
eavyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch like; of the which I te! 
you before, as T have told you in time paſt, that they which do ſuch things, {hal 
not inherit the Kingdom of God*®. For many walk, of whom | have told yo 
often, und now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the craſ; © 
Chriſt; whoſe end is deſtruction, whoſe God is their belly; and whoſe glory i; 
their ſhame 4; for they that are fen. ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but thei; 
own bellies e. Mears for the belly, and the belly for meats ; but God ſhall de. 
itroy both it and themf, Theſe as natural brute beaſts, made to be taken ind 
detroyed, ſhall receive the reward of unrighteouſneſs, as they that count it ple 
ſure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemiſhes, ſporting themlel\c: 
with their own deceivings, while they fcaſt with you:. What they know nz. 
turally as brute beaſts, in thoſe things they corrupt themſelves*. Theſe arc 
ſports in our feaſts of charity, when they feaſt with you, feeding themſelves with. 
out feari, Now [I have written to you, not to keep company, it any man that 
is called a brother be a drunkard or an extortioner, with ſuch an one, no, n0: 
to catk, Looking diligently leſt there be any profane perſon, as Efau, who 

for one n orſe] of meat fold his birth right!. 

From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, 
even of your luſts that war in your members? Ye luſt, and have not; ye ki 
and defire to have, and cannot obtain, Ye alk, and receive not, becaule ye ak 
amits, that ye may conſume it upon your luſts a. Ye have lived in pleaſure on 


the 
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the carth, and been wanton ; ye have nouriſhed your hearts as in a day of ſlaugh- 
ter; but the coming of the Lord draweth nigh “. | 


Ster. . Earneſt exhortations to ſobriety, temperance, and moderation. 


Yr. brethren are not in darkneſs, Ye arc all the children of light, and the 
children of the day. Theretore let us not llecp as do others; but let us watch 
ind be ſober, For they that ſleep, fleep in the night; and they that be drunken, 
arc drunken in the night. But let us who arc o: che d iy be ſober . For the 
time palt of our life may ſuffice us, to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 
when we walked in laſcivioulnels, luſts, exccts of wine, revellings, bunquetings, 
04 abominable idolatries; wherein they think it ſtrange, thai you run not with 
them to che ſame exceſs of riot, ſpeacing evil of you bv, The night is far ſpent. 
the day is at hand; let us theretore calt off the works of darkneſs, and let us 
put on the armour of light, let us walk honeſtly as in the day; not in riotiny 
uch drunkenneſs, not in chambering and wanconnels, not in ſtrite aud envy inc, 
But put ye on the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, and make not provition for the len, to 
fall the luſts thereot ©, and be not drunk with wine, wherein is excels ; but 
be ye filled with the Spirit J. For the grace ot God that bringeth ſulvation, 
huh appeared to all men; teaching us, that denying ungodlinets, and worldly 
Jutts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly in this preſent world*. An 
every man that {triveth for the mattery, is temperate in all thingsf”0 Where- 
ſore gird up the loins of your mind; be ſober, and hope to the end®, Add 
o knowledge temperance ®. Be ſober, be vigilant 3 becauſe your advertiry 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about ſccking whom he may devour ?, 
Le: your moderation be known unto all men; the Lord is at hand k. The end 
of all things is at hand, be ye therefore ſober and watch unto prayer“. V he- 
ther therefore ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all co the glory of Gol ®, 


Src T. 8. Theſe virtues particularly required of different claſſes or perſons, 


iz a man deſire the office of a biſhop, he deſireth a good work. A bilhop then 
mat be blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, given to hoſpitality, not given to wine, no 
{triker, not a brawler, not covetous , not accuſed of riot, or unruly; but ſo— 
ber, jult, holy, temperate ?. Likewiſe mult the deacons be grave, not given to 


much 
James v. 5, 8. 
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much wine; holding the myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience ©, Eren ſy 
muſt their wives be grave, ſober, faithful in all things 4. Speak thou the thing, 
which become ſound doctrine z that the aged men be ſober, grave, teme. 
rate ; the aged women likewiſe, that they be in behaviour as becometh Loli 
nes, not given to much wine, teachers ot good things ; that they may teach 
the young women to be ſober, to be diſcreet, good, that the word of Go | 
not blaſphemed. Young men alſo exhort to be ſober minded“. In like manner 4, 
that women adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs, and {lice 
ty; not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coſtly array; but which he. 


cometh women profeſſing godlineſs, with good works f. 


SE CT. 9. Prayers of the ſervants of God relative to this ſubjed, 


Two things have I required of thee z deny me them not before I die. Re- 
move from me vanity, and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me 
with food convenient for me“. Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to prac- 
tiſe wicked works with men that work iniquity ; and let me not eat of their 
daintics*. And the very God of peace ſanctify you wholly ; and I pray God, 
your whole ſpirit, and foul, and body be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming 
of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt®. | 


CHAP, 


e 1 Tim. iii. 8, 9. 4 I Tim. iii. Ir. e Tit. ii. I,—6, f x Tim ii. 9, 1G 


$ 9, ® Prov, Xxx. 7, 8. b Pſal. cxli. 4. © Theil. v. 23. 
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Of CHASTITY, in oppoſition to LE WN DN ESS. 


SECT. 1. Chaſtity expreſsly required both under the law and the goſpel, 
2. The fatal conſequences of lewdneſs in a preſent and future life. 3. Con— 
ſiderations why chriſtians particularly ought to abſtain from it. 


SECT. 1. Chaſtity expreſsly required both under the law and the goſpel. 


E ſhall keep my ſtatutes, and ſhall not commit any one of theſe abomina- 
* ble cuſtoms which were committed before you, that you defile not your- 
ſelves therein; 1 am the Lord your God: For whoſoever ſhall commit any of 
theſc abominations, ſhall be cut off from among their people * Thou ſhalt not 
commit adultery bs. The man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, 
the adulterer and adultereſs ſhall ſurely be put to death ©. If a man's wife go a- 
fide, and commit a treſpaſs againſt him, the woman ſhall be a curſe among her 
people“. There ſhall be no whore of the daughters of Ifracl*. None of you 
mall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their nakednels *, 
Il! mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or it I have Jaid wait at my 
neighbour's door, this is an hainous crime, yea it is an iniquity to be puniſhed 
by the judges s. Keep thy/elf from the cvil woman, from the flattery of the 
ſtrange woman; lutt not after her beauty in thine heart, neither let her take 
thee with her eye-lids*. Sanctify yourſelves therefore, and be ye holy. 

God hath not called us unto uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs : For this is the 
will of God, even your ſanctification, that you ſhould abſtain from fornication: 
That every one of you ſhould know how to poſſeſs his veſſel in ſanctification and 
honour *, Mortify therefore your members which are upon earth, tornication, 
uncleanneſs, inordinate affection, evil concupiſcence '. I beſeech you as ſtran- 
gers and pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly luſts which war againſt the ſoul ", Flee 
lornication ; every {in that a man doth is without the body; but he that com- 


1 mitteth 
51. » Levit. xviti. 26, 30, 29. b Exod. xx. 14. e Levit. xx. 10. Numb. v. 12, 27. 
Deut. xxiii. 17. „ Levit. xviti. 6. e Job xxxi. gy 1. Po. vi. 24, 25: 
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> — 
— — — —— 


— — — — 
- - - 
os m K „„ 2 — — 


73 | Of the PRECEPTS of Gop. Pakr vi. 
mitteth fornication, ſinneth againſt his own body a. Whoſocver looketh on . 
woman to luſt aſter her, hath committed adultery with her already in his heats 
Marriage is 101001ablc in all; but whoremongers and adulterers God will judy 15 
I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the heute. 
give none occation to the adverſary to ſpeak reproachfully *. That the aged wo. 
men likewiſe be in behaviour as becometh holineſs; that they may a 
young women to be ſuber, to love their huſbands, to be diſcreet, chulic 
ers at home, that the word of God be not blaſpkemed ©, Tureat the clder wo 
men 45 motl.crs, the younger women as filters, with all purity cg Put 161116 
tion, and all uncleanncis, let it not be once named amovglt you, as bench 


1. e 


3 b 


ſaints; neither filthincſs, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which are not cou c- 
ment *. Put all filthy communication out of your mouth ®, For it is a ſhun; 
cven to ſpeak of thoſe things, which are done of them in ſecret *, 


SECT, 2. The fatal conſequences of lewdneſs in a preſent and future liſc, 


REMoVvE thy ways far from the ſtrange woman, and come not nigh the door 
of her houſe : Leſt thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the 
cruel : Leſt ſtrangers be filled with thy wealth, and thy labours be in the hou 
of a ſtranger, and thou mourn at laſt when thy fleſh and thy body are conſuncd, 
and fay, How have I hatcd inſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed reproof * ? Cin 
a man take fire in his boſom, and his clothes not be burnt bd? For it is a e 
that conſumeth to deſtruction, and would root out all mine increaſe . The 
mouth of ſtrange women is a deep pit; he that is abhorred of the Lord thal! ful 
therein 4. Tor by means of a whoriſh woman, a man is brought to a picce 0 
bread e. He goeth after her as an ox to the ſlaughter, or as a fool to the corrcc- 
tion of the ſtocks, as a bird haſteth to the ſnare, and knoweth not that it 1s lor 
his life. Let not thine heart decline to her ways; go not aſtray in her paths, 
[ler houſe is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death f, 

Let no man deceive you with vain words; for becauſe of theſe things cometh 
the wrath of God upon the children of diſobedience ; For this ye know, that 
no whoremonger nor unclein perſon hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Chriſt and oi God ®, The Lord knoweth how to 1eferve the unjuſt unto the 
day of judgment to be puniſhed, but chiefly them that walk after the fle ſli in the 


luit of uncleanneſs*, Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot ccaſe rom 
lin 


» 4 Cor. vi. 18. © Matth. v. 28. ? Heb. xiii. 4. 11 Tim. v. 14 
r Tit. ii. 3, 4, 5. ſ\ 1 Tim. v. 2. * Eph. v. 3, 4. v Col. iti. 8. 
* Eph. v. 12. 

$ 2, Prov. v. 8,---12, b Prov. vi. 27. © Job xxxi, 12, Prov. xxii. 14. 
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gn; curſed children, they ſhall receive the reward of unrighteouſneſs, and ntter- 
ly periſh in their own corruption '. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the ci- 
ies about them, in like manner giving themſelves over to fornication, and go- 
ing after ſtrange fleſh, are let forth for an example, ſuffering the vengeance 6! 
eternal fire 5 


er. 3. Conſiderations why chriſtians particularly ought to ahſtain from it. 


Walk not as other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind; having the 
anderſtanding darkned, who being paſt feeling, have given themſelves over 
into laſciviouſneſs, to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs *. Be not ye parta- 
ers with them: For ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light in the 
Lord; walk as children of the light >. Put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
mike not proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof ©. It a man therefore 
purge himſelf from theſe things, he ſhall be a veſſel unto honour, ſanctified and 
meet for the matter's ule, and prepared unto every good work ©, Know ye not 
chat your bodies are the members of Chriſt ? Shall I then take the members ot 
Chriſt, and make them the members of an harlot ? God forbid ?. Know ye not, 
that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you“, 
Know ye not, that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you, 
which ye have ot God? And ye are not your own; for ye are bought with a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which are God's“. 
It any man defile the temple ot God, him thall God deſtroy; for the temple of 


Gol 1 holy, which temple ye are“. Bleſſed are the pure in ſpirit ; for they 
all fee God!. 


X 8 G 
| 2 Pet. ii. 24, 13, 12. * Jude 7. 
$3. © Eph iv. 17,19, b Eph. v. 7, 8. © Rom. xiii. 14. d 2 Tim. ii. 21. 
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SEC 


Of InvusTRY and DILIGENCE, in oppoſition to 8S L oT 
and IDLENE ss. 


SECT. 1. Sloth is an evil, productive of the greateſt calamities; and, When 
compared with induſtry, its diſadvantages are fully ſeen. 2. Induſtry is in. 
diſpenſibly neceſſary in all the affairs of life. 3. It is enjoined by the goſpe 
in all our fecular concerns. 4. A zealous activity in the ways of religion was 
required under the law. 5. The greatcſt diligence and watchfulneſs are to 
be exerciſed in our ſpiritual concerns. 6. Various motives and incitements 
to this diligence and watchfulneſs. 7. The ſubject continued. 8. In the h. 
bours of St Paul we have a proper example of ſacred diligence. 9. The bleſ 
ſedneſs of thoſe that labour and overcome. 10. The apoltle's joy in diligent 
and ſtedfaſt chriſtians, and his prayers for them. 


SECT. 1. Sloth is an evil, productive of the greateſt calamities ; and, when 
compared with induſtry, its diſadvantages are fully ſeen. 


OVE not ſleep, leſt thou come to poverty *; for drowſineſs ſhall clothe 1 
man with rags», As the door turneth upon its hinges, ſo doth the flothtul 
upon his bed; he hideth his hand in his boſom, it grieveth him to bring it again 
to his mouth ©, Slothfulneſs caſteth into a deep ſleep; and an idle foul ſhall fut- 
fer hunger“. The ſluggard will not plow by reaſon of the cold; therefore ſha: 
he beg in harveſt, and have nothing ©. The deſire of the ſlothful killeth him; 
for his hands refuſe to labour f. The way of the flothful man is as an hedge of 
thorns s; he ſaith, There is a lion without, I ſhall be ſlain in the ſtreets". Ne 
alſo that is flothful in his work, is brother to him that is a great waſter i. 60 
to the ant, thou ſluggard ; conſider her ways, and be wiſe *. The ants arc: 
people not ſtrong 3 which having no guide, overſeer, or ruler, provideth ber 
meat in the ſummer, and gathereth her food in the harveſt ' How long wil 


thou 
S1. Prov. xx. 13, b Prov. xxlil. 21. © Prov. Xxvi. 14, 15. 4 Prov, xix. 13. 
© Prov. xx. 4. t Prov XX1. 25. s Prov. xv. 19. b Prov. xxil. 13. 
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thou fleep, O fluggard ? When wilt thou ariſe out of thy ſleep? Yet a little 
leep, a little lumber, a little folding of the hands to ſleep. So ſhall thy po- 
verty come as one that travaileth, and thy want as an armed man n. I went 
by the field of the ſlothful, aud by the vincyard of the man void of underſtand— 
ing; and lo it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face 
thereof, and the ſtone-wall thereof was broken down. Then 1 faw, and conſi- 
gered it well; I looked upon it, and received inſtruction s. By much flothful— 
nes, the building decayeth ; and through idleneſs of the hands, the houſe drop- 
peth through e. As vinegar to the teeth, and as ſmoke to the eyes, ſo is the 
luggard to them that ſend him. Bchold this was the iniquity of thy ſiſter 
Sodom; pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs was in her, and in 
her daughters 9. 

He becometh poor that dealeth with a flack hand ; but the hand of the dili- 
gent maketh rich. He that gathereth in ſummer is a wiſe fon ; but he that ſleep- 
eth in harveſt is a ſon that cauſeth ſhame . He that tilleth his land ſhall be ſa_ 
tified with bread ; but he that followeth vain perſons is void of underitanding (, 
and ſhall have poverty enough *. The hand of the diligent ſhall bear rule; but 
the flothful ſhall be under tribute u. The ſlothful man roaſt eth not that which 
lc took in hunting; but the ſubſtance of a diligent man is precious. The foul 
of the luggard deſireth, and hath nothing; but the ſoul of the diligent ſhall be 
made fat “. The fleep of a Jabouring man is ſweet, whether he cat little or 
much ; but the abundance of the rich will not ſuffer him to fleep *. 


SECT. 2, [Induſtry is indiſpenſibly neceſſary in all the affairs of life. 


SeEST thou a man diligent in his buſineſs ? he ſhall ſtand before kings; he 
hall not ſtand before mean men. He that diligently ſecketh good, procureth 
favour®, In all labour there is profit © ; and the labour of the righteous tend— 
eth to life 4. The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plentcouſneſs*, Six 
lays ſhalt thou labour and do all thy work f. Whatſoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wiſdom in the grave whither thou goeſt s. In the morning ſow thy feed, and in 
the evening with-hold not thy hand ; for thou knoweſt not whether ſhall pro- 
per, either this or that, or whether they hall be alike good“. Be thou dili- 


gent 
" Prov. vi. 9, —11. » Prov. xxiv. 30, 31, 32. o Eccleſ. x. 18. Prov. x. 26. 
1 Ezek. xvi. 49. Prov. x. 4, 5- Prov. xii 11. t Prov. xXxviii. 19. 
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gent to know the ſtate of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds '; for the lumb; 
are {or thy clothing, and the goats are the price of the field. And thou {4}; 
have gots milk enough for thy wa for the food of thy houſhold, and {6 
the maintenance for thy maidens“. 

Why can tind a virtuous woman! for her price is far above rubics!, She ſcekcth 
wool and flix; and worketh w:llingly with her hands. She is like the mers 
chants ſhips, ſhe bringeth her food from afar. She riſcth alſo while it j; ve. 

night, and giveth meat to her houſhold; with the fruit of her hands ſhe Ole 
ei a vineyard, She girdeth her loins with ſtrength *. She layeth her hang. t 
the ſpindle, and her hands hold the diſtaff -. She looketh well to the Ways of 
her koufhold, and eateth not the bread of idleneſs. Her children riſe up, and ca! 
her bleſſed ; her huſband allo, and he praiſcth hers, 


SECT. z. It is enjoined by the goſpel in all our ſecular concerns, 


Pur them in mind to be ready to cvery good work *. Let every man abide 
in the ſame calling wherein he was called, Art thou called being a ſervant ? cir 
not lor it; but if thou maylt be made free, uſe it rather, For he that is culled 
in the Lord, being a ſervant, is the Lord's free man; likewiſe alſo he that is cal. 
led being free, is Chriſt's ſervants, And whatfoever ye do, do it heartily as to 
the Lord, and not unto men, Furthermore, we beſcech you, brethren, and 
exhort you by the Lord Jeſus, that as ye have received of us, how ye ought to 
walk, and to pleaſe God, fo ye would abound more and more d. I have coveted 
no man's filver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, you yourſelves know, that theſe hand; 
have minittred unto my neceſſities, and to them that were with me. [I hav: 
ſhewed you all the words of the Lord Jelus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to 
give than to receive“. Even unto this preſent hour we both hunger and thirit, 
and l1bour, working with our hands“. But we beſeech you, brethren, thu ye 
increale more and more; and that ye ſtudy to be quiet, and to do your on 
buſineſs, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; that ye may 
Walk honcttiy toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of no- 
things, For when we were with you, this we commanded you, that it any 
would not work, neither ſhould he cat, For we hear that there are ſome which 
w '!. among you diforderly, working not at all, but as buſy bodies. Now them 
that ne fuch, we command and exhort, by our Lord Jetus Chriſt, that with 

quierne!s 
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quietne s they work and eat their own bread . Let him that ſtole, tel no more; 
but rather let him Iiboour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that 
he may have to give to him that necdeth ', Bur if any Prov ide not for his Own, 
and ſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, he hath denicd the faith and is w orlc 
than an intidel k. And withal they ie to be idle, wandring about from houſe 
1 and not only idle, but tulers alto, and b. aſy bodies, ſpeaking things 
ich they ought not!. 


Ser. 4. 4 zealous activity inthe ways of religion, was required under the 
law. 


\xp Moſes, with the elders of Iſrael, commanded the people, ſaying, Keep 
the commandments which I have commanded you this day *, And it {hull 
-ome to paſs, it thou ſhalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to obſerve and do all his commandments; that the Lord thy God will {ct 
nec on high above all the nations of the earth >. Be thou ſtrong and very cou- 
-17c0u5, that thou mayſt obſerve to do according to all the law; turn not from 
+ to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayit proſper whithcrſocver tlio 
zocit, This book of the law thall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou fh21t 
neditate therein day and night, that thou maylt obſerve to do according to all 
hat is written therein; for then thou ſhalt make thy way proſperous, and then 
:honſhalr have good ſucceſs. Have not I commanded thee, Be ſtrong, and of good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou diſmayed; tor the Lord thy God is with 
thee whitherſoever thou goettꝰ. Take diligent heed to do the commandment, 
al the law, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to 
deave unto him, and to ſerve him with all your heart, and with all your ſoul s. 
Be ye ſtrong, theretore, and let not your hands be weak; for your work ſhall 
ve rewarded ©, 


SECT, 5. The greateſt diligence and watchfulneſs are to be exerciſed in our 
ſpiritual concerns. 


LaBOUR not for the meat which periſheth, but for that which endureth unto 
ererlatting life, which the Son of man ſhall give unto you *. Take no thought, 


ſaying, 
d 2 Theſſ. iii. 10, 11, 12 Eph. iv. 28. * 1 Tim. v. 8. I it Tim. v. 23. 
{ 4. Deut. xxvii. 1, b Deut. xxvili. 1, © Jolh, i. 7, 8, 9. 4 Joſh, xxii. 5. 
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ſaying, What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drink? or wherewithal hall we be 
clothed >? but ſeek ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, and al 
theſe things ſhall be added unto you ©, Verily, I ſay unto you, The Kingdom 
of heaven ſuffereth violence, and the violent take it by forced, Strive to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate; for many I ſay unto you will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall no: 
be able. For wide is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruc- 
tion, and many there be which go in thereat; becauſe {trait is the gate, and nar. 
row is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it t. If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs and follow 
mes. Not flochful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord“. Occupy till 
I cone, For I ſay unto you, That except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the 
kingdom of heaven *. Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning, 
and ye yourſelves like unto them that wait for their Lord !, Bleſſed is that ſcr- 
vant whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall find fo doing ®. Watch therefore, 
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh, 
For as a ſnare ſhall it come upon all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
carth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and to ſtand before the Son of 
man o. He that jhall endure unto the end, the fame ſhall be ſaved e. Ye arc they 
which have continued with me in my temptations; and I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me“. But no man having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God”, 


F 


S*'ECT. 6. Various motives and incitements to this diligence and watch- 


fulneſs, 


SEELNG therefore there remaincth a reſt to the people of God, let us labour 
to enter into that reſt*. Knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake 
out of our fleep. The night is far ſpent, the day is at hand; let us therefore 
caſt off the works of darkneſs, and let us put on the armour of light b. Awake 
thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light ©, For 
yourſelves know perfectly, that the day of the Lord fo cometh as a thiet in the 
night. Therefore, let us not ſleep as do others; but let us watch and be ſobc1 . 


Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees ; and mike 
ſtraight 


b Matth. vi. 31. 6 Matth. vi. 33. 4 Matth. xi. 11, 12. e Luke xiii 2. 
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raight paths for your feet, leſt that which is lame be turned out of the way, 
but let it rather be healed e. Looking diligently leſt any man fail of the grace of 
Godf, We then beſeech you, that ye receive not this grace in vain; for he 
nith ſaid, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of ſalvation have 
ſuccoured thee ; behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of 
lvations. Wherefore, my beloved, work out your own ſalvation with fear 
ind trembling *®. Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and—know- 
edge, and—remperance, and—patience, and—godlinels, and—brotherly kind- 
neſs, and—charity '. For if theſe things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye ſhall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Je- 
us Chriſt k. Give diligence to make your calling and election ſure ; for fo ut 
entrance ſhall be miniſtred unto you abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt i. Having theretore theſe promiles, dear- 
beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, per- 
Qing holineſs in the fear of God“. For God is not unrighteous, to forget 
vozr work and labour of love, which ye have ſhewed towards his name. And 
ve defire that every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to the full aſſurance 
37 hope unto the end; that ye be not flothful, but followers of them who 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes", Calt not away thercfore your 
confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have nced of pa- 
(ence, that after ye have done the will of God ye might receive the promiſe e. 
Look to yourſelves, that we loſe not thoſe things which we have wrought, but 
that we receive a full reward. And let us not be weary in well-doing ; for 
'n due ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not a. Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of 
ur faith without wavering ; and let us conſider one another to provoke unto 
ove and to good works". Wherefore, gird up the Joins of your mind; be ſo— 
er, and hope to the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
eve) 1tion of Jeſus Chriſt f. Building yourſelves up in your mott holy faith, 
ny ing in the Holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the love of God, looking for the 


nercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal life“. 


. SECT. . The ſubjed continued. 


b:.ovep, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common fal- 
ion; it was needtul for me to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye ſhould 
:rneſtly contend for the faith which was once delivered to the ſaints . It is 
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good to be zealouſſy affected always in a good thing » ; with a zeal of God ac- 
cording to knowledge ©, Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved, and longed 
for, my joy and crown, ſo ſtand fait in the Lord 4. Let your converſation be a; 
becometh the goſpel of Chriſt ; ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, [triving 
together for the faith of the goſpel e. Be fober, be vigilant ; becauſe your 44. 
verſary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh ads ſeeking whom he may devour ; 
whom reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the faith f. Be {trong in the Lord, and in the Power 65 
his mights. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand u. 
gainſt the wiles of the devil. For we wreſtle not againſt fleſh - and blood, but 
againlt principalities, againſt powers, againit the rulers of the darkneſs of thi: 
ny i az int ſpiritual Wickeddels in high places. Wherefore, take unto you 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand in the evil day, and ha— 
ving done all to ſtand, Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breall-plate of rightcouſnels, and your feet thod with the pre- 
parat ion of the goſpel of peace; above all, taking the ſhield of faith, wherewith 
ye ſhall be able to quench all the hery darts of the wicked; and take the helmet 
of ſalvation, and the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word of God“. Watch 
ye, ſtand faſt in the faith, quit you like men, be {trongi. Follow after righte- 
ouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meeknels ; tight the good fight of faith, 
tay hold on eternal life“, according to the prophecies which went before cn 
thee, that thou by them mighteſt war a good wartare, holding faith and a good 
conſcience!. Thou therefore, my ſon, be ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriit 
Jeſus; endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt a. And it a man allo 
{trive for maſteries, yet is he not crowned except he ſtrive Jawtully ®. Ande- 
very man that ſtriveth for the maſtery is temperate in all things. Now they do. 
it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. I therefore ſo run, 
not as uncertainly ; ſo fight I not as one that beateth the air; but I-keep under 
my body, and bring it into ſubjection *. For therefore we both labour and ſut- 
fer reproach, becaule we truſt in the living God ?, For which cauſe, we fun 
not; but though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day %. While we look not at the things which are ſeen, but at the thing; 
which are not ſeen; for the things which are ſeen are temporal, but the thing; 
which are not ſeen are eternal *, 1 1 


v Gal. iv. 18. © Rom. x. 2. d Phil. iv. t. e Phil. i. 27. 
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I therefore beſcech you, that ye wals worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called ; holding the head, from witch all the body by joints and bands, ha- 
ving nouriſhment miniſt red and knit together, increaſeth with the increaſe of God”, 
That we may grow up unto him in all things, which is the head, even Chriſt u. 
For yourſelves know perfectly, that the day of che Lord fo cometh as a thick in 
the night * 3 in which the earth, and the works that are therein {hull be burnt 
up. Seeing then that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of pertons 
out ye to be in all holy converſation and gudlinels ? looking for, and hatting 
nato the coming of the day of God”, Wheretore beloved, ſeeing that ye look 
ſor ſuch things, be diligent that ye may be cound of him in peace, without ſpot 
and blameleſs *. Be ye ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
dhe Lord, foraſmuch as ye kaow that your labour is not in vain in the Lord“. 

Know ye not that they which run in a race, ran all; but one receiveth the 
prize? ſo run that ye may obtain“. Let us hy aſide every weight, and the fin 
wich doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and let us run with patience the race that is ſet be- 
fore us; looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher of your faith ©, who went a- 
bout doing good d. Having then gifts, differing according to the grace that is 
given us; wacther prophecy, let us propheſy according to the proportion ot 
faith; or miniſtry, let us wait on our minittring ; he that teacheth, on teuch- 
ing : or he that exhorteth, on exhortation ; he that giveth, let him do it with 
hmplicity 3 he that ruleth, with diligence ; he that ſlieweth mercy, with chear- 
fulneſs?. For God will render to every man according to his deeds ; to them 
who by patient continuance in well-doing, feck for glory, and honour, and im— 


mort ility; eternal life f, Glory, honour, and peace, to every one that worketh 
good, to the Jew firit, and allo to the centile s. 


Scr. 8. In the labours of St. Paul, we have a proper example of ſacred di- 
ligence, 


BRETHREN, he followers together of me, and mark them which walk fo, as 
ye have us for an enſample*. Thoſe things which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and ſeen in me, dod. Ye know after what manner I have 
been with you at all ſeaſons ; ſerving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 


Yyy2 many 
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many tears and temptarions ©. And herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have al, ays 
a conſcience void of offence toward God, and toward man a. For ] am the leaſt 
of the apoſtles, that am not meet to be called an apoſtle; becauſe I perjecy;e, 
the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am; and his grace 
which was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly 
than they all. For I will not dare to ſpeak of theſe things which Chritt hath 
not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient by word and deed ; through 
mighty ſigns and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; fo that trum ſe. 
rufalem, "and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully oredehod the getpeh of 
Chiiſtf, Are they miniſters of Chriſt? I am more; in labours more abundant , 
in journeying, often in perils; in wearineſs and painfulneſs, in watchings often, 
in hunger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold and nakedneſs“. For ye re. 
member, brethren, our labour, and travail; for Jabouring night and day, we 
preached unto you the goſpel of God“; warning every man, and teaching c\cry 
man in all wiſdom; that we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
whereunto I alſo labour, ſtriving according to his working, which worketh in 
me mightily *. For we are labourers together with God', Wherefore we 1. 
bour that we may be accepted of him *. Not as though I had attained, cither 
were already perfect; but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that tor which 
alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. Forgetting thoſe things which are be- 
iind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, I preſs toward the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus"; if by any 
means I might attain unto the reſurrection of the dead®9 And now the Holy 
Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſaying, That bonds and aillictions abide me. 
But none of theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear unto mylclf, 
lo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have recci— 
ved of the Lord Jeſus®, 
Thou haſt fully known my doctrine, manner of life, a faith, long-{ut- 
ring, charity, patience s. Continue thou in the things which thou halt learn- 
- and been affured of? Watch thou in all things, endure ajflictions, do the 
work of an cvangeliſt, make full proof of thy miniſtry. For I am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand, I have fought a good 
light, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is Jai. 
up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall 
give me at that day; and not to me only, but to all them alſo that love his ap- 
pearing *. 
. SECT, 
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Sz CT. 9. The bleſſedneſs of thoſe that labour and overcome. 


Il that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the churches; *, 
Unto the angel of the church of Epheſus, write, I know thy works and 'thy 
Ibour, and thy patience, and how thou halt born, and for my name's lake 
halt laboured and haft nor fainted“. To him that overcometh will I pive 
to cat of the tree of life which is in the midit of the paradiſe of God; to cat 
of the hidden manna ; to him will I give power over the nations d. Be watch- 
ful, and ſtrengthen the things which remain, and are ready to die, for I have 
not found thy works perfect before God“. He that overcometh ſhall be cloth- 
Ain white raiment . Him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God; 
o him will I grant to fit with me on my throne, even as I alſo overcame, and 
m ſet down with my Father on his throne®. And J heard a voice from heaven, 
ſyying unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord, from hence- 
forth; yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, and their 


works do follow them l. 


Ec r. 10. The apoſile's joy in diligent and ſtedſaſt chriſtians, and his pray- 


ers for them, 


| THANK my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is gi— 
ven you by Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that ye come behind in no gift, waiting for the co- 
ming of our Lord Jeſus*, Remembring without ceaſing your work of faith, and 
bour of love, and patience of hope, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt'. For this cauſe 
we do not ceaſe to pray for you, that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
ill pleaſing, being fruitful in every good work; ſtrengthned with all might ac- 
cording to his glorious power, unto all patience and long-ſuftering with joytul- 
neſsé ; that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge, and in al! 
judgment a. And the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lor! 
Jeſus, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you tha! 
wh:ch is well pleaſing in his fight, through Jeſus Chrilt ©, 


NF. 
59. Rev. ii. 9. b Rev. ii. I, 2, 3. | e Rev. ii. 7. d Rev. ii. 17, 26, 
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$10, 1 Cor. i. 4, 7. b 1 Theil. i. 3, < Col. i, 9, 10, 11. Phil. i. 9. 
* Heb, xili. 20, 21. 


$42 Of thePRECEP TS of Gon. Part VI 


A SS I 


Of the DuTits we owe to ourſelves conſidered as Mr. 
BERS of SOCIETY. 


. 


Of MobesTyY and HUMILITY in oppoſition to VANITY and PRIDE. 


SECT. 1, It is dangerous to form too high an opinion of ourſelves. Or, 2. 
Jo become vain on account of our rank or poſſeſſions. Or, 3. To affect honour 
and reſpect from others. 4. Still more dangerous is that pride which judgeth 
and deſpiſeth others. 5. The molt criminal and dreadful of all, is that pride 
which exalteth itſelf againſt God, and affects to be independent of him. 6, 
Such pride cannot eſcape unpuniſhed. 7. For againſt ſuch the wrath ot God 

is denounced. 8. His judgments on his preſumptuous enemies. 9. Ditlua- 


ſives from pride, with exhortations and motives to humility. 10. The divine 
in{tructions of our Lord and Saviour to this eficct. 11. His great example ot 


condeſcenſion and humility. 12. Humility and modeity enjoined by his 4. 
poltles. 13. The humility of the apoitle Paul, notwithitanding his high u- f 
tamments. 14 Yet his ſpirited aſſertion ot his own character, and the dient ˖ 
ty of his office, againſt the ſtrokes of calumny and detraction. . 5. Ihe cou. 8 
plamts of the ſaints in regard of the proud, and their prayers for deuvcrace 2 
and protection. Examples. c 
l 

SECT. I. It is dangerous to form too high an opinion of ourſelves. | f , 
J HE way of a fool is right in his own eyes; but he that hearknetn unto he 
counſel is wiſe *. Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his own Conceit, there! G 


more nope of a fool than of himb, Wo unco them that are wile in their own 
ey C5, 


$ 1, Prov. Xll. 15. b Prov. Zxvi. 12. 
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eyes, and prudent in their own ſigh! e. Let no man deccive himſelf; if any 
man among you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this world; let him become a fool, that 
ke may be wiſe %, For if a man think himſelf to be ſomething when he is no- 

ching, he deceiveth himſelt ©," For | ſay, through the grace given unto me, to 
every man that is among you, not to think of himſelf more highly than he ought 
to think; but to think ſoberly, according as God hath dealt to every one the 
mcaſurc of faith. Be not wiſe in your own conceitsf, For who maketh thee 
to differ from another? and what haſt thou that thou didit not reccive ? Now if 
thou didit receive it, why doſt thou glory as if thou hadit not received its? 

Where is boating then? it is excluded. By what law? of works? nay, but by 
the law of faith“, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence, For the weapons 
of our warfare, are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulling down of 
{trong holds; caſting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it— 
{ct againſt the knowlege of God; and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Chriſt*. Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned 
s kings without us', We are fools for Chriſt's ſake, but ye are wiſe in Chritt ; 
we are weak, but ye are ſtrong ; ye are honourable but we are deſpiſed”, I 

write not theſe things to ſhame you, but as my beloved ſons I warn you. 
Now ſome are puffed up, as though I would not come to you. But I will 
come to you ſhortly, if the Lord will; and will know not the ſpeech of them 
which are puffed up, but the power e. 


SECT. 2,—0r to become vain on account of our ran or pol]Jefions. 


SURELY men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie; to 
be laid in the balance they are altogether lighter than vanity. Truſt not in op- 
preſſion, and become not vain in robbery ; if riches increaſe, ſet not your heart 
upon them. They that truſt in their wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the mul- 
titude of their riches; none of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ranſom for him d. Their inward thought is, that their houſes (hall 
continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their 
lands after their own names. Nevertheleſs, man being in honour abideth not ; 
he is like the beaſts that periſh . Though his excellency mount up to the hea- 
vens, and his head reach unto the clouds; he ſhall periſh for ever; they which 
have ſeen him ſhall ſay, Where is he ©? Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God; leſt when thou haſt eaten, and art full, and haſt built goodly houſes, and 

dwelt 
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dwclt therein; and when thy herds, and thy flocks multiply, and thy ſilver, ang 
thy gold is multiplicd; then thine heart be lifted up* ; and thou ſay in thine 
heart, My power and the might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth e, 

Ncbuchadnezzar walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The king 
ſpake and ſaid, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the houſe of the 
kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majelty ? Wie 
the] word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, {ay; A 
Q King Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is fpoken, The kingdom is departed item 
thee. And they ſhall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling ſhall be with the 
beafts of the field; they thall make thce to cat graſs as oxen, and ſeven tine: 
ſhall paſs over thee, until thou know that the Mott High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will. The fame hour was the thing tulti! 
led upon Nebuchadnezzar ; and he was driven from men, and eat graſs as oxe:, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like c 
oles feathers, and his nails like birds claws, And at the end of the days, I Ne. 
buchadnezzar lift up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine underitanding returned 
vnto me, and I] bleſſed the Moſt High; and praiſed and honoured him that liveth 
for ever, whoſe dominion is an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom is from 
generation to generation. And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed az 
nothing, and he doth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth; and none can ſtay his hand, or fay unto him, What 
Joſt thon®., Now I Nebuchadnezzar praiſe, and extol, and honour the King of 
lcaven, all whoſe works are truth, and his ways judgment, and thoſe that walk 
in pride, he is able to abaſe *. 


SECT. 3. —0r to affect honour and reſpedt from others. 


Mos tr men will proclaim every one his own goodneſs; but a faithful man who 
can find * ? It is not good to eat much honey; ſo for man to ſearch his own glory, 
is not glory b. Let another man praiſe thee, and not thine own mouth; a ttran- 
ger, and not thine own lips *. For not he that commendeth himſelf is appro- 
ved; but whom the Lord commendeth d. Charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not 
puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſecmly “. 

Put not forth thyfelf in the preſence of the king; and ftand not in the place 
of great men, For better it is that it be ſaid unto thee, Come up hither, 
than that thou ſhouldſt be put lower in the preſeuce of the prince, whom thine 


cy es 
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eyes have ſeen fr. When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, fit not down 
in the higheſt room; left a more honourable man than thou be bidden of him; 
and he that bade thee and him, come and ſay to thee, Give this man place; and 
thou begin with ſhame to take the loweſt room. But when thou art bidden, go 
and fit down in the loweſt room ; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may 
ſay unto thee, Friend, go up higher; then ſhalt thou have worſhip in the pre- 
ſence of them that fit at meat with thee, For whoſoever cxalteth himſelf, ſhall 
be abaſed ; and he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted*, Then ſpake Jeſus 
to the mulcitude, and to his diſciples, ſaying, The ſcribes and the phariſces ſit in 
Moſes's ſeat, All therefore whatſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and 
do; but do not ye after their works, For all-their works they do for to be ſeen 
of men. They make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their 
garments, and love the uppermoſt rooms at feaſts, and the chief ſeats in the ſy- 
nagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rab- 
bi, They loved the praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God *, But be not 
ye called Rabbi; for one is your maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren *. 
But he that is greateſt among you ſhall be your ſervanti. 

My brethren, be not many maſters, knowing that we ſhall receive the great- 
er condemnation *. Let us not be deſirous of vain glory, provoking one an- 
other, envying one alother ", Mindnot high things, but condeſcend to men of 
low eſtate ®. Let nothing be done through ſtrife, or vain- glory, but in lowli- 
neſs of mind, let each eſteem other better than themſelves®, Be kindly affec- 


tionate one to another; with brotherly love, in honour preferring one ano. 
ther“. 


SECT. 4. Still more dangerous is that pride which judgeth and deſpiſeth 
| bot ners. 


Hz that is void of wiſdom, deſpiſeth his neighbour ; but a man of underſtand- 
ing holdeth his peace :. He that deſpiſeth his neighbour ſinneth *. A naughty 
perſon, a wicked man, walketh with a froward mouth, he winketh with his 
cyes, he ſpeaketh with his teet, he teacheth with his 8 frowardneſs is in 
als heart; therefore ſhall his calamity come ſuddenly © Put away from thee a 


:roward mouth, and perverſe lips put far from thee 4. Let not him that eateth 


Z. 2 2 deſpiſe 
prov. xxv. 6, 7. * Luke xiv. 8.— 11. b Matth. xxiii. 1,—7. John xii. 43. 
* Matth. xxiii. 8. 1 Matth. xxiii. 11. m James iii. 1. Gal. v. 26. 
„ Rom. xii. 16. P Phil. ii. 3+ 1 Rom. xii. 10, 
$4. Prov. xi. 12. b Prov. xiv. 21. © Prov. vi. 12,1 5s d Prov. iv. 24. 


* See Luke xx. 46. 
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deſpiſe him that cateth not; and let not him which eateth not, judge him that 
catethi; for who art thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant ©? Behold thou art 
called a Jew, and reſteſt in the law, and makeſt thy boaſt of God, and knowc9) 
his will, and approvelt the things that are more excellent, being inſtructed Out 
of the law, and art confident that thou thyſelf art a guide of the blind, a lipht of 
them which are in darknels, an inſtructor of the fooliſh, a teacher of babes, who 
haſt the form of knowledge, and of the truth in the law; thou therefore whit 
teachelt another, teacheſt thou not thy ſelf f? Thou that makeſt thy boaſt of 
the law, through breaking the law diſhonoureſt thou Gods? But why doſt thog 
judge thy brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy brother? for we th.!j 
all {tand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt“. Diotrephes, who loveth the pre- 
eminence, recciveth us not; wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deed; 
which he deth, pratting againſt us with malicious words; and not content there. 
with, neither doth he himſelf receive the brethren, and foi biddeth them tha- 
would, and caſteth them out of the church !. 
I have ſpread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which wall. 
cth in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts; which ſay, Stand by 
thy ſelf, come not near to me, for I am holier than thou; theſe are a ſmoke in 
my noſe, a fire that burneth all the day *. Pride, and arrogancy, and the c 
way, and the froward mouth do J hate“. 


S ECT. 5. The moſt criminal and dreadful is that pride which exalteili it- 
{elf againſt God, and affetts to be independent of him. 


THERE is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not wall 
ed from their filthineſs. O how lofty are their cyes! and their eye-lids are liſ- | 
ed up*. Therefore, they ſay unto God, Depart from us; for we deſire not the 
knowledge of thy ways. What 1s the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him ? \ 
What profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him“? And what can the Almighty 43 
do for them ©, The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not ſeck 
after God; God is not in all his thoughts. As for all his enemies, he puffeth at 
them. Ile hath ſaid in his heart, I ſhall not be moved; for I ſhall never be in 
adverſity . They are incloſed in their own fat; with their mouth they ſpeak 
proudly ©. Pride compaſſeth them about as a chain; violence covereth them 
as a garment f, They ſpeak loftily, They ſet their mouth againſt the heavens, 


t. and 
e Rom. xiv. 37 4. f Rom. ii. 17,.— 21. D Rom. 11. 23. h Rom. XIV. 10. 
1 3 John 9, 10. * Iſa. Ixv. 2.5. 1 Prov. vili. 13. 
& 5. Prov. xxx. 12, 13. Job. xxl. 14, 15. e Job xxii, 17. a Pſal. x. 4, 5, 6. 


e Plal, xvii. 10. f Pſal. Ixxill. 6. 
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and their tongue walketh through the earths. They make the oppreſſed to cry; 
they cry becauſe of the pride of evil men d. They are without exculc; becauſe 
that when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thank - 
ful, but became vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſh hearts were darkned. 
prolelling themſelves wiſe, they became fools ', haters of God, deſpiteful, proud 
boalters, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, heady, high-minded *. Thelc 
ire wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempeſt, ro whom the 
it of darkneſs is reſerved for ever. For when they ſpeak great ſwelling words 
of vanity, they allure through the luſts of the fleſh, thoſe that were clean eſca— 
vcd from them who live in error. 
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SECT. 6. Such pride cannot eſcape unpuniſhed. 


1 


Wu boaſteſt thou thy ſelf in miſchief, O mighty man * ? Why do the her- I. 
then rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth fect 90 j 
themſelves, and the rulers take counſel together againſt the Lord, and againtt 1 
his Anointed, ſaying, Let us break their bands aſunder, and caſt away their i 
cords from us. He that ſitteth in the heavens ſhall laugh; the Lord ſhall have p 
them in derifion. Then ſhall he ſpeak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in Ml 
his ſore diſpleaſure v. Pride goeth before deſtruction, and an haughty fpirit be | 
fore a falls. An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked . Il 
5 fin*, Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the Almighty regard ite. 14 
ror he knoweth vain men; will he not then conſider it?? Every one that is 1 
proud in heart, is an abomination to the Lord: Though hand join in hand, he | 
hall not be unpuniſhed s. Theſe things doth the Lord hate; yea they are an | 1 
abomination to him; a proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that ſhed inno- | 9 
cent blood ®, Proud and haughty ſcorner is his name that dealeth in proud WM 
wrath *, For he flattereth himſelf in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found | | 
to be hateful . I ſaid unto the fools, Deal not fooliſhly ; and to the wicked, | I 
Lift not up the horn'. Lift not up the horn on high; ſpeak not with a ſtiff | "nt 
neck ; for God is the judge; he putteth down one, and ſetteth up another n. 

Talk no more ſo exceeding proudly; let not arrogancy come out of your mouth; 
or the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed "®, The ' 
Lord ſhall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that ſpeaketh proud things. 1 


1 2 2 Who 


= Pial. Ixxiii. 8, 9. Job xxxv. 9, 12. Rom. i. 20, 21, 22. * Rom. i. 30, with 2 Tim, iii. 3, 4. 
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Who have ſaid, With our tongues will we prevail, our lips are our own , who i: 
Lord over us*. The Lord plentifully rewardeth the proud doer®; for in the 
thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above them 4. He bringeth down then 
that dwell on high; the lofty city he layeth it low, even to the ground ; he 
bringeth it even to the dutt*, He hath ſhewed ſtrength with his arm; he hat): 
ſcattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts; he hath put down the 
mighty from their feats, and exalted them of low degree; that he may with- 
draw man from his purpoſe, and hide pride from man. The Lord of hoſts ht, 
purpoſed to itain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the ho— 
nourable of the earth *. Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the duſt, for tear 
of the Lord, and for the glory of his majeſty. The lofty looks of man ſhall be 
humbled, and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone 
ſhall be exalted in that day. For the day of the Lord of hoſts ſhall be upon e- 
very one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up, and he 
{hall be brought low * ; and the loftineſs of man ſhall be bowed down, and the 
haughtineſs of men ſhall be made low“; and the mean man ſhall be brought 
down, and the mighty man ſhall be humbled, and rhe eyes of the lofty ſhall be 
humbled *, And they ſhall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of 
the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majeſty, when he ari- 
ſcth to ſhake terribly the carth . But the Lord of hoſts ſhall be exalted in Judg- 
ment, and God that is holy ſhall be ſanctified in righteouſneſs b. 


SECT. 7. For againſt ſuch the wrath of God is denounced. 


HEAR ye, and give ear, be not proud; for the Lord hath ſpoken “. But if ye 
will not hear it, my foul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your pride v. The pride 
of Iſrael doth teſtify to his face; therefore ſhall Iſrael and Ephraim fall in their 
iniquity; Judah alſo ſhall fall with them ©. According to their paſture, fo were 
they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted; therefore have they 
forgotten me 9, His ſoul which is lifted up, is not upright in him e. Behold, this 
was the iniquity of thy ſiſter Sodom, pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance ot 
idleneſs wasin her, and in her daughters, and they. were haughty, and committed 
abomination before me, therefore I took them away f; Say unto the king and 
to the queen, Humble yourſelves, fit down; for. your principalities ſhall come 


down, 
„ Pſal. xii. 3, 4. ? Pal. xxxi. 23: 1 Exod, xvili. 11. Iſa. xxvi. 5: 
Luke i. 51, 52. Job xxxili. 17, * Ta. xxlii. 9. z Iſa. ii. 10,—12. 
7 Iſa. ii. 17. * Iſa. v. 15. * Iſa. ii. 19. » Iſai v. 16. 
$ To 4 Jer. Xitt, 15. d Jer. xili 17. 8 Hoſ, v. 5. s Hol, xili. 6. 


Hab. ii, 4. # Ezek, xvi. 49, 50. 
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down, even the crown of your glorys. Behold the day of the Lord cometh, ? | 
cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land deſolate. And I will 
puniſh rhe world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquity ; and I will 
cauſe the arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe, and will lay low the haughtineſs of 
the terrible“. Thus ſaich the Lord God, Remove the diadem, and take off the 
crown; exalt him that is low, and abaſe him that is high', for behold the day 
cometh that ſhall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea and all that do wicked- 
ly (hall be ſtubble ; and the day that cometh ſhall burn them up, faith the 
Lord of hoſts, that it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch*. Though the 
Lord be high, yet hath he reſpect unto the lowly ; but the proud he knoweth 
afar off. Every one that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed ; and he that hum- 
pleth himſelf ſhall be exalted *. 


S Er. 8. His judgments on his preſumptuous enemies. 


O AsSYR1AN, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in their hand is mine in- 
dignation . Whom haſt thou reproached and blaſphemed? and againſt whom 
haſt thou exalted thy voice, and-lifted up thine eyes on high? even againſt the 
Holy One of Iſrael d. Wherefore, it ſhall come to paſs, that when the Lord hath 
performed his whole work upon mount Zion, and on Jeruſalem, I will puniſh the 
fruit of the ſtout heart of the king of Aſſyria, and the glory of his high looks. 
For he faith, By the ſtrength of my hand have I done it, and by my wiſdom; for 
am prudent®, Shall the ax boaſt itſelf againſt him that heweth therewith? 
or ſhall the ſaw magnify irſelt againſt him that ſhaketh it? as if the rod thould 
ſhake itſelf againſt them that lift it up, or as if the ſtaff ſhould lift up itſelf, as it 
it were no wood d. Therefore ſhall the Lord, the Lord of hoſts, fend among his 
fat ones leanneſs, and under his glory he ſhall kindle a burning ©. And {hull 
conſume the glory of his foreſt, and of his fruitful field t. 

Concerning Edom, thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts *, Thy k terribleneſs hath de- 
ccived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that dwelleſt in the cletts of 
the rock, that holdeſt the height of the hill *, whoſe habitation is high, that ſaith 
in his heart, Who ſhall briug me down to the ground? Though thou exalt riy- 
{elf as the eagle, and though thou ſer thy neſt among the ttars, thence will I 
bring thee down, ſlith the Lord. I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the 
revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have magnilied themtelves. 

Theretore, 


Jer xiii, 18. Ezek. xxi. 26. * Mal. iv. 1, 


1 Pal cxxxviii. 6. 
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e Iſa. x. 16. 
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Therefore, as I live, faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Moab ſhall be as 

Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah. This ſhall they have for their 

pride, becauſe they have reproached and magnified themſelves againſt the peg. 

pc of the Lord of hoſts *. And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and 

] will deſtroy the ſtrength of the kingdoms of the heathen; and I will OVer- 

throw the chariots, and thoſe that ride in them, and the horſes and their rider; 
ſhall come down!. 

Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Behold I will puniſh the king 
of Babylon, and his land, as I have puniſhed the king of Aſſyria v. Call together 
the archers againſt Babylon; recompenſe her according to her work; for ſe 
bath been proud againſt the Lord, againſt the Holy One of Ifracl", Bebel 
Jam againſt thee, O thou moſt proud, faith the Lord God of hoſts ; for thy da 
is come, the time that I will viſit thee. And the molt proud ſhall (tumble ang 
fall, and none ſhall raife him up“. Thou ſaidſt, I ſhall be a lady for ever; Iam; 
and none elſe beſides me?. Thy wiſdom and thy knowledge it hath perverted 
thee, Therefore ſhall evil come upon thee, thou ſhalt not know from whence it 
riſeth 4, 

Dunicel was brought in before the King Belſhazzar. Then Daniel anſwered 
and ſaid, O thou king, the moſt high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a 
kingdom, and majeſty, and glory, and honour” ; and for the majeſty that he 
gave him, all people, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. 
Whom he would he flew, and whom he would he kept alive, and whom he 

A would he ſet up, and whom he would he put down. But when his heart was 
liſted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was depoſed from his kingly 
throne, and they took. his glory from him. And he was driven from the ſons 
of men, and his heart was made like the beaſts, and his dwelling was with the 

wild aſſes; they fed him with graſs like oxen, and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven; till he knew that the moſt high God ruled in the kingdom oi 

men, and that he appointeth over it whomſoever he will. And thou his ſon, O 
Belſhazzar, haſt not humbled thine heart though thou kneweſt all this; but haſt 
liſted up thy ſelf againſt the Lord of heaven; and the God in whoſe hand thy 
breath is, and whoſe are all thy ways, haſt thou not glorified. Then was the 

part of the hand ſent from him; and this writing was written c, God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finiſhed it; thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting; thy kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and 
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How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, fon of the morning! how art 
thou cut down to the gronnd, which didit weaken the nations! For thou halt 
ſud in thine heart, I will afcend into heaven, 1 will exalt my throne above the 
ars of God; I will fit alſo upon the mount of the congregation, in the ſides of 
the north; I wall aſcend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Mott 
High, Yet thou ſhalt be. brought down to hell, to the ſides of the pit u. 


ger 9. Diſſuaſroes from pride, with exliortations aud motives to humility. 


Tavs ſaith the Lord, let not the wiſe man glory in his wiſdom, neither let 
te mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches ; 
but let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he underitandeth, and knoweth 
me, that I am the Lord which exerciſe loving-kindneſs, judgment, and rightcoul- 
nels in the earth zfor in theſe things I delight ſaith, the Lord *. He hath ſhew- 
ed thee, O man, What is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? For thus faith 
the high and loſty One that inhabiceth eternity, whoſe name is Holy, I dwell in 
the high and holy place; with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, 
to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones ©. 
The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my tootitool ; but to this man will 
look, even to him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 
word *. 

Blefſed is the man that maketh the Lord his truſt ; and reſpecteth not tl. 
proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide to lies:. Though the Lord be high, yet hath he 
reſpect unto the lowly ; but the proud he Knoweth afar off fo The patient in 
ſpirit_is better than the proud in ſpirit s. Better it is to be of a humble ſpirit with 
the lowly, than to divide the ſpoil with the proud“. By pride cometh conten— 
tion; but with the well adviſed is wiſdomi. A proud heart ſtirreth up ſtriſe; 
but he that putte th his truſt in the Lord, ſhall be made fat*. Surely he ſcorn— 
eth the ſcorners; but he giveth grace unto the lowly. In the mouth of the 
fooliſh is a rod of pride; but the lips of the wiſe ſhall preſerve them“. When 
pride cometh, then cometh ſhame ; but with the lowly is wiſdoma. A man's 
pride ſhall bring him low; but honour ſhall uphold the humble in ſpirit“. Be- 
fore deſtruction the heart of man is haughty ; and before honour is humili- 
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ty *. By humility and the fear of the Lord, are riches, and honour, and life 1, He 
forgetteth not the cry of the humble *, He poureth contempt upon princes ; yet 
ſetteth he the poor on highſ. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart; and ſaveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit . The Lord raiſeth them that 
are bowed downu; he healcth the broken in heart, and bindeth up thei; 
wounds. The Lord lifteh up the meek 3 he caſteth the wicked down to the 
ground *. When men are cait down, then thou ſhalt ſay, There is lifting up 
and he ſhall ſave the humble perſon ?. If thou take away from the midit of thee 
the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and ſpeaking vanity ; then {h;!] tliy 
light riſe in obſcurity, and thy darknels be as noon-day *, 


= SECT. 10. The divine inſtrudions of our bleſſed Lord. 


AND the Lord ſpake this parable unto certain which truſted in themſelves thy: 
they were righteous, and deſpiſed others“: Two men went up to the temple 
to pray, the one a phariſee, and the other a publican. The phariſee ſtood, and 
prayed rhus with himſelf, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, 

extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or even as this publican. I faſt twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I poſſeſs. And the publican ſt.nding afar off 
would not lift up ſo much as his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his bre iſt, ſay- 
ing, God be merciful to me a ſinner. 1 tell you, This man went down to hi 
houſe juſtified rather than the other. For every one that exalteth himſelf, fall 
he abaſed ; and he that humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted». 

Then came to him the mother of Zebedee's children, with her ſons, wor. 
ſhipping him, and deſiring a certain thing of him. And he faid unto her, What 
wilt thou? She faith unto him, Grant that theſe my two ſons may ſit, the one 
on thy right hand, and the other on the left in thy kingdom. But Jeſus 
anſwered and ſaid, Ye know not what ye aſk, To fit on my right hand, and on my 

left, is not mine to give, but it ſhall be given to them for whom it is prepared 
of my Father. And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation 
againſt the two brethren. But Jeſus called them unto him, and ſaid, Ye know 
that the princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them ; and they that are 
greut, exerciſe authority upen them, But whoſoever will be great among you, 
let him be your miniſter 3 and whoſoever will be chief among you, let him be 
your ſervant. Even as the Son of man came not to be miniſtred unto, but to 


miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom for many <. 
e 


P Prov. xviii. 12. 4 Prov. xxl. 4. r Pſal. ix. 12. Pſal. cvii. 40, 41. 
t Pſal. xxxiv. 18. u Pſal. cxlvi. 8. * Pſal. cxlvii. 3, 6. „Job xxii. 29. 
z Iſa, Iviii. 9, 10. 


$ 10, Luke xXylul, 6, 9. b Luke xvili. 10, — 14. Matth. xx. 20,—28, 
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The diſciples came unto Jeſus, ſaying, Who is the greateſt in the Kingdom of 
heaven? And Jeſus called a little child urto him, and fer him in the midit of 
them, and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whoſocver 
therefore ſhall humble himſelf as this little child, the ſame is greateſt in the 
kingdom of heaven d. Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little ones“. 

Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ft. Which 
of you having a ſervant plowing, or feeding cattle, will ſay to him by and by, 
when he is come from the field, Go and fit down to meat? and will not rather 
ſay unto him, Make ready wherewith I may ſup, and gird thy ſelf, and ſerve me, 
till have eaten and drunken; and afterwards thou ſhalt eat and drink? Doth 
he thank that ſervant, becauſe he did the things that were commanded him? I 1 
trow not. So likewiſe ye, when ye ſhall have done all thoſe things which arc 10 Nl 
commanded you, ſay, We are unprofitable ſervants 3 we have done that which W 
was our duty to dos. 


SECT. 11. His great example of condeſcenſton and humility, Alt 


Now before the feaſt of the paſſover, when Jeſus knew that his hour was 1001 
come, that he ſhould depart out of this world unto the Father; having loved his 
own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. And ſupper being 
ended *, he riſeth, and laid aſide his garments, and took a towel and girded him- 
elf; after that he poureth water into a baſon, and began to waſh the diſciples 
fect, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded d. So after he 
had waſhed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was ſet down again, he 
ſaid unto them, Know ye what I have done unto you? Ye call me, Maſter and 
Lord; and ye ſay well, for fo Iam. If I then, your Lord and Maſter, have 
waſhed your feet, ye alſo ought to waſh one another's feet: For I have given 
you an example, that ye ſhould do as J have done to you ©. Take my yoke up- 
on you, and learn of me; for I am meck and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find 
reſt unto your ſouls 4, | 

Let this mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ; who being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made himſelf 
0 1:0 reputation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in the 
ixencls of men; and being tound in faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and 


became obedient unto death, even the death of the croſs. Wherefore God alſo (Fl f 
hach highly exalted him ee. Il | 
4 A Ser. | | 

| 

Matth. zviii. 1,4. e Matth. zvili. 10. f Matth. v. 3. z Luke zvii. 7, — 10. | ' 

1818 

$11, ® Jolm xiii. 1, 2. b John xiii. 4, 5. John xiii. 12,—15, 4 Matth. xi. 29. . 
* Philip. ii. 5,—9. * See 1 Pet. ii. 21, 22, 23. 1s 
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SECT. 12. Fumility and modeſty enjoined by his apoſtles. 


CHARGi them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-mindeq 
nor truſt in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly F 
things to enjoy . Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted » 
but the rich in that he is made low » : For God reſiſteth the proud, but viveth 
grace unto the humble. Submit yourſelves therefore to God ©. Humble your- 
ſelves in the fight of the Lord, and he ſhall lift you up 9, Likewiſe, ye younger, 
ſubmit yourſclves unto the elder ; yca, all of you be ſubject one to another, 
and he clothed with humility, Humble yourſelves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time e. 

Thou ſayſt, I am rich, and increaſed with goods, and have need of nothing ; and 
knoweſt not that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked. TI counſel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayſt be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayſt be clothed, and that the ſhame of 
thy nakedneſs do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-falve, that thon 
may ſt ſee c. Put on therefore, as the elect of God holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another 5, 

Hath God caſt away his people? God forbid * ! I ſpeak to you Gentiles, in 
as much as I am the apoſtle of the Gentiles *. If ſome of the branches be broken 
off, and thou being a wild olive tree wert graffed in amongſt them, and with 
them partakeſt of the root, and fatneſs of the olive tree, boaſt not againſt the 
branches; but if thou boaſt, thou beareſt not the root, but the root thee. 
Thou wilt fay then, the branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in, 
Well, becauſe of unbelief, they were broken off; and thou ſtandeſt by faith; 
Be not high-minded, but fear *. 


SECT. 13. The humility of the apoſtle Paul notwithſtanding his great at. 
tamments, 


UN ro me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all faints, is this grace given, that 
I ſhould preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chritt *, For! 
am the leaſt of the apoſtles, that am not meet to be called an apoſtle, becauſc 
perſecuted the church of God, But by the grace of God I am what I am; and 


nis 
$ 12. 1 Tim. vi. 1. b James i. 9, 10. James iv. 6, 7. James iv. 10 
e 1 Pet. v. 5, 6. f Rev iii 17. 18. Col. iii. 12, 13. b Rom. I. 1. 
3 Rom. xi. 13, * Rom. xi. 17, —20- 


$ 13. © Eph, iii, 8. 


— — wv 
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his grace which was beſtowed upon me was not in vain ; but I laboured more 4. 
bundantly than they all >, ſerving the Lord with all humility of mind © ; yet not 
, but the grace of God which was with me 4, Not that we are ſufficient of 
ourſelves, to think any thing as of ourſelves ; but our ſufficiency is of God e. 
For I know, that in me, that is, in my fleih, dwelleth no good thing ; tor to 
will is preſent with me, but how to perform that which is good, I find not *, 
And theſe things, brethren, J have in a figure transferred to myſelf, and to A- 
pollos, for your ſakes ; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that 
which is written, that no one of you be pufled up, for one againſt another. 
\Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye believed, 
eren as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered ; but 
God giveth the increaſe. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth ; but God that giveth the increaſe “. 


SECT. 14.—Yet his ſpirited aſſertion of his own charader, and the dignity 
of his office, againſt the ſtrokes of calumny and detraction. 


Ir any man thinketh that he hath whereof he might truſt in the fleſh, I more : 
Circumciſed the eighth day, of the ſtock of Ifracl, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
n Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as touching the law, a Phariſec ; concerning zeal, 
perſecuting the church; touching the rightcouſneſs which is in the law, blame- 
el. But what things were gain to me, thoſe I counted lols for Chriſt *. Do 
ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man truſt to himſelf, 
that he is Chriſt's, let him of himſelf think this again, that as he is Chriſt's, 
ven fo are we Chriſt's. For though I ſhould boaſt ſomewhat more of our au- 
thority, I ſhould not be aſhamed : that I may not ſeem as it I would territy you 
by letters. For his letters (ſay they) are weighty and powerful, but his bodily 
preſence is weak, and his ſpeech contemptible. Let ſuch an one think this, 
that ſuch as we are in words by letters, when we are abſent, ſuch will we be 
alſo in deed when we are preſent, For we dare not make ourſelves of the num- 
ber, or compare ourſelves with ſome that commend themſelves ; but they. mea- 
\uring themſelves by themſelves, and comparing themſelves amongſt them— 
ſelves, are not wiſe. Bur we will not boaſt of things without our meaſure; 
but according to the meaſure of the rule which God hath diſtributed to us, a 
meaſure to reach even unto you. For we ſtretch not ourſelves beyond our mea- 
ure, as though we reached not unto you; for we are come as far as to you al- 
o in preaching the goſpel of Chritt > ; not boaſting of things without our mea- 


4 A 2 ſure, 
b x Cor, xv. 9, 10. e Acts xx. 19. 4 x Cor. xv. 10. * 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
Rom. vii. 18. e 1 Cor. iv 6. h g Cor. iii. 5, 6, 7. 


© 14, Philip. iii. 4,7. b 2 Cor. x. 7% 
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ſure, that is, of other mens labours; but having hope when your faith is in. 
creaſed, that we ſhall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly, 0 
preach the goſpel in the regions beyond you, and not to boaſt in another ma. 
line, of things made ready to our hand ©, Are they Hebrews? So am 1: Ar 
they Iſraelites? So am J: Are they the ſced of Abraham? Soam 1: Are they 
miuiſters of Chriſt? I am more: In labours more abundant, in ttripes «by» 
meaſure, in priſons more frequent, in deaths oft d“. 


SECT. 15. The complaints of the ſaints with regard to the proud, and thei; 
prayers for deliverance and protection. 


WHrzrEtrFoORE doth the wicked contemn God? He hath ſaid in his heart, Thon 
wilt not requite it. Thou haſt ſcen it; for thou beholdeſt miſchief and ſpite, to 
requite it with thy hand s. The proud have hid a ſnare for me, and cords; they 
have ſpread a net by the way-ſide ; they have ſer grins for me. Grant not, 0 
Lord, the deſires of the wicked ; further not his wicked device, leſt they cxalt 
themſelves b. Send thine hand from above, rid me, and deliver me out of gre: 
waters, from the hand of ſtrange children, whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity, and thcir 
right hand is a right hand of falſhood e. Let not the foot of pride come agzin! 
me; and let not the hand of the wicked remove me“. O God, the prou are 
riſen againſt me, and the aſſemblies of violent men have ſought after my foul *, 
Thine eyes are upon the haughty, that thou mayſt bring them down f. Lift 
up thy ſelf, thou judge of the earth; render a reward to the proud. How long 
mall the workers of iniquity boaſt themſelves? Let the proud be aſhamed; tor 
they dealt perverſely with me without a cauſe*, The proud have had me great- 
ly in deriſion; yet have I not declined from thy lawi, Be ſurety for thy ſcr- 
vant for good; let not the proud opprets me“. Thou haſt rebuked the proud 
that are curſed, which do err from thy commandments. Remove from me 1e- 
proach and contempt ; for I have kept thy teſtimonies!. Lord, my heart is not 
naughty, nor mine eyes lofty ; neither do I exerciſe myſelf in great matters, or 
in things too high for me. Surely I have behaved, and quieted myſelf, as à child 
that is weaned of his mother; my foul is even as a weaned child ®. I am poor 
and needy ; make haſte unto me, O God; thou art my help, and my deltverer, 
O Lord, make no tarrying a. Though I walk in the midſt of trouble, thou wil: 


rc 
2 Cor. x. 15, 16. 42 Cor. xi. 22, 23. 
5 15. Pſal x. 13, 14. b Pfal. cxl. 5, 8. < Plal. cxliv. 7, 8. 4 Pſal. 22x01. I. 
e Plal Ixxxvi. 14. t 2 Sam. xxit. 28. z Plal. xciv. 2, 4. b Pſal. cziz. 78. 
1 Plal. cziz. 51. * Plal. cxix. 122. 1 Plal. cxix. 21, 22. m Pal, CXXX 1j 3. 


2 Pfſal. Ixx. 5. 
Sce to tlus purpoſe 2 Cor, xi, and xii, chapters throughout. 


revive me; thou (halt ſtretch torth thine hand againſt the wrath of mine enc- 
mies, and thy right hand ſhall ſave me 9, 


Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us; for we arc exccedinnly 


thoſe that are at eaſe, and with the contempt of the proud? . Lord, thou haft 
heard the deſire of the humble; thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cauſe 


thine ear to hear; to judge the fatherleſs and the oppreſſed; that the man of 
the carth may no more oppreſs 1 #, 


Examples. 


* WE ſhall conclude this chapter with a few examples, which will ſerve to 
« ſhew the fatal conſequences of pride, and the ſolid benefits ariſing from hu— 
„ mility.“ 


« heart appears in his infolent meſſage to Ahab, recorded, 1 Kings xx. 3,—10. 
« Ahab's reply breathes another ſpirit,“ Let not him that girdeth on his harneſs 
boaſt as he that putteth it off.“ The mortifying diſappointment of Benhadad, 
* and the deliverance of the King of Iſracl are narrated, 1 Kings xx, 1 3 —z0.“ 


To the ſame purpoſe we might quote the daring pride of Sennacherib king 
© of Aſſyria. His blaſphemous meſſage to Hezekiah, the humility of the good 
te king in that juncture, the prediction of Iſaiah concerning Sennacherib, the 
„ deltruction of the army of the Afyrians, and the unnatural death of that 
* haughty monarch, are recorded, 2 Kings xvili. xix. chaps,” 


Tus fate of Herod, that proud perſecutor of the people of God, deſerves pe- 
« culiar notice, having his heart elated by proſperity,” Herod arrayed in royal 
apparel, {at upon his throne, and made an oration: The people gave a ſhout, 
ſaying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man: And immediately the angel 
of the Lord ſinote him, becauſe he gave not God the glory; he was eaten of 
worms, and gave up the ghoſt * . 

STRIKING 
o Pſal. cxxxvili. 7. Pſal. cxxiii. 3, 4. $ Plal::x. n 18. 


1 Kings xx. Il, b Ads xii. 21, 22, 23. 


The ſpirit of real humility might have been illuſtrated by many quotations, in 


* which the ſaints expreſs their deep ſenſe of depravity, guilt, and unworthineſs, and 


aut the ſame time their high ideas of the majeſty and condeſcenſion of God. But the 


greateſt part of theſe have been inſerted in the chapter on Repentance, Part V. 
chap. II.“ 


« 


10 


+ See the haughtineſs and deſtruction of Haman, in the 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th 
chapters of Eſther, 
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filled with contempt, Our ſoul is excecdingly filled with the ſcornings of 


“ In the cafe of Benhadad King of Syria, the pride and haughtineſs or his“ 


* 
o : 
It | | 
1 
# 14 
99 
. | 5 
: 
IT : ' 
: R 
' 
" : 
© 
[ \ 
LF 1 
4 
* 
7 
= i; 
: 1 
1 
: 
- 
| 
#2 17 
$4.44; 8 
fy : t 
* 
1 | 
BE 
. 
$16 
*4 . 
4. 


Li. 2” 
— 
— - 
„ 
* — 


I 5 = . 
— — — 1 
— 2 — — 
- — . — — — "2 * — 
— — — ꝶ——k— 4 x — 
— 
- — 


— — — — — 
* . 
— 2 ——_— —” — . DA. IA tos 


— _—  — — —  — — — — 
— - N 


r 2 


— —wow — —— —— — _ . — 
= — _ - — — 
ww — — - —— > - 
- — = 
- 


— 


— 9 
— — 


* 2 : — — 
— —ũ—— . Lo — 
— — — 
- | > 
—_ — * — — 


—— — — 


— — 


858 Of the PRECEPTS of GoD. Parr VI. 


© STRIKING 15 theſe examples are, we are {till more affected, when we find 
© remains of pride even in the beſt of men, and obſerve their hurtful conſe. 
© quences, Hezekiuh,whoſe exalted character is given us, 2 Kings xviii. 3.—7, 
Whom the Lord proſpered whitherſoever he went; ſo that he was magnificd in 
the ſight of all nations f. Even this Hezekiah rendered not again according to 
the benefit done unto him; tor his heart was litted ups; © theretore the divine 
& diſpleaſure was denounced againſt him.“ 


” 


&« Ox the other hand, the ſcriptures afford examples, even of wicked men, 
&« who, by humbling themſelves before God, have averted judgments, and ob- 
c tained deliverances, When Shiſhak king of Egypt was ſent againſt Reho- 
© boam on account of his impieties, Shemaiah the prophet came to him and his 
« princes,” and faid unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord, Ye have forſaken me, and 
therefore have I alſo left you in the hand of Shiſhak. Whereupon the princes 
of Iſrael, and the king humbled themſelves, and they ſaid, The Lord is righteous, 
And when the Lord ſaw that they humbled themſelves, the word of the Lord 
came to Shemaiah, ſaying, They have humbled themſelves; therefore I will not 
deitroy them; but I will grant them ſome deliverance, and my wrath ſhall not 
pe pourcd out upon Jeruſalem by the hand of Shithak *, 


THERE was none like unto Ahab, who did ſell himſelf to work wickednc; 
in the fight of the Lordi. The prophet Elijah was therefore ſent to declare, 
ce that dreadful judgments were impending over him and his houſe,” And it 
came to paſs, that when Ahab heard theſe words, he rent his clothes, and put 
ſackcloth upon his fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went ſoftly. And 
the word of the Lord came to Elijah, ſaying, Seeſt thou how Ahab humbleth 


himſelf before me! becauſe he humbleth himſelf before me, I will not bring the 
evil in his days “. 


N 


2 Kings xvil. 7. 2 Chron, xxx l. 25. * 2 Chron. xii. 5, 6, 7. 1 Kings xxi. 25: 
* 1 Kings xxi. 27 —29- 
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G | EY Di Os 


Of MEEKNESs, in oppoſition 10 WRATH. 


3zCT+» 1. Anger and wrath are indications of a weak and fooliſh mind. 2. 
Wherever theſe prevail, they always produce hurtful effects, and often iſſue 
in ruin. 3. Judgments are denounced againſt the wrathful. 4. Anger and 
wrath are diametrically oppoſite to the ſpirit of the goſpel. 5. Difſuaſives 
from anger, with exhortations and motives to meekneſs. 6. Meekneſs and 
gentleneſs are diſpoſitions eſſential to the chriſtian character. 7. The bright 


example of this virtue which is given us by our bleſſed Lord. 8. The hap- 


pineſs of the meck. 9. The complaints and prayers of the ſaints relating to 
the violent. Examples, 


SECT. 1. Anger and wrath are indications of a weak and fooliſh mind. 


E that is ſlow to anger, is better than the mighty ; and he that ruleth his- 


ſpirit, than he that taketh a city. A wiſe man feareth, and departeth 
from evil ; but the fool rageth, and is confident. He that is ſoon angry dealeth 
fooliſhly v. He that is flow to wrath is of great underſtanding ; but he that is 
haſty of ſpirit exalteth folly ©. Seeſt thou a man that is haſty in his words? 
there is more hope of a fool than of him. Be not haſty in thy ſpirit to be 
angry ; for anger reſteth in the boſom of fools*. The diſcretion of a man de- 
ferreth his anger, and it is his glory to paſs over a tranſgreſſion . A ſtone is 
heavy, and the ſand weighty; but a fool's wrath is heavier than them boths, A 
fool's wrath is preſently known ; but a prudent man covereth ſhame . Scorn— 
ful men bring a city into a ſnare z but wiſe men turn away wrath '. . 


OECT. 
51, Prov. xvi. 32. d Prov. xiv. 16, 17. © Prov. xiv. 29. 4 Prov. xxix. 20, 
Eccleſ vii 9. f Prov, xix. 11. t Prov. xxvii. 3. * Prov. xii, 16, 


i Prov. XRIx. 8, 
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SECT. 2. //herever theſe prevail, they always produce hurlful effects 
* . . . 7 
and often ifſJae in ruin. 


— 


- — — 


BETTENis a dry morſel, and quietneſs therewith, than a houſe full of facri. 
ſices with ſtrife*. Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a 
fool in his folly». The beginning of {trife is as when one letteth out water; 
therefore leave off contention before it is meddled with ©. He love thtranſpref. 
ſion, that loveth {trite ; and he that hath a froward heart, findeth no goods. 
An angry man ſtirreth up ſtrife, and a furious man aboundeth in tranſyretlions, 
He that hath no rule over his own ſpirit, is like a city that is broken down, and 
without walls . They that are of a troward heart, are abomination to the Lords. 
A froward man ſoweth {trite; a violent man enticeth his neighbour, and lcd- 
eth him into the way that is not good". An evil man ſecketh only rebellion; 
therefore a cruel] meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him. Only by pride coincth 
contention *, Hatred ſtirreth up ſtrifes; but love covcreth all ſins'. Go not 
forth haſtily to ſtrive, leſt thou know not what to do in the end thereof", 
Strive not with a man without cauſc®, A wrathful man ſtirreth up {trife ; but 
he that is ſlow to anger appeaſeth ſtrife s. A ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath; 
but grievous words ſtir up anger ?. It is an honour for a man to ceaſe from ſtriſe; 
for yielding pacifieth great offences“. 

Make no friendſhip with an angry man; and with a furious man thou {halt 
not go; leſt thou learn his ways, and get a ſnare to thy foul, Wrath is cruel, 
and anger is outragcous*. A brother offended is harder to be won than a ſtrong 
city; and contentions are like the bars of a caſtle u. As coals are to burning 
coals, and wood to fire; ſo is a contentious man to kindle ſtrife*, Surcly the 
churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the noſe bringeth 
forth blood; ſo the forcing of wrath bringeth forth ſtrife “. A man of great 
wrath ſh.ll ſuffer puniſhment ; for if thou deliver him, yet thou mult do it again”. 
Proud and haughty ſcorner is his name who dealeth in proud wrath *. Thou 
ſhalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge againſt the children of thy people b; tor 
wrath bringeth the punti hment of the ſword e. Wrath killeth the fooliſh man, 
and cnvy lay eth the filly ones, 
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Ster. 
C 2, Prov. xvii. 1. b Prov. xvii. 12. © Prov. xvii. 14. 8 Prov. xvii. 19, 20. 
e Prov. xxix. 22. 'f Prov. xxv. 28. 8 Prov. xi. 20. b Prov. xvi. 28, 29. 
Prov. xvii. 11. * Prov. Xiil. 10. Prov. x. 12. m Prov. xxv. 8. 
Prov. iii. 30. © Prov, xv. 18. prov. xv. 1. q Prov. xx. 3. 
r Eccleſ. x. 4. C Prov. xxii. 24, 25. t Prov. xxvii. 4. u Prov. xviil. 19. 
* Prov. xxvi. 21. y Prov. xxx. 33. * Prov, xix. 19. Prov. xi. 24. 


b Lev. xix. 18. Job xix. 29. d Job v. 2. 
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SECT. 3. Fudgments are denounced againſt the wrathful, 


Tavs ſaith the Lord, for three tranſgreſſions of Edom, and for tour I will 
not turn awy the puniſhment thereof; becauſe he did purſue his brother with 
thc ſword, and did caſt off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and 
keep his wrath for ever“. Therefore asT live, faith the Lord God, I will even 
do according to thine anger, and according to thine envy which thou haſt uſed 
out of thy hatredd. The Lord hath broken the ſtaff of the wicked, and the 
ſcepter of the rulers, He who ſmote the people in wrath, with a continual ſtroke ; 
hc that ruled the nations in anger, is perſecuted and none hindreth. The whole 
-rth is at reſt, and is quiet; they break forth into ſinging ©. 


SECT. 4. Anger and wrath are diametrically oppoſite to the ſpirit of the 
goſpel. 


Tuis know alſo, that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall come; for men ſhall 
be lovers of their own ſelves, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, heady, 
high-minded* full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; without natu- 
ral affection, implacable, unmerciful » : Living in hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions* ; whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſs *. Their 
feet are ſwift to ſhed blood © ; waſting and deſtruction are in their paths. The 
way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings t. Of 
the which I have told you, that they which do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God 5, We ourſelves alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, ditobedient, li— 
ring in malice, and envy, hateful and hating one another“. But now you alſo, 
put off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice ; ſeeing ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds 1. Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, be put away 
from you, with all malice*, But if ye have bitter envying and ſtrife in your 
nearts, glory not; and lie not againſt the truth. This wiſdom deſcendeth not 
rom above, but is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh : For where envy and ſtrife is, there 
i confuſion, and every evil work . Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let eve- 
ry man be ſwift to hear, flow to 'peak, flow to wrath ; for the wrath of man 
worxeth not the righteouſneſs of God“. Grudge not one againſt another, bre— 
thren, leſt ye be condemned; behold, the judge ſtandeth before the doors. 


4B If 


$3. Amos i. 17. b Ezek xxxv. 11, < Iſa. xiv. 5, 6, 7. 


54 * 2 Tim. iii. 1, —4+ b Rom. i. 29. 31. © Gal. v. 20. 4 Rom. iii. 14. 
Rom iii. 15. f Ila. lix. 7, 8. s Gal. v. 21. b Tit. ili. 3. 
Col. iii. 8, 9. * Eph. iv. 3t- James iii. 14, 15, 16. * James i. 19, 20. 


James v. 9. 
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If ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not conſumed one of 3. 
nother*, Wherefore lay apart all filthineſs, and ſuperfluity of naughtincls, ang, 
receive with meekneſs the engrafted word, which is able to fave your ſqul: s. 
Aud mark them which cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them “. 


Sec T.$5. Diſſuaſives from anger, with exhortations to meenneſs, 


Now I beſcech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jcfus Chriſt, the 
there be no divitions among you; for it hath been declared unto me ol you, thy: 
there are contentions among you. And 1, brethren, could not [pe:k unto you, 
as unto ſpiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Chritt o. For ye arc 
yet carnal; tor whereas there is among you envyings, and ſtrife, and diviſions, 
are ye not carnal, and walk as men © ? For I tear leſt when I come, I ſhall not 
find you ſuch as I would,.and that I ſhall be found unto you ſuch as ye would not; 
leſt there be debates, envyings, wraths, ſtrifes, back bitings, whiſperings, fwell- 
ings, tumults a, doating about queſtions, and ſtrifes of words; whercof comet! 

envy, {trife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt mind; <. 
But fooliſh and unlcarned queſtions avoid, knowing that they do gender ftrifcs : 
and the ſervant of the Lord mult not ſtrive; but be gentle unto all men; in 
meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves f. For the kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoit ©, 


Let nothing be done through flrife and vain glory *. Do all things without mur— 


murings and diſputings ', ſtrifc, and envying *. Let us not be deſirous of vain 
glory, provoking one another, envying one another i, If a man be overtaken 
in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekncſ; ; 
conſidering thyſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted *. Let your moderation be known 
to all men; the Lord is at hand. Be ye angry, and fin not; let not the fun 
go down upon your wrath ®. Bleſs them which perſecute you; bleſs and curic 
not. If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 
Pearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather give place unto wrath ; for 
it is written, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, faith the Lord. Be patient to- 
ward all men., See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever fol- 
low that which is good Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the 
Gentiles, nor to the church of God”, Let us therefore follow. after things which 


make 
» Gal. v. 15. P James i. 21. 1 Rom. xvi. 1. 
„ Nee ide ie. b 1 Cor. iii. 1. © 1 Cor. iii. 3. 4 2 Cor. xii. 20. 
1 Tim. vi. 4, 5» f 2 Tim. 11. 23, 24, 25. 8 Rom. xiv. 17. b Phil. it. 3- 
i Phil. ii. 14. | * Rom. xiil. 13. 1 Gal. v. 26. m Gal. vi. 1. 
» Phil. iv. 5. © Eph, iv. 26, ? Rom, xii. 14, 18, 19. 4 1 Theſh, v. 14, 15 


* x Cor. X. 32, 
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make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another f; even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is, in the ſight of God, of great price“. 
The wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and caſy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without 
hypocriſy ; and the fruit of righteouſneſs is ſown in peace of them that make 
peace u. Therefore let us keep the feaſt, not with old leaven, neither with the 
ſcaven of malice and wickedneſs; but with the unleavened bread of ſincerity 
and truth “. 


3zcT. 6, Meckneſs and gentleneſs are diſpoſitions eſſential to the chriſtian 
character. 


BLESSED are the meek ; for they ſhall inherit the carth *, Bleſſed are the | 
merciful; for they ſhall obtain mercy *. Bleſſed are the peace- makers; for they #1408 
hall be called the children of God. Ye have heard, that it was ſaid by them * WILLS 
of 01d time, Thou ſhalt not kill; and whoſoever ſhall kill, ſhall be in danger ot 1 3 
the judgment, But I ſay unto you, That whoſoe ver is angry with his brother, 
without a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the judgment; and whoſoever ſhall ſay to 
his brother, Raca, ſhall be in danger of the council ; but whoſoever ſhall ſay, 
Thou fool, ſhall be in danger of hell-fire 4. Come unto me ye that labour, and 
arc heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me; for I am meck and lowly in heart; and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls ©, 

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy, and beloved, bowels of mercies, il 
kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; forbearing one another, 
torgiving one another ; if any man have a quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt 
forgave you, ſo allo do ye. And above all theſe things put on charity, 
wich is the bond of perfectneſs t. Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind; doth 
not behave itſelf unſeemly, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil®, beareth all 
things, endureth all things“. Follow after righteouſneſs, patience, meekneſs i, 
charity, peace with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart * ; ſhewing all 1 
neckneſs unto all men. Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are call- | | [ 

| | 
| 

| 
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ed; with all lowlineſs and meckneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace *. 
And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even 
% God for Chrilt's ſake hath forgiven you ®, 
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4 5 2 SECT, ll 
1} 
Rom. xiv, 19. * Pet iii. 4. * James iii. 17, 18. = Cr. v. 8 41 
I. 
$6. Match. v. 5. b Matth. v. 7. e Matth. v 9. + BI. >; 25.09; | * 
. zl. a, „% | f Col li. 12, 1% % 1 Cor. il. 4, 4 I Cor. xiii, 7. 1110 
1 Tim. vi. 11. k 2 Tim. ii. 22+ i Tit. lil, 2. W Eph. iv. I, 2, 3. 1 
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SECT. 7. The bright example of this virtue which is groen us by our blef. 
ſed Lord. 


Fox even hereunto were ye called; becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leq. 
ving us an example that we ſhould follow his ſteps ; who did no ſin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth; who when he was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he ſuffered, he threatned not; but committed himſelf to him that judgeth righte. 
ouſly *. And when he had thus ſpoken, one of the officers which ſtood by, (truck; 
Jeſus with the palm of his hand, ſay ing, Anſwereſt thou the High Prieſt fo ? Je. 
fus anſwered him, If I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the evil; but if well, 
why ſmiteſt thou me“? Then cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with hit a 

great multitude with ſwords and ſtaves from the chief prieſts, and the ſcribes, 
and the elders, And he that betrayed him, had given them a token, ſaying, 
whomſoever I ſhall kiſs, that ſame is he; take him and lead him away ſafely, 
And as ſoon as he was come, he goeth ſtraightway to him, and faith, Maſter, 
Maſter, and kiſſed him : But Jeſus ſaid unto him, Judas, Betrayeſt thou the Son 
of man with a kiſs©? And one of them ſmote the ſervant of the High Prieſt, 

and cut off his right ear. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Suffer ye thus far, And 
he touched his ear, and healed him 4. And the Samaritans did not re- 
ceive him, becauſe his face was as though he would go to Jeruſalem, And 
when his diſciples James and John ſaw this, they ſaid, Lord, Wilt thou that 
we command fire to come down from heaven, and conſume them, even as 
Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked them, and ſaid, Ye know not what 
manner of ſpirit ye are of ; for the Son of man is not come to deſtroy men's 
lives, but to ſave theme. That it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
Efaias the prophet, ſaying, Behold my ſervant whom I have choſen, my be— 
loved in whom my ſoul is well pleaſed ; he ſhall not ſtrive, nor cry, neither 
{hall any man hear his voice in the ſtreets ; a bruiſed reed ſhall he not break, and 
ſmoking flax ſhall he not quench, till he ſend forth judgment unto victory t. 


SECT. 8. The happineſs of the meek, 


Co ux ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 
What man is he that deſireth life, and loveth many days, that he may ſee good? 
Depart from evil, and do good; ſeek peace, and purſue it *. Reſt in the Lord, and 

walt 


$ 7. * 1 Pet. ii. 21, 22, 23- John xviii. 22, 23. © Mark xiv. 43—45. with Luke xxli. 48. 4 Luke Ni. 50, 5t+ 
© Luke ix, 53.56. Matth. all, 17, —20. 


$ 8, « Pſal, xxxiv. Il, 12; 14. 
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wait patiently for him. Ceaſe from anger, and forſake wrath ; fret not thyſelf in 
any wiſe to do evil >, For the meek ſhall inherit the earth; and ſhall delight 
themſelves in the abundance of peace ©. Good and upright is the Lord; therefore 
will he teach ſinners in the way g. The Lord lifteth up the meek ; he 
ealteth the wicked down to the ground ®. For the Lord taketh pleaſure in his 
cople ; he will beautify the mcek with ſalvation f. Seek the Lord, all ye 
meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; ſeck righteouſneſs, ſeck 
meekneſs . The meek ſhall increaſe their joy in the Lord “. : 


SECT. 9. Complaints and prayers of the ſaints relating to the violent: 


O Lok p, how long ſhall I cry, and thou wilt not hear? even cry unto thee 
violence, and thou wilt not fave! for ſpoiling and violence are before me; 
ind there are that raiſe up ſtrife and contention *, O that I had wings like a dove! 
for then would I flee away, and be at reſt. Lo then would 1 wander far off, and 
remain in the wilderneſs ; I would haſten my eſcape from the windy ſtorm and 
tempeſt d. Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty ; neither do | ex- 
erciſe myſelf in great matters, or in things too high for me. Surcly I have be- 
haved and quieted myſelf, as a child that is weaned of his mother; my ſoul is 
even as a weaned child ©. Deliver my ſoul from the wicked, which is thy ſwords, 
Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man; preſerve me from the violent man: 
Evil ſhall hunt the violent man to overthrow him ©. Surely the wrath of man 
ſhall praiſe thee ; the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain ** Thou ſhalt ſtretch 
forth thine hand againſt the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand hal! 


ſave mes. 


Examples. 


** SOME remarkable events, recorded in ſcripture, tend to illuſtrate this ſub- 
ject; by ſhewing the dreadful conſequences of anger and wrath, and afford- 
ing bright examples of meckneſs and patience.” 


** OF the firſt we have a very terrible inſtance, in the ſlaughter of the She- 

* chemites by the ſons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, which is recorded Gen. xx xiv, 
* 1, Oc. Their pious father could never forget their barbarity. When about 
* to die, he ſays,” Simeon and Levi are brethren ; inſtruments of cruelty are 
in 


4 Pſal. xxv 8, 9. e Pſal. cxlvii. 6. 


b Iſa. x#1x. 19. 


* Pſal. xxxvil. 11. 
8 Zeph. it. 3. 


„ Plal lv 6, », 8. 
t Pſal, IXxvi. 10. 


b Pſal. xxxvii. 7, 8. 
? Pſal. cxlix 4. 


© Pfal. cxxxi. 1, 2. 4 Pſal. xvii. 13, 


s Pal, cxxxviii. 7. 


$ % Hab i. 2, 3. 
* Pſal, Cxl, 1. 11. 
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in their habitations. O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; unto their 
aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united ; for in their anger they few a man, 
and in their ſelf-will they digged down a 0 Curſed be their anger, for it 


was ferce; and their wrath, for it was cruel : I will divide them in Jacob, and 
ſcatter them in Iſracl“. 


« Mosts the ſervant of God is honourably diſtinguiſhed by this teſtimony :" 
Now the man Moſes was very meck, above all the men which were upon the 
face of the earth bd, “Vet the eagle of Iſrael” provoked his ſpirit, ſo that he 
{pake unadviſedly with his lips . The firſt inſtance that we find of his wrath, 
«© wes on his ſeeing the Iſraelites worſhipping the golden calf, The cauſe of hi; 
© indignation was Juſt 3 but the manner in which he expreſſed it was evideuthy 
& wrong :” Moſes's anger waxed hot, and he caſt the tables out of his hands, 
and brake them beneath the mount d. “ The next inſtance of his anger was 
{© yet more diſpleaſing to God. When the people murmured for want of water, 
«© Moſcs took the rod, by the divine direction, and faid, in too great heat o- 
„ temper,“ Hear now, ye rebels; Muſt we fetch you water out of thi, 
rock ? And Moſes lift up his hand, and with his rod he {mote the rock twice: 
And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, Becauſe ye believed me not to ſanc- 


tify me in the eyes of the children of Iſrael, therefore ye ſhall not bring this con. 
greyation into the land which I have given theme. 


© Tur anger of David, kindled by the churliſh diſpoſition of Nabal, had !. 
© molt ſuddenly impelled him to perpetrate a moſt horrid crime, in maſſacring 
« all the males of the houſe of Nabal. The prudence of Abigail prevented the 
„ thedding of innocent blood, 1 Sam. xxv. 4,—31., On which occalion,” 
he jaid to Abigail, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, and bleſſed be thy advice, 
and blefied be thou, who haſt kept me this day from coming to ſhed blood, aud 
from avenging myſelf with mine own hand *, 


% TaERE is ſomewhat terrible in the wrath of the people of Ifſracl apainf 


& the tribe of Judah :' Ye have ſlain them (ſaid Oded to the Ifraclites) in 2 
rage that reacheth up unto heaven #, 


« On mult feel the utmoſt horror in reflecting on that degree of crucl wrati 
© which filled the ſoul of the proud Haman, becauſc'“ Mordecai bowed not, her 
did him reverence, Then was Haman full of wrath, and he thought ſcorn to 


lay hands on Mordecai alone; wheretore Haman ſought to deſtroy all the Je» 
throughout the whole Kingdom of Ahaſucrus ® 5 
HE 


Gen. xlix. 5.— 7. b Num xii. 3. e Pſal. cvi. 33. « Exod, xxxii. 19. 
Num. xx. 10,121 11 Sam. xxv. 32, 33. 5 2 Chron. xxvIil. 9. Þ Eſther iii. 3 ö. 
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« Txz moſt criminal wrath ſometimes covers itſelf with an appearance of re» 
ligious zeal, Thus it was, that the indignant wrath of the chicf prieſts, 
ſcribes, and phariſees, againſt the Son of God, was diſguiſed, Yea the very 
« diſciples of our Lord were ready to deceive themſelves in this manner, as WC 
read in the ix“ chapter of Luke's Goſpel.” 


* 
* 


- 
| 


* 


„It is in the perſon of the Son of God that this excellency appears with div ino 
„ luſtre. When he was led to his crucifixion,” there followed him a great mul- 
titude of people, and of women, which alſo bewailed and lamented him. Bur 
Jetus turning to them, ſaid, Daughters of Jeruſalem, Weep not for me, but 
weep for yourſelves, and for your children: For behold the days are coming, 
in the which they ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are the barren, and the wombs that never 
bare, and the paps which never gave ſuck . And when they were come to the 
place which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, Then ſaid Jeſus, Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do“. 


Moss has been mentioned as a pattern of meekneſs, but ſubject to failings, 


Tux apoſtle Jude gives us ſome idea of the meekneſs and gentlencts of 
„ heavenly ſpirits, when he tells us, That” Michael the archangel, when con— 
tending with the devil, he diſputed about the body of Moſes, durſt not bring 
xainſt him a railing accuſation ; but ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee !, 


B 


Luke xxiui. 27, 28, 29. * Lnke xxill. 33, 34» Juda 9. 
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Of the PREcEPTS of Gon, 


G H ID! 


Of cheriſhing SPIRITUAL AFFECTION S, in oppoſition tg 
CovtToUusSNESS, and the LOVE of the WokLvu. 


SECT. 1. Covetouſneſs is an evil and hurtful diſpoſition. 2. All that the world 
can beſtow is uncertain and unſatisfying. 3. Death will ſoon ſeparate us 
from all the enjoyments of this mortal ſtate. 4. A vehement attachment to 
the enjoyments of this life, ſtands in direct oppoſition to a right concern tor 
our greateſt intereſt. 5. Covetouſneſs often iſſues in diſappointment and (or- 
row. 6. Judgments are denounced againſt the covetous. 7. The ſociety of 
covetous men is to be ſhunned. 8. Diſſuaſives from covetouſneſs, with ex- 
hortations and motives to ſeek for ſubitantial and laſting good. 9. The ex- 
ample of our Lord Jeſus. 10. The example of the apoſtle Paul. 11. Though 
covetouſneſs is ſinful, yet a moderate concern about our temporal affairs is 
neceſſary, and is expreſsly enjoined. 12. The ſentiments and prayers of the 
ſaints relative to this ſubject. Illuſtration by examples. 


SECT. I. Covetouſneſs is an evil and hurtful diſpoſition. 


HOU ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe, thou thalt not covet thy 

neighbour's wife, nor his man-ſervant, nor his maid-ſervant, nor his ox, 
nor his aſs, nor any thing that is thy neighbour”. *. Hell and deſtruction arc 
never full; ſo the eyes of man are never ſatisfied d. He that loveth filver {hall 
not be fatisfied with filver ; nor he that loveth abundance, with increaſe. Wen 
goods increaſe, they are increaſed that eat them; and what good is there to the 
owners thereof, ſaving the beholding of them with their eyes ©? The rich 415 
weilth is his ſtrong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit d. Labuui not 
to be rich; ceaſe from thine own wiſdom ©. He that is preedy ot gain troubicth 
his own houſe f, They that will be rich fall into temptation and a inare, and 
into many fooliſh and hurtful laſts, which drown men in deſtruction and peidi- 
tion : For the love of money is the root of all evil; which while ſome covered 


after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves through with na- 
ny forrows e. 


Ser. 


$ 1. Darn. b Prov. xxvii. 20. Eccleſ. v. 10, 11. a Prov. xviil. f. 
Prov. xxiii. 4. f Prov. xv. 27. © 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
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SECT. 2. All that this world can beſtow is uncertain and unſatisfying. 


VaniTyY of vanities, ſaith the preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 
What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the ſun® ? The 
eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the ear filled with hearing *, I the preacher 
was king over Iſrael in Jeruſaleme. I got me ſervants and maidens, and had 
ſervants born in my houſe; alſo I had great poſſeſſions, above all that were in le- 
ruſalem before me. I gathered me filver and gold, and the peculiar treaſure of 
kings, and of the provinces*. And whatſoever mine eyes deſired, I kept not from 
them. Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the 
{;bour that I had laboured to do; and behold all was vanity and vexation of ſpi- 
ric, and there was no profit under the ſun*. Then I returned and ſaw vanity 
under the ſun. There is one alone, and there is not a ſecond ; yea he hath nci- 
ther child nor brother; yet; is there no end of all his labour, neither is his eye 
atisfied with riches; neither faith he, for whom do I labour and bereave my 
ſoul of good? This is allo vanity ; yea, it is a fore travailf, There is an evil 
which I have ſeen under the ſun, and it is common among men. A man to 
whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing 
for his ſoul of all that he deſireth; yet God giveth him not power to cat there— 
of, but a ſtranger cateth it; this is vanity, and it is an evil diſeaſes, He that 
haſteth to be rich hath an evil eye; and conſidereth not that poverty ſhall come 
upon him®, Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly 
make themſelves wings, they fly away as an eagle towards heaven !, 


SE cr. 3. Death will ſoon ſeparate us from all the enjoyments of this mor- 
tal /tate. 


TatRE is a ſore evil which I have ſeen under the ſun, namely, riches kept 
for the owners thereof to their hurt. But thoſe riches periſh by evil travail. As 
he came forth of his mother's womb, naked ſhall he return, to go as he came; 
and (hall take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand *, 
And this alſo is a ſore evil, that in all points as he came, fo ſhall he go; and what 
protit hath he that hath laboured for the wind“? Treaſures of wickedneſs pro- 
lit nothing *. For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, 
when God taketh away his foul? Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh 


4 C upon 
$2. * Fccleſ. i. 2, 3. b Eccleſ. i, 8. Eccleſ. i. 12. Eccleſ ii. 7, 8. 
4 Ecclef. ii. 10, 11. t Eccleſ. iv. 7, 3. s Eccleſ. vi. 1, 2. d Prov. XXViii, 22. 


Prov. xxili. 5. 


983. Eccleſ, v. 13, 14, 15. “ Eccleſ, v. 16. © Prov. x. 2. 
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upon him? The rich man ſhall lie down, but he ſhall not be gathered; he ©. 
peneth his eyes, and he is not. They ſpend their days in wealth, and in 3 mo- 
ment go don to the grave f; with kings and counſellors of the earth, which 
built deſolate places for themſelves; or with princes that had gold, who tilled 
their houſes with filver :. There the priſoners reſt together, th ey hear not t 
voice of the oppreſſor ; the ſmall and the great are there, and the ſervant 15 15 
from his maſter“. The rich and the poor mcet together; the Lord is the 14 
ker ot them all!. 

The wicked boalteth of his hearts deſire, and bleſſeth the covetous whor: 11 
Lord abhortreth k. He hath ſaid in his heart, I ihall not be moved; for 1 530 
never be in adverſity, But they that trutt in their wealth, and boait ten | 
elves in the mulcitude of their riches; none of them can redeem his Prot. 
nor give to Goll a ranſom for hi” ; that he (ſhould Rill live for ever, and ng: 
ſce corruption; for he ſeeth that wiſe men die, likewiſe the fuo! and the hr; 
£141 perlon periſh, and leave their wealth to others. Their inward thought i, 
that their houſes ſhall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all gencta— 
tions; they call their lands after their own names. Ne vertheleſs, man bc;;; 
honour, abideth not; he is like the beaſts that periſh. This their way is tlic. 
folly ; yet their oolterity approve their ſayings. Like ſheep they are Lid id 
the grave, death ſhall feed on them, and the upright ſhall have dominion over 
them in 7 morning, and their beauty ſhall conſume in the grave from thi 
dwelling *. Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his 
houſe is increaſed; for when he dieth, he ſhall carry nothing away ; lis glory 
hall not deſcend after hims®.. 

Take heed and beware of covetouſnels; for a man's life conſiſteth not in tf: 
abundance of the things which he olfeMeth, And he ſpake a parable unto then, 
fxying, The ground of a certain rich man drought forth plencifully ; and ls 
thought within himſelf, ſaying, What ſhall I do, becauſe I have no room where 
to beſtow my fruits? And he ſaid, This will I do, I will pull down my barns, ane 
build greater; and there will I beſtow all my fruits and my goods, And I Will 
to my ſoul, Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for many years; take thine caſe, 
cat, drink, and be merry. But God ſaid unto him, Thou fool, this night thy 
ſcul ſhall be required of thee 3 then whoſe ſhall theſe things be which thou hat! 
provided! So is he that layeth up treaſure for himſelf, and is not rich toward 
God?*, Sell chat ye have, and give alms ; provide RIES PO bags which was 
not old, a treaſure in the heavens which faileth not ; where no thief approach- 
eth, neither moth corrupteth 9, 

Therc 


4 Job xxvii. 8, 9. Job xxvii. 19, f Job xxi. 13. 6 Job UL 14, 15. 
b Job iii 18, 19. i Prov. Xxii. 2. * Pſal. x. 3. | 1 Pſal. x. 6. 


m Pſal. xlix. 6, 7. * Plal. xliz. 9, — 14, „ Pfal, xlix. 16, 17, ? Luke xi, 111. 
* Luke xii. 33. 


Ag. II. Of the Duties we owe to ourſelves as Members of Society, 571 


There was a certain rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
cred ſumptuouſly every day. And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
who was laid at his gate full of ſores, deſiring to be fed with the crumbs which 
£411 from the rich man's table, Moreover, the dogs came and licked his ſores, 
And it came to paſs that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into A- 
braham's boſom. The rich man alſo died, and was buried. And in hell he lift 
1p his eyes, being in torments; and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in lis 
boſom. And he cricd, and ſaid, Fathers Abraham, have mercy on me, and ſend 
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; 
or lam tormented in this flame. But Abraham ſaid, Son, remember that thou in 
ly life time receivedtt thy good things, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things; but 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented *. Wo unto you that are rich; 
fr ye have received your conſolation, Wo unto you that are full; wy ye ſh: a1 
under. Wo unto you that laugh now; for ye ſhall mourn and weep |, 

This] ſay, brethren, the time is ſhort ; it remaineth that both they that have 
irc, be as though they had none; and they that weep, as though they wept 
not, and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy as 
though they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this world, as not abuſing it; for 
the faſhion of this world paſſeth away. For we brought nothing into this world; 
and iz is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment, let 
15 be therewith contenu. Let the brother of low degree, rejoice in that he 
\; cx.i]ted ; but the rich in that he is made low; becauſe, as the flower of the 
ral, he ſhall paſs away. For the ſun is no ſooner riſen with a burning heat, but 
t withereth the graſs, and the flower thereof falleth, and the 3 of the taſhion 
af ir periſherh; ſo alſo ſhall the rich man fade away in his ways k. Go to now 
ye tl hat ay, To-day or to-morrow we will go into ſuch a city, 4 continue 
there a year, and buy, and ſell, and get gain. Whereas, ye know not what ſhall 
2c on the morrow. For what is your hfe? it 5 even a vapour that appeareth for 


2 :tle time, and then vaniſheth away“ 


SECT. 4. A vehement attachment to the enjoyments of this life, /tands in 
direct oppoſition to a right concern for our greateſt intereſt. 


LaBouR not for the meat which periſheth, but for that meat which endu— 
zeth unto everlaſting life, which the Son of man ſhall give unto you“. Lay not 
1 for yourſelves treaſures upon earth, where moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and 


a O92 | where 
Luke xvi. 19, —25. t Luke vi. 24, 25. 1 Cor. vii. 29, 30, 31. v Tim. vi. 7, 8. 
James i. 9, 10. 11. y James iv. 13, 14. 


$4. John vi. 27. 
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where thieves break through and ſteal, But lay up for yourſelves treaſures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
bre-+k through nor ſteal. For where your treaſure is, there will your heart be 
alla. No man can ſerve two malters; for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. Ye canno! 
ſerve God and mammon ©. And Jeſus looked round about, and faith unty hi; 
diſciples, How hardly ih ll they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God 
Ani the diſciples were aſtoniſhed at his words. But Jeſus aniwereth again uy, 
faith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that truit in riches, to er 
into the kingdom of God! It is eaſier for a camel to go through the eye of » 
needle, than tor a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. Aud they wer: 
aſtoniſhed out of meaſure, ſ:ying among themiclves, Who then can be faved 4? 
And Jeſus looking upon them, faith, Wich inen it is impotlible, but not wit! 
God; for with God all things are poſſible e. | 
And he ſpake many things to them in parables, ſaying, Behold a ſower wen: 
forth to ſow. And when he ſowed, ſome ſeeds tell f among thorns ; and the 
thorns ſprung up and choaked thems. He that received feed among the thorns, 
is he that heareth the word, and the cares of this world, and the deceittulncls vt 
riches, choak the word, and he becometh unfruitful “. Take heed to yourſelves, 
leſt at any time your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs and 
the cares of this life. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, who 
made a marriage for his ſon. And ſent forth his ſervants to call them that were 
bidden to the wedding; and they would not come. Again, he ſent forth other 
ſervants, ſaying, Tell them which are bidden, Bchold I have prepared my din- 
ner; my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready; come unto 
the marriage, But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, 
and another to his merchandize; and the remnant took his ſervants, andintreat- 
ed them ſpitefully, and ſlew them. But when the king heard thereof he was 
wroth; and he ſent forth his armies, and deſtroyed theſe murderers, and burnt 
up their city *. 
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the luſt of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world. And the world paſſeth away and the luſt 
thereof; but he that doth the will of God abideth forever !, Mortify therctorc 
your members which are upon the earth;. inordinate affection, evil concupiſcence, 


and covetouſneſs, which is idolatry *. 
SECT. 


> Matth. vi. 19, 20, 21. Matth. vi. 24. 4 Mark x. 23,.—26. e Mark x. 27. 
1 Matth. xiii. 3, 4. r Matth. xiii. 7. h Matth. xili. 22. Luke xxl. 34 
* Matth. xli. 2 —7. J 1 John ii. 155 16, 37% ® Col, ili. 5. 
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SECT. 5. Covetouſneſs often iſſues in diſ1ppointment and ſorrow, 


Wu the wicked ſpring as the graſs, and when all the workers of iniquity 
do Houriſh ; it is that they ſhall be deſtroyed forever *. This is the portion of a 
7.cacd man with God, and the heritage of oppreſſors, which they ſhall reccive 
of che Almighty > ; though he heap up ſilver as the duſt, and prepare raiment 
a the clay; he may prepare it, but the juſt ſhall pat it on, and the innocent 
{1:11 divide the ſilver?. And the wealth of the ſinner is laid up for the juſt 4, Ile 
hath ſwallowed up riches, and he {hall voinit them up ag in; God thull caſt them 
oar of his belly *. That which he laboured for ſhall he reſtore, and ſhall not 
'\yallow it downf, In the fulneſs of his ſufficiency ſhall he be in ſtraits. When 
he is about to fill his belly, God ſhall caſt the fury of his wrath upon him, and 
{hall rain it upon him while he is cating *. Lo this is the man that made not God 
[ts ſtrength; but truſted in the abundance of his riches, and ſtrengthned him— 
ſelt in his wickedneſs*. Go to now, ye rich men, weep and how! for your mi— 
ſcries that ſhall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are moth eaten; your gold and ſilver is cankered; and the ruſt of them ſhall be 
1 witneſs againſt you, and ſhall cat your fleſh as it were fire*, 


SECT. 6. Fudgments are denounced againſt the covetous, 


ErHRAIM feedeth on wind, and followeth after the eaſt wind; he daily 
ncreaſeth lies*. For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and ſmote 
tim; Ihid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his 
cart d. O ye ſons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into ſhame ? How 
ong will ye love vanity, and ſeek after leaſing ©? Wo unto them that join houſe to 
houſe, that lay field to field, till there be no place; that they may be placed alone 
in the midſt of the earth *. They covet fields, and take them by violence; and 
houſes, and take them away; ſo they oppreſs a man and his houſe, even a man and 
his heritage . They build up Zion with blood, and Jeruſalem with iniquity. The 
heads thereof judge for reward; and the prielts thereof teach tor hire, and the pro- 
phets thereof divine for money. The prince aſketh, and the judge aiketh tor 
a reward; and the great man he uttereth his miſchievous defire® Thine eyes 
and thine heart, are not but for thy covetouſneſs d. With thy wiſdom, and with 


thine 
$ 5. ® Pal. xcii. 7. b Job xxvii. 13. © Job xxvii- 16, 17+ 8 Prov. viii. 22. 
Job xx. 15. Job xx. 18. s Job xx. 22, 23. 1 Pfal. Iii. 7. 
James v. 1, 2, 3. 
$6, « Hol. xii. x, b Ifa. Ivii. 17. e Plal iv. 2. lays. 
Mcab ii. 2. ? Micah ili. 10, 11. s Micah vii. 3. Jer. xxil. 17. 
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where thieves break through and ſteal. But lay up for yourſelves treaſures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
bre k through nor ſteal. For where your treaſure is, there will your heart ho 
alta. No man can ſerve two maſters; for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other. Ye canner 
ſerve God and mammon?s. And Jeſus looked round about, and faith unto hi: 
diſciples, How hardly ih ill they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God 
And the diſciples were aſtoniſhed at his words. But Jeſus aniwereth again an! 
faith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that truit in riches, to cer 
into the kingdom of God! It is eaſier for a camel to go through the eye of 1 
necdle, than tor a rich man to enter into the kingdom ot God. Aud they were 
aſtoniſhed out of meaſure, ſ:ying among themiclves, Who then can be fave 4? 
And Jeſus looking upon them, faith, With inen it is impollible, but not with 
God; for with God all things are poſſible se. | 

And he ſpake many things to them in parables, ſaying, Behold a ſower wen: 
forth to ſow. And when he ſowed, ſome ſeeds tell f among thorns ; and the 
thorns ſprung up and choaked thems. He that received feed among the thorns, 
is he that heareth the word, and the cares of this world, and the deceittulncls ut 

* riches, choak the word, and he becometh unfruittul ®, Take heed to youilſelves, 
leſt at any time your hearts be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs and 
the cares of this life. The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, who 
made a marriage for his ſon. And ſent forth his ſervants to call them that were 
bidden to the wedding; and they would not come. Again, he ſent forth other 
ſervants, ſaying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold I have prepared my din- 
ner; my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready; come unto 
the marriage. But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, 
and another to his merchandize ; and the remnant took his ſervants, and intreat- 
ed them ſpitefully, and flew them. But when the king heard thereof he was 
wroth; and he ſent forth his armies, and deſtroyed theſe murderers, and burnt 
up their city &. 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world, If any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the luſt of the fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world. And the world paſſeth away and the luſt 
thereof; but he that doth the will of God abideth forever 1. Mortify therctore 


your members which are upon the earth; inordinate affection, evil concupiſcence, 
and covetouſneſs, which is idolatry *. 


SECT. 
> Matth. vi. 19, 20, 21. Matth. vi. 24. 4 Mark x. 23,.—26. e Mark x. 27. 
1 Matth. xiii. 3, 4. 1 Matth. xiii. 7. „ Matth. xiii. 22. Luke xxl. 34. 


* Matth. xzii. 2,7, 1 John ii. xs, 16, 17. u Col, iii. 5. 
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— 


SECT. 5. Covetouſneſs of ten iſſues in diſrppointment and ſorrow, 


Wu the wicked ſpring as the grafs, and when all the workers of iniquity 
io Houriſh; it is that they ſhall be deſtroyed forever *, This is the portion of a 
wi.ceaed man with God, and the heritage of oppreſfors, which they thall receive 
of che Almighty > ; though he heap up ſilver as the duſt, and prepare raiment 
a the clay; he may prepare it, but the juſt ſhall put it on, and the innocent 
un divide the filver*®. And the wealth of the ſinner is laid up for the juſt J. Ile | 
hath ſwallowed up riches, and he ſhall vomit them up ag1in ; God ſhall catt them | 
oar of his belly *. That which he laboured for ſhall he reſtore, and ſhall nor | 
allow it downf, In the fulneſs of his ſufficiency ſhall he be in ſtraits, When 17 
Lc 15 about to fill his belly, God ſhall caſt the fury of his wrath upon him, an 
{hall rain it upon him while he is eating. Lo this is the man that made not God 
his ſtrength; but truſted in the abundance of his riches, and ſtrengthned him— | 
{c]tin his wickedneſs*. Go to now, ye rich men, weep and how! for your mi— 11 11.4 
ſeries that ſhall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 1144 
are moth eaten; your gold and ſilver is cankered; and the ruſt of them ſhall be 1 | 

| 


- — — > 
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z witneſs againſt you, and ſhall cat your fleſh as it were fire“. 


SECT. 6. Tudgments are denounced againſt the covetous, 


— — — — CO oO 


— — — x —— — — 


ErHRAIM feedeth on wind, and followeth after the eaſt wind; he daily 1605 
ncreaſeth lies“. For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and ſmote i! 
tim; Ihid me, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his 
cart d. O ye ſons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into ſhame ? How 
ong will ye love vanity, and ſeek after leaſing © ? Wo unto them that join houſe to 
houſe, that lay field to field, till there be no place; that they may be placed alone i} 
in the midſt of the earth *. They covet fields, and take them by violence; and 
houſes, and take them away; ſo they oppreſs a man and his houſe, even a man and 4 
his heritage . They build up Zion with blood, and Jeruſalem with iniquity. The 
heads thereof judge for reward; and the prieſts thereof teach tor hire, and the pro- | 
phets thereof divine for moneyf. The prince aſketh, and the judge aiketh for | 
a reward; and the great man he uttereth his miſchievous defire® Thine eyes | 
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and thine heart, are not but for thy covetouſneſs, With thy wiſdom, and with ſl 
thine l 1 
1 
: 1197 
$ 5. «® Pal. xcii. 7. b Job xxvii. 13. © Job xxvii- 16, 1). 4 Prov. xiii. 22, | 
L © Job xx. 15. f Job xx. 18, s Job xx. 22, 23. b Pal. lii. 7. 


i James v. 1, 2, 3. 


N 

| 

$6, + Hol. ali. x. „ It. Iv; 15% „ Plal. iv. 2. 4 Ia. v. 8. 
Mcab ii. 2. ? Micah ili. 10, 11. s Micah vii. 3. d Jer. xxii. 17. | 
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thine underſtanding thou haſt gotten thee riches, and haſt gotten gold and ng 
to thy ticalures; and by thy "alt haſt thou increaſed thy riches, 
hou is litted up i; behold therefore | will bring itrangers upon tlice : the ter. 
11bic of the nations; and they ſhall defile thy brightneſs s. The time is 4 c, 
the day draweth near ; let not the buyer rejoice, nor the ſeller mourn : ; for wi 
is upon all the multitude thercolf, They hall caſt their filver in the itrew. 
and tlicir gold ſhall be removed ; their liver and their gold ſhall not be 40 Tr 
adeliger them in the day of the wrath of the Lord; they ſhall not ſati: ly iter 
ſouls, neither fill their bowcls; becauſe it is the iumbling block of their wiquity = 


7 E 
and thine 


ch 


SECT. 7. The ſociety of covetous men is to be ſhunned. 


THis know allo, that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall come, for men sh 
be lovers of their own ſelves, covetous, truce-breakers, tele acculers, trait 
being tilled with all unrighteouſnels, wickedneſs, covetouſnels, deceit o, from fich 
turn away. For of this ſort are they which creep into houſes, and lead wptive 
filly women laden with fins. And many ſhall follow their pernicious ways, b. 
reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of; and through covctoul: 


mes ſhall they make merchandiſe of you *; beguiling unſtable fouls; An hear: 


they have cxerciſed with covetous priCtices; curſed children; which have tor- 
{ken the right way, and are gone aſtray, following the way of Balaam the fon 


of Boſor, whe loved the wages of unrighteovinels*; yea ran greedily after the 


error of Balaam for reward f, For many walk, of whom I have told you often, 
-nd now tcl] you even wesping, that they are enemies of the croſs of Chrilt ; 

whole end is deſt: 'uction, whoſe God is their belly; and whoſe glory is in their 
NM une, who mind 8 things*. Men of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the 
truth, fuppoſing that gain is godlineſs; from ſuch withdraw thyſelf“. For ther 
thor ure ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly; and by good 
words, and fair ſpeeches, deceive the hearts of the ſimple l. But if our poſpel 
be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt ; in whom the god oi this world hath blind- 
cd the mind» of them which believe not *. I wrote unto you in an epiltle not 
to company with fornicators. Yet not altogether with the fornicators ot this 
world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters ; for then mult ye 
needs go out of the world. But now I have written unto you, not to Keep comp. 
ny; if any man that is called a brother, be a fornicator, or covetous, . an 

idolater, 


1 Ezck. xxviil. 4, 1 k Ezek. xxviii. 7. 1 Ezek. vii. 12. m Ezek. vil. 19. 
$ 7. 5 3 Tun. fi. 1, b Rom. i. 29. e 2 Tim. iii. 5, 6. 4 2 Pet ii 25 by 
7 7 4. 9 4 * k Tim. Vl, 5. 

* 2 Pet. ii. 14, 15. f Jude 11. e Phil. iii. 18, 19. l 


Rom. xvi. 18, k 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
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Joluter, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, with ſuch an one no not 
den !. For this ye know, thut no unclean perſon, nor covctous man who is 


! 


1 ;dolater, hath any inheritance in tl Htinydoa of Carilt and of Gol = #, 


+ 


dcr. 8. Diſſunſives from covtonuſueſs, with ex/irtations and motives to 
Seek for ſubſiantiol and laſtiiy wood, 


A FALTHFUL man ſhalt abound with bleſuags; but he that maketh liaſte to 
„e rich, all not be innocent“. There is that maxeth himſelf rich, yet hath no- 
things; there is that maketh himſelf poor, yet hith great riches “. How much bes— 
cr is it to get wiſdom than gold? and to get underſtanding rather to be choſen 
than filver © Better is little with the fear of the Lord, than great treafure, and 
u bie therewith®, Better isa little with righteouſgeſs, than great revenues with- 
ond right e. As the partridge ſitteth upon eggs, and hatcheth them not ; ſo he 
that oerterh riches, and not by right, ſhall leave them in the midit of hi; days, 
and at his end ſh ull be a foot. Better is a dry morſel, and quictnels therewith, 
than a houſe full of ſacritices with ſtrife s. Better is the poor that walketh in 
iz uprightacls, than he that is perverſe in his way though he be rich s. Better 
> a handful with quictneſs, than both the hands full, with travel and. vexation of 
{piriti, A little that a rightcou3 man hath, is better than the riches of many 
wicked; for the Lord upholdeth the righteous *®. For ſuch as be b'iefled of him 
all inherit the earth; and they that be curled of him, ſhall be cut oli. A woot 
name is rather to be choſen than great riches, and loving favour rather than til- 
vcr end gold ®, Dizited is the man that feareth the Lord; wealth and riche; 
all be in his houſe, and his righteouſneſs endureth for ever”, 

Tun fad Jeius unto his diſciples, It any man will come aſter me, let him 
ny himſelf, and take up his croſs and follow me. For whoſoever will H. ve li; 
es full loſe it; and whoſoever thall loſe his lite for my fake full nad it. For 
What is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the Whole world, and loſe lis own tou ! 
er what ſhall a man give ia exchange for his ſoul * PO The King ion of heaven i; 
e unto a treaſure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he nidethi, 
nd tor joy thereof goeth and ſelleth all that he hath, and buyeth that ticld. A- 
zun the Kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant-man ſeeking goolly peurls; 


7 
iO wen he had found one pearl of great price, he went and {ei all chat he 
| : had 


* 1 Cet. v. 9, 10,18; "® Eph. v. 5. 


+3. © Prov, xxviii. 20. b Prov. xiii. 7. © Prov. xvi. 16. 4 Prov. xv. 16, 
Prov. xvi. 8. f Jer. xvii. 11. * Prov, xvii. 1. „ Prov. X&v:1 6. 
i Ecclel. iv. 6. k P{al. xxxvil. 16, 17. I Pſa]. xzxzvil. 22. mw Prov. XXII. 1. 


* al. cxii. 1, 3. * Matth. xvi. 24, 25, 26. 


See 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 
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hal, and bought it?. Therefore I ſay unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
wit ye ſhall cat, or what ye ſhall drink; nor yet for the body what ye ſhall 
put on; is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the 
es of the air; for they ſow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
yer your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye much better than this?“ 
which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his ſtature ? Ang Way 
take ye thought for raiment? conſider the lilies of the field how they grob; 
they toil not, neither do they ſpin. And yet I ſay unto you, that even Sc. 
mon in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of thoſe, Wheretore if Gui t 
clothe the graſs of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the buen; 
Mall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? I hereforc take ng 
thought, ſaying, What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drink? or wherewitha! 
mall we be clothed 3? But ſeek ye firſt the kingdom of God, and his rightecuf— 
nels, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. Take thereiore no though: 
tor the morrow; for the morrow will take thought for the things of itſelf ; ſu. 
ticient unto the day is the evil thereof. The bleſling of the Lord, it muketl 
rich, and he addeth no ſorrow with it, By humility and the fear of the Lord arc 
riches, and honour, and life *. 
Now ir came to paſs, as they went, that he entered into a certain village; and 
a certain woman named Martha, received him into her houſe. And ihe had a 
ſiſter called Mary, which alſo ſat at Jeſus feet, and heard his word. But Martha 
was cumbered about much ſerving, and came to him, and ſaid, Lord, Dolt thou 
not care that my ſiſter hath left me to ſerve alone? Bid her therefore that the 
help me. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, Martha, Mirtha, thon art 
troubled, and careful about many things; but one thing is needful. And Muy 
hath choſen that good part which ſhall not be taken away from her“. 
If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above, whcrc 
Chriſt ſitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affections on things above, 
not on things on the earth“. Charge them that are rich in this world, ti 
they be not high-minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that the) 
be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate; yigg dp 
in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come, that the) 
may lay hold on eternal life. No man that warreth entangleth himſch wil 
the afflürs of this lite ; that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen him to be a {ol- 
dicr *. The Lord is at hand. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing, by 


prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your requeſts be made Know! 
unto 


? Matth xiii. 44, 45, 46 2 Matth. vi. 25, —31. r Matth. vi. 33, 34. c Prov. * 22. 
© Prov. Xxii. 4. v Luke x. 38,—42. x Col, ili. 1, 2. y 1 Tim. vi. 897 


* 2 Tun. ii. 4. 


Art, II. Of the Duties we owe to ourſelves as Members of Society. 577 


unto God d. And God is able to make all grace abound towards you ; that ye 
always, having all ſufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work e; 
and to remember the words of our Lord Jctus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſ— 
{ed to give, than to receive“. As we have therctore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men; eſpecially unto them who are of the houſhold of fiith*. For all 
ſeek their own, not the things which are Jeſus Chriſt's f, Let your converſation 
be without covetouſneſs; and be content with ſuch things as ye have; for he 
hath ſaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee s. Hearken, my beloved 
brethren, Hath not God choſen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heir 
of the Kingdom, which he hath promiſed to them that love him“? Godlineſs 
with contentment is great gain i; and is profitable unto all things, having the 
promiſe of the lite that now is, and of that which is to come. For all thinps 
are yours ; Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
or things preſent, or things to come; all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and 
Chriſt is God's“. He that ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered him up for us 
all; how ſhall he not with him allo freely give us all things *? But call to re- 
membrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured 
great fight of afflictions a: For ye took joytully the ſpoiling of your goods, 
knowing in yourlelves that ye have in heaven, a better, and an enduring fub- 
tance ?. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or 
ditreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay, in 
al! theſe things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us ?, 


SE cT.9, The example of our Lord Feſus. 


Ir came to paſs that Zeſus went through every city and village, preaching, 
.nd hewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And certain women, 
which had been healed of evil ſpirits and infirmitics, Mary called Magdalene, 
vat of whom went ſeven devils, and Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's ſteward, 
and Suſanna, and many others, miniſt red unto him of their ſubſtance “. And a 
certain ſcribe came, and ſaid unto him, Maſter, I will follow thee whithcrloever 
thou goeſt. And Jeſus ſaith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds df 
air have neſts ; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head“. 

Let this mind be in you which was allo in Chriſt Jeſus ; who being in the 
:vrm of God, thought it not robbery to be cqual with God; but made himſelf 


4 D of 
Philip. iv. 5, 6. © 2 Cor. ix. 8. Acts xx. 35. © Gal. vi. 10. 
f Philip ii. 21. t Heb. xiil. 5. „ Jamez ii 5. 11 Tim. vi. 6. 
* 1 Tim. iv. 8. 1 x Gor. iii. 21, 22, 23. m Rom. vili. 32. » Heb. x. 32. 
* Heb. x. 34. Rom. viii. 35, 37. 


*9. »Luke vill. 1, 2, 3. * Matth. vill. 19, 20. 
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of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made ip the 
likeneſs of mene. Though he was rich, yet for your ſakes he became poor; 

* . 5 , 
that ye through his poverty might be made rich a. 


SECT. 10. The example of the apoſtle Paul. 


Ye know from the firſt day that I came into Aſia, after what manner [ have 
been with you, at all ſeaſons. I have coveted no man's filver, or gold, or app. 
rel. Yea yourſelves know, that theſe hands have miniſtred unto my neceſlitic., 
and to them that were with me * ; not ſceking mine own profit, but the Profit 
of many, that they may be ſaved®. Even unto this preſent hour we both hun. 
ger and thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwellin- 
place, and labour working with our hands e. As poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things 4. For I have learned in whatſocve: 
ſtate I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abaſed, and] know 
how to abound. Every where, and in all things, I am inſtructed; both to be ful 


and to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer need. I can do all things throvy! 
» Chriſt who ſtrengthneth mee. 


SECT. II. Though covetouſneſs is ſinful, yet a moderate concern about 017 
temporal affairs is neceſſary, and is expreſsly enjoined, 


Ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jeſus * : That ye 
itudy to be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, and to work with your hands; 
that ye may walk honeſtly toward them that are without, and that ye may have 
N lack of nothing » ; providing ſor honeſt things, not only in the fight of the Lord, 
| but alſo in the ſight of men ©, For yourſclves know how ye ought to follow us ; 
Ji for we behaved not ourſelves diſorderly among you, neither did we eat any man's 
* bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travel night and day, that we 
might not be chargeable to any of you. Not becauſe we have not power, but 
| hl to make ourſelves an enſample unto you to follow us. For even when we were 
IM with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither ſhould 
te cat. For we hear, that there are ſome which walk among you diſorderly. 
working not at all, but are buſy bodies. Now them that are ſuch we command 


and cchort by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that with quietneſs they work, and eat 
| their 


e Philip. 11. 5, 6, 7. 4 2 Cor. vili. 9. 


$ 10. Acts xx. 18, 33, 34. b x Cor. x. 33. e 1 Cor. iv. 11, 12. 4 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
e Philip. iv. 11, 12, 13. 


$ 11, 1 Theſſ. iv. 2. b Theſſ. iv, 11, 12. 2 Cor, viii. 21. 
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their own bread d. But if any provide not for his own, and eſpecially for tho 
of his own houſe, he hath denicd the faith, and is worte than an infidel *, 

c 77 timent l ö the flit relative oc 
Cer CT 12 Le ſen iments an pray ers of the ſaints relative to this ſiibfect. 


DeLivESA my ſoul from the wicked, from men which are thy hand, O Lord, 
from men of the world which have their portion in this life, and who belly 


thou filleſt with thy hid treaſure ; they are full of children, and leave the reit of 


their ſubſtance to their babes*, As for me, my feet were almoſt gone; my fteps 
had well nigh flipped. Forl was envious at the fooliſh, when I ſaw the proſpe— 
rity of the wicked. Their eyes ſtand out with fatneſs, they have more than 
heart could with. Behold, theſe are the ungodly who proſper in the world, 
they increaſe in riches . When I thought to know this, it was too painful for 
me, until I went unto the ſanctuary of God; then underſtood I their end. Surc- 
ly thou didit ſet them in ſlippery places; thou caſtedit them down into deltruc- 
tion. How are they brought into deſolation as in a moment! They are utter- 
ly conſumed with terrors. As a dream when one awaketh; fo, O Lord, when 
thou awakeſt thou ſhalt deſpiſe their image e. Verily, every man at his bell. 
ſtate, is altogether vanity, + Surely every man walketh'in a vain ſhew ; ſurely 
they are diſquieted in vain; he heapeth up riches, and knowcth not who ſhall 
gather them. And now, Lord, what wait J for? my hope is in theef, Two 
things have I required of thee, deny me them not before I dic. Remove far 
from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches, feed me with 
food convenient for me; leſt I be full and deny thee, and fay, Who is the Lord? 
or leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the name of my God in vains. Incline 
my heart unto thy teſtimonies, and not to covetouſneſs; turn away mine eyes 
from beholding vanity ; and quicken thou me in thy way“. The law of thy 
mouth is better unto me than thouſands of gold and filver i. Therefore I love 
thy commandments above gold, yea above fine gold *. There be many that 
ſay, Who will ſhew us any good ? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countc- 
nance upon us. Thou haſt put gladneſs in my heart, more than in the time 


that their corn and their wine increaſed*. 


4D 2 Illuſtration 
v4 2 Theſſ. iii. 7,12. * x Tim. v. 8. 
3 12, * Pal. xvii. 13. 14. b Pſal. Ixxiil. 2, 3. e Pſal. Ixxiii. 7. 4 Pſal. Izxiii. 12. 
* Pfal. Ixxiii. 16,—20» t Plal. xxxix. 5, 6, 7 „Prov. xxx. 7, 8, 9. © Pſal. cxix. 36, 37. 


1 Pal, CXIX« 72. k. Pſal. cxix. 127. 1 Plal iv, 6, 7* 
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Illiiſtration by examples, 


'© To all that hath been quoted in this chapter, it may be added, that the ſeri; 
*© tures give many ſtriking inſtances of the fatal conſequences of aVarice, on 
** the one hand; and, on the other, of that noble elevation af mind, and herd 


'* ority to the world, with which real religion inſpires a devout Cab 805 


Tur indignation of God againſt covetouſneſs, is ſtrongly marked in the a 
* fair of Achan the fon of Carmi. He“ took of the accurſed thing, and te an- 
ger of the Lord was kindled againſt the children of Iſrael «. They were ſmit— 
e ten before the men of Ai, till Achan was diſcovered and made the following 
„ confcilion.” Indeed I have ſinned againſt the Lord God of Iſrael. Wh; I 
ſaw among the ſpoils a goodly Babyloniſh garment, and two hundred ſhekel, ot 
ſilver, anda wedge of gold of fifty ſhekels weight, then I coveted them and tot; 


them, and behold they are hid in the earth in the midſt of my tent, and the fi. 
ver under itd. “ The puniſhment inflicted on Achan we find recorded, Jol. 


vii. 24, 25, 26.” 


«© Tur character of the ſons of Eli, and their rapacious behaviour, (1 $1: 
ji. 12,—17.) provoked the Lord to ſend to Eli the dreadful meſlage record- 
«© ed, 1 Sam. ji. 31,36, and iſſued in the deſtruction of that whole fl.. 


LAT 156 Mk 


1 « Tre ſons of Samuel protited not by this awful example.“ His ſons walk 
Vi not in his ways, but turned aſide after lucre, and took bribes, and perveited 


HA jndement ©. It is probable, that they eſcaped not without due puniſhment, 

\ 10 4 : 5 , : 4 
{NM * ſince we find no more mention made of the houſe of that prophet in lioly 

q il es ywrit.”” 


© Anas's coveting the vincyard of Naboth, firſt led him to perfidy and 
| « murder; and at laſt iſſued in thote judgments on all his houſe which the pro- 
Il. „e phct Elijah denounced againſt that wicked prince, 1 Kings xxi. 1,— 24. 


— 


« Tux puniſhment of Gehazi, for his fraud and covetouſneſs, was fully mc- 

« rited, By one groſs lie he cheated Naaman, that generous Syrian; and, by 
. . x Hp OW AL 

„ another, he denied and endeavoured to conceal his crime.” And Eliſha 1. 


unto him, The leproſy therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave unto thee, and unto 
thy 


* Jolh, vii. f. b Joſh, vil. 20, 21. © I Sam, viii. 3. 
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thy ſced for ever. And he went out from his preſence a leper as white as 


uow . 


« THE molt terrible eflect of covetouſneſs that can be on any record, js, 
„ that of Judas Iſcariot, who“ went unto the chief prieſts, and ſaid unto them, 
What will ye give me, and Iwill deliver him unto you? aud they covenantcd 
wich him for thirty picces of ſilver. And from that time he fought opportunity to 
betray him ©, Now this man purchaled a field with the reward of iniquity ; and 
tiling headlong, he burit aſunder in the midtt, and all his bowels gulhcd 


Jo this evil ſpirit of covetouſneſs the apoſtaſy of Demas is imputed. He 
„is diltinguithed, Philemon 2 4. by the characters of the apoltle's fellow-labour- 
cr; but 2 Tim. iv. 19, he tells us,” Demas hath forſaken me; having loved 
this preſent world. > 


« Bur let us rather direct our attention to the noble examples of thoſe lia. 
« py perſons who through faith and love roſe ſuperior to all the trowns or flat— 
« terics of this tranſitory ſtate.“ 


« Tye patriarch Abraham gives an illuſtrious example of one that lived by 
faith, and not by ſight.” By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out in- 
to a place which he ſhould after receive for an inheritance, obeyed ; and lic 
went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he ſojourned in the land of 
promiſe, as in a ſtrange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Iſaac and Jacob, 
the heirs with him of the ſame promiſe; for he looked for a city winch hatn 
'oundations, whoſe builder and maker is Gods. 


Tur example of Moſes is no leſs remarkablc.” By faith Moles, when he 
was come to years, refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter; chuting 
rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pieutures oi 
in for a ſeaſon ; elteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than tile trea— 
lures in Egypt; for he had reſpect unto the recompente of reward®, 


* IT was this noble elevation of mind, that animated the devout Iſraclites in 
their contributions for the building of the temple. They” 
vice of the houſe of God, of gold five thouſand talents, and ten thoufand dratus; 


Fave lor the ler- 


and 


42 Kings v. 25, 27. e Matth. xxvi. 145 15, 16. As i. 18. 8 Heb. xi, E, 9, 2 
a Heb. Xl, 24z 25z 26, | 
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and of ſilver ten thouſand talents 3 and of braſs eighteen thouſand talents; +4, 
an hundred thouſand talents of iron. And they with whom precious ſtones were 
found, gave them to the treaſure of the houſe of the Lord, Then the people 
rcjoiced, for that they offered willingly; becauſe with perfect heart they of. 


fered willingly unto the Lord; and David the king alſo rejoiced with pro; 


oy . 


« Tur divine influence of the Chriſtian faith on the firſt converts, is not te 
e be omitted,” The multitude of them that believed, were of one heart, and 
of one foul ; neither ſaid any of them, that ought of the things which he pol 
leſſed were his own; but they had all things common. Neither was there an 
among them that lacked ; for as many as were poſſeſſors of lands or houſes fold 
them; and brought the prices of the things that were fold, and laid them down 


at the apoſtles feet; and diſtribution was made unto every man according as he 
had need. 


HK 


1 Chron, xxix, 7, 8, 9. * Acts iv. 32, 34, 364 


Of the Duties we owe to ourſelves as Members of Society. 


IV. 


Of the GOVERNMEN T of the TONGVU E. 


SEC T. 1. The government of the tongue, is at once of the greateſt impor— 
tance, and greateſt diſhculty, 2. Sometimes it is debaſed by flattery. 3. 
Sometimes it is abuſed by babbling, flandering, and exciting contention. 4. 
Sometimes ſhamefully employed in lying, deceiving, and injuring others. 
5. Sometimes in beuring falle witneſs, and in acts of perjury. 6. At other 
times in imprecations of evil, and in blaſphemy. 7. All thele abuſes of the 
tongue are an abomination to the Lord, 8. We are therefore foulemnly cal- 
led to abſtain from theſe, and to make a proper uſe of the valuable faculty of 

9. Well ordered ſpeech is a real ornament, 

11. The complaints, prayers, 


ſpecch. 
may be made an inſtrument of great good, 
and purpoſes of the ſaints on this head. 


3ECT. 1. The government of the tongue is at once of the greateſt inihort— 
ance and greateſt difficulty. 


F any man among you ſcem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, bu 
Jeceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain “. If any mu, ofen 
10! in word, the ſame is a perfect man, and able allo to bridle the whoie buy, 
Bu.ovld we pur bits in the horſes mouths, that they may obcy us; and we turn 
about their whole body. Behold alſo the ſhips, which though they be ſo great, 
ml are driven of fierce winds, yet arc they turned about with a very {mall helin 
whitherſocver the governor liſteth. Even fo the tongue is a little member, und 
boaltcth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire Kindleth! An: 
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity ; ſo is the tongue amongit our members, 
that deñleth the whole body, and ſetteth on fire the courle of nature; and it is ſet 
on fre of hell. For every kind of beaſts and of birds, and of ſerpents and things 
in te fea is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind ; but the tongue can no 
man tame ; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poiſon d. Therewith blcfs we 
God, even the Father; and therewith curſe we men which are made after the 
ſimilitude 


b James iii. 2,—8. 


$ 1. James i, 26. 


And 10. The tongue 
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ſimilitude of God. Out of the fame mouth proceedeth bleſſing and curſing, M 
brethren, theſe things ought not fo to be, Doth a fountain ſend forth at the 
ſame place ſweet water and bitter e? 

iſe that keepeth his mouth, keepeth his life; but he that opencth wide his 
lips, ſhall have deſtruction ?. In the multitude of words there wanteth not fin: 
bur he that refraineth his lips is wiſe s. The mouth of fools feedeth on fooliſh. 
neſs, He that hath knowledge ſpareth his words. Even a fool, when he bold. 
eth his peace, is counted wiſe ; and he that ſhutteth his lips, is eſteemed » man 
of underſtandipge. Whoſo keepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepcth his cn 
from troubles “. Should a wiſe man utter vain knowledge, and fill his bel 
with the caſt wind ? Should he reaſon with unprofitable talk ? or with ſpeech: 
wherewith he can do no good. A foul uttereth 1] his mind; but a wife nan 
keepeth it in till afterwards *. A man's belly ſhall be ſatisfied with the trui; ot 
his month, and with the increaſe of his lips ſhall he be filled. Death and life 
are in the power of the tongue; and they that love it ſhall ear the fruit thereof? 
In the lips of him that hath underſtunding, wiſdom is found; but the mouth, of 
he ſooliſh is near deſtruction “, 


SECT, 2. Sometimes it is debaſed by flattery. 


Ie that ſeith unto the wicked, Thou art righteous ; him ſhall the people curſe, 
nations ſhall abhor him. A man that flattereth his neighbour, ſpreadeth a net 
for his feet bd. Burning lips and a wicked heart, are like a potſherd covered with 
ler drofs. He that hatcih, diſſembleth with his lips, and laycth up deccit 
within him. When he f{pcakecth fair, believe him not; for there are ſeven abo— 
minations in his heart. Whole hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedneſs ſha! 
be fc ed before the whole congregation ©. A lying tongue hateth thoſe that 
arc alllicted by itz and a flattering mouth worketh ruin 4. If he come to ſee me, 
he ſpciketh vanity ; his heart gathereth iniquity to itſelf, when he goeth abroad, 
l;c iclleth it. All that hate me whiſper together againſt mes. They ſpeik ve 
nity evcry one with his neighbour ; with flattering lips and a double tongue do 
they ſpeak f. How long will ye imagine miſchief againſt a man? They on:y 
conſult to caſt him down from his cxcellency ; they delight in lies; they biel: 
with their mouths, but they curſe inwardly s. For it was not an enemy that 


reproached me; then I would have born it. Neither was it he that hated me, 
that 


© Tames iii. 9, 10, 11. 4 Prov. xili. 3. e Prov. x. 19. f Prov. xv. 14 
s Prov. xvii. 27, 28. d Prov. xxi. 23. Job xv. 2, 3. k Prov. xxix. 11. 
Prov. xviii. 20, 21. " Prov. x. 13, 14. 
. . . 72 0 
9 2. © Prov. xx1v. a4. b Prov. xxix. 5. Prov. xxvi. 23, —26, 4 Prov. xxvl. 20 


© Plal. xli. 6, 7. f Tal. zit. 2. s Pal. Ixii. 3, 4 


? 
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that did magnify himſelf againſt me; then I would have hid myſelf from him *, 
But it was thou, a man, mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance, The 
words of his mouth were ſmoother than butter; but war was in his heart: 1118 
words were ſofter than oil, yet were they drawn ſwords i, Let me not, I pray 
you, accept any man's perſon ; neither let me give flattering titles unto man : 
For ! OY not to give flattering titles; in ſo doing my Maker w ould ſoon take 
me away. He that rebuketh a man, afterwards ſhall find more favour than he 
that flattereth with the tongue !. Bread of deccit is ſweet to a man; but after— 
wards his mouth ſhall be filled with gravel n: Therere meddle not with him 
that flattereth with his lips *. He that ſpeaketh flattery to his friends, even the 
eyes of his children mall fail®, This is a rebellious people, lying children, chil- 
dren that will not hear the law of the Lord; which ſay to the ſcers, Sce not, 
and to the prophets, Propheſy not unto us right things ; ſpeak unto us ſmooth 
things, propheſy deceits “. They hate him that rcbuketh in the gate, they ab- 
hor him that ſpeaketh uprightly *. 


5E. 3. Sometimes it is abuſed by babbling, landering, and exciting con- 
tention, 


IIr that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth ſlander is a fool *, 
Surcly the ſerpent will bite without inchantment, and a babbler is no better. 
| The words of a wiſe man's mouth are gracious ; but the lips of a fool will ſwal- 
'ow up himſelf, The beginning of the words of his mouth is fooliſhneſs, and 
the end of his talk is miſchievous madneſs d. A fool's lips enter into contention, 
and his mouth calleth for ſtrokes. A fool's mouth is his deſtruction, and his lips 
are the ſnare of his ſoul ©. He that covereth a tranſgreſlion, ſecketh love; but 
ne that repeateth a matter, ſeparateth very friends 4. Where no wood is, there 
the fire goeth out; ſo where there is no tale-bearer, the ſtrife ceaſeth, As coals 
are to burning coals, and wood to fire, fo is a contentious man to kindle ſtrife. 
The words of a tale-bearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermoſt 
parts of the belly ©. An ungodly man diggeth up evil ; and in his lips there is a 
burning fire, A froward man ſoweth ſtrite, and a whiſperer ſeparateth chief 
friends t. Moving his lips, he bringeth evil to paſs *, A tale-bearer revcalcth 
ſecrets 3 but he that is of a faithful ſpirit concealeth the matter v. A naughty 
perſon, a wicked man walketh with a troward mouth. He winketh with his 


4 E | eyes, 
> Pfal. lv. 12, 13. Pſal. lv, 21. k Job xv 21, 22. 1 Prov. xxviii. 23, 
m Prov. xx. 17. » Prov, xx. 19. Job zvil. 5. ? Iſa. xxx. 9, 10. 
Amos v. 10. | 
33. Prov. x. 18. b Eccleſ. x. 11,.— 13. Prev. xviii 6, 7. 4 Prov. xvii 9. 


Prov. xxvi. 20, 21, 22+ f Prov. xXvi. 27, 28, Prov. xvi. 30, b Prov. xi. 13. 
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eyes, he ſpeaketh with his feet, he teacheth with his fingers. Frowardneſ 15 
in his heart, he deviſeth miſchief continually, he ſoweth diſcord 1. Violence 
covereth the month of the wicked *, For their heart ftudieth deſtruction, an 
their lips talk of miſchief . Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trutt 
ye not in any brother; for every brother will utterly ſupplant, and every neigh. 
bour will walk with flanders *. 


SECT. 4. Sometimes it is ſhamefully employed in lying, deceiving, and inju. 
ring others, 


Do ye indeed ſpeak righteouſneſs, O congregation ? Do ye judge uprightly, 
O ye ſons of men * ? A righteons man hateth lying; but a wicked man is loth- 
fome, and cometh to ſhame . A wicked doer giveth heed to falſe lips; and a 
liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue e. The wicked are eſtranged from the 
womb; they go aſtray as ſoon as they be born, ſpeaking lies %. He that hath a 
froward heart findeth no good, and he that hath a perverſe tongue falleth into 
miſchief ?. The words of the wicked are to lye in wait for blood; but the 
mouth of the upright ſhall deliver him f. The lip of truth ſhall be eſtabliſicd 
for ever; but a lying tongue is but for a moment 2. Go from the preſence of a 
fooliſh man, when thou perceiveſt not in him the lips of knowledge *, The 
words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit ; he hath left off to be wiſe, and to 
do good. They will deceive every man his neighbour, and will not ſpeak the 
truth; they have taught their tongue to ſpeak lies, Their tongue is an arrow 
ſhot out, it ſpeaketh deceit ; one ſpeaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his 
mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait k. Your lips have ſpoken lies, your 
tongue hath muttered perverſeneſs. None calleth for juſtice, nor any pleadeth 
for truth; they truſt in vanity, and ſpeak lies“. 

But unto the wicked God faith, What haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, 
or that thou ſhouldſt take my covenant in thy mouth? ſeeing thou hatelt in- 
ſtruction, and caſteſt my words behind thee *. Thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, 
and thy tongue frameth deceit. Thou ſitteſt, and ſpeakeſt againſt thy brother; 
thou ſlandereſt thine own mother's ſon n. What ſhall be given unto thee or 
what {hall be done unto thee, thou falſe tongue? ſharp arrows of the mighty, 
with coals of juniper *. Thy tongue deviſcth miſchief ; like a ſharp raſor, work- 
ing deceitfully. Thou loveſt evil more than good, and lying rather than to ſpeak 


righteouſnels, 
i Prov. vi. 125 135 14 * Prov. Xe 6. ? Prov, XXIV, 2. * Jer. ix. 4. 
$ 4. Pfal. Iviii. 2. > Prov. Xiii. 5. © Prov. xvii. 4. 4 Pſal. Iviii. 3. 
Prov. xvii. 20. f- Prov. xii. 6. Prov. xii. 19. > Prov. xiv. 7. 
3 Pſal. xxxvi. 3. * Jer. is. 5, 8. 1 Ila. lit. 3, 4. n pal. I. 165 17 


* Pfal. J. 19, 20. Pfal. cxx.· 37 45 
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righteouſneſs. Thou Joveſt all devouring words, O thou deccitful tongue. God 
ſhall likewiſe deſtroy thee for ever, he ſhall take thee away, and pluck thee out 
of thy dwelling-place, and root thee out of the land of the living e. The mouth 
of them that ſpeak lies ſhall be ſtopped ©, 

Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to fſeducing ſpirits, ſpeaking lies in hypocriſy, ha- 
ving their conſciences ſeared with a hot iron ©; and through covetouſneſs ſhall 
they with feigned words make merchandize of you l, From ſuch withdraw thy- 
ſelf*, For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deccivers, eſpecially they 
of the circumciſion ; whole mouths mult be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole houlcs, 
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy Jucre's ſake, One of themſelves, 
cven a prophet of their own, ſaid, The Cretians are always liars, evil beaſts, 
low bellics *. Theſe are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own luſts : 
and their mouth ſpeaketh great ſwelling words k. They are corrupt, and ſpeak 
wickedly concerning oppreſſion ; they ſpeak loftily. They ſet their mouth a- 
gainſt the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth”, Their teeth 
are as ſwords, and their jaw-tceth like knives, to devour the poor from the 
carth, and the needy from among men *. My foul is among lions, and I lyc even 
among them that are ſet on fire; even the ſons of men, whole tecth are ſpears 


and arrows, and their tongue a ſharp ſword *. 


SECT. 5. Sometimes in bearing falſe witneſs, and in acts of perjury. 


Taov ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour*. Thou ſhalt not 
raiſe a falſe report; put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous 
witneſs d. Keep thee far ſrom a falſe matter; and the innocent, and the righ- 
teous, flay thou not ©, One witneſs ſhall not riſe up againſt a man for any ini 
quity, or for any fin. At the mouth of two witneſſes, or at the mouth of three 
witneſſes, ſhall the matter be eſtabliſhed. If a falſe witneſs riſe up againſt a man, 
to reſtify againſt him that which is wrong d; and hath teſtified falſely againſt his 
brother; then ſhall ye do unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his 
brother*. Ye ſhall not deal falſely, neither lie one to another: And ye ſhall 
not ſwear by my name falſely; neither ſhalt thou profane the name of thy God t. 
Thou ſhalt not go up and down, as a tale-bearer among thy people; neither ſhalt 
thou ſtand againſt the blood of thy neighbour *®. Be not a witneſs againſt thy 


a E 2 neighbour, 
P Pal. Iii. 2,.—5. A2 pfſal. Ixlii. 11. r 1 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 1 Pet. ii. 3. 
© 1 Tim. vi. 5. Tit. i. 10, 11, 12. *® Jude 16. Y 'Pſal. Ixxiii. 8, 9. 
* Prov. xxx. 14. * Pſal. Ivii. 4. To 
$5, © Exod. xx. 16. b Exod, xxiil. 1. © Exod. xxili. 7. Deut. xix. 15, 16. 


Deut. xix. 18, 19. Lev. xix. 11. 12. s Lev. xix. 16. 
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neighbour without cauſe; and deceive not with thy lips d. A falſe witner; ſhall 
not be unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh lies thall perithi, A true witnels deli 
vereth ſouls; but a deceitful witneſs fpeaketh lies *. A man that beareth falle 
witneſs againſt his neighbour, is a maul, and a ſword, and a ſharp arrow ! A 
ungodly witneſs ſcorneth judgment; and the mouth of the wicked devot 
iniquity”, He that ſpeaketh truth, ſheweth forth rightcouſnels ; but a falſe Wit 
nels deceit”, Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverſe lips put jar 
from thee e. In tranſyreſling and lying againſt the Lord, and departing away 
from our God, ſpeaking oppreſſion and revolt, conceiving and uttering fro the 
heart words of falſchood, and judgment is turned away backward, and Jultice 
ſtandeth afar off; for truth is fallen in the ſtreet, and equity cannot enter, Ye; 
truth failech, and he that departeth from evil, maketh himſelf a prey ?, 


n 
Ireth 


SECT. 6. At other times in imprecations of evil, and in blaſphemy, 


Tuo ſhalt not curſe the deaf, nor put a ſtumbling-block before the blind?. 
Thou ſhalt not revile the gods“, nor curſe the ruler of thy people v. Curſe not 
the King, no not in thy thought; and curſe not the rich in thy bed-chamber ; 
for a bird of the air ſhall carry the voice; and that which hath wings ſhall te! 
the matter ©, 

There is a generation that curſeth their father, and doth not bleſs their mo— 
ther“. Every one that curſeth his father or his mother ſhall be ſurely put to 
death; he hath curſed his father or his mother; his blood ſhall be upon him s. 
Whoſo curſeth his father or his mother, his lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure daik- 
neſs t. | 

This know alſo, that in the Jaſt days perilous times ſhall come, for men ſhall 
be proud blaſphemers :. Wholoever curſeth his God ſhall bear his fin. And he 
that blaſphemeth the name of the Lord, he ſhall ſurely be put to death; and all 
the congregation ſhall certainly ſtone him; as well the ſtranger as he that is 
born in the land, when he blaſphemeth the name of the Lord, ſhall be put to 
death“. Behold the Lord cometh, with ten thouſands of his ſaints, to execute 
judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them, of all their 
ungodly deeds, which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard ſpecch- 
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es, which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken agaiuſt him“ And they {hall paſs through, 
hardly beſtead and hungry; and they ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe their king, 
and their God, and look upward k. 


St CT. 7. All theſe abuſes of the tongue are an abomination to the Lord. 


THESE are the things that ye ſhall do, Speak ye every man the truth to his 
neighbour, execute the judgment om truth and peace in your gates; and let none 
of you imagine evil in your hearts againſt his neighbour, and love no falle oath, 
fr all cheſe are things that I hate, faith the Lord *, Hear the word of the Lord, 
ve children of Iſrae!; for the Lord hath a controverſy with the inhabitants of the 
land, becauſe there is no truth nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 
By {wearing and lying they break out; therefore {hall the land mourn d. For 
Jeruſalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen; becauſe their tongue and their doings 
dre againſt the Lord, to provoke the eycs of his glory * Wo unto them, tor 
they have fled from me; deſtruction unto them, becauſe they have tranſgreied 
agent me; though I have redeemed them, yet they have {poken lics agaimit me; 
and they have not. cried unto me with their heart, when they howled upon their 
bed d. They be all an aſſembly or treacheron; men; and they bend their 
tongues like their bow for lies, but they are not valiant for the truth upon carth ©, 
And my name continually every day is blaſphemed f. Againtt whom do ye 
ſort yourſelves ? Againit whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongug? 
Are ye not children of tranſgreſlion, a feed ot falſehood ® ? Truſt ye not in ly - 
ing words, ſay ing, The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord arc thcic®, 
Behold ye trult in lying words that cannot profit Will ye {wear fallcly, and 
come and ttand before me in this houſe * ? Behold it is written before me, I will 
not keep ſilence, but will recompenſe your iniquities, and the iniquitics of your 
ſathers, which have blaſphemed me upon the hills“. Becauſe ye have [iid, Wie 
have made lies our refuge, and under falſchood have we hid ourſelves; there— 
fore the hail thall ſweep away the refuge of lies; and the waters ſhall overflow 
the hiding place'. And 1 will come near to you to judgment; and | will be a 
ſwirt witneſs againſt falſe ſwearers “. And 1 will bring the curſe forth, faith the 
Lord of hoſts; and it ſhall enter into the honle of him that ſweareth filſely by 
my name, and it ſhall remain in the midit of his houſe, and ſhall confume it“. 


Theſe 
i Jude 14, 15. * Iſa. viii. 21. 
£7. Zech viii 16, 17. b Hoſ iv 1, 2, 3. e IIa. iii. 8. 4 Hol. vii. 13, 14. 
Jer. in. 2, 3. f Iſa. lit. 5. e Iſai Ivii. 4. b ſer. vii. 4. 
i Jer. vii. 8, 9, 10. * Iſa. lxv. 6, 7. 1 Iſa. xxviii. 15, 16, 17. ® Mal, ili. 5. 
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Theſe fix things doth the Lord hate, yea ſeven are an abomination unto him. 
A falſe witnels that ſpeaketh lies, and him that ſoweth diſcord among brethren e. 
Lying lips are abomination to the Lord, but they that deal truly are his delight » 
The Lord ſhall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that ſpeaketh proud 
things. Who have faid, With our tongue will we prevail, our lips are our own, 
Who is lord over us“. 

Hear and underſtand; not that which gocth into the mouth defileth a man; 
but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man", Thoſe things 
which proceed out of the mouth, come forth from the heart \ſ; for out of the 
heart proceed falſe witneſs, blaſphe mies. Theſe are the things which defile 1 
man*. O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, ſpeak good things? for 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. A good man, out of the 
good treaſure of the heart, bringeth forth good things; and an evil man, out of 
the evil treaſure, bringeth forth evil things. But I ſay unto you, that eycry 
idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give account thereof in the day 
of judgment. For by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou 
ſhalt be condemned u. | 

I John ſaw the holy city, new Jeruſalem, coming down from God out of hea- 

ven *. And there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatſoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie. For without are dogs, and 
ſorcerers, and whoſoever loveth and maketh a lie*, The fcarful, and unbclic- 
ving, and all liars, ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimitone “!. 


SE cr. 8. We are therefore ſolemnly called to abſtain from theſe, and to 
make proper uſe of the valuable faculty of ſpeech. 


BLESSED is the man that maketh the Lord his truſt ;3 and reſpecteth not the 
proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide to liess. In the mouth of the fooliſh is a rod of 
pride; but the lips of the wiſe ſhall preſerve them>, Better is the poor that 
walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverſe in his lips, and is a fool ©. The 
wiſe in heart will receive commandments ; but a prating fool ſhall fall d. What 
man is he that deſireth life, and loveth many days, that he may ſee good? Keep 
thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile e. | 
Wherefore 


„ Prov. vi. 16, 19. P Prov. xii. 22, 4 Plal. xii. 3, 4. r Matth. xv. 10, 11. 
Matth. xv. 18. © Matth. xv. 19, 20. * Matth. xii. 34,—37. * Rev. xxl. 2. 
„Rev. xxi. 27. * Rev. xxii. 15, « Rev. xxi. 8. | 

£8, «* Pſal. xl. 4. b Prov. xiv. 3. © Prov. Nix. I. 4 Prov. x. 8. 


e Plal. xxxiv. 12, 13, 
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Wherefore putting away lying, ſpeak every man truth with his neighbour ; 
for we are members one of another *. Let all bitterneſs, and clamour, and evil 
ſpeaking, be put away from you with all malice #, Laying aſide all malice, and 
all guile, and hypocrilies, and envies, and all evil ſpeakings, as new born babes 
geſire the ſincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby *, Speak evil of 
10 mani. Speak nor evil one of another, brethren, He that ſpeaketh evil of 
his brother, and judgeth his brother, ſpeaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the 
law. There is one lawgiver, who is able to ſave and to deſtroy ; who art thou 
that judgeſt another“ Put off all anger, wrath, malice, blaſphemy, filthy com- 
munication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, ſeeing that ye have 
put off the old man with his deeds l. The law is not made for a righteous man, 
but for the lawleſs and diſobedient, for the ungodly, and for ſinners, for liars, 
for perjured perſons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to ſound 
doctrine *. Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that 
which is good to the ule of edifying, that it may miniſter grace to the hearers a. 
That we henceforth be no more children toſſed to and fro, and carried abont with 
exery wind of doctrine, by the fleight of men, and cunning craftineſs whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive ; but ſpeaking the truth in love, may grow up unto 
him in all things which is the head, even Chrilt *.. Not rendering evil for evil, 
nor railing for railing ; but contrariwiſe bleſſing; knowing that ye arc there- 


unto called, that ye ſhould inherit a bleſſing*. For J fear when come, I ſhall 


not find you ſuch as I would; leſt there be debates, envyings, wraths, ſtrifes, 
bickbitings, whiſperings, ſwellings, tumults; and leſt my God will humble me 
among you a. Know ye not that revilers ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God“; 
But fornication, and all uncleanneſs, or covetouſneſs, let it not be once named a- 
mongit you, neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, which are not 
convenient; but rather giving of thanks. 


SECT. 9. Hell ordered ſpeech is a real ornament. 


Dort not the ear try words? and the mouth taſte his meat *? Pleaſant 
words are as an honeycomb ; ſweet to the ſoul, and health to the bones d. How 
forcible are right words © ! The words of a man's mouth, are as deep waters; 
and the well-ſpring of wiſdom, as a flowing brook. The words of the wiſe are 


as 
f Epi. iv. 25. CT Eph. iv. 31. Þ 1 Pet. i. r, 2. i Tit, 111. 2. 
* james iv. rt, 12, 1 Col, ni. 8, 9. m 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. * Eph. iv. 29. 
» Eph. iv. 14, 15. P x Pet. iii. 9. 3 2 Cor. xii. 20, 21. * 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 
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as goads, and as nails faſtned by the maſters of aſſembliese. The heart of the 
wife tcacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips ft. There is gold, and « 
multitude of rubies; but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewels, The 
mouth of the righteous ſpcaketh wiſdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment ! 
The tongue of the wiſe uſcth knowledge arioht ', and a wholeſome tongue is a 
tree of life®, The mouth of a righteous man is a welh of life! ; in the lips 6f 
him that hath underſtanding, wildom is found *. By long forbearing is a Prince 
perſuaded, and a ſoft tongue breaketh the bones. The mouth of the Juit bring. 
eth forth wiſdom ; and the lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the ſeet of him that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith untoZion, Thy God reigneth ? 


SECT». 10. The tongue may be an inſtrument of great good. 


' Oprx thy mouth tor the dumb, in the cauſe of all ſuch as are appointed to de- 
ſtruction. Open thy mouth, judge righteouſly, and plead the cauſe of the poor 
and needy *®, Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart; thou ſhalt in any 
wife rebuke thy ncighbour, and not ſuſter fin upon him d. There is that ſpeaketh 
like the piercing of a ſword; but the tongue of the wiſe is health *. A word 
ſitly ſpoken is like apples of gold in pictures of ſilver. As an ear-ring of gold, and 
an 0104mcnt of fine gold, ſo is a wiſe reprover upon an obedient cars, A man 
ath joy by the anſwer of his mouth; and a word ſpoken in ſeaſon, how good 
site:? The tongue of rhe juſt is as choice filver f. 
Pxhort one another daily, while it is called, 'To-day ; leſt any of you be hard- 
ned through the deceittulneſs of fink. Warn them that are unruly, comfort 
the ſecble-minded, ſupport the weak“, reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
ſuffering and doctrine *. Let your ſpcech be always with grace, ſeaſoned with 
ſalt, that ye may know how ye ought to anſwer every man*, Let the word of 
Chritt dwell richly in you, in all wiſdom; teaching and admoniſhing one another 
in pſalms, and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord * ; that ye may with one mind, and one mouth glority God, cven the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ® ; holding faſt the faithful words, as hath becn 
taught; that ye may be able by ſound doctrine, both to exhort, and to convince 
the gainſayers *. 
SECT: 


e Eccleſ xii. 11. f Prov. xvi. 23. & Prov. xx. 15. „ Pſal xxxvil. 30. 
i Prov. xv. 2. k Prov. xv. 4. 1 Prov. x. It. m Prov. x. 13. 
D Prov. xxv. 15. Proy, . 31 32. P Iſa. lii. 7. | 
'$ 10. Prov. xxxi. 8, 9. d Lev. xix. 17. © Prov. xii. 19, 4 Prov. xxv. 11, 12- 
e Prov. xv. 23. f Prov. x. 20. s Hab. iii. 13. h 1 Theſſ. v. 14. 
2 Tim. iv. 2. * Col. iv. 6. Col. iii. 16. | m Rom. xv. 6. 
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SEcr. 11. The complaints, prayers, and purpoſes of the ſaints on this 
ſubject. ; 
h * 

IHE Ly, Lord, for the godly man ceaſeth; for the faithful fail from among the 
children of men. They ſpeak vanity every one with his neighbour ; with flacter- 
ing lips, and with a double heart do.they ſpeak*. There is no faithfulnels in 
their mouth, their inward part is very wickedneſs; their throat is an open ſe— 
pulchre, they {latter with their tongue“. They have ſharpned their tongues, 
like a ſerpent 3 adders poiſon is under their lips ©; which ſpeak peace to their 
»ciphbours, but miſchief is in their hearts?. Deliver me not over to the will of 
mae enemies; for falle witneſles are riſen up againſt me, and ſuch as breathe out 
cruelty. The mouth of the wicked, and the mouth of the deceitful are opened 
1-2intt me; they have ſpoken againſt me with a lying tongue. They compaſſed 
me about allo with words of hatredf, They ſpeak miſchief, and imagine deceits 
the day long; they laid to my charge things that I knew notes. The proud 
nus forged a lie againſt men; yea the abjects gathered themſelves together a- 
guntt me, and I knew it not; they did rear me and ceafed not, with lypocriti- 
„ mockers in feaſts, they gnaſhed upon me with their teerh ©, They ſpeak not 
de, but they devile deceirful matters againſt them that are quiet in the land. 
eu, they opened their mouth wide againſt me, and ſaid, Aha, Aha, our cyc 
14th feen it. This thou haſt ſeen, O Lord, keep not ſilence; O Lord, be not 
from me*. Deliver my foul, O Lord, from lying lips, and from a deceitful 
tongue !. Hide me from the fecret counlel of the wicked“; who whet their 
tongue like a ſword, and bend their bows to ſhoot their arrows, cven bitter 
words“. Send thine hand from above, rid me from the hands of ſtrange chil- 
den; whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity; and their right hand is a right hand of 
tillzhood 9, Artend unto me, and hear me; I mourn in my complaint and make 
4 noile, becauſe of che voice of the enemy; for they catit iniquity upon me, and 
u wrath they hate me?. Behold they belch our with their mouth; ſwords are 
in their lips; for who, ſay they, doth heard. For the fin of their mouth, and 
e words of their lips, let them even be taken in their pride; and for curſing 
ping which they ſpeak . Let not an evil ſpeaker be eſtabliſhed in the earth. 
Lt ihe lying lips be pur to filence, which ſpeak grievous things proudly and 
conrempruontly againſt the righteous“. His mouth is full of curſing, and deceit, 


4 F and 
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and fraud; under his tongue is miſchief and vanity *. Let them curſe, but ble. 
thou *. O Lord, thou ſhalt deſtroy them that ſpeak leaſing “. 

Lord, who ſhall abide in thy tabernacle ? Who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill! 
He that walketh uprightly, and ſpeaketh rhe truth in his heart ; he that back. 
biteth not with his tongue, nor taketh up a reproach againſt his neighbour ; he 
that ſweareth to his own hurt and changeth not *; Who hath not lift up his 
foul unto vanity, nor ſworn deceitfully *. Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto 
my cry, give ear unto my prayer that goeth not out of feigned lips o. I am 
purpoſed, that my mouth ſhall not tranſgreſs*, Remove far from me vanity and 
lies“. Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, keep the door of my lips *, 
Remove from me the way of lying f. Whoſo privily flandereth his neighbour 
him will I cut offs, He that worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell within my houſe; 
he that telleth lies, ſhall not tarry in my ſight *. J hate and abhor lying, but ty 
law do I love. 

Unto thee have I cried, O Lord, and in the morning ſhall my prayer prevent 
thee*. I will go into thy houſe with burnt offerings: I will pay thee my vows/, 
which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath ſpoken, when I was in trouble“. 
My lips ſhall greatly rejoice when I ſing unto thee; my tongue alſo ſhall talk of 
thy righteouſneſs all the day long v. I will ſpeak of thy teſtimonies alſo be- 
fore kings, and will not be aſhamed®. I will declare thy name unto my bre. 
thren; in the midſt of the congregation will I praiſe thee?, My lips ſhall ut- 
ter praiſe, when thou haſt taught me thy ſtatutes 2. Let my mouth be filed 
with thy praiſe, and with thy honour all the day“. I faid, I will take heed to 
my ways that I fin not with wy tongue, I will keep my mouth with a bridle 
while the wicked is before me., All the while my breath is in me, and the 
ſpirit of God is in my noſtrils, my lips ſhall not ſpeak wickedneſs, nor my tongue 
utter deceit * My mouth ſhall ſpeak of wiſdom; and the meditation of my 
heart ſhall be of underſtanding d. Accept I beſeech thee, the free-will offerings 
of my mouth, O Lord*. Let the words of my mouth, and the meditations of 
my heart be acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord, my ſtrength and my Redeemer?. 


My mouth ſhall ſpeak the praiſe of the Lord and let all fleſh bleſs his holy name 
for ever and ever“. 


Ter 
» Pſal. x. 7. * Pſal. cix. 28. 7 Pſal. v. 3, 6. z Pſa). xv. 1,4. 
« Pſal. xxiv. 4. b Pſal. xvii. 1. Pſal. xvii. 3. 4 Prov. xxx. 8. 
Pſal. cxli. 3. t Plal. cxix. 29. s Pſal. ci. 5. b Pal. ci. 7. 
1 Pſal. cxix. 163. * Pſal. Izxxviii. 13. Pſal. Ixvi. 13. m Pſal. Ixvi. 14. 
» Pfal. Ixxi. 23, 24. » Pſal. cxix. 46. r Pſal. xxii. 22. 1 Pſal. cxix. 171. 
7 Pal lxxi. 8. Pſal. xxxix. 1, Job xxvil. 3. 4. u Pſal. xlix. 3. 


* Pſal. cxix. 108. „ Pal. xix, 14. 2 Plal, cxlv. 21. 


ARTICLE III. 


Of the Dor izEs we owe to MANKIND. 


E 4: 


of Lo VE fo ow NEIGHBOUR, in oppoſition to M a- 
LICE, HaTRED, Envy, and the like. 


SECT. 1. To love our brethren of mankind is one of the moſt expreſs dictates 
of the divine law. 2. It is peculiarly enjoined by our bleſſed Lord. 3. With- 
out this we can have no claim to the character of his diſciples. 4. Charity is 
therefore ſtated as eſſential to the chriſtian character. 5. Exhortations and 
motives to mutual love and acts of beneficence. 6. The joy of the apoſtles in 
diſcerning the mutual love of the ſaints. 7. This truly chriſtian grace ur— 
ged from the view of our relations to Chriſt, and to each other. 8. The 
complaints, declarations, and prayers of the ſaints on this fubject. Examples. 


SECT. 1. Zo love our brethren of mankind, is one of the moſt expreſs dictates 
of the divine law, 


ND one of the ſcribes came andaſked Jeu, Which is the firſt commandment 
of all? And Jeſus anſwered him, The firſt of all the commandments is, Thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength, this is the firſt commandment. And the ſecond 
like, namely this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. There is none other 
commandment greater than theſe. And the ſcribe ſaid unto him, Well, maſter, 
thou haſt ſaid the truth; for there is one God, and none but he; and to love 
him with all the heart, and with all the underſtanding, and with all the ſoul, and 
with all the ſtrength, is more than all whole burnt offerings and ſacrifices *. Thou 
4 F 2 ſhalt 


2 le © Mark xii. 28,—33. 
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fhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart. Thou ſhalt not avenge, nor be: 
grudge againtt the children af thy people 5 but thou ſhalt love thy ncighbour 1; 
thy fcltb, The ſtranger that dwelleth with you, ſhall be unto you as one boch 
amongit you; and thou ſhalt love him as thy ſelf, For the Lord your God, i 
God of gods, and Lord of lords; he doth execute the judgment of the fetherletß. 
and widow, and loveth the ftranzer in giving him food and raiment 4, Lore ve 
therefore the ranger; for ye were ſtrangers in the land of Fpypt*. Am, 
that hath friend, malt ew himſelf friendly; and there is a friend that ſtick. 


an * 
- 


eth cloſer thin 4 brother. Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forſche 
note Heared ttirrcth up ſtrifes; but love covercth all fins*, Fret not thyſelf 
becauſc of evil doers; neither be thou envious againit the workers of INiQuity 
Go not forth haitily to {trive, leſt thou know not what to do in the end there. 
of, when thy neighbour hath put thee to ſhame*. Wrath is crucl, and anger 
is outragcous; but who can ſtand before envy !? Better a dinner of herbs whey, 
love is, than a ſtalled ox and hatred therewith”, Behold, how good, and hoy 
pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity, It is like the precioy 
ointment on the head, that ran down upon the beard, cven Aaron's beard, that 
went down to the ſkirts of his garments. As the dew of Hermon, and us thc 
dew that deſcended upon the mountains of Zion; for there the Lord comme» |- 
cd the bleſſing, even life for ever more. 


Sec T. 2. It is peculiarly enjoined by our bleſſed Lord. 


Evray kingdom divided againſt itſelf, is brouglit to deſolation; and ever 
city or houſe divided againſt itſelf, thall not ſtand *. Take heed that ye deſpite 
not one of theſe little ones, For I fay unto youÞ, It is not the will of your Fs 
ther which is in heaven, that one of thelc little ones ſhould periſh*. And who- 
ſocver ſhall give to one of theſe little ones a cup of cold water only, in the name 
of a diſciple, verily I fy unto you, he thall in no wiſe loſe his reward d. Verily 
[ ſay unto you, In as much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe, ye 
have done it unto mee. Wholoever ſhall receive one of ſach in my name, re— 
ceiveth me; and whoſoever ſhall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that 
ſent mef. | | | 

Be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt ; and all ye are 
brethren ® Bur he that is greateſt among you ſhall be your ſervant *, Thee 


things 
b Lev. xix. 17, 18. e Lev. xix. 34. Deut. x. 17, 18. Deut. x. 19. 
f Prov. xvili. 24. C Prov. xxvii. 10. b Prov. x. 12. IP eſal. xxxvil. 1. 
> Prov. xxv. 8. 1 Prov. xxvii. 4. P. . 17. » Pſal. cxxxili. 1, 
© 2. Matth. Xii. 25. b Matth. xviil. 10. c Matth. xviii. 14. d Matth. x. 42. 


e Matth, xxv. 30. # Mark ix. 37. 8 Matth, xxlil. 8. bd Matth. xxlii. 31» 
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things I command you, that ye love one anotheri. If the world hate you, ye 
now that it hated me beioe it hated you k, TI: they have perlecuted me, they 
will alſo perſecute youl, A new commandment 1 give unto you, That ye lo 'C 
one another; as 1 have loved you, that ye allo love one another *. Greater love 
Lach no man than this, that a man lay down his lite for his friends a. This is my 
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 1 fy unto 
you which hear, Love your enemies; do good to them which hate you; bless 
them that curſe you; and pray for them which deſpitefuliy ule you, and perſe. 
cute you?: That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heasen ; 
for he maketh his fun to riſe on the evil, und on the good, and ſendeth rain on 
the jult, and on the unjuſt. Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which 
is in heaven is pertect “. 


SECT. 3. ithout this we can have no claim to the character of his dif: ibles 


+0 A #8 


By this ſhall all men know that ye arc my diſciples, it ye have love one to 
another *. Now I beſeech you, brethren, by the name ot our Lord jeius Clirite, 
that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions among you ; bus 
that ye be periectly joined together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. 
For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, that there are couten- 
tions among you. And I, brethren, could not ſpeak unto you, as unto eiue, 
but as unto carnal © ; {or ye are yet carnal : For whereas there is amun; YOU 
envying and ſtrife, and diviſions, Are ye not carnal, and walk as mend! Now 
the works of the tleſh are manifeſt; which arc theſe, hatred, varlanc E, Emula⸗ 
tions, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, envyings, murders ©, debate, deccit, malignitz 
o! the which I tell you, that they which do ſuch things, {hall not inherit the 
kingdom of God ©, If ye have bitter envying and ſtrife in your hearts, glory 
not, and lie not againſt the truth. This wiſdom deſcendeth not from above; 
but is carthly, ſenſual, deviliſn. For where envying and ſtrife is, there is con— 
fuſion, and every evil work. But the wiſdom that is from above, is firlt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and caſy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits; 
and the fruit of righteouineſs is ſown in peace of them that make peace *, 
Grudge not one againſt another, brethren, leſt ye be condemned; behold the 
judge ſtandeth at the door ', He that ſaith he is in the light, and hateth his 
brother, is in darkneſs even until now *, In this the children of God are mani— 


felt, 
» John xv. 13. o John xv. 12. Luke vi. 27, 28. Math. v.44; 45, 43; 
$3. „John xiii. 35. b x Cor. i. to, 11. © x Cor. iii. I. a 1 Cor ili. 3. 
e Gal v. 19, 20, 21. f Rom. i. 29. e Gal, v. 21, b James iti. 14,—18. 


James v. 9. * 1 John ii. 9. 
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felt, and the children of the devil; whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is notot 
God; neither he that loveth not his brother i, He that loveth not his brother, 
ebiderh in death. Whoſoever hateth his brother is a murderer ; and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him a. If a man oy, love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar ; for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath ſcen, How can he love God whom he hath not ſeen"? We ourſelves alf 
were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, living in malice and envy, hateful, and ha- 
ting one another e. But now you alſo put off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice . 

Pur on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, worknelk, long-ſuffering * 3 and above all theſe Put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectneſs; and let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts". For the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance ; againſt ſuch there is no law, For all 
the law 1s fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not con- 
ſumed one of another*, If we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit, 


Let us not be deſirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one ano- 
ther u. Do all things without murmurings and diſputings *. Wherefore, laying 


aſide all malice, and all guile, and hypocrifies and envies ; as new. born babes, 
deſire the ſincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby “. 


SE CT. 4. Charity is therefore ſtated as eſſential to the chriſtian charader, 


Now the end of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, and of a 
good conſcience, and of faith unfeigned a. Though 1 ſpeak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, and have not charity; I am become as ſounding braſs, or a 
tinkling cymbal. And though I have the pift of prophecy, and underſtand al 
myſteries, and have all knowledge; and though J have all faith, ſo that I could 
remove mountains, and have no charity; I am nothing. And though I beſtow 
all my goods to tecd the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and 
have not charity; it profiteth me nothing. Charity ſuffereth long, and is 
kind 3 charity envieth not; chatity vaunteth not itſelf, is not pufted up, doth 
not behave it{cIf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, think- 
cth no cvil, rejoiceth not in iniquity ; but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things d. Charity 
never faileth; but whether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; whether there 


be 
| 1 John iii. 10. m 1 John iii. 14, 15. * 1 John iv. 20, © Tit. iii. 3. 
Col. iii. 8. Col. ii. 13. Col. iii 14, 15. ſ Gal. v. 22, 23. 
Gal. v. 14, 15. © Gal. v. 23, 26. * Philip. ii. 14. Y 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. 


„ 1 Tim 1.3. d 1 Cor. xiii. 1,—7, 
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be tongues, they ſhal] ceaſe ; whether there be knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away b. 
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe three; but the greateſt of theſe is 
charity . Follow after charity « : For knowledge pufteth up, but charity edi- 
fieth *. Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God; and every one 
that loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth 
not God; for God is love', If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and 
his love is perfected in uss. And this commandment have we received from 
im, That he who loveth God, love his brother alſo l. 


SECT. 5. Exhortations and motives to mutual love, and acts of beneficence. 


Ir there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 
like minded, having the ſame love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let no- 
thing be done through ſtrife, or vain-glory ; but in lowlineſs of mind, let each 
eſteem other better than themſelves. Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man alſo on the things of others, Let this mind be in you, which 
was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus *, Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and gave his Son to be the propitiation for our fins. Beloved, if God 
ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love one another». For this is the meſſage that 
ye have heard from the beginning, that we ſhould love one another ©, Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down his life for us; and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren d. My little children, let us not love in 
word, ncither in tongue, but in deed and in truth*, Owe no man any thing, 
but to love one another ; for he that loveth another, hath fulfilled the law. For 
this, thou ſhalt not commit adultery, thou ſhalt not Kill, thau ſhalt not ſteal, thou 
ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, thou ſhalt not covet; and if there be any other 
commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this ſaying, namely, Thou ſhalt 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour ; therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law f. Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another*, Let every one 
of us pleaſe his neighbour for his good to cdification >, Let all your things be 
done with charity“. Ever follow that which is good, both among yourſelves, 
and to all men*. And let us conſider one another to provoke unto love, and to 


good 
b x Cor. xiii. 8. 1 Cor. Xill. 13. d 1 Cor. xiv. 1. c 1 Cor. viii. 2. 
f 1 John iv. 7, 8. £ 1 John iv. 12. by John iv. 21. 
$ 5, Phil. ii. 1,—5. b x John iv. 10, 11. 1 John iii. 11, d 1 John iii. 16, 
1 John iii. 18. f Rom. xiii. 8, 9, 10. 5 Rom, xiv, 19. n Rom. xv. 2. 
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go Works. Be ye all of one mind, having compaſſion one of another v. Ang 
above things have fervent charity among yourſelves ; for charity ſhall cover 
the multitude of fins a. Stand faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving toge- 
ther tor the faith of the gofpel®. Let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the 
ſame thing“. Let no man ſeck his own; but every man another's wealth *, A; 
we have opportunity, let us do good unto all men ; eſpecially unto them who arc 
of the houſehold of faith”; ſubmitting yourſelves one to another in the fear of 
God et. We know that we have paſted from death unto life, becauſe we love the 
brethren  £or this is his cominandment, That we ſhould believe on the name 
of his Son Jcſus Chriſt, and love one another u. If ye fulfil the royal law ac- 
cording to the {(cripture, Thou thalt love thy neighbour as thyſclf, ye do well!. 
Fellow righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace with them that call on the Lord ou: 
of a pure hearts. And every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him al{ 
that is begotten of him“. /herefore giving all diligence, add to godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindneſs, and to brotherly Kindneſs, charity. For if theſe things be in 
vou, and abound, they make you that ye ſhall neither be barren nor untruittu! 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chritt *. Honour all men; love the bro. 
ahcrhood eo; giving none oflence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor 
to the church of God; even as I pleaſe all men in all things; nor lecking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be ſaved ©, Finally brethren, 
ſarcwell; be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind; live in peace, and 
the God of love and peace jhall be with you“. 


SECT. 6, The joy of the apoſites in diſcerning the mutual love of the ſaints. 

As touch ing brotherly love, ye need not that I write unto you; for ye your- 
ſelves are taught of God to love one another. And indeed ye do it towards all 
the brethren ® Wherefore I alſo, after 1 heard of your faith in the Lord Jeſus, 
and love unto all the ſaints o, ceaſe not to give thanks for you, making ment!- 
on of you in my praycrs*. We are bound to thank God always for you, bre— 
thren, as it is meet ; becauſe that your faith groweth exccedinply, and the cha- 
rity of every one of you all towards each other aboundeth * x. Let brothcrly 


love 
| Heb. x. 24. m x Pet. lil. 8. * 1 Pet. iv. g, „ Phil. 1. 27. 
„ Pl 31H, 16. 11 Cor. x. 24. r Gal. vi. 10. Eph. v. 21. 
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love continue“. And we beſeech you, brethren, that ye increaſe more and more * 
Secing ye have purified your ſouls in obeying the truth through the Spirit, 1 


to unfeigned love of the brethren; ſee that ye love one another with a pure 
heart fervently 3. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour 
of love, which ye have ſhewed towards his name, in that ye have miniſtred to 
the ſaints, and do miniſter ®, The Lord make you to increaſe and abound in 
love one toward another, and towards all men; even as we do towards you!. 


Src T. 7+ This truly Chriſtian grace urged from the view of our relation to 
Chriſt, and to each other, 


As the body is one, and hath many meinbers, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body; fo alſo is Chriſt. For by one ſpirit are we 
all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we bc 
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit * ; that there be 
no ſchiſm in the body; but that the members ſhould have the ſame care one for 
another. And whether one member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it ; or 
one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the bo— 
dy of Chriſt, and members in particular >, For as we have many members in 
one body, and all members have not the ſame office ; ſo we being many are one 
body in Chriſt, and every one members one of another s. There is one body, 
and one ſpirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling ; One Lord, one 
faith, one baptiſm; One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all 9. Love as brethren ; be pitiful, be courteous ©. Be ye there- 
tore followers of God as dear children; and walk in love as Chriſt alſo hath lo— 
ved ust. Let love be without diſſimulation; be kindly affectioned one to 
another; with brotherly love, in honour preterring one another. Be of the 
{me mind one towards another; mind not high things, but condeſcend to men 
of low eſtate *. Now the God of patience and conſolation, grant you to be like 
minded one towards another, according to Chriſt Jeſus; that ye may with one 
mind, and one mouth, glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Wherefore receive ye one another, as Chriſt alſo received us to the glory of 


God 1, 
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SECT, 8. The complaints, declarations, and prayers of the ſaints on thi, 
ſubject. 


lav mercy upon me, O Lord, for J am in trouble; mine eye is conſume! 
with grief *, I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but eſpecially among 
my neighbours, and a {car to mine acquuintance?. Fear was on every fide while 
they took counſel together againſt me, they deviſed to take away my He. Tuc 
compaſſed me about alſo with words of hatred ; and fought againtt me without | 
cauſc. For my love they are my adverſaries; and they have rewarded mee. 
vil for good, and hatred for my love 4. All that hate me, wallper together e. 
gainſt me; againſt me do they deviſe my hurt ©. Yea mine own tamhiar tend 
in whom I truſted, who did cat of my bread, hath lift up his hecl againit mes. 
Many are my perſecutors, and mine enemies; yet I do not decline from thy tc- 
itimonies*. Princes have perſecuted me without a cauſe; but my heart itund- 
eth in awe of thy word* They rewarded me evil for good to the ipoiling of 
my foul, But as for me, when they were ſick, my cloathing was ſackclotn; ! 
nunbled my ſoul with faſting, and my prayer returned into mine own boſom ; 
i behaved myſelt as tho? he had been my friend or brother; I bowed down heavi- 
ly, as one that monrneth for his mother. But in mine adverſity they rejuiced, 
and gathered themfelves together; yea the abjects gathered themſelves together 
againſt me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and ceaſed not'. Let not 
them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me; neither let them wink 
with the eye, that hate me without a cauſe “. Conſider mine enemies; tor they 
are many, and they hate me with crucl hatred i. Deliver me from mine enc- 
mies, O my God; defend me from them that riſe up againſt me ®. For they 
lie in wait for my ſoul e. Conſider my trouble, which I ſuffer of them that hate 
ine; thou that liſteſt me up from the gates of death. Deliver me not over un- 


7 
to the will of mine enemies“. Shew me a token for good, that they which 


hare me, may fcc it, and be aihamed '“. 

Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem ; they ſhall proſper that love thee. Peace be 
within thy walls, and proſperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and com— 
panions ſakes, 1 will now ſay, Peace be within thee, © Becauſe of the houle 0! 
the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy good 3, If it had not been the Lord who was 
on our ſide, when men roſe up againſt us; then they had ſwallowed. us up quick, 
when their wrath was kindled againſt us*, Bleſſed be the Lord who hath not 
given us as a prey to their teeth l. O my ſoul thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, Thou tt 


my 
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my Lord; my goodneſs extendeth not to thee. But to the ſaints, that are in 
the earth, and to the excellent in whom is all my delight*. Arifc, O Lord 
are me, O my God; for thou haſt ſmitten all mine enemies upon the check-— 
bone, thou haſt broken the teeth of the ungodly u. He delivered me from my 
ſtrong enemy, and from them which hated me *, 


Examples. 


Lo vx to mankind, we have ſeen, is an eſſential ingredient in the character 
+ of the true ſervants of God. The moſt eminent ſaints are moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed for this virtue. When God was about to deſtroy Ifrael becauſe of their 
« abominable impieties, Moſes interceded for them, and ſaid,“ Forgive their 
ſn; if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou haſt written *. 
Such alſo was the ſpirit of David, when he had commanded to number the peo- 
„ ple. Conſcious of his own guilt in this matter,” David {aid unto God, Is it 
not I that commanded the people to be numbred? even I it is that have ſinned, 
and done evil indeed, Let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my God, be 
on me, and on my father's houſe ; but not on thy people, that they ſhould 
be plagued oe. “The ſequel of the chapter ſhows how acceptable this benevo- 
lent prayer was unto God.“. 


„We have a ſpirited deſcription of active charity and beneficence in Job, 
« when defending his character againſt the injurious ſuſpicions of his friends.“ 
When the car heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw me, it 
gave witneſs to me: Becauſe I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherleſo, 
and him that had none to help him, The bleſſing of him thet was ready to pe— 
riſh came upon me; and I cauſed the widow's heart to ſing for joy, I put on 
righteouſneſs, and it clothed me; my judgment was as a robe, and a diadem. J 
was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame. TI was a father to the poor; 
and the cauſe which I knew not, 1 ſearched out. And ] brake the Jaws of the 


wicked, and pluckcd tlie ſpoil out of his teeth ©, 


% Tu amiable character of Mordecai, as given in the book of Eſther; that 
of Ezra and Nehemiah as recorded in their ſeveral hiſtories, might be here 


quoted as ſtriking examples of true patriotiſm.” 


{© Pur this heavenly principle of love to mankind, thines with peculiar luſtre 
jn the New Teſtament, It fo ſhines in the glorious character of”” the author 


4 G 2 and 


t Pal. xvi. 2, 3. » Pfal. lit. 7, * Pſal. xXvill. 17. 


* Exod. xxxll. 32. b 1 Chron. xxi. 17. Job xxix. 11,—17, 
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and finiſher of our faith, who went about doing good, “ whoſe life was one con. 
e tinucd ſcene of beneficence,“ who loved us, and gave himſelf for us, that 
whoſoever believeth in him might not periſh, but have everlaiting life, 
The ſpirit of charity was diffuſed through the hearts of his apoſtles. Hence 
ce their unwearied ſervice and labour of love. If, faith the apoſtle, in his epiltle to 
{© the Philippians,” I be offered upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, l joy 
and rejoice with you all da. And to the Theſſalonians,“ So being affeCtionately 
deſirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the goſpel ot God 
only, but alſo our own ſouls ; becauſe ye were dear unto use. And with re- 
e ſpect to his kindred the people of the Jews, he faith,” I could wiſh that my- 
ſelf were accurſed (or devoted to deſtruction) for my brethren, my Kkinimen, ac. 
cording to the fleſhf. © The ſpirit of love and beneficence ſpread remarkably 
© through the whole body of the primitive Chriſt ians.““ All that believed were 
together, and had all things common; and ſold their poſſeſſions and goods, and 


parted them to all men, as every man had needs. And the multitude of them 
that believed, were of one heart, and of one ſoul '. 


8 


+ Plal ii. 17. * 1 Theſl. ii. 8. Rom. ix. 3. 


Ads ii. 44, 45. 
b Acts iv. 32. 


. 


Of FORGIVENESS of INJURIES in oppoſition to REVENGE. 


SECT. t. Both the law and the prophets prohibit revenge, and enjoin forgive- 
nels of injuries. 2. A forgiving ſpirit is an eſſential part of the character of 
a diſciple of Chriſt. 3. The apoſtles enjoin it in their writings. And 4. 
Imitating their Lord, recommended it by their example. 


JECT. 1. Both the law and the prophets prohibit revenge, and enjoin for- 
giveneſs of injuries. 


HOU ſhalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge againſt the children of thy 
people; but thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf *. If thou meet thine 
enemy's ox or his aſs going aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring it back to him a- 
gain. If thou ſee the aſs of him that hateth thee, lying under his burden, thou 
ſhalt ſurely help with him d. Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth; and ler 
not thine heart be glad when he ſtumbleth; lett the Lord ſee it, and it diſpleafe 
him<. Say not, I will do ſo to him, as he hath done to me; I will render to 
the man according to his work J. Say not thou, I will recompenſe evil; but 
wait on the Lord, and he ſhall fave thee*. The diſcretion of a man deferreth 
his anger; and it is his glory to paſs over a tranſgreſhonf, Let not mercy and 
truth forſake thee s. The merciful man doth good to his own ſoul ; but he that 
is cruel, troubleth his own fleſh*. Deceit is in the heart of them that imagine 
evil; but to the counſellors of peace is joy 1. If thine enemy hunger, give 
him to eat; and if he be thirſty, give him to drink; for thou halt heap cols 
of fire upon his head, and the Lord ſhall reward thee “. 

If I rejoiced at the deſtruction of him that hated me, or lift up my ſelf when 
evil found him; [neither have I ſuffered my mouth to fin, by wiſhing a curſe to 
his ſoul ;] if the men of my tabernacle ſaid not, O that we had of his fleſh | we 
cannot be ſatisfied '; ſhall not God ſearch this out? for he knoweth the ſecret; 


5 01 


b Exod. xxili. 4, 5. 
f Prov. xix. Il. 
* Prov. xxv. 21, 22. 


S1. Lev. ix. 18. 
e Prov. xx. 22. 
Prov. xii, 20. 


e Prov. xxiv. 17, 18. 
s Prov. ill. 3. 
Job xxxi. 29, 30, 31. 


4 Prov. xziv. 29. 
n Prov, xi. 17. 
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of the heart“. Wo is me, that I ſojourn in Meſhech, that I dwell in the tent; 
G Kedar, My ſoul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I am for peace: 

0 þ 
but when 1 ſpeak they are for war . 


/ 


Her. 2. A forgiving ſpirit is an efſential part of the character of a dif. 
cle of Chriſt. 


T1.:$5%D are the merciful; for they ſhall obtain mercy *. Bleſſed are the 
peace-ratkers for they ſhall be called the children of God. Ye have heard, 
that it was ſaid by them of old time, Thou thalt not kill ; and whoſoever fh 
kill, ſhall bg in danger of the judgment. But I fay unto you, That whoſucyer 
is 2nory with his brother without a cauſe, ſhall be in danger of the judgment; 
11d whofoever ſhall fay to his brother, Raca, ſhall be in danger of the council; 
but vwhoſocyer ſhall fay, Thou fool, ſhall be in danger of hell fire. Therclorc, 
if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remembrett that thy brother ht; 
oughit acaintt thee ;; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, firlt 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy giſt *®. Agree with 

ihne advertery quickly. whiltt thou art in the way with him; leſt at any ume 
the adveriary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, 
and thou be caſt into priſon. Verily, I fay unto thee, I hou ſhalt by no means 
come out thence, till thou haſt paid the uttermolt farthing“. Ye have heard 
that it hath been laid, An eye for an eye, anda tooth for a tooth. But I {ay un- 
10 you, That ye reſiſt not evil; but whoſoucier ſhall fmite thee on thy right 
check, turn to him the other allo, And if any man will ſue thee at the Law, 
and take away thy coat; let him have thy cloak allo © Ye have heard that it 
hath becn ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy nciphbour, and hate tl.ine enemy. But! 
ſay unto you, Love your enemies, ble them that curſe you, do good to thicm 
that hate you, and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you; 
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chat ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven; for he maketh 
nis ſan to riſe on the evil and on the good; and ſendeth rain on the juſt anon 
the unſutt . For if ye love them which love you, What reward have ye ? do 
not even the publicans the ſame? and if ye {lute your brethren only, what do 
vu more than others? do not even the publicans fo Þ ? Be ye therefore perſcct 
even as your father which is in heaven is perfectf, And when ye ſtand pray- 

ing; 


m Pſal. xliv. 21. Pal, enn , 6 7. 


$ 2. * Matth. v. 7. b Marth v. 9. © Matth. v. 21,24, 4 Matth. v. 25, 26. 
e Math. v. 8, 39, 40. f Matth. v. 43,48. 


* See Luke vi. 27, 28, 29, 35, 37. See Luke vi. 22, 33, 34. 
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ing; forgive, if ye have ought ag ünſt any; that your Father alſo which is in 
heaven, may forgive you Four treſpules s. After this manner therefore pray 
ve. Oar Father which art in heaven“, for-ive us cur debts as we forgive our 
debtors i, For if ye forgive men their treſhaſſae, your heavenly Father will allo 
foroive you; but if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither will your Fa— 
ther forgive your treſpaſſes*, And us ye would that men {hould do to you, do 
ve iſo to them like wife“. 

f If thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between thee 


and him alone; if he ſhall hear thee, thou halb gained thy brother. But if he 


will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth dr 


to or three witneſſes every word may be cttabliſhed. And it he {hull neglect 
to hear them, tell it unto the church; but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican®. Then came Peter to 
him, and faid, Lord, how often thall my brother fin againſt me and I forgive 
him? till ſeven times? Jeſus ſaith unto him, I ſay not unto thee until ſeven 
times ; but until ſeventy times ſeven, nercforc is the kingdom of cave! 
likened nnto a certain King which would take account of his ſervants, And 
when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him which owed him ten 
thouſand talents, But for as much as te had not to pay, his lord commeaend- 
ed him to be ſold, and his wife and children, and all that he had, and payment to 
ve made. The ſervant therefore fell down and worſhipped him, ſaying, Lord, 
have patience with me, and | will pay thee all. Then the lord of that ſervant 
was moved with compaſſion, and looſed him, and forgave him the debt. But the 
ſime ſervant went out, and found one of his felioweſcrvants, which owa unt 
n hundred pence ; and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, fay- 
11, Pay me that thou owelt. And his fcllow-ſervant fell down at his fect, and 
veſought him, ſaying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thce all. And he 
would not; but went and caſt him into priſon, till he ſhould pay the debt. So 
when his fellow-ſervants ſaw what was done, they were very forry; ard came 
ind told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that Ee had cal- 
ied him, ſaid unto him, O thou wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all that debt, be- 
caute thou deſiredit me; ſhouldſt not thou alſo have had compaſſion on thy tcl- 
H- ſervant, even as I had pity on thee ? And his lord was wroth and delivered 
11m to the tormentors, till he thould piy all that was due unto him. Sv like- 
witc tall my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye from your hearts ſorgise 
not every one his brother . Take heed to yourſelves; it thy brother trefpat; 


Fm] 


* 
49721 


Zainſt thee, xebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him, And if he treſpals a. 
8 Tre: 


e Mark xi. 25. d Matth. vi. 9. i Matth. vi. 12. 
* Luke vi. 3t. mn Matth. zvii, 15,—17, * Matth. zviii. 21,35. 
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rainſt thee ſeyen times in a day, and ſeven times in a day turn again to thee, 
ay ing, 1 repent 3 thou halt forgive him“. 


SECT. 4. The apoſtles enjoin it in their writings. 


Dart any of you having a matter againſt another, go to law before the yy. 
juſt, and not before the ſaints * ? but brother goes to law with brother; and 
that before the unbelievers*.. Now therctore there is utterly a fault among 
yon, beeaufe ye go to Jaw one with another; why do ye not rather take 
wrong? why do ye not rather ſuffer your ſelves to be defrauded © ? Sce 
that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which 
is good, both among yourſelves, and to all men 4. Be patient therefore, 
bicthien, unto the coming of the Lord ©; not rendering evil for evil, 
ner ruling for railing ; but contrariwiſe ; knowing that ye are thereunty 
called, that ye ſhould inherit a blefling . I therefore beſeech you, that ye 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called; with all lowlinefs and 
meceknels, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in loves. Let all bitter. 
neſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice; and be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Chrilt's ſaxe hath forgiven you“: For he ſhall 
tive judgment without mercy, that hath ſhown no mercy '. Bleſs them which 
pcrſ-cute you; bleſs, and curſe not. Recompenſe to no man evil for evil“. 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather give place unto wrath; for 
it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, faith the Lordi, Therc- 
ſorc, if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink; for in {6 
doing thou ſhalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good”, Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-{ut- 
ſering ; torbearing one another, and forgiving one another; if any man have 4 
quarrel againtt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye. And above all 
theſe things, put on charity, which is the bond of perfectneſs a. Charity lut- 
fereth long, and is kind; is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil *; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things“. Charity 
ſhall cover the multitude of {ins a. 


SECT? 


* Luke xvil. 3, 4. 


$ 3. 1 Cor. vi. 1. b x Cor. vi. 6. c x Cor. vi. 9. d 1 Theſſ v. 15. 
e James v. 7, f x Pet. iii. 9. r Eph iv. 1, 2. n Eph, iv. 31, 32. 
i James ii. 13, * Rom. xii. 14, 17. 1 Rom. xii. 19. m Rom. xii, 20, 21. 


» Col. iii. 12, 13, 14. » x Cor, xiii. 4, 5. P 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 2 x Pet. iv. 8. 
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SECT. 4. Imitating their Lord, recommend it by their example, 


We ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhould hinder the goſpel of Chriſt *; giving no 
offence in any thing, that the miniſtry be not blamed d; but in all things appro- 
ving ourlelves as the miniſters of God, in much patience, in afllictions, in neceſ- 
ſities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, in labours, in watch— 
nge, in faſtings; by longſuffering, by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love 
"untcigned*, Even unto this preſent hour, we both hunger and thirſt, and arc 
naked, and are buffered, and have no certain dwelling-place, and labour working 
with our own hands; being reviled, we bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; being 
Jefamed, we intreat. I write not theſe things to ſhame you; but as my beloved 
{ons I warn you 4, Wheretore, I beſecch you, be ye followers of mee. For I cn- 
dure all things for the elect's ſake; that they may allo obtain the ſalvation which 
in Chritt Jeſus, with eternal glory. It is a faithful ſaying, For if we be dead 
with him, we ſhall alſo live with him; if we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with hime. 


„ Ty1s divine virtue of forgiveneſs of injuries was in its utmoſt extent ex— 
« emplitied in our Lord and Saviour. It ſhone illuſtriouſly through the whole 
« courſe of his life : And in the molt ſtriking manner at his crucifixion.” Then 
lid Jeſus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they dos. „ Ani- 
mated with the ſpirit of his Lord, the firſt martyr Stephen, having prayed,” 
Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit, kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
y not this ſin to their charge“. | 


4 H F 


C 4. 21 Cor. ix. 12. b 2 Cor. vi. 3. 2 2 Cor. vi. 47 57 6. . [ Cor. iv. 11, — 14. 
© 1 Cor. iv. 16. f 2 Tim. ii. 10,—12. £ Luke xxiii. 34, b Acts vii. 59, 60. 
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RED: 8, 


Of INTEGRITY and RIGHTEOUSNESS, in oppoſition to Fray, 
aud INIQUITY. 


S Her. 1. Inſtitutions of the divine law relating to the ſeveral crimes that come 
under the name of iniquity. 2. All theſe crimes are hateful in their nature, 
and bitter in their conſequences. 3. They prove {till more ſo when cover- 
ed by a profeſſion of religion. 4. Deceit and iniquity in all their forms dray 
down the divine diſpleaſure, 5. Solemn calls to the exerciſe of righteouſneſ: 
and equity. 6. Promiſes to the juſt and upright, mixed with threatnings a- 
gainſt the unjuſt and deceitful, 7. Diſſuaſives from fraud, with exhorta. 

> tions and motives to univerſal righteouſneſs and probity. 8. Integrity of 
1cart and life exhibited in the character of Job. 9g.—In the character and 
purpoſes of David. 10.—And in the example of St Paul. 11. Declarations, 
reſolutions, and prayers, relative to this ſubject. 


SECT. 1. Inſtitutions of the divine law relating to the ſeveral crimes that 
come under the name of iniquity. 


HOU ſhalt not ſteal *. And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak un- 

to all the congregation of the children of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, Te 

ſhall not ſteal, neither deal falſely, neither lie one to another . Thou ſhalt not 
defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him. The wages of him that is hired, hal! 
not abide with thee all night until the morning 9, Ye ſhall do no unrighteouſnel: 
in judgment; thou ſhalt not reſpect the perſon of the poor, nor honour the per- 
ſon of the mighty; but in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou judge thy neighbour *, Ye 
ſhall do no unrighteouſneſs in judgment, in mete yard, in weight, or in mea- 
ſure. Juſt balances, juſt weights, a juſt ephah, and a juſt hin ſhall ye have*. 
A falſe balance is abomination to the Lord; but a juſt weight is his delight, 


Divers weights, and divers meaſures, both of them are alike abominat1ons to 
the 


$ 1. * Exod. xx. 15. b Lev. xix. 1, 2. Lev. xix. 11. 4 Lev. xix. 13. 
e Lev. xix. 15. Lev. xix. 35, 36. © Proy, xi. Is 
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the Lord v. Thou ſhalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a ſmall, 
Thou ſhalt not have in thine houſe divers meaſures, a great and a ſmall. Bat 
thou ſhalt have a perfect and juſt weight; a perfect and juſt meaſure ſhalt thou 
have; for all that do unrighteoufly, are an abomination unto the Lord thy 
God, And if thou fell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyeſt ought of thy ncigh- 
hour's hand; ye tall not oppreſs one another *. If a ſoul fin and commit a treſ- 
pals againſt the Lord, and lie unto his neighbour in that which was delivered 
hi co Keep, or in fellowſhip, or in a thing taken away by violence, or hath de- 
cewed his neighbour; or hath found that which was loſt, and licth concerning 
r, and ſweareth fulſly ; in any of all theſe that a man doth ſinning therein; then 
„ hall be, becauſe he hath ſinned and is guilty, that he fall reſtore that which 
1c took violently away, or the thing which he hath deccitfully potren, or that 
which was delivered him to keep, or the loſt thing which he found, or all that 
about which he hath {worn falſely ; he ſhall even reſtore it in the principal, and 
nal! add the fitth part thereto, and give it unto him to whom it appertaincth!. 
Thou thalt not wreſt judgment, thou ſhalt not reſpect perſons, neither take a 
gift ; for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wiſe, and pervert the words of the 
rightcous. That which is altogether juſt ſhalt thou follow, that thou may ſt live x. 
That which is gone out of thy lips thou ſhalt Keep and perform, 


* 


JECT. 2. All theſe crimes are hateful in their nature, and bitter in their con- 
Sequences. 


Remove not the antient land-mark, which thy fathers have ſet*, Wo to 
kim that increaſeth that which is not his v; who enlargeth his defire as hell, and 
is as death, and cannot be ſatisfied . Wo to him that coveteth an evil cove- 
touſneſs to his houſe, that he may ſet his neſt on high, that he may be deliver- 
ed from the power of evil. Thou haſt conſulted ſhame to thy houſe, For the 
ſtone ſhall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber ſhall anſwer it 9, 
Bread of deceit is ſweet to a man; but afterwards his mouth ſhall be filled with 
gravel e. Better is a little with righteouſneſs, than great revenues without right c. 
As a partridge ſitteth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; ſo he that getteth riches, 
and not by right, ſhall leave them in the midit of his days, and at his end ſhall 
be a fool *. The getting of treaſures by a lying tongue, is a vanity toſſed to 
and fro of them that ſeek death. The robbery of the wicked ſhall deſtroy them; 


becauſe they refuſe to do judgment“. 


4 Hl 2 How 
b Prov, xx. 10. Deut. xxv. 13, —16. k Lev. xxv. 14. 1 Lev. vi. 2,—5. 
m Deut. xvi 19, 20. » Deut. xxiil. 23. 
$ 2, pro. xxii. 28. b Hab. ii. 6. Hab. ii. 5. a Hab. ii. 9, 10, 1 


* Prov. xx. 17. t Prov. xvi. 8. 8 Jer. xvii. 11. b Prov. xxl, 6, 7. 
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How long will ye judge unjuſtly, and accept the perſons of the wicked! Whg 
cave the paths of uprightneſs, to walk in the ways of darkneſs *? They hate hin; 
that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that ſpeaketh upriglitly *. A wick. 
ed man taketh a gift out of the boſom, to pervert the ways or judgment en, 


3 turn aſide the right of a man be fore the face of the Mott High, to fubvert 


10 
: a a man 
in his cauſe, the Lord approveth not ®, He that juſtificth the wicked, and he tha 


f 
| 1 condemneth the juſt, even they both are abomination to the Lord ©. 


— N 
— 
S 


Whoſo is partner with a thief, hateth his own ſoul; he heareth curſing, and 
bewraycth it not?; for a piece of bread that man will tranſgreſs a. Let favour 
be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteouſneſs ; in the land ot 
uprightneſs will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the majeſty of the Lords, 
As a madman who catteth fire-brands, arrows, aud death; ſo is the man that de. 
ceiveth his neighbour, and ſaith, Am not I in ſport f? He flattereth himfelf in 
his own cyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful'. Behold he travelleth. 
with iniquity, and hath conceived miſchief, and brought forth falſchoodu, 11i; 
mouth is full of curfing and deceit, and fraud; under his tongue is miſchicf and 
vanity *, The wicked borroweth and payeth not again ?, Confidence in an un— 

faithful man in time of trouble, is like a broken tooth, and a, foot out of Joint ©, 


Sr CT. z. They prove ſtill more ſo when covered by a profeſſion Mereligion. 


Tur vile perſon will {peak villainy, and his heart will work iniquity to praGiilc 
hypocriſy, and to utter error againſt the Lord; to make empty the ſoul ot the 
hungry, and he will cauſe the drink of the thirſty to fail*®. But the hypocrites 
in heart heap up wrath d. The congregation of hypocritcs ſhall be deſolate, and 
fire ſhall conſume the tabernacics of bribery. They conceive miſchief, and bring 
forth vanity, and their belly prepareth deceit . What is the hope of the hy- 
pocrite, thongh he hath gained, when God taketh away his ſoul? Will God 
hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him 4? Knoweſt thou not this of old, 
ſince man was placed upon carth, that the triumph of the wicked is but ſhort, 


and the joy of the hypocrite but tor a moment. The hypocrite's hope ſhall pe- 
riſh f. 
Judge 
3 Pſal, Ixxxil. 2. * Prov. ii. 13. Amos v. 10. n Prov. Xvii. 23. 
Lam iii. 35, 36. © Prov. xvil. 15. P Prov. xxix. 24. 4 Prov. xxviii. 21. 
* Na. xxvi. 10. Prov. xxvi. 18, 19. © Plal. xxxvi. 2. u Pſal. vii. 14. 
® Pfſal. x. 7. y Plal. xxxvii. 21. * Prov. xxv. 19. 
& 2, * Iſa. xxxii. 6. b Job xxxvi. 13. © Job xv. 34, 35. Job xxvii. 8, 9. 


e Job xx. 4, 5. | f Job viii. 13. 
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Judge not according to the appearance, but judge rightcous judgments, Wo 
unto you ſcribes, and phariſces, hypocrites ; for ye devour widows houles, and 
for 4 pretence make long praycrs; therefore ye thall receive the greater damua- 
tion!“ Wo unto you; tor ye pay the tithe of mint, and aniſe, and cummin, and 
have omitted the weighticr matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith; 
theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone fi. Wo unto 
vou ; for ye make clean the outſide of the cup, and of the platter; but within 
they are full of extortion and exceſs. Thou blind phariſee, cleante frit that 
which is within the cup and platter, that the outſide of them may be clean allo. 
Wo unto you; for ye are like unto whited ſepulchres, which indeed appear beau— 
tiul ontward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanne{. 
Even fo ye allo outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 
lLypocriſy and iniquity *. In the mean time he began to ſay unto his di ciples, 
Bewarc ye of the leaven of the phariſecs, which is hypocriſy. For there is no- 
thing covered, that ſhall not be revealed; neither hid that ſhall not be known !, 

He is not a Jew, which is one outwardly ; neither is that circumciſion which 
is outward in the fleth 5 but he is a Jew which is one inwardly ; and circamci- 
non is that of the heart in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe is nor 
of men, but of Goi ®, A double minded man is unitubce in all his ways. Let 
not that man think that he ſhall reccive any thing or the Lord“. Now rhe Spi— 
ric ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome Jhall depart from the faith 


= 


5 
giring heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils ; ipcaking lies in hypocri- 
Y having their conſcience ſeared with a hot iron®, This Know allo, chat in 
the latt days perilous times hall come, For men ſhall be truce-breakers, falle 
accuſcrs, traitors 3 having a ſorm of godlineſs, but denying the power thereof”, 
Evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worle and worſe, decciving, and being deccive uv). 
With all deceivablenels ot unrighteouſneſs, in taem that periſh ; becauſc they 
received not the love of the truth that they might be ſaved", For there are 
many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, whoſe mouth mutt be {topped ; who 
ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which they ought not for filthy lucre's 
ſake They that are ſuch ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own bel- 
y; and by good words and fair ſpeeches deecive the hearts of the ſimple * Such 
are falſe apoſtles, deceitful workers, transforming themſelves into the apoſtles of 
Chritt, And no marvel, for Satan himſelf is transformed into an angel of liglit. 
Therefore it is no great thing, if his miniſters: alſo be transformed as the mini— 


ſters 
John vii. 24. b Matth. xxili. 14. | Matth. xxiti. 3. * Matth. xxiii. 25, 28. 
I Luke xil. I, 2. m Rom. ii. 28, 29. flames i. 8, 7. t Tim e. 1, 2. 
? 2 Tim. iii. 1,—5, 4 2 Tim. ii. 23» = 2 Theil. ii. 10. Tit. 1. 10, 11. 


* Rom, xvi. 18. 
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ſters of righteouſneſs, whoſe end ſhall be according to their works u. U there. 
fore the priſoner of the Lord beſeech you, that we henceforth be no more chi]. 
dren, toſled to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
ſlcight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; but 
ſpelking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the had, 
even Chriſt *. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 
and to reſerve the unjuſt unto the day of judgment to be puniſhed “. 


SECT. 4. Deceit and iniquity in all their forms, draw down the divine diſ. 
pleaſure, 


Ern RAIM compaſſeth me about with lies, and the houſe of Ifrael with de— 
cis. Her treacherous ſiſter Judah, hath not turned unto ine with her «hole 


heart, but feignedly, faith the Lordo. Ephraim is 4 merchant, the balances of 
deceit are in his hand; he loveih to opprels ©. They come unto the a+ the 
people cometh ; and they lit before tiice as my people; and they hear chy 
vo ds, but they will not do them; for with their mouth they hew much love, 
but their heart gocth after their co, clone. s. They turncd back and deal. 
unſaithfully z they were turned aſide like a deccittul bow*, Wherctorc tte 
Lord Fd, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with 
their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart tar trom met; a fc 
lov people, which ſay, Stand by thy fel;, come not near to me, for J am holier 
tl, thou; behold it is written betore me, Iwill not keep filence, but will re- 
c apenſe, even recompenſe into their boſoms. How is the faith ul city be. 
co 16 an harlot! It was full of judgment, righteouſneſs. lodged in it ; but now 
murderers. Thy prince» are rebellious, and companions of thieves ; every one 
loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards; they judge not the fatherlefs, nci- 
ther doth the c:uſe of the widow come unto them. Your hands are dcfiled 
with blood, and your fingers with iniquity ; your lips have ſpoken lies, your 
tongue hath mutrered perverſeneſs; none calleth 1or juſtice, nor any pleadcth 
{ for truth; they truſt in vanity, and ſpeak lies; they conceive miſchict, and 
1 bring forth iniquity, The way of peace they know not, and there is no judg- 
| ment in their goings; they have made them crooked paths; whoſoever goth 
therein, ſhall not know peace *. For, from the leaſt of them even unto the 
greatett of them, every one is given to covetouſneſs ; and from the prophet cven 


unto 
» 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14, 15. * Eph. iv. x, 14, 15. 7 2 Pet. ii. 9. 
54. Hof. xi. 12. d ſer iii io. c Hol. vii. 1, 7. 4 Ezek. xxxili 31. 
e Pla} Ixxviii. 57. f Ia. xxix. 13. E IIa. Ixv. 2, 5, 6. d Iſa. i. 21, 23. 


j Ila. lix, 35 4+ k Iſa. Iix. 8. 
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anto the prieſt, every one dealeth falſely? ; they hold fault deceit, they refute to 
return en; for they be all an aſſembly of trexchorous men. Take ye heed eve. 
ry one of his neighbour, and truſt ye nor in any brother; for every brother will 
utterly ſapplant, and every neivhbour will walk with flanders. And! they will 
deceive every one his neighbour, and will not ſpeak the truth; they have 
taught their tongues to {peak lies, and werry themielves to commit iniquity. 
Thine habitation is in the midit of deceit; through deceit they refuſe to know 
me, faith the Lord u. Will ye ſteal, and ſwear falſely, and come and it nd be— 
fore me in this houſe which is called by my name? Is this houſe become a den of 
-obbers in your cyes®? Wo unto them that Jjuitify the wicked for reward, and 
rake awiy the righteouſneſs of the righteous from him?®. Wo unto them that 
decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievouſneſs which they have pre- 
ſeribed; to turn aſide the needy from judgment, and to take away the right 
from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may 
rob the fatherleſs . Are there yer the treaſures of wickedaels in the houle of 
the wicked, and the ſcant meaſure that is abominable? Shall I count them pur 
with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights? for the rich 
men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have {poken lies, 
and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. They are waxen fat, they thine; 
yea they overpaſs the deeds of the wicked; they judge not the cauſe, the cauſe 
of the fatherleß, and the right of the needy do they not judge. Their tongue 
as an arrow ſhot out, it ſpeaketh deceir. Shall I not viſit them for theſe things? 
ſaith the Lord. Shall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this*? 

Unto the wicked God faith, What haſt thou to do to declare my {tatutes, or 
that thou ſhouldit rake my covenant in thy mouthy ? When thou faweſt a 
thick then thou conſentedit with him; thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, and thy 
tongue frameth deceit *. Thele things hait thou done, and I kept filence; thou 
thoughtſt that J was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf ; but I will reprove thee, 
and ſet them in order before thine cycs 7. Wo unto him that buildeth bis 
houſe by unrighreouſnels, and his chambers by wrong; that uſeth his ncigh— 
bour's ſervice without wages, and piveth him not ior his work; that faith, I 
will build me a wide houſe, and large chambers ; and cutteth him out windows, 
and it is cieled with cedar, and painted with veruilion. Shalt thou reign be- 
cauſe thou incloſeit thy ſelf in cedar ? Did not thy father eat and drink, and do 
judgment and juttice, and then it was well with him? was not this to know me? 
faith the Lord. Bur thine eyes, and thine heart are not but for thy covetouſ— 

neh, 


i Jer. vi. 13. m Jer. viii. 5. a Jer. ix. 2, 4, 5, 6. „ Jer vii. 9, 10, 11. 
P Ia. v. 22; 23. a Iſa. x. 1, 2. 7 Mic vi. 10. il, 12. t Jer. v. 28. 
t Jer. 1X, 8, 9. — Pal, A 16, * Plal. l, 18, 19. * Pſal, J. 21. 
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nels, and tor to ſhed innocent blood, und for oppreſſion, and far violence to do 
it“. Wo to thee that ſpoileſt, and thou walt not ſpoiled; and dealeſt treache.- 
ro. wy , and they dealt not treacherouſly with thee a. Your ſpoil ſhall be gather. 

„hisethe gathering of the caterpillar zas the running to and fro of locuits tall 
3x run upon them, Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the needy, even to make 
the poor of the land to fail; frying, When will the new moon be gone, that we 
may (ei corn? and the Sabbath, that we may ſet forth wheat, making the e- 
paah tall, and the ſhekel great, and fallifying the balances by deceit ? that we 
miy bay tne poor for ſilver, and the needy for a pair of ſhoes ; yea, and ſell 
there of the wheat? The Lord hath fworn by the excellency of Jacob, 
Surchy | will never forget any of their works e. The curſe gocth forth over 
the tes of the whole earth. I will bring it forth, ſaith the Lord of hoſts; and 
it Hall enter into the honſe of the thief, and into the houſe of him that ſwear— 
ef eh by my name; and it ſhall remain in the midſt of his houſe, and fall 
bole it with the timber thereof, and the ſtones thereof“. And I will come 
near to you to judgment, and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt falſe ſwearers, and 
r int thoſe that opprels the hircling in his wages, the widow, and the father- 


” Fi and that turn aſide the ſtranger from his right, and fear not me, faith the 


» 


conte 
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SECT. 5. Solemn calls to the exer ciſe of righteouſneſs and equity. 


ile hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require 
©! thee, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God *? 
Thus fpeakerh the Lord of hoſts, ſaying, Execute true judgment, and ſhew mer— 
cies and comp:thions every man to his brother, and oppreſs not the widow, nor 
the fatherleſs, rhe ſtranger nor the poor; and let none of you imagine evil a- 
&1intt his brother in your heart d. Execute judgment and juſtice, take away 
your exactions from my people, faith the Lord God, Ye ſhall have jutt balan- 
ces, a jull ephah, and a juſt bath ©. Scek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge 
the fatherleſs, plead for the widow. Take counſel, execute judgment, hide 
the outenſts, bewray not him that wandereth*. Hate the evil, and love tne 
good, and eſtabliſh judgment in the gate f, Let judgment run down as watts, 
and righteouſneſs as a mighty ſtreams, Speak ye every man the truth to his 
neighbour ; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates; and let 


none 
* Jer. xxii. 13.— 1). Iſa xxxlii. 1. b Iſa. xxxiil. 4. e Amos viti 4,—7 
4 Zech. v. „ 4. e Mal. iii. 5 
C 5 4 Vic. vi. 8. b Zech. vii. 95 19. . Ezck. xlv. 9, 10. 4 Iſa. £ 17. 


* Ia. xvi. 3. f Ainos v. 15. s Amos v. 24. 
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none of you imagine evil in your hearts againſt his neighbour, and love no falſe 
oath ; for all theſe are things that | hate, faith the Lord “. If a man be Juit, and 


do that which is law ful and right i, and hath not opprelſed any, but hath reſto- 
red to the debtor his pledge, hath ſpoiled none by violence, hath given his 
bread to the hungry, and hath covercd the naked with a garment ; he that hath 
not given forth upon uſury, neither hath taken any increaſe, that hath withdrawn 
his hand from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man and man, 
hath walked in my ſtatutes, and hath kept my judgments to deal truly; he is 
jult ; he thall ſurely live, faith the Lord God * *, Thus ſaith the Lord, Keep ye 
judgment and do juſtice ; for my ſalvation is near to come, and my rignteou!- 
nels to be revealed. Bleſſed is the man that doth this, and the fon of man that 
layech hold on it 1 


Sx c r. 6. Promiſes to the juſt and upright, mixed with threatnings againſ? 
the unjuſt and deceitful. 


Have we not all one Father? hath not one God created us? why do we dea! 
treacherouſly every man againſt his brother, by profaning the covenant of our 
fathers *? To do judgment and juſtice, is more acccptable unto the Lord than 
ſacrificed, If thou prepare thine heart, and ſtretch out thine hands toward: 
nim; if iniquity be in thine hand put it far away, and let not wickedneſs dwell 
in thy tabernacles, For then ſhalt thou lift up thy face without ſpot, yea thou 
Malt be ſtedfaſt, and ſhall not fear ©, He that walketh righteouſly, and ſpeak— 
eth uprightly, he that deſpifeth the gain of oppreſſions, that ſhaketh his hands 
rom holding of bribes, thit ſtoppeth his cars from hearing of blood, and ſhutteth 
hi eyes from ſeeing evil; he thal] dwell on high; his place of defence ſnall be 
the manitions of rocks; bread ſhall be given him, his waters ſhall be ſured, It 
joy to the jutt to do judgment; but deſtruction ſhall be to the workers of i- 
niquity ©, The integrity ot the upright thall guide them; but the perverfenct 
of tranfgrefors hall deſtroy them. Deceit is in the heart of them that ima— 
vine evil; but to the counſellors of peace is joy, There ſhall no evil happen to 
the juſt ; but the wicked ſhall be filled with miſchief, Lying lips are an abomi- 
nition to the Lord; bur they that deal truly are his delight *, He that walk- 
eth uprightly, walketh ſurely ; but he that perverteth his way ſhall be known“. 
The curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of the wicked ; but he bleſſeth the habi- 


4 I tation 
* Zech. viil. 16, 17, | Ezck, xviii. 5. * Ezek. xviii. 7, 8, 9. L Iſa. Ivi. 1, 2. 
$6, Mal. ii. 10. b prov. xxi 3. e Job xi. 12, 14, 15. d Iſa. xxxiil, 15,16, 
* Prov **. 15. 1 Prov. *i. Jo c Prov. xli. 2057 a, 22. « Prov, X. 9 


See to this purpoſe Ezek. XXXIli. 10, — 20. 
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tation o the Jul “. 


that is perverſe in his ways, though he be rich k. 


Of the PR EC EYTS of Go b, 


PART YE, 


Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightneſs, than he 


Whoſo cauſeth the righteous 


to go aſtray in an evil way, he ſhail fall himſelf into his own pit; but the up- 
right ſhall have good things in his poſſoſſion!. Whoſo walketh uprightly ſl.all 
be ſaved; but he that is perverſe in his ways ſhall fall at once®, The memory 
of the juſt is bleſſed; but the name ot the wicked ſhall rot “. 


Se cr. 7. Diſſuaſroes from fraud, with exhortations and motives to univer- 
ful righteouſneſs and probity. 


My ſon, forget not my law; let not mercy and truth forſake thee ; bind them 
about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart“. 
with all diligence ; for out of it are the iſſues of life. 
froward mouth, and perverſe lips put far from thee. 
on, and let thine cyc-lids look {trait before thee. 


Keep thy heart 


Put away from thee a 
Let thine eyes look right 
Ponder the path of thy feet, 


and let all thy ways be eſtabliſhed. Turn not to the right hand, nor to the left ; 
remove thy ſoot from evil>. The Lord is a buckler to them that walk upright- 


The high way of the upright is to depart from evil; he that keepeth his 


ly ©, 


way preſerveth his ſoul 4, 


If thou wilt walk in integrity of heart, and in up- 


rightneſs*, and fear the Lord, and ſerve him in ſincerity and truth f, with a per- 


{ect heart, and a willing mind; he will be found of thee. 


The Lord knoweth 


the days of the upright, and their inheritance ſhall be for ever“. Mark the 


perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the end of that man is peace. The 
path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more unto the 


perfect day“. 


Unto the upright there ariſeth light in the darkneſs'. He that 


followeth after righteouſneſs and mercy, findeth life, righteouſneſs and honour “. 
The Lord God is a ſun and ſhield z the Lord will give grace and glory; no 


good thing will he with-hold from them that walk uprightly *. 
walketh in his integrity; his children are bleſſed after him ©. 


The juſt man 
Be glad in the 


Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous ; and ſhout for joy all ye that are upright in 
heart v. Light is ſown for the rightcous, and gladneſs for the upright in heart“. 
The Lord preſerveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer *. 


$ 7. 


I Prov. iii. 33. 
Prov. x. 7. 


* Prov. 111. 1, 3. 
* Kings ix. 4. 
| Pſal. xxxvii. 37. 
„ Pſal. Ixxxiv. 11. 
7. Pla] xxxl. 23. 


x Prov. xxvlii. 6. 


b Prov. iv. 23,— 27. 


f Joſh, xxiv. 14. 
& Prov. iv. 18. 
® Prov. xx. 7. 


Prov. xxviii. 10, 


e Prov. ii. 6, 7. 

e x Chron, xxviii. 9. 
1) Pal. cxii. 4. 

? Plal, xxxii. 11, 


For 
m Prov. xxvili. 18. 


4 Prov. xvi. 17. 
b Pſal. xxxvii. 18. 
m Prov. xxi. 21. 

2 Pſal, xcvũ. 11. 
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For the righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs, his countenance doth behold the 
upright f. Jeſus ſaw Nathanael coming to him, and ſaith of him, Behold an Iſ— 
raclite indeed, in whom is no guile *, 

The light of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be ſingle, thy whole 
body is full of light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body ſhall be full of 
darkneſs *. He that is faithful in that which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in much; 


and he that is unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjult alſo in much. If therefore ye have 
not been faithful in the unrighteoas mammon, who will commit to your truſt. 


the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another 
man's, who ſhall give you that which is your own*. Render therefore unto 
Ceſar, the things which are Ceſar's; and unto God the things which arc God's?, 
Therefore, all things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do you 
even ſo to them; for this is the law and the prophets*, 

Cleanſe your hands ye ſinners, and purify your hearts ye double- minded“. 
Know ye not, that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
not deceived ; neither thieves, nor covetous, nor extortioners thall inherit the 
kingdom of God d. Whercfore, let him that ſtole ſteal no more; but rather 
let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good ; that he may 
have to give to him that needeth ©. For ye know what commandinent we gave 
you by the Lord Jeſus , that no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any 
matter; becauſe that the Lord is the avenger of all ſuch, as we have forewarned 
and teſtitied*. But he that doth wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong which he 
hath done; and there is no reſpe& of perſons f. Little children, let no man de- 
ceive you; he that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is righteous s. In 
this the children of God are manifeſt, and the children of the devil; whoſocver 
doth not righteouſneſs is not of God. For the grace of God that bringeth ſal- 
vation, hath appeared unto all men; teaching us, that, denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
world. For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and 
truth *. Render therefore to all their dues ; tribute, to whom tribute is due; 
cuſtom, to whom cuſtom ; fear, to whom fear; honour, to whom honour. Owe 
no man any thing, but ro love one another I. Do no evil; but do that which 


is honeſt *. Follow after righteouſneſs“; having your converſation honeſt among 


the Gentiles®; having your loins girt about with truth”; having a good con- 


412 ſcience; 
f Pfal. xi. 7. John i. 47. Matth. vi. 22, 23. * Luke xvi. 10, 11, 12. 
Matth. xxil. 21. Matth. vii. 2. * James iv. 8. b Cor. vi. 9, 10. 
Eph. iv. 28. 1 Theff. iv. 2. * 1 Theſl. iv. 6, f Col. iii. 25, 
4 1 John ii. 7. „John iii. 10. Tit. ii. 2, 12. Kk Eph. v. 9. 
1 Rom. xiii. 7, 8. m 2 Cor. Xlil. 7. » 1 Tim. vi. 11. | ® 1 Pet. ji. 12. 
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ſcience; that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, as of evil doers, they may be a+ 
| ſhamed that falſely accuſe your good converſation in Chriſt . My little chil. 
dren, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
And unts I pray, that ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may 
be hincere and without chence till the day of Chritt ; being filled with the fruits 
of righteouſneſs, Finilly, brethren, whatſoever things are true, whatſocver 

hin are honelt, wiitfocrer things are jnſt, whatſoever things are pure, what. 
fc ver things are lovely, Whntfocver things are of pood reports it there Be a- 
ny virtue, if there be ny praiſe, think on theſe things“. 

Speak thou the things which become found doctrine; in all things ſhewinp 
thy ſclt ax pattern of good works; in doctrine ſhewing uncorruptnets, gravity, 
fincerity, found ſpeech which cannot be condemned * ; holding faith, and + 
gobd conſrience z which ſome having put away, concerning faith have made 
Mipwreck?, Exhort ſervants to be obedient unto their own matters ; not pur- 
loining, but ſhewing all good fidelity“, with fear and trembling, in finylencf: 
of heart, as unto Chriſt. Not with eye-ſervice, as men- pleaſers; but as the ſer— 
vants of Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart; with good will doing 
ſervice as to the Lord, and not to men *, 


SE C r. 9g. Integrity of heart and life exhibited in the character of Job. 


TrvERE was a man in the land of Uz, whoſe name was Job; and that man 
was perfect, and upright ; and one that feared God and eſchewed evil“. And 
when his grief was very great », then ſaid his wife unto him, Doſt thou ſtill re- 
tain thine integrity? curſe God and die?. But he ſaid unto her, Thou ſpeakeſt 
as one of the fooliſh women ſpeaketha. Though he flay me, yet will I trutt in 


him*; All the while my breath is in me, and the Spirit of God is in my noſtrils, 


my lips ſhall not ſpeak wickedneſs, nor my tongue utter deceit; till I die I will 
not remove my integrity from me. My righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not 
let it go; my heart thall not reproach me fo long as I livef. Alſo now behold, 
my witneſs is in heaven, and my record is on highs. But he knoweth the way 
that I take; when he hath tried me I ſhall come forth as gold; My foot hath 
held his ſteps; his way have I kept, and not declined; neither have I gone back 
from the commandment of his lips. Doth not he ſee my ways, and count all 


my 
9 1 Pet. 111. 16. * 1 John iii. 18, 7 Phil. i. 9, 10, 11. t Phil. iv. 8. 
» Tit. ii. 1. * Tit. ii. 7, 8. y 1 Tim. i. 19, Tit. ii. 9, 10s 
* Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7. 
$8, Job i. 1. d Job 11. 13. Job ii. 9, 4 Job ii. 10. 
e Job xii}, 15. 1 Job xxvli. 3—6. t Job xvi. 19. b Job xxili. 10, 1 
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my tteps? If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath haſted to deceit; 
let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity, If 
my itep hath turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after mine CY C8, 
and if any blot hath cleaved to niy {anws; then let me ſow, and another cut; 
yet let my offopring be rooted out!. I put on righteouſneſs, and it clothed me: 
My judgment was as a robe and a diadem. I was cycs to the blind, and feet 
was I to the lame. TI was a father to the poor; and the cauſe which 1 knew 
not | ſearched out. I brake the jaws oi the wicked, and plucked the ſpoil ou: 
of his teeth“. It my land cry againtt me, or thit the furrows thereof likewiſe 
complain; it I have caten the fruits thercof without money, or have cauſed the 
owners thereof to loſe their lite; let thiltles grow inttead of wheat, and cockle 
inttcad of barley *, 


SECT. 9.—Þy the charatter and purpoſes of David. 


Ir I regard fin in my heart the Lord will not hear me. But verily God hath 
heard me; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer a. The Lord rewarded 
me according to my righteouſneſs, and according to the cleanncls of wy hands, 
hath he recompenſed me. For | have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not 
wickedly departed from my God. For all his judgments were before me, and 
I did not put away his ſtatutes from me. I was allo upright before him, and! 
kept myſelf from mine iniquity s I will behave mylelt wiſely in a perfect way; 
I will walk within my houſe with a perfect heart. I will fer no wicked thing 
before mine eyes; I hate the work of them that turn aſide, it ſhall not clcave 
to mee. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell 


with me; he that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall ſerve me, He that work 


eth deceit ſhall not dwell within my houſe ; he that telleth lies ſhall not tarry 
in my ſight 9. 


SECT, 10.,—And in the example of St Paul. 


Tnos E things which ye have both learned and received, and heard, and {cen 
in me, do“. For neither at any time uſed we flattering words, as ye know, nor 
2 cloak of covetouſneſs d. Ye are witneſſes, and God allo, how holily and jutt- 
ly, and unblameably we behaved ourſelves among you that believes. And 


herein 
Job xxxi. 0 * Job xxix. 14,1 7. 1 Job xxxi. 38, - 40. 
3 9. * Pal, Ixvi. 18, 19. » Pſal. xvii, 20,—23. c Pſal. ci. 2, 3. e 


3 16 Phil. iv. 9. b x Theſſ. i. 5. 1 Theſſ, ii. 10, 
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herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have always a conſcience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men 4. We have renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty 
not walking in croftineſs, nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by 3 
nifeſtation of the truth, commending ourſelves to every man's conſcience in che 
fight of God. For we are not as many which corrupt the word of God; but 
as of ſincerity, but as of God, in the ſight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt t. For 
our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and god- 
ly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God we have had our 
converſation in the world . Receive us; we have wronged no man, we hayo 
corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man“. Pray for us; for we truſt we 
have a good conſcience, in all things willing to live honeſtly!. 


3 


. 


ZECT. Il.—Declarations, reſolutions, and prayers relating to this ſubject. 


Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry, give car unto my prayer that 
zoeth not out of feigned lip,*. Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaſeth; tor the 
faithful fail from among the children of men. They ſpeak vanity every one 
with his neighbour; with flattering lips, and with a double heart do they ſpeak », 
They encourage themſelves in an evil matter; they commune of laying tnares 
privily; they fay, Who ſhall fee them. They ſearch out iniquities, they accom- 
pliſh a diligent ſearch; both the inward thought of every one of them, and the 
heart is deep®. Send thine hand from above, rid me and deliver me out of great 
waters; from the hands of ſtrange children, whoſe mouth ſpeaketh vanity ; and 
their right hand is a right hand of falſehood d. Do good, O God, unto thoſe 
that be good, and to them that are upright in their hearts. As for ſuch as turn 
aſide unto their crooked ways, the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the workers 
of iniquity ; but peace ſhall be upon Ifrael ©, 

Lord, who ſhall abide in thy tabernacle? Who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill! 
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteouſneſs, and fpeaketh the truth 
in his heartf; he that ſweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not ; he that put- 
teth not out his money to uſury, nor taketh reward againſt the innocent“. Sufe- 
ly the righteous ſhall give thanks unto thy name; the upright ſhall dwell in thy 
preſence s. The way of the juſt is uprigatnels; thou moit upright, doit weiga 
the path of the juſt. Yea in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited 

x tor 


d Acts xxiv. 16. + 23 Car. iv. 1, 2. f 2 Cor. ii. 17. e 2 Cor. i. 12. 
b 2 Cor. vii. 2. _ 1 Heb. xi. 18. 
$ 11. * Plal. xvii. 1. d Pſal. xii. 1, 2. Pſal. Ixiv. 5, 6. 4 Pſal cxliv. 7, 8. 


e Pla). cxxv. 4, 5. f Pſal. xv. 1, 2. 4 Pſal. xv. 4, 5+ > Plal, cxl. 13. 
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for thee i. Who can underſtand his errors? Cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults z 
keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins x. Search me, O God, and know 
my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and ſee if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting'. Behold thou deſireſt truth in the 
inward parts; and in the hidden part thou ſhalt make me to know wiſdom u, 
As ſor me thou upholdeſt me in mine integrity a. I have done judgment and ju- 
{tice ; leave me not to mine oppreſſors*. Judge me, O Lord, for I have walk- 
ed in mine integrity“. I have not fat with vain perſons, neither will I go in 
with diflemblers; I have hated the congregation of evil-doers; and will not ſir 
with the wicked a. Oh, let the wickedneſs of the wicked come to an end; but 
c{tabliſh the juſt . Thou haſt proved mine heart, thou haſt viſited me in the 
night, thou haſt tried me, and ſhalt find nothing; I am purpoſed that my mouth 
ſhall not tranſgreſsſ. As for me I will walk in mine integrity; redeem me and 


be merciful unto me. Let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve me, for I wait on 
thee u. 


CHA: Fo 
i Iſa. xxvi. 7, 8. * Pal. xix. 12, 13. 1 Pſal. cxxxix, 23, 24. Pal. Ii. 6. 
2 Pſal. xli. 12. * Pſal. cxix, 121. P Pſal. xxvi. 1. 4 Pfal. xxvi. 4, 5. 


* Phal, vii. 9. Pſal. xvii. 3. * Pſal, xxvi. 11, » Pſal. xxv. 21, 


Of the PRECEPTS of Gop, 


oe ONT 9 OS + 


Of CY MPATHY and KINDNESS, in oppoſition to HaRD-H EARTEDNESs, 
CRUELTY, and OPPRESSI ON. 


7c T, 1. The higheſt degree of cruclty and violence is murder; a crime pro- 
hihited under the ſevereſt penalties, 2. Next to this is oppreſſion, eſpecial. 
ly © the widow and fatherleſs, the poor and afflicted, 3. Thele crimes are 
an abomination to the Lord, 4. He therefore ſolemnly warns his people a- 
painit them, and enjoins them to execute judgment, and to ſhew mercy, and 
compaſſion to the indigent and diſtreſſed. 5. The oppoſite principles and et. 
foe of cruelty and ſympathy further illuſtrated, 6. Mercy and kindneſs to our 
brethren are pecnliarly enjoined by our Lord, 7, The parable of the good 
Samaritan. 8, Compaſſion, kindneſs, and beneficence are eſſentially requiſite. 
The ſpirit of love is indeed the true chriſtian ſpirit, 9. Ot almſgiving. 10. God 
the protector of the widow, the fatherleſs, and the indigent. 11, Mourn- 
complaints and pious ſupplications relative to this ſubject, 


c r. 1. Tlie higheſt degree of cruelty and violence is murder, a crime 


SE 
prohibited under the ſevereſt penallies, 


110 U ſhalt not kill“: And ſurely your blood of your lives will I require; 
T at the hand of every beaſt will I require it ; and at the hand of man, at the 
hand of every man's brother will T require the life of man, Whoſo ſheddeth 
man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be thed b, He that ſmiteth a man, ſo that 
he die, ſhall be ſurely put to death“. If a man come preſumptuouſly upon his 
neighbour, to flay him with guile ; thou ſhalt take him from mine altar, that he 
may die%, And if he ſmite him with an instrument of iron, fo that he die, he i3 
3, murderer ; the murderer ſhall ſurely be put to death“. And if he ſmite him 
with throwing a ſtone, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a murderer; 
or if he ſmite him with an hand-weapon of wood, wherewith he may dic, and 

lic 


5 1. 3 Exod, XX. 13. b Gen. ix. 57 6. 0 Exod. xxi. 12. d Exod, xxl. 14. 
Num. XXV. 16. 
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he die, he is a murderer; the murderer ſhall ſurely be put to death; the 
revenger of blood himſelf ſhall flay the murderer ; when he meeteth him, he 
ſhall ſlay him. If he thruſt him of hatred, or hurl at him by lying of wait 
that he die; or in enmity ſmite him with his hand, that he die, he that ſmote 
ſhall ſurely be put to death; for he is a murderer ; the revenger of blood 
ſhall ſlay the murderer, when he meeteth himf. So theſe things mall be 
for a ſtatute of judgment unto you, throughout your generations in - 4 your 
dwellings. Whoſo killeth any perſon, the murderer ſhall be put to death 
by the mouth of witneſſes, Moreover, ye ſhall take no ſatisfaction for the 
life of a murderer, which is guilty of death; but he ſhall ſurely be put to death. 
So ye ſhall not pollute the land wherein ye are; for blood it defileth the land; 
and the land cannot be cleanſed of the blood that is ſhed therein, but by the 
blood of him that ſhed it *, If any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for 
him, and riſe up againſt him, and ſmite him mortally that he die“; thine eye 
ſhall not pity him, but thou ſhalt put away the guilt of innocent blood from If. 
racl, that it may go well with thee “. Curſed be he that ſmiteth his neighbour 
ſecretly. Curſed be he that taketh reward to ſlay an innocent perſon l. Bloody 
and deceitful men ſhall not live out half their days”, when he maketh inquiſi- 
tion for blood, he remembereth them“. Rejoice, O ye nations, with his peo- 
ple; for he will avenge the blood of his ſervants, and will render vengeance to 
his adverſaries, and will be merciful to his land, and to his people o». 

Wnoſoever hateth his brother, is a murderer ; and ye know that no murderer 
hath crernal life abiding in him®, But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the a- 
bon:inable, and murderers, ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fir. nd brimſtone; which is the ſecond death a. For without are dogs and mur- 
derers”, 


rer. 2. Next to this is oppreſſion, eſpecially of the widow and fatherleſs, 
the poor and afflicted, 


Yr ſhall not affli& any widow or fatherleſs child. If thou afflict them in any 
wiſe, and they cry at all unto me; I will ſurely hear their cry, and my wrath ſhall 
wax hot*, Thou ſhalt not pervert the judgment of the ſtranger, nor of the 
ſatherleſs, nor take a widow's raiment to pledge d. Enter not into the fields of 
the fatherleſs ; for their redeemer is mighty, he ſhall plead their cauſe with thee e. 
Curſed be he that perverteth the judgment of the ſtranger, fatherleſs, and wi- 

4 K dow 
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John iii 25. 
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32. 


b Deut. xxiv. 17. 8 Prov. xxiii. 10, 11. 


— — — — 


"© * 
— - 
— — —-— 


— — 


1 


— 


r TS ms 


— — _ 6 _ O— 
Var _ * 
2 "— — — 
- * 
» —— — 


— — 


* - . 


— 


— ——— 


ä — — 


— 3 = 


— 
„ 2 —— _ 


——ũ—1— - 
—__ —_ * _ 4 I _— — * — — _ 
* - — 


m Hoes ate... SH. tc Gd. ach , ani 
— - «© 5 *. 22 
* * a - 


—— — . 2 
by — 0 
we 
my — — — 
— - — — — f 
* 7 - — 
— * 


626 the PREC ETS of Gon. PART VI. 


dow *. If thou lend money to any of my people that is poor by thee, thou ſhalt 
not be to him as an uſurer, neither ſhalt thou lay upon him uſury. If thou at 
all take thy neighbour's raiment to pledge, thou ſhalt deliver it unto him by 
that the ſun gocth down?. When thou doſt lend thy brother any thing, chou 
{halt not go into his houſe to fetch his pledge; thou ſhalt ſtand abroad; and the 
man to whom thou doſt lend, ſhall bring out the pledge abroad unto thee. Ang 
if the man be poor, thou ſhalt not fleep with his pledge. In any caſe thou 
{halt deliver him his pledge again, when the fun goeth down; that he may ſlecp 
in his own ruiment, and blels chee before the Lord thy God. Thou ſhalt not 
opprels an hired ſervant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, 
or of thy ſtrangers, that are in thy land within thy gates. At his day thou 
ſhalt give him his hire, neither ſhall the ſun go down upon it ; (for he is poor 
and ſetteth his heart upon it,) leſt he cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and it bz 
ſin unto thee t. 

There is a generation whoſe teeth are as ſwords, and their jaw-tecth as knives, 
to devour the poor from off the carth, and the needy from among mens. IIe 
that oppreſſeth the poor, reproacheth his maker; but he that honoureth him, 
' hath mercy on the poor“. He that oppreſſeth the poor to increaſe his riches, 
ſhall ſurely come to want i. A poor man that oppreſſeth the poor, is like 
a {weeping rain which leaveth no food *, As a roaring lion, and a raging bear; 
ſo is a wicked ruler over the poor people 1. 

The wicked in his pride doth perſecute the poor *. He ſitteth in the lurking 
places of the villages ;.in the ſecret places doth he murder the innocent; his eycs 
are privily ſet againſt the poor. He lieth in wait ſecretly as a lion in his den; 
hg lieth in wait to catch the poor; he doth catch the poor when he draweth 
them into his net. He croucheth, and humbleth himſelf», For lo the wicked 
bend thcir bow, they make ready their arrow upon the ſtring ; that they 
may privily ſhoot at the upright in heart *. The wicked have drawn out thc 
{word, and have bent their bow to caſt down the poor and necdy, and to ſlay 
{uch as be of upright converſation their ſword ſhall enter into their own heart, 
and their bow ſhall be broken? . Truſt not in oppreſſion, and become not vain 
in robbery s. For the Lord hath a controverſy with the inhabitants of the land; 
by ſwearing, and lying, and killing, they break out; therefore ſhall the land 
mourn ©, The Lord ſtandeth up to plead, and ſtandeth to judge the people. The 
Lord will enter into judgment with the antients of his people, and. the princc3 


thereof; 
Deut. xxvil. 19. e Exod. xxli 25, 26. Deut. xxiv. 10, —15. 8 Prov. xxx. 14. 
v Prov. xiv. 31. Prov. xxii. 16, * Prov. xxviil. 3. 1 Prov. xxvili. 15. 


w Plal. x. 2. » Plal. x. 8, 9, 10. o Plal. xi. 2. 
+ Plal, Ixil. 10. r Hoſea iv. 2, 2, 3. 
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thereof ; for ye have caten up the vineyard, the ſpoil of the poor is in your 
houſesſ. Your iniquities have ſeparated between you and your God, and your 
ſins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. For your hands are de— 
fled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity. None calleth for juſtice, nor 
any pleadeth for truth*, Their works are works of iniquity, and the act of vio- 
lence is in their hands; their feet run to evil, and they make haite to ſhed inno— 
cent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, waſting and deſtruction are 
in their paths; the way of peace they know not, and there is no judgment in 
their goings z they have made them crooked paths; whoſoever gocth thercin, 
fall not know peace u. In tranſgreſling and lying againſt the Lord, and depart- 
ing away from our God, ſpeaking oppreſſion and revolt, and uttering from the 
heart words of falſchood; judgment is turned away backward, and juſt ice ſtand- 
eth afar off; for truth is fallen in the ſtreet, and equity cannot enter; yea 
truth faileth, and he that departeth from evil, maketh himſelf a prey. And the 
Lord ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him“. According to their deeds, accordingly he 
will repay fury to bis adverſaries, recompence to his enemies“. 


SECT. 3. Theſe crimes are an abomination to the Lord. 


WHAT mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the 
poor, faith the Lord God of hoſts *! Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? 
who eat up my people as they eat bread d. Thus faith the Lord God, The ci— 
ty ſheddeth blood in the midſt of it, that her time may come. Thou art become 
guilty in thy blood that thou haſt ſhed . Behold the princes of Iſrael, every 
one were in thee to their power to ſhed blood. In the midſt of thee have they 
dealt by oppreſſion with the ſtranger; in thee have they vexed the father- 
leſs and the widow9; in thee have they taken gifts ro ſhed blood; thou 
haſt taken uſury and increaſe, and thou haſt greedily gained of thy neigh- 
bours by extortion. Behold therefore I have ſmitten my hand at thy diſhoneſt 
gain which thou haſt made, and at thy blood which is in the midſt of thee e. 
There is a conſpiracy of her prophets in the midit thereof, like a roaring lion, 
ravening the prey; they have devoured fouls ; they have taken the treaſure and 
precious things; they have made her many widows in the midſt thereof f. Her 
princes in the midſt thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to ſhed blood, 
and to deſtroy ſouls, to get diſhoneſt gain s. The people of the land have uſed 


4K 2 * oppreſſion, 
f Iſa. iii. 13, 14. t Iſa, Iix. 2. 3, 4. u Iſa. lix. 6, 7, 8. = Iſa. liz. 13, 14, 15. 
Y Iſa lix. 18. 
34 *TIfa.iii. 15. d Pal. xiv. 4. e F.2ek. xxii. 3, 4. 4 Ezek. xxi i. 6, 7, 
Ezek. xxli. 12, 13. f Ezek. xxii. 25. e Ezek. xxii. 27, 
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oppreſſion, and exerciſed robbery ; and have vexed the poor and needy; yea 
they have oppreſſed the ſtranger wrongfully *. Therefore, as I live, faith the 
Lord God, I will prepare thee unto blood, and blood ſhall purſue thee i, Thine 
eyes and thine heart are not but for thy covetouſneſs, and to ſhed innocent 
blood, and for oppreſlion, and for violence to do it“. Wo unto them that 
decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievouſneſs which they have 
preicribed, to turn aſide the needy from judgment, and to take the right 
from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they 
may rob the fatherleſs!, They afflict the juit, they take a bribe, and they 
turn aſide the poor in the gate from their right ®. - Wo to thee tlat 
ſpoileſt, and thou waſt not ſpoiled ; and dealctt treacherouſiy, and they 
dealt not treacherouſly with thee ®. Wo to them that are at caſe in Zion, 
but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joſeph e. Wo to them that deviſe 
iniquity, and work evil upon their beds; when the morning is light, they prac- 
tiſe it, becauſe it is in the power of their hands“. And they covet fields, and 
take them by violence, and houſes, and take them away; fo they oppreſs 
a man and his houſe, even a man and his heritage . Wo be to the ſhepherds of 
{ſracl that do feed themſelves ; ſhould not the ſhepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat 
the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool ; ye kill them that are fed, but ye 
feed not the flock. The difcaſed have ye not ſtrengthned, neither have ye heal- 
ed that which was ſick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, nci- 
ther have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye ſought 
that which was loſt; but with force, and with cruelty have ye ruled them*; 
foraſmuch thereſore as your treading is upon the poor, and ye take from him 
burdens of wheat; ye have built houſes of hewn ſtone, but ye ſhall not dwell 
in them; ye have planted pleaſant vineyards,. but ye ſhall not drink of them. 
For I know your manifold tranſgreſſions, and your mighty ſinsf. And I will 
come near to you to judgment; and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt thoſe that 
oppreſs the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherleſs, and that turn 
aſide the ſtranger from his right, and fear not me, ſaith the Lord of hoits**. 
| a 

SH cr. 4. He therefore ſolemnly warns his people againſt them, and enjoins 

them to execute judgment, and to ſhew mercy and compaſſion to the indi- 

gent and diſtreſſed. | 


WHEREFORE have we faſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeſt not? Wherefore have 
we afflicted our ſoul, and thou takeſt no knowledge? Behold in the day of your 


faſt 
b Ezek. xxii. 29. i Ezek. xxxv. 6. * Ter. xxii. 17. I Tſa, x. 1, 2. 
m Amos v. 12. „ Ja. xxxili. 1. * Amos vi. 1, 6. P Mic. ii 1. 
q Mic. ji. 2. Ezek. xxxiv 2.—4. Amos v. 11, 12. t Mal. iii. 5+ 


* See Amos viii. 3, —8. quoted in the preceding chapter, ſect. 4. 
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faſt you find plcaſure, and exact all your labours. Behold, ye faſt for ſtrife and 


debate, and to ſmite with the tiſt oi wickedneſs, Ye ſhall not faſt as ye uv _ 
day. Is not this the faſt that I have choſen? to looſe the bands of WICK, 
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go tree, and that ye break 
every yoke * ? Thus faith the Lord God, Let it {uthce you, O princes v1 iracl ; 
remove violence and ſpoil, and execute judgment and juttice, take away your 
exactions from my people *. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of hoſts, ſaying, Execute 
true judgment, and ſhow mercy and compaſiions every man to his brother; and 
oppreſs not the widow, nor the tarherlcis, the ſtranger, nor the poor ; and Jet 
none of you imagine evil againſt his brother in your heart e. For if ye tho- 
roughly amend your ways, and your doings ; it ye thoroughly execute judgment 
betwixt a man and his neighbour ; if ye oppreſs not the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, 
and the widow, and ſhed not innocent blood in this place; then will I cauſe you 
to dwell in this place 4. Thus faith the Lord, Execute ye judgment and righ— 
teouſneſs, and deliver the ſpoiled out of the hand of the oppreſſor; and do no 
wrong, do no violence to the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, nor the widow,ncither ſhed 
innocent blood ©: Waſh ye, make you clean, put away the evil of your dvings 
from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek judgment, rclicve 
the opprefled, judge the fatherleſs, jplead for the widow * ; open thy mouth for 
the dumb in the cauſe of all ſuch as are appointed for deſtruction. Opcn thy 
mouth, judge righteouſly, and plead the cauſe of the poor and needy s. Mike 
thy ſhadow as the night in the midit of the noon-day ; hide the outcaſts, be- 
wray not him that wandereth ; let mine outcaſts dwell with thee, be thou a 
covert to them from the face of the ſpoiler *. And in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou 
be eſtabliſhed 3 thou ſhalt be far from oppreſſion, for thou ſhalt not tear; and 
from terror, for it ſhall not come near thee ', No weapon that is formed againtt 
thee ſhall proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt thee in judgment 
ſhalt thou condemn *. 

If thou ſeeſt the oppreſſion of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment 
and juſtice in a province, marvel not at the matter; for he that is higher than 
the higheſt regardeth ', The Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, 
which regardeth not perſons, nor taketh reward; he doth execute the judgment 
of the fatherleſs and widow, and loveth the ſtranger in giving him food and 
raiment. Love ye therefore the itranger; for ye were ſtrangers in the land of 
Egypt *. If there be among you a poor man of one of your brethren, within 
any of thy gates, in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou ſhalt 


NOT 
$ 4. * Tf. lviii. 3, —6. b Ezek, xlv. . Zech. vil. 9, 10. 4 Jer. vii. 5, 6, 7. 
e Jer xxil. 3. f Ila. i. 16, 17, s Prov. xxxi. 8, 9. Iſa xvi. 3. 4 
i Wa, liv. 13, 14. * Ita, liv. 17, 1 Eccleſ. v. 8. m Deut. x. 17, 18,19, 
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not harden thy heart, nor ſhut thy hand from thy poor brother. But thou ſhalt 
ohen thine hand wide unto him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his nceq 
in that which he wanteth, Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked 
leart, ſaying, The ſeventh ycar, the year of releaſe is at hand; and thine eye 
be cvil againſt thy poor brother, and thou giveſt him nought, and he cry unto 
the Lord againſt thee, and it be fin unto thee. Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, 
and thine heart ſhall not be grieved when thou giveſt unto him; becauſe that 
for this thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy works and in all that 
thou putteſt thine hand unto, For the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land; 
theretore I command thee, faying, Thou ſhalt open thine hand wide unto thy 
brother, to thy poor, and to the needy in thy landa. When ye reap the harvett 
of your land, thou ſhalt not wholly rcap the corners of thy field, neither ſhalt 
thou gather the gleanings of thy harveſt ®. When thou halt forgot a ſheaf in 
the field, thou ſhalt not go again to fetch it; it ſhall be for the ſtranger, for the 
fatherlel(s, and for the widow ; that the Lord thy God may bleſs thee in all the 
work of thy hands, When thou beateit thine olive tree, thou ſhalt not go over 
the boughs again; it ſhall be for the ſtranger, for the fatherleſs, and for the 
widow, When thou gathereſt the grapes of thy vincyard, thou ſhalt not glean 
it afterwards z it ſhall be for the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the widow “. 

IF thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and thoſe that are 
rendy to be flain ; if thou ſayſt, Behold we know it not; doth not he that ponder- 
ech the heart conſider it? and he that keepeth thy foul, doth not he know it? 


and ſhall not he render to every man according to his works“? With-hold not 


good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do 
it. Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to-morrow I will 
give, when thou haſt it by thee”. The merciful man doth good to his own ſoul; 
but he that is cruel, troubleth his own fleſh,, Ile that by uſury and unjutt gain 
jucreaſeth his ſubſtance, he ſhall gather it for him that will pity the poor ©, There 
is that maketh himſelf rich, yet hath nothing; there is that maketh himſelf poor, 
and yet hath great riches", There is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth ; and 
there is that with-holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The 
libcral ſou! ſhall be made fat; and he that watereth, ſhall be watered alſo him- 
ſelf, He that with-holdeth corn, the people ſhall curſe him; but bleſſing ſhall 
be upon the head of him that ſelleth it *. The righteous is ever merciful and 
ſendeth; and his ſeed is blefied?, He thar deſpiſeth his neighbour, ſinneth; but 
ne that hath mercy on the poor, happy is he“. Whoſo ſtoppeth his ears at the 


cry 


n Deut. xv. 7,17, o Lev. xix. . Deut. xxiv. 19, 20, 21. Prov. XXIV, 11, 12. 


r Prov. iii. 27, 28. Prov. xi. 17. © Prov. xxvili. 8. v Prov. Xill. 7. 
* Prov, xi. 24, 25, 26 #7 Pal. xxxvil. 25, 26. Prov. xiv. 21. 
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cry of the poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be heard . He that gi- 
veth to the poor, ſhall not lack; but he that hideth his eyes, ſhall have many a 
curſe b. 


SECT. 5. The oppoſite principles and ch of cruelty and ſympathy fir- 
ther illuſtrated. 


So ME remove the land-mark ; they violently take away flocks, and feed thei e- 
of; they drive away the afs of the fatherleſs, they take the widow's ox tor a pledge; 
they turn the needy out of the way; the poor of the carth hide themſelves to— 


gether *. They cauſe the naked to lodge without cloathing, that they have no- 


covering in the cold; they are wet with the ſhowers of the mountains, and em- 
brace the rock for want of a ſhelter ; they pluck the fatherleſs from the breaſt, 
und take a pledge of the poor; they cauſe him to go naked without clothing, 
and they take away the ſheaf from the hungry ®. By reaſon of the multitude of 
oppreſhons, they make the oppreſſed to cry; they cry out by reaſon of the arm 
of the mighty®. They cauſe the cry of the poor to come unto him; and he 
heareth the cry of the afflicted a. Becauſe he hath oppreſſed and forſaken the 
poor; becauſe he hath violently taken away an houſc which he builded not; 
ſurely he ſhall not feel quietneſs in his belly, he ſhall not fave of that which 1s 
defired ©, This is the portion of a wicked man with God, and the heritage or 
oppreſſors, which they ſhall receive of the Almighty ; if his children be mul- 
tiplied, it is for the ſword; and his offspring ſhall not be ſatisfied with bred, 
Thoſe that remain of him ſhall be buried in death; and his widows ſhall not 
weep*. Thou haſt taken a pledge from thy brother for nought, and ſtrivpe. 
the naked of their clothing. Thou haſt not given water to the weary to drinh, 
and thou haſt with-holden bread from the hungry s. Thou haſt ſent widows a— 
way empty, and the arms of the fatherleſs have been broken. Therefore ſuarcs 
are round about thee, and ſudden fear troubleth thee *, How haſt thou helpe( 
him that is without power? How ſaveſt thou the arm that hath no ſtrength? 
How haſt thou counſelled him that hath no wiſdom ? and how hatt thou pienti- 
fully declared the thing as it is“? 

Is not deſtruction to the wicked ? and a ſtrange puniſhment to the workers 
of iniquity ? Doth not he {ce my ways, and count all my ſteps* ? If I have with- 


hold 
Prov. xxi. 13. _ b Prov, #Xviii. 27- 
3 5. Job xxiv. 2, 3, 4. b Job xxiv. 7. — 10. © Job xxxv. 9. 4 Job xxxiv. 28. 
Job xx. 19, 20. f Job xxvil. 13, 14, 15. s Job, xxii. 6, 7. b Job 2x#il. , 18. 
3 Job xxvi. 2, 3, * Job xXxXxi, 37 4. 
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held the poor from their deſire, or have cauſed the eyes of the widow to fail; or 
have eaten my morſe] myſelt alone, and the fatherleſs hath not eaten thereof: [Fox 
from my youth he was brought up with me, as with a father, and I have guid. 
ed her from my mother's womb : ] If I haveſeen any periſh for want ot clothing, 
or any poor without covering ; if his loins have not bleſſed me, and if he were 
not warined with the fleece of my ſheep; if I have lift up my hand againſt the 
fatherleſs, when I ſaw my help in the gate; then let mine arm fall from my 
ſhoulder-blade, and mine arm be broken from the bone, The ſtranger did not 
lodge in the ſtreet; but I opened my doors to the traveller“. Did not I weep 
for him that was in trouble? Was not my foul grieved for the poor? Oh thar 
] were as in months palt, as in the days when God preſerved nde. When the 
ear heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when rhe eye ſaw me, then it gave wit- 
neſs co me; becauſe I delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherleſ., and him 
that had none to help him. The bleſſing of him that was ready to periih c:mec 
upon me; and | cauſed the widow's heart to ſing tor joy“. I was eyes to the 
blind, and feet was I] to the lame. I was a father to the poor, and the cauſe 
which I knew nor, I ſearched out, And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the ſpoil out of his teeth“. 


SECT. 6. Mercy and kindneſs to our diſtreſſed brethren, are peculiarly en- 
Joined by our Lord, 


BLiesszD are the merciful; for they ſhall obtain mercy *, Give to every 
man that aſketh of thee ; and of him that taketh away thy goods, aſk them not a- 
gain. Andasye would that men ſhould do to you, do ye alſo to them likewiſe, 
For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye ? for ſinners allo love 
thoſe thar love them. And it ye do good to them which do good to you, what 
thank have ye? for ſinners alſo do even the fame, And if ye lend to them from 
whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for ſinners alſo lend co ſinners, 
to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the 
children of rhe Higheſt ; for he js Kind unto the unthankful and the evil. Be ye 
therefore merciful, as your Father alſo is merciful, Judge not, and ye ſhall not 
bc judged; condemn not, and ye ſhall not be condemned; forgive, and ye ſhall 
be forgiven, Give, and it ſhall be given unto you; good meaſure, preſſed down, 
and thaken together, and running over, ſhall men give into your boſom», 
When 


1 Job xxxi. 16,22, m Joh xxxi 32. » Job xxx. 25+ * Job xxix. 2. 
Job A 11, 12 1 2 Job #xix 15, +6, 1). 


6 6. Matth. v. 7. | b Luke vi. 30,—38. 
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When thou makeſt a dinner or a ſupper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, 
neither thy kinſmen, nor thy rich neighbours; leſt they alſo bid thee again, and a 
recompence be made thee. But when thou makelt a feaſt, call the poor, the maim- 
ed, the lame, the blind; and thou ſhalt be bleſſed, for they cannot recompenſe thee; 
for thou ſhalt be recompenſed at the reſurrection of the juſt ©. And he took a child 
and ſet him in the midſt of them; and when he had taken him in his arms, he ſaid 
to them, Whoſoever ſhall receive one of ſuch children in my name, receiveth me; 
and whoſoever {hall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that ſent me“. And 
whoſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little ones, that believe in me, it is better 
for him that a milſtone were hanged about his neck, and he were caſt into the 
ſene. And whoſoe ver ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe little ones, a cup of 
cold water only in the name of a diſciple, verily, I ſay unto you, he ſhall in no 
wiſe loſe his rewardf, Verily, I fay unto you, In as much as ye have done it 
unto one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me 8. Sell that 
ye have, and give alms; provide yourſelves bags which wax not old, a treaſure 
in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth cor- 
rupteth®. Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be ſeen of them ; 
otherwiſe ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore, 
when thou doſt thine alms, do not found a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites 
do, in the ſynagogues, and in the ſtreets, that they may have glory of men. 
Verily, 1 ſay unto you, they have their reward. But when thou doſt alms, let 
not thy left hand know what thy right hand doth; that thine alms may be in 
ſecret; and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly !. 


SECT. 7. The parable of the good Samaritan. 


A cexTaAIN lawyer“, willing to juſtify himſelf, ſaid unto Jeſus, And who is 
my neighbour? And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid, A certain man went down from [Je- 
ruſalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which {tripped him of his raiment, 
and wounded him, and departed, leaving him halt dead. And by chance there 
came down a certain prieſt that way; and when he ſaw him, he paſſed by on 
the other fide. And likewiſe a Levite, when he was at the place, came and 
looked on him, and paſſed by on the other ſide >, But a certain Samaritan as he 
journeyed, crme where he was; and when he ſaw him, he had compaſſion on 
him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and 
{et him on his own beaft, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And 


4 L on 
© Luke xiv. 12, 13, 14. 4 Mark ix. 36, 37. e Mark ix. 42. t Matth. x. 42. 
Matth. xxv. 40. b Luke xii. 333 i Matth. vi. 1,4, 


$7. * Luke x. 25. d Luke x. 29,32 
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on the morrow, when he departed, he took out two-pence, and gave them 
to the hoſt, and nid unto him, Take care of him; and whatſoever thou ſpend. 
eſt more, when I come again, I will repay thee, Which now of theſe three 

. . . f 3 
thinkett thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves ? And kc 
ſaid, He that ſhewed mercy on him. Then ſaid Jeſus unto him, Go, and do thou 
likewile ©, 


SECT. 8. Compaſſion, kindneſs, and beneficence are eſſentially requiſite.— 
The ſpirit of love is indeed the true chriſtian ſpirit. 


From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, 
even of your luſts that war in your members? Ye juit, and have not; ye kill, 
and deſire to have, and cannot obtain; ye fight and war, yet ye have not, be- 
cauſe ye aſk not. Ye aſk, and receive not; becauſe ye aſk amiſs, that ye may 
conſume it upon your luſts *, Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your 
miſeries that ſhall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your gar— 
ments are moth- eaten. Your gold and ſilver is cankered ; and the ruſt of them 
Hall be a witneſs againſt you, and ſhall cat your fleſh as it were fire; ye have 
ncaped treaſure together for the laſt days. Behold, the hire of the labourers 
which have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth; 
and the cries of them which have reaped, are entered into the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleaſure on the earth, and been wanton ; ye have 
nouriſhed your hearts as in a day of ſlaughter; ye have condemned and killed 
the juſt, and he doth not reſiſt you *. He ſhall have judgment without mercy, 
that hath ſhewed no mercy ©. 

The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Chriſt ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Chriſt? For we being many are one bread, and one body; for we are all parta- 
kers of that one bread d. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; ſo alſo is Chriſt, 
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body © ; that there ſhould be no 
ſchiſm in the body, but that the members ſhould have the ſame care one for an- 
other. And whether one member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it; or it 
one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it f, For as we have 
many members in one body, and all members have not the ſame office; ſo we 
being many are one body in Chriſt, and every one members one of another“. 
Let him that giveth, do it with ſimplicity ; he that ſheweth mercy, with chear- 

fulneſs, 


e Luke x. 33,—3Z7. 


C8, James iv. 1, 2, 3. b James v. 1,—6. © James ii. 13, 4 x Cor. x. 16, 17. 
e 1 Cor, xii. 12, 13. t 1 Cor, xii. 25, 26. Rom. xii. 4, 5. 
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fulneſs. Let love be without diſſimulation: Be kindly affectioned one to another; 
with brotherly love preferring one another“; diſtributing to the neceſſities of 
the ſaints; given to hoſpitality . Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them that weep, Be of the ſame mind one towards another *. Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man alſo on the things of others'. Uſe 
hoſpitality one to another without grudging. As every man hath received the 
gift; even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as good ſtewards of the mani- 
fold grace of God. If any man miniſter, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth; that God in all things may be ploritied through Jefus Chritt *. As 
theretore we have opportunity, let us do good unto all men, eſpecially unto them 
that are of the houſhold of faith“; and walk in love, as Chritit alſo hath loved 
us, and given himſelf for uss. Be ye all of one mind, having compaſſion one of 
another; love as brethren, be pititul, be courteous *®, The wildom that is from 
above is peaceable, pentle, and caſy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits . Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, 
be put away trom you, with all malice. And be kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Chriit's ſake hath torgiven you”. 
Comtort the feeble minded, ſupport the weak, be patient towards all men“ 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and fo fulfil che law of Chriſt *, even as I pleaſe 
all men in all things ; not ſeeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that 
they may be ſaved ®, Be not forgetful to entertain ſtrangers ; for thereby ſome 
have entertained angels unawares. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound 
with them; and them which ſuffer adverſity, as being yourſelves alſo in the bo- 
dy*, Pure religion and undetiled before God and the Father, is this, To viſit 
the fatherleſs and widows in their affliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted irom 
the world . But to do good, and to communicate, torget not; tor with ſuch 
ſacrifices God is well pleaſed *, Put on theretore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meeknelſs, long- 
ſuffering, forbearing one another, forgiving one another; if any man have a 
quarrel againſt any; even as Chritt forgave you, ſo alſo do ye“. 
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SECT. 9. Of almſgiving. 


Is not this the faſt that I have choſen? To looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to 


undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break e- 1107 
4 L 2 very 1400 
d Rom. xii. 8. 9, 10. | Rom. xii. We * Rom. xii. 15, 16. 1 Philip. ii. 4. I! ; 
m Pet. iv. 9, 10, Il. n Gal. vi. 10. -.. © Epi v. 2. P 1 Pet, iii. 8, | 1 | 
James iii. 17. r Eph. iv. 31, 32. c1 Theſl: v. 14. © Gal vi. 2. II a! 

® x Cor. x. 33. * Heb. xiil. 2, 3. James i. 27, z Heb, xii!, 16, | 1% 


Col. iii. 12, 13. 
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very yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are ca{t out to thy houſe, when thou ſeeit the naked that thou cove; 
him, and that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own fleſh ? And if thou draw out 
thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the afflicted foul, then ſhall thy light riſe in ob. 
ſcurity, and thy darkneſs be as the noon-diy . He that hath a bountiful eye ſhall 
be blefled : For he giveth of his bread to the poor d. Whoſo mocketh the poor, 
reproacheth his Maker ©, The righteous man conſidereth the cauſe of the Poor, 
but the wicked regardeth not to know it d. He that hath pity upon the poor, land- 
eth unto the Lord; and that which he hath given will he pay him again ©, Cali ly 
bread upon the waters, for thou ſhalt find it after mary days. Give a portion to 
ſeven, and alſo to eight, for thou knoweſt not what evil nan be upon the carchc, 
I have been young and now am old, yet have | not ſeen the righteous jorſaken, 
nor his ſeed begging bread, He is ever merciful, and lendeth, and his feed is 
bleſſeds e. The liberal deviſeth liberal things, and by liberal things ſhall he 
{tind"., He hath diſperſed, he hath given to the poor, his righteouſneſs endu— 
reth for ever. He is gracious and full of compallion, and. righteous i, 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they do good, that they be rich 
in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, laying up in ſtore 
for themſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come“. I have ſhewed 
you all things, how that fo labouring ye ought to ſupport the weak; and to re- 
member the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to vive 
than to receive. Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God choſen the poor 
of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promiſed to 
them that love him ? But ye have deſpiſed the poor. Do no not rich men op- 
preſs you, and draw you before the judgment-ſeats m? If ye fulfil the royal law 
according to the ſcripture, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, ye do well", 
If a brother or ſiſter be naked, and deſtitute of daily food; and one of you ſay 
unto them, Depart in peace, be you warmed and filled; notwithitanding ye give 
them not thoſe things that are needful to the body; what doth it profit *? Who- 
ſo hath this world's good, and ſeeth his brother have need, and ſhutteth up his 
bowels of compaſſion from him; how dwelleth the love of God in him?? 

Now concerning the collection for the ſaints, as I. have given order to the 
churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye. Upon the firſt day of the week, let every 
one of you lay by him in ſtore, as God hath proſpered him, that there be no ga- 


therings 
S 9, * Iſa. Iviii. 6, 7, 10. b Prov. xxii. . Prov. xvii. 5. 4 Prov. xxix. 7. 
© Prov, xix. 17. f Eccleſ xi 1, 2. s Plal. xxxvii. 25, 26. Þ Iſa. xxxii. 8. 
i Pfal. cxii. 9, 4. * 1 Tim. vi 17, 18, 19. Acts xx. 35. m James ii. 5, 6. 
» James ii. 8. * James ii. 15, 16. ? 1 John iii. 17. | 


* Sce more on this ſubject through the whole of this chapter, particularly ſec. 4. 
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therings when I come. And when I come, whomſoever ye ſhall approve by your 
letters, them will I fend to bring your liberaliry nnro Jerulalem *. Moreover, 
brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of G, bultowed on the churches of 
Macedonia; how that in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy, 
and their deep poverty, abounded unto the riches ©; their Iiberality. For to their 
power, I bear record, yea and bey ond their power, they were willing of them- 
felives; praying us with much intreaty, that we would receive the gift, and take 
upon us the tellowthip of the miniſtring to the ſaints r. Therefore as ye abound 
in every thing, in faith, in utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and 
in your love to us; ſce that ye abound in this grace allo l. For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, that though he was rich, yet for your ſakes he 
became poor, that ye throuph his poverty might be richt. Now therefore per— 
form the doing of it ; that as there was a readineſs to will, ſo there may be a 
performance alſo out of that which ye have, For if there be firſt a willing mind, 
it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 
As it is written, He that had gathered much, had nothing over; and he the 

had gathered little, had no Jack * #, But this I ny, He which ſoweth ſparingly, 
ſhall reap alſo ſparingly ; and he which ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap alſo boun- 
tifully. Every man according as he purpoſeth in his heart, fo let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necellty ; for God loveth a cheartu] giver, And God is able 
to make all grace abound towards you ; that ye always having all ſufficiency in 
all things, may abound to every good work As it is written, He hath diſperſed 
abroad, he hath given to the poor; his righteouſneſs remaincth for ever. Now 
le that miniſtreth ſeed to the ſower, both miniſter bread for your food, and 
multiply your feed ſown, and increaſe the fruits of your righteouſneſs, being 
enriched in every good thing to all bountitulneſs, which cauſeth through us 
thankſgiving to God; whiles by the experiment ot this miniſtration, they glo— 
rify God for your profeſſed ſubjection unto the golpel of Chritt, and tor your 
liberal diſtribution unto them, and unto all men ?, 

My brethren, dearly beloved, and longed tor, my joy and crown *; I rcjo!- 
ced in the Lord greatly, that now at the latt, your care of me flouruhed 
again; wherein ye weie allo carctul, but ye lacked opportunity, Not that I 
ſpeak in reſpect of want; for I have Icarned in whaticenc flate Jam, there- 
with to be content. Notwithitanding, ye have well done, that ye did com- 


municate 
11 Cor. xvi. 1, 2, 3. r 2 Cor. viii. 1—4. 2 Cor viii. 7. t 2 Cor. viii. 9, 
u 2 Cor. viii 11, 12. * 2 Cor, vili. 15. 2 Cor, ix. 13. * Phil, iv. 1. 


a Phil. iv. 10, 11. 


2 See 2 Cor, viii. by) 6, 8, 10, I 3, I 4, 16,.— 22, 24. and 2 Cor. IX. 15. 
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municate with my affliction o. But my God ſhall ſupply all your need, accord. 
ing to his riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſus e. For God is not unrighteous to for. 
vet your work and labour of love, which ye have thewed towards his name, in 
that ye have miniltred to the ſaints, and do miniſter. And we deſire that eve. 
ry one of you do the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end. 
Make to yourſelves friends of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that when ye 
fail they may receive you into everlaſting habitations e. | 


Ser. 10. Cod is the protector of the widow, the fatherleſs, and the in. 
digent. | 


Tre Lord is known by the judgment which he executeth *. For the needy 
{tall not always be torgotten ; the expectation of the poor ſhall not periſh tor 
ever”, The Lord raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth tlic needy 
out of the dunghill“. He will regard the prayer of the delititute, and not de- 
ſoiſe their prayer s. For he hath looked down from the height of his fſanctua- 
iy; from heaven did the Lord behold the earth; to hear the groaning of the 
Priſoner, to looſe thoſe that are appointed to death © For he ſhall ſtand at the 
right hand of the poor to fave them that condemn his ſoul f. For the rod of the 
wicked ſhall not reſt upon the lot of the righteous ; lett the righteous put forth 
their hands unto iniquitys. The Lord preſerveth the ranger; he relieveth the 
fathierleſs and the widow ®. Rob not the poor becaule he is poor, neither opprel; 
ihe a4jticled in the gate. For the Lord will plead their cauſe, and ſpoil the ſoul 
o thoſe that ſpoiled them. He ſaveth the poor from the ſword, and from the 
hand of the mighty; fo the poor hath hope, and iniquity ſtoppeth her mouth“. 
He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their ears in oppreſſion“. 
He fatisfjech the longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry ſoul with goodneſs n. Ile 
ſetterh che poor on high from affliction a. He ſhall judge the poor of the people, 
lie mall fave the children of the needy, and {hall break in pieces the opprettor *. 
He thall deliver the needy when he crieth ; the poor alſo, and him that hath no 
helper; he ſhall ſpare the poor and needy, and ſhall fave the ſouls of the needy ?. 
He mul redeem their foul from deceit and violence; and precious ſhall their 
blood be in his ſight . And the fir{t-born of the poor {hall feed, and the necdy 


{hail 
> Phil. iv. 14. e Phil. iv. 19. 4 Heb. vi. 10, 11. e Luke vi. 9. 
£ 10. Pal. ix. 16. b Pſal. ix. 18. e Plal. cxiii. 5, 7. 4 Pſal cii. 1. 
e Pſal. cii 19, 20. f Plal cix. 31. e Pial cxxv. 3. * Plal cxlvi. 9. 
Prov. xxii. 22, 23+ * Job v. : 5, 16. Job xxxvi. 15. u Pſal, cvii 9. 


® Plal. cvü. 41. o Plal. IXxii. 4. ? Plal. Ixxii. 12, 1z. 4 Plal. Ixxii. 14. 
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all lie down in ſafety “. The Lord is with me as a mighty terrible one; there- 
fore my perſecutors ſhall ſtumble, and they ſhall not prevail, they ſhall be great- 
ly aſhamed; for the Lord hath delivered the ſoul of the poor from the hand of 
evil docrsf, I know that the Lord will maintain the cauſe of the afllited, and 
the right of the poor. A father of the fatherleſs, and a judize of the widow is 
God in his holy habitation *. 

Leave thy fatherleſs children, I will preſerve them alive, and let thy widows 
traſt in me *. For the oppreſſion of the poor, for the ſighing of the needy, 
now will I arife, faith the Lord; I will ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at 
him). The Lord will deſtroy the houſe of the proud; but he will eſtabliſh the 
border of the widow *, 

Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the poor; the Lord will deliver him in time of 
trouble. The Lord will preſerve him, and keep him alive, and he ſhall be bleſ- 
{cd upon the earth*. Defend the poor and fatherleſs; do juſtice to the afflicted 
and needy ; deliver the poor and needy ; rid them out of the hand of the 
wicked b. 


SECT. 11. Mournful complaints, and pious ſupplications relative to this 
ſubject. 


O LokD, how long ſhall I cry, and thou wilt not hear? For ſpoiling and vio- 
lence are before me; and there are that riſe up ſtrife and contention, There- 
fore the law is flacked, and judgment doth never go forth; tor the wicked doth 
compaſs about the righteous ; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth *, Art 
thou not from everlaſting, O Lord my God, mine Holy One? O Lord, thou 
haſt ordained them for judgment ; and, O mighty God, thou haſt ct ;6lihoq 
them for correction v. Give ear to my prayer, O God, and hide nor thyſelf 
from my ſupplication. Attend unto me, and hear me; I mourn in my com- 
plaint and make a noiſe, becauſe of the voice of the enemy, becauſe of te op— 
preſſion of the wicked. O chat I had wings like a dove! for then would 1 fly 
away and be at reſt*, The Lord will abhor the bloody and deceitful min“. 
Shew thy marvellous loving-kindneſs, O thou that ſaveſt by thy right hand, 
them which put their truſt in thee, from thoſe that riſe up againſt them. Keep 


me as the apple of the eye; hide me under the ſhadow of thy wings, from the 


wicked 
rIſa. xiv. 30. ſ Jer. xx. 11, 13. * Pal. cxl. 72. v Pſal. Ixviii. 5. 
= ſer. xlix. 11, Pal. xii. 5. * Prov. xv. 25. « Pſal. xli. 1, 2. 


b Pſal. IxXxIi. 3, 4. 
ir. Hab i. 2, 3, 4. b Hab. i. 12. e Pſal, lv. 1, 2,3, 6. 4 Pfal. v. * 
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wicked that oppreſs me, from my deadly enemies who compaſs me about. They 
now have compaſſed us in our ſteps; they have ſet their eyes bowing down tg 
the earth; like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young on 
larking in ſecret places. Ariſe, O Lord, diſappoint him, caſt him down; de— 
liver my foul from the wicked which is thy {wordf, Gather not my foul with 
ſinners, nor my lite with bloody men; in whoſe hand is miſchiet ; and ther 
right hand is full of bribes s. Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the 
wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous, and cruel man“. Leave me nor 
to mine oppredors. Deliver me from the oppreſſion of man i. O deliver not 
the ſoul of thy turtle dove unto the multitude of the wicked; torger not the 
congregation of thy poor tor ever. Have reſpect unto the covenant ; tor the 
dark places of the earth are full of che habitations of cruelty. O Let not the op- 
preſſed return aſhamed ; let the poor and needy praiſe thy name “. 


Examples. 


« CRUELTY and violence ſoon took place in the world, and their dreidful 
& eftects have been felt in all ages. Inttead of mentioning ſome flagitious per. 
© {ons of this character, noted with infamy in ſacred writ, let me remind the 
render of the compaiſionate rendernels and generous forgiveneſs which the 
&« injured Joſeph manitelted to his offending brethren.” Then Joſeph could not 
refrain himtelf before all them that ſtood by him; and he cried, Cauſe every 
man go out from me: And there ſtood no man with him while Joſeph made 
himſcli known unto his brethren. And he wept aloud: And Jo eph ſaid unto 
his brethren, I am Joſeph, doth my father yet live? and his brethren could not 
anſwer him, for they were troubled at his preſence, &-c.*. As for you, ye thought 
evil againſt me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pals as it is this day, 
Now therefore, fear ye not: I will nourith you, and your little ones; and he 
comtorted them, and ſpake kindly unto them d. 


« 7AccHEUs, immcdiately on his converſion, ſhows his happy turn of mind.” 
Behold, Lord, the halr of my goods I give to the poor, and it I have taken any 
ching from any man by talſe acculation, 1 reſtore him fourtold e. 


«+ CORNELIUS was a perſon diſtinguiſhed by his devotion to God, and benc- 
© ficcnce to men, God was pleated to honour him by ſending a meſſenger from 
heaven 


« Pſa). xvii. 7, 8, 9. f Pal. xvii. 11, 12, 13. s Pal. xxvi. 9, 10. h Pſal. Ixxi. 4. 
3 Pial. cxix. 121, 134. * Plal Ixxiv. 19, 20, 21. 


Gen. xlv. 1,—5. Gen. I. 20, 21. e Luke xix. 8. 
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« heaven,“ who ſaid unto him. Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial before God 4. The greateit of all bleſſings was conferred on him, 
„even, The knowledge of the way of ſalvation by Chriſt.” 


« We need hardly mention, that, ſympathy, kindneſs, and generous beneſi— 
« cence were eminently manifeſted by the apoſtles of our Lord, in the whole 
« courſe of their miniſtry, and in their active ſervice for the good of men; 
« and we have ſeen with what earneſtneſs they enjoined a tender compaſlion, 
« a kind attention to the diſtreſſes of their brethren, and liberality to the poor.” 
Then the diſciples, every man according to his ability, determined to ſend re— 
liet unto the brethren which dwelt in Judea, which alſo they did, and ſent unto 
the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul*, © What we read in this paſ- 
« ſage was a frame of ſpirit common to the firlt chriſtians.” 


<« THe ſpirit of charity and of mutual love was indeed ſo remarkable in the 
« firſt ages, that even their enemies ſaid, with admiration and ſome degree of 
« eſteem,” Bchold theſe chriſtians ! How they love one another? 


4 M | . 


Adds x. 4. | e Acts xi. 29, 30. 
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N 


Of CENSORIOUSNESS, or Judging others raſhly, 


SECT, 1. Cenſoriouſneſs is a diſpoſition quite oppoſite to the ſpirit of the po- 
ſpel. 2. Its nature and conſequences ſtated by the apoſtles. 3. A charitable 
manner of ſpeaking and acting recommended. 4. The complaints and pray- 
ers of the people of God relating to this ſubject, 


SECT, 1. Cenſoriouſneſs is a diſpoſition quite oppoſite to the ſpirit of the 
goſpel. 


UDGE not, and ye ſhall not be judged ; condemn not, and ye ſhall not be 
condemned *. For with what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged ; and 
with what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. And why behold- 
c{t thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but conſidereſt not the beam that 
is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou ſay to thy brother, Let me pull out the 
mote out of thine eye, and behold a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, 
firſt caſt out the beam out of thine own eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to 
caſt out the mote out of thy brother's eye v. Judge not according to the ap- 
pearance, but judge righteous judgment ©, Yea, and why even of youiſelves 


judge ye not what is right 4. 


SECT. 2. Its nature and conſequences ſtated by the apoſtles. 


THERE were preſent at that ſeaſon ſome that told him of the Galileans, 


whoſe blood Pilate had mingled with their ſacrifices. And Jeſus anſwering ſaid 


unto them, Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were ſinners above all the Galileans, 
becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you, Nay; but except ye repent, ye ſhall 
all likewiſe periſh. —Or thoſe eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and 
flew them, think ye that they were ſinners above all men that dwelt in Jeruſa- 


lem? I tell you, Nay ; but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh *. 
One 


$ x, * Luke vi. 37. b Matth, vii, 2,53 John vii. 23. « Luke xii, 57» 


$ 2. Luke xiii. 1,—5: 
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One believeth that he may eat all things; another who is weak eateth 
herbs. Let not him that eateth deſpiſe him that eateth not, and let not him 
who eateth not judge him that eateth; for God hath received him. Who arr 
thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant ? To his own maſter he ſtandeth or fal- 
leth d. But why doſt thou judge thy brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought 
thy brother? For we ſhall all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt *, Let 
us not therefore judge one another any more ; but judge this rather, that no 
man put a ſtumbling block, or an occaſion to fall in his brother's way 4, For 
why is my liberty judged of another man's conſcience © ? But with me it is a 
very ſmall thing that 1 ſhould be judged of you, or of man's judgment: For J 
know nothing by myſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtified ; but he that judgeth mc 
is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, 
who will bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt 
the counſels of the hearts ; and then ſhall every man have praiſe of God f, For 
what have I to do to judge them alſo that are without ? Do not ye judge them 
that are within? but them that are without God judgeth s. If we would judge 
ourſelves, we ſhould not be judged*. Do ye look on things after the outward 
appearance ? If any man truſt co himſelt that he is Chriſt's, let him of himſelf 
think this again, that as he is Chriſt's, even ſo are we Chriſt's '. Speak not 
evil one of another, brethren ; he that ſpeaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth 
his brother, ſpeaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law; but if thou judge 
the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. Grudge not one againſt 
another, brethren, leſt ye be condemned; behold the judge ſtandeth before 
the door l. Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thou art that 
judgeſt; for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thyſelf ®. Behold 
thou art called a Jew, and reſteſt in the law, and makeſt thy boaſt of God * ; 
and art confident, that thou thyſelf art a guide of the blind, a light of them 
which fit in darkneſs, an inſtructor of the fooliſh, a teacher of babes, which haſt 
the form of knowledge, and of the truth in the law. Thou therefore which 
teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf * ? That makeſt thy boaſt of the law, 
through breaking the law, diſhonoureſt thou God® ? 


4M 3 SECT, 
> Rom. xiv. 2, 3, 4- Rom. xiv. 10. 4 Rom. xiv. 13. * 1 Cor. x. 29, 
f 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4, 5. e 1 Cor. v. 12, 13. b 1 Cor. xi. 31. 2 Cor. x. 7. 
R James iv. 11. 1 James V. 9. am Rom. ii. 1. 2 Rom. Ii. 17. 


* Rom, ii. 19,— 21. P Rom. ii. 23. 
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SECT. 3. 4 charitable manner M ſpeaking and acting recommended. 


WHEREFORE lay aſide all malice, and all guile, and hypocrifies, and enviee, 
and evil fpeaking . Put them in mind to ſpeak evil of no man *®, For ſome 
learn to be idle, wandering about from houſe to houſe ; and not only idle, but 
tatlers alſo, and buſy bodies, ſpeaking things which they ought not e. They 
are not afraid to {peak evil of dignitics, of things that they underſtand not «, 
If thy brother {hall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him his fault between him 
and thec alone, If he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother; bur if he 
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed. And if he ſhall neglect to 
hear them, tell it unto the church; but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican ?. Charity ſuffereth long, 
and is Kind; charity envieth not, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth f, Above all things have fervent charity among your- 
iclves ; for charity ſhall cover the multitude of fins . He that covereth a tranſ- 
greſſion ſecketh love; but he that repeateth a matter, ſeparateth very friends“. 


* 


SECT. 4. The complaints and prayers of the people of God relating to this 
ſubjed, 


O God, we are become a reproach to our neighbours, a ſcorn and deriſion 
to them that are round about us*. Thou haſt heard their reproach, O Lord », 
O God, how long ſhall the adverſary reproach ©? Remember, O Lord, what 
is come upon us; conſider and behold our reproach 9. 0 

Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my ſou] ©, Reproach hath 
broken my heart, and I am full of heavineſsf, I am a reproach of men, and 
deſpiſed of the people. All they that ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn; they ſhoot out 
the lip, they ſhake the heads. For mine enemies ſpeak againſt me; and they 
that lay wait for my foul take counſel together, faying, God hath forſaken him; 
perſecute and take him, for. there is none to deliver him. O God, be not far 
from me; O my God, make haſte for my help». When they looked upon me, 
they ſhaked their heads, Mine enemies reproach me all the day; and they 
that are mad againſt me, are ſworn againit me *, O Lord, thou knoweſt; re- 
member me, and viſit me; take me not away in thy long-ſuftering ; Know that 


for 
6 3. et. ii. t. b Tit. ii. 1, 2. © 1 Tim. v. 13. 4 2 Pet. ii. 10, 12» 
e Matth. xviii. 15, — 17. f 1 Cor. xili. 4,—6. t 1 Pet. iv. 8. „ Prov. xvii. 9. 
$ 3. Pſa Izvix. 1, 4. b Lam. iii. 67, | © Pſal. Ixxiv. 10. 4 Lam. v. 1. 
e Plal. Izix. 1, f Plal. Ixix. 26 Pal. xxil. 6, 7. b Pſal, Ixxl. 10, 11, 12 


) Plal, cix. 25. x Pſal. Cl. 8. 
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for thy ſake I have ſuffered rebuke ', Thou haſt known my reproach, and my 
ſhame, and my diſhonour ; mine adverſaries are all before thee ", Remember, 
Lord, the reproach of thy ſervants ; how I do bear in my boſom the reproach 

of all the mighty people, wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O Lord“. 
Deliver me from all my tranſgreſſions; make me not the reproach of the fooliſh 9. 
Remove from me reproach and contempt“ . I have ſtuck unto thy teſtimonies, 

O Lord, put me not to ſhame . Turn away my reproach which I fear; for 
thy judgments are good *, 


C 


Of giving and taking REH ROOF. 


3E CT. 1. To admoniſh and reprove our brethren is a part of our duty towards 
them. 2. To hearken to juſt reproof is true wiſdom ;—to reject it is a plain 
evidence of folly; . 3. To reprove with tenderneſs and love, is an important 
injunction of the goſpel. 4. To give and to ſubmit to ſuch reproof, is one 
conſiderable part of chriſtian communion. $5. This temper examplified in the 


diſpoſition of the Pſalmiſt. 1 


SE CT. 1. To admoniſh and reprove our brethren is a part of our duty to- 11 
wards them. wh 


| 
HOU ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart; thou ſhalt in any wiſe I! qi! 1 
rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuſſer fin upon him *®. Reprove not a | "It | 

corner, leſt he hate thee ; rebuke a wiſe man, and he will love thee. Give 
inſtruction to a wiſe man, and he will be yet wiſcr;; teach a juſt man, and he | 
will increaſe in-Jearning ». A reproot entereth more into-a wiſe man, than an 
hundred ſtripes into a fool'e. Debate thy cauſe wich thy neighbour himſelf ; 
and diſcover not a ſecret to another, leſt he that heareth it put thee to ſhame, 
and thine infamy turn not away d. Smite a ſcorner, and the ſimple will beware; 
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and reprove one that hath underſtanding, and he will underſtand knowledge, 
Open rebuke is better than ſecret love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend ; 
but the kiſſes of an enemy are deceitful f, He that rebuketh a man, afterwards 
ſhall find more favour than he that flattereth with the tongue 3. Thereſore 
meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips“. He that ſaith unto the wic- 
ked, Thou art righteous, him ſhall the people curſe ; nations ſhall abhor him, 
But to them that rebuke him ſhall be delight; and a good bleſſing ſhall come 
upon them i, As an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, ſo is a wiſe 
repro1 er upon an obedient car k. For the reproofs of inſtruction are the way 
of life!. 


SECT. 2. To hearken to juſt reproof, is true wiſdom to reject it, is a plain 
evidence of folly. 


A WISE ſon heareth his father's inſtruction ; but a ſcorner heareth not re— 
buke*. Poverty and ſhame ſhall be to him that refuſeth inſtruction ; but he 
that repardeth reproof, ſhall be honoured d. He is in the way of life that keep- 
eth inſtruction; but he that refuſeth reproof erreth*, Whoſo loveth inſtruc- 
tion, loveth knowledge; but he that hateth reproof is brutiſh “. A fol de- 
ſpiſeth his father's inſtruction ; but he that regardeth reproot, is prudent ee. 
Correction is grievous unto him that forſaketh the way; and he that hateth 


rce-roof ſhall die f. A ſcorner loveth not one that reproveth him; neither will 


he go unto the wiſes, The ear that heareth the reproof of life, abideth among 
the wiſe. He that refuſeth inſtruction, deſpiſeth his own ſoul; but he that hear- 
eth reproof getteth underſtanding >. He that being often reproved, hardneth 
his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy 1. It is better 
to hear the rebuke of the wiſe, than for a man to hear the ſong of fools*. For 
the rod and reproof give wiſdom", 


SECT. 3. To reprove with tenderneſs and love, is an important injunction 


of the goſpel. 


BRETHREN, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore 
ſach an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs; conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo be 


tempt- 
Prov. xix. 25. f Prov. xxvii. 5, 6. e Prov. xxviii. 23. bh Prov. 20. 19. 
1 Prov. xxiv. 24, 25. * Prov. xxv. 12. Prov. vi. 23. 
$ 2. Prov. xill. 1. d Prov. xiii 18. e Prov. x. 17. 4 Prov. xii. 1. 
e Prov. xv $. t Pros. xv. 10. e Prov xv. 12. Þ Prov, xv. 31, 32. 
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tempted*. Warn them that are unruly, comfort the feeble- minded, ſupport the -. 11980 
weak v. Of ſome have compalhon, making a difference; and others ſave with 1 
fear, pulling them out of the fire. Yet count him not as an enemy, but admo— 

niſh him as a brothers. And have no tellowſhip with the unfruittul works of ii 
Jarkneſs, but rather reprove theme. Brethren, if any of you do err from the it 4" 
truth, and one convert him; let him know, that he who converteth a ſinner i" | 
from the error of his way, ſhall fave a foul from death, and ſhall hide a multi— e 
tude of ſins t. Take hced to yourſelves; if thy brother treſpaſs againit the, 149] 
rebuke bim; and if he repent, forgive him ®. But exhort one another daily, 
while it is called, To day; leſt any of you be hardned through the deccittulncis 
of ſin “. 

I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, preach the word, re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-ſuffering and doctrine i. All ſcripture 
is given by inſpiration of God, and is profitable tor doctrine, for reproot, tor 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs; that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works *. Theſe things ſpeak, and 
exhort, and rebuke with all authority ; let no man deſpiſe thee... Them that 
ſin, rebuke before all, that others may fear“. Rebuke not an elder, but intreat 
him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; the elder women as mo— 
thers; the younger as filters with all parity : In meekneſs inftruting thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves; it God peradventure will give them repentance, to the ac- 


knowledging of the truth; that they may recover themſelves out of the ſnare 
of the devil.. 
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SECT. 4. To give and to ſubmit to ſuch reproof, is one conſiderable part of 
chriſtian communion. 


— — — — . 
„„ —— — G . _ 


—__ 


— n 
- = — — 
— 


WE beſeech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and arc 
over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you *®. Obey them that have the rule over 
you, and ſubmit yourſelves; for they watch for your ſoulsd. Contci; you 
faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed*. Sub— 
mitting yourſelves one to another, in the fear of God d. And! mylelt alſo am. 
perſuaded of you, my brethren, that ye alſo arc full of goodneſs, filled with all 


knowledge, able alſo to admonith one another *, Let the word of Chritt dwell 
111 
$3 Gal. vi. 1. b 1 Theſſ v. 14. < Jude 22, 23. & 2 Theſſ. iii. 15. 
e Eph. v. 11. f James v. 19, 20. & Luke xvii. 3, b Heb. iii 13, 
t 2. Tim. iv. 1, 2. & 2 Ulm iii. 16, 17. Tit. 20-15: ® 1 Tim. v. 20. \ 
n 1 Tim. v. 1, 2. * 2 Tim: ii 25, 26. 
$4 1 Theſſ. v. 12. b Heb, xi. 17; James v. 16. 4 Eph. v. 21. 
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in you richly ; teaching and admoniſhing one another in pſalms, and hymns, 
and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging with grace in your hearts to the Lord t. Exhorting 
one another, and ſo much the more, as ye ſee the day approaching s. 


SEC r. 5. This temper examplified in the diſpoſition of the Pſalmiſ. 


LET the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a Kindneſs ; and let him reprove me, 
it ſhall be an excellent oil, which ſhall not break my head; for yet my pray— 
er alſo ſhall be in their calainities. They ſhall hear my words for they are 
ſwect a. 


% EXAMPLESs of courage in giving, and wiſdom in taking reproof, frequent- 
6 ly occur in ſcripture,” 


© Txers is a peculiar addreſs, and at the ſame time, a noble firmneſs in the 
rebuke given by the prophet Nathan to David, tor his dreadful crime in the 
„ matter of Uriah; and the humility, and penitent ſubmiſſion of that great 
prince, in receiving the reproof, is a memorable example of an ear open to 
*© inſtruction. Nathan having ſpoken his parable to David, after his crime with 
© the wife of Uriah.” David ſaid to Nathan, as the Lord liveth, the man that 
hath done this thing ſhall ſurcly die. And Nathan ſaid to David, Thou art the 
man. And David ſaid unto Nathan, I have ſinned againſt the Lord“. 


WI cannot but remark the ſpirit, the invincible reſolution with which the 
ce prophets, (particularly Iſaiah and Jeremiah) teſtified-to, Judah of their tranſ- 
c egreſſions, and to Jeruſalem of their ſins. Happy had it been for that pcople, 
* could we have quoted them as examples of attention and obedience,” 


«© The great apoſtle Pan] gives a noble pattern of adminiſtring reproofs. 
* When cenſuring the church of Corinth on account of the diſorders that pre- 
vailed amongſt them, he diſcovers the greateſt renderneſs and delicacy; and 
{© by expreſſions of his love, and peculiar concern for them, makes the reproot 
at once leſs diſtaſteful, and more prevalent,” 


« SAMUEL the prophet may be juſtly conſidered as one of the boldeſt re- 


{© provers. The royal dignity of Saul could not diſmay him. See his rebuke 
6.20 


f Col. 111.16, 6 Reb. x. 25. 
$ 5. Pal. cxli. 5, 6. 


2 Sam. xii. 5, 7, 13. 
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« to that prince, when he had preſumed to act as a prieſt, 1 Sam. xiii. 13, 14. 
In like manner when he brought home the ſpoil of Amalek, 1 Sam. xv. 16, 
« —19, 22, 23. The prophet Elijah, fearleſs of the pride and cruelty of A- 
« hab, roundly rebuked that monarch for his own great ſins, and reminded him 
« of thoſe of his father's houſe. The ſpirit of Elijah reſted on Eliſha; who 
« with the ſame intrepid boldneſs reproved that wicked prince, for the murder 
« of Naboth z and foretold the impending judgments that were to fall on him 
„ and his family, 1 Kings, xxi. 18,—24. The reproof, and advice given 
by the prophet Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar, that proud and deſpotick monarch, 
« js expreſſive both of courage and compaſſion. After giving a faithful expli- 
« cation of his dream; and mentioning the purpoſe of God to puniſh him for his 
« haughtineſs, he concludes, by ſaying,” Wherefore, O king, let my counſel 
he acceptable unto thee, and break off thy ſins by righteouſneſs, and thine ini- 
quities, by ſhewing mercy to the poor, if it may be a lengthning of thy tran- 
quillity*. That fame prophet when called to read the writing of the hand 
that had appeared unto Belſhazzar the king, expreſſes a temper ſuperior to his 
« flatteries or frowns.” Let thy gifts (ſaid he) be to thy ſelf, and give thy 
rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known 
unto him the interpretation. He then puts him in mind of the iniquities of 
« his father, and the puniſhment inflicted on him; reproves the king for not 
taking warning from that example, but continuing with his heart lifted up a- 
gainſt God, in the practice of wickedneſs and impiety; and he lets him know 
„that his kingdom was come to an end, and that deſtruction was at hand, 

“% Dan, 5. 18,—28.”” 


& TI CONCLUDE this article by obſerving, that candour and freedom in repro- 
« ving, mingled with prudence, is expreſsly required of all the miniſters of re- 
*« ligion in every age; whoſe lives indeed thould be ſo regulated, as to be a 
« ſtanding reproof to the vicious and ungodly,” 


4N N F. 


Dan. iv. 27. Dan v. 17. 
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KA Fs 


Of RELATIVE DuTIEs. 


EER e's 1B 


Of MAGISTRATES and SUBJECTS, and their reciprocal Dur Ii ts, 


SECT. 1. All power and authority is derived from God, and is dependent on 
him. 2. The duty of magiſtrates and judges. 3. Of kings. 4. He has 
ſhown them what is unbecoming their dignity. 5: A tyrant deſcribed by 
Samucl. 6. Seen in the characters of Rehoboam, Nebuchadnezzar and Bel- 
chazzar. 7. The wrath of God is denounced againſt unjuſt judges and ty- 
rants. 8. Motives to reclaim oppreſſors, —and the purpoſes of a wiſe and pi- 
ous prince. 9. Subjects are obliged to honour their rulers. 10. To abſtain 
from every thing injurious to them. 11. To obey all their lawful commands. 
12. To ſubmit to their deciſions. 13. To pay tribute. 14. To pray for 
them, 15. The lamentations and prayers of the ſaints on this head, 


Sec T. 1. All power and authority is derived from God, and is dependent 
on him. 


HE Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, : 

mighty and a terrible, who regardeth not perſons, nor taketh reward“. 
For promotion cometh neither from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from the 
ſouth; but God is judge; he putteth down one and ſetteth up another d. He 
removeth kings, and ſetteth up Kings*. The Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will 4. His dominion is an everlaſting 
dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation. And all the in- 


habitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; and he doth according to his wil! 
in 


5 1. a Deut. X. 17. b Pſal. Izxv, 6, 70 6 Dan, ll, 21. a Dan. iv. I” 
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in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can 
ſtay his hand, nor ſay unto him, What doſt thou? It is he that ſitteth upon 
the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as graſshoppers; that 
bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the carth as vanity ', 
The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord; as the rivers of water, he turncth 
it whitherſoever he wills, He leadeth counſcllors away ſpoiled, and maketh 
the judges fools. He looſeth the bond of Kings, and girdeth their loins with 
girdle, He leadeth princes away ſpoiled, overthroweth the mighty. He re- 
moveth away the ſpeech of the truſty, and taketh away the underſtanding of 
the aged. He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakneth the {trength of 
the mighty“. He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the 
earth, and cauſeth them to wander in a wilderneſs where there is no way, He 
raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, 
to ſet them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory *, that 
he may ſet them with princes, even with the princes of his people. If thou 
ſcelt the oppreſſion of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and juttice 
in a province, marvel not at the matter; for he that is higher than the highett 
regardeth, and there be higher than they“. He ſhall cut off the ſpirits of prin- 
ces; he is terrible to the Kings of the earth v. | 
Thus faith the Lord God unto the prince of Tyrus, n thine heart is 
lifted up, and thou haſt ſaid, I am a god, I fit in the feat of God, in the midſt 
of the ſeas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou ſet thine heart as 
the heart of God®, By thy great wiſdom, and by thy traffick haſt thou increa- 
ſed thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up; therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, 
Becauſe thou haſt ſet thine heart as the heart of God; behold therefore, I will 
bring ſtrangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations; they ſhall bring thee 
down to the pit, and thou ſhalt die the deaths of them that are flain in the midſt 
of the ſeas. Wilt thou yet ſay before him that ſlayeth thee, 1 am a God? but 
thou ſhalt be a man, and no God in the hand of him that flayeth thee. Thou 


ſhalt die the deaths of the uncircumciſed, by the hands of {trangers; for I have 


ſpoken it, faith the Lord God”, Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings; be in- 
ſtructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling, Pride and arrogancy do I hate. Counſel is mine, and found wil- 
dom. By me kings reign, and princes decree juſtice, By me princes rule, and 


4 N 2 nobles, 
Dan. iv. 34, 35. f Iſa. xl. 22, 23. , „ Prov. xxi. 1. > Job xii. 17,— 21. 
Job xii. 24, k 1 Sam. 11. 8. | Pſal. cxiii 8. m Eccl. v. 8. 


* Pſal, Ixxvi. 12. * Ezek, xxvili. 2. 
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not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in judgment. Wherefore now 
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nobles, even all the judges of the earth*. For there is no power but of God 
the powers that be are ordained e? God “. 


Sx cT. 2. The duty of magiſtrates and judges, 


Tnou ſhalt provide out of the people able men, ſuch as fear God, men of 
truth, hating covetouſneſs; and place ſuch over them, to be ruleis of thouſands, 
and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fitties, and rulers of tens. And let them judge 
the people at all ſeaſons*. And 1 ſpake unto you at that time, ſaying, Take ye 
wiſe men and underitanding, and known among your tribes, and make them ru— 
lers over you >, And I charged your judges at that time, ſay ing, Hear the cau- 
{es between your brethren, and judge righteouſly between every man and his 
brother, and the ſtranger that is with him*. Ye {hull not reſpe perſons in 
judgment; but ye ſhall hear the ſmall as well as the great; ye {hall not be a- 
fraid of the face of man; for the judgment is God's d. Ye ſhall do no unrighte- 
ouſneſs in judgment; thou ſhalt not reſpect the perſon of the poor, nor honour 
the perſon of the mighty; but in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou judge thy neighbour *, 
Judges and officers ſhalt thou make thee in all thy gates which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee throughout thy tribes z and they ſhall judge the people with juſt 
judgment. Thou ſhalt not wreſt judgment; thou ſhalt not reſpe& perſons, nei- 
ther take a gift; for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wiſe, and pervert the 
words of the righteous. That which 1s altogether juſt ſha!t thou follow, that 
thou mayeſt live f. If there be a controverſy between men, and they come 
unto judgment, that the judges may judge them ; then they ſhall juſtity the 
rightcous, and condemn the wicked 5. Take head what ye do; for ye judge 


let the fear of the Lord be upon you, take heed and do it; for there is no ini- 
quity with the Lord our God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts“. Thus 
fhall you do in the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with a perfect heart. And 
whatſoever cauſe ſhall come to you, of your brethren that dwell in their cities, 
between blood and blood, between law and- commandment, ſtatutes and judg- 
ments ; ye ſhall even warn them that they treſpaſs not againit the Lord, and ſo 
wrath come upon you and upon your brethren; this do and ye ſhall not treſ- 
paſs And Samuel ſaid unto all Iſrael, Behold here I am, witneſs againſt me 


be- 
7 Prov viii. 13,—16. C Rom. xiii. 1, 
$ 2, *® Exod. xviil. 21, 22. b Deut. 1 9, 13. Deut. i. 16. Deut. i. 17. 
e Lev. xix. 15. Deut. xvi. 18, 19, 20. e Deut. xxv. 1. b 2 Chron. Aix. 6, 7. 


i 2 Chron, xix. 9, IQ, 
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before the Lord, and before his Anointed, whoſe ox have I taken, or whoſe aſs 
have I taken, or whom have I defrauded, whom have I oppreſſed, or of whoſe 
hand have I reccived any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith, and I will reſtore 
it you. And they ſaid, thou haſt not defrauded us, nor oppreſſed us, neither 
haſt thou taken ought of any man's hand *. The God of Ifracl ſaid, the rock of 
Iſrael ſpoke to me, He that ruleth over men mult be jult, ruling in the fear of 

God : and he ſhall be as the light of the morning, when the ſun riſeth, even a 
morning without clouds; as the tender graſs ſpringeth out of the carth by clear 
Mining aſter rain“. 


S ECT. 3. Of hings. 


Wren thou art come unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 1 
and ſhall fay, I will ſer a king over me, like as all the nations that are about i 
me; thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him king over thee whom the Lord thy God fhall [1-48] F 
chooſe ; one from among thy brethren ſhalt thou ſet king over thee ; thou may- 11 
eſt not ſet a ſt ranger over thee, who is not thy brother *. But he ſhall not mul— it | | 
tiply horſes to himſelt ; neither ſhall he multiply wives to himſelf that his heart mn | it! 
turn not away; neither ſhall he greatly multiply to himſelf filyer and gold », | Wl l 
Moreover the prince ſhall not take of the peoples inheritance by oppreſſion, to I! [if 4 
thruſt them out of their poſſeſſion; that my people be not ſcattered every man | 
from his poſſeſſion . And it ſhall be when he fitteth upon the throne of his Hai 
kingdom, that he ſhall write him a copy of this law in a book, out of that which 
is before the prieſts the Levites; and it ſhal] be with him, and he ſhall read Ti! 
therein all the days of his life; that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to 
Keep all the words of this law, and theſe ſtatutes to do them; that his heart 
be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aſide from the com— 
mandment, to the right hand or to the left; to the end that he may prolong his ] 
days in his kingdom; he, and his children in the midſt of Ifracl*. When the: | \} "1 
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righteous are in authority,. the people rejoice ; but when the wicked bearcth 
rule, the people mourn*. The king by judgment ſtabliſheth the land; but he | 
that receiveth gifts overthroweth itf, The king that faithfully judgeth the e 
poor, his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever s. A king that ſitteth on the throre 


of judgment, ſcattereth away all evil with his eyes“. A wile king ſcattereth 199 | 
the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them. Mercy and truth preſerve 15 j | 
the wh 
| 41128 
* 1 Sam. xii. 1, 3, 4. 2 Sam. xxiii. 3, 4. U jj 1. 
53. Deut. xvii. 14, 15. d Deut. xvii. 16, 17, e Ezek. xlvi. 18. Deut. xvii. 18, 19, 20. 1791 | f 
e Prov. xxix. 2. f Prov, xxix. 4. Prov. xxix. 14, d Prov. xx. 8, 1 TW | 
Prov. xx. 26. | 1 2.401 
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the King; and his throne is upholden by mercy *. Take away the wicked from 
bekore the King, and his throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs 1, Tg do 
Jattice and judgment, is more acceptable to the Lord than ſacrifice n. It is the 
glory of God to conceal a thing; but the honour of kings is to ſearch out a mat- 
tere. Let it ſuffice you, Oprinces of Iſrael, remove violence and ſpoil, and ex- 
ccute judgment and juſtice, and take away your exactions o. Let judgment run 
down a3 waters, and righteouſneſs as a mignty ſtream'. 


Sk CT, 4. He hath ſhown them what is unbecoming their dignity. 


Ir is an abomination to kings to commit wickedneſs ; for the throne is eſta- 
bliſhed by righteouſneſs *. If a ruler hearken to lies, all his ſervants are wick- 
cd“. It is not good to accept the perſon of the wicked to overthrow the righte- 


dus in judgment ©, He that juſtifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the 


juſt, even they both are an abomination to the Lords, Excellent ſpecch beco- 
meth not a fool; much leſs do lying lips a prince ©. Better is a poor and a wiſe 
child, than an old and fooliſh King, who will no more be admoniſhedf. It is 


mot for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes ſtrong 


drink; leſt they drink and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of 
the afllicted s. Bleſſed art thou, O land, when thy king is the ſon of nobles, 
and thy princes eat in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength and not for drunkenneſs». For 
the tranſorcilion of a land, many are the princes thereof; but by a man of un- 
deritanding and knowledge, the ſtate thercof ſhall be prolonged 1, 


SECT. 5. A tyrant deſcribed by the prophet Samuel. 


Arr the elders of Iſrael gathered themſelves together, and came to Samuel 
unto Ramah, and ſaid unto him, Behold thou art old, and thy ſons walk not 1n 
thy ways; now make us a king to judge us, like all the nations. But the thing 
diſpleaſed Samuel; and Samuel prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord ſaid unco 
Samuel, Harken to the voice of the people in all that they ſay unto thee; for 


they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that] ſhould not reign 
| over 


k Prov. xx. 28, I Prov. xxv. 5. m Prov. xxl. 3. » Prov. xxv. 2. 
o Ezek xlv. . Amos v. 24. 


C 4, Prov. xvi. 12. d Prov. xxix 12, e Prov. xviil. 5. 4 Prov xvil. 15 
e Prov. xvii. 7. f Eccl. iv. 13. s Prov. xXxxi, 4, 5. b Eccl. x, 17- 
Prov. xxvili, 2. 
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over them*. Now therefore, hearken unto their voice; howbeit, yet proteſt ſo— 
lemnly unto them, and ſhew them the manner of the King that ſhall rule over 
them. And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the people. And he 
ſaid, This will be the manner of the king that ſhall reign over you; He will take 
your ſons and appoint them for himſelf, for his chariots, and to be his horſemen, 
and ſome ſhall run before his chariots; and he will appoint him captains over 
thouſands, and captains over fifties, and will ſet them to car his ground, and to 
reap his harveſt, and to make his inſtruments of war, and inttruments of hi 
chariots; and he will take your daughters to bo confectionaries, and to be cooks, 
and to be bakers. And he will take your ficlds and your vineyards, and your 
oliveyards, even the belt of them, and give them to his ſervants, And he will 
take the tenth of your ſeed, and of your vineyards, and give to his officers, an, 
to his ſervants. And he will take your men ſervants, and your maid ſervants, 
and your goodlieſt young men, and your alles, and put them to his work. Ile 
will tuke the tenth of your ſncep, and ye ſhall be his ſervants. And ye hail 
ery out in that day becauſe of your king which ye fhall bave choſen you ; ll 
the Lord will not. hear you in that day b. 


SEC T. 6. Seen in the charadters of Rehoboam, Nebuchadnezzar, ani Bus. 
chazzar. 


JE ROB OAM, and all the congregation of Iſrael came and ſpake to unto Reho- 
boam, ſaying, Thy father made our yoke pricvous; now therefore mute hon 
the grievous ſervice of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, 
lighter; and we will ſerve thee *. And king Rehoboam conſulted with the 011 
men that ſtood before Solomon his father. And they ſpake unto him, ſ4y ing, 
It thou wilt be a ſervant unto this people this day, and wilt ſerve them, aid an— 
wer them, and ſpeak good words to them, then they will be thy fervints for c- 
ver. But he forſook the counſel of the old men, and confalted with the young 
men that were grown-up with himd. And the young ſpake unto him, ſaying, 
Thus ſhalt thou ſpeak unto this people, my little finger ſhall be thicker than my 
father's loins. And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, 
1 will add to your yoke ; my father hath chaſtiſed you with whips, but I Wil! 
chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions*. And the king anlwered the people roughly, an. 


to 11400 ; * 


8 5 1 x Sam. vill. 45—7. b 1 Sam. vili. 9, 15, 


ce 


$ 6. » 1 Kings Xii. 3, 4. » x1 Kings Xil. 6, 7, N. * i Kings xil, 70, 11, 
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forſook the old mens counſel 4a. So Iſrael rebelled againſt the houſe of David 
unto this day e. 

O chou king, the moſt high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, 
and majctty, and glory, and honour; and for the majeſty that he gave him, all 
people, and nations, and languages, rrembled and feared before him. Whom he 
would he flew, and whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he ſer 
up, and whom he would he put down, But when his heart was litted up, and 
his mind hardned in pride, he was depoſed from his Kingly throne, and they 
took his glory from him; till he knew that the Moſt High God ruled in the 
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomſoever he will. And 
thou his fon, O Belſhazzar, haſt not humbled thine heart, though thou kneweſt 
all this; but haſt lifted up thyſelf againſt the Lord of heaven; and the God, in 
whoſe hand thy breath is, and whoſe are all thy ways, haſt thou not glorified e. 
God hath numbred thy kingdom, and finiſhed it; thy kingdom is divided, 
and given to the Medes and Perſians &. 


SECT. 7. The wrath of God is denounced againſt unjuſt judges, and tyrants. 


HEAR this, I pray you, ye heads of the houſe of Jacob, and princes of the 
houſe of Iſrael, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity *: Is it not for you 
to know judgmentd ? The heads thereof judge for reward, and the prieſts there- 
of teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine tor money ©. The prince aſk- 
cth, and the judge aſketh for a reward; and the great man he uttereth his miſ- 
chievous deſire s Her princes within her arc roaring lions, her judges are even- 
ing wolves*. Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves ; every 
one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards ; they judge not the fatherles, 
neither doth the cauſe of the widow come unto themf, Wo unto them that 
decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievouſneſs which they have preſcri- 
bed; to turn aſide the needy from judgment, and to take away the right from 
the poor of my people :. Therefore the law is ſlacked, and judgment doth ne- 
ver go forth; for the wicked doth compaſs about the righteous, theretore 
wrong judgment proceedeth ®. Wo be to the ſhepherds of Iſrael, that do feed 
themſelves. Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that 
are fed; but ye feed not the flock, but with force and with cruelty have ye ru- 
led them!. | 


Thus 
a x Kings xii. 13. e 1 Kings xii, 19. Dan. v. 18, —23. s Dan. v. 26, 28. 
6 7, Mic iii. 9. b Mic. iii. I, e Mic. ili. 11. a Mic. vii. 3. 
© Zeph. ili. 3. f Iſa. i. 23. E Iſa, X. I, 2. Þ Hab. i. 4. 


Ezek. xxxiv. 23 3 4. 
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Thus faith the Lord, Hear the word of the Lord, O king of Judah, that ſit- 
teſt upon the throne of David, thou and thy ſervants: Thus faith the Lord, 
Execute ye judgment and righteouſneſs, and deliver the ſpoiled out of the hand 
of the oppreſſor; and do no wrong, no violence to the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, 
nor the widow ; neither ſhed innocent blood in this place. For if ye do this 
thing indeed, then ſhall there enter in, by the gates of this houſe, kings ſitting 
upon the throne of David, riding in chariots, and upon horſes, he and his ſer— 
vants. But if ye will not hear theſe words, I ſwear by myſelf, ſaith the Lord, 
that this houſe ſhall become a deſolation *, Shalt thou reign becauſe thou cloſeſt 
thyſelf in cedar ! Did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and juſtice, 
and then it was well with him *? But thine eyes and thy keart are not but for thy 
covetouſneſs, and for to ſhed innocent blood, and for opprefſion, and for violence 
to do it. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord ®, I will give thee into the hand of 
them that ſeek thy life, and into the hand of them whoſe face thou feareſt *. 
Becauſe he enlargeth his deſire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be fatisficd : 
Shall they not riſe up ſuddenly that ſhall] bite thee, and awake that ſhall vex 
thee, and thou ſhalt be for bootics unto them“? The Lord hath broken the ſtaff 
of the wicked, and the ſcepter of the rulers. He who ſmote the people in wrath 
with a continual ſtroke ; he that ruled the nations in anger is perſecuted, and 
none hindreth ?. 


SECT. 8. Motives to reclaim oppteſſors, —and the purpoſes of a wiſe and 
pious prince, 


O ISRAEL, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf; but in me is thine help. I will be 
thy king. Where is any other that may fave thee in all thy citics ? and thy 
judges, of whom thou faidit, Give me a king and princes *? As a roaring lion, 
and a ranging bear, ſo is a wicked ruler over the poor people, The prince 
that wanteth underſtanding is alſo a great oppreſſor; but he that hateth cove- 
rouſneſs ſhall prolong his days d. God ſtandeth in the congregation ot the 
mighty; he judgeth among the gods. How long will ye judge unjuſtly, and 
accept the perſon of the wicked? Detend the poor and fatherleſs ; do juſtice to 
the afflicted and needy ; rid them out of the hand of the wicked ®. And 1 will 
reſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy counſellors as at the beginning d. In 
that day ſhall the Lord of hoſts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of 


4 0 beauty 
* Jer. xxli. 1.—5. 1 er. xii. 15. = Jer. Xxii. 17, 18. » Jer. xxii. 25. 
* Fab. ii. 5, 7. P Iſa xiv. 5, 6. 
$8. = Hol, xiii, 9, 10. Prov. zxvill, 15, 16, + Plal, IXxxIl. 1,4, 9 Iſa, i. 26, 
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beauty unto the reſidue of his people, and for a ſpirit of judgment to him that 
ſicteth in judgment, and for ſtrength to them that turn the battle to the gate. 

When I ſhall receive the congregation, I will judge uprightly f. I will be— 
have my ſelf wiſely in a perfect way; I will ſet no wicked thing before mine 
eyes. A froward heart ſhall depart from me; I will not know a wicked per- 
fon. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwe!| 
with me: He that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall ſerve mes. All the horn; 
of the wicked alſo will I cut off; but the horns of the righteous ſhall be exalted, 


SECT. 9. Subjeds are bound to honour their rulers, 


PuT not forth thyſelf in the preſence of the king, and ſtand not in the place 
of great men:. The king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is 
as dew upon the graſs, Where the word of a King is, there is power; and 
who may ſay unto him, What doſt thou © ? The wrath of a King is as a meſſen— 
ger of death; but a wiſe man will pacify it. In the light of the King's counte- 
nance is life, and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain 4. If the ſpirit of the 

-rulcr riſe up againſt thee, leave not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great of- 
fenccs e. By long forbearing is a prince perſuaded ; and a ſoft tongue breaketh 
the bone f. My ſon, fear thou the Lord and the king; and meddle not with 
them that are given to changes, Fear God: Honour the king“. 


SECT. 10,—To abſtain from every thing injurious to them, 


Wuo can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lord's anointed, and be guiltleſ(s* * 
When they went from one nation to another, from one kingdom to another 
people, he ſuffered no man to do them wrong; yea he reproved kings for their 
fakes, ſaying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm“. 

The Lord knoweth how to reſerve the unjuſt unto the day of judgment, to 
be puniſhed. But chiefly them that deſpiſe government; preſumptuous are they, 
ſelf-willed; they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities e“. Thou ſhalt not re- 
vile the gods, nor curſe the ruler of thy people 4+. Curſe not the king, no not 
in thy thought; and curſe not the rich in thy bed-chamber, for a bird of the 
air ſhall carry the voice, and that which hath wings ſhall tell the matter *. 


SECT» 
* Ia. x2viii. 5, 6, ? Pſal. Ixxv. 2. e Pal. ci. 2, 4, 6. Þ» Pſal, Ixxv. 10. 
$ 9. Prov. xxv. 6. b Prov. xix. 12. e Eccleſ. vill. 4. 4 Prov. xvi. 14, 15: 
e Eccleſ. x. 4. Prov. xxv. 15. s Prov. xxiv. 21. b x Pet. ii. 17. 
$ 1C. * 1 Sam. xxvi. 9. b Pſal, cv. 13, 14, 15. 2 Pet. li. 9, 10. s Exod, xxii, 28. 


e Ecclel. x. 20. 


* See Jude 8. + See Acts xXiii. 5. 
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SECT. 11,—7o obey all their lawful commands. 


I coUNSEL thee to keep the king's commandment, and that in regard of the 
oath of God * And whoſoever will not do the law of thy God, and the law of 
the king, let judgment be executed ſpeedily upon him, whether it be unto death, 
or to baniſhment, or to confiſcation of goods, or to impriſonment », 

Let every ſoul be ſubject to the higher powers : For there is no power, bur 
of God; the powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever therefore reſiſt- 
eth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive 
to themſelves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to 
the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good, 
and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame : For he is a miniſter of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the {word 
in vain ; for he is the miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doth evil. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, but 
alſo for conſcience ſake, For this cauſe pay you tribute alſo ; for they are God's 
miniſters, attending continually upon this very thing. Render theretore to all 
their dues ; tribute, to whom tribute is due; cuſtom, to whom cuſtom ; fear, 
to whom fear; honour, to whom honour *. Put them in mind to be ſubject to 
principalities and powers, to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every good work *, 
Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; whether it 
be to the king as ſupreme, or unto governors, as unto them that are ſent by 
him for the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well. 
For ſo is the will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to ſilence the igno— 
rance of fooliſh men ; as free, and not uſing your liberty tor a cloke of malici- 
ouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God -e. 


SECT. 12,—To ſubmit to their deciſions. 


Ir there ariſe a matter in judgment between blood and blood, between plea 
and plea, and between ſtroke and ſtroke, being matters of controverſy within 
thy gates; then ſhalt thou come to the prieſts the Levites, and to the judge 
that ſhall be in thoſe days, and enquire ; and they ſhall ſhew thee the ſentence 
of judgment. And thou ſhalt do according to the ſentence which they ſhall 
ew thee; and thou ſhalt obſerve to do according to all that they inform thee. 
According to the ſentence of the law, which they ſhall reach thee, and accord- 

40 2 ing 


511. Eccleſ. viii. 2. b Ezra vii. 26. © Rom, xili. 1,—7. 4 Tit iii. 1. 
© 1 Pet, ii. 23, —16: 
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| ing to the judgment which they ſhall tell thee, thou ſhalt do; thou ſhalt not 
decline from the ſentence which they ſhall ſhew thee, to the right hand nor t9 
| the left *. | 


SECT. 13.—7% pay tribute, 


Tur phariſees took counſel how they might entangle Zeſus in his talk. And 
they ſent unto him their diſciples with the Herodians, ſaying, Maſter, we know 
that thou art true, and teacheſt rhe way of God in truth, neither carelt thou for 
any man; for thou regardeſt not the perſon of men, Tell us therefore, What 
thinkeſt thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Ceſar, or not? But Jeſus per— 
ceived their wickedneſs, and ſaid, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites ? Shew me 
the tribute-money. And they brought unto him a penny. And he faith unto 
them, Whoſe is this image and ſuperſcription ? They ſay unto him, Ceſar's. Then 
ſaith he unto them, Render therefore unto Ceſar, the things that are Ceſar's; 
and unto God the things that are God's *. And when they were come to Ca- 
pernaum, they that received tribute-money came to Peter, and ſaid, Doth not 
your maſter pay tribute? He ſaith, Yes. And when he was come into the 
houſe, Jeſus prevented him, ſaying, W hat thinkeſt thou, Simon ? Of whom do 
the kings of the carth take cuſtom, or tribute? Of their own children or of 
ſtrangers? Peter ſaith unto him, Of ſtrangers. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Then are 
the children free: Notwithſtanding, leſt we offend them, go thou to the ſea, 
and caſt an hook, and take up the fiſh that firſt cometh up; and when thou haft 
| opened his mouth, thou ſhalt find a piece of money; that take, and give untc 
N them for me and thee b. 


SE c T. 14.—To pray for them. 


Tua they may pray for the life of the king and his ſons*; I exhort there- 
fore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks 
be made for all men. For kings, and all that are in authority; that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty, For this is good: 
and acceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour“. 


SE C T. 
C 12. Deut. xvii. 8.— 11. 


$ 13. * Matth, Xxii. 15,—21, Matth. xvii. 24, —27. 


& 14. Ezra. vi. IG b I Tim, li. I, 2, 3» 
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SECT. 15. The lamentations and prayers of the ſaints on this head. 


How doth the city fit ſolitary that was full of people! She that was great a- 
mong the nations, and princeſs among the provinces, how is ſhe become tribu- 
tary* ! Her adverſaries are the chief, her enemies proſper ; her. princes are be— 
come like harts that find no paſture, and they are gone without ſtrength before 
the purſuer® ; her kings and princes are among the Gentiles e. Howbeit thou 
Art juſt in all that is brought upon us; for we have done wickedly. Neither 
have our kings, our princes, our prieſts, nor our fathers kept thy law. For 
they have not ſerved thee in their Kingdom. Behold, we.are ſervants this day ; 
and for the land that thou gaveſt unto our fathers to eat the fruit thereof and 
the good thereof, behold, we are ſervants in it. And it yieldeth much increaſe 
unto the kings whom thou haſt ſet over us, becauſe of our ſins; allo, they have 
dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle at their pleaſure, and we are in 
great diſtreſs a. Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the ter— 
rible God, who kcepeſt covenant and mercy ; let not all the trouble ſeem little 
before thee, that hath come upon us, on our kings, and our princes, and on our 
prieſts, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy people ©, Re- 
member, Lord, the reproach of thy ſervants ; wherewith thine enemies, O Lord, 
have reproached the footſteps of thine anointed t. 

Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteouſneſs unto the king's 
ſon. He ſhall judge thy people with righteouſneſs, and thy poor with judgments, 
He ſhall judge the poor of the people, he ſhall fave the children of the needy, 
and ſhall break in pieces the oppreflor ®, In his days ſhall the righteous floy- 
riſh, and abundance of peace. He ſhall have dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilderneſs 
ſhall bow before him; and his enemies ſhall lick the duſt*. He ſhull deliver the 
needy when he cricth ; the poor alſo, and him that hath no helper *. He ſhall 
redeem their ſoul from deceit and violence; and precious ſhall their blood be in 
his ſight. And he ſhall live, and to him ſhall be given of the gold of Sheba ; 
prayer alſo ſhall be made for him continually; and daily ſhall ke be praiſed', 
Save, Lord; let the king hear us when-we call“. 


£ HH 4 Þ 
$ 15, * Lam. i. 1. b Lam. i. 5, 6. e Lam. ii. 9. 4 Neh. ix. 3337. 
e Neh ix 22. t Pſal. Ixxxix. 30, 51. s Plal Ixxii t, 2. b Plal Ixxii. 4. 
1 Plal. Ali. 7 — 9 Pal. Ixxii. 12, 1 Plal, 1xx1i, 14, 15, ® Plal, xx. 9. 
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. 


Of the reciprocal DT TES of PARENTS and CHILDREN. 


SECT. 1, Of parental afſection, and ſome of its fruits. 2. That parents ought 
to give their children religious inſtruction, and a good example. 3.—Should 
| provide for them. 4.—And adminiſter neceſſary reproof and correction to 
them. F. That honour and obedience are due from children to parents. 6, 
Diſobedience, diſregard, and doing injury to parents are crimes of the deepeſt 
dye. 7. That it is of the greateſt importance to young perſons to be atten- 
tive to the inſtructions of wiſe and pious parents, and to conform to them in 
- their early days. 


SECT. 1. Of parental affection, and ſome of its fruits. 


O, children are an heritage of the Lord; and the fruit of the womb is his 
reward *, Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have 
compallion on the ſon of her womb®? A father pitieth his children e. Teach the 
"young women to love their children 4. — When eight days were accomplihed 
for the circumciſion of the child, his name was called Jeſus, and they brought 
him to Jeruſalem to preſent him to the Lord, as it is written in the law of the 
Lord ©. There were brought unto him little children, that he ſhould put his hands 
on them and pray; and Jeſus ſaid, Suffer little children to come unto me; for of 
ſach is the kingdom of heaven ?. And behold there cometh one of the rulers 
of the ſynagogue, and, when he ſaw him, he fell at his feet, and beſought him 
greatly, ſaying, My little daughter lieth at the point of death, I pray thee come 
and lay thy hands on her, that ſhe may be healed, and ſhe ſhall live; and Jeſus 
went with him. And one of the multitude ſaid, Maſter, I have brought 
unto thee my ſon, which hath a dumb ſpirit, and oft- times it hath caſt him into 
the fire and into the waters to deſtroy him; if thou canit do any thing, have 


compaſſion on us and help usb. When he came nigh to the gate of the city 
(Nain) 


& 1. * Pal. cxxvii. 3. bd Ta. xlix. 15. e Pſal. ciii. 13. d Tit. ii. 4. 
Luke li. 21, 22, 23 f Matth. xix, 13, 14. s Mark v. 22, 23, 24. b Mark ix. 17, 22. 
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(Nain) behold there was a dead man carried out, the only ſon of his mother, 
and ſhe was a widow, and much people of the city was with her. And when the 
Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion on her, and ſaid unto her, Weep not; and he 
came and touched the bier, and he ſaid, Young man, I ſay unto thee, Ariſe ; 
and he that was dead fat up, and began to ſpeak; and he delivered him to his mo- 
ther. You know how we exhorted and comforted, and charged every one of 
you, as a father doth his children *, 


SECT. 2. That parents ought to give their children religious inſtruction and 
a good example, 


FaTHERs, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord*. The Lord ſaid, 1 know him, (Wra— 
ham) that he will command his children and his houſhold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord to do juſtice and judgment. Ye ſhall lay up 
theſe words in your heart and in your foul, and ye ſhall teach them to your chil- 
dren, ſpeaking of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walk— 
eſt by the way, when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up *. And that thou 
mayeſt tell in the ears of thy fon, and of thy fon's ſun, what things I have 
wrought in Egypt, and my ſigns which I have done amongſt them, that ye may 
know how that I am the Lords, And theſe words which I have commundcd 
thee this day, ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children e. That your days may be multiplied, and the days of your chil— 
dren, as the days of heaven, upon earth. Gather the people together, men, 
women, and children, that they may hear, and that they may learn and fear the 
Lord your God, and obſerve to do all the words of this law, and that their chil— 
dren which have not known any thing, may hear and learn to fear the Lord your 
Gods. And thou, Solomon, my ſon, know thou the God of thy father, an: 
ſerve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind, for the Lord fcarchct! 
all hearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts“. The father 
to the children ſhall make known thy truthi. I will open my mouth in parables, 
I will utter dark ſayings of old; which we have heard and known, and our fa— 
thers have told us; we will not hide them from their children, ſhowing to the ge— 
neration to come the praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength and his wonderful 
works that he hath done; for he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and he ap- 


pointcd 
i Luke vii. 12, — 15. * 1 Theſſ. ii. 11. 
$ 2. Eph. vi. 4. b Gen. xviii. 17, 19. Deut. xi. 18, 19. s Exod. x. 2. 
e Deut. vi 6, 7. Deut. xi. 21. Deut. xxxi, 12, 13. d Chron. 229114. 9 
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pointed a law in Iſrael, which he commanded our fathers, that they ſhould make 
them known to their chilies. that the generation to come might know them, 
even the children which ſhould be born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them to 
| their children, that they might ſet their hope in God, and not forget the works 
| of God, but Keep his commandments *®, If it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the 
| Lord, choole you this day whom you will ſerve ; but as for me and my houſe, 
i we will ſerve the Lordi. The voice of ſalvation and rejoicing is in the taber- 
N nacles of the righteous mw. I will behave myſelf wiſely in a perfect way; I wilt 
walk within my houſe with a perfect heart. I will ſet no wicked thing before 
mine eyes. A froward heart ſhall depart from mea. My ſon, keep thy father's 
| commandment, and forſake not the law of thy mother *. Hear ye children the 
inſtruction of a father, and attend to know underitanding. For 1 give you good 
| doctrine; forſake not my law, for 1 was my father's fon, tender and only be— 
loved in the ſight of my mother ; he taught me alfo, and ſaid unto me, Let 
thine heart retain my words, keep my commandments, and live ?, 


R SECT. z. And ſhould provide for them. 


Ir a fon ſhall aſk bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a ſtone? 
Or it he aſk a tiſh, will he for a fith give him a ſerpent ? Or if he aſk him an cgg, 
will he ofter him a ſcorpion? Ye then being evil give good gifts unto your 
children. But if any provide not for his own, and eſpecially for thoſe of his 
own houſe, hc hath denied the faith, and is worſe than an inhdel*. For the chil- 
dren ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children ©, 


SECT. 4.—:d adminiſter neceſſary reproof and correction to them. 


Tur rod and reproof give wiſdom : but a child left to himſelf bringeth his 
mother to ſhame . The commandment is a lamp, and the Jaw is light; and re- 
proofs of in{truction are the way of life > Fooliſhneſs is bound in the heart 0¹ 
a child, but the rod of correction ſhall drive it far from him ©. He that ſpareth 
his rod, hateth his ſon; but he that loveth him, chaſtnerh him betimes 9. A fool 
deſpiſeth his father's intro on; but he that regardeth reproof is prudent*. 
Correction is grievous unto him that forſaketh the way, and he that hateth rc- 


proot 
* Pſal. Ixzviii. 2,.—7. 1 Joſh, xxiv. 15. u Plal. cxviii. 15. » Pſal. ci. 2.4. 
* Prov. vi. 20. P Prov. iv. 1,4» 
§ 3, ® Luke zi. It, 125 13. b 1 Tim. v. 8. e 2 Cor. xii. 14. 
$ 4. Prev xxix. 15. b Prov. vi. 23. © Prov. xxii. 15. 4 Prov. xili. 24. 


* Prov. xv. 5. 


ART. IV. 


Of relative Duties, 665 


proof ſhall die. The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth among the 
wiſe. He that refuſeth inſtruction deſpiſeth his own ſoul ; but he thar hear- 
eth reproof getteth underſtanding. Chaſten thy ſon while there is hope e. 
We have had fathers of our fleſh, which corrected us, and we gave them reve- 
rence. For what ſon is he whom the Father chaſtneth not“? Correct thy ſon, 
and he ſhall give thee reſt ; yea he ſhall give delight unto thy ſoul i. A wiſe 
ſon maketh a glad father; but a fooliſh ſon is the heavineſs of his mother“. 


SEO. 5. That honour and obedience are due from children to their pa- 
rents. 


HoxouR thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the 
lund which the Lord thy God giveth thee *. Ye ſhall fear every man his fa- 
ther, and his mother, I am the Lord your God b, A ſon honoureth his father, 
and a ſervant his maſter . Hearken unto thy father that begat thee; and de- 
ſpiſe not thy mother when ſhe is olds. Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary 
head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God e. Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord, for this 1s right: Honour thy father and mother, 
which is the firſt commandment with promiſe, that it may be well with thee, 
and thou mayeſt live long on the earthf. Children obey your parents in all 
things, for this is well-pleaſing unto the Lords, If any widow have children, 
let them learn firſt to ſhow piety at home, and to requite their parents; for 
that is good and acceptable before God“. 


S EC r. 6. Diſobedience, diſregard, and doing injury to parents, are crimes 


of the deepeſt dye. a 


IN the laſt days, perilous times ſhall come; for men ſhall be lovers of their 
own (elves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, diſobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without natural affection, from ſuch turn away“. There is a 
generation that curſeth their father, and doth not bleſs their mother bd. Inven- 
tors of evil things, diſobedient to parents ; without underitanding, covenant- 
breakers, without natural affection: They that commit ſuch things are worthy 
of death *, Why do you tranſgreſs the commandment of God by your tradi- 

4 * tion; 


f Prov. xv. 10, 3t, 32 „ Prov. xix. 18. k Heb. xii. 9, 7. Prov. xxix. 17, 
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tion; for God commanded, ſaying, Honour thy father and thy mother; and he 
that curſeth father or mother, let him die the derth : But ye ſay, whoſoever 
ſhall ſay to his father or mother, It is a gift by watſoever thou mightſt be pro- 
fited by me, and honour not his father or his mother, he ſhall be free. Thus 
have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition s. 
And ye ſuffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother, making 
the word of God of none effcct “é. 
He that waſterh his father, and chaſeth away his mother, is a ſon that cauſeth 
ſhame, and bringeth reproachf. The eye that mocketh at his father, and de— 
ſpiſeth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley ſhall pick it out, and the 
young eagles ſhall eat its. And he that curſeth his father or his mother, ſhall 
furely be put to death*, Whoſo robbeth his father or his mother, and faith, it 
is no tranſgreſſion, the ſame is the companion of a deltroyer ', Whoſo curſeth 
his father or his mother, his lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure darkneſs *, For e- 
very one that curſeth his father or his mother, ſhall be ſurely put to death: 
He hath curſed his father or his mother; his blood ſhall be upon him'. If a 
man have a ſtubborn and rebellious fon, which will not obey the voice of his 
father, or the voice of his mother, and that when they have chaſtned him, will 
not hearken unto them; then ſhall his father, and his mother lay hold on him, 
and bring him out unto the elders of the city, and ſhall ſay, This our ſon is ſtub- 
born and rebellious, and will not obey our voice; and all the men of the city 
{hall ſtone him with ſtones that he die; fo ſhalt thou put evil away from among 
you ®, Curſed be he that ſetteth light by his father, or his mother: And all 
the people ſhall ſay, Amen“. 


SECT. 7. That it is of the greateſt importance to young perſons to be at- 
tentive to the inſtructions of wiſe and pious parents, and to conform to 
them in their early days. 


My ſon, if thou wilt receive my words and hide my commandments with thee, 
ſo that thou incline thine ear unto wiſdom, and apply thine heart to underſtand- 
ing, Then ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God. If thou ſeek him he will be found of thee, but if thou forſake him he 
will caſt thee off for ever b. My ſon forget not my law, but let thine heart keep 


my 


« Matth xv. 3,—6. e Mark vil. 12, 13, f Prov. xix. 26, s Prov. xxx. 17. 


» Exod. xxi. 17. 1 Prov. xxvili. 24. k Prov. xx. 20. 1 Levit, xx. 9. 
m Deut. xxi. 18,—21. n Deut. xxvii. 16. 


$ 7. ® Prov, ii. 1, 2, 8. > I Chron, xxviii. 9. 
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my commandments, for length of days, and long life, and peace ſhall they add ty 
thee, Let not mercy and truth forſake thee, bind them about thy neck, write 
them upon the table of thine heart, ſo ſhalt thou find favour and gohd under- 
ſtanding in the fight of Gode. My ſon, let not them depart from thine eyes; 
keep ſound wiſdom and diſcretion, fo ſhall they be life to thy ſoul, and grace to 
thy neck, then ſhalt thou walk in thy way ſafely, and thy foot ſhall not ſtumbles, 
Hear, O my on, and receive my ſayings ; and the years of thy life ſhall be ma- 
ny. TI have taught thee in the way of wiſdom, I have led thee in right paths; 
when thou goelt, thy ſteps ſhall nor be ſtraitned; and when thou runneſt, thou 
ſhalt not ſtumble. Take fait hold of inſtruction, let her not go, keep her, for 
ſhe is thy life . Doth not wiſdom cry? Unto you, O men, I call, —l love them 
that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me; for whoſo findeth me, 
findeth life, and ſhall obtain the favour of the Lord; but he that ſinneth againſt 
me wrongeth his own foul ; all they that hate me love death f. 

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the cvil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay I have no pleaſure in 
them®. Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it*, For thou art my hope, O Lord God, thou art my truſt 


from my youth; thou haſt taught me alſo from my youth. Now alſo. 


when I am old and grey-hcaded, O God forlake me not, until 1 have 
ſhowed thy itrength unto this generation, and thy power unto every one 
that is to come 1. While Joſiah was yet young, he began to ſeck after the 
God of David his father, and he did that which was right in the ſight of the 
'Lord*, Continue thou in the things which thou haſt learned, and haſt been aſ- 
ſured of, knowing of whom thou halt learned them; and that from a child thou 
haſt known the holy ſcriptures which are able to make thee wile unto ſalvation, 
Flee alſo yourhful luſts “, which war againſt the ſoul “. Hear me now therefore, 
O ye chilaren, and depart not from the words of my mouth, leit thou give thine 
honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel, leſt ſtrangers be filled with thy 
wealth, and thou mourn at the laſt when thy fleth and thy body are conſumed, 
and fay, How have I hated inſtruction, and my heart deſpiſed reproot ; and have 
not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine car to them that in- 
ſtructed me o? His bones are full of the fins of his youth, which ſhall ly down 
with him in the duſt®. A certain man had two ſons, and the younger of them 
ſaid to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth ro me; 
and he divided to them his living. And the younger fon gathered all together, 


43-3 and 
© Prov iii. 1.—4. 4 Prov. iii. 21, 22, 23- » Prov. iv. 10, — 13. r Prov. viii. 1, 4, 17, 35, 36. 
£ Eccleſ. x11. 1. u Prov. xxii. 6, 3 Pfal lxxi. 5, 17, 18. * 2 Chron, xxxiv. 3, 2. 
1 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15. * 2 Tim. ii. 22. ® 1 Pet. ii. 11. Prov. v. 7, % 13. 


P Job xx. 17. 
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and took his journey into a far country, and there waſted his ſubſtance witty 
riotous living. And when he had ſpent all, there aroſe a mighty famine in the 
tand, and he began to be in want, and he went and joined himſelf to a certain 
citizen of that country, and he ſent him into his fields to feed ſwine, And he 
would fain have filled his belly with the huſks that the ſwine did eat; and no 
man gave unto him“. Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe uttereth her voice in the 
ſtreets. How long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity, and fools hate know. 
ledge? Turn you at my reproof,—Becauſe you have ſet at nought all my coun- 
ſel, and would have none of my reproof. I alfo will laugh at your calamity, 
and mock when your fear cometh, When your fear cometh as deſolation, 
when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you: Then they ſhall call upon me, but! 
will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me. They 
would none of my counſel, they deſpiſed all my reproof. Therefore ſhall they 
gat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices“. 


. 


Luke xv. 13,16 Prov. i. 20, 22, — Nr. 
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. 


27 Ma RR ITI ACG E, aud the reciprocal Duties of HUS RAN DS 
and WIV ES. 


5E CT. 1. Marriage is an inſtitution of the great Creator. 2. Ordinances re— 
lating to marriage under the Old and New Teſtament. 3. Duties incumbent 
both on huſbands and wives. 4.—On huſbands to be dutiful and affectionate. 
5.—On wives not to aſſume power. 6.—To be obedient to their huſbands, 
and adorned with modeſty and meekneſs. 7, The amiable character of a vir- 
tuous and induſtrious wife. 


SECT. 1. Marriage is an in/titution of the great Creator. 


HE Lord God formed man of the duſt of the ground, and breathed inte 
his noſtrils the breath of life; and man became a living fual*. And the 


Lord God ſaid, It is not good that the man ſhould be alone; I will make him an 


help meet for him >. And the Lord God cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon Adam, 
and he ſlept ; and he took one of his ribs, and cloſed up the flcſh inſtead there- 
of, And the rib which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, 
and brought her unto the man. And Adam faid, This is now bone of my bones, 
and fleſh of my fleſh : She ſhall be called Woman, becauſe ſhe was taken out of 
man, Therefore ſhall a man leave his father and his mother, and ſhall cleave unto 
his wife ; and they ſhall be one fleſh e. And unto the woman he ſaid, Thy de- 
fire ſhall be to thy huſband, and he ſhall rule over thee 9, 


Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart - 


from the faith, giving hecd to ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils ; forbid— 
ding to marry . Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undetiled ; but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge f. I will therefore that the younger 
women marry, bear children, guide the houſe, give none occaſion to the ad- 


verſary to ſpeak reproachtully 8. 


SECT. 


$ 1, Gen. ii. 7. » Gen. ii. 18, Gen. ii. 21,—24, Gen. iii. 16, 
1 Tim. iv. 7, 3. f Heb. xili. 4. 81 Tim, v. 14. 
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rer. 2, Ordinances relating to marriage under the Old and New Teſtament, 


Ir 4 man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie with her; he ſhall ſurely 
endow her to be his wife * When a man hath taken a wife, and marricd her, 
and it come to paſs that ſhe find no favour in his eyes, becauſe he hath found 
{ore unclcannels in her; then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and pive 
it in her hand, and ſend her out of his houſe, And when ſhe is departed out of 
nis honfe, ſhe may go and be another man's wife. And if the latter huſband 
hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement ; or if the latter huſband die, 
Which took her to be his wife, her former huſhand, which ſent her away, may 
noc take her again to be his wife, after that ſhe is defiled ; for that is abomma— 
tion before the Lord's. 

The phariſces came unto Zeſus, tempting him, and ſaying unto him, Is it 
lawn] for a man to put away his wife for every cauſe? And he anſwered and 
{aid unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning, 
mide them male and female? For this cauſe ſhall a man leave father and mo- 
ther, and ſhall cleave to his wife; and they twain ſhall be one fleſh, Where— 
Fore they are no more twain, but one fleſh, What therefore God hath joined 
together, let no man put aſunder. They ſay unto him, Why did Moſes com- 
mand to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away ? He faith unto 
them, Moſes, becauſe of the hardnefs of your hearts, ſuffered you to put away 
your wives; but from the beginning it was not ſo. And I fay unto you, Who- 


ever thall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and ſhall marry ano. 


ther, committeth adultery 3 and whoſoever marrieth her which is put away, 
doth commit adultery ©, And if a woman ſhall put away her huſhand, and be 
married to another, ſhe committeth adultery d *. 


5E CT. 3. Duties incumbent both on huſbands and wives, 


To avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman 
have her own huſband. Let the huſband render unto the wife due benevolence ; 
and likewiſe the wife unto the huſband, The wife hath not power of her own 
body, but the huſband 3 and likewiſe alſo the huſband hath not power of his own 
body, but the wife. Defraud you not one the other, except it be wich content 


{or a time, that ye may give yourſelves to faſting and prayer; and come toge- 
ther 


C 2, ®* Fxod. xxil. 16. „Deut. xxiv. 1,—-4+ © Matth. xix. 3,9. Mark x. 12. 


* See Mark x. 2,.— 11. and Matth. v. 31, 32. 
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* 


ther again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency s. And unto the 
married I command, yet not I but the Lord, Let not the wite depart from her 
huſband. But and if the depart, let her renin unmarried, or be recenciled to 
her huſband ; and let not the huſband put «way his wife. If any brother hut! « 
wife that believeth not, and the be pleaſed to dwell with him, let him not put 
her away. And the womun which hath a huſband that believeth not, and it he 
be pleaſed ro dwell with her, let her not leave him: For the unbelics ing huf- 
band is ſanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is ſanctificd by the huſ- 
band; elſe were your children unclean, but now arc they holy, For what 
knowelt thou, O wife, whether thou ſhalt fave thy huſband ? Or how knoweſt 
thou, O man, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy wife d? Be ye not unequally yoked 
with unbclievers ; for what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrightcoutnet; ? 
and what communion hath light with darkneſs ©! For the woman which hat 
an huſband, is bound by the Jaw to her huſband fo long as he liveth ; but if the 
huſband be dead, ſhe is looſcd from the law of her huſband. So then, if while 
her huſband liveth, ſhe be married to another man, ſhe ſhall be called an adul- 
tereſs ; but if her huſband be dead, ſhe is free from that law; fo that ſhe is no 


adultereſs, though ſhe be married to another man 4. 


SE c T. 4.— On huſbands to be dutiful and affectionate. 


HusBANDs, love your wives, and be not bitter againſt them *. So ought 
men to love their wives, even as their own bodies; he that loveth his wife, 
loveth himſelf. For no man ever yet hated his own fleſh, but nouriſheth and che- 
riſheth it, even as the Lord the church >». She is thy companion, and the wife of 
thy covenant ©. And did not he make one? and wherefore one ? that he might 
ſeek a godly ſeed. Therefore take heed to your ſpirit, and let none deal trea- 
cherouſly againſt the wife of his youth 4. Drink waters out of thine own ciſtern, 
and running waters out of thine own well *. Let them be only thine own, and 
not ſtrangers with thee. Let thy fountain be bleſſed, and rejoice with the wife 
of thy youth. Let her be as the loving hind and pleaſant roe, and be thou ra- 
viſh'd always with her love. And why wilt thou, my fon, be raviſh'd with a 
ſtrange woman, and embrace the boſom of a ſtranger “? Live joyfully with 
the wife whom thou loveſt, all the days of the life of thy vanity ; ſor that is thy 
portion under the ſun s. Ye huſbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honour unto the wife as unto the weaker veſſel, and as being heirs toge— 
ther of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindred *. Huſbands love 


your 

$ 3. 1 Cor. vii. 2,---5, b 1 Cor. vii. 10,---14, 16. c 2 Cor. vi. 14. * Rom. vii. 2, 3. 
$ 4. Col iii. 19. vb Eph. v. 28, 29. e Mal. ii. 14. 4 Mal ii. rs. 
© Prov. v. 15. f Prov, v. 1620. 8 Eccleſ. ix. 9. 1 Pet. iii. 7, 
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your wives, even as Chriſt allo loved the church, and gave himſelf for it. Let 
every one of you in particular ſo love his wife even as himſelf, and the wife ſec 
that ſhe reverence her huſband *, 


SECT. 5.—0n wives not to aſſume power, 


I wouLD have you know, that the head of every man is Chriſt ; and the 
head of the woman is the man; and the head of Chriſt is God a. For a man is 
the image and glory of God ; but the woman. 1s the glory of the man. For the 
man is not of the woman, but the woman of the man. Neither was the man 
created for the woman, but the woman tor the man d. Neverthelcls neither is 
the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man in the Lord, 
ſor as the woman is of the man, even ſo is the man alſo by the woman; but all 
things of God ©, Let the woman learn in filence with all ſubjection. But I (ut. 
fer not a woman to teach, nor to uſurp authority over the man, but to be in 
filence9. Let your women keep ſilence in the churches, for it is not permitted 
unto them to ſpeak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as alſo ſaith 
the law. And if they will Icarn any thing, let them alk their huſbands at home“. 
For Adam was firſt formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived ; but the 
woman being deceived, was in the tranſgrefſton f. A virtuous woman is a crown 
to her huſband ; but ſhe that maketh aſhamed is rottenneſs in his bones ® ; and the 
contentions of a wife are a continual dropping“. It is better to dwell in a cor- 
ner of the houſe-top, than with a brawling woman in a wide houſe *, Better to 
dwell in the wilderneſs, than with a contentious and angry woman . 


S E-C rr. 6,—To be obedient to their huſbands, and adorned with modeſty and 
meekneſs. | 


SPEAK thou the things which become ſound doctrine ; that the aged women 
be in behaviour as becometh holineſs ; that they may teach the young women 
to be ſober, to love their huſbands, to love their children, to be diſcreet, 
chaſte, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own huſbands ; that the word 
of God be not blaſphemed . A biſhop muſt be the huſband of one wife d: Even 
ſo mult their wives be grave, not {landerers, ſober, faithful in all things“. 

Wives, 


N J Eph. V. 2 5+ * Eph. V. 33. 
$ 5. * 1 Cor, xi. 3. b x Cor. xi. 7. 8, 9. ae 11 Tim. ii. 21, 12. 
0 3 Cor-- xiv. 164, 35, £ Prov. xii. 4. b Prov, xix. 13. 
i Prov. xXxI. 9. k Prov. xxl. 19. 


$6, Tit. ii. 1,--=5, d x Tim. ili. 2. © 1 Tim. ili. 11. 
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Wives, ſubmit yourſelves unto your own huſbands, as unto the Lord. For the 
huſband is the head of the wife, even as Chriſt is the head of the church; 
and he is the Saviour of the body. Therefore, as the church is ſubject unto 
Chriſt, ſo let the wives be to their own huſbands in every thing a. The wife is 
bound by the law as long as her huſband liveth *, Wives, ſubmit yourſelves 
unto your own huſbands, as it is fit in the Lord t. 

[| will therefore, that women adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhame. 
facedneſs and ſobriety ; not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coſtly 
array 3 but (which becometh women profeſſing godlineſs) with good works s. 
Ye wives, be in ſubjection to your own huſbands ; that if any obcy not the 
word, they alſo may without the word be won by the converſation of the wives, 
while they behold your chaſte converſation, coupled with fear. Whoſe adorn- 
ing, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing 
gold, or of putting on of apparel z but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quict ſpirit, 


which is in the ſight of God of great price. For after this manner, in the old 


time, the holy women alſo who truſted in God adorned themſelves, being in 
ſubjection to their own huſbands; even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord ; whoſe daughters ye are as long as ye do well!. 


SE Cr. 7. The deſcription of a virtuous and induſtrious wife, 


A G6RAC1loUs woman retaineth honour ; and ſtrong men retain riches . 
Houſe and riches are the inheritance of fathers ; and a prudent wife is from the 
Lord >. Who can find a virtuous woman! for her price is far above rubics. 
The heart of her huſband doth ſafely truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall have no nced 
of ſpoil. She will do him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. She ſcek— 
eth wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the mer- 
chants ſhips ; ſhe bringeth her food from afar. She riſeth alſo while it is yet night, 
and giveth meat to her houſhold, and a portion to her maidens. She conſidereth 
a field, and buyeth it; with the fruit of her hands ſhe planteth a vineyard. She 
girdeth her Joins with ſtrength, and ſtrengthneth her arms. She perceiveth 
that her merchandize is good; her candle gocth not out by night. She lay— 
eth her hands to the ſpindle, and her hands hold the diſtaff. She ſtretcheth 
out her hand to the poor; yea ſhe reacheth forth her hands to the needy. She 
is not afraid of the ſnow for her houſhold ; for all her houſhold are clothed with 
ſcarlet. She maketh herſelf coverings of tapeſtry; her clothing is ſilk and pur- 


4Q ple“. 
4 Eph. v. 22, 23, 24. 1 Cor, vii. 39. f Col. iii. 18. e 1 Tim. ii. 8,---10, 
* 1 Pet. ili. 1,---6, 
$ 7. Prov. xi, 16. d Prov, vi 4. Prox. xxxi. 10, 22. 
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ple. Her huſband is known in the gates, when he ſitteth among the elders of 
the land. She maketh fine linen, and ſelleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the 
merchant. Strength and honour are her clothing, and ſhe ſhall rejoice in time 
to come. She openeth her mouth with wiſdom, and in her tongue is the law 
| of kindneſs. She looketh well to the ways of her houſhold, and eateth not the 
[ bread of idlencſs, Her children ariſe up, and call her bleſſed; her huſband alſo, 
and he praiſeth herd. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain ; but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed, Give her of the fruit of her hands, 
and let her own works praiſe her in the gates e. 


%% £5 IV. 


Of MASTERS and SERVANTS. 


SECT. 1. Inſtitutions of God concerning hired ſervants, And 2. Concern- 
ing bond-men, and bond-maids. 3. The indignation of God againſt oppreſ- 

F ſive maſters. 4. The duties of maſters toward their ſervants. F. Servants 

l/ are bound to honour their maſters. 6. And to obey them, and be faithful in 

| their ſervice. 

i 

l 


SECT. 1. Inſtitutions of God concerning hired ſervants. 


| FF thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen poor, and be ſold unto thee ; 
| thou ſhalt not compel him to ſerve as a bond-ſervant; but as an hired ſervant, 
and a ſojourner he ſhall be with thee; and ſhall ſerve thee unto the year of jubilee; 
and then ſhall he depart from thee; both he and his children with him, and ſhall 
| return, and unto the poſſeſſion of his fathers ſhall he return. And when thou 
| ſendeſt him out from thee, thou ſhalt not let him go away empty ; thou ſhalt 
| furniſh him liberally out of thy flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine- 
preſs ; of that wherewith the Lord thy God hath bleſſed thee, thou ſhalt give 
unto him®*. And it ſhall be if he ſay unto thee, I will not go away from thee 


| (becauſe he loveth thee and thine houſe, becauſe he is well with thee,) Then 
thou 


”_— OS — — — 
— 


| 4 Prov. xxxi. 23,28. © Prov. xxxi. 30, 31. 


$ is 6 Lev. xRV. 395 40% 41. d Deut, X. 13, 14. 
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thou ſhalt take an awl, and thruſt it through his ear unto the door, and he ſhall! 
be thy ſervant for ever; and alſo unto thy maid-ſervant thou ſhalt do likewiſe © *. 
Thou thalt not rule over him with rigour ; but ſhall fear thy God 9, 

And if a ſojourner or ſtranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother that dwell- 
eth by him wax poor, and ſell himſelf unto the ſtranger or ſojourner by thee, 
or to the ſtock of the ſtranger's family; after that he is ſold, he may be re- 
deemed again; one of his brethren may redeem him; or if he be able he may 
redeem himſelf ©. And he ſhall reckon with him that bought him from the year 
that he was fold to him, unto the year of jubilee 3. And if he be not redeem- 
ed in theſe years, then he ſhall go out in the year of jubilee, both he and his 
children with him s. Thou ſhalt not oppreſs an hired ſervant that is poor and 
needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy itrangers that are in thy land, 
within thy gates. At his day thou ſhalt give him his hire, neither ſhall the ſan 
go down upon it, for he is poor and ſetteth his heart upon it: leſt he cry againſt 
thee unto the Lord, and it be fin unto thee l. 


SECT, 2, —Concerning bond-men and bond-maids, 


BoTH thy bond-men, and thy bond-maids which thou ſhalt have, ſhall be of the 
heathen that are round about you; of them ſhall ye buy bond-men, and bond- 
maids. Moreover, of the children of the ſtrangers that do ſojourn among you, 
of them ſhall ye buy, and of their families that are with you, which they begat 
in your land ; and they ſhall be your poſſeſſion. And ye ſhall take them as an 
inheritance for your children after you, to inherit them for a poſſeſſion ; they 
ſhall be your bond-men for ever. But over your brethren the children of Iſra- 
el, ye ſhall not rule one over another with rigour *. Thou ſhalt not deliver un- 
to his maſter, the ſervant which is eſcaped from his maſter unto thee . He 
ſhall dwell with thee, even among you, in that place which he ſhall chooſe, 
in one of thy gates where it liketh him beſt ; thou ſhalt not oppreſs him >. If a 
man ſmite the eye of his ſervant, or the eye of his maid that it periſh ; he ſhall 
let him go free for his eye's ſake. And if he (mite out his man-ſervants tooth 
or his maid-ſervant's tooth; he ſhall let him go free for his tooth's ſake®, 


4Q2 SECT, 


4 Lev. xxv. 43. Lev. xxv. 47, 48, 49. 


b Deut xxiv. 14, 15. 


Deut xv. 16, 17. Lev. xxv. 50. 


Lev xxv. 54. 


& 2. Lev. xxv. 44, 45, 46. Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. © Exod. xxi. 26, 27. 


* See Exod. xxi. 2,.— 11. 


+ This, it would appear, is to be underſtood of a ſervant whom his maſter would 
compel to go out of the country. 
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SECT. 3. The indignation of God againſt oppreſſive maſters, 


ZAEDEKTIAH made a Covenant with all the people that were at Jeruſalem, to 
proclaim liberty unto them; that every man ſhould let his man-ſ{crvant, and e- 
very man his nai ervait, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewels, go free; that none 
ſhould ferve himſelf hem; to wit of a Jew his brother“? Now when all the 
princes, and all the people which had entered into the covenant, heard that cye. 
ry one ſhould let his man-ſervant, and every one his maid ſervant go free, that 
none {hould ſerve themſelves of them any more; then they obcycd, and let them 
go. But afterwards they turned, and cauſed the ſervants and the handmaid: 
whom they had let go free, to return; and brought them into ſubjection for ſer— 
vants and for handmaids. Therefore, thus ſaith the Lord, the God of Iſracl, I 
made a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondmen, ſaying, At the end of ſeven 
years, let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been ſold unto 
thee ; and when he hath ſerved ſix years, thou ſhalt let him go free from thee. 


But your fathers hearkned not unto me, neither. inclined their ear. And ye 


were now turned, and had done right in my fight, in proclaiming liberty every 
man to his neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the koule that 
is called by my name. But ye turned and polluted my name; and cauicd every 
man his ſervant, and every man his handmaid, whom he had fct at liberty, 
at their pleaſure to return, and brought them into ſubjection, to be unto you 
for ſervants, and for handmaids, Therefore thus ſaith the Lord, Ye have not 
hearkned unto me in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, and every 
man to his neighbour; behold I proclaim a liberty unto you, faith the Lord, to 
the ſword, to the peſtilence, and to the famine, and 1 will give the men which 
have tranſgreſſed the covenant e, into the hand of their enemies, and into the 
hand of them that ſeek their life. And the Egyptians made the children of 
Ifracl to ſerve with rigour. And they made their lives bitter with hard bon- 
dage ; all their ſervice wherein they made them ſerve, was with rigour 4. And 
the children of Iſrael ſighed by reaſon of the bondage, and they cried ; and their 
cry came up unto Sod®, And the Lord faid, I have ſurely ſeen the affliction of 
my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reaſon of their taſk- 
maſters, for I know their ſorrows. And I am come down to deliver them f. 
Behold the hire of the labourers which have reaped down your fields, which is 


of you kept back by fraud, crieth: And the cries of them which have reaped, 
arc 


$ 3. Jer. xxxiv. 8, 9. b Jer. xxxiv. 10,—18. „Jer. xxxiv. 20. 4 Exod, i, 13, 14. 
e Exod, ii. 23. f Exod, iii. 7, 8. 


Of relative Duties. 877 


AR r. IV. 


are entred into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth*. And I will come neir to you 
to judgment, and | will be a ſwift witnels againſt the ſorcerers, and ag int 
falſe ſwearers, and againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hircling in his wages Þ, 


SECT. 4. The duties of maſters toward their ſervants. 


Accus E not a ſervant unto his matter , leſt he curſe thee, and thou be found 
guilty *. Maſters, forbear threatning ; knowing alſo that your maſter is in hea- 
ven, neither is their reſpect of perſons with him d. Matters, give unto your ſer- 
vants that which is juſt and equal, knowing that ye alfo have a maſter in hea- 
ven e. Wo unto him that uſeth his neighbour's ſervice without wages, and gi— 
veth him not for his work J. And when Jeſus was entred into Capernaun, 
there came unto him a centurion, beſecching him, and ſaying, Lord, my {cr- 
vant lieth at home, ſick of the pally, grievouſly tormented. Lord, I am not 
worthy that thou ſhouldſt come under my roof: but ſpeak the word only, and 
my ſervant ſhall be healed e. 

If I did deſpiſe the cauſe of my man-ſervant, or of my maid-ſervant,when they 
contended with me; what then ihall ! do when God riſeth up? And when he 
viſiteth, What ſhall Tanſwer him? Did not he that made me in the womb, make 


him? Did not one faſhion us in the womb f ? 


SECT. 5. Servants are bound to honour their maſters. 


Tux diſciple is not above his maſter, nor rhe fervant above his Lord. It i+ 
enough for the diſciple that he be as his maſter, and the ſervant as his Lord *. 
But which of you having a ſervant plowing, or feeding cattle, will ſay unto him 
by and by, when he is come from thc field, Go and fit down ro meat? And will 
not rather ſay unto him, Make ready wherewith I may ſup, and ygird thyſelf, 
and ſerve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and atterward thou ſhalt cat and 
drink? Doth he thank that ſervant, becauſe he did the things that were com- 
manded him: I trow not bd. A {on honvureth his father, and a ſervant his ma- 


ſter . The eyes of ſervants look unto the hand of their maiters, and the eyes 
of 


James v. 4. b Mal. iii. 5. 


$ 4. Prov. xxx. 10. b Epli. vi. 9. Col. iv. 1, 4 Jer, xxii. 13. 


e Matth. viii. 5, 6, 8. f Job xxxi. 13, 14, 15. 


$ 5 4 Matth. X. 245 25. d Luke xvii. 75 8, 9. 6 Mal. i 6. 
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of maden unto the hands of her miſtreſs“. The king's favour is toward a 
wile fervant ; but his wrath is againſt him that cauſeth ſhame*. A wile ſer— 
V.nt hall have rule over a ſon that cauſeth thame; and ſhall have part ot the in— 
heritance among the brethren t. 


SECT. 6. Aud to obey them, and be faithful in their ſervice. 


ExnorrT ſervants to be obedient unto their own maſters, and to pleaſe them 
well in all things; not anſwering again, not purloining, but ſhewing all good fi- 
delity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things ., 
Servants, be ſubject to your maſters, with all fear, ; not only to the good and 
gentle, but alſo to the froward ; for this is thank-worthy, if a man for conſci— 
cence toward God endure grief, ſuffering wrongtully * For what glory is it, 
if when ye be buffeted tor your faults, ye ſhall rake it patiently ? but if when ye 
do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God e. Ser- 
vants, be obedient to your maſters according to the fleſh, with fear and trem- 
bling in ſingleneſs of your heart, as unto Chriſt ; not with eye-ſervice, as men- 
pleaſers, but as the ſervants oi Chriſt, doing the will of God from the heart ; 
with good will doing ſervice, as to the Lord, and not to men“; knowing, that 
whatſoever good thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, 
whether he be bond or free 4. But he that doth wrong, ſhall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done; and there is no reſpect of perſons ?. To whom ye 


yield yourſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants ye are to whom you obey f. That 


ſervant which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did accord- 
ing to his will, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes; but he that knew not and 
did things worthy of ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes*. He that walk- 
cth in a perfect way, he ſhall ſerve me. He that worketh deceit, ſhall not 
dwell within my houſe: He that telleth lies ſhall not tarry in my ſight“. Art 
thou called being a ſervant? care not for it; but if thou mayſt be made free, 
uſe it rather. For he that is called in the Lord, being a ſervant, is the Lord's 
freeman; likewiſe alſo, he that is called, being free, is Chriſt's ſervant 1. Let 
as many ſervants as are under the yoke, count their own maſters worthy of all 
honour ; that the name of God and his doctrine be not blaſphemed. And they 


that 
4 Pal. exxlli. 2. * Prov. xiv. 35. t Prov. xvii. 2. 
& 6. Tit. ii. 9, 10. b r Pet. ii. 18, 19. 21 Pet. ii. 20. 4 Eph. vi. 5, —8. 
e Col. iii. 23. Rom. vi. 16. xs Luke xii. 47, 48. * Pfal. ci. 6, 7. 


11 Cor. vil. 21, 22. 


* Col, iii. 22,.— 24. 


ART. IV. Of relative Duties. 679 


that have believing maſters, let them not deſpiſe them, becauſe they are bre- 
thren ; but rather do them ſervice, becauſe they are faithful, and beloved, par- 
takers of the benefit. Servants, obey in all things your maſters according to 
the fleſh, not with eye-ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs of heart fear- 
ing God. And whatſoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord, and not unto 
men, knowing that of the Lord you ſhall receive the reward of the inheritance, 
for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, But he that doth wrong ſhall receive for the 
wrong that he hath done; and there is no reſpect of perſons'. Theſe things 
teach and exhort “. 


* 1 Tim. vi. I, 2. 1 Col, Ul, 22,.— 24. 1 Tim. vi. 2. 
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P A R T VI.. 


Of the CHuRcH of GO p. 


I. 


Of the CHURCH of Gop under the OLD TESTAMENT Diſpenſation, 


SEC r. 1. Of the origin of the church of God after the fall. 2. The cove- 
nant of God with Noah. 3. The calling of Abraham, and the covenant of 
God with him. 4. The covenant renewed with Ifauc. 5.—And with Ja— 
cob. 6. The children of Iſrael called to be a peculiar people unto the Lord, 
7. The covenant at Sinai. 8. The obligations on the children of Iſracl to 
keep this covenant. 9. The goodneſs and condeſcenſion of God in this diſ- 
penſation to Iſrael, celebrated by his faints. 10. Special promiſes given to 
that people, of God's peculiar favour and protection. 11. The praiſes and 
prayers of the Old Teſtament ſaints on this head, 


SECT. 1. Of the origin of the church of God after the fall. 


N D the Lord God called unto Adam, and ſaid unto him, Where art 
A thou? And he ſaid, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 


becauſe | was naked; and I hid myſelf. And he ſaid, Who told thee 

that thou waſt naked? Haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereot I commanded thee, 
that thou ſhouldſt not eat? And the man ſaid, The woman whom thou gaveſt 
me to be with me, the gave me of che tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God 
ſaid unto the woman, What is this that thou haſt done? And the woman ſaid, 
The 


CAP. I. Of the Cyunrcn of GO p, &. 681 


The ſerpent beguiled me, and I did cat. And the Lord God ſaid unto the ſer— 
pent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art curſed above all cattle, and above 
every beaſt of the field. And 1I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 


«© and between thy ſeed and her feed ; it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou thalc 
e bruiſe his hee] *,” 


And Eve bare a fon, and called his name Seth. And to Seth, to him alſo 


there was born a ſon; and he cilled his name Enos. © Then men began to call 
e upon the name oi the Lord b.“ And it came to paſs, when men began to multiply 
on the face of the earth, and daug ers were born unto them, that the ſons of 
God ſaw the daughters of men, that they were fair; and they took them wives 
of all which they choſe, And God law that the wickedneſs of man was great 
in the earth; and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually 4, And the Lord ſaid; Iwill deſtroy man, whom I have crea- 
ted, from the face of the earth; for it repenteth me that! have made them. 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord®,” 


SFC T. 2. The covenant of God with Noah. 


Noa was a juſt man and perfect in his generations; and Noah walked with 
God a. And God looked upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt; for all 
fleſh had corrupted his way upon the carth. And God ſaid unto Noah, The end 
of all fleſh is come before me; and behold, I will deitroy them with the earth- 
Make thee an ark of Gopher-wood e. And bchold I, even J, do bring a flood 
of waters upon the earth, to deſtroy all fleſh wherein is the breath of life, from 
under heaven. But with thee will Jeſtabliſh my covenant; and thou ſhalt come 
into the ark; thou, and thy ſons, and thy wife, and thy ſons wives with thee ©, 
And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him 4. And it came 
to paſs after ſeven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth ©, And 
all fleth died that moved upon the earth. All in whoſe noſtrils was the breath 
of life, of all that was in the dry land died f. And God remembred Noah; and 
made a wind to paſs over the carth; and the waters aſſwaged, and the earth was 
drieds. And Noah went forth, and his ſons, and his wife, and his ſons wives 
with him, And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt-offer— 
ings on the altar. And God bleſſed Noah, and his ſons, and faid unto them“, 

4 R | Be- 


$ 1, ® Gen. iii. 9.— 15. Gen. iv. 25, 26. e Gen. vi. t, 2. 1 Gen. Vi. 5. 


e Gen. vi. 7, 8. 


© Gen. vi. 17, 18. 4 Gen, vii. 5. 
t Gen. viii. 1, 14. b Gen. viii. 18. 


b Gen. vi. 12, 13, 14. 
Gen. vii 21, 22. 
* Gen. ix. 1. 


© 2, Gen vi. 9. 
e Gen. vii. 10. 
1 Gen. viii. 20. 
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Behold, I eſtabliſh my covenant with you, and with your ſeed after you ',—Thys 
by faith, Noah being warned of God, of things not ſecn a5 yet, moved with tear, 
prepared an ark to the ſaving of his houſe ; by the which he condemned the 
world, and became heir of the righteouſneſs which is by faith w. 


1 SECT. 3. The calling of Abram, and the covenant of God with him. 


Now the Lord had ſaid unto Abrim, Set thee out orf thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father's houſe, unto a land that I will ſhew thee, 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and [ will bleſs tnee, and make thy 
name great; and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. And 1 will blef> them that bleſs 
thee; and curſe him that curſeth thee; and in thee ſhall all tamilies of the 
earth be bleſſed. So Abram departed as the Lord had ſpoken unto him*. By 
faith, when he was called to go out into a place, which he ſhould after receive 
for an inheritance, he obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went. By faith he ſojourned in the land of promiſe, as in a ſtrange country“; 
and there he builded an altar unto the Lord ; and called upon the name of 
the Lord <. And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and ſaid unco him, I 
am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And J 
will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee ex- 
ceedingly d. As for me, behold my covenant is with thee, and thou ſhalt be 
a father of many nations. Neither ſhall thy name any more be called Abram ; 
but thy name ſhall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee, 
And I will eſtabliſh my covenant between me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee, 
in their generations for an everlaſting covenant; to be a God unto thee, and 
thy ſeed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a ſtranger, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion ; and ] will be 
their God. Thou ſhalt keep my covenant therefore, thou and thy ſeed after thee 
| in their generations*. Sarah thy wife ſhall bear thee a fon indeed; and thou 
ſhalt call his name Iſaac; and I will eſtabliſh my covenant with him for an ever- 
laſting covenant, and with his feed after him. And as for Iſhmael, I have heard 
thee; behold, I have bleſſed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply 
him excecdingly. But my covenant will I eſtabliſh with Iſaac, whom Sarah 
| ſhall bear unto thee at this ſet time, in the next year ?. By myſelf have I ſworn, 
faith the Lord, That in bleſſing J will bleſs thee, and in multiplying J will mul- 
tiply thy ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, and as the ſand which is upon the ſea-ſhore; 

and 


Gen. ix. 9, n Heb. xi. 7, 


53. Gen. zii. I,—4, > Heb. xi. 8, 9. Gen. xii, 8, 4 Gen. Xvii, 1, 2. 
Cen. xvii. 449, ? Gen. xvii. 19, 29, 21. 


Cray. I. Under the OlD TESTAMENT Diſpenſution. 683 


and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed s. And Abraham 
believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteouſneſs*, And fo, 
after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promiſe i. 


SECT. 4. The covenant renewed with Iſaac. 


AnD there was a famine in the land; and Iſaac went unto Abimelech king ot 
the Philiſtines, unto Gerar. And the Lord appeared unto him, and ſaid, Go not 
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which I fhall tell thee of. Sojourn in 
this land, and I will be with thee, and will bleſs thee ; for unto thee, and unto 
thy ſeed I will give all theſe countries. And I will perform the oath which I 
{ware unto Abraham thy father. And I will make thy ſeed to multiply as the 
ſtars of heaven, and will give unto thy ſeed all theſe countries; and in thy ſeed 
ſhall all the nations of the earth be blefſed ; becauſe that Abraham obeyed my 

voice, and kept my charge, my commandments, my ſtatutes, and my laws *. 


SECT. 5.—And with Jacob. 


AN Ifaac called Jacob, and bleſſed him, and faid unto him *, God Almighty 
bleſs thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayſt be a mul- 
titude of people; and give thee the bleſſings of Abraham, to thee and to thy 
ſced with thee; that thou maytit inherit the land wherein thou art a ſtranger, 
which God gave unto Abraham. And Ifaac ſent away Jacob, And Jacob 
went out from Beerſheba, and went towards Haran. And he lighted upon a 
certain place, and tarried there all night, and lay down in that place to ſleep. 
And he dreamed, and behold, a 1adder ſet upon the carth, and the top of it reach- 
ed to heaven; and behold, the angels of God aſcending and deſcending on it. 
And behold, the Lord ſtood above it, and ſaid, I am the Lord God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Ifaac ; the land whereon thou lyeſt, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy ſeed. And thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt of the earth; and 
thou ſhalt ſpread abroad, to the weit, and to the eaſt, and to the north, and to 
the ſouth ; and in thee, and in thy ſeed ſhall all the families of the earth be 
bleſſed . And behold I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither 

4 | thou 


Gen. XX11. 16, 17, 18. b Gen. xv. 6. 1 Heb. vi. 15. 
$ 4. Gen. xxvi. 1,—5$- 


$ 5, Gen. xxvili. 1. b Gen. xxviii. 3, 4, 5. 


<« # Theſe promiſes to Jacob we ſind repeated at Peniel, Gen. xxxii. 24, — 2c 
and again at Bethel, Gen. xxxv. 9.— 12. 
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thou goeſt, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, 
until J have done that which I have ſpoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked out 
of his ſleep, and he ſaid, Surcly the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not. 
And he was afraid, and ſaid, How dreadful is this place ! this is none other bur 
the houſe of God, and this is the gate of heaven e. 


SECT. 6. The children of Iſrael called to be a peculiar people unto the Lord, 


AND God ſpake unto Moſes, and ſaid unto him, I am the Lord; and! an- 
peared unto Abraham, unto Iſaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almigh- 
ty; but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. And I have alſo e- 
ſtabliſhed my covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of 
their pilgrimage, wherein they were ſtrangers “. Wherefore, ſay unto the 
children of Iſrael, I am the Lord; and I will bring you out from under the bur- 
dens of the Egyptians; and I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to 
you a God; and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord your God. And I will bring 
you in unto the land, concerning the which I did {wear to give it to Abraham, 
to Iſaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage d. And I will dwel! 
amongſt the children of Iſracl, and will be their God; and they ſhall know that 
I am the Lord their God, that brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, that 
I may dwell amongſt them. I am the Lord their God e. And J will ſet my ta- 
bernacle amongſt you; and I will walk among you, and be your God, and ye 
ſhall be my people, | 


Ser. 7. The covenant at Sinai. 


AN D Moſes went up unto God; and the Lord called unto him out of the 
mountain, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſay to the houſe of Jacob, and tell the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, Ye have ſeen what 1 did to the Egyptians, and how I bare you 
on eagles wings, and brought you unto myſelf. Now therefore, if ye will 0- 
bey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye ſhall be a peculiar trea- 
ſure unto me, above all people; for all the earth is mine. And ye ſhall be un- 
to me a kingdom of prieſts, and an holy nation. Theſe are the words which 
thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the children of Iſrael* And Moſes came, and called for 


the elders of the people, and laid before their faces all theſe words, which the 
5 Lord 


e Gen. xxviii. 10,.—17. 


§S 6. * Exod. vi. 2, 3, 4. b Exod. vi, 6, 7, 8. © Exod, xxix. 45, 46. à Lev. xxvi. 11, 12, 
57. Exod. iz. 3,6, 
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Lord commanded him. And all the people anſwered together, and ſaid, All that 
the Lord hath ſpoken will we do. And Moles returned the words of the people 
unto the Lord“. And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audi- 
ence of the people; and they ſaid, All that the Lord hath faid will we do, and 
be obedient. And Moſes took the blood and ſprinkled it on the people, and 
ſaid, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you 
concerning all theſe words ©, When Moſes had ſpoken every precept to all 
the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with 
water and ſcarlet wool and hyſſop, and ſprinkled both the book and all the peo- 
ple, ſaying, This 1s the blood of the teſtament, (or covenant) which God hath 
enjoined unto you d. And the Lord ſaid, I have heard the voice of the words 
of this people ; they have well ſaid, all that they have ſpoken, O that there 
were ſuch an heart in them; that they would fear me and keep all my com- 
mandments always; that it might be well with them, and with their children 
for ever®©! O that they were wile, that they underitood this, that they would 


conſider their latter endf ! 


SE cT. 8. The obligations on the children of Iſrael to heep this covenant. 


Now therefore hearken, O Ifracl, unto the ſtatutes, and unto the judgments 
which I teach you *, For what nation is there ſo great, who hath God fo nigh 
unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon him for“? 
The Lord ſpake unto you out of the midit of the fire; ye heard the voice of 
the words, but ſaw no ſimilitude; only ye hcard a voice. And he declared un- 
to you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten com- 
mandments, and he wrote them upon two tables of ſtone*. I am the Lord thy 
God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of 
bondage d. The Lord hath taken you, and brought you forth out of the iron 
furnace, to be unto him a people of inheritance*. The Lord thy God will not 
forget the covenant of thy fathers which he ſware unto them. For, aſk now 
of the days that are paſt, which were before thee, ſince the day that God crea- 
ted man upon the earth; and aſk from the one fide of heaven unto the other, 
whether there hath been any ſuch thing as this great thing is, or hath been 
heard like it ? Did ever people hear the voice of God, ſpeaking out of the 
midſt of the fire, as thou haſt heard and live? or hath God aſſay ed to go and 


take 
b Exod. xix. 7, 8. © Exod. xxiv. 7, 8. 4 Heb. ix. 19, 20. Deut. v. 28. 29. 
t Deut. xxxii. 29. | 
$$, Deut. iv. 1. b Deut. iv. 7. Deut. iv, 12, 13. 4 Exod, xx, 2. 


Deut. iv. 20. 
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take him a nation, from the midſt of another nation, by temptations, by ſigns, 
and by wonders, and by war, and by great terrors, according to all that the 
Lord God did for you“? Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he 
might inſtruct thees; for thou art a holy people unto the Lord thy God. The 
Lord thy God hath cholen thee to be a ſpecial people unto himſelf, above ul 
the people that are upon the face of the earth*. Becauſe he loved thy fathers, 
therefore he choſe their feed after them i, The Lord did not ſet his love up- 
on you, nor chooſe you, becauſe ye were more in number than any people, ( or 
ye were the feweſt of all people) but becauſe the Lord loved you, and becauſe 
he would keep the oath which he had ſworn unto your fathers *. For the Lotd 
lad a delight in thy fathers to love them!; and it hath pleaſed the Lord to 
mak you his people ®. Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth with al! 
your heart; for, conſider how great things he hath done for you®, 


Sr.cT.y9. The goodneſs and condeſcenſion of God in this diſpenſation to I. 
rael, celebrated by his ſaints. 


G1ivE thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds a- 
mons the people; talk of all his wondrous works“. Remember his marvellous 
works that he hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth, O ye 
ſecd of Iſrael his ſervant, ye children of Jacob his choſen ones*. Be ye mind- 
ful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a thouſand gene- 
rations; cven of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath 
unto Ifaac z and hath confirmed the ſame to Jacob for a law, and to Iſrael for an 
everlaſting covenant ©, He brought forth his people with joy, and his choſen 
with gladneſs; and gave them the lands of the heathen, that they might keep 
his ttatutes and obſerve his law ©. For he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a law in Ifrael, which he commanded our fathers, that they ſhould 
make them known to their children; that the generation to come might know 
them, cven the children which ſhould be born; who ſhould ariſe and declare 
them unto their children, that they might ſet their hope in God*. He made 
knuawn his ways unto Moſes, his acts unto the children of Ifraclf, He hath 
not dc alt fo with any nations. For the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is 
the lot of his inheritance, He found him in a deſart land, and in the waſte 
howling wilderneſs ; he led him about, he inſtructed him, he kept him as the 


apple 
f Deut. iv. 31,—34. Deut. iv. 36. n Deut. vii. 6. Deut. iv. 37. 
k Dew vii. 7, 8. Deut. x. 15. m 1; Sam. xii. 22. n Sam. Xl. 24 
86 1 Chron. xvi. 8. 9. b x Chron. xvi. 12, 13. © 1 Chron. xvi 15, — 17. 4 Pal. cv. 43, 44, 45. 


e Plal, IXxvili. 5, ©, 7. t Pſal. ciii. 7. s Pſal. czlvii. 20. 
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apple of his eye. As an eagle ſtirreth up her neſt, fluttereth over her youig), 
ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings; lv che 
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no ftrange god with him“. There is 
none like unto the God of Jeſhurun, who rideth upon the heaven in thy acip, 
and in his excellency on the ſky. The cternal God is thy refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlaſting arms*. O [frael, truſt thou in the Lord; he is their 
help and ſhield. O houſe of Aaron, truſt in the Lord. Ye that fear the Lord, 
truſt in the Lord. The Lord hath been mindrul of us, he will bleſs us; he will 
bleſs the houſe of Iſracl, he will bleſs the houſe of Aaron, he will bleſs them that 
fear the Lord both ſmall and great. He alſo exalteth the horn of his pcople, 
the praiſe of all his faints; even of the children of Iſrael, a people near unto 
him'. For the Lord taketh pleaſure in his people; he will beautify the meek 
with ſalvation *. O come, and let us worſhip and bow down; let us kneel be- 
fore the Lord our Maker; tor he is our God, and we are the people ot his pa- 
{ture and the ſheep of his hand®, Walk about Zion, and go round about her; 
tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well her bulwarks, conſider her palaces; that 


ye may tel] it to the generation tollowing. For this God is our God tor ever 
and ever; he will be our guide even unto death. 


SECT. 10. Special promiſes given to that people of God's peculiar fer. 
vour and protection, 


WaHen Iſrael was a child I loved him, and called my fon out of Egypt. I 
taught Ephraim alſo to go, taking them by their arms; I drew them with cords 
of a man, with bands of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke 
on their jaws *. Thou, Iſrael, art my ſervant, Jacob whom 1 have choſen, the 
ſeed of Abraham my friend. Thou whom I have taken from the ends oi the 
carth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and ſaid nnto thee, Thu art 
my ſervant, I have choſen thee, and not caſt thee away b. Therefore, icar tion 
not, O my ſervant Jacob, ſaith the Lord, neither be difinayed, O iiracl ; tor! 
am with thee, ſaith the Lord, to fave thee : Though I make a full end of all 


nations whither I have ſcattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee 


but I will correct thee in meaſure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunith- 
ede. Sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. [Uthe Lord do keen it; J 
Wal] water it every moment; leſt any man ſhould hurt it, I will keep it night 
and day d. For the vineyard of the Lord of holts is the houſe of Iſracl, and rhe 


men 
b Deut. xxxil. 9, —12. Deut. xxxiii. 26, 27, * Pſal. cxv. , —1 3, i Pal. calviii. 1:4, 
m pfl cxl. x. 4. » Pſal. xcv. 6, 7, * Plat. zIviii. 12, — 14. 
$1, Foſ. xi. 1, 3, 4. VIII. xli. 8. 9. e Jer, xxx. 10, 11. 4A Nr. 2; 1. 
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men of Judah his pleaſant plant . Ye ſhall be named the prieſts of the Lord J 
men {hall call you the miniſters of our God f. Forl the Lord will direct their work 
in truth; and | will make an everlaſting covenant with them, and their ſeed ſhall 
be known among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people; all 
that ſee them, ſhall acknowledge them, that they are the ſeed which God hath 
bleſſed s. But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgot— 
ten me. Cana woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 
paſſion on the fon of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will not I forget 


thee, Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are 
continually before me“. 


SE cT. 11. The praiſes and prayers of the Old Teſtament ſaints on this head. 


We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us what work 
thou didſt in their days, in the times of old*. Thou art the Lord, the God 
who didſt chooſe Abram, and broughteſt him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees; 
and foundeſt his heart faithful before thee, and madeſt a covenant with him to give 
the land of the Canaanites to his ſced; and didſt ſee the affliction of our fa- 
thers in Egypt, and heardſt their cry by the Red Sea; and thou didſt divide the 
ſea before them. Thou cameſt down alſo upon Mount Sinai, and ſpakeſt with 
them from heaven, and gavelt them right judgments, and true laws, good ſta— 
tutes and commandments*®. Thou in thy mercy halt led forth the people which 
thou hatt redeemed ; thou haſt guided them in thy {trength unto thy holy habi- 
tation da. O God, when thou wentſt forth before thy people; when thou didſt 
march through the wildernels, the earth ſhook, the heavens alſo dropped at the 
preſence of God; even Sinai itlelf was moved at the preſence of God, the God 
of Iſracl. Thou, O God, didft fend a plentiful rain, whereby thou didſt confirm 
thine inheritance when it waz weary. Thy congregation hath dwelt therein ; thou, 
O God, haſt prepared of thy goodneſs for the poor ®. But our fathers dealt 
proudly, and hardned their necks, and hearkned not to thy commandments, nei- 
ther were mindful of thy wonders that thou didſt among them; therefore gaveſt 
thou them into the hands of the people of the lands. O Lord, my Lord, I pray 
thee go amongſt us, and pardon our iniquity, and our fin, and take us for thine 
inheritances, Give car, O Shepherd of Iirael, thou that leadeſt Joſeph like a 
flock, thou that dwelleſt between the cherubims, ſhine forth; ſtir up thy ſtrength 
and come and fave us. Turn us again, O God; and cauſe thy tace to ſhine, and 


we 


e Iſa. v. 7. f Ta. Ixi. 6. s Ifa. Ixi. 8, 9. b Iſa, xlix. 14, 15, 16. 


$ 11. * Pſal. xliv. 1. b Neh. ix. 7,8, 9, rr, <© Neh. ix. 13. 


4 Exod, xv. 13. 
e Pfal., 1xviii. 7,19. f Neh. ix. 16, 17, 30. 8 Exod. xxxiv. 9. 
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we ſhall be ſaved'. Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and 
bleſs thy people Iſrael i. Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy Holy One“. 
For what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Iſrael, whom God 
went to redeem for a people unto himſelf? For thou haſt confirmed to thyſelf 
thy people Ifracl, to be a people unto thee for ever; and thou, Lord, art become 
their God. Do good in thy good pleaſure unto Zion; build thou the walls of Je- 
ruſalem ®; ſo we thy people, and the ſheep of thy paſture, will give thee thanks 
for ever a. The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers ; let him 
not leave us, nor forſake us; that he may incline our heart unto him, to walk 
in all his ways, and to keep his commandments and his ſtatutes oe. Thou ſhalt a— 
riſe, and have mercy upon Zion; for the time to favour her, yea the ſet time is 
come . Remember me, O Lord, with the favour that thou beareſt unto thy 
people; O viſit me with thy ſalvation; that I may ſee the good of thy choſen, 
that I may rejoice in the gladneſs of thy nation ; that I may glory with thine in- 


heritance . 


d Pſal. Ixxx. f, 2, 3. 
m Pſal. Ii. 18. 
2 Pſal. cvi. 4, 5 


Deut. xxvi. 15. 
* Pſal. IXxix. I 3 


k Deut. xxxlii. 8; 


CHAP 


12 Sam. vii. 23, 24. 


0 1 Kings viii. 57, 58. r Pal, cii 23. 
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. 


Of thoſe that miniſtred in the C HV RCH GOD under the D 1 :- 
PENSATION. of the Law. 


SECT. 1. The conſecration of Aaron and his ſons to the prieſthood. 2. The 
tribe of Levi ſeparated to the ſervice of the ſanctuary. 3. The different of- 
fices of the prieſts and Levites. 4. The peculiar charge given to the prieſts, 
5. Of prophets under the diſpenſation of the law. 6. The happineſs of Iſra- 
el, when attending duly to theſe ſacred meſſengers. 7. The ſin and fatal con- 
ſequences of diſregarding the meſſage of the prophets, 8. The juſt indigna- 
tion of God againſt falle prophets, and impious prieſts. 9. The joy of the 

\ » ſaints in the pure ordinances and miniſters of the ſanctuary. 10. Their pray- 

ers, CC. 


% 


SECT. 1. The conſecration of Aaron and his ſons to the prieſthood, 


ND the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying a. Take thou unto thee Aaron thy 
brother, and his ſons with him, from among the children of Iſrael, that 

he may miniſter unto me in the prieſt's oſſice. And thou ſhalt make holy gar- 
ments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for beauty. And thou ſhalt ſpeak 
unto all that are wiſe-hearted, whom I have filled with the ſpirit of wiſdom, that 
| they may make Aaron's garments to conſecrate him, that he may miniſter unto 
me in the prieſt's ofice>. And thou ſhalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave 
upon it, like the engravings of a ſignet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And 
ir ſhall be upon Aaron's forchead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the 
holy things which the children of Iſrael ſha)l hallow, in all their holy gifts; and 
| it ſhall always be upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord. 
And for Aaron's ſons thou ſhalt make coats, and thou ſhalt make for them gir- 
dles, and bonnets ſh. 1: thou make for them, for glory and for beauty; and thou 
ſhalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his ſons with him; and ſhalt a- 
| noint them, and conſecrate them, and ſanctity them, that they may miniſter 
unto me in the prieſt's office“. And they ſhall be upon Aaron, and upon his 
{ons 


S1. * Exod. xxv. 1. » Exod, xxviil. 1, 2, 3. © Exod, xxvili. 36, 38. à Exod, &xviii, 40, 4!» 
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ſons when they come into the tabernacle of the congregration, or when they come 
near unto the altar to miniſter in the holy place; that they bear no iniquity and 
die. Tt ſhall be a ſtatute for ever unto him, and his ſeed after him*®. And TI 
will ſanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, and the altar; J will ſanctify 
alſo both Aaron and his ſons to miniſter unto me in the prieit's office fr, And 
thou ſhalt bring Aaron and his ſons unto the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation and waſh them with water. And thou ſhalt put upon Aaron the holy 
garments, and anoint him, and ſanctify him. And thou ſhalt bring his ſons, and 
clothe them with coats; and thou ſhalt anoint them, as thou didit anoint their 
father; for their anointing ſhall ſurely be an everlaſting prieſthood throughout 
their generations *, 


SECT. 2. The tribe of Levi ſeparated to the ſervice of the ſunctuary. 


AND the Lord ſpake unto Motes, ſaying, Bring the tribe of Levi near, and 
preſent them before Aaron the prieſt, that they may miniſter unto him. And 
they ſhall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation, before the 
tabernacle of the congregation, to do the ſervice of the tabernacle, And they 
ſhall keep all the inſtruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the 
charge of the children of Iſrael, And thou ſhalt give the Levites unto Aaron, 
and his ſons; they are wholly given unto him out of the children of Iſrael«. 
And I, behold I have taken the Levites from among the children of Iſrael, in- 
ſtead of all the firſt born that openeth the matrice among the children of Iſrael; 
therefore the Levites ſhall] be mine; becauſe all the firſt born are mine. For 
on the day that I ſmote all the firſt born in the land of Egypt, I hallowed unto 
me all the firit born in Iſrael, both man and beaſt d. And thou ſhalt take the 
Levites for me, inſtead of all the firſt born among the children of Iſrael; and 
the cattle of the Levites, inſtead of all the firſtlings among the cattle of the 
children of Ifrael ©, and the Levites ſhall be mined. Ar that time the Lord ſe— 
parated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to ſtand 
before the Lord to miniſter unto him, and to bleſs in his name. Wherefore 
Levi hath no part nor inheritance with his brethren. The Lord is his inheri- 
tance, according as the Lord God promiſed him e. 


SECT, 


e Exod. xxviil. 43. f Exod. xxix. 44. 4 Exod. xl. 12,—15. 


9 2. Num iii. 5,9. b Num, iii. 12, 13. e Num. iii. 41. Num. iii. 45. 
Deut. x. 8, 9. 
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SECT. 2. The different offices of the prieſts and Levites, 


Ay the Lord ſaid unto Aaron, Thou, and thy ſons, and t!|'y tuther's honſe 
* with thee, ſhall bear the iniquity of the ſanctuary; and thou, and thy ſans with 
4 thee ſhall bear the iniquity of the prieſthood. And thy brethren alſo of the 
tribe o. Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they may be 
joined union thee, and miniſter unto thee. But thou, and thy ſons with thee, 
ſhall miniſter before the tabernacle of witneſs. And they ſhall Keep thy charge, 
and the charge of all the tabernacle ; only they ſhall not come nigu the vehiels 
of the ſanctuary, and the altar; that neither they nor you alſo die:. And be- 
hold, your brethren the Levites; to you they are given as a pitt for the Lord, 
to do the ſervice of the tabernacle of the congregation Þ, They ſhall be mini- 
ſters in my ſanctuary, having the charge at the gates of the houſe, and miniſering 
to the houſe. They ſhall ſlay the burnt offering, and the ſacrifice for the pco- 
ple; and they ſhall ſtand before them, to miniſter unto them ©. And they hull 
not come near unto me to do the office of a prieſt unto me, nor come near to a- 
ny of my holy things, in the moſt holy place. But I will make them keepers 
of the charge of the houſe for all the ſervice thereof, and for all that ſhall be 
done therein 4. Therefore, thou, and thy ſons with thee, ſhall Keep your prieſts 
office for every thing of the altar, and within the vail, and ye ſhall ſerve ; I have 
given your prieſts office unto you, as a ſervice of gift ; and the ſtranger that 
cometh nigh ſhall be put to death. And behold, I have given the children of 
Levi all the tenth in Iſrael for an inheritance, for their ſervice which they ſerve, 
even the ſervice of the tabernacle of the congregation f. 


SECT, 4. The peculiar charge given to the prieſts. 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Speak unto the prieſts the ſons of Aaron, and. 
ſay unto them *, They ſhall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name 
of their God ; for the offerings of the Lord made by fire, and the bread of their 
God they do offer; therefore they ſhall be holy d. Thou ſhalt ſanctify him 
therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God; he ſhall be holy unto thee; for 1 
the Lord which ſanctify you am holy. Neither ſhall he go out of the ſanctuary, nor 
protane the ſanctuary of his God; for the crown of the anointing oyl of his God 
is upon him *. If there ariſe a matter too hard for thee in judgment, thou ſhalt come 
unto the prieſts the Levites, and unto the judge that ſhall be in thoſe days, and 


enquire ; 


$ 3. Num. xviii. 1, 2, 3. b Num, zviii: 6. © Ezek. zliv. 11, « Ezek. xliv. 13, 14 
e Num. viii, 7. f Num. Xvill. 21. 


$ 4 Lev. xxi. 1. b Lev. xxi. 6. © Lev. xxi. 8. Lev. xxi. 12. 
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enquire; and they ſhall ſhew the ſentence of judgment. And thou ſhalt do ac- 
cording to the ſentence which they ſhall ſhew thee 3 and thou ſhalt obſerve to 
do according to all that they inform thee ; thou ſhalt not decline from the ſen— 
tence which they ſhew thee, tothe right hand, nor to the left. And the man that 
will do preſumptuouſly, and will not hearken unto the prieſt that ſtanderh to mi- 
niſter before the Lord thy God, even that man ſhall die ©, For them the Lord 
thy God hath choſen to miniſter unto him, and to bleſs in the name of the Lord; 
and by their word hall every controverſy, and every ſtroke be tried f. 

The prieſts ſhall come near to me, to miniſter unto me; and. they ſhall ſtand 
before me, to offer. unto me the fat and the blood, faith. the Lord God. They 
ſhall enter into my ſanctuary, and they ſhall come near to my table to minilter 
unto me, and they ſhall keep my charge 2. And they ſhall teach iny people 
the difference between the holy and profane, and cauſe them diſcern between 
the unclean and the clean. And in controverſy they ſhall ſtand in judgment, 
and they ſhall judge it according to my judgments ; and they ſhall Keep my laws 
and my ſtatutes in all mine aſſemblies, and they ſhall hallow my Sabbaths *. And 
now, O ye prieſts, this commandinent is for you i, And ye {hall know that ! 
have ſent this commandment unto you,. that my covenant might be with Levi, 
ſaith the Lord: of hoſts. My covenant was with him of life and peace, and I 
gave them to him, for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before 
my name. The law. of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in 
his lips; he walked. with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away troin 
iniquity. For the prieſt's lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeck the 
law at his mouth; for he is the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts &. 


 SEecT. 5. Of prophets under the diſhenſation of the law. 


Taz word of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, I have made thee 

a watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael ; therefore hear the word at my moutli, 
and give them warning from me*. When I ſay unto the wicked, thou ſhalt 
ſurcly die; and thou giveſt him not warning to ſave his life; the ſame wicked 
man ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thy hand. Yet i! 
thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedneſs, he ſhall die in i; 
iniquity ; but thou hatt delivered thy foul. Again, when a righteous man doth 
turn from his righicouſneſs, becauſe thou haſt not given him warning, he ſhal! 
die in his ſin ; but his blood will 1 require at thy hand, Nevertheleſs, it thou 
Wain 


Deut. xvii. 8, —12, f Deut. xxi. 5. s Ezck, xliv. 15, 16. d. Ezek, xliv. 22,24 
I Mal. ii. 1. * Mal. ii. ,—7. 


$ 5. Ezek. iii. 16, 17. 
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SECT. 3. The different offices of the prieſts and Levites, 


AxD the Lord ſaid unto Aaron, Thou, and thy ſons, ande father's honſe 
il with thee, ſhall bear the iniquity of the ſanctuary; and thou, and thy ſans with 
i thee ſhall bear the iniquity of the prieſthood. And thy brethren alſo of the 
tribe o. Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they may be 
jotiied unto thee, and miniſter unto thee. But thou, and thy ſons with thee, 
ſhall} miniſter before the tabernacle of witneſs, And they ſhall keep thy charge, 
and the charge of all the tabernacle ; only they ſhall not come nigu the vetcls 
of the ſanctuary, and the altar; that neither they nor you alſo die“. And be- 
hold, your brethren the Levites; to you they are given as a pitt for the Lord, 
to do the ſervice of the tabernacle of the congregation b, They ſhall be mini- 
ſters in my ſanctuary, having the charge at the gates of the houſe, and miniſtring 
to the houſe. They ſhall ſlay the burnt offering, and the ſacrifice for the pco- 
ple; and they ſhall ſtand before them, to miniſter unto theme. And they ſhall 
not come near unto me to do the office of a prieſt unto me, nor come near to a- 
ny of my holy things, in the moſt holy place, But I will make them keepers 
| of the charge of the houſe for all the ſervice thereof, and for all that ſhall be 
| done therein d. Therefore, thou, and thy ſons with thee, ſhall keep your prieſts 
| office for every thing of the altar, and within the vail, and ye ſhall ſerve; I have 
given your prieſts office unto you, as a ſervice of gift ; and the ſtranger that 
cometh nigh ſhall be put to death ©. And behold, I have given the children of 
Levi all the tenth in Iſrael ſor an inheritance, for their ſervice which they ſerve, 
| even the ſervice of the tabernacle of the congregation t. 


— — 
— — 


dd — — 
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SECT, 4. The peculiar charge given to the prieſts. 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Speak unto the prieſts the ſons of Aaron, and, 
ſay unto them *, They ſhall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name 
of their God ; for the offerings of the Lord made by fire, and the bread of their 
| God they do offer; therefore they ſhall be holy d. Thou ſhalt ſanctify him 
therefore; for he offereth the bread of thy God; he ſhall be holy unto thee; for I 
the Lord which ſanctify you am holy*®, Neither ſhall he go out of the ſanctuary, nor 
protane the ſanctuary of his God; for the crown of the anointing oyl of his God 
is upon him ©. It there ariſe a matter too hard for thee in judgment, thoa ſhalt come 
unto the prieſts the Levites, and unto the judge that ſhall be in thoſe days, and 


enquire ; 


$ 3. Num. xviii. 1, 2, 3. b Num, xviii 6. © Ezek. xliv. 11. d Ezek. xliv. 13, 14. 
e Num. xvili. 7. f Num. xvili. 21. 


$ 4. a Lev. xxi. 1. d Lev. xxl. 6. c Lev. xxl. 8. e Lev. xxi. 12. 
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enquire; and they ſhall ſhew the ſentence of judgment. And thou ſhalt do ac- 
cording to the ſentence which they ſhall ſhew thee ; and thou ſhalt obſerve to 
do according to all that they inform thee ; thou ſhalt not decline from the ſen— 
tence which they ſhew thee, tothe right hand, nor to the left. And the man that 
will do preſumptuouſly, and will not hcarken unto the prieſt that ſtandeth to mi- | 
niſter before the Lord thy God, even that man ſhall die . For them the Lord 40 
thy God hath choſen to miniſter unto him, and to bleſs in the name of the Lord; 
and by their word thall every controverſy, and every ſtroke be tried t. 4 
The prieſts ſhall come near to me, to miniſter unto me; and. they ſhall ſtand neg! 
before me, to offer. unto me the fat and the blood, faith the Lord God. They 
ſhall enter into my ſanctuary, and they ſhall come near to my table to minitter i 
unto me, and they ſhall keep my charge 2. And they ſhall teach iny people "8 
the difference between the holy and profane, and cauſe them diſcern between \ 
the unclean and the clean. And in controverſy they ſhall ſtand in judgment, 4 
and they ſhall judge it according to my judgments; and they ſhall Keep my laws F 
and my ſtatutes in all mine aſſemblies, and they ſhall hallow my Sabbaths > And 11 
now, O ye prieſts, this commandinent is for you i, And ye fhall know that 1 


have ſent this commandment unto you,. that my covenant might be with Levi, 10 
ſaith the Lord of hoſts. My covenant was with him of life and peace, and I \ | 1 
gave them to him, for the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before 141 
my name. The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found in 1 
his lips; he walked. with me in peace and equity, and did turn many away troin N i il 


iniquity. For the prieſt's lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould feck the N 
law at his mouth; for he is the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts *. | | . 
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Sec r. 5. Of prophets under the diſpenſation of the law. 
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7 2 f 
Tux word of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, Son of man, I have made rhee * 

a watchman unto the houſe of Iſrael; therefore hear the word at my moutit, | | 
| 


— — 
© x 


and give them warning from me*. When I ſay unto the wicked, thou ſhalt 
ſurcly die; and thou giveſt him not warning to fave his life; the ſame wicked 
man ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thy hand. Yet it wot! 
thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedneſs, he ſhall die in hits | 
iniquity; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. Again, when a righteous man doth | 
turn from his rightcouſncſs, becauſe thou haſt not given him warning, he ſh.l] 40 
die in his ſin; but his blood will 1 require at thy hand. Neverthelets, it thou | 
Wain 1 
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* 


warn the righteous man, that the righteous ſin not; he ſhall ſurely live, becauſe 
he is warned; alſo thou haſt delivered thy ſoul >, Thou ſhalt ſpeak my words 
unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear ©; and they 
ſhall know that there hath been a prophet among them 4. Thou ſhalt go to all 
that J ſhall ſend thee, and whatſoever I command thee, that ſhalt thou ſpeak, 
Be not afraid of their faces; for I am with thee to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord. 
Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth, and the Lord ſaid 
unto me, Behold I have put my words in thy mouth ©. The prophet that hath a 
dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him ſpeak my word 

faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? ſaith the Lord. Is not my word 
like as a fire, ſaith the Lord? and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces f ? Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt 
unto this day, I have even ſent you all my ſervants the prophets. The Lord 
God of their fathers, ſent to them by his meſſengers, becauſe he had compaſ- 


ſion on his people“. He ſent prophets to them, to bring them again unto the 
Lord '. 


Ss c T. 6. The happineſs of Iſrael when attending duly to theſe ſacred me/- 
ſengers. 8 5 


I nave ſet watchmen upon thy walls, O Jeruſalem, who ſhall never hold 
their peace day nor night; ye that make mention of the Lord, kcep not ſi— 
lence*. Though the Lord give you the bread of adverſity, and the water of 
affliction, yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but 
thine eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers >, How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
fect of him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publiſheth ſalvation, that ſaith unto Zion, Thy God reign- 
eth. Thy watchmen ſhall lift up the voice, with the voice together ſhall they 
ſing*. The watchmen upon the mount Ephraim, ſhall cry, Ariſe ye, and let us 
go up to Zion, unto the Lord our God a. Therefore they ſhall come and ſing 
in the height of Zion, and ſhall flow together to the goodneſs of the Lord; and 
their ſoul ſhall be as a watered garden, and they ſhall not ſorrow any more at 
alle. And I will fatiate the ſoul of the prieſts with fatneſs, and my people ſhall 
be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, I will ſatisfy her poor with bread ; I will al- 


ſo 
b Ezek. iii. 18, —2 t. e Ezek. ii. 7. 4 Ezek. ii. 5, Jer. i. 7, & 9. 
f Jer. xxiii. 28, 29. e Jer. vil. 25. b 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15. 2 Chron. xxiv. 19. 
© 6. 3 Ia. Ixii. 6. b Tſa. xxx. 20. 


e Iſa. Iii. 7, 8. Jer. xxxi. 6. 
© ſer, xxxi. 12. | f Jer. xxxi. 14. 


Cuay, II. 


fo clothe her prieſts with ſalvation ; and her ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy *, 
And I will ſet up ſhepherds over them, which ſhall feed them, and they ſhall 
fear no more, nor be diſmayed, neither ſhall they be lacking, faith the Lord b. 


3E CT. 7. The /in and fatal conſequences of diſregarding the meſJage of the 
prophets. 


Tus faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Ifrael *, I ſpake unto you, riſing 
ap early, and ſpeaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye anſwered not b. 
How do ye ſay, We are wiſe, and the Jaw of the Lord is with us? The wiſe 
men are aſhamed, they are diſmayed and taken, Lo, they have rejected the 
word of the Lord, and what wiſdom is in them ©? Now go, write it betore 
them in a table, and note it in a book ; that this is a rebellious people, children 
that will not hear the Jaw of the Lord. Who fay to the ſeers, See not; and 
to the prophets, Propheſy-not unto us right things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, 
propheſy deceits, Get you out of the way, turn aſide out of the path, cauſe 


the Holy One of Iſrael to ceaſe from before us 4, Therefore this iniquity (hall - 


be to you as a breach ready to fall, whoſe breaking cometh ſuddenly at an in— 
ftant<. They dealt proudly and hearkned not unto thy commandments ; yet 
many years didſt thou forbear them, and teſtiſiedſt againſt them by thy Spirit in 
thy prophets: Yet would they not give ear: Therefore gaveſt thou them into 
the hands of the people of the lands*. Hear, O earth, behold I will bring evil 
upon this people, becauſe they have not hearkned unto my words, nor to my 
law, but rejected its. Thus faith the Lord, If ye will not hearken to me to walk 
in my law, which I have ſet before you, to hearken to the words of my ſer— 
vants the prophets, whom I ſent unto you, then will I make this houſe like Shi. 
!oh, and will make this city a curſe to all the nations of the earth“. 


Ster. 8. The juſt indignation of God againſt falſe prophets and impious 
prieſts, 


A wONDERFUL and horrible thing is committed in the land. "The prophets 
propheſy falſely, and the prieſts bear rule by their means, and my people love 
to have it ſo; and what will ye do in the end thereof“? The prieſts ſaid not, 

Where 
z Pſal cxzxii. 15, 16. n Jer. ZX11}, 4. 


d Tfa. XXX. 8,—11, 
b Jer. Axvi. 4, 5 6. 


© Jer. viii. 8, 9. 
Jer. vi. 19, 


b Jer vii. 13. 


$ 7. Jer. vii. 3. 
# Neh, ix. 29, 30. 


e Iſa. xxx. 13. 


$ 8. Jer. v. 305 31. 
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Where is the Lord! and they that handle the law knew me not; the paſtors al- 
fo tranſgreſſed againſt me, and the prophets propheſied by Baal, and walk! at. 
ter things that do not profit d. For, from the leatt of them even unto the preat. 
cit of them, every one is given to covetouſnels ; and from the prophet even un. 
to the pricit, every one dealeth falſely ©, Her prophets are light and treache- 
rous perlons ; her prieſts have polluted the ſanctuary, they have done violence 
to the law . Ye are departed out of the way; ye have cauſed many to {tumble 
at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, faith the Lord of hots, 
Therefore have I alſo made you contemptible and baſe before all the people, 
according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law e, 
For both prophet and prieſt are profane; yea in mine houſe have I found their 
wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord f. For the fins of her prophets, and the iniquitie- of 
her prieſts that have ſhed the blood of the juſt in the midſt of her, their ways 
mall be unto them as flippery ways in the darkneſs ; they ſhall be driven on, 
and fall therein; for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their viſita- 
tion*, There is a conſpiracy of her prophets in the midit thereof; her prieſts 
have violated my law, and have profaned my holy things; they have put no 
difference between the holy and profane, neither have they ſhewed difference 
betwen the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my Sabbaths, 
and I am profaned among them *. Therefore have I poured out mine indig- 
nation upon them, I have conſumed them with the fire of my wrath ; their own 
way have I recompenſed upon their heads, faith the Lord God x. 

Wo be unto the paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter the ſheep of my paſture, ſaith 
the Lord. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael againſt the paſtors that 
fecd my people, Ye have ſcattered my flock, and driven them away, and have 
not viſited them; behold, I will viſit upon you the evil of your doings, ſaith the 
Lord 1. Son of man, propheſy againſt the ſhepherds of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, 
Thus faith the Lord God unto the ſhepherds, Wo be to the ſhepherds of Iſracl 
that do feed themſelves; ſhould not the ſhepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the 
fat, and ye clothe you with the wool ; ye kill them that are fed, but ye feed 
not the flock. The diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthned, neither have ye heal- 
ed that which was lick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, nei- 
ther have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye ſought 
that which was loſt; but with force, and with cruelty have ye ruled them, and 
they were ſcattered, becauſe there is no ſhepherd ®, Therefore, ye ſhepherds, 


hear 
fer. ii. 8, « Jer. vi. 13. 4 Zeph iii. 4. e Mal. ii. 8, 9. 


f Jer x2x1li. IT, s Lam iv. 13. > Jer. xxiii. 12, | Ezek, xxii. 25, 26 
k Ezek. xxii. 36. 1 Jer, xxiii. 1, 2. = Ezek, xxxiv. 2,5, 
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hear the word of the Lord"; Thus faith the Lord God, Bchold I am againſt 
the ſhepherds, and I will require my flock at their hand, and cauſe them to ceaſe 
from feeding the flock, neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed themſelves any more *. 


SECT. 9. The joy of the ſaints in the pure ordinances and miniſters of the 
ſanctuary, 


Tut Lord gave the word; great was the company of thoſe that publiſhed 
it*. Moſes and Aaron among his prieſts, and Samuel among them that call upon 
his name; they called upon the Lord, and he anſwered them. He ſpake unto 
them in the cloudy pillar ; they kept his teſtimonies, and the ordinance thut 
he gave them d. O houſe of Aaron, truſt in the Lord; he is their help and 
ſhield -- The Lord hath been mindful of us, he will bleſs us; he will bleſs the 
houſe of Iſrael, he will bleſs the houſe of Aaron d. Pray for the peace of Jeru— 
falem : They ſhall proſper that love thee, Peace be within thy walls, and pro- 
ſperity within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions fakes, I will now 
ſay, Peace be within thee, Becauſe of the houſe of the Lord our God, I will 
ſeek thy good © Bleſs ye the Lord, all ye ſervants of the Lord, who by night 
ſtand in the houſe of the Lord. Lift up your hands in the ſanctuary; and 
bleſs the Lordf, Praiſe ye the Lord. Praiſe ye the name of the Lord; 
praiſe him, O ye ſervants of the Lord; ye that ſtand in the houſe of the 
Lord, in the courts of the houſe of our God. Bleſs the Lord, O houſe of Ifracl ; 
bleſs the Lord, O houſe of Aaron; bleſs the Lord, O houſe of Levi; ye thu 
fear the Lord, bleſs the Lords. 


SECT. 10. The prayers of the ſervants of God for the proſperity of his janc- 
tuary, and the miniſters thereof. 


For Zion's ſake will I not hold my peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake I will 
not reſt, until the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, and the ſalva- 
tion thereof as a lamp that burneth*. Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy houſe; 
they will be (till praiſing thee. Bleſſed is the man whoſe ftrength is in thee ; 
in whoſe heart are the ways of them, who paſling through the valley of Baca 
make it a well; the rain alſo filleth the pools. They go from ſtrength to 


4 T ſtrength 
» Ezek. xxxiv. 7. „ Ezek. xxxliv. 10. 
$ 9. Pſal. Ixviii. 11. b Pſal. xcix. 6, 7. e Plal. czv. 10. 4 Pſal. cxv. 12, 
e Pſal. cxxii. 6,9, t Pſal. cxxxiv. 1, 2. e Plal. cxxxV. I, 2. 19, 20. 


$ 10, © Iſa, lxij. 1. 
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ſtrength, every one of them in Zion appeareth beo God b, For the Lord 
hath choſen Zion; he hath deſired it for lu tabitatio:: © Ariſe, O Lord, into. 
thy reſt; thou and the ark of thy ſtrength. Let tay pricits be clothed with 
righteouſneſs; and let thy ſaints ſhoot for joy. For thy ſervant David's lake, 
turn not away the face of thine Anointeds, 1 was glad when they ſaid unto me, 
Let us go into the houſe of the Lord ©. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of hoſts ! My ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth for the courts of the Lords. 
O God, thou art my God; early will I ſeek thee: My ſoul thiriteth for thee : 
My fleſh longeth for thee in a dry and thirſty land, where no water is: To ſee- 
thy power and thy glory, fo as I have ſeen thee in the ſanctuary s. As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God. My ſoul 
thriſteth for God, for the living God: When ſhall I come and appear before 
God“? O fend out thy light and thy truth: Let them lead me, let them bring 
me unto thine holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Then will I go unto the altar 


of God, unto God my exceeding joy: Yea, upon the harp wilt J praiſe thee, 
O God, my God. 
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Of the CHURCH of GOD wider the Gos r E. 


SECT. 1. It was revealed unto the fathers, that the Gentiles ſhould be called 
into the church of God at the coming of the Meſſiah. 2. The opening of 
the diſpenſation of the goſpel by the preaching of John the Baptiſt. 3. A 
general idea of the church of Chriſt, 4. It is founded upon this great and 
comprehenſive truth, that Jeſus is the Son of God. 5. The commiſſion given 
by our Lord Jeſus to his apoſtles. 6. The effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
the eſtabliſhment of the church at Jeruſalem, 7. The goſpel preached firſt 
to the Jews. 8.—To the family of Cornelius, as the firſt fruits of the Gen- 
tiles. 9.—Preached to all the Gentiles. 10. The change of the diſpenſation 

the abolition of the Levitical law, and the decree concerning Gentile ns: 
particularly, the proſelytes of the gate. 11. The ſuperior glory of the dif. 
penſation of the goſpel above that of the law. 12. Jews and Gentiles have 
equal acceſs to the privileges of the church of Chriſt. 13. The bleſsful 
change to the Gentiles, in virtue of the diſpenſation of the goſpel. 14. Jeſus 
Chriſt is the Lord and head of the church. 15. The church conſidered as 
eſpouſed unto Chriſt. 16. The intimate relation of all the members of the 
church of God to one another. 17. The dignity of all the members of the 
church of Chriſt, even in this militant ſtate, 18. Their relation to the bleſ- 
ſed in heaven. 19. Of the church triumphant.—Concerning che Catholic 
church and churches eſtabliſhed in different places. 


SECT. 1. It was revealed unto the fathers, that the Gentiles ſhould be call- 
ed into the church of God at the coming of the Meſftah. 


N thee ſhall all families of the earth be bleſſed . There ſhall come forth 

rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a branch ſhall grow out of his roots », 
And the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and under- 
{tanding, the ſpirit of council and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, and of the 
4-48 fear 


$ 1, Gen. Xii. 3. b Iſa, xi. I, 
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fear of the Lord ©, And righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, and faith. 
ſulncſs the girdle of his reins 4, And the carth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lorde. In chat dry there fhill be a root of jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an 
enſign of the people; to it ſhall the Gentiles ſcek, and his reſt ſhall be glori- 
ou f. Ie will deſtroy the face of the covering cait over all people, and the 
vail that is ſpread over all nations s. For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
and as the garden cauſeth the things that are ſown in it to ſpring forth; ſo the 
Lord God will cauſe righreouſneſs and praiſe to ſpring 1orth before all the na- 
tions d. An it (hall come to paſs, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſhal! 
be eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, and {hail be exalted above the hills; 
and all nations ſhall flow uato it. And many people ſhall go and ſay, Come ye. 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, 
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion 
ſhall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem!. 

I am ſought of them that aſked not for me; I am found of them that ſought 
me not; I ſaid, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my 
name *, Behold my ſervant whom I uphold, mine ele& in whom my ſoul de- 
lighteth ; J have put my ſpirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth judgment to the 
Gentilcs!, He ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, till he have ſet judgment in the 
carth; and the iſles ſhall wait for his law *. I the Lord have called thee in righ- 
teouſneſs, and will Keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people; for a 
iight of the Gentiles®. And the glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed, and ali 
fleſh ſhall ſee it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken ite. Thus 
faith the Lord of hoſts, It ſhall yet come to paſs, that there ſhall come people, 
and the inhabitants of many cities; and the inhabitants of one city ſhall go to 
another, ſaying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray before the Lord, and to- ſeek the 
Lord of hoſts; I will go alſo. Yea, many people, and ſtrong nations ſhall come 
to ſeck the Lord of hoſts in Jeruſalem, and to pray before the Lord . And ma- 
ny nations ſhall be joined unto the Lord in that day, and ſhall be my pebple 4. 
For it ſhall come, that Iwill gather all nations and tongues, and they ſhall come 
and ſee my glory *. For from the riſing of the ſun, even unto the going down 
of the ſame, my name ſhall be great among the Gentiles ; and in every place, 
incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering ; for my name ſhall 
be great among the Heathen, faith the Lord of hoſts, 
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SzcT. 2. The opening of the diſhenſiilion of the goſpel; by the hre. eng of 


Jolin the Baptiſt, 


Now in the 1:tecnch year 0: tit? rcian of Tiberius Ceſar, the word of God 
came unto John the fon of Zacharias, in the wilderneſs, And he came vnto all 
the coantry about Jordin, preaching the baptiſm of repentance, for the reait- 
ſion of ſins*; an] ſaying, Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand b. 
And as the people were in expectition, and all men muſed in their hearts of 
John, wacther he were the Chriſt or not; John anſwered, ſaying unto them all, 
indeed baptize you with water; but one miglitier than 1 cometh, the latchet 
of whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to unlooſe; he ſhull baptize you with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with fire. Whoſe fan is in his hand, and he will thoronghly parge 
his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner ; but the chaff he will burn 
with fire unquenchadle e“. 


S EC Tr. 3. 4 general idea of the church of Chriſt. 


Wren Ze/us was demanded of the phariſces, Wacn the kingdom of God 
ſhould coine ? he anſwered them, and ſaid, The kingdom of God cometh not 
with obſervation, Neither ſhall they ſay, Lo here, or lo there; for behold the 
kingdom of God is within you“. The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mu— 
ſtard ſeed, which a man took, and ſowed in his field; which indeed is the leaſt 
of all ſeeds ; but when it is grown, it is the greateſt among herbs, and beco— 
meth a tree; ſo that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches there- 
of b. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was caſt into the ſca, 
and gathered of every kind; which, when it was full, they drew to ſhore, an 
ſat down, and gathered the good into veſſels, but caſt the bad away*®. My king— 
dom is not of this worlds, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the king— 
dom of heaven ©. 

At the ſame time came the diſciples unto Jeſus, ſaying, Who is the greatelt 
ein the kingdom of heaven? And Jeſus called a little child unto him, and ſet him 
in the midſt of them, and ſaid, Verily I ſay unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoſoever therefore ſhall humble himſelf as this little child, the fume is the 


greateſt 


$ 2. Luke iii. 2, 2, 3. b Matth. iii. 2. e Luke iii. 15, 16, 17. 


$ 3. Luke xvii. 20, 21. b Matth. xiii. 31, 32. Matth. ziil. 47, 48. 2 John xvii. 36. 
Matth. v. 3. 
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greateſt in the kingdom of heaven f. Then came unto him the mother of Ze- 
bedec's children, with her ſons, worſhipping him, and deſiring a certain thing 
of him. And he ſaid unto her, What wilt thou? She faith unto him, Grant that 
theſe my two ſons may fit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left 
in thy kingdom. But Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Ye know not what ye aſk to 
lit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give; but it ſhall be given 
to them for whom it is prepared of my Father, And when the ten heard it, they 
were moved with indignation againſt the two brethren. But Jeſus called them 
unto him, and faid, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion 
over them, and they that are great, exerciſe authority upon them; but it ſhall 
1 not be ſo among you; but whoſoever will be great among you, let him be your 
miniſter; and whoſocyer will be chief among you, let him be your ſervant s. 


SECT. 4. Tt is ſounded upon this great and comprehenſrve truth, that Je- 
| [us is the Son of God. 


Wuen Jcſus came into the coaſts of Ceſarea Philippi, he aſked his diſciples, 
| -faying, Whom do men ſay that I the ſon of man am? And they ſaid, Some ſay, 
lf that thou art John the Baptiſt; ſome, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the 
| prophets. He ſaith unto them, But whom fay ye that I am? And Simon Peter 
| anfwered, and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God. And Jeſus an- 
| ſwered, and ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou Simon Barjona; for fleſh and blood 
| hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. And I ſay alſo 
unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I build my church; and 
the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. Nathanael ſaith unto him, Rabbi, 
Thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Ifraelb, And as they went on 
their way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch ſaid, Sce, here is 
water, what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt 
with all thine heart, thou mayſt. And he anſwered and ſaid, I believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God; and he baptized him *, Theſe are written, that 
ye ight believe, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing 
ye might have life through his name“. 
| Say not in thine heart, Who {hall aſcend unto heaven ? (that is, to bring Chrill 
down from above,) or who ſhall deſcend into the deep? (that is, to bring up 
Chriſt again from the dead ;) but what ſaith the righteouſneſs which is of faith! 
The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that, is the word of 
faith which we preach ; that, if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Je- 
ſus 


f Matth. xviii. 1,4. r Match. xx. 20,-- 27. 


$ 4. Matth. xvi, 13,—18. b Jolm 1. 49. Acts viii. 36, 37, 38. John xx. Zt. 
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ſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him from the dead, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved ; for with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and 
with the mouth fe is made unto ſalvation es. Whoſocver believcth that 
Jelas is the Chriſt, is born of Godt; for whatſocver is born of God, overcometh 
the world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jeſus is the Son 
of Gods? 


SECT. 5. The commiſſion given by our Lord to his apoſtles. 


Tue eleven diſciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Telus 
had appointed them. And Jeſus came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power 
is given unto me in heaven, and in earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghott : 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded you; an. lo, 
I am with you alway even unto the end of the world *. Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the poſpe] to every creature. He that belicycth and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned b. 

After that Jeſus, through the Holy Ghoſt, had given commandments unto the 
apoſtles whom he had choſen; to whom alſo he ſthewed himſelf alive after hi; 
paſſion, by many infallible proofs, being ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeaking 
of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God; being aſſembled together with 
them, he commanded them that they ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem, but wait 
for the promiſe of the Father, which ſaith, Ye have heard of me, For John 
truly baptized with water; but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, not 
many days hence, When they therefore were come together, they alle cd of 
him, ſaying, Lord, wilt thou at this time reſtore again the Kingdom to Ifracle 
And he faid unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the ſeaſons 
which the Father hath put in his own power ©. But ye ſhall receive power aiter 
that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you; and ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me, both 
in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the outermolt parts of 
the carth. And when he had ſpoken theſe things, while they beheld, he was tu- 
ken up, and a cloud received him out of their fight *. And they went forth, 
and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and contirming the 


word with ſigns following e. 


* Rom. x. 6, —10. f 1 John v. 1. & 1 Jolm v. 4, 5. 
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Sur. 6, The effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and the eſtabliſhment of the 
church at Feruſalem, 


AND en the day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they were all with one ac- 
cord in one place, And ſuddenly there came a found from heaven, as of a ruſh- 
ing mighty wind, and it filled all the houſe where they were ſitting. And there 
eppearcd unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it fat upon each of them; 
ind they were all filed with the Holy Ghoit, and began to ſpeak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance *, Then they that gladly received 
{he word were baptized ; and the fame day there were added to them about three 
thoufand fouls. And they continued ſtedfaſt in the apoſtle's doctrine and fel- 
low(hip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came upon. every 
ſoul ; and many wonders and ſigns were done by the apoſtles. And all that be- 
lieved were together, and had all things common; and fold their poſſeſſions, and 
goods, and parted rhem to all men, as every man had need. And they continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from houſe to houſe, did 
cut their meat with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, praiſing God, and having favour 


with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily ſuch as ſhould be 


{ivcd>, And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart, and of 
one ſoul; neither ſaid any of them, that ought of the things which he poſſeſſ- 
ed was his own, but they had all things common“. Neither was there any among 
them that lacked; for as many as were poſſeſſors of lands or houſes, ſold them 
and brought the prices of the things that were fold, and laid them down at the 
apoſtles fect ; and diſtribution was made to every man, according as he had 
need d. 


SECT. 7. The goſpel preached firſt to the Fetus. 


Ys men of Ifracl *, repent ye, and be converted; that your fins may be blot- 
ted out, when the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord; 
and he ſhall ſend Jeſus Chriſt, which before was preached unto you“. For Mo- 
ſes truly ſaid unto the fathers, A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up un- 
to you, of your brethren, like unto me ; him ſhall ye hear in all things what- 
ſocver he ſhall ſay unto you. And it ſhall come to paſs, that every ſoul which 
will not hear that prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among the people. Yea, 
and all the prophets from Samucl, and thoſe that follow after, as many as have 
ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſe days. Ye are the children of the pro- 
phets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, ſaying unto A- 

braham 


$ 6. 6 Acts li. 15—4. | b Acts it, 41, — 47. c Acts iv. 32. — Acts iv. 345 35. 
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braham, And in thy ſeed ſhall all the kindreds of the earth be bleſſed. Unto 
you firſt, God having raiſed up his ſon Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you in turning a- 
way every one of you from his iniquities*, Men and brethren, children of the 
ſtock of Abraham, and whoſoever among you fearcth God, to you is the word 
of this ſalvation ſent . And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the 
promiſe which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the ſame unto 
us their children, in that he hath raiſed up Jeſus again e. Be it known unto 
you theretore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you 
the forgiveneſs of fins; and by him all that believe, are juſtiſied from all things, 
from which ye could not he juſtified by the law of Moſes *, 


SECT. 8,70 the family of Cornelius, as the firſt fruits of the Gentiles. 


Wu Cornelius the centurion, by the viſion of an angel, had ſent for Pe- 
„ter; and that apoſtle, by the peculiar direction of the Divine Spirit, had gone 
to Cæſarca; and preached the goſpel to him, and his friends preſent before 
© God, to hear the things that were commanded of God, Ads x. 1,—43.” While 
Peter yet ſpake theſe words, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them which heard the 
word, And they of the circumciſion which believed were aſtoniſhed, as many 
as came with Peter, becaule that on the Gentiles alſo was poured out the gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, for they heard them ſpeak with tongues, and magnify God. 
Then anfwered Peter, Can any man torbid water, that theſe ſhould not be bap- 
tired, which have received the Holy Ghoſt as well as we? And he commanded 
them to be baprized in the name of the Lord *, And the apoltles and brethren, 
thar were in Judea, heard that the Gentiles had alſo received the word of God. 
And when Peter was come up to Jeruſalem, they that were of the circumciſion 
contended with him“. But Peter rehearſed the matter from the beginning, 
and expounded it by order unto them e. Adding, for as much then as God gave 
then the like gift, as he did unto us who believed on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
What was I chat J could withſtand God? When they heard theſe things, they 
held cheir peace, and glorified God, ſaying, Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life 9, 


8 ger. 9,—Preached unto all the Gentiles. 


Now they which were ſcatrered abroad upon the perſecution that aroſe about 
Stephen, travelled as far as Phoenice and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the 
40 Word 

Ads fil, 224-26, Acts xii}. 26. Ads xiii, 32, 33. f Acts xiii. 38, 39. 
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word to none, but unto the Jews only. And fome of them were men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene ; which, when they were come to Antioch, ſpake unto theGrecians, 
preaching the Lord Jeſus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number believed, and turned unto the Lord. Then tidings of theſe things came 
unco the ears oft the church, which was in Jeruſalem ; and they ſent forth Bar- 

nabas, that he ſhould go as far as Antioch. Who when he came, and had ſeen 
the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpoſe of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord :. Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and 
ſaid, It was neceſſary, that the word of God ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to 
you: But ſeeing ye put it from you, and judge yourſelves unworthy of everlaſt- 
ing life, lo! we turn to the Gentiles. For ſo hath the Lord commanded us, ſay. 
ing, I have ſet thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou ſhouldit be for ſal- 
vation unto the ends of the earth*. Be it known therefore unto you, that the 
{ſalvation of God is ſent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear ite. Unto 
me who am leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints is this grace given, that I ſhould preacit 
among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt d. 


SECT. 10. The change of the diſpenſation, the abolition of the Levitica! 
law, and the decree concerning Gentile converts, particularly the proſelytes 
of the gate. | 


AND certain men which came down from Judea, taught the brethren, and 
ſaid, Except ye be circumciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. 
When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no ſmall diſſenſion and diſputation with 
them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them ſhould 
go up to Jeruſalem unto the apoſtles and elders, about this queſtion *®. And 
when they were come to Jeruſalem, there aroſe up certain of the ſect of the pha- 
riſees, which believed, ſaying, That it was needful to circumciſe them, and to 
command them to keep the law of Moſes, And the apoſtles and clders came 
together to conſider of this matter *. And when there had been much diſpu— 
ting, Peter roſe up and ſaid unto them, Men and brethren, Ye know how that a 
good while ago, God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth 
{ſhould hear the word of the goſpel, and believe. And God which knoweth the 
hearts, bare them witneſs, giving them the Holy Ghoſt, even as he did unto us, 
and put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 
Now therefore why tempt ye God, ro put a yoke upon the neck of the diſciples, 


which 
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which neither our fathers, nor we were able to bear? . Then pleaſed it the a- 
poſtles and elders, with the whole church, to ſend choſen men of their own com- 
pany to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas, and wrote letters by them after this 
manner: Foraſmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have 
troubled you with words, ſubverting your ſouls, ſaying, Ye muſt be circumci- 
ſed and keep the law; to whom we gave no ſuch commandment! ; we have 
ſent therefore Judas and Silas, who ſhall tell you the ſame things by month. 
For it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burden than theſe neceſſary things; that ye abſtain from meats offered to idols, 
and from blood, and from things ſtrangled, and from fornication ; from which 
if ye keep yourſelves, ye ſhall do well *, 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, conſider the A- 
poſtle and High Prieſt of our profeſſion, Chriſt Jelus; who was faithful to him 
that appointed him, as alſo Moſes was faithful in all his houſe f. And Moſes 
verily was faithful in all his houſe, as a ſervant, for teltimony of thoſe 
things which were to be ſpoken after; but Chriſt was a Son over his own 
houſe ; whoſe houſe are we*®, For every high prieſt taxen from among men, 
is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both 
gifts and {acrifices for ſins “. And no man taketh this honour unto himſelf 
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. So alſo Chrilt glorified not himſelf, 
to be made an High Prieſt ; but he that ſaid, Thou art my Son, to-day have 
I begotten thee, As he faith alſo in another place, Thou art a prieſt for ever 
after the order of Melchiſedec i. If therefore perfection were by the Levitical 
pric!thood, (for under it the people received the law) What further need was 
there that another prieſt ſhould riſe after the order of Melchiſedec, and not 
be called after the order of Aaron? For the pricſthood being changed, there 
is made of neceſſity a change of the law“. For there is verily a diſanulling of 
the commandment going before, for the weaknels, and unprofitablenels thereo*, 
For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope!, For 
if that firſt covenant had been faultleſs, then ſhould no place have been ſought 
for the ſecond. For finding fault with them, he faith, Behold the days come, 
when [ will make a new covenant with the houle of Itracl, and with the houſe 
of Judah en. In that he faith, A new covenant, he hath made the firſt old, Now 
that which decayeth, and waxeth old, is ready to vaniſh away n. For the law ha- 
ving a ſhadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 
can never with thoſe ſacrifices, , which rhey offered year by year continually, 
make the comers thereunto perfect e. Whetctore when he cometh into the 
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world, he ſaith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldit not, but a body haſt thou 
prepared me; in burnt-offerings and ſacrifices tor {12 chou h. it had no pleaſure ?, 
Then ſaid he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He tiketh away the firſt, 
that he may eſtabliii the ſecond “. 


SECT. II. The ſuperior glory of the diſpenſation of the goſpel above that of 
the law, 


Know ye not, brethren, (tor I ſpeak to them that know the law) how that. 
the law hath dominion over a man as long as he livet * ior the woman which 
hath an huſband, is bound by the law to her huſhand i eng as he liveth; but if 
the huſband be dead, ſhe is looſed from the law of her nuſband. So then, if while 
her huſband liveth, ſhe be married to another man, ſhe ſhall be called an adul- 
tereſs; but if her huſband be dead, ſhe is free from that law; fo that ſhe is no a- 
dultereſs, though ſhe be married to another man. Wheretore, my brethren, ye 
alſo are become dead to the law by the body of Chriſt; that ye ſhould be mar- 
ried to another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring 
forth fruit unto Gold “. 

Now of the things which we have ſpoken, this is the ſum ; we have ſuch an 
High Prieſt, who is ſet on the right hand of the throne of the Majeſty in the 
heavens ; a miniſter of the ſanctuary, and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
pitched, and not man. For every high prieſt is ordained to offer gifts and ſa— 
crifices; wherefore, it is of neceſſity, that this man have ſomewhat alſo 
to offer>. But now hath he obtained a more excellent miniſtry, by how much 
alſo he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was eſtabliſhed upon better 
promiſes e. If the miniſtration of death, written and engraven in ſtones, was 
glorious ; ſo that the children of Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of 
Moſes, for the glory of his countenance ;z which glory was to be done away; 
how ſhall not the miniſtration of the Spirit be rather glorious? For if the mini- 
{tration of condemnation, be glory ; much more doth the miniſtration of righ- 
teouſneſs exceed in glory. For even that which was made glorious, had no 
glory in this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory that excelleth. For if that which 
is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious 4. 
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SECT. 12. Jeus and Gentiles have equal acceſs to the privileges of the 
church of Chriſt. 


CoMETH this bleſſedneſs then upon the circumciſion only, or upon the uncir- 
cumciſion alſo? For we lay, that faith was reckoned to Abraham for rightcout- 
neſs, How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumciſion, or in uncir- 
cumciſion? Not in circumciſion, but in uncircumciſion. And he received the 
ſign of circumciſion, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the faith which he had yet 
being uncircumciſed ; that he might be the father of all them that believe, 
though they be not circumciſed ; that righteouſneſs might be imputed unto 
them alſo*. For they are not all Iſrael, which are of Iſrael ; neither becauſe they 
are the ſeed of Abraham, are they all children ; that is, they who are the chil- 
dren of the fleſh, theſe are not the children of God; but the children of the 
promiſe are counted for the ſeed d. For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith which worketh by love ;—out 
a new creature e. For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, bu: rigute— | 
ouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt u. For we are the circu:acifion 
which worſhip God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no cong— p 
dence in the fleſh*. For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; of 
for the ſame Lord over all is rich unto all that cal] upon him; for whotocyer | 
fall call upon the name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved f. Ye are all the children of | 
God by faith in Chriſt Jeſuss; where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum— | 
ciſion, nor uncircumciſion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor tree, bu: Chritt i; al 
and in all'. Ye are all one in Chriſt Jeſus, And if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye 


- - — — 


Hath God caſt away his people? God forbid. God hath not caſt away hi; | 
people which he foreknew ©, Who are Iſraelites, to whom pertaineth the adon- | 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the liw, and the ſer— | 
vice of God, and the promiſes; whole are the fathers, and of whom, us con— | 
cerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all God bleſſed for ever!. | 
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Sr CT. 13+ The bleſiful change to the Gentiles in virtue of the diſpenſation 
of the goſpel. 


AND you hath he quickned who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins*; and were 
by nature the children of wrath even as others. But God, who is rich in mer- 
cy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in tins, 
hath quickned us together with Chriſt, and hath raiſed us up together, and made 
us Gt together in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus>. Wherefore remember, that 
ve being, in times paſt, Gentiles in the fleſh, who are called uncircumciſion, by 
that which is called the circumciſion in the fieſh made by hands ; that at that 
time ye were without Chriſt, being aliens from the commonwealth ot Iftacl, 
and itrangers from the covenant of promiſe, having no hope, and withoii God 
in the world. But now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who were ſometimes far off, we 
made nigh by the blood of Chriſt. For he is our peace, who hath made both 
one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us ; having a- 
bolifhcd in his fleſh the enmity, even the law of commandmcnts, contained in 
_ erdinances, for to make in himſelf, of twain, one new man; ſo making peace *, 
In whom alſo ye are circumciſed with the circumciſion made without hands, in 
putting off the body of the fins of the fleſh, by the circumciſion of Chritt 4, And 
you being dead in your fins, hath he quickned together with him, having for- 


given you all treſpaſſes, blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances that was a— 


gainſt us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 
croſs e. For through him we both have an acceſs by one ſpirit unto the Father. 
Now therefore, ye are no more ſtrangers end foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the ſaints, and of the houthold of God; and are built upon the foundation 
of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriit himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone 
in whom all the building fitly framed together, groweth into an holy temple in 
the Lord; in whom ye alſo are builded together, for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit “. 


SECT, 14. Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord and head of the church, 


Pau called to be an apoſtle of Jeſus Chitit, through the will of God, unto 
the church of God, to them that are ſanctificd in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be ſaints, 
with all that in every place call upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, both 


theirs and ours; grace be unto you, and peace from God our Father, and from 
the 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt . Blefſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſuq 
Chriſt, who hath blefled us with all ſpiritual blefſiags in hearvenly places in 
Chrilt o; having made «nown to us the myſtery of his will; that in the diſpen— 
ſation of the fulneſs of times, he might gather in one all things in Chriit, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on carth, even in hims. For in him d:vell- 
eth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. And ye are compleat in him, who is 
the head of all principality and power 4, Wheretore, I ceaſe not to give thanks 
tor you, making mention of you in my prayers; that the eyes of your under- 
ſtanding being enlightned, ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and 
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints; and what is the ex- 
ceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the work - 
ing of his mighty power, which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from 
the dead, and ſet him at his own right hand in the heavenly places; far above all 
principalities and power, and might and dominion ; and hath pur all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church which is lis bo— 
dy, the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all ©; to the intent, that now unto rhe 
principalities and powers, in heavenly places, might be known by the church tlie 
manifold wiſdom of God f. Wherefore, he ſaith, when he aſcended up on high, 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto mens. And he gave ſome, apollles; 
and ſome, prophets; and ſome, evangeliſts; and ſome, paſtors and teachers; for 
the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the 
body of Chriſt; till we all come to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect min, unto the meaſure of the ſtacute of th. 
fulneſs of Chrilt*; that we henceforth be no more children, toſſed to and Tro, 
and earried about with every wind of doctrine ; but ſpeaking the truth ia love, 
may grow up unto him in all things, who is the head, even Chriſt; from whom 
the whole body titly joined together, and compacted by that which every joint 
ſupplieth, according to the effectual working in the meaſure of every part, ma— 
keth increaſe of the body to the edifying of itſelf in love i; Holding the head, 
from which all the body by joints and bands having nouriſhment miniſtred, and 
knit together, increaſcth with the increaſe of God *. And he is the head of the 
body, the church, who 1s the beginning, the firit-born from the dead; that in 
all things he might have the pre-eminence', For to this end Chriſt both died, 
and roſe and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living *. Be 
not moved away from the hope of the goſpel which ye have heard ; whereof 1 
paul am made a miniſter; who now rejoice in my ſufferings for you, and {ll up 
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that which is behind of the afflictions of Chriſt in my fleſh, for his body's ſake, 
which is the churci®z the houſe of God, the church of the living God, the pil. 


far and ground of the truth; the church of God which he hath purchaſed with 
s own blood, 


SECT. 15, The church conſidered as eſpouſed unto Chriſt, 


au jealous over you with godly jealouſy ; for I have eſpouſed you to one 
Infband, that I may preſent you as a chaſte virgin to Chriſt, But I fear leſi by 
any means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve through his ſubtilty, ſo your minds 
hond be corrupted from the ſiinplicity that is in Chritt *, Wives, ſubmit your. 
[ ſelves untv your Own huſbands, as unto the Lord. For the huſband is the head 
| of the wife, even as Chriſt is the head of the church; and he is the Saviour of 
the body, Therefore, as the church is ſubject unto Chiilt, ſo let the wives be 
to their own huſhands in every thing, Huſbands, love your wives, even as 
Chriſt loved the church, and gave himſelt for it; that he might ſanctify and 
(Icunte it with rhe waſhing of water, by the word; that he might preſent it to 
- himicif a glorious church, not having fpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; but 
that jt ſhould be holy and without blemith, So ought men to love their wives 
as their own bodies. For no man yet hated his own fleſh; but nouriſheth and 
cheriſheth ir, even as the Lord the church », For we are members of his body, 
of his ficfh, and of his bones: I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and the church, 


gy , 


u CT. 16, The intimate relation of all the members of the church of God 
to one another, 


Tutu is one body, and one ſpirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all ; but unto every one of us is given 
gr:-c, according to the meaſure of the gift of Chritt*, For as we have many 
members in one body, and all members have not the ſame office ; ſo we being 
man, are one body in Chriſt, and every one members one of another bB, Now 
chere are diverſities of gifts, but the fame ſpirit; and there are differences of 
adminiſtrations but the ſame Lord; and there are diverſities of operations, but 


it 
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it is the ſame God who worketh all in alle. For to one is given by the Spirit, 
the word of wiſdom ; to another, the word of knowledge, by the ſame Spirit; 
to another, faith, by the fame Spirit; to another, the gifts of healing by the 
{ame Spirit; to another, the working of miracles; to another, prophecy ;z to 
another, diſcerning of ſpirits ; to another, divers kinds of tongues ; to another, 
the interpretation of tongues. But all theſe worketh that one and the felt fame 
Spirit, dividing to every man leverally as he will. For as the body is one and 
hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are 
one body; ſo alſo is Chriſt, For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one bo- 
dy, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we bond or free; and have been 
all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. 


It the foot ſhall ſay, Becauſe I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it 
therefore not of the body? And if the car ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not the cye, 


am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? It the whole body were 
an eye, where were the hearing ? If the whole were hearing, where were the 
ſmelling? But now hath God ſer the members every one of them in the body, az 
it hathpleafed him. And if they were all one member, where were the body d? But 
now are they many members, yet but one body. And the eye cannot fayunto the 
hand, I have no need of thee ; nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of 
you. And whether one member ſuffer, all the members ſufter with it; or onc 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of 
Chriſt, and members in particular. And God hath fet ſome in the church, firtt 
apoſtles, fecondarily prophets, thirdly teachers; after that, miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diverſities of tongues. Are all apoſtles? Are all pro- 
phets? Are all reachers? Are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of 
healing? Do all ſpeak with tongues ? Do all interpret“. Having then gifts, 
differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, 
let us propheſy according to the proportion of faith; or minittry, let us 
wait on our minittring; or he that reacheth, on teaching; or he that exhort— 
eth, on exhortation ; he that giveth, let him do it with ſimplicity ; he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that ſheweth mercy, with chearfulneſs*. Thit cup of 
bleſling which we bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of Chiiil ? The 
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Chiilt ? Far 
we being many are one bread and one body; tor we are all partakers ©! that one 


bread®, | 
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SrEcCT. 17, The dignity of all the members of the church of Chriſt, even in 
this militant ſtate, 


To the faints and faithful in Chriſt *; elec according to the foreknowledye 
of God the Father, through ſanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprin— 
Kling of the blood of Jeſus Chrilt ; begotten again unto a lively hope, by the re- 
lurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead; to an inheritance-incorruptible, and 
undeiled, and that fadeth not uwzy, reſerved in heaven for you Þ; to them that 
are ſanctiſied by God the Father, and preſerved in Jeſus Chriſt, and called ©; be- 
ing born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever; for both he that ſanctifieth, and they who 
are ſanctified, are all of one; wherefore he is not aſhamed: to call them bre— 
l thren e; ye are a choſen generation, a royal prieſt hood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath called you out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light; which in time paſt were not a people, but 
are now the people of God ; which had not obtained mercy, but now have ob- 
tained mercy ?. Now are we the ſons of Gods, and if children, then heirs, heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt . 


— — — 8 


SECT. 18, Their relation to the bleſſed in heaven. 


THAT which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alfo may; 
| have fellowſhip with us ; and truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and with; 
; his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And theſe things write we unto you, that your joy may 
be full *. For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that 
burned with fire; nor unto blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, and the found 
of a trumpet, and the voice of words, which voice they that heard, intreated, . 
that the word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any more s; but ye are come unto 
mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels, to the general afſembly and church of the 
firſt born which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
ſpirits of jult men made perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the new covenant ©. 
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SECT. 19. Of the church triumphant. 


1 John beheld, and lo a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, ſtood before the throne, and be— 
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cricd 
with a loud voice, ſaying, Salvation to our God which ſitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb*, Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, and thankſgiving, and 
honour, and power and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. And 
one of the elders anſwered, ſaying unto me, What are theſe which are arrayed 
in white robes? and whence came they? And I ſaid unto him, Sir, thou knowelt. 
And he ſaid to me, Theſe are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lumb. Therefore 
are they before the throne of God, and ſerve him day and night in his temple ; 
and he that ſitteth on the throne, ſhall dwell among them. They ſhall hunger 
no more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne ſhall feed them, and 
ſhall lead them unto living fountains of waters; and God ſhall wipe away all rears 
from their eyes“. 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven, ſaying, Behold the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he will dwell with them, and be their God. And God ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes ; and there ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, 
nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain; for the former things are paſ- 
{ed away. And he that ſat upon the throne, ſaid, Behold I make all things new. 
And I will give unto him that is athirſt, of the fountain of the water of life free— 
ly. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and I will be his God, and he 
{hall be my fond, And there came unto one of the ſeven angels, ſaying, Come 
hither, I will ſhew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. And he carricd me away in 
the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and ſhewed me that great city the holy 
Jeruſalem deſcending out of heaven, from God, having the glory of God; and 
her light was like unto a ſtone molt precious, even like to a jaſper ſtone, clear 
as chryſtal e. And ! ſaw no temple therein; for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it. And the city had no need of the ſun, ncither of the 
moon to ſhine in it; for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof. And the nations of them which are ſaved, ſhall walk in the light 
of it t; and there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatſoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they which arc written 
in the Lamb's book of lifes, And there ſhall be no more curſe ; but the throne 


41 of 


9 19, Rev. vii. 9, 10. b Rev. vii. 12,15. © Rev. vii. 16, 17, 4 Rev. xxi. 3,7, 
© Rev, xxl. 9, 10, 11, f Rev, xxl, 22, 23, 24 © Rev, xzi. 27. 
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of God, and of the Lamb ſhall be in it; and his ſervants ſhall ſerve him; and they 


ſhall ſce his face; and his name ſhall be in their foreheads; and they ſhall reign 
for cver and ever“. 


Concerning the catholic church, and the churches eſtabliſhed in different places. 


« B:rorx we leave this ſubject, it is to be obſerved, that, by the true, holy, 
and cathong church, is properly meant the whole collective body of ſaints in 
all places on earth, in any particular age. But we often find the ſcriptures 
mentioning particular churches, in particular places. Thele were the ſocieties 
ot chriitians, whoſe dwellings, in the fame city or neighbourhood, rendered it 
convenient for them to meet together at ſtated times and places, for the wor— 
{hip of God, and for edifying one another. But though each of theſe was a 
regular ſociety or church within themſelves, they nevertheleſs maintained an 
intimate communion, on all occaſions, with other worſhipping aſſemblies of 
chriſtians, 


« The ſcripture gives but a ſhort account of the founding or progreſs of theſe 


churches. However, it is evident, that there were many of them throughout 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, before the goſpel was preached to the Gentiles, 
Acts ix. 31. After that happy event, we read of great numbers in different 
regions through the wide extent of the Roman empire ; of churches in Syria, 
Galatia, Aſia, Macedonia, and Achaia ; and of churches in the cities of An- 
tioch, Iconium, Ceſarca, Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, Philippi, Coloſſe, Theſſa— 
lonica, Smyrna, Pergamus, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, c. The 
apoſtle Paul alſo ſpeaks of churches in particular houſes; probably becauſe the 
chriſtians in thoſe places, were wont to aſſemble under theſe roofs. Thus 
we read of the church in the houſe of Aquila and Priſcilla, Rom. xvi. 3, 4. 
Ot the church in the Houſe of Nymphas, Col. iv. 15; and of that in the 
houſe of Philemon. Philem. 2.“ 


CH AS 


% Res. xxli. 357 Az 3s 


EF ; 


Of thoſe that miniſter in the Cyuur cn of Go D under the D rx s- 
PENSATIONof ihe GOS YE L. 


SECT. 1. The twelve apoſtles called, and authoriſed by our bleſſed Lord, dis 
ring the time of his miniſtry on earth, and after his reſurrection from the dead. 
2. Ilis inſtructions to them relating to their duty and ſufferings. 3. Matthi- 
as numbred with the eleven. 4. The effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the day 
of Pentecoſt. 5. The firſt miniſtrations of the apoſtles at Jeruſalem. 6. The 
election of the ſeven deacons. 7. Saul called to the apoitleſhip. 8. Dif- 
ferent denominations of miniſters in the church of Chriſt, during the apoſtolic 
age. 9. Of a ſucceſſion of proper perſons to be ſet apart for the miniſtry oc 
the word, and the government of the church of Chriſt. 10. What ought to 
be their character and behaviour. 11, Inſtructions concerning their public mi. 
ni:irations, andthe exerciſe of their authority in che church of Chriſt. 12. The 
eſſicacy of the miniſtrations of the goſpel is of God. 13. The noble example 
of St Paul in preaching the goſpel. 14. The duty of chriitians towards thole 
that are over them in the Lord, and that miniſter to them in holy things, 
15. To pray for them. 16. To provide for their ſupport. 17. Concerning 
falſe apoſtles, teachers of the kingdom of antichriſt. 


SECT. 1. The twelve apoſtles called, and authorized by our bleſſed Lor, 
his miniſtry on earth and after his reſurrection from the dead. 


7 HEN Jeſus had called unto him his twelve diſciples, (alſo he names 
apoſtles,) he gave them power againſt unclean ſpirits, to cait then out, 

and to heal all manner of ſickneſs, and all manner of diſeaſe. Now the names of the 
twelve apoſtles arc theſe; the firſt Simon who is called Peter, and Andrew his bro- 
ther, James the ſon of Zebedee, and John his brother, Philip, an Bartholomew, 
Thomas, and Matthew the publican, James the ſon of Alpheus, and Lebbcrs whole 
ſirname was Thaddeus, Simon the Cananite, and Judas Iſcariot, who ailo betrayc« 
him. Theſe twelve Jeſus ſent forth, and commanded them, ſaying, Go tothe 


loit 


$ 1. Matth. x. 1.—4. 
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It ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael. And as ye go, preach, ſaying, The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. Heal the ſick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, caſt out 
devils; freely ye have received, freely give». Ye are the ſalt of the earth ye 
arc the light of the world. A city that is ſet on an hill cannot be hide. What 
Itch you in darkneſs, that ſpeak ye in light; and what ye hear in the ear, that 
preach ye in the houſe tops 4. He that receiveth you, receiveth me; and he 
hat recciveth me, recciveth him that ſent me*. He that heareth you, heareth 
me, and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth 
im that fent mef. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, ſhall 
reccive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name 
of a righteous man, ſhall receive a righteous man's reward s. Then faith he unto 
Bis dilciples, The harveſt truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye 
nere tore the Lord of the harveſt, that he will ſend forth labourers into his har- 
vet“. All power is given unto me in heaven, and in earth: Go ye, therefore, 
41d teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
nd of the Holy Ghoſt: And lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 


world k, 


I ECT, 2. Hi. inſtructions relating to their duty and ſufferings. 


Baus I ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves; be ye therefore 
wite as ferpents, and harmleſs as doves. But beware of men; for they will de— 
ver you up to the councils, and they will ſcourge you in their ſynagogues. 
And ye hall be brought before governors and kings for my ſake, for a teſtimo— 
ny againſt them and the Gentiles, But when they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye ſhall ſpeak ;- for it ſhall be given you in that ſame hour 
what ye ſhall ſpeak, For it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of your Father 
which ſpeaketh in you. And ye ſhall be hated of all men for my name's fake ; 
bur he that endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved d. If the world hate you, ye 
know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own ; but becauſe ye are not of the world, but I have choſen 

ou out of the world, therefore the world hateth you?. They ſhall put you 
out of the ſynagogues; yea the time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, will 


think that he doth God ſervice “. The diſciple is not above his maſter, nor the 
ſervant 


„ Matth. x. 5, —8. e Matth. v. 13, 14. 4 Matth. x. 27. e Matth. x. 40. 
f Luke x. 16. r Maith. x. 41. „ Matth. ix. 37, 38. i Matth. xxvlii. 18,20 


$ 2. Matth. x. 16, — 20. ' b Matth. x. 22. John xv. 18, 19. d John xvi. 2. 


* Sce further on this ſubject { 6. of the preceding chapter. 
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ſervant above his lord. It is enough for the diſciple that he be as his maſter, and 
the ſervant as his lord; if they have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, 
how much more ſhall they call them of his houthold ©? If they have perſecuted 
me, they will alſo perſecute you *, 

Jeſits ſaid unto them, Every ſcribe which is inſtructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven, is like a man that is an houſholder, which bringeth forth out of his trea- 
ſure things new and old s. Who then is a tuithful and wiſe fervant, whom 1:15 
lord hath made ruler over his houſhold, to give them meat in due ſeaſyn ? Blel- 
ſed is that ſervant, whom his lord, when he cometh ſhall find fo doing. Verily, 
I ſay unto you, that he ſhall make him ruler over all his goods. But it that evil 
ſervant ſhall ſay in his heart, my lord delaycth his coming; and fhall begin to 
ſmite his fellow-ſervants, and to cat and drink with the drunken; the lord of 
that ſervant ſhall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of; and ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him his portion 
with the hypocrites; there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth », 


* 


SECT. 3. Matthias numbered with the eleven apoſtles. 


In thoſe diys, Peter ſtood up in the midſt of the diſciples, and ſaid, Men and 
brethren, this ſcripture mult needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghoit 
by the mouth of David ſpake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them 
that took Jeſus, For he was numbercd with us, and had obtained part of this 
miniſtry*. Wherefore, of theſe men which have companied with us, all the 
time that the Lord Jeſus went in and out among us, beginning from the bapti{in 
of John, unto that ſame day that he was taken up from us, muſt one be ordain- 
ed to be a witneſs with us of his reſurrection. And they appointed two, Joſeph 
called Barſabas, who was ſirnamed Juſtus, and Matthias. And they prayed, ande 
ſaid, Thou Lord, which knowelt the hearts of all men, ſhew whether of theſe 
two thou haſt. choſen, that he may take part of this miniſtry and apoſtleſhip, 
from which Judas by tranſgreſlion fell, that he might go to his own place. And 
they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias, and he was number 
ed with the eleven apoſtles “. 


SECT. 4. The effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pentecaſt. 


% Fo this ſee 7. of the preceeding chapter.“ 


SECT.. 


Matth. x. 24, 25. John xv. 20. s Matth, xiti. 32. Matth. zxiv, 45,4. 
$ Zo s Acts i. 15 —17. b Acts i. 21—26. 
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3 CT, 5. The firſt miniſtrations of the apoſtles at Feruſalem. 


As they ſpake unto the people, the prieſts and captain of the temple came 
upon them; being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through 
Jeſus the reſurrection from the dead. And they laid hands, on them, and put 
them in hold until next day*. And it came to paſs on the morrow, that their 
rulers and elders, and ſcribes called them, and commanded them not to ſpcak 
at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus, But Peter and John anſwered, and ſaid 
unto them, Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you more 
chan unto God, judge ye, For we cannot but ſpeak the things which we have 
ſeen and heard, So when they had further threatned them, they let them go, 
becauſe of the people; for all men glorified God for that which was donc“. 
And with great power gave the apoſtles witneſs of the reſurrection of the Lord 
Jetus; and great grace was upon them alla. And by the hands of the apoſtles 
were many ſigns and wonders wrought among the people e; inſomuch that they 
brought forth the ſick into the ſtreets, and laid them on beds and coucics, that 
ar the leatt, the ſhadow of Peter paſſing by might overſhadow ſome of them x, 
Then the high prieſt roſe up, and all they that were with him, and were filled 
wich indignation, and laid their hands on the apoſtles, and put them in the com- 
mon priſon. But the angel of the Lord by night opened the priſon-doors, and 
brought them forth, and faid, Go, ſtand and ſpeak in the temple to the people, 
all the words of this life. And when they heard that, they entered into the 
temple carly in the morning, and taught. Then went the captain with the 
officers, and brought them without violence, and ſer them before the council. 
And the high prieſt aſked them, faying, Did not we ſtraitly command you, that 
you ſhould nor teach in this name? And behold ye have filled Jeruſalem with 
your doctrine, and inrend to bring this man's blood upon us. Then Peter and 
the other apaſtles anſwered, and faid, We ought ro obey God rather than men“. 
And they departed from the preſence of rhe council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name. And daily in the temple, and in 


every houſe, they ceaſed not to teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt 1, 


SECT. 6. The election of the ſeven deacons, 


Is thoſe days, when the number of the diſciples was multiplicd, there aroſe a 


murmuring of rhe Grecians againſt the Hebrews, becauſe their widows were ne- 
glected 


$ 5, As iv. 1, 2, 3. > Acts iv. . * Acts iv, 18,—21, 4 AQts lv. 33. 


oe Att; V. IQ, f Acts V. 15% 5 Acts V. 17—2 1. d Act. V. 2629. 
Acts v. 41, 42. 
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glected in the daily miniſtration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the 
diſciples unto them, and ſaid, It is not reaſon that we ſhould leave the word of 
God and ſerve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you, ſeven men 
of honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom, whom we may appoint o- 
ver this buſineſs; but we will give ourſelves continually to prayer, and to the 
miniſtry of the word. And the ſaying pleaſed the whole multitude ; and they 
choſe Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, and Philip, and Pro- 
chorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proſelyte of An— 
tioch; whom they ſet before the apoſtles ; and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them. And the word of God increaſed; and the number 
of the diſciples multiplied in Jeruſalem greatly ; and a great company of the 
prieſts were obedient to the faith. And Stephen, full of faith and power, did 
great wonders and miracles among the people. Then there aroſe certain of the 
ſynagogue, which is called the ſynagogue of the Libertines, and of them of Cilicia 
and Aſia, diſputing with Stephen. And they were not able to reſiſt the wiſdom, 
and the ſpirit by which he ſpake *, 


SECT. 7. Saul called to the apoſtleſhip. 


Axp Saul yet breathing out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the diſciples of 
the Lord, went unto the high prieſt, and deſired of him letters to Damaſcus to 
the ſynagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto Jeruſalem. And as he journeyed, he 
came near Damaſcus ; and ſuddenly there ſhined round about him a light from 
heaven. And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice ſaying unto him, Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? And he ſaid, Who art thou, Lord? And the 
Lord ſaid, Jam Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt; it is hard for thee to kick againſt 
the pricks. And he trembling, and aſtoniſhed, ſaid, Lord, What wilt thou have 
me to do? And the Lord ſaid unto him, Riſe, and ſtand upon thy feet; for I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs 
both of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which J 
will appear unto thee ; delivering thee from the pcople, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I ſend thee; to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God; that they may receive 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among them which are ſanctified by 
faith that is in me d. Go into the city, and it ſhall be told thee what thou muſt 

4 Y do, 


8 6. 8 Acts vi. 1.—10. 


$ 7. Acts ix. 1,-6. Acts xxvi. 16, 17, 18. 
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Sr CT. 5. The firſt miniſtrations of the apoſtles at Feruſalem. 


As they ſpake unto the people, the pricſts and captain of the temple came 
upon them; being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through 
Jeſus the reſurrection from the dead. And they laid hands, on them, and put 
them in hold until next day“. And it came to paſs on the morrow, that their 
:ulers and elders, and ſcribes“ called them, and commanded them not to ſpeak 
at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus, But Peter and John anſwered, and ſaid 
unto them, Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye, For we cannot but ſpeak the things which we have 
ſeen and heard, So when they had further threatned them, they let them go, 
becauſe of the people; for all men glorified God for that which was dones«, 
And with great power gave the apoltles witneſs of the reſurrection of the Lord 
}cfus; and great grace was upon them all 4. And by the hands of the apoſtles 
were many figns and wonders wrought among the people ©; inſomuch that they 
brought forth the ſick into the ſtrects, and laid them on beds and couches, that 
ar the leaſt, the ſhadow of Peter paſſing by might overſhadow ſome of them f, 
Then the high prictt roſe up, and all they that were with him, and were filled 
with indignation, and laid their hands on the apoſtles, and put them in the com- 
mon priſon. But the angel of the Lord by night opened the priſon-doors, and 
brought them forth, and ſaid, Go, ſtand and ſpeak in the temple to the people, 
all che words of this life. And when they heard that, they entered into the 
temple early in the morning, and taught. Then went the captain with the 
officers, and brought them without violence, and fer them before the council. 
And the high prieſt aſked them, ſaying, Did not we {traitly command you, that 
you ſhould not teach in this name? And behold ye have filled Jeruſalem with 

our doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. Then Peter and 
the other apoſtles anſwered, and faid, We ought ro obey God rather than men“. 
And they departed from the preſence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame tor his name, And daily in the temple, and in 
every houſe, they ceafcd not to teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt 1, 


SECT. 6. The election of the [even deacons, 


Ix thoſe days, when the number of the diſciples was multiplicd, there aroſe a 
murmuring of the Grecians againſt the Hebrews, becauſe their widows were ne- 


glected 
& 5, As iv. 1, 2 3. Acts iv. 3. Acts iv. 18, —21. 4 AQs iv. 33. 
„Atta v. 13. Adds v. 15. 1 Acts v. 17.—21. d Act. v. 2629. 
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glected in the daily miniſtration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the 
diſciples unto them, and ſaid, It is not reaſon that we ſhould leave the word of 
God and ſerve tables, Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you, ſeven men 
of honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom, whom we may appoint o- 
ver this buſineſs; but we will give ourſelves continually to prayer, and to the 
miniſtry of the word. And the ſaying pleaſed the whole multitude ; and they 
choſe Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, and Philip, and Pro- 
chorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proſelyte of An- 
tioch ; whom they ſet before the apoſtles ; and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them. And the word of God increaſcd; and the number 
of the diſciples multiplied in Jeruſalem greatly ; and a great company of the 
prieſts were obedient to the faith. And Stephen, full of faith and power, did 
great wonders and miracles among the people. Then there aroſe certain of the 
ſynagogue, which is called the ſynagogue of the Libertines, and of them of Cilicia 
and Aſia, diſputing with Stephen. And they were not able to reſiſt the wiſdom, 
and the ſpirit by which he ſpake *, 


SECT. 7. Saul called to the apoſtleſhip. 


Anp Saul yet breathing out threatnings and laughter againſt the diſciples of 
the Lord, went unto the high prieſt, and deſired of him letters to Damaſcus to 
the ſynagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or 
women, he might bring them bound unto Jeruſalem. And as he journeyed, he 
came near Damaſcus ; and ſuddenly there ſhined round about him a light from 
heaven. And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice ſaying unto him, Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? And he ſaid, Who art thou, Lord? And the 
Lord ſaid, I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt; it is hard for thee to kick againſt 
the pricks. And he trembling, and aſtoniſhed, ſaid, Lord, What wilt thou have 
me to do? And the Lord ſaid unto him *, Riſe, and ſtand upon thy feet; for I 
have appeared unto thee for this purpoſe, to make thee a miniſter and a witneſs 
both of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which I 
will appear unto thee ; delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom now I ſend thee; to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God; that they may receive 
forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among them which are ſanctified by 
faith that is in me b. Go into the city, and it ſhall be told thee what thou muſt 

4 Y do, 


8 6. Acts vi. 1,10, 


8 7. Acts ix. 1,6, b Acts xxvi. 16, 17 18. 
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do. And the men which j-:rneyed with him ſtood ſpeechleſs, hearing a voice 
but ſceing no man. And Saui «roſe from the earth; and when his eyes were o— 
pencd, he ſaw no man; but they led him by the hand, and brought him into 
Dam iſcus. And he was three days without fight, and neither did cat nor drink, 
Ard there was a certain diſciple at Damaſcus, named Ananias, aud to him ſaid: 
the Lord in a viſion, Ananias, and he faid, Behold I am here, Lord. And the 
Lord ſaid unto him, Ariſe, and go into the ſtreet which is called Straight, and 
enquire in the houſe of Judas, for one called Saul of Tarſus; for behold he pray- 
eth, and hath ſeen ina viſion a man named Ananias, coming in, and putting his 
hand on him, that he might receive his ſight, Then Ananias anſwered, Lord, 
I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy ſaints at 
Jeruſalem ; and here he hath authority from the chief prieſts to bind all that call on 
thy name. But the Lord ſaid unto him, Go thy way, for he is a choſen veſſel unto 
me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Iſrael ; 
for I will ſhew him, how great things he muſt ſuffer for my name's ſake. And 
Ananias went his way, and entered into the houſe; and putting his hands on him, 
ſaid, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jeſus that appeared unto thee in the way as. 
thoucameſt, hath ſent me thac thou mightſt receive thy ſight, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt ©. And he ſaid, The God of our fathers hath choſen thee, that 
thou ſhouldſt know his will, and ſee that juſt One, and ſhouldſt hear the voice of 
his mouth. For thou ſhalt be his witneſs unto all men, of what thou haſt ſeen 
and heard, And now, why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh away 
thy ſins, calling on the name of the Lords, And immediately there fell from 
his eyes as it had been ſcales; and he received ſight forthwith, and aroſe, and 
was baptized. And when he had received meat, he was ſtrengthned, And 
ſtraightway he preached Chriſt in the ſynagogues, that he is the Son of God. 
But all that heard him were amazed, and faid, Is not this he, that deſtroyed 
them which called on this name in Jeruſalem, and came hither for that intent, 
that he might bring them bound unto the chief prieſts? But Saul increaſed the 
more in ſtrength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damaſcus, proving, 
that this is the very Chriſt. And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews 
took council to kill him. But their laying await was known to Saul; and they 
watched the gates day and night to kill him. Then the diſciples took him by 
night, and Jet him down by the wall in a baſket. And when Saul was come 
to Jeruſalem, he aſſayed to join himſelf to the diſciples; but they were all afraid 
of him, and believed not that he was a diſciple. But Barnabas took him, and 
brought him to the apoſtles, and declared unto them how he had ſcen the Lord 

in 


Acts ix. 6,17. Acts xxii. 14, 15, 16. 
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in the way, and that he had ſpoken to him, and how he had preached boldly 
at Damaſcus, in the name of Jeſus. And he was with them, coming in and going 
out at Jeruſalem ?. 


Is c T. 8. Different denominations of the miniſters of Chriſt, during the apo- 
ſtolic age. 


THERE is no difference betwen the Jew and the Greek; for the ſame Lord 
over all, is rich unto all that call upon him. How then ſhall they call on him 
in whom they have not believed? and how ſhall they believe in him of whom 


they have not heard? and how ſhall they hear without a preacher *? And how 


ſhall they preach except they be ſent ? as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things >? Wherefore, when he aſcended up on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men ©. And he gave ſome apoſtles, and ſome prophets, 
and ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers; for the perfeAing of the 
ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt 4. 
And God hath ſet in the church, firſt apoſtles, ſecondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers; after that miracles;” then gifts of healings, helps, governments, di- 
verſities of tongues*. But watch thou in all things; endure afflictions; do the 
work of an evangeliſt; make full proof of thy miniſtry f, If a man deſire the 
office of a biſhop, he deſireth a good work . Paul and Timotheus, the ſervants 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to all the ſaints in Chriſt Jeſus which are at Philippi, with 
the biſhops and deacons*. And when they were come to Jeruſalem, they were 
received of the church, and of the apoſtles and elders'. And as they went 
through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were or- 
dained of the apoſtles and elders which were at Jeruſalem *, Let the elders 
that rule well be counted worthy of double honour; eſpecially they who labour 
in the word and doctrine *. 


SECT. 9. Of a ſucceſſion of proper perſons to be ſet apart for the miniſtry 
of the word, and the government of the church Chriſt. 


AND the things thou haſt heard of me among many witneſſes, the ſame com- 
mit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo*. And when 


41 they 
Acts ix. 18, — 28. 
$8, KRom. x. 12, 14. b Rom. x. 15. e Eph. iv. 8. 0 Eph. iv. 11, 12. 
© x Cor. xil. 28. f 2 Tim. iv. 5. e 2 Tim. iii. 1. * Philip. i. 1. 
i Acts xv. 4. * Acts xvi. 4. 11 Tim. v. 17. 
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they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with faſting, 
they commended them to the Lord on whom they believed Þ, For this cauſe 
left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldit ſet in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee : If any be blameleſls, 
the huſband of one wife, having faithful children, not accuſed ot riot, or unruly, 
For a biſhop mult be blameleſs, as the ſteward of God; not ſelf-willed, not ſoon 
angry, not given to wine, no ſtriker, not given to filthy Jucre : But a lover of 
hoſpitality, a lover of good men, ſober, juſt, holy, temperate © And from Mi. 
letus he ſent to Epheſus, and called the elders of the church, and ſaid unto them, 
Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the flock over the which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood 4, Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which 
was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the pre ſbytery e. 
Lay hands ſuddenly on no man; neither be partaker of other mens ſins ; keep 
thyſelf pure f. The elders which are among you I exhort, who am allo an elder, 
and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and alſo a partaker of the glory that 
ſhall be revealed. Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the over- 
ſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of « 
ready mind; neither as being lords over God's heritage,* but being enſamples 
to the tlock. And when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away s. They that have uſed the office of a dea- 


con well, purchaſe to themſelves a good degree, and great boldneſs in the faith. 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus ®, 


SECT. 10. //hat ought to be their charadter and behaviour; 


Ir a man deſireth the office of a biſhop, he deſireth a good work. A biſhop 
then mult be blameleſs, the huſband of one wife, vigilant, ſober, of good bcha- 
viour, given to hoſpitality, apt to teach, not given to wine, no {triker, not. 
greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous ; one that ru- 
leth well his own houſe, having his children in ſubjection with all gravity : For it 
4 man know not how to rule his own houſe, How ſhall he take care of the church 
of God? Not a novice, leſt, being lifted up with pride, he fall into the condem- 
nation of the devil. Moreover, he muſt have a good report of them which are 
without, leſt he fall into reproach :. But thou, O man of God, follow after 
righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meekneſs; fight the good fight ot 

faith ; 


Adds xiv. 23. e Titus i. 5, —8. 4 Acts xx. 17, 18, 28. e 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
11 Tim. V. 22. 4 1 Pet. V. 1 —4. b 1 Tim. ii. 13. 


© 10. 8 1 Tim. ili. I, 7+ 
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faith; lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art alſo called, and haſt pro- 
feſſed a good profeſſion before many witneſſes *. Take heed unto thyſelf, and 
unto thy doctrine ; continue in them, for in doing this, thou ſhalt both fave 
thyſelf, and them that hear thee ©: Giving no offence in any thing, that the 
miniſtry be not blamed*. Flee alſo youthful luſts; but follow righteouſ- 
neſs, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart, 
And the ſervant of the Lord mult not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God per- 
adventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. Till 
I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine ; neglect not 
the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on 
of the hands of the preſbytery. Let no man deſpiſe thy youth ; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity f. 

Likewiſe muſt the deacons be grave, not double-tongued, not given to much 
wine, not greedy of filthy Jucre, holding the myſtery of the faith in a pure con- 
ſcience. And let theſe alſo firſt be proved, then let them uſe the office of a 


deacon, being found blameleſs 8, 


SECT. 11. Inſtruftions concerning their public miniſtrations, and the exer« 
ciſe of their authority in the church of Chriſt. 


Take heed to the miniſtry which thou haſt received in the Lord, that thou 
fulfil it:. All things are of God who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of reconciliation, to wit, that God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
unto them; and hath committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now 
then we are ambaſſidors for Chriſt, as tho' God did beſcech you by us; we 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be you reconciled unto God eb. For after that, in the 
wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom. knew not God, it pleaſed God by the 
fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that believe; for the Jews require a ſign, 
and the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom, but we preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews 
a ſtumbling block, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs, but unto them which are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the power of God, and the wiſdom of God®. Whom 
we preach, warning every man,and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that wemay 
preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus9. Teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo 
to the Grecks, repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſte. 


Hold 


b 1 Tim. vi. 11, 12. e 1 Tim. iv. 16. d 2 Cor. vi. 3. 2 Tim. ii. 22, 24, 25» 
f 1 Tim. iv. 13, 14, 12. „ 1 Tim. iii. 8, — 10. 

$ 11, Col. iv. 17. b 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20, 1 Cor. i. 21,—=24, 4 Col, i, 28, 
6 Acts xx. 21. 
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Hold faſt the form of ſound words, which thou haſt heard of me in faith and 
love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. That good thing which was committed unto 
thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in us ?. Study to ſhow thyſelf 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth. But ſhun profane and vain babblings ; for they will 
increaſe unto more ungodlineſs s. I charge thee therefore before God, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and 
his kingdom; preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all long ſuffering and doctrine *, Speak thou the things 
which become ſound doctrine, in all things ſhowing thyſelf a pattern of good 
works; in doctrine ſhowing uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, found ſpeech that 
cannot be condemned, that he that is of the contrary part, may be aſhamed, ha- 
ving no evil thing to ſay of you *, For a biſhop muſt be blameleſs, holding faſt 
the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able, by ſound doctrine, 
both to cxhort, and to convince the gainſayers“. Charge them that are rich 
in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, but 
in the living God who giveth us richly all things to enjoy, that they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, 
laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life*, I beſought thee to abide till at Ephe- 
ſus, that thou mightſt charge ſome, that they teach no other doctrine, neither 
give heed to fables and endleſs genealogies, which miniſter queſtions rather than 
good edifying, which is in faith, ſo do. Now the end of the commandment is 
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good couſcience, and of faith unfeigned, 
from which ſome having ſwerved, have turned afide unto vain jangling, deſiring 
to be teachers of the law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof 
they affirm “. But fooliſh and unlearned queſtions avoid, knowing that they 
do gender ſtrifes a. Refuſe profane and old wives fables, and exerciſe thyſelf 
rather unto godlineſs e. If any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whole- 
ſome words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and.to the doctrine which 
is according to godlineſs, he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about que- 
ſtions and ſtrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, 
perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the truth, ſuppo- 
ſing that gain is godlineſs; from ſuch withdraw thyſelf“. 
Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father, and the younger as bre- 
thren. The elder women as mothers, the younger as ſiſters, with all purity, 
Honour widows, that are widows indeed 4. Againſt an elder receive not an ac- 


cuſation, 
f 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. 3 2 Tim. il. 15, 16. bh 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. I Tit. ii. 1, 7, 8. 


* Tit. i. 7, 9. 11 Tim. vi. 19-19, 1 Tim. i. 3z,.—-7. » 2 Tim. ii. 23. 1 TI. n. iv. 7, 
P 1 Tim. vi. 3—5. 11 Tim. v. 143+ 
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cuſation, but before two or three witneſſes. Them that ſin, rebuke before all, 
that others alſo may fear. I charge thee before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
elect angels, that thou obſerve theſe things, without preferring one before a— 
nother, doing nothing by partiality . A man that is an heretic, after the fir(t 
and ſecond admonition, reject ; knowing that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, and 
ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf fr, Now wefcxhort you brethren, warn 
them that are unruly, comtort the feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, be paticnt 
toward all men *, 


SECT. 12. The efficacy of the miniſtrations of the goſpel, is of God, 


WE have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of usb. Now we have received not the ſpirit of the 
world, but the ſpirit which is of God; that we might know the things that arc 


freely given to us of God, which things alſo we ſpeak, not in the words which 


man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Gholt reacheth ; comparing ſpiri- 
tual things with ſpiritual'. Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but mini- 
{ters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man, J have plant- 
ed, Apollos watered ; but God gave the increaſe ; ſo then neither is he that 
planteth any thing, neither he that watereth ; but God that giveth the in— 
creaſe : Now he that planteth, and he that watereth are one, and every man 
ſhall receive his own reward according to his own labour, For we are la- 
bourers together with God: Ye are God's huſbandry, ye are God's building ©, 
Now thanks be unto God who always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt : For we 
are unto God a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them that 
periſh ; to the one the ſavour of death unto death, and to the other the ſavour 
of life unto life; and who is ſufficient for theſe things 4. Not that we are ſuf— 
ficient of ourſelves, to think any thing as of ourſelves, but our ſufficiency is of 
God, who alſo hath made us able miniſters of the new teſtament, nat of the let- 
ter, but of the ſpirit ; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth lifes. The 
hand of the Lord was with zs, and a great number believed, and turned unto 
the Load f, Whoſe heart the Lord opened, that they attended unto the things 
which were ſpoken of Paul s. Paul an apoſtle, not of men, neither by men, but 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father“; ſor he that wrought effectually in Peter 
to the apoltleſhip of the circumciſion, the ſame was mighty in me towards the 
Gentiles . That ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the 


riches 
1 Tim. v. 19,---2t+ c Tit, ili. 10, 11, 1 Thell. v. 14. 
85 2. 2 Cor iv. 5. b x Cor. ii. 12, 13, e 1 Cor. in. 5. 9. 42 Cor. ii. 14,16 
© 2 Cor. 111, 5, 6. t Acts xi. 21, 8 Ads xvi. 14. L Gal. i. 1. 
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riches of the glory of his inheritance in the ſaints, and what is the exceeding 
greatneſs of his power to us · ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power, which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the dead“. 


SRE Cr. 13. The noble example of St Paul in preaching the goſpel. 


1. His zeal for the divine glory, and the intereſts of Chriſt s kingdom. 


VE have heard of my converſation in time paſt in the Jews religion, how that 
beyond meaſure I perſecuted the church of God, and waſted it, and profited in 
the Jews religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more ex- 
ceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers 3 but when it pleaſed God, 
who ſeparated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, to re- 
veal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the Heathen, immediately I 
conferred not with fleſh and blood. I was not diſobedient unto the heavenly 
viſion d. But have ſhewed you, and have taught you publicly from houſe to 
houſe, teſtify ing both to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt e. For I am not aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chritt ; for it is the power of God unto ſalvation to every one that be- 
lieveth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek 9. According to my earneſt ex- 
pectation, and my hope, that in nothing I ſhall be aſhamed, but that with all 
boldneſs, as always, ſo now alſo Chriſt ſhall be magnified in my body, whether it 
be by life or by death : For to me to live is Chriſt, and to dic is gain © Know- 
ing that he which raiſed up the Lord Jeſus, ſhall raiſe up v 'Ifo by Jeſus, and 
preſent us t. And now behold I go bound in the ſpirit to Jeruſalem, not know- 
ing the things that ſhall befal me there, ſave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in 
every city, ſaying, That bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of theſe things 
move me; neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my 
courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have received of the Lord Jeſus, to 
teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God s. For I am ready, not to be bound only, 
but alſo to dic at Jeruſalem for the name of the Lord Jeſus d. 


2. His 


* Fph. i. 18, —20. 


$13, „Gal. i. 13,16. d Acts xxvi. 19. Acts xx. 20, 21. * Rom. 1. 16. 
e Philip. i. 20, 21. f 2 Cor, iv. 14. t Acts xx. 22, 23, 24. d Acts xxl. 13. 
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2. His warm benevolence, his ardent concern for the ſuluvation of men. | ſ 


BRETHREN, my heart's deſire and prayer to God for Iſracl is, that hey | 
might be ſaved *. Being affectionately deſirous of you, we were willing to have "I 
imparted unto you, not the goſpel of God only, but alſo our own fouls ; becaute | 
ye were dear unto us*, Wherefore alſo we pray always for you, that our God | 
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleaſure of his | 
goodnels, and the work of faith with power, that the name of our Lord Jetus 
Chriſt may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the pracc of our 
God, and the Lord Jeſus Chritt *, And J will very pladly ſpend, and be ſpent, 
though the more abundantly I love you, the leſs T be loved 4. I endure all 
things for the elects ſake, that they alſo may obtain the ſalvation which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus with eternal glory ©. For I have ſaid before, that you are in our 
heart to die and live with you“. For I would that ye knew what great con- 
flict I have for you, and for as many as have not ſeen my face in the fleſh, that 
their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches 
of the full aſſurance of underſtanding to the acknowledgment of the myſtery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt s. God is my witnefs, whom I ſerve with 
my ſpirit in the goſpel of his Son, that without ccaſing I make mention of you 
always in my prayers, making requeſt to come unto you; for J long to ſec you, 
that I may impart unto you ſome ſpiritual gift, to the end you may be eſtabliſh- 
ed*. Brethren, we were comforted over you, in all our affliction and diſtreſs, 
by your faith. For now we live, it ye ſtand fait in the Lord: For what thanks 
can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy, for | 
your ſakes, before our God!? For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of re- 
Joicing ? Are not even ye, in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his co- 
ming *? 1 thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is 
given you by Jeſus Chriſt i. Yea, if I be offered upon the facrifice and ſervice 


of your faith, I joy and rejoice with you all“. 


— — * — _ - _— 
= — — 3 


— 


* — — — „% — 
« a — — — 
— ** 1 

= 


BR 


— 
+ . — ꝓ— wot 


* —̃ů — LE 
— - WS " 


FW — 


2. His integrity of heart, his purity of life and manners, 


SEEING we have this miniſtry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 
but have renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craf— 
tineſs, nor handling the work of God deceitfully 5; but by manifeſtation 
of the truth, commending ourſelves to every man's conſcieyce in the fight 
of God *. For we are not as many which corrupt the word of God ; but as 


. 4 4 5 ene 3 - =» „ ˙ 
— = - — 


4 Z of 
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of ſincerity, but as of God, in the ſight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt b, For our 
exboftatien was rot of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor in guile : For neither at 
any time ufed we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetouſneſs, God 
is witneſs ©, Reveiveus; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, 
we have dclrivicd no mand, Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and 
Juiily, and unblizebly we behaved ourſcives among you that believe ©, Gi. 
vine no» Hence in any thing, but in all things approving ourſelves, as the mi- 
niſteis of Gd, in much paticnce, in afffictions, in neceſſities, in dittreſſes, in 
{lripes, in imprifonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings, by 
pureneſs, by knowledge, by long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the Holy Gholt, 
by love unſcigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour 
of righteouſnels on the right hand and on the left, by dender and diſhonour, 
by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; as unknown, 
and yet well known ; as dying, and behold we live ; as chaſtned, and not killed; 
as ſorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, yet poſiclling all things f. For our rejoicing is this, the teſt imony of 
our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
but by the grace of God, we have had our converſation in the world *, 


4. His fidelity, and unwearied diligence. 


LET a man ſo account of us as of the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the 
my iteries of God. Morcover it is required in ſtewards, that a man be found 
faithful *. Ye know, from the firſt day that I came unto Aſia, after what man- 
ner I have been with you at all ſcafons, ſerving the Lord with all humility of 
mind, and with many tears and temptations which befell me, by the lying. in wait 
of the Jews 3 and how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have ſhowed you, and have taught you publicly from houſe to houſe, Where— 
fore, I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men: 
For I have not ſhunned to declare unto you all the counſel of God >. I am the 
leaſt of the apoſtles, that am not meet to be called an apoſtle, becauſe I per- 
ſecuted the church of God : But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace which was beſtowed upon me was not in vain ; but I laboured more a- 
bundantly than they all; yet not I, but the grace of God which was with mee. 
I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jeſus Chriſt, in thoſe things 
which pertain to God: For 1 will not dare to ſpeak of any of thoſe things, 
which Chriſt hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient by word 

and 


2 Cor. ii. 1. 1 Theſſ. ii. 3, 5. d 2 Cor. Vii. 2. e 1 Thell; ii, 10. 
1 2 Cor. vi. 3,11. 1 2 Cor. i. 12. 


4. 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. b Acts xx. 18, 19, 20, 26, 27. 1 Cor. xv. 9, 10. 
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and deed, through mighty ſigns and wonders, by the power of the ſpirit of God ; 
ſo that from Jeruſalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached ". 
the goſpel of Chriſt 9, j 


5. His diſregard of temporal things, 


BEHOLD the third time I am ready to come to you (Corinthians), and I wilt 
not be burdenſome to you; for I ſeek not yours, but you. Not ſeeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be ſaved». I have coveted 


no man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel ; yea, ye yourlelves know, that theſe hands if 
have miniſtred unto my neceſſities, and to them that were with me. I have | 
ſhowed you all things, how that ſo labouring ye ought to ſupport the weak, and bl 


to remember the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is more bleſſed to give 
than to receive*. Nor of men ſought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of o- 
thers, when we might have been burdenſome as the apoſtles of Chriſt ; For ye 
remember, brethren, our labour and travel; for labouring night and day, be- 
cauſe we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the 
goſpel of God d. For yourſelves know, how ye ought to follow us; ſor we be- 0 
haved not ourſelves diſorderly among you; neither did we cat any man's bread g ' 
for nought, but wrought with labour and travel night and day, that we might 

not be chargeable to any of you; not becauſe we have not power, but to make 

ourſelves an enſample unto you to follow us?. I did not burden you; never- 

theleſs, (ay they) being crafty, I caught you with guile. Did 1 make a gain | 
of you by any of them whom I ſent unto you? I defired Titus, and with him ! - 4 
ſent a brother. Did Titus make a gain of you? Walked we not in the ſame ſpi— 
rit ? Walked we not in the ſame ſteps? We do all things, dearly beloved, 
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for your edifying t. Not that I ſpeak in reſpect of want; for I have learned in 1 
whatſoever ſtate I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abaſed, "4 
| . . 0 1 
and I know how to abound ; every where, and in all things, I am inſtructed, ö 
both to be full, and to be hungry; both to abound, and to ſuffer need. I can | z 
do all things through Chriſt, which ſtrengthneth me #. | f 
1 
1 
1 
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6. His ſlated concern to approve himſelf unto Cod. 


Wes labour, that, whether preſent or abſent, we may be accepted of him *, 
With me it is a very ſmall thing that I ſhould be judged of you, or of man's 
judgment: Yea I judge not mine own felt, for I know nothing by myſelf; yet 
am I not hereby juſtified; but he that judgech me is the Lord. Therefore judge 
nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the counſels of the hearts : 
and then ſhall every man have praiſe of God 8. For do I now perſuade men or 
God? or do I ſeck to pleaſe men? For, if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the 
ſervant of Chriſt . As we are allowed of God to be put in truſt with the go- 
ſpel, even fo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but God, who trieth our hearts: 
Even after we had ſuffered, and were ſhamefully entreated, we were bold in 
our God to ſpeak unto you the goſpel of God with much contention *, 


7. His noble ſpirit under ſufferings, 


BLESssEp be God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort ; who comfortcth us in all our tribulation, 
that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourſelves are comforted of God. For, as the ſufferings of Chriſt 
abound in us, ſo our conſolation alſo aboundeth by Chriſt. And whether we be 
afllicted, it is for your conſolation and ſalvation *. For we would not have you 
ignorant of our trouble, in ſo much that we deſpaired even of life. But we had 
the ſentence of death in ourſelves, that we ſhould truit in God who raiſeth the 
dead, who delivered us from ſo great a death, and in whom we truſt that he will 
yet deliver us d. We both hunger and thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, 
and have no certain dwelling-place ; being reviled, we bleſs z being perſecuted, 
we ſuffer it; being defamed, we entreat * I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand: I have fought a good fight; I have 
aniſhed my courſe ; I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me 
at that day ; and not to me only, but unto all them that love his appearing 9, 


SECT. 


6. 2 Cor. v. 9. b 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4, 5. © Gal. i. 10. d x Thell. ii. 4, 2 


7. * 2 Cor, i. 3;—6 b 2 Cor. i. 8, 9, 10, * 1 Cor, iv, 11-13. 4 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, N. 
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SECT. 14. The duty of chriſtians towards Iſiaſe that are over them in the 
Lord, and that miniſter to them in holy things, 


Wx beſeech you, brethren, to know them who labour among you, and arc 
over you in the Lord, and admonith you; and to cfteem them very highly in 
love, for their work's ſake e. Remember them who have the rule over you, who 
have ſpoken unto you the word of God; whoſe faith follow, conſidering the end 
of their converſation d. Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit 
yourſelves ; for they watch for your ſouls, as they that mult give account; that 
they may do it with joy, and not with grief; for that is unprofitable for you *, 
I ſent him therefore the more carefully, (Epaphroditus my brother, and com- 
panion in labour, but your meſſenger) that, when ye ſee him again, ye may re— 
joice. Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladneſs, and hold ſuch in re— 
putation 4, Submit yourſelves unto ſuch, and to every one that helpeth with us, 
and laboureth *. For he that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not man, but God, who hath 
alſo given us his Holy Spirit f, 


SECT. 15.—To pray for them. 


BRETHREN, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free courſe, 
and be glorified, even as it is with you; and that we may be delivered from un- 
reaſonable and wicked men; for all men have not faith“; you alſo helping to— 
gether by prayer for us >, Now I beſcech you, brethren, for the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together with me in 
your prayers to God for me, that I may be delivered trom them who do not be- 
lieve in Judea ; and that I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and 
may with you be refreſhed ©; praying always, with all prayer and ſupplication 
in the ſpirit, and watching thereunto with all perſeverance, and ſupplication for 
all ſaints ; and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open 
my mouth boldly, to make known the myſtery of the goſpel ; for which I am 
an ambaſſador in bonds; that therein I may ſpeak boldly, as I ought to ſpeak *, 


SECT, 


$ 24, 1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13. b Heb. xiii. 7. e Heb. xili. 17, 4 Philip. ii. 28, 25, 29, 
1 Cor. xvi. 16. f x Thell. iv. 8. 


$ 25, 2 Theſſ iii. 1, 2. b 2 Cor. i. 11. Rom. xu. 30,32. Eph. vi. 18.20. 
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SECT. 16,—To provide for their ſupport. 


Lr hit that is taught in the word, communicate unto him that teacheth in 
I pood things *. Who gocth a warfare at any time at his own charges? Who 
lincoln a vineyard, and cateth not of the fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a flock, 
and catech not of the milk of the flock ? Say I theſe things as a man? or ſaith 
not the law the ſame alſo? For it is written in the law of Moſes, Thou ſhalt 
net muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care 
for oxcn ? or faith he it altogether for our ſakes ? For our ſakes, no doubt, this 
is written; that he that ploweth, ſhould plow in hope; and that he that threſh- 
cth in hope, ſhould be partaker of his hope. If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual 
things, Is it a great thing, if we ſhall reap your carnal things? If others be par- 
takers of this power over you, Are not we rather? Nevertheleſs, we have not 
lod this power; but ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhould hinder the goſpel of Chrilt, 
Do ye not know, that they which miniſter about holy things, live of the things 
of the temple ? and they which wait at the altar, are partakers with the altar? 
Len fo hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the goſpel, ſhould live 
the goſpel, But I have uſed none of theſe things; neither have I written 
theſe things, that it ſhould be ſo done unto me; for it were better for me to die, 
than that any man ſhould make wy glorying void. But the huſbandman that 
!ibourcth, muſt be firſt partaker of the fruits *, 


Ser. 17. Concerning falſe apoſtles, teachers, and the kingdom of Antichriſt. 


BEWARE of falſe prophets, which come to you in ſheeps cloathing ; but in- 
wardly they are ravening wolves. Ye ſhall know them by their fruits *, For they 
bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be born, and lay them on mens ſhoulders ; 
but they themſelves will not move them with one of their fingers >, Behold 
thou art called a Jew, and reſteſt in the law, and makeſt thy boaſt of God, and 
knowelt his will, being inſtructed out of the law ©; which haſt the form of 
knowledge and of the truth in the law. Thou therefore which teacheſt another, 
Tcacheſt thou not thy ſelf? Thou that preacheſt, A man ſhould not ſteal, Doſt 
Bou ſteal? Thou that ſayeſt, A man ſhould not commit adultery, Doſt thou 
commit adultery ? Thou that abhorreſt idols, Doſt thou commit ſacrilege ? 
Thou that makelt thy boaſt of the law, Through breaking the law, diſhonoureſt 
thou God a? 


Now 


& 16, Gal. vi. 6. b 1 Cor. ix. 7, 15. e 2 Tim. ii. 6. 


$ 17, Matth. vii, 15, 16. » Matth, xxii. 4. © Rom, ii. 17, 18. * Rom. ii. 20, --=23» 
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1 ! 7 actos ad. . : Fe 
Now the Spirit ſpeaketh exprel>ly, that in the latter times, ſome ſhall depirt 
from the faith, giving heed to !{cducing ſpirits, and doctrine; of devils, fpeakiny l 
[| 
| 


ties in hypocriſy, having their conſcience ſcared with a het iron © For the time 
will come, when they will not endure ſonnd doctrine ; but after their own Julls 
ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, having itching cars; and they ſhall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and thull be turned into fables, For there ate 
many unruly, and vain talkers, and deceiver: ; eſpeciully they of the circumci— 
ſion, whoſe mouths mult be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things 
which they ought not, for filthy lucre's ſakes. Such are falſe apoitles, deccit- 
ful workers, transforming themſelves into the apoſtles of Chriſt; and no marvel, i 
for Satan himſelf is transformed into an angel of light“. But there were falſe 


i 

prophets alſo among the people, even as there ſhall be falle teachers among you, N 
1 5 . * : | L 8 . 
who privily ſhall bring in damnable hereſies, even cenying the Lord that bought 't 
| . . . 8 V3 

them; and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction. And many ſhall follow i 

their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken 4} 


of. And through covetoufneſs ſhall they, with feigned words, make merchan— 
dize of you; whoſe judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their dum— 
nation ſlumbereth not i, They ſhall receive the reward of unrightcouſneſs, as 1 
they that count it pleaſure to riot in the day - time: Spots tlicy are, and ble— i! 
miſhes, ſporting themſelves with their own deceivings, while they feaſt with you; 
having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot ceaſe from ſin ; beguiling unitable 
ſouls ;. an heart they have exerciſed with covetous practices *, Theſe are wells 
without water, clouds that are carried with a tempeſt, to whom the milt of 
darkneſs is reſerved for ever. For when they ſpeak preat ſwelling words of it] 
vanity, they allure, through the luſts of the fleſh, through much wantonnets, 
thoſe that were clean eſcaped from them who live in error; while they promiſe | 
them liberty, they themſelves are the ſervants of corruption. Beloved, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye ſhould carneſtly con- 9 
tend for the faith which was once delivered unto the ſaints: For there are cer— 
tain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemna— 
tion; ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs, and deny- 
ing the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt“. Wo unto them; for they 
have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Bulaam for re— 
ward, and periſhed in the gainſaying of Core. Theſe arc ſpots in your feaits of 
charity, when they feaſt with you, feeding themſelves without fear, Clouds 
they are without water, carried about of winds ; trees whole fruit withereth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; raging waves of the ſca, 
foaming out their own ſhame ; wandering ſtars, to whom is reſerved the black- 
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neſs of darkneſs for ever®, Theſe are murmurers, complainers, walking after 
their own luſts, and their mouths ſpeaking great ſwelling words, having mens 
perſons in admiration, becauſe of advantage. But, beloved, remember ye the 
words which were ſpoken before of the apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; how 
that they told you, there ſhould be mockers in the laſt time, who ſhould walk 
after their own unpodly luſts. Theſe be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual], 
not having the Spirit ®, 

Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day (of Chriſt) ſhall not 
come, except there come a falling away firſt, and that man of fin be revealed, 
the ſon of perdition; who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
God, or that is worſhipped z ſo that he, as God, ſitteth in the temple of God, 
ſhewing himſelf that he is God. Remember ye not, that when I was with you, 
I told you theſe things? And now ye know what with-holdeth, that he might 
be revealed in his time : For the myſtery of iniquity doth already work ; only he 
who now letteth, will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then ſhall that 
wicked be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, 
and ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of his coming; even him whoſe coming is 
after the working cf Satan, with all power, and ſigns, and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh ; becauſe they re- 
ccived not the love of the truth, that they might be ſaved ?, 


Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him, let him 


know, that he which converteth the ſinner from the error of his way, ſhall ſave 


a ſoul from death, and ſhall hide a multitude of fins . They that be wiſe ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteoul- 
nels, as the ſtars for ever and ever", 


» Jude Ir, 12, 13. * Jude 16,—19, ” ? a Theſſ. ii. 3,—10. James v. 19, 20. 
r Dan, xli. 3. 
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A 
A* RON and his Sons, their conſe- 


cration to the prieſthood, Page 690. 

ABRAHAM, the divine principle and effects 
of faith in him, 310. 

ABRAHAM, Joſhua, Caleb, David, Aſa, 
Jehoſhaphar, and Iezekiah, examples of 
genuine truſt in God, 457. 

Acckss to Gop, the higheſt honour and 
greateſt privilege of his ſervants, 383. 
ArxrtEcTioNs, (criminal) when indulged, 
lead to great wickedneſs, 106, Illuſtra- 
ted from the ſinful behaviour of the 

people of Iſrael, 109. 

Arx1.1cTtions, to be expected in this ſtate 
of diſcipline and trial, 461. All theſe 
directed by the Eternal Sovereign, whoſe 
dominion is over all, 462, Various di- 
ſtreſſes upon men, as the natural effects 
and puniſhment of fin, 463. The hea- 
vieſt afflictions to be endured by the ſer- 
vants of God with humble ſubmiſſion, 
464. Eſpecially when they conſider their 
demerits, and his gracious purpoſes to- 
wards them, 464. His merciful decla- 
Tations and promiſes for their ſupport 
and conſolation, 465. To this purpoſe 
are the inſtructions of our Lord, 466. 
The ſufferings of the Apoſtles, and their 
reſigned and joyful behaviour under 
them, 469. Under all our afflictions 
we are called to be ſtedfaſt in duty, 470 ; 
and with patience to wait on God for 
ſupport and deliverance, 471: And are 
encouraged to reſignation by the view of 


| 


| 
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the bleſſed fruits of affliction, 472 ; and 
by aſſurance that the Chriſtian's ſuffer- 
ings will ſoon have an end, 473; and 
by the glorious proſpect of the eternal 
recompence in heaven, ibid. The Apo- 
ſtle John's viſion of the happineſs to be 
enjoyed by thoſe who have fuffered for 
Chriſt here, 475. Theſe views have ſo 
animated the ſaints, as to make them to 
triumph in the greateft tribulations, 476. 
The whole ſubject illuſtrated in the con- 


feſſion, prayers, and praiſes of the ſaints, 


ibid, 

ALMSGIVING, many commands in Scrip- 
ture to the performance of that duty, 
635, —638. 

ANC E1.s, two appear to the women at our 
Lord's ſepulchre, 246. An Angel ap- 
pears to the watch, 245. 

ANGER and Wrath, indications of a weak 
and fooliſh mind, 559. Wherever theſe 
prevail, they always pro uce hurtful ef- 
fects, and often iſſue in ruin, 560. 
Judgments denounced againſt the wrath— 
ful, 561. Anger and wrath oppoſite to 
the ſpirit of the goſpel, ibid. Events in 
Scripture ſhew the dreadful conſequences 
of anger and wrath, 565, 

ANTICHR1ST, what is foretold about his 
kingdom, 726. 

AyposTLEs (Chriſt's) injoined to commu- 
nicate light to all nations, 500; exe- 
cuted their commiſſion faithfully, cor. 
The prayers of the Apoſtles for thoſe that 
had attained to ſaving knowledge, and 
their joyſul hope concerning them, 507, 

APOSTLES, 


1 


N 
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Aposr LES, called by our Lord in time of 
his miniſtry on earth, and after his re- 


ſurrection, 717. Inſtructions relating to | 


their duty and ſufferings, 718. Their 
firſt miniſtrations at Jeruſalem, 720. 
Different denominations of miniſters in 
the apoſtolic age, 723. 

APOSTLES, to beware of falſe apoſtles and 
teachers, 734. 


B 


BALAA Mu, gifts given him for directing him 
to bleſs Iſrael, 264. 

Bayi1:m of John, 403. Baptiſm an in— 
ſtirution of our Lord Jeſus, ibid. The 
doctrine and inſtructions of the Apoſtl: - 
relating to this inſtitution, 404, The 
practice of diſpenſing this holy ordinance 
in the apoſtolic age, 405. == 

BARAUBAS, preferred to Jeſus, and Pilate's 
ſinful compliance, 238. 

BELIEVERS, the divine benefits Chriſt pro- 
cured for them. 183. The obligation 
on them to walk worthy of theſe bene- 
fits, 184. 

BEZA4LEEL and Aholiab, gifts given them 
for particular purpoſes, 263. 

B1.rss1NGs, the divine bleſſings preached 
by the Apoſtles, as the gift of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt, 209 ; urged as in- 
citements to obedience, patience, thankſ- 


giving, and ſtedfaſtneſs, 211, 


C 


CaTnoL 1c CHURCH, the whole body of 
ſaints in all places on earth, 716, 


What to be underſtood by particular 


churches in particular places, ibid 
CENSORIOUSNESS, or judging others raſhly, 
a diſpolition oppoſite to the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel, 642. Its nature and conſequen- 
ces ſtated by the Apoſtles, ibid. A cha- 
ritable manner of ſpeaking and acting 


D 


. 
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recommended, 644, The complaints and 
prayers of the people of God relating to 
this ſubject, 644. | 

CHASTITY, in oppoſition to lewdneſs, 5 29; 
expreſsly required under the Law and the 
Goſpel, ibid. The dreadful conſequences 
of lewdneſs in a preſent and future life, 
530, Conſiderations why Chriſtians 
ought particularly to abſtain from it, 
531. 

CHRIsT, the miniſtry of our Lord upon 
earth, 218, His baptiſm, and tempta— 
tions ii, the wilderneſs, i His entrance 
on his miniſtry, his divine miſſion, and 
his being the promiſed Meſſiah afferted, 
219. Shewed that the ſecrets of hearts 
were known to him, bid. — That he had 
power over nature, 220 ;-—over all man- 
ner of diſeaſes, 221 ;—over evil ſpirits, 


222; aud over death, ibid. Thot futu— 


rity lay open to him, 223. His mighty 
works appealed to as ſo many evidences. 
of his divine miſſion, 224. Appeals to 
the prophecies that went before concern- 
ing him, 225. His delight to do the 
will of his Father, his love to mankind, 
and the purity and excellency of his life, 
wid, His diligence in hi: miſſion, and 
the manner of his teaching, 226. His 
compaſtionate concern for thoſe who re— 
jected him, 227. His poverty, and the 
reproach and hatred that came upon 
him, 228. His courage and refolution 
in exerciſing his authority. 229. Is be- 
trayed by Judas Iſcariot, 230. Inſtitutes 
the ſacrament of his ſupper, 231. His 
laſt ſufferings, 232: Is betrayed and ap- 
prehended, 234. His pretended trial 
and condemnation by Caiaphas the High- 
prieſt, 236, His converſation with Pi- 
late, 237. He is ſent to Herod, 238. 
His ſufferings in the Common-hall, 239. 
Led to Calvary, 240. His crucifixion, 
and the remarkable. events connected 
with it, 241. His burial, 243. A watch 
ſet upon his ſepulchre, ibid. Reflections 
on this amazing event, 244. His reſur- 

rection 
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rection and aſcenſion, 245. The ap- 
pearance of an Angel to the watch, bid. 
Of two Angels to the women at the ſe— 
pulchre, 246 ; and to Mary Magdalene, 
247. Our Lord makes his firſt appear- 
ance to her, ibid. Is next ſeen by the 
women returning from the ſepulchre, 


248, He ſhews himſelf to two dil- | 


ciples in their way to Emmaus, 761d. 
He is ſcen by Peter, 249. Appears to 
his aſſembled diſciples, 250. Vilits his 
diſciples again when Thomas was with 


them, ibid. Shews himſelf to them at the 


ſea of Tiberias, ibid, Meets with them at 
Galilee, where he gives them their apo- 
ſtolical commiſſion, 252, Was ſeen by 
the Apoſtle James, and by five hundred 
brethren at once, 253. He afterwards 
in an extraordinary manner maniteſted 
himſelf and his glory to Paul, %. He 
aſcends into heaven, ibid. [lis reſurrec- 
tion and aſcenſion witneſſed to the Jews 
by the Apoſtle Peter, 255. Teſtitied 
by the Apoſtles to all orders of men, 
256. Theſe events ſtated as the objects 
of our faith, the ground of our joy and 
hope, wid; and our encouragement to 


prayer, and our comfort in the view of 
death, ibid. The prayer of the Apoſtle Paul 


for the ſaints relative to theſe events, 258. 


Cunts, the promiſe of the Spirit given 
by him, 275. He ſhall come to judg— 
ment with power and great glory, 31. 

Cauurcn. of Gop, under the Old Teſta- 
ment diſpenſation, 680. Its origin af— 
ter the fall, ibid, The covenant of God 
with Noah, 681. The calling of A- 
bram, and the covenant of God with 
him, 68 2; the covenant renewed with 
Iſaac, 683 ; and with Jacob, ibid. The 

children of Iſrael called to be a 
peculiar people to the Lord, 684. The 
\ covenant at Sinai, ibid. 'The obligati- 
ons of the children of Iſrael to keep this 
covenant, 685, The goodneſs and con- 
deſcenfion of God in this diſpenſation, 
celebrated by his ſaints, 686, , Special 
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promiſes given to the people of Iſrael 
of God's peculiar favour and protecti— 
on, 687, The prayers and praiſes of 
the Old Teſtament ſaints on this head, 
688. 

Cnurcn of Gop, thoſe that then miniſtred 
in it under the diſpenſation of the Law, 
690. The different offices of the Prieſts 
and Levites, 692, The Prophets un- 
der that diſpenſation, 693. 

CHuRcH of God under the Goſpel, 699. 
It was revealed to the fathers, that the 
Gentiles thould be called into the Church 
at the coming of the Meſſiah, ibid. A 
general idea of the Church of Chriſt, 
701, It is founded on this great truth. 
that Jeſus is the Son of God, 702. 

CarRcn conſidered, as eſpouſed to Chriſt, 
712, The intimate relation of all the 
members of the Church of God to one 
another, ibid, The dignity of the mem- 
bers of the Church in this militant ſtate, 
714. Their relation to the bleſſed in 
heaven, ibid. The happineſs of the 
Church triumphant, 715. 

CHUkcH of CukisT, proper perſons to 
be ſet apart for the miniſtry and go- 
vernment of it, 723. 

CoMPassS10N, kindneſs, and beneficence, eſ- 
ſentially requiſite, 634. 

ConrEss10ns and ſupplications of the 
Saints for the remainders of their depra- 
vity, 118, Their penitent confeſſions 
and ſupplications, 119, 126. 


| ConGR-.TULATIONS of the Apoſtles to 


them who are ſanctiftied, 195. 
ConNTR1T10N, illuſtrated by the example 
of a woman a ſinner, and the humble 
publican, 321. 
CORNEL1US, eminent for conſtant prayer, 


394. The firſt revelation of the Go- 


ſpel to the Gentiles made to him, ibid. 
diſtinguiſhed by his devotion to God, 
and beneſicence to men, 640. The 


greateſt of all bleſſings conferred on 
him, the knowledge of the way of fal- 
vation by Chriſt, 641. | 

2 CovENANT 


iv 1 


Covenant of Gop with Noah, 68 1; with 
Abram, 682 ; with Iſaac, 683 ; with 
Jacob, ibid; at Sinai, 684. The obli- 
gations.on the children of Iſrael to keep 
this covenant, 685, The goodneſs. of 
God and his promiſes under that diſ- 
penſation, 687, The prayers and prai- 
ſes of the Old Teftament ſaints. on this 
head, 688, 

CoveETOUSNESS, an evil and hurtful diſ- 
potition, 568 ;—often iſſues in diſap- 
pointment and ſorrow, 573. Judgments 
denounged againſt the covetous, ibid. 
Thc ſociety of co pus men to be ſhun- 
ned, 574. Diſſuaſiics from covetoul- 
neſs, with exho-rations and motives to 


ſeck for fpiritual and ſubſtantial good, | 


375. 
COVETOUSNESS, is ſinful; yet a mode- 


rate concern about temporal affairs is 


neceſſary and enjoined, 578. The ſen- 


timents and prayers of the ſaints rela- 
tive to this ſubject, 579. Examples of the 


evil conſequences of covetouſneſs, 580, |' 
CREATOR, the obligation on reaſonable. 


creatures to worſhip their Creator, 24. 


The adoration and praiſes of God as 


Creator, 25. 


CRUELTY and Violence, their dreadful ef- 


fects, 042. 


D 


DAN1EL, his. doxology, 15. His viſion 
of the Son of man, 186, Gives two 
inſtances of the efficacy of prayer, 394. 

Dav 1Þ, his character and purpoſes ſhew 
the integrity of his heart and life, 621. 


Dyzacons, the ſeven elected, and their 


qualifications, 720, 721. 

Darn, its original ſentence on Adam's 
fall, 133. An univerſal law not to be 
evaded, 134, Will ſoon take place, but 
the time uncertain, 135. The death 
of the wicked attended with many ſor- 
rowful aggravations, 136. 
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| DECREES and Purpoſes of God, accord: . 


ing to his. good pleaſure, 33. 

DEPRAVITY, the human heart greatly 
depraved, , 106. Our Lord's teſtimony 
to this purpoſe, 108, The ſtruggles of 
the ſaints with the remainders of depra- 
vity, 117 1 | 


D1sPENSATI10ON of the Old Teſtament 


changed, 706. The abolition of the 
Levitical law, and the decree concern- 
ing Gentile converts, ibid. 
DoxoLoGy of the redeemed, in praiſes to 
the Lord God Almighty, 65. 
DuT1ts, owing to ourſelves. as members. 
of ſociety, . 542. 


E 


Epps, the Spirit's gifts to them for 

, judging Iſrael, 263. 

ETERNAL LIFE, fully revealed by our 
Lord Jeſus, . 206, His diſciples. com- 
forted by this glorious proſpect, 208. 

ExAMINATION, called to try our ways, 
and to inquire into our real ſtate, 483. 

EXAMPLE, that of our Lord Jeſus, and. 
the Apoſtle Paul, 577, 578. 


5 


FaiTH, in general, 300. Special revela-, 
tions to particular perſons for particular: 
purpoſes, 301. Faith in the Old Teſ- 
tament revelation, ibid. The unbelief 
and perverſeneſs of Iſrael, 303, The 
complaints and denunciations. of God 
on this account, ibid. Of faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 304. Juſtificd. by 
faith in Chriſt, 306. Faith's . efficacy, . 
and its. influence; on holineſs, . 307. 
Examples of its. power in ancient, times, 
309. Is divine principle and effects in 
Abraham, 310. Faith in , Chriſt. the 
foundation of a comfortable hope, and 
opens a joy ful proſpect to believers, 311. 

The 


. 


The prayers of the Apoſtles in behalf of 
theſe that believed, 315. 


FAITH, an open and fteady profeſſion of 


it, 413. True worſhippers called to this 
duty, ibid An open profeſſion required 
of all Chriſt's diſciples, 414 This ſub- 


ject illuſtrated. by the purpoſes of the | 


ſaints, and examples, 416, 417. 


FEAR of Gp, all the earth repreſented 


as fearing God, 340. The dread that 
ought to poſſeſs his enemies, 341. 
God the only proper object of reverence 
and fear, 342. A viſion of St, John 
to this purpoſe, ibid, That fear which 


reſtrains from offending God, and diſ- ; 


poſes to pleaſing him, 343,—takes its 
riſe from a due ſenſe of his glorious 
perfections and ſupreme dominion, 334. 
The happineſs of thoſe who truly fear 
God, 345. They who truly fear God, 
have nothing elſe to fear, 346. The 
ſure confidence of all that fear him, 
347. Holy fear expreſſed in the pray- 
ers and praiſes of the ſaints, 348. 

FoRGI1VENESS of INJURIES, in op- 


poſition to. revenge, 605. The Law and. 


the Prophets: prohibit. revenge, and in- 
join forgiveneſs, ibid. A forgiving Spi— 
rit an eſſential part of the character of 
a diſciple of Chriſt, 606. This enjoin- 
ed in the writings of the Apoſtles, 608. 


PUTURE STATE, known in ancient a- 


ges, and under the diſpenſation of the 
Law, 140. 


G 


Jop, of God and his perfections, 1. 
That there is but one God, ibid. This 


teſtified by the Prophets and A poſtles, 


ibid, This truth delivered to us from 


God chimſelf, 2. Adored by the ſaints | ; 


as. the only Lord, 3. God is a fpirit 


inviſible, ibid. incomprehenſible, — and 


infinitely great, 4. This truth teſtified 


by the Prophets and A poſtles, ibid. — and 
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delivered by God himſelf, 5. Affirmed 
in the praiſes of his ſervants, ibid 

GOD is ETERNAL, this taught by the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, 6. Revealed in 
the words of God himſelf, 7. Devout- 
ly acknowledged by an heathen prince, 
ibid, Celebrated in the praiſes of his 
ſaints, 7. 

GoD is UNCHANGEABLE, 8. This te- 
ſtified by the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
ibid. Delivered to us by God himſelf, 

3535 


depend on him, 9. The author and 
poſſeſſor of all things; ibid. Has no 
need of the ſervices of his creatures, 
ibid. Theſe truths revealed by God, 
10. His creatures depend on him for 


every ſpiritual bleſſing, ibid. 


11, Knows every thing that hath be- 
ing, ibid. Diſcerns betwixt the righ- 


particularly to the hearts and intents of 


men, ibid, Theſe truths declared by 


God himſelf, 13. His knowledge of 


ed and adored by his ſervants, ibid. 
Gop is UNERRING in WIS po, t;. 


wiſdom is unſearchable, ibid. The wil- 
17. Wiſdom given to them who wait 


of his ſervants on this head, ibid. 
| Gop is of AL MIGHTY POWER, 18. The 


head, ibid. His power very terrible to his 


Celebrated in the praiſes and prayers of 
his ſaints, 20. His power declared in the 


is the Creator of all things, 24. 


Go p, his decrees are according to his good 
pleaſure, 34. His ways not fully known, 


yet perfectly righteous, ibid. His ſupreme 


£ Gov is INDEPENDENT, and all things 


every temporal comfort, ibid. and for 


 Gop is INFINITE in KNOWLEDGE, 


teous and the wicked, 12. Looks 


future events, 14. This acknowledg- - 


The fountain of wiſdom, ibid. His 
dom of man is fooliſhneſs with God, 


on God, ibid. The praifes and prayers - 


teſtimony of the ſacred writers on this 


enemies, 19. None can withſtand it, ibid. 


doxology of the Apoſtle Paul, ibid. He 


and 
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and indiſputable dominion, 35. That] Creator, 95. The Almighty charges 


belongs to 1.im only, ibid. His dominion men with guilt, and denounces wrath, 

over kingdoms and nations, ibid, Deli- 124. Yet calls men to repentance, 1 25, 

vers them who truly ſeck him, $7. | Gop, was pleaſed to make known his will 

Gives food to the hungry, and looſes to his ancient people Iſrael, and to enter 

the priſoners, 38, Will diſappoint and into covenant with them, 363; to ſend 

conſume his adverſaries, ibid, Threat— them prophets, to inſtruct, reprove, and 

nings denounced againſt them, 39. Aſ— reclaim them, 364. The bleſſed ſource 

ſurcs his people of his protection and fa- of ſound knowledge and wiſdom, 495. 

vour, 41. Will never leave them, nor Inſtructed Iſrael by his law, and promi- 
ſorſake them, ibid, Is their ſun and ſed greater light in latter days, ibid, — 


ſhield, ibid, His people worſhip him as which was fulfilled by the coming of our 
Lord over all, 42. The idea of God's Lord Jeſus, 496. 


dominion in the Lord's prayer, 43. His | GosPEL, the excellency of that diſpenſa- 


| delight in his people, 49. His promiſes tion, 287, The exalted views of it by 
| to then, ibid. the Prophets and Apoſtles, ibid. Great 
[ Gor, calls to culebr'. his mercy, 55. love in this diſpenſation, 289. Its light 
His long-ſultering towards ſinners, ibid, and knowledge, ibid. A diſpenſation of 
Calls to repentance, 56. His joy over mercy and reconciliation, 290 ; —and 
ſincere penitents, 57, Every word of intirely of grace, 292. By it the over- 
his ſhall receive its full accompliſhment, whelming terrors of death are removed, 
66. The ſupporter and preferver of 294, It fills the ſoul with the joyful 
all his creatures, 69, All who exiſt hope of eternal life, 295, The neceſ- 
have their being from him, %. In his ſity of giving due attention to this diſ- 
Protection is ſafety and happineſs, 70. penſation of love, 297. The Apoſtles 
His peculier care of his people, 71. triumph in its excellency, 298. The 
Nothing that relates to bis people is doxology of the redeemed, 299. The 
overlocked by him, 73. His promiles way in which we become partakers of 
of protection to them who wait on him, the benefits of the Goſpel, 300. The 
ibid. His ſervants adore him as the efficacy of its miniſtrations is from God, 
preſerver of every creature, 74. The 727, 
judge of all the earth, 76, The equity | GosrEL, that diſpenſation opened by the 
1 of his procedure in judgment, 81, preaching of John the Baptiſt, 701. 
1 Gop, his majeſty and condeſcenſion, 84. The commiſſion given by our Lord to 


The ſole object of adoration, ibid. Is to his Apoſtles, 70 3. The Goſpel preach- 
be worſhipped and adored, ibid. His ed firſt to the Jews, 704. The effuſion 
infinite majeſty, ibid. This terrible to of the Holy Ghoſt, and the eſtabliſh- 
his enemies, 85 ;—to the proud, and ment of the Church at Jeruſalem, ibid. 
to the oppreſſor, 8 6. The condeſcenſion Preached to the family of Cornelius, as 
of God, 87. Joint views of his majeſty the firſt fruits of the Gentiles, 705 ;— 
and condeſcenſion, 88. Theſe diſplayed and afterwards to all the Gentiles, 705, 
in behalf of his people, ibid. —in bringing 710. The ſuperior glory of the Goſpel- 
Iſracl out of Egypt, ibid. in protecting diſpenſation above that of the Law, 708. 
his Church, 89; —in working deliverance Thoſe that miniſter in the Church under 
for them that truſted in him, ibid. The the Goſpel diſpenſation, 717. 
majeſty and condeſcenſion of God repre- | GRACk, (divine) thankſgiving and prayers 
ſented, 90. A view of God as our | in behalf of the partakers thereof, 283. 
Supplications 


T 


Supplications for divine grace and ſup- 
port, and thankful acknowledgments, 
284. 


H 


HEAVENS, called to praiſe God as their 
Maker, 22. 

HEZ EEK IAA, a great inſtance of the Lord's 
hearing prayer, 394. 

HoLiNtss of Gop, a perfection of his 
nature, 43, Adored by the heavenly 
hoſt, ibid. Declared by his Prophets and 
Apoſtles, ibid. Teſtined by the Almighty 
nimſelf, 44. Celebrated in che praiſes 
and prayers of his faints, bid. 

HoLy GyosT, lis divinity, 259. The 
teſtimony of inſpired writers on this 
head, itid, Divine works aſcribed to 
him, 260. Adored be the ſaints as 
the univerſal Spirit, ibid, The reſur— 
rection of Idas attributed to him, ibid. 
Baptiſm adminidred, and benedictions 
pronounced in luis name, 261, His ex- 
traordinary operations, 262. Some gi— 
ven to qualify for particular purpoſes, 
263. Hs gifts to Bezaleel and Aholiab 
for making the tabernacle, ibid. to the 
ſeventy e!ders, qualifying them for judg— 
ing Iſrael, ibid, —to Joſhua, qualifying 
him to ſupply the place of Moles, 264 ; 
— v Balaam, directing um to bleſs Iſ- 
rag, ibid, to Zerubbabel and Joſhua, 
qualifying them for reſtoring the Jewil}, 
ſtate, ibid. The Spirit of God was to 
reſt in a diſtinguiſhed manner on the 
Meſſiah, 266. That the Spirit did thus 
reſt on the Lord Jeſus, ibid. The pre- 
diction in the ſixty-firſt chapter of Ifaiah 
fulfilled in him, 267. The Spirit pro- 
miſed by our Lord to his diſciples, id. 
The extraordinary effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt at Pentecoſt, 268. Miraculous 
powers given to the Apoſtles and Evan- 


geliſts, 269. The Holy Ghoſt given by 


the laying on of the hands of the Apo- 
ftles, ibid. The Spirit direéts the mini— 
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ſtration of Philip, 270 ;—and thoſe of 
Barnabas and Saul, 271. His peculiar 
operations in the miniſtry of Paul, ibid. 
He inſpires the ſacred writers, 272. The 


— 


ſaving operations of the Holy Ghoſt, 273. 


Promiſes of theſe made to the fathers, 
hid, Regeneration by the Spirit taught 
by our Lord Jeſus, 275. The promiſe 
of the Spirit given by him, ibid, His 
divine work, enlightning and renewing 
the ſoul, 276 ; —ſanQtifying and purify- 
ing the heart, 277 ;—giving efficacy to 
the word of the Goſpel, ibid, — ailiſting 
true Chriſtians in the path of duty, 278; 
—comforting them in their ſuſferin's 
and affliftions, 279. Thu . 11. 
virnics are the fruits of the Spirit, ibid. 
Our obtaining the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, 
ibid The excellency of the diſpenſati— 
on of the Spirit, 280, The Spirit not 
to be grieved or reliſted, 281. Our 
duty toward the Holy Spirit, and our 
right improvement of his influence, 282, 
The Holy Spirit ſanctifics and renews 
our nature, 368. IIis gracious aid to 
be ex pected, 161d. 

ITUzan Rack, all of them ſubject to 
God, 32. All things relating to them 
diſpoſed by his will, ibid. 

HuMiLiTyY, required w every act of 
worſhip, 437. Our bleiſed Lord's in- 
ſtructions and example of humility, 553. 
Humility and modeſty injoined by his 
Apoſtles, 554. The humility of the 
Apoſtle Paul, notwithſtanding his great 
attainments, $555, 
own character, and the dignity of his 
office, againſt. calumny and detraction, 


ibid, 


Yet he aſſerts his 


HyrocRlsy, highly provoking to God, 


432. A due ſenſe of this expreſſed in 
prayer, 434. | 
[ 


JesuUs CiHR1sT, our Lord, his divinity, : 
153. The cternal Son of God, and 
ODS 


—— —ͤ— 
— - — 


vine works done by him, 156. Divine 
worſhip to be paid to him, ibid. { 


Is us Cr1RisT, our Lord, peculiar cir- 


cumſtances preceded and attended his in- 
carnation, 158. The viſion Zacharias 
had in the temple, ibid. The annuncia- 
tion of the Angel to Mary, 159. Her 
viſit to Elizabeth, and their hymns of 
Praiſe, ibid. The birth of Jeſus, 161. 


The reception given to him by Simeon 


and Anna, 162. The wiſe men come | 
to worſhip, and Herod ſeeks to ſlay him, 
163. ,Some particulars of his youth, 
164. | 


Jesvs Cnx15T, the deſigns and purpo- 


ſes for which he was manifeſted, 167 
He was to inſtruct his people in things 
belonging to ſalvation, ibid Promiſes 
made of light in the latter days, ibid. 
Chears his diſciples with the aſſurance of 
divine light, 169, His wiſdom acknow- 
ledged both by ſtrangers and enemies, 


ibid. The teſtimony of the Apoſtles on | 
this ſubject, 170 The deſigns and pur- 


poſes on which he was manifeſted to the 
world, 175. Came to redeem mankind 
from deſtruction, and to reconcile them 
to God, ibid. A general review of this 
great deſign, ibid. To be executed by 
the ſufferings and death of the Meſſiah, 
176. The glory that ſhould be given 
him after his ſufferings, 177. The 
manner of accompliſhing this grand pur- 
poſe, even by his death and interceſſion, 
178. The Apoſtles teſtified to the Jews 
that Jeſus was the Saviour, 179. His 
everlaſting prieſthood, ibid. The efficacy 
of his merits and interceſſion, 181. The 
divine benefits procured by him for all 
believers, 183, The importance of ma- 


king a proper uſe of our acceſs to God 
by Chriſt, 185. 


J Es US CHRIST, inveſted with ſovereign 


power for perfecting all that believe in 


him, 18 6. His everlaſting dominion | 


one with the Father, 153. Divine titles ' 
and attributes given to him, 154. Di- 


over all, ibid. The ſpiritual nature of 
his kingdom, 189. The teſtimony of 


the Apoſtles on this head, ibid. Hig 


ſovereign power diſplayed in ſanctifying 
the Church, 191. Aſſures his diſciples 
of his conftant preſence, to ſecure them 
againſt what is finally hurtful, 199 ;,— 
and of many heavenly benefits, 202 ;,— 
and of their overcoming the world, 102 ; 
and of ſupport in temptation, 203 :— 
That they ſhall be made conquerors over 
Satan, ibid, —and be ſuſtained in all their 
afflictions, 204. His power diſplayed in 
conquering death, and giving eternal life 
to his followers, 206. 

JEsus CHRIST, a perfect example of ho- 
lineſs exhibited in his life, 369. Is re- 
vealed by the Goſpel as a proper object 
of worſhip, Sid. By him, as our Me- 
diator and Interceſſor, we are allowed o 
draw near to God, 381 Our bleſſed 
Lord an example of devotion and pray- 
er, 395 ; and a moſt perfect pattern 
of purity and holineſs, 518. The Lord 
and Head of the Church, 710. 

Jesus CuaRlsT, a perfect example of in- 
tire reſignation, 468. His example a 
rule and motive to our reſignation, ibid. 
His divine inſtructions ſhew that he is 
the light of the world, 497, His com- 
plaints of the perverſeneſs of that gene- 
ration to which he preached, 499 His 
Apoſtles injoined ro communicate light 
to all nations, 500. 


| JEws, our Lord's complaint of their ob- 


ſtinacy, 115. 

Jews and GENT1LEsS, have equal acceſs 
to the privileges of the Church of Chriſt, 
709. The bleſſed change to the Gen- 
tiles by the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
710. = 

IG NORAN CE and Folly, the diſhonour of 
our nature, and the ſource of the great- 
eſt calamities, 489. The divine Majeſty 

_ repreſented as complaining of theſe evils, 
492 ; —and ſolemnly calling men to learn 


true wiſdom, 494. 
INDUSTRY 


* 
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INDUSTRY and Diligence oppoſed to ſloth 
and idleneſs, 532. Indiſpenſibly neceſ- 
ſary in all the affairs of life, 533. In- 

joined by the Goſpel, 534. A zealous 


activity required in the ways of religion, 


535. The greateſt diligence and watch- 
fulneſs to be exerciſed in our ſpiritual 
concerns, ibid. Motives to this diligence 
and watchfulneſs, 5 36, 537. A pro- 
per example of ſacred diligence in the 
labours of St Paul, 5 39. The bleſſed- 
neſs of thoſe who labour and overcome, 
541. The Apoſtle's joy in diligent and 
ftedfaſt Chriſtians, and his prayers for 
them, ibid. 

IxSTEGRITY and Righteouſneſs in oppoſi 
tion to fraud and iniquity, 610. De- 
clarations, reſolutions, and prayers rela- 
ting to this ſubject, 622. 

Jos, a lively deſcription of his love and 
beneficence, 603. Integrity of heart 
and life exhibited in his character, 620. 

Jon the Apoſtle, his viſion of Chriſt the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 190. 

Joun the Baptiſt, his birth, and the ſong 
of Zacharias at that time, 160, His 
miniſtry as introducing that of our Lord, 
213. His teſtimony concerning Jeſus, 
ibid. The account our Lord gives of 
him, 215. His impriſonment and death, 
216, 

Joseen, his compaſſion and forgiveneſs to 
his offending brethren, 640. 

Josnvua, gifts of the Spirit given him, to 
qualify him for ſupplying the place of 
Moſes, 264. | 

Jor of the ſaints in the view of the domi- 
nion of God, 40. 

ISRAEL, bound to worſhip God in the 
manner injoined,. 378. Their happineſs 
when attending duly to their ſacred meſ- 
ſengers, 694. 

Jupas IscarioT, his deſpair and death, 
237. 

Jupce of all the earth, a view of God as 
ſuch, 76 ; proceeds on perfect know-, 


ledge, 80: The equity of lis proce- 1 
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dure, 81. The time of the laſt judg- 
ment, ibid, The ſaints adore. him as 
the ſovereign judge, 8 2. 

JupGMENnT, the cquity of the procedure 
of the Great Judge, 81. The ſigns of 
the time of the laſt judgment, 761d. 

Jupiciar, HARDNESS of Heart, obſtinatc 
wickedneſs leads to it, 113, 114. 

Jus trick of Gop, a view of this attribute. 
60. Proſperity of the wicked no ſolid 
objection againſt it, id. nor the delay 
of judgment, 62. Its impartiality, 63, 
To be fully vindicated in the appointed 
time, 64. This attribute celebrated, 65, 
It is conſpicuous in all his ſtatutes, id. 


K 


KINGS, inſtructed to ſerve the Lord with 
fear, 39. A king is ſet over the people 
of Iſrael, 653. What is becomihg their 
dignity, 654. Subjects bound to honour 
them, 658, 

KNowLEDGE and Wiſdom, the moſt 


important acquiſitions, 487, Contraſt- 


ed with ignorance and folly, 490. In 
order to attain knowledge and wiſdom, 
a diligent attention to every mean is ne- 
ceſlary. 491. True knowledge and wil- 
dom have an abiding influence on heart 
and life. 502 ;——aud are connected with 
a ſtedfaſt attention to the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures, 504. The vain pretences to know- 
ledge and wiſdom, 505, The prayers 
and praiſes of the ſaints relating thereto, 


309. 
L 


Law (divine) relating to ſeveral crimes 
under the name of iniquity, 610. Theſe 
crimes hateful in their nature, and bitter 
in conſequences, 611. Prove ſtill more 
ſo when covered under a profeſſion of 
religion, 612. Deceit and iniquity in 
all their forms draw down the divine 

diſpleaſure, 
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diſpleaſure, 614. Solemn calls to the 
excrciſe of righteouſneſs and equity, 616. 
Diſſuaſives from fraud, with exhortations 
and motives to univerſal righteouſneſs 
and probity, 618. 

LEVI, that tribe ſeparated to the ſervice 
of the ſanctuary, 691. 

L1F and Immortality brought to light by 
the Goſpel, 141. 

LIF, a vchement attachment to its en- 
joyments ſtands in direct oppoſition to a 
right concern for our greateſt intereſt, 
571. | 

LicnrT, promiſes thereof in the latter days, 
165. This light of the Goſpel makes 
wiſe to ſalvation, 172. The importance 
of making a right ule of this light, 173. 


The Apoſtles pray for the increaſe of 


this knowledge, ibid. 

LokD's SUPPER, its inſtitution, 406, 

Its abuſe by the Corinthians corrected by 
the Apoſtle Paul, 407. 

Love of God and divine things, 352. 
It includes a ſenſe of his excellency and 
goodneſs, 353. His redeeming love, and 
the particular mercies beſtowed upon us, 
354. 
of his favour above all, 35 5. This love 
will controul ſenſual paſſions, and be ſu— 
preme in the ſoul, 356, It will prompt 
us to love our brother, and to prize 
whatever belongs to God, 358. The 
happineſs of thoſe who love him, and 
rightly ſeck after his favour, 359. Its 
various aCtings expreſſed in the prayers 
and praiſes of his ſervants, 360. 

Lovs to our Neighbour, in oppoſition to 
malice, hatred, envy, and the like, 595. 
Love to our brethren one of the moſt 
expreſs dictates of the divine law, ibid. 
Peculiarly injoined by. our bleſſed Lord, 


596. Without this no claim to. the cha- 


Love or. 


charity eſſential to the chriſtian charac-. | 


racter of his diſciples, 597. 


ter, 596, Exhortations and motives to 


mutual love and benefieence, 599. The |. 


joy of the Apoſtles in diſcerning the 


It alſo includes an ardent deſire | 
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mutual love of the ſaints, 600, This 
chriſtian grace urged from our relation 
to Chriſt, and to each other, 601. The 
complaints, declarations, and prayers of 
the ſaints on this ſubject, 60 2. The 
moſt eminent ſaints diſtinguiſhed by this 
grace, 603. The ſpirit of love the true 
chriſtian ſpirit, 634. Mournful com— 
plaints and pious ſupplications relative to 
this ſubject, 639. The Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians examples of love and. 
compaſtion to the brethren, 641. 
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Mac1sTRATES and Subjects, and their re- 
ciprocal duties, 650, All power and 
authority derived from God, and de- 
pendent on him, ibid. The duty of ma- 
giſtrates and judges, 652, 

MaJjEsTY and Condeſcenſion of God, re- 
preſentations of theſe given by his Pro- 
phets, 90. The ſaints pious ſenſe. of 
theſe, and their prayers for farther dif- 
plays of theſe perfections, 94. Their 
joy and praiſes for theſe diſplays, 93. 
Declare their help to be in God alone, 
94. Their admiration of his. condeſcen- 
lion, ibid. 

Max, his origin and fall, 95. His crea- 
tion, ibid. His firit ſtate of honour and 
happineſs, 96. A ſpecial command gi- 
ven to man in paradiſe, ibid. Deceived 
by the ſerpent, 97. The judgment de- 
nounced on our firſt parents, ibid. Their 
fall affe cts all their offspring, 98. The 
remains of his original excellency, .99. 
Acknowledgments in this point, ibid. 
His ignorance, folly, and obſtinacy, 100. 
Guilty, before God, and. liable to punith- 
ment, 120, General teſtimonies to it, 
ibid. A ſhort-lived. creature, not the 
object of our hopes or fears, 138. 

Max, in the ſtate of ignorance and guilt, 
cannot extricate himſelf from his miſe- 
ries, 144; can have no merit-to plead 


with 
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with God, 144 ;— unable to rectify his 
own nature, 145; — can make no atone- 
ment to God for paſt tranſgreſſions, 146. 
All this acknowledged by the moſt emi- 
nent ſaints, 147. His help found in God 
alone, 147, 148. 

MANKIND, the duties we owe to them, 


595. 


MARRIAGE, the reciprocal duties of huſ- 


bands and wives, 665, An inſtitution 
of the Great Creator, 669. Ordinances 
relating to marriage under the Old and 
New Teſtament, 670. Duties incumbent 
on huſbands and wives, ibid. Huſbands 
to be dutiful and affectionate, ibid. Wives 
not to aſſume power, 672 ;— to be obe- 
dient to their huſbands, and adorned 
with modeſty and meekneſs, ibid. The 
deſcription of a virtuous and illuſtrious 
wife, 673. 


| Maxr the Virgin, the annunciation of the 


angel to her, 159. —Viſits Elizabeth, 
and their hymns of praiſe, ibid. 

Mary MAGDALENE, two angels appear to 
her at our Lord's ſepulchre, 247. Is 
honoured with our Lord's firſt appear- 
ance, ibid. 

MasTERS and Servants, 674. Inſtitutions 
of God concerning hired ſervants, 26:d. 
Concerning bond-men and bond-maids, 
675. The indigration of God againſt 
oppreſſive maſters, 676, Duties of ma- 
ſters toward their ſervants, 677. Ser- 
vants bound to honour their maſters, 
ibid, —to obey them, and be faithful in 
their ſervice, 678. 

MarTTHias, numbered with the eleven 
Apoſtles, 719- 

MEEEKNEss oppoſed to wrath, 559. Ex- 
hortations to meekneſs, 562. Eſſential 
to the chriſtian character, 563. A bright 
example given by our Lord, 564. The 
happineſs of the meek, ibid. 

MEN, obſtinate and averſe to inſtruction, 
103. Charge of ignorance, obſtinacy, 
and folly, by God againſt them, 104. 

Avverſe to reformation, 111. Cha- ed 
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by God with depravity and obſtinate wic- 
kedneſs, 112. Want of attention one 
cauſe of mens ruin and miſery, 481. 
The evil becomes dreadful by flattering 
ourſelves, and condemning others, 483. 

MEtkcy of Gov, cails to celebrate it, 5 5. 
Its boundleſs extent towards them thar 
fear him, 57. Afflictions no juſt ob- 
jection againſt his mercy, 58. The ful- 
leſt aſſurance of it in the Goſpel, 59. 
The prayers and praiſes of his ſaints for 
his mercy and compallions, zbid. 

MERcy and Kindneſs to our diſtreſſed 
brethren, peculiarly injoined by our 
Lord, 631. 

Mix1isSTERS of the Word, their proper 
character and behaviour, 724. Inſtruc- 
tions concerning them, 725. 'The duty 
of Chriſtians to them, 733. To pray 
for them, ibid, To provide for their 
ſupport, 734- | 

MoorsTy and Humility in oppoſition to 
vanity and pride, 542. Dangerous to 
form too high an opinion of ourſelves, 
ibid. or to become vain on account of 
our rank and profeſſion, 543 ;z—or to 
affect honour and reſpect from others, 
544. More dangerous (till is that pride 
which deſpiſcth others, 545. 

MorDECai, his amiable character, 603. 

Mor TaAL1TY, our preſent ſtate is ſuch, 
153. 

Moses, an account of the creation given 
by him, 21. His account of the crea- 
tion of man, 22. 

MuRDER, the higheſt degree of cruelty 
and violence, 624. A crime prohibited 
under the ſevereſt penalties, ibid. and 
an abomination to the Lord, 627. 
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NATHAN, a noble firmneſs in his rebuke 
to David, 648. The penitent ſubmiſlion 
of that great prince, ibid. 

NaTUR+#, of human nature, 95. Its 
origin and fall, ibid. 
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Oarus and Vows, conſidered as acts of 
worſhip, 409. In theſe acts, the ſtrict- 
eſt regard to truth is required by the all- 
ſeeing God, ibid Oaths in ordinary 
converſation prohibited, 410. Lawful 
vows and oaths bind the ſoul, 411. 
This illuſtrated by the purpoſes and ex- 
amples of God's ſervants, 412. 

OBtvi:inNcEt, holineſs and righteouſneſs, 
we are under many obligations to the 
ſervice of God, 361. Obedience the 
way of peace and happineſs, but wick- 
edneſs of pain and mifery, 365, Muſt 
be cordial, conſtant, and progreſlive, 
371. 

OrpREss on, eſpecially of the widow and 
fatherleſs, very ſinful and criminal, 625. 
An abomination to the Lord, 627. 


Or PRESSOASG, motives to reclaim them, 


657. The purpoſes of a wiſe and pious 
prince for that end, 658. 
OR DINAcES of Gop, objects of the 
warmeſt deſires and delight, 440. 
OuRstLves, of knowing ourſelves, and at- 
tending to our own ſtate, 48 1. The diffi- 


culty of knowing ourſelves, 48 5. David, 


Peter, and Hazael, inſtances of this, 48 5, 
486. We ought to be on our guard 
againſt the ſnares of ſin, 486. 
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PARENTs and Children, their reciprocal 
duties, 662. Parental affection and its 
fruits, ibid. Parents ought to give their 
children religious inſtruction, and a 
good example, 663 ; and ſhould provide 
for them, 664; and adminiſter neceſſa- 
ry reproof and correction to them, ibid. 
Honour and obedience are due from 
children to their parents, 665. Diſo- 
bedience, diſregard, and doing injury to 
parents, are crimes of the deepeſt dye, 


| 


| 
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665. It is of the greateſt importance to 
young perſons to be attentive, and con- 
form to the inſtructions of wiſe and pi- 
ous parents, 666. 

Paul, the Apoſtle, his miraculous con- 
verſion and miſſion, 170. His noble 
example in preaching the Goſpel, 728. 
His benevolence and concern for the 
falvation of men, 729, His integrity 
of heart, and purity of life, 621, 729. 
His fidelity and diligence, 730. His 
diſregard of temporal things, 731. His 
concern to approve himſelf to God, 732. 
His noble ſpirit under ſufferings, ibid. 

PENI1EL, the remarkable preſence of God 
with Jacob there, 293. Jacob wreſtling 
with God there in prayer, ibid. 

PENTECOST, the effuſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt at that time, 719. 

PEOPLE of GoD, their hopes. for direc-. 
tion and aſſiſtance, 201. 

PERSONAL DUTI1Es, of knowing our- 
ſelves, 481. The evil of neglecting this 
duty, ibid. Its negle&t more dangerous. 
by flattering ourſelves, and condemning 
others, 482. Called to this duty of in- 
quiring into our ſtate, 483. Called to 
awake from our ſecurity, and to heark- 
en to divine mercy, 484. Called to. 
habitual ſelf-attention and watchfulneſs, 
ibid. Prayers of the ſaints on this head, 
485. 

PETER, his reſolution to follow Chriſt in 
his ſufferings, 232. Denies his Lord, 
235. 

PLaces of Worſhip, 428. Places for 
worſhip appointed under the law, ibid. 
By the Goſpel every one in every place 
is allowed to draw near to God, 429, 

POWER of Gop, is almighty, 19, Ma- 
nifeſted in. the works of creation, 21. 
Scriptural repreſentations. thereof, 23. 

Pow ER of Gop, manifeſted in his provi- 

dence, 26. This power diſplayed in the 

clouds, ibid. In the ſtormy winds, in 

froſt and ſnow, 27. In the thunder, i- 

hid, In the animal creatures, 28, The 

power 
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power of God declared in the words of 
the Almighty, ibid, The praiſes of the 
ſaints in view of his power, 29. Diſ- 
played in bringing Iſrael out of Egypt, 
30; and in the government of the 
world, 31. God ruleth over all things 
in heaven and earth, 161d. 

PRAISES, given to God by the ſaints for 
his goodneſs in nature, and to the ani- 
mal creatures, 51 ; and for his peculiar 

goodneſs to man, 52; and for his lo- 
ving-kindneſs to his people, ibid. 

PRAISING, of praiſing God, 396. The 
whole creation called to praiſe God, 
ibid, The children of God particularly 
called to this exerciſe, 397. Is a de- 
lightful employment, 398. Every com- 
fort of life to be received with thankſ- 
giving, 399. The wonders of redeem- 
ing love to be celebrated with {till high- 
er praiſes, 400. Inſtances of divine 
goodneſs to be thankfully remembered, 
ibid. 

PRAYER, that God is the hearer of pray- 
er, 384. Great encouragements to pray- 
er, 38 5. Our Lord's inſtructions rela- 
ting to this duty, 386. Promiſes of 
audience, motives to importunity, id. 
General exhortations of the apoltles to 
this duty, 381. What are the pray- 
ers offered up by an acceptable worthip- 
per, 388. We are to pray for others, 
and in a ſpirit of benevolence, 390. 
The purpoſes of the ſaints to call upon 
God, 391. Prayer an important act 
of religion, 393. 

PRAYERS of the ſaints, intreating the fa- 
vour of God, 53. Their ſure hope 
of being heard, 54. 

PRAYERS and thankſgivings of God's ſer- 
vants for. their protection, 7 5. 

PRECEPTS of God, and duties purely 
perſonal, 481. 

Palbe, that deſpiſeth others, very dan- 
gerous, 545; that which exalteth itſelf 
againſt God, and affects independency, 
moſt criminal and dreadful, 546. Such 


— 


| Such pride cannot eſcape unpunithed, 
547. The wrath of God denounced 
againſt ſuch, 548. His judgments on 
his preſumptuous enemies, 551. Dillua- 
ſives from pride, with exhortations and 
| motives to humility, 1%. The divinc 
inſtructions of our bleſſed Lord, 552. 
His great example of condeſcenſion and 
humility, 553. The complaints of the 
ſaints with regard to the proud, and their 
prayers. for deliverance and protection, 
556. Examples ſhowing the dreadful 
conſequences of pride, 557. 

PRIESTS and Levites, their different of- 
fices, 692. 'The peculiar charge given 
to the prieſts, ibid. The juſt indignati- 
on of God againſt impious prielts, 69 5. 

PRIESTS, chief, their low art to the ſol— 
diers attending the ſepulchre, 248. 

PRINCE, the purpoſes of one wiſe and 

+ pious, 657. 


and ſubmit to him, 40, Promiſes of 
ipiritual bleſlings to his own people, 49. 

ProMISES of light in the latter days, 165. 
Theſe promiſes to be accompliſhed in 
virtue of a new covenant, 166, The 
accomplithment of theſe promiſes expect- 
ed from the great Meſſiah, 167. Actu- 
ally fulfilled in our Lord Jeſus, 168, 

PROMISES of God, for direction and al- 
ſiſtance, 201,. The promiſes, a ſure 
foundation of truſt and hope, 449. 
We have an intereit in the richeſt pro- 
mifes through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
450. Promiles to the juſt and upright, 
mingled with threatenings againſt the 
unjuſt and deceitful, 617. 

PROPHETS, under the diſpenſation of 
the law, 693. The fin and evil conſe- 
quences of diſregarding their meſſage, 
695, The juſt indignation of God 
againſt falſe prophets, ibid. 

ProSPERITY of the wicked, no ſolid 


61. 


PROTEC TOR, 


PRO MISES of God, to thoſe that return 


objection againſt the juſtice af God, 
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PROTECTOR, God the protector of the 
widow, the fatherleſs, and the indigent, 
638. | 

PROVIDENCE, ſimilar diſpenſations to the 
good and bad, no objection to the righ- 
teous judgment of God, 77. Diſplays 
of the divine diſpleaſure againſt the un- 
godly in puniſhments on earth, and in 

| the final judgment, 78. His judgments 

are righteous, 79. They proceed on 
his perfect knowledge of their hearts and 
ways, 80. | 

Pur1TY of heart and life, taught and re- 
quired, 367. Thoſe things that defile, 
and are contrary to purity in heart and 
practice, 511. The neceſſity of being 
ſeparated from thoſe evils, 512. Pro- 
miſes of God for pouring out a ſpirit of 
purity and holineſs in the latter days, 
5 1 3. The people of God under pecu- 

* liar obligations to deny wordly luſts, and 
to practiſe holineſs, 513, 514. With- 
out ſuch purity no privileges or profeſ- 
ſion can avail, 515, To render us 
pure and holy was one great end of the 
Son of God's being manifeſted, 516. 
The moſt perfect pattern of holineſs is 
in our Lord Jeſus, 518. The necel- 
fity of zcal and perſeverance in purity 
and holineſs, 519. The joy of the A- 
poſtles for thoſe who had attained to 
purity of heart and life, 520, Their 

ll prayers for them, 5 20, 5 21. 

| Purity and Holineſs, various incitements 

to it, 371. The prayers and praiſes of 

the ſaints to this purpole, 373. 
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REnerMED, their doxology, 65, 299, 

349. 
REDEEMING Love of God, 148. The 
purpoſe of redemption declared to the 
8 ſaints from earlieſt ages, ibid. The di- 
vine perſon by whom redemption was to 


be brought about, 149. The unſpeak- 
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able love of God fulfilled by Chriſt Jeſus 
our Haviour, 150, The praiſes and 
thankſgivings on this account, 151, 


REDEMPTION, the divine goodneſs illuſ- 


triouſly diſplayed therein, 50, 


RELATIVE DuTlEs, of magiſtrates and 


ſubjects, and their reciprocal duties, 650, 


REPENTANCE, calls to it, 56, Great 


joy over ſincere penitents, 57. All 
mankind, as guilty before God, called 
to repent, 315. The Lord's people re- 


buked for their rebellious behaviour, 


yet invited to return and live, ibid. En- 
couraged by many great and precious 
promiſes, 316. The preaching of John 


the Baptiſt to this purpoſe, 317. The 


inſtructions of the bleſſed Redeemer to 


this effect, ibid. The views of repent- 
ance in his parablcs, exhiviting mercy 
to the penitent, 318, Genuine repent- 


ance always attended with deep humility 


and contrition of ſpirit, 319. Gracious 
promiſes made to the humble and con- 


trite in ſpirit, 320. True repentance 
leads to the confeſſion of ſins, and ſup- 
plications for mercy, 321. If repent- 
ance be real, it will iflue in reformation 


of heart and life, 322. Solemn calls 
to this purpole, 323. To this effect 


the commands of our Lord to his A- 
poſtles, 325. Dreadful conſequences 
of diſregarding calls to repentance and 
reformation, 327. A diſregard to theſe 
calls leads to final impenitence, and ju- 
dicial hardneſs of heart, and at laſt iſſues 
in utter ruin, 327. 'The impenitent 
bewailed, and grace for the penitent, 
329. The tender mercies of God, and 
his gracious promiſes, powerful motives 
to repentance, 329, It is by our Lord 
Jeſus that we are brought to true re- 
pentance, and receive remiſſion of fins, 
330. This duty urged upon unwatch- 
ful profeſſors of religion, 332. Illuſtra- 
ted in all its extent by confeſſions, ſup- 
lications, and purpoſes of the ſervants of 
God, ibid. Encouragements of the 

mercy 
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mercy and grace of God, fill the ſaints | 
with joy and praiſe, 336. The effica- 
cy. of repentance exemplified in LIlrael, 
Manaſſeh, Joſiah, the people of Nineveh, 
and others, 337, 

Rt yROOF, of giving and taking it, 645, 
To admonith and reprove our brethren 
is a part of our duty towards them, ibid. 
To hearken to juſt reproot is true wiſ— 
dom, 646. To reprove with tender- 
neſs and love, is an important injuncti— 
on of the Goſpel, ibid To give, and 
to ſubmit to ſuch reproof, is one con- 
ſiderable part of chriſtian communion, 
647. This temper exemplified in the 
diſpoſition of the Pſalmiſt, 648. Ex- 
amples of courage in giving, and of wil- 
dom in taking reproof, ibid. The re- 
proofs of Nathan to David, and of +: 
Paul to the Church of Corinth, 648. 

Rrs1GNATION, to the will of God, and 
of ſubmiſſion and patience in affliction, 
461. Murmuring, diſcontent, and fret- 
ting, oppoſites to it, 479. Inſtances of 
this ſinful behaviour in the people of Iſ- 

 rael, ibid. 

Res1GNATION, examples of it in Job, 
Eli, and David, 479. 

\IGHTEOU?, hath hope in his death, 
1.37. By this. glorious. proſpect our 
Lord's Apoſtles and followers were a— 
nimated in their duties and ſufferings, 
142. Their triumphs, 143. Their 
praiſes to God for this bleſſed hope, 
ibid. 


oy 


SAINTS, adore God as the only Lord, 3; 
and as the ſovereign judge, 82. Con- 
feſs their ſins, and plead for mercy, 83. 
Their reflections on their former 1gno- 
rance, and: their ardent deſires after 
true wiſdom, 104. Their prayers to 
this effect, 105. Their hope. of ob- 
taining their requeſts, ibid. Reflections; 
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XV 
on their ſtate. before converſion, 116 
Their ſtruggles with the remainders of 
depravity, 117. Their confeſſions and 
ſupplications on this ſubject, 118. Their 
reflections on the ſhortneſs of man's 
life, 138. Their joyful hopes and prai- 
ſes in views of divine ſupport, 205. 
Their joy in the ordinances and mini- 
ſters of the ſanctuary, 697. Their 
prayers for the proſperity of the ſanctua— 
ry, and the miniſters thereof, ibid. 

SAMuARITAN, the parable of the good Sa- 
maritan, 633. 

SANCTIF1CATION, Chriſt ſanctiſies the 
Church, 191 This divine bleſſing pro- 
miſed to the fathers, ibid. This one end 
of Chriſt's coming into the world, 192. 


This the Apoſtles witneſs, 193. This 
the intent of all ordinances, 194. This 
the work of his grace, ibid, The Apo- 


ſtle's congratulations with them that were 
ſanctiſied, 195. The joy of the ſaints 
for this great blefling, 196. The pray- 
ers of the Apoſtles for a perfect ſancti- 
fication, ibid. 

Saul, called to the apoſtleſhip by the mi- 
raculous appearing of our Lord to him, 
TIF 

SECURITY of the Saints, in being carried 
through the preſent ſtate of diſcipline 
and trial, 198. 

SERPENT, deceives our firſt parents, 97. 
The judgment denounced on the ſer— 
pent, ibid. 

SERVANTS of Gop, ſecured againſt all 
that is finally hurtful, 198. 

SHADRACH, Meſhach, and Abednego, 
examples of their faith, 415. 

SIN, the ſource of our ſorrows and miſe- 
ries, 121, Stands ever ir. the way of 
our happineſs, 122. Brings down the 
judgments of God, ibid, —and expoſes 
to eternal miſery, 123. 


SLoTH, an evil productive of the greateſt 


calamities, 532. Its diſadvantages, ibid. 
SOBRIETY and Temperance in oppaſition 
to gluttony and drunkenneſs, 522. The 
comforts. 
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comforts of life we may partake of with 


chearfulneſs, 5 22.— but cxceſs in them, 
criminal and dangerous, 523. Various 
woes denounced againſt intemperance, 
524. Sobriety and watchfulneſs injoin- 
ed by our Lord, 525. Awful warn- 
ings againſt gluttony and drunkenneſs, 
526. Earneſt exhortations to ſobriety, 
temperance, and moderation, 527. Re- 
quired particularly of different claſſes of 
men, ibid. 'The prayers of the ſaints 
relative to this matter, 528. 


Sox of Man, manifeſted to turn us from 


ſin to God, and to ſanctify us, 366. 


Soul, of its cultivation in divine knowledge 


and true wiſdom, 487. 


SPIRITUAL AFFECTIONS in oppoſition to 


covetouſneſs and the love of the world, 
568, All that this world can beſtow, 
uncertain and unſatisfying, 569. 


SUBJECTS, bound to honour their rulers, 


658' ;—ought to abſtain from every 
thing injurious to them, ibid. to obey 
all their lawful commands, 659 ;—to 
ſubmit to their deciſions, ibid. to pay 
tribute, 660 to pray for them, ibid. 
The lamentations and prayers of the 
ſaints on this head, 661. 


SUFFERINGS of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


232. On his intimation of them, Pe- 
ter's reſolution to follow him, ibid. His 
agony in the garden, 233. 


SyYMPAiHY and Kindneſs in oppoſition to 
hard-heartedneſs, cruelty, and oppreſſion, |. 


624. Warnings againſt the latter, and 
injunctions to the former, 628, The 
oppoſite principles and effects of cruelty 
and ſympathy illuſtrated, 631. 


T 


TEACHERS, falſe, and of thoſe that are 


ſeduced by them, 506. 


—THREATNINGsS, denounced againſt the ad- 


verſaries of God, 39. 
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To x Gu, the government of it, 58 3. 


It is of the greateſt importance and dif- 
ficulty, ibid, Sometimes it is debaſed by 
flattery, 584 ;—abuſed by babbling, ſlan- 
dering, and exciting contention, 58 5 ;— 
ſhamefully employed in lying, deceiving, 
and injuring others, 586 ;—and in bear- 
ing falſe witneſs, and in acts of perjury, 
587;—and in imprecations of evil, and 
in blaſphemy, 588. Abuſes of the tongue 
an abomination to the Lord, 589, Cal- 
led to abſtain from thoſe evils of the 
tonyue, and to make proper uſe of the 
faculty of ſpeech, 590. Well-ordered 
ſpeech is a real ornament, ibid. The 
tongue' may be an inſtrument of great 
good, 592. The complaints, prayers, 
and purpoſes of the ſaints on this ſub- 
ject, 593. 


TRANSGRESSOR, his deſtruction owing to 


himſelf, 114. 


TRusT, Hope, and Confidence in our 


God and Saviour, and in none elſe, 444. 
Calls to this duty, ibid, The folly and 
danger of truſting in wealth, or world- 
ly poſſeſſions, ibid; or in our own 
might and power, 445; or in man, 
446. A right truſt in God, ſuppoſes 
that the heart is reconciled to him, and 
diſpoſed to do his will, ibid. Such 
perſons may truſt in God for protecti- 
on from dangers, ſupport in trouble, 
and deliverance from all evil, 447. 
The promiſes a ſure foundation of truſt 
and hope in him, 449. Through 
Chriſt we may hope for all that is tru- 
ly neceſſary, 451; for aid and ſupport 
in duties and trials, 452 ; for final ſal- 
vation, and eternal life, 453. A ftea- 
dy truſt in God, and the comforts 
from it, expreſſed in the prayers and 
praiſes of the ſaints, 455. Examples 
of genuine truſt, 457. 


TYkANT, one deſcribed by the Prophet 


Samuel, 654. The character of ty- 
rants ſeen in Rchoboam, Nebuchadnez - 
' Zar; 
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God denounced againſt unjuſt judges and 
tyrants, ibid. 


V 


VANITY, and unſatisfying nature of all 
things in this preſent imperfect ſtate; 
127. Illuſtrated by the experience of 
Solomon, 128, 
by wickedneſs, are fleeting and unſatis— 
fying, - 129, This illuſtrated by the 
examples of the kings of Aſſyria, Baby- 
lon, and Tyrus, 130. The final dif- 
appointment that awaits the men of the 
world, 132. The prayers of the ſaints 
on this ſubject, ibid. 

VANITY of idols, when comparcd with 
the Creator of the heavens and earth, 

4% 

VicE and Wickedneſs, as ſeparating us 
from God, 430. | 

VioLEentT Perſons, complaints and pray- 
ers of the ſaints relating to them, 565. 

V1s10N of St John, relative to the great 
objects of a Chriſtian's hope, 208 ; and 
to the viſion of the heavenly ſtate, 212. 
His viſion of Chriſt, 190. 

UNBELIEF and Perverſeneſs of Iſrael, 
303. The ruinous effects of unbelief, 


305. 
W 


Wispou, human, the folly of it, 101. 
The danger of entertaining a fond opi- 
nion of our own wiſdom, ibid. Our 
own wiſdom cannot direct us, nor ſecure 


us from evil, 102. 
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Enjoyments acquired 
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E. X. 


zar, and Belſhazzar, 656. Wrath of | WoRsnty of God, only due to our God 


and Saviour, 375. The infinite excel- 
lencies of God call for our worſhip, 
ibid. To worthip any other is abſurd 
and impious, 376. That God ſhould 
be worſhipped by all nations, foretold 
in the Old Teſtament, 378. The ſpe- 
cial acts of worthip required under the 
Goſpel, 384. The people called to al- 
ſemble and join in worſhip, 426. In 
theſe religious congregations, order and 
regularity are requilite, 427, 
WokS$SHI1IPPERS, the difpoſitions of ac- 
cepted worthippers, 420, 439. Our 
hearts muſt be reconciled to our duty, 
and obedient to the wil! ut God, 436. 
The mind and lecart muſt be engaged, 
437. We muſt draw near to God in 
the name of Jeſus, ibid, Humility re- 
quired in all worſhip, ibid. All acts 
of worſhip to be attended with a grate- 
ful acknowledgment of the divine good- 
neſs, 438. Importunity a neceſſary diſ- 
poſition in worſhip, ibid. Our hearts 
are to be reconciled to all mankind, ibid. 
Some ſolemn engagements in acts of wor- 
thip by renewing covenant with God, 441. 
WoRSHIPPERS, Cain, Korah, and Saul, 
unaccepted worſhippers, 435. 


Z. 


ZACCHEUS, on his converſion ſhews his 


repentance by his compaſſionate and ge- 
nerous diſpoſition, 642. 
ZACHARIAS, his viſion in the temple be- 
fore Chriſt's incaraation, 1 56. 
ZERUBABEL and Joſhua, gifts given to 
qualify them for reſtoring the Jewiſli 
ſtate, 264. 
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comforts of life we may partake of with 
chearfulneſs, 522.—but cxceſs in them, 
criminal and dangerous, 523. Various 
woes denounced againſt intemperance, 
524, Sobriety and watchfulneſs injoin- 
ed by our Lord, 525. Awful warn- 
ings againſt gluttony and drunkenneſs, 
526. Earneſt exhortations to ſobriety, 
temperance, and moderation, 527. Re- 
quired particularly of different claſſes of 
men, ibid. 'The prayers of the ſaints 
relative to this matter, 528, 

Sox of Man, manifeſted to turn us from 
ſin to God, and to ſanctify us, 366. 
Sour, of its cultivation in divine knowledge 

and true wiſdom, 487. 

SPIRITUAL AFFECTIONS in- oppoſition to 
covetouſneſs and the love of the world, 
568, All that this world can beſtow, 
uncertain and unſatisfying, 569. 

SUBJECTS, bound to honour their rulers, 
658 ;—ought to abſtain from every 
thing injurious to them, ibid. to obey 
all their lawful commands, 659 ;—to 
ſubmit to their deciſions, ibid. to pay 
tribute, 660 ;—to pray for them, ibid. 
The lamentations and prayers of the 
ſaints on this head, 661. 

SUFFERINGS of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
232. On his intimation of them, Pe- 
tcr's reſolution to follow him, ibid. His 
agony in the garden, 233. 


SyYMPAiHY and Kindneſs in oppoſition to 
hard-heartedneſs, cruelty, and oppreſſion, |. 


624. Warnings againſt the latter, and 
injunctions to the former, 628. The 
oppoſite principles and effects of cruelty 
and ſympathy illuſtrated, 631. 


T 


TEACHERS, falſe, and of thoſe that are 
ſeduced by them, 506. 


—THREATNINGs, denounced againſt the ad- 


verſaries of God, 39. 
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ToxnGvus, the government of it, 584, 
It is of the greateſt importance and dif- 
ficulty, ibid, Sometimes it is debaſed by 
flattery, 584 ;—abuſed by babbling, ſlan- 
dering, and exciting contention, 58 5 ;— 
ſhamefully employed in lying, deceiving, 
and injuring others, 586 ;—and in bear- 
ing falſe witneſs, and in acts of perjury, 
587 ; and in imprecations of evil, and 
in blaſphemy, 588. Abuſes of the tongue 
an abomination to the Lord, 589, Cal- 
led to abſtain' from thoſe evils of the 
tonyue, and to make proper uſe of the 
faculty of ſpeech, 590. Well-ordered 
ſpeech is a real ornament, ibid. The 
tongue' may be an inſtrument of great 
good, 592. The complaints, prayers, 
and purpoſes of the ſaints on this ſub- 
jet, 593. 

TRANSGRESSOR, his deſtruction owing to 
himſelf, 114. 

TrusT, Hope, and Confidence in our 
God and Saviour, and in none elſe, 444. 
Calls to this duty, ibid, The folly and 
danger of truſting in wealth, or world- 
ly poſſeſſions, ibid; or in our own 
might and power, 445; or in man, 
446. A right truſt in God, ſuppoſes 
that the heart is reconciled to him, and 
diſpoſed to do his will, ibid. Such 
perſons may truſt in God for protecti- 
on from dangers, ſupport in troublc, 
and deliverance from all evil, 447. 
The promiſes a ſure foundation of truſt 
and hope in him, 449. Through 
Chriſt we may hope for all that is tru- 
ly neceſſary, 451; for aid and ſupport 
in duties and trials, 452 ; for final ſal- 
vation, and eternal life, 453. A ſtea- 
dy truſt in God, and the comforts 
from it, expreſſed in the prayers and 
praiſes of the ſaints, 435. Examples 
of genuine truſt, 457, 

TYKkANT, one deſcribed by the Prophet 
Samuel, 654. The character of ty- 


rants ſeen in Rehoboam, Nebuchadnez- 
| | zar, 
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zar, and Belſhazzar, 656. Wrath of Wogs nter of God, only due to our God 


God denounced againſt unjuſt judges and 
tyrants, ibid. 


V 


VANITY, and unſatisfying nature of all 
things in this preſent imperfect ſtate, 
127. Illuſtrated by the experience of 
Solomon, 128, 
by wickedneſs, are fleeting and unfatis- 
fying, - 129, This illuſtrated by the 
examples of the kings of Aſſyria, Baby- 
lon, and Tyrus, 130. The final dif- 
appointment that awaits the men of the 
world, 132. The prayers of the ſaints 
on this ſubject, ibid. 

VaNI Ty of idols, when compared with 
the Creator of the heavens and earth, 
23. 

VicE and Wickedneſs, as ſeparating us 
from God, 430. | 

VioLEent Perſons, complaints and pray- 
ers of the ſaints relating to them, 565. 

V1s10N of St John, relative to the great 
objects of a Chriſtian's hope, 208; and 
to the viſion of the heavenly ſtate, 212. 
His viſion of Chriſt, 190. | 

UNBELIEF and Perverſeneſs of Ifrael, 
303. The ruinous effects of unbelief, 


305. 
W 


Wis pon, human, the folly of it, 101. 
The danger of entertaining a fond opi- 
nion of our wn wiſdom, ibid. Our 
own viſdom cannot direct us, nor ſecure 
us from evil, 102. 


Enjoyments acquired 


and Saviour, 375. The infinite excel- 
lencies of God call for our worſhip, 
ibid. To worthip any other is abſurd 
and impious, 376. That God ſhould 
be worſhipped by all nations, foretold 
in the Old Teſtament, 378. The ſpe— 
cial acts of worthip required under the 
Goſpel, 381. The people called to al- 
ſemble and join in worſhip, 426. In 
theſe religious congregations, order and 
regularity are requiſite, 427. 
Wok$SHI1PPERS, the diſpoſitions of ac- 
cepted worthippers, 420, 439. Our 
hearts muſt be reconciled to our duty, 
and obedient to the wil! Ut God, 436. 
The mind and heart muſt be engaged, 
437. We muſt draw near to God in 
the name of Jeſus, ibid, Humility re- 
quired in all worſhip, iid, All acts 
of worſhip to be attended with a grate- 
ful acknowledgment of the divine good- 
neſs, 438. Importunity a neceſſary diſ- 
poſition in worſhip, ibid. Our hearts 
are to be reconciled to all mankind, ibid. 
Some ſolemn engagements in acts of wor- 
thip by renewing covenant with God, 441. 
WoRSHIPPERS, Cain, Korah, and Saul, 
unaccepted worſhippers, 435. 


Z. 


ZACCHEUS, on his converſion ſhews his 
repentance by his compaſſionate and ge- 
nerous diſpoſition, 642. 

ZLACHARIAS, his viſion in the temple be- 
fore Chriſt's incarnation, 1 56. 

ZLERUBABEL and Joſhua, gifts given to 
qualify them for reſtoring the Jewiſh 
ſtate, 204. | 


